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Mosquitoes
carrying West Nile
virus are detected
in San Jose

By William Bellou
Publisher

osquitoes carrying West
M Nile virus have been

detected in San Jose for
the first time this year resulting
in the spraying by the Santa Clara
County Mosquitoes and Vector
Control District.

Spraying treatments were con-
ducted on August 29 to control
the population of adult mosqui-
toes who carry the virus for 3-4
hours encompassing zip codes
95118,95124,95125 and 95136.
The treatments include the pes-
ticide Zenivex which is approved
by both state and federal envi-
ronmental protection agencies.

“Protecting our community
from West Nile virus is one of our
top priorities,” Dr. Nayer Zahiri,
manager of the Mosquito and

See WEST NILE, page 10
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Future of East San
Jose youth center
uncertain after fire

By Lorraine Gabbert
San José Spotlight
devastating fire that recently gutted a
Avacant youth center in East San Jose has-
n’'t diminished the community’s desire
to restore it for future use.

The former Mexican American Community
Services Agency (MACSA) building burned
down Friday, breaking the hearts of Eastside

Corina Herrera-Loera, a trustee with the Alum Rock
Union School District, places flowers during a vigil
after the fire. She said the community is heartbro-
ken. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.

advocates who want to revitalize and reuse
the space. The Alum Rock Union School Dis-
trict, which owns the property, held an emer-
gency meeting the next day to authorize assess-
ing whatremediation and possible demolition
needs to occur. The San Jose Fire Department
is still investigating the cause of the fire.
“There is a substantial amount of debris,”
Rogelio Ruiz, district legal counsel, said at the
meeting. “There are tall standing structures
that are burned out that are leaning. There is
asbestos contained in building materials ...
and potentially some lead as well. All of these
materials are in a very tight and close com-

A fire engulfed the former Mexican American Community Services Agency youth center building in East
San Jose on Aug. 29, 2025. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.

munity, and of course, in proximity to the class-
rooms (at Renaissance Academy at Mathson).”

The emergency designation — approved
unanimously by the board of trustees — allows
the district to skip the two-month bid process
to select who will handle the work. It also
needs approval from Santa Clara County Super-
intendent of Schools David Toston. District
officials expect to have structural engineers
at the site this week.

“We failed this community in so many ways
already,” Trustee Corina Herrera-Loera told
San José Spotlight, adding she was speaking

See MACSA, page 10

O'Brien's
Ice Cream
Parlor
reopens

self as O’Brien’s Ice Cream Parlor
at History Park has reopened!
Originally a much beloved neighbor-
hood spotin SanJosé, the real O’Brien’s
first opened its doorsin 1874 and quick-
ly became known for its charm and
friendly service. The tradition lives on
inside the historic re-creation, where
hand-scooped ice cream brings the past
to life.

Step back in time and treat your-

O’Brien’s is once again serving up a
sweet taste of nostalgia—this time with
hand-scooped favorites from Santa
Cruz’s own Marianne’s Ice Cream.

Try O’Brien’s new HS]J taffy mixes!
The Orchard Mix includes Sakauye
Farmhouse Pear, Dawsons Canned
Peaches & Arbuckle Apple, and the His-
tory San José mix features Light Tower
Lime, Peralta's Prickly Pear & O'Brien's
Vanilla Cone.

Party time!

Sam Seibert, a retired captain who served with the San Jose Fire
Department for 30 years celebrates his 106th birthday celebra-
tion at the San Jose Fire Museum on Aug. 26. Siebert is most like-
ly the oldest known living firefighter in the United States. “The
years have been good to me,” says Seibert, who retired in 1976.
He was joined by generations of family and friends.
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Play golf on a Spectacular Championship 18 hole golf course
for ONLY. . .. $34.00 3

The Villages Golf & Country Club
Homes ranging from $500,000 to $1.7 million
k _Enjoy Country Club Living in this 55+ Gated Community

Other Amenities:
Tennis - Pickle Ball - Bocce - Pools - Hiking - Billiards
Fine & Casual Dining in our Clubhouse & Bistro

" Come for a Tour ~ Stay for a Lifetime
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AN AWARD-WINNING
LEARNING CENTER IN SAN JOSE

THE BEST aggs B =y Academic Courses!
rs » 2023 )u'orlte)Jrlte)
Coaiienr 2022 2021 Grades K - 12
e Reading Comprehension *Online & In-Person
o Writing & Grammar Now Enrolling!

e Public Speaking & Debate 2025/26 School Year

e Mathematics

e Logic & Critical Thinking Courses!

e Competitive Debate (4 O 8 ) 8 3 9 5 9 O 5

e HSPT, PSAT & SAT Test Prep
e Study Skills for Academic Success
e Test-Taking Strategies

Visit: SCAASanJose.com
for the complete schedule
of camps & classes!

BEST OF
THE BEST

HALL OF FAME
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Silver Creek Academy
5619 Silver Creek Valley Road
San Jose, CA 95138
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San Jose brings
150 homeless
neighbors
indoors; removes
nearly 300K Ibs.
of trash

Dozens more will soon be
housed in tiny homes,
motel placements

he City of San José recently
Tbegan clearing Columbus

Park — launching the city’s
largest clean-up operation in the
last decade.

When work began, 370 people
occupied the park, including 11 chil-
dren and over 50 seniors living in
unsafe, unmanaged conditions.
There were also 120 lived-in vehi-
cles, the majority of which were
inoperable.

