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 StellarWebPros.com

Fresh IdeasFresh Ideas
 for Your Business for Your Business
Fresh Ideas
 for Your Business

We Help You Reach Your Goals!We Help You Reach Your Goals!
Contact us today to request your  

FREEFREE no-obligation web design demo! no-obligation web design demo!

SHIFT CLINIC
Integrative Medicine • In Person or TeleHealth Access (online health consultation) • Doctor-grade supplements delivered to your door 

Chiropractic • Acupuncture • Massage • NeuroMetabolic Care • Guided Weight Loss • Slim Laser • Magnesphere Resonance Therapy • PEMF 

Do They Act Like You Are Crazy, When You KNOW Your Symptoms are REAL?Do They Act Like You Are Crazy, When You KNOW Your Symptoms are REAL?

Schedule your first appointment by Sept. 30, 2025 and receive a FREE Consultation (Up to 15 Minutes) 
Let’s work together to find the solution that’s right for you.

Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith   •   23 West Main Street, Crosby   •   www.askdrsmith.com  •  (218) 851-9626

*Subject to credit approval. Restrictions apply. See store for details. **In-stock items only.

16413 Highway 371, Brainerd, MN  56401 • 218-828-3020
2 Miles North of Baxter on 371 • www.371furniture.com

371sales@gmail.com • Hours: Monday - Saturday  9-5 and Sunday 11-4

Buy It 
Today... 
Have It 
Today!*

 Locally 
Owned and 
Operated

Dream Machine  MattressDream Machine  Mattress

* on In Stock Items

TackleTackle
Comfort Comfort 
TackleTackle

Comfort Comfort 

Get Ready to 
Get Ready to 
Get Ready to 
Get Ready to 

this Football Season!this Football Season!this Football Season! this Football Season! 

Mattress Touchdown for a dream sleep victory!

Ottomans:  Don’t leave your feet out of the game... because your feet deserve MVP treatment!

Don’t fumble when it comes to game day comfort! Turn your living room into the ultimate football fan cave!

 Queen Firm  Regular Price $899   SALE PRICE SALE PRICE   $497$497
Queen Plush  Regular Price  $899   SALE PRICESALE PRICE    $497$497

Queen Pillowtop  Regular Price : $999   SALE PRICE SALE PRICE   $597 $597 

 3 zone coil system 
creating a stable mattress.  

10 year 
manufacturer’s warranty.

Huge Overstock  Huge Overstock  of  of  OttomansOttomans
Now on Sale!Now on Sale!

Regular Price up to $499

SALE  PRICESALE  PRICE  $97$97

Swivel Rocker ReclinerSwivel Rocker Recliner
Regular Price $929      SALE  PRICESALE  PRICE    $497$497

Swivel Glider ReclinerSwivel Glider Recliner
Regular Price $699      SALE  PRICESALE  PRICE    $397$397

					     Walk In Flu Shots 

Family Owned and Operated

  No Appointment 

Necessary!

Walk In Anytime.

65 plus
Available!Covered by 

    All Insurances 

Covid, RSV, 
Shingles, 
Tetanus, 

Pneumonia 
Shots Also 

Available
         226 Minnesota Ave. North, Downtown Aitkin • 218-670-7120 • www.guidepointpharmacy.com 

made, this would only allow 
them to keep what they have 
and not do new things, he 
said. “It would allow us to 
maintain and sustain what 
we have.”

Polling places will be in 
Crosby, Deerwood, Emily and 
Mission. Early voting starts 
on Friday, Sept. 19. There are 
many ways to vote early and 
on the day of the election. 
There are options at the Crow 
Wing County Courthouse and 
by mail.

Previous referendums 
failed by about 35 votes in 
2023 and 517 votes in 2024. 
Taxes would increase by 
$26 a month on a $400,000 
home and $13 a month on a 
$200,000 home.

If the referendum fails, the 
board will make deep cuts, 
including canceling online 
school and college contracts, 
eliminating five teachers, 
including Family and Con-
sumer Science, music, high 

school science, foreign lan-
guage and one elementary 
teacher.

Half of a full-time school 
counselor and a full time high 
school custodian would be 
eliminated.

All curriculum and supply 
budgets would be frozen.

Sports and activities would 
not be funded, included foot-
ball, volleyball, cross-country 
skiing, tennis, basketball, 
dance, wrestling, track, base-
ball, softball and golf. Also 
cut will be band and choir 
during the day, Knowledge 
Bowl, National Honor Soci-
ety, Prom, robotics, special 
Olympics, strength and con-
ditioning and yearbook.

Those sports and activities 
could only continue through 
fundraising.

Aulie’s goal is to be “trans-
parent, clear, consistent and 
accurate.” He returned a 
phone call immediately for 

By ANN SCHWARTZ
Rick Aulie, the new super-

intendent of Crosby-Ironton 
Schools, took over his new 
job this summer.

Born and raised in Deer-
wood, Aulie is a 2003 Crosby 
graduate. He has lived in 
Deerwood, Emily and Crosby.

Following high school, he 
achieved teacher’s licenses 
in k-6 teaching and middle 
school. He worked as a kin-

dergarten teacher at River-
side Elementary in Brainerd, 
while he completed graduate 
education at St. Cloud and 
Southwest State Universities, 
enabling him to get principal 
and superintendent licenses.

He spent the next de-
cade-plus working as a prin-
cipal in Fosston, MN, and 
Pine River Backus.

“I have loved the chance 
to make connections with 
the schools’ students and 
staff and in the community,” 
Aulie said about what he 
loves about the job. “I have 
spent time getting to know 
businesses and community 
groups and learning every-
thing the community has to 
offer our students. I have been 
able to reconnect with lots of 
known faces and get to know 
new faces. I have enjoyed 
getting to know my school 
board, their communication 
styles and what I can do to 
better serve them and the 

school district.”
Challenges he noted are 

helping to onboard new 
principals at CRES Elemen-
tary and Crosby-Ironton High 
School, as well as learning 
about school finances, the 
role of the superintendent 
and the district’s strategic 
plan. “Every day I learn some-
thing. I am learning how to 
set short-term and long term 
priorities.”

He finds it difficult to spend 
as much time at the elementa-
ry school as he would like to.

