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The Santa Clara County Government
Center is located at 70 W. Hedding
St. in San Jose. File photo.

Santa Clara County tax
measure wins lawsuit,
stays on ballot

By Brandon Pho
San José Spotlight
anta Clara County’s 11th
Shour sales tax measure is
moving forward — but the
fate of its public hospitals might
come down to several words.

Ajudge has ordered county offi-
cials to strike President Donald
Trump’s name from the ballot lan-
guage as a reason for approving
a five-eighths cent sales tax hike
for the county hospital system.
Superior Court Judge Carol Over-
ton’s Friday ruling also requires
other edits to language that tax-
payer advocates challenged as
misleading and biased.

For instance, county leaders
agreed to revise a line originally
framing the tax as “protecting”
against unprecedented Trump
administration funding cuts. It
will now say the tax would
“address” those cuts. The ballot
language’s mention of Trump will
be replaced with “the President.”

County leaders are lauding the
ruling and argue the new ballot
language will look “substantive-
ly identical” to the one approved
by the Board of Supervisors.

“Letme putitthis way — every-
one knows who the President of
the United States is and who the
president is who signed the law
that has cut almost a trillion dol-
lars from Medicaid,” County Exec-
utive James Williams told San José
Spotlight. “The fact that it says
the presidentinstead of President
Trump — I don’t think anyone

See LAWSUIT, page 2

Cancer
CAREpoint

COUNSELING « AS - RESOURCES - EDUCATION

w

Cancer survivor Alex Camp and her husband Kyle, at
this year’s Cancer CAREpoint annual Garden Party. Alex
is AVAC’s Tennis and Pickleball Office Supervisor.

AVAC hosts Dink4Pink fundraiser
to fight against breast cancer

October 4 charity event brings pickleball community together to raise
$50,000, benefiting Cancer CAREpoint, a nonprofit supporting Bay Area
cancer patients, survivors and families

By William Bellou

Publisher
n honor of Breast Cancer Awareness
I Month, the award-winning Almaden Val-
ley Athletic Club (AVAC), will rally the
community and its love of pickleball to fight
against breast cancer during its Dink4Pink
charity event held Saturday, October 4th

from 9 am. to 7 p.m.

The Heart of the Event
Every year, thousands of women are diag-
nosed with breast cancer, and it's not just
happening to middle-aged or older women.
AVAC’s Tennis and Pickleball Office Super-

visor, Alex Camp, was diagnosed with breast
cancer at 35. Considered ‘too young’ for
screenings, which typically start at 40, she
had to advocate hard for imaging. Soon after,
doctors confirmed she had breast cancer that
had already spread to her lymph nodes
despite being in an early stage.

While she’s cancer free today, her journey
was one of the most challenging life events
she’s had to navigate. Cancer CAREpoint, a
local nonprofit offering free support and
resources to patients, survivors, families and
caregivers, was a vital part of her support

See DINK4PINK, page 8

San Jose
named safest
major U.S. city,
study finds

Officials celebrate ranking
but acknowledge ongoing
challenges
By William Bellou
Publisher
an Jose is recognized as the
S nation’s safest major city,
according to a new report by
financial technology company
SmartAsset.
The study ranked San Jose first

among the 50 largest U.S. cities,
based on a variety of metrics
including violent crime rates, traf-
fic fatalities, median income, and
housing costs.

SmartAsset’s analysis found that
San Jose boasts the third lowest
rate of violent crimes and the fifth
lowest rate of property crimes in
the country. Los Angeles and Fort
Worth, Texas, took second and
third place, respectively. The study
also examined vehicular mortali-
ty, drug overdose deaths, and the
percentage of the population
reporting excessive drinking, using
data from the FBI's 2023 Uniform
Crime Reporting Database and the
2025 County Health Rankings.

Mayor Matt Mahan said public

See SAFEST, page 2

San Jose has been recognized as the nation’s safest major city.

Party time!

Sam Seibert, a retired captain who served with the San
Jose Fire Department for 30 years celebrates his 106th
birthday celebration at the San Jose Fire Museum on Aug.
26. Siebert is most likely the oldest known living fire-
fighter in the United States. “The years have been good
to me,” says Seibert, who retired in 1976. He was joined
by generations of family and friends.
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<{ ACTIVE ADULTS 50+ Z

The Almaden Senior Assoctation is a diverse group of enthusiastic active adults 50+ who
enjoy new learning opportunities, new experiences, and new adventures. Join us today.
Meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that will enhance your life
and open new doors.

Senior Safari is back this summer.

Visitors ages 50 and up are invited to visit San Jose’s iconic Happy Hollow Park & Zoo for free
on the 4" Thursday of each month from May to October. The next date is Thursday, September
25th. Get some fresh air and exercise as you enjoy free admission, free parking, early entry to
the park, the zoo, animal meet and greets and much more. To get in free, you must arrive
between 9 and 10 am.

Casino Trip, Graton Casino, Tuesday Sep 16, 2025:

Come Join the Almaden Senior Association at GRATON CASINO

Travel by charter bus from the Aimaden Community Center to Graton Casino for a day of gaming,
food and fun. Depart the Alimaden Community Center, 8am Return around 6:30pm. $50 Cash or
Check. You get $20 in free play. Contact Rich at 408-219-8641 for more information.

Walt Disney Family Museum/Pier 39, Thursday, October 16, 2025:

Take a bus trip to the Walt Disney Family Museum, at the Presidio, San Francisco. Enjoy learning
about the life of Walt Disney and his journey from birth to his first drawings, cartoons, films and
the creation of Disneyland. Many static and interactive displays to see and enjoy. Then on to Pier
39 for lunch and shopping on your own before returning home. Depart ACC 8:15am. Return
around 4:30pm. $70 Cash or Check. Contact Rich at 408-219-8641 for more information.

Diwali event, Sunday October 26, 2025: SAVE THE DATE

Celebrate Diwali, Festival of Lights with a menu of traditional Indian fare and entertainment of
classical and modern dances. October 26, 2025, 12noon to 3pm. Price $25 for members, $28
for non-members. Tickets will go on sale in late September. Contact Narender at 408-623-3106
or Bharat at 408-930-7244 for more information.