“As we've cleared Columbus,
we've removed nearly 100,000
pounds of trash and moved about
40 people indoors - every single
week,” said San Jos€é Mayor Matt
Mahan. “This is an incredible
achievement made possible by
many departments workingin tan-

dem to create the change our resi-
dents have been demanding. We
have a long way to go, but we're
proving in San Jose that when you
create basic, dignified housing,
require people come indoors and
establish no encampment zones,
we can maintain lasting progress.”

After extensive outreach over a
70-day period, approximately 65%
of those occupying Columbus Park
had agreed to come indoors as of
last week, and more than 160 peo-

ple have since moved into shelter
placements. Casa Linda and Fontaine
Inn are both now at capacity and
move-ins will continue this week at
the Alura Hotel, Bristol Hotel and the
Taylor Safe Sleeping Site.

“The progress at Columbus Park
speaks to our unwavering com-
mitment to reduce unsheltered
homelessness and improve our
neighborhoods,” said City Manag-
er Jennifer Maguire. “It shows what
is possible when we combine com-

passion with action. We are help-
ing residents move into safer living
conditions while preparing the park
to be a place of pride and belong-
ing for the entire community.”

Police, Fire and BeautifyS] teams
have since made significant
progress cleaning up the park,
removing nearly 300,000 Ibs. of
trash and 110 vehicles from the
area. Potable water distribution and
city outreach services continue to
be offered on site.

SAVING WATER OUTDOORS IS £45)Y
WITH OUR FREE WATER-WISE SURVEY

/‘Q/ Valley Water
(S =

WaterSavings.org
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2721 Aborn Road, Suite 10
San Jose, CA 95121
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HOURS OF OPERATION
Mon-Fri: 9:00am - 7:00 pm
Sat: 10:00am - 6:00 pm
Sun: 11:00am - 4:00 pm
ORDER ONLINE! WE DELIVER!

Expires  9/30/25 . Limit one (1) / N

coupon per guest. Coupon must be
presented at time of purchase. Valid

only at the Nothing Bundt Cakes E
bakery(ies) listed. Valid only on baked

goods; not valid on retail items. Must .'!
be claimed in bakery during normal .
business hours. Not valid for online
orders. Not valid with any other offer.
Discounts applied before tax. Coupon For Bakery
may not be reproduced, transferred Use Only
or sold. Internet distribution strictly

prohibited. No cash value.

___________________________________________________



PAGE 6 = EVERGREEN TIMES = SEPT. 19 - OCT. 2, 2025 SERVING EVERGREEN & SILVER CREEK VALLEY SINCE 1982 m ONLINE: EVERGREENTIMES.COM

THANK
YOU

for being a longtime
reader of this paper

We appreciate your continued
support of our local journalism.
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Bring your yard to life!

Our rebates of up to $3,000 A
help make the change! &

WaterSavings.org

Valley Water

It's easy & FREE e £

: k SAN JOSE
to get rid of your junk T

SJenvironment.org/junkpickup

Help keep our neighborhood clean!  Report illegal dumping: 408-535-3500

AVAC hosts Dink4Pink fundraiser
to fight against breast cancer

October 4 charity event brings pickleball community together to raise
$50,000, benefiting Cancer CAREpoint, a nonprofit supporting Bay Area
cancer patients, survivors and families

By William Bellou

Publisher
In honor of Breast Cancer Awareness

Cancer
CAREpoint

COUNSELING * AS - RESOURCES  EDUCATION

Month, the award-winning Almaden Val-

ley Athletic Club (AVAC), will rally the
community and its love of pickleball to fight
against breast cancer during its Dink4Pink
charity event held Saturday, October 4th
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.

The Heart of the Event

Every year, thousands of women are diag-
nosed with breast cancer, and it's not just
happening to middle-aged or older women.
AVAC’s Tennis and Pickleball Office Super-
visor, Alex Camp, was diagnosed with breast
cancer at 35. Considered ‘too young’ for
screenings, which typically start at 40, she
had to advocate hard for imaging. Soon after,
doctors confirmed she had breast cancer that
had already spread to her lymph nodes
despite being in an early stage.

While she’s cancer free today, her journey
was one of the most challenging life events
she’s had to navigate. Cancer CAREpoint, a
local nonprofit offering free support and
resources to patients, survivors, families and
caregivers, was a vital part of her support

Cancer survivor Alex Camp and her husband Kyle,
at this year’s Cancer CAREpoint annual Garden
Party. Alex is AVAC’s Tennis and Pickleball Office

See DINK4PINK, page 9 | SUPEIVsor

Meals on Wheels

Nutritious Meals for Homebound Older Adults

Are you 60 years or older?
Do you worry about shopping for food?
Do you struggle preparing meals on a regular basis?

To learn more about Meals on Wheels,
please call (408) 350-3237 or
email community@mysourcewise.com
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Volunteer Management Unit offers opportunities

By Domingo Candelas
id you know that the San
D Jose Parks, Recreation, and
Neighborhood Services
(PRNS) Department has a Vol-
unteer Management Unit (VMU)?
The VMU hosts FREE volunteer
events throughout San Jose that
anyone can participate in!
Volunteers with our Parks &
Rec Department play a vital role
in keeping our parks and trails
safe and well-maintained so that
everyone can continue to enjoy them!
Ifyou're looking for along-term volunteer

Council
Report

Domingo Candelas,
District 8 Councilmember

opportunity, the Adopt-A-Park/
Trail Program is for you! This
option s perfect for service clubs,
faith-based organizations, and
neighborhood associations. To
learn more about the service com-
mitmentand application process,
visit the PRNS webpage.