Aulie and his wife have 
four children. He likes to 
golf, run, do yard work and 
stay busy.
Referendum set

On November 4, Cros-
by-Ironton School District 
voters will have the opportu-
nity to vote on a referendum 
that would bring in $1.5 
million a year for 10 years. 
Because of the financial 
constraints and cuts already 

New superintendent takes helm amid referendum push

Continued on Page 4

Rick Aulie has come back to 
his roots as the new super-
intendent of Crosby-Ironton 
Schools.

UNCLAIMED 
FREIGHT NORTH

TOOLS • GIFTS • HOUSEHOLD • FURNITURE:  LIVING ROOM • BEDROOM • DINING

WE HAVE 

AMMO
ALL SIZES ALL SIZES 
NOW ON NOW ON 

SALESALE

PROPANE AVAILABLE 

including for 
Motor Homes

NEED STORAGE?

Stop in Today for a Quote on
 a New Garage or Carport!

ROCKER
RECLINER
$1,089.98

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9-5 • Hwy. 210 West, Aitkin
218-927-6446 • UnclaimedFreightNorth.com

POWER RECLINING SOFA
 with Drop Down Table $799.98

TWIN SLEEPER LOVE SEAT $629.98

 DINING TABLE & 6 CHAIRS  $1,379.98 

JEWISH NEW YEAR
SEPTEMBER 23
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CROW WING COUNTY LANDFILL

For more information,
please call 218-824-1010.

The landfill is open only to residents of Crow 
Wing County for recycling and disposal needs. 

•

Household Garbage• 
Mattresses• 
Fluorescent Bulbs • 
Household Hazardous Waste• 
Free recycling of lead-acid car/marine 
batteries - Batteries must be 
SEPARATED from other waste and 
CANNOT bedisposed of in the landfill!

• Free compost of lawn and garden 
material (please separate brush 
and branches)

• Free oil, oil filter, and antifreeze recycling 

locations withing the County. Visit our 
webpage for drop o� locations:

at the landfill and several drop-o�  

www.crowwing.gov/recycling
• Demolition materials may be 

disposed in the demolition landfill 
for a fee

• Large appliances, electronics, tires 
with or without rims, and scrap 
metals can be disposed at the site 
for a nominal fee for recycling.

The Following Items are Accepted

Open Monday - Friday
8am - 4:30pm

CASHCASH  44
JUNK CARSJUNK CARS

AND MACHINERYAND MACHINERY

CASHCASH  44
JUNK CARSJUNK CARS

AND MACHINERYAND MACHINERY

CallCall
218-839-3371218-839-3371

OPEN 
  Mon-Sat 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Sunday by appointment
218-678-4667 

Hair, nails, skin, & massage servicesHair, nails, skin, & massage services

25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood

218-678-2885 •  ruttgers.com  

17698 MN 6 
Deerwood White Oak GrillWhite Oak Grill

OPEN Daily 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

ruttgers.com/dining/white-oak-grill

Retail StoresRetail Stores
OPEN Daily

9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
 ruttgersretail.com

Bear Pine Bar & the DeckBear Pine Bar & the Deck

17698 MN 6 
Deerwood 

Book your tee time at 
ruttgers.com/golf

Fall in Love Fall in Love with with 

ruttgers.com/dining/bear-pine-bar

Fall Hours:  
Friday & Saturday 11 a.m.-9 p.m.    

Sunday - Thursday 4-9 p.m.

Make Plans to Attend

 OktoberfestOktoberfest
Friday & Saturday

Oct. 17 & 18
Mark Your Calendar! 

Jack's 18 Jack's 18 Golf CourseGolf Course
  7:30 a.m. - 7 p.m. Daily 

Alec's Alec's 99  Golf CourseGolf Course
 8:30 a.m. - 7 p.m. Daily

Auntie M'sAuntie M's
Fall Hours:   

 Thursday - Sunday 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

Ruby's on the Lake Ruby's on the Lake  OPEN Daily  
Fall Hours: 7-10 a.m. for Breakfast Only

 Be a vendor: ruttgers.com/oktoberfest/application

Book 
Your
 Stay 
Now!

achievement,” said Stifter. 
Looking Ahead: keeping the 
momentum

Aitkin Public Schools have 
set clear goals:

• Increase proficiency by 
3% annually in both English 
Language Arts and Mathe-
matics.

• Refine Tier 1 instruction 
by continuously reflecting and 

adjusting teaching methods.
• Sustain a district wide 

Multi-Tiered System of Support 
(MTSS) to meet every learner’s 
unique needs.

We still have work to do, 
Stifter emphasized. “The truth 
is, 100% is always the goal. 
Every percentage point we gain 
is real progress, it means more 
students are understanding the 

material, teachers are making 
an impact, and our support 
systems are helping. We’re 
moving in the right direction, 
and we’re committed to con-
tinuing that work.”

With nearly 1,000 students 
from pre-K through grade 12, 
Aitkin Public Schools may be 
small — but their progress is 
growing.

According to the latest Min-
nesota Comprehensive As-
sessment (MCA) scores and 
2024 graduation data, Aitkin 
students are outperforming 
their peers across the region 
and surpassing statewide av-
erages in key academic areas. 
Superintendent Daniel J. Stifter 
proudly shared the news, call-
ing the growth “real progress” 
and a reflection of targeted 
efforts made by staff, students, 
and families.
By the numbers: Aitkin’s aca-
demic wins

• Math MCA 2025:
59.8% of students, in  grades 

3 - 8 and grade 11, met or 
exceeded expectations — up 
4.4% from 2024

Ranked #1 in a nine-school 
region

14.6% above the state av-
erage

• Reading MCA 2025:
54.8% proficiency for stu-

dents testing in grades 3 - 8 
and grade 10 — a 3.1% gain 
over last year

#2 in the region
5.2% above the state av-

erage
• Graduation Rate 2024:
90.5% of students graduated 

— a 5.1% increase
#2 in the region, and 6.3% 

above the state average
In addition to Aitkin, the 

schools included in the nine-
school area are Brainerd, Pe-
quot Lakes, Crosby-Ironton, 
McGregor, Isle, Onamia, Pine 
River, and Hill City.

“The percentages show how 
many of our students met or ex-
ceeded the state’s expectations 
on the latest assessment. They 
give us a snapshot of where 
we are right now and help us 
see what’s working and what 
still needs attention, said Stifter.
How are they doing it?

The MCA is Minnesota’s 

annual academic litmus test, 
given to students each spring to 
measure mastery of grade-level 
standards in math, reading, 
and science. In 2025, Aitkin 
had 471 students  participate 
— and the district’s strategic 
focus is paying off.