For these events and trips, sign up MWF from 8 to 10am in the Aimaden Community Center Lobby.
Payments are cash or check only, sorry no refunds.

Almaden Senior Association
at the Almaden Community Center
6445 Camden Avenue, San Jose, CA 95120
https://almadenseniors.org
https://www.facebook.com/almadenseniors

Walt Disney Museum

Come enjoy a bus trip to the Walt Disney Family Museum in the
Presidio in San Francisco. You will explore and learn about the
life of Walt Disney and his journey to creating the Disney
company. There are many exhibits to view taking you from his
childhood to his first drawings and movies to feature films and
the creation of Disneyland. There are many exhibits to see with
several interactive displays to enjoy.

After your time at the Disney Museum we will take the bus to
Pier 39 for lunch and shopping on your own
before returning home.

This will be a day to explore, learn and eat with your fellow
Almaden Seniors.

Date: Thursday October 16,2025
Time: Arrive @ ACC 7:45am, depart 8:15am

Tour the Walt Disney Family Museum from 10am-12pm.
Depart Pier 39 at 3:00pm.

Returning to Almaden Community Center around 4:30pm.

Price :$70.00 cash or check (Sorry no refunds)
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Lawsuit

Continued from page 1
will be confused about what's going on and
why we’re in the situation we're in.”

Yet over the last three days both sides have
been splitting hairs over phrasing — in some
cases over single words — balancing the need
to explain the tax measure’s purpose with
concerns about prejudicing voters.

“It sort of boggles the mind,” Overton said
in court Wednesday. “I know there are very
educated and diligent people in this county
...butin our profession we wordsmith all the
time. Is that the way most of the public sees
things?”

Chris Robell, a San Mateo County resident
who has sued to stop various tax and bond
measures across the Bay Area, is a co-plain-
tiffin the lawsuit alongside Santa Clara Coun-
ty residents. He said the revisions are a step
in the right direction, but the language is still
biased.

“The ballot question is argumentative and
full of reasons to vote ‘Yes. What they’re put-
ting on the question is too similar to what is
on their argument in favor,” Robell told San
José Spotlight. “I believe this thing should
state very simply, ‘Shall the taxpayers of Santa
Clara County adopta.625% sales tax increase
measure for general fund purposes?”

Robell said he wouldn’t have as much of an
issue with the measure, known as Measure
A, if it was a special tax.

“It’s a general tax. Is health care really the
nature of the measure?” Robell said.

“They can and probably will spend the
money on other things, such as unfunded pen-
sion liabilities and raises.”

County elections officials will implement
the ordered changes and proceed with ballot
printing, translation and proofreading.

“Since we have not yet gone to print on bal-
lots, voter guides or related materials, there
is no need to reprint as long as any court
ordered changes are timely,” Michael Borija,
spokesperson for the Santa Clara County Reg-
istrar of Voters, told San José Spotlight.

The county islooking at $1.5 billion in health
care and social safety net program losses over
the next few years after Congress passed H.R.
1, otherwise known as Trump’s “One Big Beau-
tiful Bill.” Meanwhile, the costs of the coun-
ty’s public hospital system - California’s sec-
ond largest - continue to grow. County lead-
ers have said this is not a loss they can budg-
etthrough, and higher taxes alone won’t solve
the issue.

But a lawsuit from leaders of the Silicon
Valley Taxpayers Association and Libertari-
an Party said the county unlawfully placed
the measure on the ballot. They argue the fed-
eral cuts don’t constitute an emergency allow-
ing for a sales tax vote on a non-general elec-
tion year.

Overton’s ruling disagreed — though all
sides in court acknowledged a lack of leg-
islative clarity in California on the definition
of an “emergency.”

Opponents say the measure reads as if the
tax revenue is restricted to the county health
care system. In reality, the proposed tax is a
general tax which requires a lower approval
threshold — a simple majority — and is eas-
ier to pass. Italso gives the county more spend-
ing discretion. A special tax, which would
restrict the spending of revenue, requires a
higher approval threshold or a two-thirds
supermajority.

Michael Elliott, executive director of non-

profit Valley Health Foundation, which was
set up to fundraise and lobby for the county
health care system, is chairing the campaign
committee in support of the county ballot
measure. He said the ruling doesn’t change
Measure A’s objective.

“Trump supporters and defenders of the
so-called ‘Big Beautiful Bill’ fought to remove
Trump’s name from the ballot question
because they know Santa Clara County vot-
ersrejectthe Trump agenda and strongly sup-
portpublic health,” Elliott said in a statement
in reaction to the ruling. “We will not let the
Big Beautiful Bill — or those who defend it
— stand in the way of public health and the
care our community relies on.”

Safest

Continued from page 1

safety remains a major concern for residents.
“So many people told me they wanted to see
San Jose become the safest big city in the
nation once again,” Mahan wrote on social
media. “I still think we have a long way to go
— but the progress we’'ve made is all thanks
to the San Jose Police Department.”

Key findings from the report include:

« Violent crime rate: 0.0053 per capita

¢ Property crime rate: 0.026 per capita

« Traffic deaths: Seven per 100,000 residents

* Drug overdose deaths: 17 per 100,000
residents

 Excessive drinking: 17.8% of the popula-
tion

San Jose Police Department spokesperson
Sgt.Jorge Garibay expressed gratitude for the
recognition, attributing it to both depart-
mental efforts and community engagement.
“Our homicide unit’s near-perfect solve rate
over the pastseveral years demonstrates that
commitment,” Garibay said, citing a 100%
homicide clearance rate over the past three
years. “But we know public safety is never a
fixed achievement, and as San Jose grows,
our focus remains on innovation, strong com-
munity partnerships, and staying ahead of
tomorrow’s challenges.”

While Mahan has highlighted San Jose’s
safety record—particularly its lower homi-
cide rate compared to cities like Oakland and
San Francisco—justice advocates urge con-
sideration of broader safety indicators such
as traffic fatalities and economic hardship.
San Jose is consistently ranked among the
nation’s most expensive cities, with high util-
ity bills and housing costs.