By maintaining our public
spaces, we have more opportu-
nities for activation events, build-
ing stronger neighborhoods!

It is my pleasure and privilege
to serve as your City Councilmember.

San Jose on the
hunt for new e-
scooter provider

By B. Sakura Cannestra
San José Spotlight
an Jose is looking for a new e-scooter
S partner after negotiations with the
exclusive vendor fell through.

Scooter users were surprised to see an
announcementin the Spin app sayingitwould
end services on Aug. 27 in San Jose. City ofti-
cials said they declined to renew the com-
pany’s permit because Spin never deployed
the required minimum of 500 scooters. But
a Spin representative said the city didn’t
address rampant vandalism.

Colin Heyne, spokesperson for the trans-
portation department, said Spin had a one-
year contract with the option to extend it
another year. The permit allowed Spin to
deploy up to 1,000 scooters citywide, but
city data shows the company only deployed
about an average of 240. Heyne deferred
questions about why Spin couldn’t reach its
minimum requirement to the company.

“We hoped that giving a permit to a sole
operator would make San Jose a more entic-
ing market,” Heyne told San José Spotlight.

Shiraz Rosenthal, a government partner
manager for Spin, said the company lost more
than 400 scooters to theft or vandalism in
the first half of 2025, a “significant portion”
of the company’s fleet. She said they tried
to work with city officials to renew the con-
tract, but San Jose required Spin to pay a per-
mit fee for the maximum 1,000 scooters,
which wasn’t financially feasible.

“While we're of course disappointed that
it came to this, it was an honor to provide
the community’s residents and visitors with
access to eco-friendly, alternative trans-
portation options,” Rosenthal told San José
Spotlight.

Micromobility devices, such as e-bikes,
skateboards and scooters, were controver-
sial when they first began popping up, but
companies working alongside local govern-
ments and regulators have made them more
consistently accessible. While Spin’s e-scoot-
ers have disappeared from San Jose, the city
is still part of the Lyft Bay Wheels program,
which provides rentable e-bikes at dozens
of stations.

Heyne said Spin asked for a lower scoot-
er number for the additional year extension,

San Jose is looking for a new scooter vendor,
after Spin's contract expired. Photo courtesy of
Spin.

but the city rejected the request because it
ran counter to the micromobility program’s
goals to provide accessible and effective
transportation services.

City data shows people used the scooters
one to two times every day. The highest num-
ber of scooters available in one month was
November 2024, when 499 scooters could
be found throughout San Jose.

Spin scooters can still be rented in part-
nering cities nationwide, the closest being
San Francisco.

Monica Mallon, transit advocate and San
José Spotlight columnist, said she used the
scooters a few times a month and wanted to
use one last weekend before she saw the
announcement in the app. The scooters
weren't available in Mallon’s neighborhood,
so she could only use them when traveling
through more highly trafficked areas, such
as downtown.

Mallon said she’s seen more people use
bikes and scooters on public transit to reach
their final destination. She said renting a
shared scooter can be more accessible than
buying one, because the rider doesn’t need
to worry about maintenance or theft.

Cities across Santa Clara County have been
looking to provide “last-mile” connections,
to help residents travel shorter distances
from transit hubs or homes. Santa Clara and
Cupertino jointly contract with an on-demand
micro transit ride-share service, Silicon Val-
ley Hopper, which Sunnyvale plans to sign
up with soon.

Symphony San Jose's 2025/2026 Season
and embark on a journey of
musical adventures!

Begin with the sparkling opening concert
with Masquerade, featuring our favorite
pianist, Jon Nakamatsu. Delight in Broadway
magic with Symphonic Spooktacular to
celebrate Halloween. Start the holiday season
on a joyful note with Holiday Spectacular and
The San Jose Nutcracker. Fall in love with
Hopelessly Romantic with Schubert,
Sibelius’s passionate Violin Concerto, and
Schumann’s stirring Symphony No. 4.
Experience a night of Chorale power and
mystery with The Enigmatic Voice. Movie fans
will soar through Hollywood Spectacular: Out
of This World. Travel through Beethoven’s
Pastorale and feel the excitement of the
world cup coming to town with our
Symphonic World Cup season finale!

www.symphonysanjose.org

One Step Closer Therapeutic Riding presents
G.R.LT.
An Equine-Assisted-Learning Program for Women

SELF-CONFIDENCE
RESILIENCE
LIFE SKILLS

SAFE BOUNDARIES

"It is deeply healing to tap into the power of the centuries old bond between horse and human.
It's truly profound that our two species, with such diametrically different views of predator vs prey,
can come together in partnership and trust. | feel privileged to have the opportunity to learn
what these incredible teachers have to offer us.” - GRIT Participant

OSC has opened a new program for women based upon equine interaction
and equine-assisted-learning, designed to develop self-awareness and
self-acceptance, confidence and resilience, and safe boundaries.

G.R.LT. is for adult women led by OSC founder Landa Keirstead.
The small group meets in 2 hour sessions, once per week for six-weeks

Contact One Step Closer for more information and to enroll
one.step.closer@sbcglobal.net 408-778-3567
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WATERWISE
Water challenges
are formidable

By Matthew Frazier

agement.

Regional Disparities

The rainfall distribution throughout Califor-
nia also revealed alarming disparities. While
Northern California was fortunate enough to
baskin near or above-average precipitation in
the lead-up to summer, San Jose found itself
in stark contrast, experiencing a severe rain-
fall deficit. The situation worsened as South-
ern California grappled with dramatically low
rainfall levels, amplifying the risk

by a set of formidable water

S an Jose is being confronted

challenges.