Superintendent Stifter cred-
its several key shifts:

• Targeted support: In-
creased staffing of licensed 
Title teachers at Rippleside 
Elementary.

• Structured study halls, 
systems of support for the 
district to make sure that each 
and every student is getting 
the correct support in their 
learning.

• Data-driven instruction: 
Quarterly data meetings to 
adjust teaching based on ac-
ademic progress, attendance, 
and behavior.

• Phonics and reading 
initiatives: New curriculum 
(UFLI), LETRS training, and 
expanded instructional time 
in language arts. With dedi-
cated 120 minutes K-3 and 90 
minutes 4-6 for Language Arts 
instruction.

• Cross-curricular teaching: 
More integration of vocabulary 
and nonfiction reading into 
science and social studies.

• Focused intervention: 
Small group and individual 
support tailored to student 
needs through WIN time 
(“What I Need Time”).

• Strong Tier 1 instruction: 
Emphasis on high-quality 
classroom teaching for all 
students.

“Our intervention process 
really allows us to focus on 
each individual learner and 
what specific skills we can 
support to promote student 
growth and raise academic 

Aitkin Public Schools MCA scores are on the rise with clear future goals

Jacob’s view from his hospital bed includes photographs of many family outings that line the 
wall above the door, as his children (left to right) Jonah, Matthias and Lydia visit for the first 
time after he injured his spinal cord in a zipline accident.  Photos submitted by the Mehr family.

Jacob Mehr (center) with wife Brenda (left to right) and children: Jonah, Lydia and Matthias. 

Jacob Mehr, an Aitkin High 
School math teacher, was 
badly injured in an accident 
falling from a zipline in his 
yard earlier in September. He 
has a spinal cord injury and 
his future is uncertain.

Mehr’s father Mark was 
also an Aitkin High School 
math teacher and his later 
mother, Terry, was a high 
school special education 

teacher in Aitkin. His wife, 
Brenda (Smith) is a dental 
hygienist who teaches at 
Central Lakes College. The 
couple were born and raised 
in Aitkin.

Jake Mehr is now at North 
Memorial Hospital in the 
Twin Cities and faces a long 
road to wellness. He plans to 
get specialized rehabilitation 
in Colorado as soon as he is 

able.
Jake’s children: Lydia, Jo-

nah and Matthias, are stu-
dents in Aitkin. Relatives, 
friends and community mem-
bers are pulling together to 
support the family.

Donations are accepted at 
any MidMinnesota Federal 
Credit Union branch to the 
Jacob and Brenda Mehr gen-
erosity account.

Teacher suffers spinal cord injury
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     Flooring
JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding, 
Refinishing • Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576 
Check Me Out On Facebook 

Contractors  
R a d t k e  R e m o d e l i n g  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Custom Built Homes • Remodeling • Garages 
N e w  A d d i t i o n s  •  P o l e  B u i l d i n g s  • 
G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t i n g  •  I n s u l a t i o n 
D e a n  R a d t k e ,  A i t k i n .  L i c .  # 2 0 1 0 8 7 5 8 
www.radtkeremode l ingconst ruc t ion .com   
218-678-3403• 218-839-6103 2024w39

Websites  
STELLAR WEB PROS  Website, SEO & Digital Design 
Agency in the Lakes Area - Offering high-quality, 
budget-friendly websites for businesses and organi-
zations. Contact us for your FREE no-obligation site 
design proposal today. StellarWebPros.com

A-Z Precision PaintingA-Z Precision Painting
Anthony ZontelliAnthony Zontelli

Owner/OperatorOwner/Operator
218-513-6787218-513-6787

zontelli3201@gmail.comzontelli3201@gmail.com

Painting and Property Services

• Experience 
• Quality
• Service

ENTURE

ORTH

ANDSCAPE

FREE ESTIMATES 
CALL CHRIS • 218-330-1748

 

Landscape Design and Installation 
Landscape Remodel  •  Landscape Repair 

Paver Patios and Walkways 
Paver Cleaning and Repair 

Retaining Walls 
Black Dirt and Lawn Repair 

Lakeside Work  •  Bobcat Work 
Timber, Rock and Boulder Work

by Design 

5 lines for $20.00 per week
4 lines for $16.00 per week
3 lines for $12.00 per week

SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES

NewsHopper Deadlines are 
Mondays at Noon

Heating
DUFFNEY REFRIGERATION, INC. Over 33 
years refrigeration and HVAC service experi-
ence. Serving Central Minnesota | 218-927-

6777 | 1-866-383-3639 (1-866-DUFFNEY) 

Full Service Lawn Care 
Lawn Mowing • Debris Removal

Tree Trimming • RipRap and Shoreline Repair 

Turner & Son 

Reasonable • Experienced • Reliable 

Call for a

FREE
Quote

Fall Cleanup and Vacuum Leaf  Removal

Get on the list for Snow Removal!

Serving the 

Lakes Area
  Tim Turner  218-866-2349Tim Turner  218-866-2349
David Turner  651-242-4796David Turner  651-242-4796

TYKE’S CARPET Castle
Hwy. 371 North, Brainerd • 218-829-3878 

Open: 9 - 5 Mon. - Sat. or by appointment

  REMNANTS  REMNANTS    $10.95$10.95 SQ. YD.  SQ. YD. 

All First Quality Merchandise!All First Quality Merchandise!

BUY IT TODAY, GET TODAY!

OVER  OVER  400400 ROLLS ROLLS

ON IN-STOCK GOODS 

SALESALE    Going Going 
on now on now 

$$115555OROR$$13139595
SQ. YD.SQ. YD.  SQ. FT. SQ. FT. 

OVER OVER 
500500

  TO CHOOSE TO CHOOSE 
FROM  FROM  

BUY A

REMNANT FROM 

TYKE’S AND WE

 WILL BIND IT!

OVER 

165,000
 SQ. FT. 

IN STOCK!

  9999¢¢
LLuxuryuxury VINYL PLANKING VINYL PLANKING
  STARTING ATSTARTING AT SQ. FT.SQ. FT.