SmartAsset’s report did account for traffic
fatalities. The city has implemented multiple
road safety initiatives, including the Vision Zero
program, which outlines a five-year strategy
aimed at reducing fatalities by enhancing
infrastructure with safer roads, sidewalks,
and bike lanes.

Councilmember Tordillos, who secured his
seat in August special elections, praised the
city’s strong performance in traffic-related
safety metrics. He emphasized that public
safety extends beyond crime statistics, high-
lighting ongoing efforts to expand downtown'’s
bike lane network and improve traffic calm-
ing measures on high-risk roads.

“Safetyisn’tjustabout data—it's abouthow
people feel,” Tordillos told San José Spotlight.
“I'know we still have room for improvements
on that front, and ensuring that every resi-
dent feels safe at home, on our streets, and
visiting downtown is one of my top priori-
ties.”
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San Jose City Hall is pictured in this file photo.

San Jose leaders want
higher limit for gifts

By Brandon Pho
San José Spotlight
an Jose elected leaders are set to raise
S how much they can accept in gifts from
business and labor interests —arguing
it will save taxpayers money.

The City Council on Tuesday will decide
whether to raise its gift limits from $50 to
$200, which equates to a higher number of
free meals or tickets they can receive at net-
working luncheons, business conferences
and nonprofit celebrations. The item is on
the consent agenda, meaning it will be
approved without discussion — unless an
official pulls it to discuss with colleagues.

Councilmembers argue the current limits
force them to pay out of their taxpayer-fund-
ed council office budgets, as the cumulative
value of ticketed events they attend can
exceed $50.

“Many of us attend the Chamber of Com-
merce barbecue. The South Bay Labor Coun-
cil holds an annual event,” Councilmember
David Cohen told San José Spotlight. “It makes
alotofsense for usto attend eventslike that,
butit doesn’t make sense to use taxpayer dol-
lars to go to these events, which we could be
spending on other things in the communi-
ty.”

Sean McMorris, a leading political trans-
parency expert with California Common
Cause, said the proposed $200 ceiling is not
unreasonable. But he questions the urgency

of using public funds for networking events.

“Elected government officials do not have
to use taxpayer money to attend business
luncheons, nonprofit celebrations and other
networking events,” McMorris told San José
Spotlight. “They could pay to attend such
events out of their own pocket, and if the pur-
pose for attending is related to campaign-
ing, then they may be able to use campaign
funds.”

The $50 gift limit has been in place since
2004. City staff in 2017 initially recom-
mended councilmembers match their gift
limits with the state, which currently sits at
$630 and automatically increases.

“The council was uncomfortable. They
weren’t ready to get to that level,” Cohen
said. “The $200 limit allows us to do events
and not have some outrageous level of gifts
we can accept.”

McMorris said San Jose’s policy is decent,
but suggests the city add a provision specif-
ically outlining further gift restrictions from
lobbyists. California’s Political Reform Act
bars elected state officials from accepting
gifts from lobbyists worth more than $10.

San José Spotlight previously uncovered
how lobbyists with powerful clients in the
heart of Silicon Valley often meet with offi-
cials without fully disclosing what's discussed
— even after these issues were made pub-
lic.

“I think it would be beneficial for at least a
very low gift limit, for example prohibiting
lobbyists from giving gifts of more than
$10 per month,” McMorris said. “It is a
decent law. I just don’t see anything specif-
ically for lobbyists.”

CAM®

Camera Archive & Mapping

Helpful Tips:

Crime Prevention Unit (408) 277-4133.

Partner with the
San Jose Police Department
in fighting crime by registering
your camera today.

y

HOW TO REGISTER

» Complete the registration form
through sjpd.org or scan the
QR code below.

« If a crime occurs in your
community or place of
business, SUPD will contact
you for video footage.

Know how to download your camera
footage

When mounting cameras, please be
aware of places where people may have
a reasonable expectation of privacy
(examples: their backyard or interior of

their home) « Allinformation is confidential.

Registration is voluntary and
there is no cost associated
with registration.

Focus and mount your video on key
points of entry or concern

Exterior Mounting Location Options:
Front door, rear door, side gate,
driveway/front parking lot, second floor
wide view and street view.

Keep batteries charged in your cameras.
Consider lighting around your cameras.

For assistance call the

Sandra Day 0'Connor
Institute High School
Civics Program honors
America 250

Civics & Debate Club engages
students nationwide

12th grade students graduating 2026

may apply for the $5,000 scholarship
By William Bellou
Publisher
he Sandra Day O'Connor Institute is
Tproud to announce that its O'Connor
Institute Ambassadors Civics & Debate
Club is now open for registration for local
high schools.
The high school virtual extracurricular
program will focus on America's founding
and the Bill of Rights during the 2025-2026

school year.

Meeting  via
Zoom, students
from across the
country have the
chance to connect
through dynamic
discussions, par-
ticipate in small-
group breakout debates, and gain valuable
insights from policymakers, elected officials,
and subject-matter experts. The program
was developed for teens to foster civil dis-
course, expand civicknowledge, and prepare
the next generation of leaders to become
engaged citizens.

"The Sandra Day O'Connor youth programs
embody our mission to promote multigen-
erational civics education, civicengagement,
and civil discourse," said Philip L. Francis,
O'Connor Institute Board of Directors Chair.
"We believe young people are eager to lead,

See CLUB, page 6

SAN JOSE POLICE DEPARTMENT

2017 W. Mission St.
San Jose, CA95110

https://www.sjpd.org/community/crime-
prevention/security-camera-registration

South San José 4
Senior Walk 2025

Resource Fair & Walking Course

Friday, October 3,2025,9-11a.m.

Almaden Lake Park, Arroyo Picnic Area
5949 Winfield Blvd, San Jose, CA95118

This event promotes long, healthy, active lifestyles witha
walking course, a contest for prizes, and a resource fair!
Free and opentoall, no RSVP.
Limited water & snacks provided.
Free parking in Winfield lot.

1 mile/30minwalk

ITSSPOOKY SEASON - WALKIN
YOURBESTHALLOWEEN

COSTUMETO WIN PRIZES!