The potential for devastating
wildfires continue to bring anx-
iety among residents and local
officials alike.

Although the immediate im-
pacts of the drought were some-
what alleviated by statewide
water reserves that had accu-
mulated from the previous two
wet winters, the precarious sce-
nario that unfolded warranted
urgent action and a collective
response from the community.

Statewide Water Conditions

California’s overall water supply painted a
mixed picture as July ended. Thanks to two con-
secutive winters marked by generous rainfall,
reservoir levels across the state were ata com-
mendable 108% of their historical average.
This figure offered a temporary sense of relief
amidst the uncertainties; however, as dry sum-
mer conditions settled in, major reservoirs
began to release substantial amounts of water
to satisfy various allocations. Particularly in San
Jose, this was a critical juncture for water man-

Water Wise

Matthew Frazier,
Certified Water
Manager

of drought conditions in that part
of the state. Additionally, the Sier-
ra Nevada snowpack, a crucial
reservoir for summer runoff,
showed signs of weakness as it
slipped below the average levels
late in winter.

Local San Jose Conditions

Locally, while San Jose man-
aged to avoid an official drought
declaration, the statistics revealed
a concerning reality: the city
recorded its driest June in an
astonishing 131 years. This was
more than just a record; it was
an alarming indication of the severe environ-
mental conditions we faced. The U.S. Drought
Monitor provided some reassurance, noting
thatas oflate July, Santa Clara County remained
drought-free. Nevertheless, the prevailing dry
trends posed an imminentrisk that could swift-
ly change the status quo. With every passing
day devoid of significant rainfall, the future of
water security in the region hung in the bal-
ance.

Wildfire Risk

Compounding these anxieties was the esca-

lating risk of wildfires ravaging through dry
landscapes, made worse by rising summer
temperatures. Predictions released by the
National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC) indi-
cated a higher-than-normal fire potential in
Northern California for August and Septem-
ber, amplifying the urgency for enhanced fire
preparedness and robust community safety
measures. The combination of dry vegetation
and high temperatures left many areas vul-
nerable to fires, leading to increased appre-
hension among residents regarding fire safe-
ty in their neighborhoods.

Immediate action is crucial to ensure water
security and mitigate the burgeoning risks of
wildfire as the community enters a prolonged
dry season. The responsibility lies not only on
local agencies butalso on individuals and fam-
ilies to engage in proactive measures that safe-
guard precious water resources and promote
fire safety awareness.

By embracing a collective spirit of vigilance
and responsibility, the residents of San Jose can
work together to navigate these challenging
times, fostering a more resilient community
that is better equipped to face whatever envi-
ronmental hurdles may lie ahead. The time for
action is now, and through cooperation and
preparedness, we can ensure a brighter, safer
future for San Jose.

Senator Cortese’s bill
reducing wildfire risk
while protecting
native plants
approved by assembly

By Sean Eastwood

Times staff reporter
enator Dave Cortese’s (D-Silicon
SValley) Senate Bill 653 that
defines and promotes environ-
mentally sensitive vegetation man-
agement to reduce catastrophic wild-
fire risk while protecting native plants
and wildlife was passed by the Cali-
fornia Assembly Sept. 8. The bill now
goes back to the Senate for approval.

This bill was passed as the peak of
California’s year-round wildfire sea-
son gets underway running through
the fall including significant risks from
Santa Ana winds in Southern Califor-
nia.

“My bill about vegetation manage-
ment is so crucial because it address-
esakey tension between wildfire pre-
vention and environmental conser-
vation. Senate Bill 653 is a science-
based approach that eases that tension
and is protective on all fronts," said
State Senator Dave Cortese. “This bill
will help guide state agencies that fund
these projects to prioritize certain eco-
logical best practices while reducing
long-term catastrophic wildfire risk.”

l.‘
i

EVERGREEN
VALLEY COLLEGE

STILL IN HIGH SCHOOL?

Earn high school and

college credit at the
same time... for FREE!

Located in the foothills of San Jose.
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iN MEMORY
Alexander

Daniel Stepovich

1932 - 2025

Resident of the Villages
Golf and Country Club

lexander Daniel Stepovich passed away
Apeacefully athishomeattheage of92,

with his beloved wife, Saundra, and
their son Mark at his side.

Alex and Saundra raised a family of three
children: Kris Rickard (husband Tim), Mark
Stepovich (wife Karen), and Tracy Kepple
(husband Jeff). Alex also had four grand-
children: Ryan Rickard, Kelsey Kepple,
Natalie Hagwood (husband Garrett) and
Claire Kepple. Alex loved his family dear-
ly.

Alexwas borninalog cabin in Fairbanks,
Alaska. From the day he was born to the
day he passed, Alaska held a special place
in his heart. His father, Marko Stepovich,
was a successful and innovative gold miner
who had immigrated from Risan, Mon-
tenegro. After years of letters across the
seas, Marko met and married Vuka Radovich
and brought her to Alaska. They started
their family in remote Fish Creek, where
they had 4 children: Michael, Alex, Nada
and Ellen.

After the start of World War II the fami-
ly moved to California and settled inahome
on Sobey Rd. in Saratoga. Sadly, Marko died
of a heart attack and left his 4 young chil-
dren to help their mother learn the English
language and navigate a new life without a
father and husband. Alex spent his sum-
mers during his high school years working
in Fairbanks, a place where he often
returned to enjoy fishing, hunting and
adventures with friends and family.