GOOD KING TYKE’S FLOORING SALE! AUCTION      SERVICE
34996 480th St., Palisade, MN 56469-2254

For more information visit our website:
www.reinhardtauctions.com

Contact us today to discuss your auction options
218- 845-2260 | info@reinhardtauctions.com

  Work Hard - Sell RightWork Hard - Sell Right

ESTATE AUCTIONESTATE AUCTION
SUN., SEPT. 28, 2025 • 10:00 a.m. 

49314 - 405th Place, Palisade, MN 56469
ESTATE OF STEWART PACKER, 

Alice Packer, Owner/Cyndi Johnson- POA
PICKUP, MOTORHOME AND SCHOOL BUS- 1997 Ford F150 Pick-
up, 4x4, Triton V-8 Auto., Sgl Cab, w/Topper, 101k; 1995 Ford Class A Motor-
home, Slide Out, Gen, AC, New Awning and Tires, 44k miles, 34-Ft., Clean; 2013 
IC 77-Psgr School Bus, Maxforce DT, 136k mi, From IDS#1 Fleet; 17- and 16-In. 
Tires; SPORTING- Fisher Marine SV-2 Alum. 16-Ft. Runabout, Side Console, 
Pedestal Seats, w/Johnson 50 hp, on Trailer, w/Cover; Ercoa Alum. Pontoon, Ap-
prox. 20-Ft. w/Johnson 25 hp OB on Trailer; Alum. 14-Ft. Boat; Johnson 6 hp 
OB; Eska 7.5 hp OB; Trolling Motor; Traps; Centurion P14, 300 Win. Mag. Bolt; 
Colt Match Target H Bar II, (stamped .223 on rec/7.62x39 on bbl);Ted Williams 
3T, .22 SLLR SA; Stevens 15A, .22 SLLR SS Bolt; Trailblazer .22 SLLR SS Bolt; 
BP Rifles; Savage 333-T, 12-Ga. O/U; H&R Topper 20-Ga. SS; Brazilian 20-Ga. 
SXS; Glock 21, 45 Pistol; Ruger 22/45, .22 LR Pistol; Metal Detector; Snow-
mobile Dog Sled; Ice Augers; Tackle Boxes; Fishing Rods; Propane Tanks; Shell 
Boxes; Deer Dolly; Port. Fish House; BUGGIES AND TACK- 4-Wheeled 
Spindle-Backed, Sgl-Seated Buggy; 4-Wheeled 2-Seated Buggy w/Canopy and 
Fringe; 4-Wheeled Sgl-Seated Buggy; Single Cutter w/Velvet Seat; Qtr Horse Sgl 
Driving Harness; Saddles and Tack; YARD AND SHOP- Bad Boy MZ Ram-
bler Zero Turn Mower; Walking String Trimmer; Snow Blowers; Tiller; Trailer; 
Chainsaws; Generators; Pressure Washers; Saws; Planer; Compressors; Sharp-
ener; Router; Sander; Grinders; Battery Chgrs; Hand/Handled Tools; Clamps; 
Wheelbarrows; Yard Trailers; Benches; Lubricants; Shop Caddies; Cords; Bars; 
Levels; SO MUCH MORE! PRIMITIVES AND COLLECTIBLES-15-Ga. 
Crock; Painted Churn; Lg Spoon Collection; S&P Shakers; Knick Knacks; Blue 
Jars; Ripple Front Chest; Vintage OB; Cast Bell; RR Jack; Cast Iron Seat; Sleds; 
Galvanized Items; Milk Cans; Ice Tongs; Duck Decoys; Blow Torches; Nail Kegs; 
Iron Bed Frames; Wash Stand; Sev. Trunks; Silver Boiler; Lanterns; MANY MORE! 
HOUSEHOLD- Tables; Chairs; Sofas; Rocking Chairs; Beds; Cabinet Sewing 
Mach and Lg. Table; Dressers; Heater; Freezer; Gen. HH Items

 JANZEN AUCTIONEERS

BOB, JEREMY & ASSOCIATES • Aitkin
89 Years  of Quality and Professionalism

 218-927-4488 or 218-851-0879 cell • jerjanzen77@gmail.com
Please visit our websites: www.janzenauctions.com 

or www.midwestauctions.com/janzen
for full auction line up, photos and directions
Like us on Facebook @ Janzen Auctioneers

PINE RIVER AUCTIONPINE RIVER AUCTION
Friday, September 26Friday, September 26thth •  • 10 a.m. 10 a.m. 

203 Barclay Ave., Pine River, MN 56474
(Watch for signs)

10% Buyer’s Premium

APPLIANCES, Name brands of MAYTAG, AMANA & CROSLEY in black, white and 
stainless colors: (14) Refrigerators standard & dual door, (10) Ranges/stoves Electric 
& Gas, (5) Chest freezers, (5) Dryers, (2) Washers, (3) Over the range microwaves
(2) Dishwashers, HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE Name Brands of MARSHFIELD, HOME-
STRETCH, MEGA MOTION, ENGLANDER, LINCOLN LAKES, PETERS REVINGTON, 
PALMER PLUSH, DISCO TECH, SILVER BEACH, ATHENS & LEICK PLUS MANY 
MORE:, (5) Marshfield sofas, (1) Corner sofa, (2) Reclining love seats, Homestretch, 
(4) Mega Motion lift chairs, (4) Homestretch lift chairs, (15) Homestretch recliners, (1) 
Lane recliner, (3) Twin beds, (9) Full beds, (6) Queen beds, (1) King Bed, Plus a Large 
quantity of bed frames, platforms, folding frames, foundations & twin cal king, Also 
featuring numerous dressers, cocktail tables, coffee tables, end tables, nightstands, 
curio cabinets, glass display cabinets, corner cabinets, floor & table lamps, artwork & 
décor. Many unlisted items!

JANICE 
GARDINER, 

OWNER

Sellers Note: Gardiner Hardware has been in our family for 90 years, but the time has 
come for me to sell and retire. Therefore, the following NEW appliances & New furni-
ture will be offered for public auction. The hardware store in downtown Pine River will 
remain in business with the new owners. (Currently not carrying furniture or appliances.) 

New Appliances & New Furniture AuctionNew Appliances & New Furniture Auction
 Friday, September 26 Friday, September 26thth

This is a wonderful opportunity to own
 BRAND NEW FURNITURE & APPLIANCES! 

Stellmach. “She fosters a love 
of learning every single day. 
Whether it’s breaking down 
a math problem or helping 
a student read, she makes 
children feel confident and 
excited to learn. Her dedi-
cation and kindness leave a 
lasting impact on every child.