Hosted by Councilmember George Casey, Vice Mbéyor
Pam Foley, and Councilmember Pamela Campos!

PAMELA <™
CAMPOS

San José - Councimember - District 2

' MAY
COUNCILMEMBER VICE MAYOR

George Casey PAM.4&FOLEY

ALMADEN + BLOSSOM VALLEY + SANTA TERESA CITY OF SAN JOSE

Paid for by the S,.\_\jj]( )5{’1: Contact district10@sanjoseca.gov or (408) 535-4910 for info.
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TIMING, TURNOUT, FATIGUE
Passing redistricting plan uphill battle for governor

By Larry N. Gerston

alifornia Gov. Gavin Newsom'’s
C idea to fight Texas’s overtly

partisan Republican congres-
sional redistricting plan with a par-
tisan Democratic response may
sound good to some in theory but
falls short.

Whereas the Texas state legisla-
ture is empowered to carve new
congressional district lines, Cali-
fornia carries out redistricting via
an independent state commission
which is much less partisan.

That difference is crucial inas-
much as the only way for California
to change its redistricting process
is for the state’s voters to approve
a Newsom-proposed and state leg-
islature-produced ballot proposi-
tion to temporarily allow the Cali-
fornia legislature to redistrict here.

If passed, California’s new maps
could provide five new potential
Democratic seats to match five
Republican seats in Texas, thereby
keeping the totals in the House of
Representatives with a slim Repub-
lican majority.

The showdown is set for Novem-
ber 4, but the outcome may fall short
of proponents’ hopes.

Three factors suggest that the

redistricting advocates may have
their hands full: a potential weak
voter turnout, a galvanized Repub-
lican opposition and Democratic
voter fatigue.

Voter turnout is often a predictor
of election results. Commonly, the
higher the turnout, the better
Democrats do.

But the coming election on
November 4, is an off-year election
when neither a presidential nor
gubernatorial race heads the ballot.

Because there is no major race,
turnout is likely to be very low.

Past California election data make
the point.

According to the California Sec-
retary of State’s office, in 2009, the
last statewide special election, voter
turnout was an anemic 28.4%, com-
pared with 79.4% in the 2008 pres-
idential race and 59.6% for the 2010
governor’s race. The 2009 special
election had seven different ballot
proposals. The November 4, 2025
election has only one. Given the
state’s voter history, there is every
reason to expect that turnout will
be low and that may contribute to
failure of the ballot proposition to
carry.

Regarding the second concern, a

galvanized Republican opposition,
dataherealso suggest problems for
the proposition’s supporters. Over
the pastthree presidential elections,
California voters have increased
their support for Donald Trump. In
2016, Trump received 31.6% ofthe
state’s vote; in 2020, 34.3%; and in
2024, 38.3%.

The state’s voter registration data
may not show much of a change,
but clearly there is a trend of grow-
ing Republican strength in the state.

Although 38.3% of the vote is
nowhere near a majority, in a low
turnout Republicans over-perform
while Democrats under-perform.

The third concern focuses on voter
fatigue.

Again, we turn to voter turnout
datawhichin 2024 showed distinct
differences between Democrats and
Republicans. According to a 2024
survey conducted by the Center for
Inclusive Democracy at USC,
reduced voter turnout in California
varied by political party. Whereas
12.5% fewer Republicans voted in
the November 2024 election, 16%
fewer Democrats voted. In other
words, Democrats were less
engaged than Republicans.

Put these signs together and we

see that victory for proponents in
the 2025 redistricting election may
beatall order. Recentreduced voter
turnouts, Republican vote gains and
diminished interest by Democrats
presenta potentially powerful chal-
lenge to advocates.

Early polls offer little help in pre-
dicting the outcome.

A survey by Politico finds the
proposition losing 64% to 36%. On
the other hand, a survey by Gavin
Newsom'’s pollster finds the propo-
sition carrying by almost equally
lopsided margin of 57% to 35%.
How do we explain the discrepan-
cy? The answer may come through
who decides to vote. On that, the
Democrats would seem to have a
serious problem.

Remember the proverb aboutnot
counting chickens before they
hatch?

Just because Newsom and the
Democraticlegislature have placed
the redistricting proposition on the
ballot doesn’t mean they have
hatched a politically viable idea.

Passage may help Newson'’s effort
to gain the Democratic presidential
nomination. But if it fails, Newsom
may see his presidential hopes
dashed.

Larry N. Gerston is political science
professor emeritus at San Jose State
University and the lead author of
“California Politics and Government:
A Practical Approach.”

SAVING WATER OUTDOORS IS £45)Y
WITH OUR FREE WATER-WISE SURVEY

/‘Q/ Valley Water
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WaterSavings.org
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Mosquitoes carrying West Nile
virus are detected in San Jose

The county will conduct spraying
treatments in affected areas
By William Bellou
Publisher
osquitoes carrying West Nile virus
M have been detected in San Jose for
the first time this
year resulting in the spray-
ing by the Santa Clara
County Mosquitoes and
Vector Control District.
Spraying treatments
were conducted on August
29 to control the popula-
tion of adult mosquitoes
who carry the virus for 3-
4 hours encompassing zip
codes 95118, 95124, | =
95125 and 95136. The | .
treatments include the |
pesticide Zenivex which is
approved by both state
and federal environmen-
tal protection agencies.
“Protecting our community from West
Nile virus is one of our top priorities,” Dr.
Nayer Zahiri, manager of the Mosquito and
Vector Control District, said in a statement.
“Our licensed technicians are in the field

the risk of disease and keep Santa Clara
County safe for everyone.”

“The district anticipates that detections
of West Nile-positive mosquitoes will
increase in the coming weeks, as mosqui-
toes thrive in the warm weather of the sum-

mer and early fall,” officials said.

West Nile virus can cause symptoms
including tremors, paralysis, fever, muscle
weakness, disorientation, joint pain, body
aches, diarrhea, rash and vomiting, officials
said. It is the most serious disease carried

year-round, monitoring and treating areas
where mosquitoes breed, helping to lower

by mosquitoes in the county.