Alex attended Campbell High School from
1948-1951 and served as student body
president his senior year. He continued with
his education at San Jose State University
until joining the Army. The military placed
Alex as a Medic and he was sent to Guam
fortwo years. Itis here thathe was inspired
to become a dentist.

Alex needed further education to qualify
for Dental school. He returned to San Jose
State and reunited with his Delta Upsilon
Fraternity where he made lifetime friends.
He was home for just two days when he met

thelove of hislife, Saundra King. They were
engaged and married within a year.

Alex attended and graduated from the
College of Physicians and Surgeons with a
DDS Degree. He opened his own practice
in 1961 in San Jose. The practice thrived as
Alex’s reputation in outstanding care
became recognized. Alex had a passion for
dentistry throughout his 46 years of serv-
ice. He eventually passed his practice on to
his highly skilled and gifted son, Mark.

Sandy and Alex were married 67 years
and lived life to the fullest. They were active-
ly involved in San Jose State athletics, and
Alex earned the 50-year service award. He
was a board member of the Spartan Foun-
dation for over 25 years. As a couple they
received the 1985 Tower Award, the Uni-
versity’s highest community award. Alex
had the great honor of passing the 1984
Olympic Torch in San Jose and was select-
ed by Peter Ueberroth to be the envoy for
the Yugoslavian teams at the Olympics in
Los Angeles.

Alex and Sandy enjoyed traveling with
friends and family, including many fishing
trips to the blue waters teeming with life
in Baja, CA. Closer to home and for more
than three decades, he would hunt, fish and
explore with longtime friends at a ranch in
the Hernandez Valley situated in the San
Benito Mountains. Alex enjoyed vegetable
gardening and landscaping their family
homes where they celebrated many special
occasions. After moving to The Villages, he
enjoyed many years of golfing. Alex loved
watching his children and grandchildren
grow up and pursue their passions and
become successful adults.

He will be remembered as a man with a
passion for life, a curiosity for the wild and
unknown, and a deep love for his friends
and family. Unforgettable.

Dink4Pink

Continued from page 6
system.

“Dink4Pink is a full circle moment for
me,” said Alex Camp, cancer survivor and
AVAC’s Tennis and Pickleball Office Super-
visor. “A year ago, | never imagined I'd be
here. I'm deeply grateful for the chance to
give back to Cancer CAREpoint, an organ-
ization that’s very close to my heart. I
encourage everyone to sign up for the Dink-
a-Thon and help us reach our goal of
$50,000 to make a real impact in the fight
against breast cancer!”

Dink-a-Thon: Rally to Raise $50,000

The charity event’s main draw is the Dink-
a-Thon, a pledge-based fundraiser that
encourages participants to gather “per game
pledges” before the event. On game day, they
will have a 10-hour window of open play
to get as many games in as they can, using
their pledges asincentives. The event aims
to raise $50,000, with all proceeds going
towards Cancer CAREpoint.

All levels are welcome, including begin-
ners. AVAC will host complimentary begin-

ner clinics for adults and juniors (8 and
older). Those who want more action can
sign up to play in a one-point tournament
where the first to win a single point
advances to the next round, making it any-
one’s game.

Cheer, Watch & Connect

If you want to support the cause without
playing come cheer on Dink-a-Thon par-
ticipants, watch exhibition matches fea-
turing local pros, bid in the silent auction,
or try your luck in the raffle. Cancer CARE-
point representatives will also be onsite,
sharing resources and answering ques-
tions.

“Whether cancer has touched your life
or you simply want to support a meaning-
ful cause, Dink4Pink s the place to be,” said
Josh, Director of Tennis and Pickleball at
AVAC. “The event honors AVAC'’s tradition
of bringing the community together and
giving back to life-changing causes. We
hope to see you there!”

For more information or to register for
the Dink-a-Thon and start collecting
pledges, visit www.avac.us/dink4pink

Dink4Pink Pickleball Fundraiser
Saturday, October 4th

Join us at the Almaden Valley Athletic Club
as we use our love of Pickleball to fight
against breast cancer with an all-day open

play event!

Sign up and rally your family, friends and
community to support your play with per-
game pledges where every match helps raise
funds for Cancer CAREpoint. This local non-
profit provides free resources to Bay Area
cancer patients and their families. All skill
levels welcome!

Details: AVAC.US/Dink4Pink

VALLEY ATHLETIC CLUB
AVE « SAN JOSE ¢« CA « 95124
C.US ¢ 408.445.4900

Three Evergreen Valley
residents named to SNHU

Summer 2025 President's List

hree Evergreen Valley residents, John
I Pham, Ethan Gerecke, and Latisha Jor-

dan have been named to Southern New
Hampshire University SNHU Summer 2025
President's List.
The summer terms run from May to August.
Full-time undergraduate students who have
earned a minimum grade-point average of
3.700 and above for the reporting term are
named to the President's List. Full-time sta-
tus is achieved by earning 12 credits over
each 16-week term or paired 8-week terms
grouped in fall, winter/spring, and summer.

SNHU is a private, nonprofit, accredited
institution with a 92-year history of educat-
ing traditional-aged students and working
adults. Now serving more than 200,000 learn-
ers worldwide, SNHU offers approximately
200 undergraduate, graduate, and certificate
programs, available online and on its 300-
acre campus in Manchester, NH. Recognized
as one of the "Most Innovative" regional uni-
versities by U.S. News & World Report and
one of the fastest-growing universities in the
country, SNHU is committed to expanding
access to high quality, affordable pathways
that meet the needs of each learner.

NOTE: You are receiving this press release
because the student or their parents are from
your area. This press release above was pre-
pared for: Publisher - Evergreen Times.