Wendy Smolke, Harrison 
Elementary’s longtime sec-
retary, was honored for her 
calm leadership and deep 
care. “[Wendy] is a calming 
force, a mentor, and the soul 
of our school community,” 
said Principal Jim Conrad. 
Her warm presence, tireless 
behind-the-scenes work, and 
ability to anticipate every-
one’s needs set her apart. She 
cares deeply for the students, 
staff, and family members at 
Harrison Elementary.”

These annual awards high-
light the district’s ongoing 
mission: to help every student 
thrive. For more information 
or to nominate someone for 
next year’s awards, visit www.
isd181.org.

Brainerd Public Schools recognized three outstanding staff members with this year’s Above 
and Beyond Awards (left to right) Kristin Smith, Emily Freed, and Wendy Smolke.

Brainerd Public Schools is 
celebrating three extraordi-
nary staff members who have 
gone “Above and Beyond” 
in service to students, col-
leagues, and the community.

Special education teacher 
Emilee Freed a special ed-
ucation teacher at Brainerd 
High School, has served the 
district for 17 years. Reading 
from her nomination, Assis-

tant Principal Craig Kotsmith 
described Emilee as “the 
heartbeat behind Unified 
Warriors and the Polar Plunge 
for Special Olympics. She 
builds bridges among stu-
dents, ensuring every learner 
has a place to shine. What 
sets her apart is her unwav-
ering advocacy for some of 
our most vulnerable learners. 
She helps them discover 

confidence, friendships, and 
opportunities to thrive.””

Kristin Smith, a beloved 
third-grade teacher at Gar-
field Elementary and track 
coach at Brainerd High 
School, brings 36 years of 
passion to her role. “Kris takes 
the time to understand each 
student’s needs, offering ex-
tra help when needed,” said 
Forestview Principal Tammy 

Brainerd Public Schools award recipients
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CHURCH DIRECTORYCHURCH DIRECTORY
* Indicates handicap accessible.  NOTE: All times are Sunday morning (a.m.) unless indicated otherwise. 

ALLIANCE 
Aitkin* —  New Life Church of the CM&A; Worship 10:15 am; 

Services on Sunday at 10:15am and 6pm; 11-1st Street SW;  
newlifeaitkin.com 218-927-2823.

Baxter* — Pointway Alliance Church; Rev. Charles Bol-
stridge, 218-537-6505; 7756 Highland Scenic Road;  
Worship 10; www.pointway.org 

Garrison* —  Worship 10:30am
Onamia — Vineland Native American Chapel, Hwy. 169 

north of casino; Worship 11; Pastor Boeringa 320-532-4449   

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Aitkin —  Pastor Andrew Jergenson; Sunday Morning 

Service 10.
Baxter — Heritage Church, Pastor Heath Beard; 8:30, 10 

& 11:30 Sundays, 6:30p Wednesdays, iamheritage.org 
Crosby — Pastor Dustin McCaleb; Worship 10:30
Crosslake — Crossroads Christian, Rev. Gary Espeseth; SS 

at 9:30, Worship at 10:45
Hill City — Interim Pastor John Koppel, Staff Pastor Lisa 

Jordan; Worship 10; hillcityagchurch@gmail.com; 218-
697-2662 

Palisade — Pastor Charlie Bell; SS 9; Worship 10; Kids 
Church; Small groups during the week 218-845-2726

BAPTIST 
Aitkin - Northwoods Community Church, Pastor William 

Verbeke, Worship 10:30, northwoodscommunitychurch.org
Baxter - Eagle Brook Church , Worship 9 & 11,  www.eagle-

brookchurch.com/locations/brainerd-lakes/
Brainerd* - Faith Baptist Church, Pastor Jim Stephens, 

218-829-3191; SS 9:00, Worship 10:30 and 6 p.m., Wed. 
Classes and Clubs 6:30 p.m.; fbcbrainerd.com 

Brainerd- The Church On The Wise Road, Pastor Todd 
Stumbo 218-829-4673, Worship 11:00, SS 9:45 
www.thechurchonthewiseroad.org

Breezy Point — Eagles Nest, Pastor Zach Broom 218-562-
5252, Worship 9:30, SS 11.

Crosby — Bible Baptist, Pastor Jon Thorson; SS 9:45; Service 
10:45 and 6 p.m., Bible Study Wed. 7 pm 

Deerwood* — Jeff Shadrick, SS 9:30; Worship 10:30 and 6 
pm; Wed. Service, 6:30 pm.

Glory* —  SS 9:15; Worship 10:30 am.; Wed 6pm Glory 
Family night, KidMin grades kindergarten - 6, Mad4Christ 
grades 7-12. aitkinchurch.com

Hill City — Pastor Lonnie Lee; 218-697-2645; Adult SS 9; 
Worship 10 am; Bible Study, Fri., 7 pm.

Isle — Pastor Nick Skogen; 676-3171; SS 9:30; Service 
10:30; Bible Study, Wed., 7 p.m.

Opstead — 676-8859; SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible Study 
Wed., 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC
Aitkin* — St. James, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; Mass 

Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 10:30.  Confession Sat. 10-10:45 and 
4-4:45 pm.

Brainerd — St. Andrew’s, Fr. Gabriel Waweru, Sat.4:30; Sun. 
10:00 and St. Mathias Sunday 8:00.

Brainerd — St. Francis, Fr. Michael Garry, Sat. 5:00; Sun-
day 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 and All Saints Saturday 4:00 and 
Sunday 10:30.

Cromwell/Wright — Immaculate Conception, Mass: Sat. 
5 p.m.

Crosby* — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass: Thurs. and Fri. 
at 8; Tues at noon, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30.

Crosslake — Immaculate Heart, 218-692-3731; www.
ihmstemilys.org; Mass: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30; Confession 
Sat. 3 pm.

Emily — St. Emily, Mass: Mon. & Wed. 8; Sun. 10:30; Con-
fession 1st Sat. 11 or by appt. 218-763-2101.

Garrison  — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass Wed. 
9 & Sat. 4 pm, Confession Sat. 3:30 - 3:50 pm

Grand Rapids — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Jerry Weiss, Mass: Sat. 5 
pm; Sun. 8 & 10:30. 218-326-2483

Hillman — Holy Family;  Sun. 10 to Mass Sat. 6:30 pm (only 
through Labor Day)  w/ confession before or by appt.