108-289-

Total RV Repair Service
Complete Parts Service & Repair

SAN JOSE, CA

One Step Closer Therapeutic Riding presents
G.R.L.T.
An Equine-Assisted-Learning Program for Women

SELF-CONFIDENCE
RESILIENCE
LIFE SKILLS

SAFE BOUNDARIES

"It is deeply healing to tap into the power of the centuries old bond between horse and human.
It's truly profound that our two species, with such diametrically different views of predator vs prey,
can come together in partnership and trust. | feel privileged to have the opportunity to learn
what these incredible teachers have to offer us.” - GRIT Participant

OSC has opened a new program for women based upon equine interaction
and equine-assisted-learning, designed to develop self-awareness and
self-acceptance, confidence and resilience, and safe boundaries.

G.R.LT. is for adult women led by OSC founder Landa Keirstead.
The small group meets in 2 hour sessions, once per week for six-weeks

Contact One Step Closer for more information and to enroll
one.step.closer@sbcglobal.net 408-778-3567

voted

BEST DOG TRAINER!

in Silicon Valley

2024 & 2025

D ron oz
& Day School & Private Training

changing behavior=improving lives
& Board & Train & Puppy Classes
& Leash Reactive Dog Classes
& Dog About Town Classes
& Boarding

THE MERCURY NEWS

BEST
~ 'SV2025

Result oriented puppy
& dog training solutions

630.538.3011 - www.DForDogTraining.com
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HAVE SOME NEWS
TO SHARE?

CONTACT US AT
times@timesmediainc.com

WHEN JOURNALISM IS
NOT PRESENT TO SERVE
COMMUNITIES, BAD
THINGS HAPPEN.

Trained journalists report authentic,
credible information. And we fight

for those who produce genuine news!

Almaden Times

Serving the community since 1986

P F G LY \t
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W Almaden Times !
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B Willow Glen Times
Source: University of
North Carolina School
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Times
Advertising

Works!

Call
(408) 494-7000
for more
information
or rates.

San Jose Mayor Matt Mahan said the city is ready to host global audiences in 2026, including Super Bowl 60, FIFA World Cup and
other events. Photo by B. Sakura Cannestra.

San Jose pulls
out all the stops
for 2026 sports
bonanza

By B. Sakura Cannestra
San José Spotlight
ith major sports events bring-
Wing worldwide attention to Sil-
icon Valley in 2026, San Jose
is preparing to host a global audience
and dazzle its residents.

City leaders are pulling out all the
stops to ensure San Jose get the recog-
nition and economic benefits as it
hosts a slate of sports events, includ-
ing the Super Bowl 60, NCAA March
Madness and FIFA World Cup. City
leaders and event organizers launched
a website Thursday for visitors and
residents to navigate the action. It’s
San Jose's latest effort to build fan
momentum in the South Bay.

“We’ll be on the center stage and we
will remind visitors that the Bay Area
is the greatest place in the world,”
Mayor Matt Mahan said at a recent
press conference.

Mahan said this is the first time one
metro area has hosted the Super Bowl
and World Cup in the same year, so
they’re expecting half a million visi-
tors. The series of events will officially
kick off this November, with the
National Women’s Soccer League
Championships hosted at PayPal Park.

When Levi’s Stadium hosted Super
Bowl 50 in 2016, reports found the
Bay Area saw a $240 million boost to
the local economy — San Jose, how-
ever, only saw 12% of those economic
benefits, while 57% went to San Fran-
cisco. Santa Clara, where the stadium
is located, only saw 7% of the bene-
fits.

The stakes are higher this time
around, and city officials don’t want
to lose out. San Jose leaders have gone
all out to make sure the city capital-
izes on this rare 2026 opportunity.

“We are going to do things differently
this time,” Mahan said. “Not that we
did anything wrong last time, but we
believe we have more to offer, and we
can take better advantage of these big
events.”

John Poch, San Jose Sports Author-
ity executive director, said teams par-
ticipating in major events will be fly-
ing into San Jose Mineta Internation-
al Airport, staying in downtown San
Jose and practicing at local stadiums,
including PayPal Park and San Jose
State University.

San Jose unveiled these icons along-
side its 2026 major events marketing
strategy while at the San José Mineta
International Airport. Photo by B.
Sakura Cannestra.

The San Jose City Council saw a pres-
entation with planning updates Tues-
day. It includes more than 100 watch
parties, 13 concerts with national
headliners and 13 after dark light
shows. Mostwill be at downtown ven-
ues.

So far, the city has been focusing on
events in and around downtown
neighborhoods, but councilmembers
are interested in bringing the festiv-
ities to neighborhoods in other dis-
tricts. Amemo from Councilmembers
Pamela Campos, Domingo Candelas,
David Cohen and Bien Doan ask for
more information on how much the
city is investing to support events hap-
pening in other neighborhoods.

Cohen represents the North San Jose
neighborhoods closest to Levi’s Sta-

dium. He wants to have more con-
versations about supporting those
small businesses near the stadium. He
said the city could support neighbor-
hood events by promoting them.

“It does make sense that we want
to attract people downtown,” Cohen
said. “The purpose of our memo on
Tuesday was just to reinforce that
there are other places in the city with
people who would enjoy attending
events related to the Super Bowl and
particularly the World Cup, and we
want to make sure the city doesn’t
neglect to consider that in the strat-
egy.”

Mahan said it would be too big a
task for the city to have ahand in every
event but encouraged community
groups and businesses to host events
in their neighborhoods to continue
festivities.

Bay Area Host Committee CEO and
President Zaileen Janmohamed said
the host committee published a play-
book with guidelines for local busi-
nesses and community groups hop-
ing to organize their own events.

The city has been sprucing up its
downtown for the pastyear in prepa-
ration for the crowds, with improved
signage and more public art. The San
Jose Downtown Association unveiled
its first “stitching districts” project
along Santa Clara Street earlier this
month, with 17 projects along the four-
block stretch between Market and
Fourth streets.

Club

Continued from page 3
and these programs provide the knowl-
edge and skills to do just that."