Partner with the
San Jose Police Department
in fighting crime by registering
your camera today.

HOW TO REGISTER
+ Complete the registration form
through sjpd.org or scan the
QR code below.

CAM®

Camera Archive & Mapping

Helpful Tips:
If a crime occurs in your
community or place of
business, SJPD will contact
you for video footage.

« Know how to download your camera
footage

» When mounting cameras, please be
aware of places where people may have
a reasonable expectation of privacy
(examples: their backyard or interior of
their home)

« Focus and mount your video on key
points of entry or concern

= Exterior Mounting Location Options:
Front door, rear door, side gate,
driveway/front parking lot, second floor
wide view and street view.

« Keep batteries charged in your cameras.

« Consider lighting around your cameras.

All information is confidential.
Registration is voluntary and
there is no cost associated
with registration.

For assistance call the
Crime Prevention Unit (408) 277-4133.

SAN JOSE POLICE DEPARTMENT
201 W. Mission St.
San Jose, CA 95110

https://www.sjpd.org/community/crime-
prevention/security-camera-registration
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SENIOR

presented by V% KAISER PERMANENTE.

2025 Season * Thursdays, 9 to 10 a.m.
Sept. 25+ Oct. 23

Happy Hollow Park & Zoo
748 Story Road, San Jose, CA 95112

Exclusively for ages 50 and up. Free parking, free admission.

Come feel like a kid again and enjoy fresh air and exercise at
Happy Hollow!

* Free parking & early entry into the park and zoo

* Animal Meet & Greets

* Zookeeper chats

+ 10,000-step challenge

* Engaging activities
Guests who enter before 10 a.m. may stay the

HAPPY 1

More info: happyhollow.org/seniorsafari F

Thank you 2025 Senior Safari sponsors

Presented by
Kaiser Permanente

Gold
Star One Credit Union

Bronze
AARP California
Santa Clara Family Health

I\l
Valley Water

Santa Clara County Department
of Aging and Adult Services
Anthem Blue Cross
Councilmember Bien Doan
San Jose Water Company
Stanford Health Care
Tech CU

Friends of Senior Safari
Councilmember David Cohen
Vice Mayor Pam Foley

whole day for free! HOLLOW &
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Jessica Paz-Cedillos, co-executive director of the School of Arts and Culture, said the fire doesn’t erase plans to revi-
talize the former youth center. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.

MACSA

Continued from page 1

for herselfand notthe board. “We
must clean thatup as soon as pos-
sible so our community can have
a clean space and hopefully one
day rebuild so our community can
enjoy it again.”

Jessica Paz-Cedillos, co-execu-
tive director of the School of Arts
and Culture at Mexican Heritage
Plaza and San José Spotlight
columnist, is determined to
rebuild MACSA. Her group is part
ofthe Si Se Puede Collective, which
has been working to partner with
the school district on managing a
revitalized facility.

“This fire does not erase our
vision for MACSA,” she told San
José Spotlight.

“This is our moment to come
together, to work with the district
and our cross-sector partners, to
restore and rebuild. What rises
from these ashes must reflect the
resilience, brilliance and leader-
ship of East San Jose.”

The MACSA youth center, which
has been empty for aboutadecade,
was built with state funds. Alum
Rock Union School Districtleased
the land to the nonprofit for 52
years for $1 per year, but when
the property was turned over to
the school district in 2016, it was
in a state of disrepair.

When the district received bids
to renovate the building in 2017,
the lowest bid was $6.9 million,

more than the district could afford.
As construction escalated, reno-
vation costs skyrocketed between
$25 million and $30 million. The
district engaged in partnership
discussions with Gardner Health
Services, Goodwill of Silicon Val-
ley and San Francisco State Uni-
versity to no avail.

East San Jose school district
seeks partner to save former
youth center

In 2023, the district chose a 23-
acre site adjacent to the MACSA
youth center to build workforce
housing, which would require
demolishing the building. That
kicked off efforts to save the site.

Investing in the youth center is
personal for District 5 Coun-
cilmember Peter Ortiz, who rep-
resents the area. He said MACSA
played a major role in his life as
a gang-impacted youth, with eth-
nic studies classes teaching him
positive things about his culture.

“There hasn’t been a lot of his-
torical investment on the East-
side,” Ortiz told San José Spotlight.
“This represented a promise to
this community. The people feel
like that promise is shattered, but
I'm not ready to say that yet. Now
is not the time to raise our white
flags. Now is the time to come
together ...and advocate for anew
solution.”

He said he recently secured
$500,000 in city funding to restore
MACSA, which he believesis more
than just a building.

“It was a promise and a vision

SA

YOUTH CENTER S8

for East San Jose that we will get
the equitable services that we are
deserved,” he said. “That we will
getall of the programs, resources
and financial support that was
denied to our parents, that was
denied to our ancestors.”

Victor Vasquez, co-executive
director of SOMOS Mayfair, which
is part of the Si Se Puede Collec-
tive, wants to see the district
recommit to a new youth center.
He spoke ata vigil at MACSA after
the fire, where residents placed
flowers along the fence line to
mark the loss of the building —
still a symbol of resilience and cul-
tural pride for the community.

“(The district has) an opportu-
nity to restore hope in our com-
munity,” he said. “That center’s
for their students. The kids still
need a gym. They still need a field.
They stillneed alibrary. They still
need a place to hangout and feel
safe. We're not going to give up.
We're inviting them to be part of
something greater than all of us.
That building is sacred.”