McGregor – Holy Family, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; 
Mass Sun. 8; Confessions Tues. 5:30-6:30 pm

Vineland  — St. Therese, Mass Sun. 11; Holy Days 8:30. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Baxter, Lakes Area — Nondenominational; 7001 Highland 

Scenic Road; Bible Study every Wed. 7 pm; Worship 10:30-
11:30. 218-828-1362

Tamarack — Pastor Terry Banker, 608-475-1528, Worship 
9:30; SS 10:45; Wed Youth 4 pm.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Aitkin — Co. Rd. 12, Chapel Ph. 218-927-4454; Kevin Haffner 

218-792-5684; Sacrament Mtg. 10 
COMMUNITY
Aitkin — Nondenominational; 927-2749; at 219-1st Ave. NE., 

Aitkin, Services Sun.10, 218-927-6959 
Brainerd - Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene- 

Pastor Dave McGaffey Sunday worship at 10, SS 9;  
16549 Johnson Rd -church phone 218-829-9005 

Glen — Pastor R. F. Stauter, 218-838-1981; Worship 9  
May-Oct.

Grand Rapids — Solid Rock Church of God, Pastor Robert 
Kimberling; 218-326-0711; Sun. BS 9:30, Worship 10:30; 
Wed. BS 6:30 pm

Jacobson — Jacobson Community Church, Pastor George 
Collins, 218-252-5938, Sun. SS (All ages) 9:30, Worship 
10:30; Family Time 2nd & 4th Sundays;  Wed. BS 7 pm

Kimberly — Nature Ave. Rev. Rick Perry; Worship 9; Adult 
Bible Study & Sunday School 10:30; 218-927-6256.

McGregor — The Lighthouse Christian Church; Worship 10; 
99 South 1st Street (at the McGregor United Methodist                                                                                                       
church [shared] in downtown McGregor) Pastor Joel 
Seibel.

McGregor — Victory Mission, Pastor J. Gould, 218-768-
2160; Sun. 10; Wed. Bible Study, 7:30 pm. 

Merrifield — Community Church of the Nazarene, Pastor 
Ron Christenson; Service 11 & 6 pm.  Wed. Prayer Meet-
ing, 7  p.m.; 218-829-7536.

Merrifield — Ossipee Community, SS 10; Service 11; Wed. 
Bible Study Prayer, 7:00 p.m.

Nisswa — Christ Community Church, Pastor Richie Bean; 
Service 10; Fellowship 9:30-10

Outing* - Narrows Community Church, Pastor Kenny Holm, 
218-792-5530 Worship 9:30; 6297 Woods Bay NE, just 
north of Hwy. 6 bridge

Palisade —Hilltop Chapel (Waukenabo Twp)*- service 
10 a.m.; Adult and Children’s SS 9 a.m.; 49448 Osprey 
Avenue, Palisade.

Tamarack — Church of Christ, 218-768-3898; Service 
9:30; SS 10:45. 

EPISCOPAL
Aitkin — St. John’s, Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 9
Brainerd* — St. Paul’s, Rev. Joyce A. Rush. In-person wor-

ship service at 10 am Sunday. Online at 5 pm Saturday. 
Call the church 219-829-3834 and leave a message with 
email to receive a Zoom invitation.

EVANGELICAL FREE
Baxter — Lakewood EFC, Pastor Matt Nagel; Worship at 

9:00 and 10:45. Wednesday for all ages 6:30 pm. 
Crosslake — The Log Church 9:30, Pastor Troy Nelson; 218-

692-4141,37218 County Road 66,  www.crosslakeefc.org 
Isle — Pastor Mark Lee;   Sunday School  9:00 am;  Worship 

10:30 am, Sun. Youth group 6:00 pm, Wed. Adult Prayer 
6:30 pm and Kids Konnect 6:30 pm

Malmo — Pastor Glenn Browning; SS 9:30; Fellowship 10; 
Worship 10:15

Wright — Pastor Ken Mitchell, 218-426-5115; SS 9:30; 
Worship, 10:30; Thu., Bible Study, 7 pm.

HEBREW/MESSIANIC
Glen — Beth Shalom Tabernacle of Truth, for information 

320-684-2804 
LUTHERAN
Aitkin — Bethlehem (ELCA), Rev.  Rebecca Hinz;  Worship  

9:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun each month.
First* — (ELCA) Pastor Reggie Denton, worship Sun. 9am 

(also available via livestream on YouTube – First Lutheran 
Church, Aitkin) and (broadcast on KKIN 94.3 FM radio at 
10am), take out community meal every Mon. & Thurs. 5pm 
and Tues. 12pm; food shelf 2nd & 4th Thurs. each month 
9am- 4pm. Office open M-Th 7:30am – 4pm.

 Aitkin (Cedarbrook) —  St. John’s (ELCA) Pastor Sarah 
Stadler, Worship on Sundays at 9 am followed by Sunday 
school at 10 am  beginning September 7. Blessing of the 
Backpacks on Sept 7. stjohns-cedarbrook.weebly.com,  
27452 St. John’s Church Road, Aitkin.  

Aitkin  —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor D. Becker;  
Worship Sun. 9, SS 10

Baxter — Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool (WELS).  
Pastor Bill Werth.  Sunday Worship 9.  Sunday School/
Adult Bible Class 10:15.  13815 Cherrywood Dr. in Baxter. 
(Corner of Inglewood and Cherrywood).  218-829-4105. 
www.christbaxter.com. 

Baxter — Prince of Peace (LCMS); Communion every 
Sunday 9, Fellowship 10:15, Adult Bible Class & Sunday 
School 10:30 am 218-829-7092 www.princeofpeacelu-
theran.church  

Sunday each month.
Tamarack (AFLC) —  Pastor Ron Staudinger; 1st, 3rd and 

4th Sundays 10 am; 41163 Kestrel Ave 3.3 mi. South of 
Hwy 210 

Thor — Zion,  Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through 
December.

Wright — Bethlehem, Worship; SS 9.
Wright —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 

Reinke; Worship 10:30; Bible Study and Sunday School 
Sun. 9:30;  Lent services Wed. 5:30 pm.\

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Aitkin—Cedar Lake Norwegian Lutheran Church, service is 

the 3rd Sunday of the month May-October at 11am , 3100 
Pioneer Ave., Aitkin. 