In addition to virtual club gatherings
throughout the school year, Ambassa-
dors are encouraged to volunteer in
their communities. Membersin the 12th
grade, set to graduate in spring 2026,
are eligible to apply for the $5,000 schol-
arship from the John Jay Fetzer Memo-
rial Scholarship Fund. The scholarship
benefits seniors who demonstrate

exceptional academic achievement,
leadership, civil debate skills, civics
knowledge and community service.

"We are thrilled to provide our nation's
youth an opportunity to learn more
aboutour nation's form of government,”
said Sarah Suggs, President and CEO at
the O'Connor Institute. "Our program
includes scholarship opportunities,
graduation cords and encourages vol-
unteerism.”

For more information and to register
for the Ambassador Civics & Debate
Club, visit oconnorinstitute.org/ambas-
sadors.



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ® ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM ALMADEN TIMES = SEPT. 12 - SEPT. 25, 2025 ® PAGE 7

grpum CA;@@L /cao’e,

INSPIRE EXPLORE L.HALL!:..

AN AWARD-WINNING
LEARNING CENTER IN SAN JOSE

THE BEST 10K 2L o e Academic Courses!

- 2023 )VOI‘I‘te it

uier 20220021 Grades K - 12
 Reading Comprehension *Online & In-Person

+ Writing & Grammar Now Enrolling!
e Public Speaking & Debate 2025/26 SChOOl ‘Y'ear

e Mathematics

e Logic & Critical Thinking Courses!

Competitive Debate (4 O 8 ) 8 3 9 5 9 O 5

HSPT, PSAT & SAT Test Prep
Study Skills for Academic Success
e Test-Taking Strategies

Visit: SCAASanJose.com
for the complete schedule
of camps & classes!

BEST OF
THE BEST

HALL OF FAME

nnnnnnn

Silver Creek Academy
5619 Silver Creek Valley Road
San Jose, CA 95138
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Cars in the Park

The largest annual
antique and classic

auto show in the West
"A Living History Day" at
History San Jose Sept. 13

auto show in the West will take place
Saturday, September 13 from 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m.

The 25th annual Cars in the Park pre-
sented by the Santa Clara Valley Model T
Ford Club and History San José will take
place on Saturday, September 13, 2025,
from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. This eventfills
History Park (Kelley Park, 693 Phelan Ave,
San José, CA) with 200 period-correct
through 1949 vehicles, fire equipment, bicy-
cles, and motorcycles of all makes.

Requirements for entering an antique
or classic vehicle

There is no registration nor fee required
to enter a vehicle. Just bring your antique
vehicle to the gate at History Park. All vehi-
cles permitted on the grounds of History
Park, from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. existed
between the late 1800s through 1949 and
are period-correct. No vehicle that doesn't
meet these requirements will be allowed
on the grounds of History Park during the
show.

The featured vehicles this year are Race
Cars and Speedsters through 1931.

The largest annual antique and classic

Also located on the grounds will be the
Early Day Gas Engine and Tractor Associ-
ation. There will be antique crafts demon-
strated and antique collectibles displayed.
The Silicon Gulch Dixieland Band will pro-
vide music. Listen to The Tonic Trio Singers
singing songs from the '20s and '30s. See
toy trains operated, take a trolley ride and
see blacksmith demonstrations. Take a
photo with an antique auto at the Associ-
ated Oil Company Service Station. Activi-
ties are provided for kids. Food will be
available from food trucks. Ice cream is
available at O’Brien’s Ice Cream Parlor.

Dennis Mattish, author of six books on the
history of auto racing in Northern and Cen-
tral California will be on hand to give a pres-
entation in the theater on racing in the Bay
Area.

Mike Hennessy, owner of Hennessy Auto-
motive and host of The Car Guy Channel
will be the announcer for the popular Model
T Put-together event.

Please note there is NO alcohol and NO
BBQs allowed inside the Park. Dogs on leash-
es are allowed. These are Park rules and
must be followed.

Event activity schedule

12:00 Music by the Silicon Gulch Dixieland
Band

1.00 Presentation: Bay Area Auto Racing

2:00 The Tonic Trio Singers

2:30 Model T Put-Together

3:30 Drawing for Door Prizes

Fees:

Adults: $ 10, Seniors: $ 8, Children (6 to
12) & HS] members: $5. Participants & Chil-
dren under 6: Free. Adjacent City Parking:
$10.

Bring your yard to life!

Our rebates of up to $3,000

help make the change!
WaterSavings.org

/é’ Valley Water

ner clinics for adults and juniors (8 and
older). Those who want more action can
sign up to play in a one-point tournament
where the first to win a single point
advances to the next round, making it any-
one’s game.

Cheer, Watch & Connect

If you want to support the cause without
playing come cheer on Dink-a-Thon par-
ticipants, watch exhibition matches fea-
turing local pros, bid in the silent auction,
or try your luck in the raffle. Cancer CARE-
point representatives will also be onsite,
sharing resources and answering ques-
tions.

“Whether cancer has touched your life
or you simply want to support a meaning-
ful cause, Dink4Pink s the place to be,” said
Josh, Director of Tennis and Pickleball at
AVAC. “The event honors AVAC’s tradition
of bringing the community together and
giving back to life-changing causes. We
hope to see you there!”

For more information or to register for
the Dink-a-Thon and start collecting
pledges, visit www.avac.us/dink4pink

Dink4Pink

Continued from page 1
system.

“Dink4Pink is a full circle moment for
me,” said Alex Camp, cancer survivor and
AVAC’s Tennis and Pickleball Office Super-
visor. “A year ago, | never imagined I'd be
here. I'm deeply grateful for the chance to
give back to Cancer CAREpoint, an organ-
ization that’s very close to my heart. I
encourage everyone to sign up for the Dink-
a-Thon and help us reach our goal of
$50,000 to make a real impact in the fight
against breast cancer!”

Dink-a-Thon: Rally to Raise $50,000

The charity event’s main draw is the Dink-
a-Thon, a pledge-based fundraiser that
encourages participants to gather “per game
pledges” before the event. On game day, they
will have a 10-hour window of open play
to get as many games in as they can, using
their pledges asincentives. The event aims
to raise $50,000, with all proceeds going
towards Cancer CAREpoint.