West Nile

Continued from page 1

Vector Control District, said in a
statement. “Our licensed techni-
cians are in the field year-round,
monitoring and treating areas
where mosquitoes breed, help-
ingto lower therisk of disease and
keep Santa Clara County safe for
everyone.”

“The district anticipates that
detections of West Nile-positive
mosquitoes will increase in the
coming weeks, as mosquitoes
thrive in the warm weather of the
summer and early fall,” officials
said.

West Nile virus can cause symp-
toms including tremors, paraly-
sis, fever, muscle weakness, dis-
orientation, joint pain, body aches,
diarrhea, rash and vomiting, offi-
cials said. It is the most serious
disease carried by mosquitoes in
the county.
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Buy/Sell m Mausoleum Crypt for sale

I Buy Comic Books.
Cash Paid. Alex

SPRING SPEGIALS!

Gall us for details

Reflections Mausoleum
For sale 254C double crypt in the beauti-
ful Refections Mausoleum at Los Gatos
Memorial Park. The crypt is a perfect

(408) 393-1385

Employment

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST
Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's in
International Trade related. $62421/yr,
Pumyang Shipping America
Inc., 3494 Depot Rd,
Hayward, CA 94545

M & L Jewelers

Jewelers & Watch Repair
Ring sizing - Watch bands
Watch batteries - Engraving

LOOK 'Y
FIREE29Y
Free Window Cleaning w/ Ext. Paint Job!

Free Pressure Wash w/Ext. Paint Job!
Free Estimate & Color Consultation w/Job!

e Residential & Commercial
e Interior & Exterior
e Drywall Repairs
¢ Handyman Services

We'll Beat Any Reasonable Price!
30+ Years Experience
CA. ST. LIC #651686
Insured & Bonded
TEL: (408) 281-7500

www.faithpainting.com

location, just above eye level. Price:
29,500. The Cemetery will make all

transfers. (408) 455- 8696 Tony Ranieri;

OneGolfingWino@gmail.com

Shoe Repair

S

S SHOE 2,
O 2273
408-270-0850
No Shoe is Ever Too 01d!

Stone replacement & More!
Ask about our exclusive watch battery warranties!
(408) 270-6080
3218 S. White Rd. San Jose, CA
Mon.-Fri. 10am-7pm, Sat. 10am-5pm

F aith i i;i’ "
Painting n@(»;!; ;

Pried

Hours:
Mon-Fri

9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Saturday
9:30 am - 4:00 pm

2850 Quimby Rd. Suite 100 = 270-0850
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Call to place your
ad today!
408-494-7000

Gutter Cleaning/Roof Repair

GUTTER CLEANING AND
ROOF REPAIR SPECIAL

! pr =

Only $89 for local professional GUTTER CLEANING.
And MINOR ROOF REPAIR only $89. Experts in
Roof Restoration and Home Maintenance.

Local Willow Glen Resident. Call Daniel (408) 771-8814.

LIVING HOPE
APOSTOLIC MIN-
ISTRIES

https://www.
livinghopeam.org
2650 Aborn Rd.

San Jose, CA 95135
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp

Study Room) every

Saturday at 12:00pm
OUR MISSION: Evan-

gelizing our commu-
nity and the world
with the gospel of
Jesus Christ. OUR
MINISTRY: Training
ministers on how to

use their love for God :

: EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
: CENTER (EIC)

¢ http://www.eicsan-

i jose.org

within our community i 2486 Ruby Ave,

: San Jose CA 95148.
 (408) 239-6668
EPISCOPAL CHURCH :
: the English meaning is
i "Peace be upon you".

to reach those in
need of His love.
OUR PASSION:
Transforming lives

with God’s love.

IN ALMADEN
6581 Camden Ave.

San Jose, CA 95120. :
: are Muslims, and what

The Rev. Shelley

Booth Denney, Rector :
Phone:408-268-0243 :
i way of life. Islam

: began in the 7th centu-
i ry. People who follow
: Islam are known as

i Muslims. The Quran is
: the Divine book that

i guides Muslims to

Web:www.eca-sj.org
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful
followers of Jesus
Christ. Through wor-
ship, study, fellow-

! ship and outreach,

i we strive to nurture

: and grow a strong

: faith community of

¢ believers, a family of
: all ages, where each
¢ member feels wel-

i comed, loved, valued
¢ and empowered to

i serve. Children are

: especially welcomed
¢ and cherished as an
i important part of
“Bible Study” (Group :

God's family.

O

Qo7

l Evergreen lslamic Center

"As-Salaamu-Alaikum"

Q) What is Islam, who

is the Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and

! practice Islam.

i "Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
¢ latak™ the English

i meaning is " May Allah
: (swt) protect you and
3 your family".

: Please visit our website
¢ to learn more.

: HOLY SPIRIT

: CATHOLIC CHURCH

: Faith.Knowledge. Com-
: munity - this is our

¢ promise to our mem-

3 bers. If you are looking
¢ for an active Christian
: faith community, we

: invite you to experience :
¢ Holy Spirit Parish Com-
¢ munity. All are wel-

i come! We are located
: Grace 2 IHE at 1200 Redmond
!Pﬂﬁ of Evergreen :

: GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN

+ www.GraceChurchEv-
: ergreen.Com

: 408-274-1200

i See you on Facebook.
: 2650 Aborn Rd at

i Kettmann, across from
: the Public Library.

: Serving Evergreen for
: over 55 years.

: John Goldstein Pastor.
: john@GraceChurchEv-
¢ ergreen.com. Christian
+ worship every Sunday
: at 11am. Together we
¢ build better lives and a
¢ better community.