 Brainerd—Oak Street Chapel, Pastor Todd Wooden, 
Worship service is Sunday at 9:30, 523 SE 11th Street, 
Brainerd, 218-454-0984

Brainerd—Remnant Ministry Center, Pastor Ben Davis, 
Worship service is Sunday at 10am, 512 S 8th St.,  Suite 
2, 218-829-2989. 

PENTECOSTAL
Baxter — Christ Alive, 12485 Forestview Drive, Baxter, MN 

56425. Pastor Walter Starr, 763-316-7270, Sunday Wor-
ship 10:00am, Wednesday Bible study 6:30pm 

Emily — Cornerstone Church; Pastor Earl Ready; Worship 
10, 41536 Birchwood Drive, Emily; 218-763-2939. 

Ironton — Iron Range Christian Center; Pastor Dwight 
Semler; 218-546-6523; meeting at Irondale Town Hall*, 
Co. Rd. 12, (Deerwood Shortcut); Worship 10 & Wed. 7 pm.

Tamarack — Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, Pastors Ken 
and Ron Fairbanks, Sat. 11. 218-768-3585

PRESBYTERIAN
Crosslake - Pastor Mark Ford, 218-692-4769; Worship 9; 

Fellowship 11. 14444 Daggett Pine Road, Crosslake, just 
passed the Community Center; www.crosslakepres.org.

McGrath — Calvary, Pastor - Todd Oltmann; Worship 9.
McGregor/Round Lake — Pastor Talley; Worship Sat. 5 pm.
Tamarack  — First, Rev. J. Yingling; Worship 11. 
REFORMED
Crosby — Lifespring Church,  a member of Fellowship of 

Independent Reformed Evangelicals, 9:30, 30 Hallett Ave 
NE 218-545-5433, www.visitlifespring.com

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Aitkin – Pastor Josh Jeresek; Worship Sat. 9:30, Prayer 

Meeting & Bible Study Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.; www.
aitkinadventist.org; 423-805-0933; 830 Minnesota Ave S 

Brainerd – Pastor Josh Jeresek; Worship Sat. 11:10, Bible 
Study 10; Bible Study  & Prayer Mtg. Wed. 6:30 p.m.; 2910 
Oak Street, Brainerd,  218-829-1676

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Pequot Lakes — 28877 State Hwy 371, Pequot Lakes 10:30 

1st and 4th Sundays.  218-330-3476

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Brainerd — First Congregational UCC, 415 Juniper St, 

Brainerd. Sunday worship at 10. Pastor; Leslie Moughty. 
Handicapped accessible. www.uccbrainerdmn.org

UNITED METHODIST
Aitkin* — Aitkin - Pastor Dawn Houser; Worship 10, Wednes-

days at 5:30 pm Bible & Brew, Facebook live.  
Crosby/Deerwood* — Cascade, Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday 

Worship with Youtube live streaming 10 am with fellowship 
to follow. Cascade Ladies meet on the first Wednesday of 
each month at noon. Come & Eat Community dinner on 
the third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm. Please 
call the office to sign up: 218-534-3507. 

Cutler* (South Aitkin County) — Pine Lake Chapel, Pastor 
Gary Taylor; Worship Sunday 1 p.m. Fellowship follows.

Cromwell — Pastor Tim Homstad; Worship 10; SS 9
Emily* — Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday Worship with Facebook 

live streaming 8:30 with fellowship to follow. UWF meet on 
the first Sunday of each month following worship. Men’s 
prayer breakfast 2nd Saturday of each month at 8. Bible 
Study Thursday at 6 pm. 

Fleming* — (Northern Lights Parish) SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30; fellowship follows.

Hill City — Pastor Roger Lynn; Worship 10 
McGregor* — (Northern Lights Parish) Worship 8:45; 

fellowship follows.
Onamia — Pastor Rick & Judy Wilder; Worship 10; fellowship 

9; 2 blks north of Post Office; handicap ramp; 320-532-
3150; office: 218-546-7656; cell:  218-360-1947

WESLEYAN
Emily — Rev. Jason Gressman; Worship 9; Friendship Time 

10; SS 10:30; Wed. Activities 6:30 p.m.;  218-763-HOPE.

Beaver Township — Finnish EA, Hwy. 27, Worship 1st & 
3rd Sun., 10:30.

Brainerd — First Lutheran Church (ELCA) Pastors: Patty 
Bjorklund and Jordan Gades, Sunday worship 9, Sunday 
School following worship. Services also available on 
YouTube and Facebook.  218-829-9552 flcbrainerd.com 
424 8th Street South, Brainerd

Brainerd* — Good Shepherd Free Lutheran Church (AFLC), 
Pastor David Franz, find service info at www.goodshep-
herdfreelutheran.church, 5878 Pine Beach Road, Brain-
erd, 218-824-3052 

Brainerd — Laestadian Lutheran Church, 1501 So. 8th St. 
-  Sunday Worship Services 10:30 am. (www.llchurch.org)   

Brainerd — Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 1420 South 6th 
St. Brainerd, Worship Sunday 9 am, Wednesday  6 pm.

 218-829-5147. Website: www.trinitybrainerd.org. Email: 
trinity@trinitybrainerd.org

 Brainerd — Truth Lutheran Church (LCMC, Pastor James 
Walth, Corner of 5th and Kingwood, Worship  9 

Brainerd - Zion Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor Steve 
Benson, Sunday Worship 9, Monday Worship 6 pm. Ed-
ucation hour Sunday 10:15 am. 220 N. 8th St. Brainerd. 
218-829-4317.  www.zionbrainerd.com. 

Cedar Lake, Norwegian Lutheran — Third Sun 11, May - Oct.
Crosby — Immanuel (LCMC) Rev. Paul Mattson;  Sun. 9:30 

worship; SS (Sept.-May) 10:15; 10:30 fellowship
Crosby —Zion (LC-MS) Worship 8:30, Pastor Donald Klatt  

218-546-6910
Crosslake Lutheran Church (ELCA) • www.crosslakelu-

theran.com • Kristin Oltmann, Pastor • Becky Swanson, 
Pastor, 218-692-3682, September 7-Mid-May: Sunday at 
9:30am & October-Mid-May: Wednesday at 6:15pm  - All 
are welcome!