All levels are welcome, including begin-
ners. AVAC will host complimentary begin-

Dink4Pink Pickleball Fundraiser
Saturday, October 4th

Join us at the Almaden Valley Athletic Club
as we use our love of Pickleball to fight
against breast cancer with an all-day open
play event!

Sign up and rally your family, friends and
community to support your play with per-
game pledges where every match helps raise
funds for Cancer CAREpoint. This local non-
profit provides free resources to Bay Area
cancer patients and their families. All skill
levels welcome!

Details: AVAC.US/Dink4Pink

VALLEY ATHLETIC CLUB
AVE « SAN JOSE « CA « 95124
C.US ¢« 408.445.4900

Atlas
Trillo.

Heating & Air Conditioning

Unbeatable
Savings on -
HVAC Services!

Schedule Soon & Save Up to $2000!

Free Estimates and Second Opinions for New Heating
and Cooling Systems

Many Payment Options to choose from
Service Available Seven Days a Week
Licensed and Professional Technicians

Q Calltoday! (855) 447-2928

#% $2000

1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 on a New Cooling ]
1 and Heating System with
: our Buy Back Program! :
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1

Cooling or Heating
System Tune Up

Price valid for one working unit. Excludes oil fired systems. Valid at participating
ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party. new constructi or

Savings requires purchase and installation of select complete heating and cooling
system. Removal and disposal by Company of existing heating and cooling system
required. Valid at participating ARS™ Network locations. Not valid for third party, new

construction, or customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior
sales. Call service center for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or
transferred and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001
Offer expires 9/30/25 . License numbers available at americanresidential.com/
licenses. “Operating in the state of California as Greenstar Home Services License #:
795556, RighTime Home Services License #: 765074, Beutler Air Conditioning and
Plumbing License #: 795540, Atlas Trillo License #: 742039, ARS License #: 791820".

ion,
customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center
for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred
and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value S$.001

| Offer expires 9/30/25. License numbers available at americanresidential. com/ 1
licenses. “Operating in the state of California as Greenstar Home Services License #:

1 795556, RighTime Home Services License #: 765074, Beutler Air Conditioning and 1

I Plumbing License #: 795540, Atlas Trillo License #: 742038, ARS License #: 791820", 1
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Call to place your
ad today!
408-494-7000

I Buy Comic Books.
Cash Paid. Alex
(408) 393-1385

Employment

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST
Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's
International Trade related. $62421/yr,
Pumyang Shipping America
Inc., 3494 Depot Rd,
Hayward, CA 94545

SPRING SPECIALS!

Gall us for details

LOOK!YY
FIEEEYSY

in Free Window Cleaning w/ Ext. Paint Job!
Free Pressure Wash w/Ext. Paint Job!
Free Estimate & Color Consultation w/Job!

* Residential & Commercial
e Interior & Exterior
e Drywall Repairs
e Handyman Services

M & L Jewelers

Jewelers & Watch Repair
Ring sizing - Watch bands
Watch batteries - Engraving
Stone replacement & More!

Ask about our exclusive watch battery warranties!
(408) 270-6080
3218 S. White Rd. San Jose, CA
Mon.-Fri. 10am-7pm, Sat. 10am-5pm

We'll Beat Any Reasonable Price!
30+ Years Experience
CA. ST. LIC #651686
Insured & Bonded

TEL: (408) 281-7500
www.faithpainting.com

Faith —) . =
Painting “/ (¥ . .
& Y &

¢T1.-F‘

TimesClassifieds

Buy/Sell m Mausoleum Crypt for sale

Reflections Mausoleum

For sale 254C double crypt in the beauti-
ful Refections Mausoleum at Los Gatos
Memorial Park. The crypt is a perfect
location, just above eye level. Price:
29,500. The Cemetery will make all
transfers. (408) 455- 8696 Tony Ranieri;

OneGolfingWino@gmail.com

Shoe Repair

S

S SHOE 27,
%ﬂ‘%

408-270-0850

No Shoe is Ever Too 01d!

Hours:
Mon-Fri

Saturday

9:00 am - 5:00 pm

9:30 am - 4:00 pm

2850 Quimby Rd. Suite 100 = 270-0850
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Gutter Cleaning/Roof Repair

e

GUTTER CLEANING AND

ROOF REPAIR SPECIAL

Only $89 for local professional GUTTER CLEANING.
And MINOR ROOF REPAIR only $89. Experts in
Roof Restoration and Home Maintenance.

Local Willow Glen Resident. Call Daniel (408) 771-8814.

e b

AN\

LIVING HOPE
APOSTOLIC MIN-
ISTRIES
https://www.
livinghopeam.org
2650 Aborn Rd.

San Jose, CA 95135
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Bible Study” (Group
Study Room) every

N
| NS

Y
~J
=
! ship and outreach,
i we strive to nurture
: and grow a strong
: faith community of
¢ believers, a family of
: all ages, where each
¢ member feels wel-
i comed, loved, valued
¢ and empowered to
: serve. Children are
: especially welcomed
i and cherished as an
i important part of
¢ God's family.

Saturday at 12:00pm :

OUR MISSION: Evan-

gelizing our commu-
nity and the world
with the gospel of
Jesus Christ. OUR
MINISTRY: Training
ministers on how to

Som1T

l [\el:reen Istamic Cenler

use their love for God :

to reach those in
need of His love.
OUR PASSION:
Transforming lives

within our community :

with God’s love.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

IN ALMADEN
6581 Camden Ave.

San Jose, CA 95120. :

The Rev. Shelley

Booth Denney, Rector :
Phone:408-268-0243 :

Web:www.eca-sj.org
At the Episcopal
Church in Aimaden
(ECA), we are joyful
followers of Jesus
Christ. Through wor-
ship, study, fellow-

: EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
: CENTER (EIC)

¢ hitp://www.eicsan-

: jose.org

¢ 2486 Ruby Ave,

i San Jose CA 95148.

: (408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum"
: the English meaning is
i "Peace be upon you".
Q) What is Islam, who
¢ are Muslims, and what
is the Quran?