: Music Institute

i (408)791 7772. After
: School Piano, Violin,
+ Other classical Instru-
: ments.

: PreSchool, Ages 2-6

¢ Caring for your child

+ with God’s love and

: affection.

¢ Check our website for
i current activities.

: 95120. Mass is cele-
: brated at 8:30 a.m.

i Monday - Friday. Our
: weekend Mass sched-
: uleis Saturday 5 p.m.,
¢ Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
iam,11:30am. and6 :
¢ p.m. Rite of Reconcilia- :
: tion is every Saturday
¢ at4 p.m.orby

: appointment. Our

¢ Parish Office is open

¢ Monday - Thursday

: 8:30 am. - 4:30 p.m.
¢ and Friday 9:00 a.m. -
¢ 3:00 p.m. Call 408-

i 997-5100 for recorded
: information or 408-

i 997-5101 to speak

i with someone in our

: parish office.

Avenue, San Jose, CA

God iy One
g fea 3

: Rab lk Hai

: SAN JOSE

: GURDWARA

: 3636 Gurdwara Ave.

San Jose, CA 95148

! The word Sikh (see-kh)
i means "disciple" or

¢ "student." A Sikh is a

: practitioner of the faith

founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak

: in Punjab of old British
i India. A Guruwhois a
: "teacher" or "enlighten- :
er" completes the rela-
: tionship of teaching

i and learning. Sikhism

¢ is monotheistic and

i stresses the equality of
¢ all men and women.

i Sikhs believe in three

basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of

i God (praying), earning
+ aliving by honest

: means and sharing the
+ fruits of one's labor

i with others. Currently
: there are close to one
million Sikhs living in

¢ the USA and Canada

: and 25 million Sikhs

+ living around the world.
¢ Sikhism is the 5th

+ largest religion in the

i world. At the Gurd-

: wara (House of God) in
i San Jose we welcome
: all. We pray daily for

i peace and prosperity

: for everybody in the

¢+ world. Come to visit

: and enjoy Langer

¢ (food) in our kitchen

: which is open 365

+ days of the year and

i serves complementary
¢ vegetarian meals. We
: also encourage you to
enter our history room

¢ on site and walk the

i beautiful grounds.

: Learn more about us

: and community events
i we sponsor by visiting
: our website;

¢ http://www. SanJose-
¢ Gurdwara.org

: ST. FRANCIS OF
ASSISI CATHOLIC

: CHURCH

5111 San Felipe Rd.,

¢ San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1770

¢ www.sfoasj.com

i We invite you to join

¢ our community of faith
¢ located in the Ever-

¢ green area of San

: Jose. We are an inclu-
: sive diverse communi-
i ty striving to serve as
: Disciples of Jesus

+ Christ in the footsteps
i of St. Francis, offering
+ prayerful and joyful

: liturgies, evangeliza-

: tion, fellowship, and

i service opportunities to :
: the community. :
: We offer spiritual

¢ opportunities for all

: ages, including chil-

: dren's liturgy, dynamic
i E.C.H.0 Jr. High,

: L.G.N.LTE. High

: School, & North Star
¢ Young Adult Ministries, :
i along with small faith
¢ communities and

: opportunities to help &
: the poor and marginal-
: ized of San Jose.

: Our Chapel, Gathering

! Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
: sion Center, Parish Gift
: Shop, and Memorial

: Garden are all located

¢ at 5111 San Felipe Rd.
i Please come join us in
: worship at any of the

: following times in our

¢ Chapel: Weekdays (M-
i Sa) at 8:30 AM; Satur-
¢ days at 4:00 PM (Eng-
: lish) and 5:30 PM

: (Vietnamese); Sundays
: at 8:00 AM (English),

: 10:00 AM (English),

i 12:00 PM (English),

: 4:00 PM (Vietnamese),
: and 6:00 PM Youth

i Mass (English). The

: Villages Gated Com-

: munity also features a

+ Mass on Sundays at

: 8:15 AM at the Cribari

¢ Auditorium.

¢ For more information,

: please call or visit us at :
: the Parish Office open
+ M-F 9:00 AM -12:00

PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00

PM. Come join us and

i share your presence

i with us so that together
: we may grow and

i share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

@

thepoint.church

: THE POINT CHURCH
i 3695 Rose Terrasse Cir
: San Jose, CA 95148
i (408) 270-7646

: English Service:

: Sundays at 9:30 &

i 11:00 AM

+ Spanish Service:

i 11:00 AM

: Cambodian Service:
i 11:00 AM

: Cantonese Service:

: 11:00 AM

:+ Mandarin Service:

¢ 11:00AM

Youth Extreme Point

i (7th-12th grade):
: Every Saturday at 6:30
: PM - 8:30 PM

listing, email
times@
timesmediainc.com
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SHRED®

EN TIAL AND SMALL BUSIN'&SS PAPER SHRE,DDING

‘ DROP—OFF SHREDDING SERVICE |
- WATCH IT SHRED!

=tE<resiics o DARER SHREDD IVE
NULT g%g 1000 p§R BU;(NE1 HéHRRIf)sDDL?lNG

65 Gallon Containe Iﬂ X]Z XIS

Executive Console !’!NI{ l’l

* OFFICE CONTENT CLEANOUT
* DOCUMENT PURGES
* PICK UP DOCS

* ON-SITE SHREDDING

=
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| ‘blﬂll |
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408-377-2925

BAY AREA - SAN JOSE °* 14944 Camden Avenue, San Jose, CA 95124 (Cambrian Plaza)
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