A) Islam is a faith and
: way of life. Islam

i began in the 7th centu-
: ry. People who follow
+ Islam are known as

i Muslims. The Quran is
: the Divine book that

i guides Muslims to

: of Evergreen :
: EPH?! g : 95120. Mass is cele-
i brated at 8:30 a.m.

i Monday - Friday. Our
+ weekend Mass sched-
: ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
¢ Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
iam,11:30am.and6 :
: p.m. Rite of Reconcilia- :
: tion is every Saturday
¢ at4 p.m. or by

: appointment. Our

¢ Parish Office is open

i Monday - Thursday

: 8:30 am. - 4:30 p.m.
¢ and Friday 9:00 a.m. -
¢ 3:00 p.m. Call 408-

i 997-5100 for recorded
¢ information or 408-

i 997-5101 to speak

: with someone in our

i parish office.

%%

! practice Islam.

i "Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
: latak™ the English

: meaning is " May Allah
¢ (swt) protect you and
3 your family".

¢ Please visit our website :
¢ to learn more. :

: GRACE CHURCH OF

: EVERGREEN

+ www.GraceChurchEv-
: ergreen.Com

: 408-274-1200

: See you on Facebook.
: 2650 Aborn Rd at

i Kettmann, across from
: the Public Library.

: Serving Evergreen for
: over 55 years.

i John Goldstein Pastor.
: john@GraceChurchEv-
¢ ergreen.com. Christian
+ worship every Sunday
: at 11am. Together we
¢ build better lives and a
i better community.

¢ Music Institute

i (408)791 7772. After
: School Piano, Violin,
+ Other classical Instru-
i ments.

: PreSchool, Ages 2-6

¢ Caring for your child

+ with God’s love and

: affection.

: Check our website for
i current activities.

: HOLY SPIRIT

: CATHOLIC CHURCH

: Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our

¢ promise to our mem-
i bers. If you are looking
+ for an active Christian
: faith community, we

+ invite you to experience :
¢ Holy Spirit Parish Com-
¢ in Punjab of old British
i India. A Guruwhois a
: "teacher" or "enlighten- :
i er' completes the rela-
: tionship of teaching

i and learning. Sikhism
¢ is monotheistic and

i stresses the equality of
: all men and women.

i Sikhs believe in three

munity. All are wel-

: come! We are located

N ¢ at 1200 Redmond
Qi Grace Church Avenue, San Jose, CA

God. iy One
dufex

: Rab Ik Hai

SAN JOSE

: GURDWARA

: 3636 Gurdwara Ave.

San Jose, CA 95148

i The word Sikh (see-kh)
i means "disciple" or

+ "student." A Sikh is a

: practitioner of the faith

i God (praying), earning
¢ aliving by honest

: means and sharing the
+ fruits of one's labor

i with others. Currently
: there are close to one
¢ million Sikhs living in

¢ the USA and Canada

: and 25 million Sikhs

¢ living around the world.
: Sikhism is the 5th

: largest religion in the

i world. At the Gurd-

: wara (House of God) in
i San Jose we welcome
: all. We pray daily for

i peace and prosperity

: for everybody in the

¢ world. Come to visit

: and enjoy Langer

: (food) in our kitchen

i which is open 365

+ days of the year and

i serves complementary
: vegetarian meals. We
: also encourage you to
+ enter our history room

founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak

basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of

so ) BNy ,
/AN N

¢ Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
: sion Center, Parish Gift
+ Shop, and Memorial

: Garden are all located

: at 5111 San Felipe Rd.
: Please come join us in
¢ worship at any of the

¢ following times in our

¢ Chapel: Weekdays (M-
i Sa) at 8:30 AM; Satur- :
: days at 4:.00 PM (Eng-
: lish) and 5:30 PM

¢ (Vietnamese); Sundays
i at 8:00 AM (English),

: 10:00 AM (English),

i 12:00 PM (English),

: 4:00 PM (Vietnamese),
¢ and 6:00 PM Youth

i Mass (English). The

¢ Villages Gated Com-

: munity also features a
: Mass on Sundays at

: 8:15 AM at the Cribari

+ Auditorium.

¢ For more information,

: please call or visit us at :
: the Parish Office open
¢ M-F 9:00 AM -12:00

i PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00

¢ on site and walk the

¢ beautiful grounds.

¢ Learn more about us

i and community events
¢ we sponsor by visiting
i our website;

: http://www. SanJose-
¢ Gurdwara.org

: ST. FRANCIS OF

: ASSISI CATHOLIC

: CHURCH

: 5111 San Felipe Rd.,

¢ San Jose, CA 95135

: 408-223-1770

¢ www.sfoasj.com

i We invite you to join

: our community of faith
¢ located in the Ever-

¢ green area of San

: Jose. We are an inclu-
¢ sive diverse communi-
i ty striving to serve as

: Disciples of Jesus

¢ Christ in the footsteps
i of St. Francis, offering
+ prayerful and joyful

: liturgies, evangeliza-

+ tion, fellowship, and

i service opportunities to :
: the community. :
: We offer spiritual

: opportunities for all

: ages, including chil-

¢ dren's liturgy, dynamic
i E.C.H.0 Jr. High,

¢ L.G.N.LTE. High

: School, & North Star
: Young Adult Ministries, :
i along with small faith
¢ communities and

: opportunities to help
: the poor and marginal- :
: ized of San Jose.

: Our Chapel, Gathering

PM. Come join us and

share your presence

i with us so that together
¢ we may grow and

i share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

@

! thepoint.church

¢ THE POINT CHURCH
i 3695 Rose Terrasse Cir
: San Jose, CA 95148
: (408) 270-7646

: English Service:

+ Sundays at 9:30 &

i 11:00 AM

: Spanish Service:

: 11:00 AM

¢ Cambodian Service:
i 11:00 AM

: Cantonese Service:

i 11:00 AM

¢ Mandarin Service:

i 11:00AM

Youth Extreme Point

i (7th-12th grade):
: Every Saturday at 6:30
¢ PM - 8:30 PM

To place a worship
listing, email
limes@
timesmediainc.com
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