Crosslake —Mission of the Cross (LCMS), Pastor Leslie 
Uhrinak; Worship 9:30 with every Sunday Communion, 
Fellowship 10:30, Adult Bible Class 11,   218-692-4228, 
www.missionofthecross.org

Deerwood* — Salem (ELCA), Pastor Amanda Kempthorne; 
Worship: 9; Sunday School 9:50.

Garrison — Light of the Cross (ELCA),  Worship 9 SS 9; 
320-692-4773 or 877-406-9101. 

Garrison — Shepherd of the Lake (LCMS), Rev. Caleb Wor-
rel.  Worship 10 with Communion Every Sunday. Adult Bible 
Study 8:30am, Sunday School Sept-May, 8:30am. Fellow-
ship 11am.  320-692-4581. www.shepherdofthelake.org.

Giese — Immanuel, Rev. R. Langhorst & Rev. R. Lovaas; 
Worship 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 1st Sun. of month 
8:45.

Hill City — Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Pastor M. Eckert; 
Worship 9; Bible Study 10:15.

Hillman — Immanuel, (ELCA) Sun. Worship 11, fellowship 
follows. Located on the corner of Hwy. 27 and Co. Rd. 47. 
(Handicap accessible)

Iron Hub —  Immanuel (LC-MS) Worship 10:30, Pastor 
Donald Klatt 218-534-3069 

Isle — Faith (ELCA), Pastor Josh Blair; Worship 9:30; 
handicapped accessible. 

Isle — Holden (ELCA), Worship 9:15  
Isle — Trinity (Missouri Synod), Rev. Mark Maunula; Worship 

9; Fellowship follows; SS 10:30; Adult Bible 10:30.
Jacobson — Carmel, Vicar Mark Wagner; SS 1st & 3rd Sun. 

10, Service 11, fellowship follows.
Lake Shore — Living Savior Lutheran Church, 8327 In-

terlachen Rd.; Worship 9 Sunday mornings, followed by 
fellowship and Bible study.  (Located on Co. Rd. #77 N)

Malmo  — Bethesda (ELCA) Rev Christina Kadelbach;  Sun. 
Worship 9am.  Fellowship following Service.  Communion 
every Sunday.

McGrath — Grace; Wed. potluck 5 pm, Bible study 6 p.m.; 
SS 10; Worship 11.

McGrath  —  Zion (ELCA), Worship 9; SS 9.
McGregor/Big Sandy Lake — Grace Lutheran Log Church 

(LCMC), Pastor Lorelie Robinson; Worship 9, Fellowship 
follows, SS 10.

McGregor — Our Savior’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 
C. Reinke; Worship 9; SS 10; Bible Study Tue. 9, Wed. 7 pm

Outing — Our Saviors ELCA;  Pastor Luke Lekander, 
Worship 9.

Palisade* — Bethel (ELCA), Pastor Steven Teff; Worship 9:30.
Pequot Lakes - Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor 

Monte Meyer Worship 9 am, Fellowship 10 am, Sunday 
School and Adult Bible Study 10:15 am 

Pequot Lakes* - Our Savior’s Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Rev. Stephen Blenkush Worship 9:00 a.m., SS 9:15 a.m., 
Fellowship 10:15 a.m. Wed. Adult Bible Study 11:00 a.m.   

Rossburg  — Bethesda Lutheran (LCMC Congregations in 
Mission for Christ) 11:30 service. Communion 1st & 3rd 
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Cedar Lake Norwegian Lu-
theran Church will open its 
doors for worship once again 
on Sunday, Sept. 21 at 11:00 
a.m., with Pastor Susan Cline 
leading the service. All are 
warmly invited to attend and 
take part in this special gath-
ering.

Following the service, at-
tendees are welcome to stay 
for a community luncheon—a 
tradition that brings friends, 
families, and neighbors togeth-
er in fellowship.

After lunch, the church will 
hold its annual board / con-
gregational  meeting, and the 

Dorris Cemetery Association 
will convene for its annual 
meeting as well.

The historic church is locat-
ed at 31000 Pioneer Avenue, 
Aitkin. Whether you’re a long-
time member or simply curious 
about the church’s heritage, all 
are welcome to attend.

Cedar Lake Norwegian Lutheran

Sacred Festival of Tabernacles
Scripture obedient people are invited to attend the Almighty Yahuah’s yearly commanded 

Sacred Festival Sukkot (of Tabernacles), Oct. 7-14. “Gather the men, women, children and 
stranger and read torah, so they can hear and learn and fear Yahuah, your eloheem and 
obey all the worlds of torah.” (Deut. 31:10-12.) Call Proverbs 6:23 Ministry for directions 
or questions at 218-533-6029.

this interview.
He urges residents to edu-

cate themselves before they 
vote. He has videos posted 
on Facebook. Material will 
be mailed to all homes. Log 
onto rangernationstrong-
foundation.org to get infor-
mation on voting, tax impact 
and more.

New superintendent takes helm amid referendum push | Continued from Page 1
Voting info:

Vote early by mail start-
ing Friday, Sept. 19 through 
Monday, Nov. 3: Absentee 
ballots will be available 
at the Crow Wing County 
Historical Courthouse (326 
Laurel Street in Brainerd) 
on weekdays from 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Vote early in-per-

son at the County Elections 
Office at the Courthouse on 
Saturday, Nov. 1 from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. and Monday, Nov. 
3, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Vote 
in-person on Election Day — 
Tuesday, November 4: Polls 
will be open from 7 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. at four combined 
polling places.

COMMUNITY EVENTSCOMMUNITY EVENTS
September
18th - 21st, 25th - 28th - Annie” will be staged in Pequot Lakes Shows are set for 7 p.m.  on Sept. 18, 20, 

25, and 27 and 2 p.m.  on Sept. 21 and 28. Individual ticket prices are Adults $15 / Seniors (60+) $13 
/ Youth (18U) $10. More details are available from the Community Education Office at 218-568-9200.
The website is www.glapa.org

20th - Cuyuna Range Lions’ Pancake Breakfast from 8-11 a.m. at Crosby Memorial Parke.
20th - Long Lake Conservation Center will host Starapalooza - a free stargazing event  as part of the 

University of Minnesota’s Bell Museum 6th Annual Statewide Star Party beginning at 5 p.m. in the 
North Star Lodge with indoor activities and presentations, followed by s’mores by the campfire. The 
stargazing will begin at approximately 8 p.m. and continue until 11 p.m.  For more information, go to 
longlakecc.org/starapalooza, email info@longlakecc.org or call 218-768-4653.

21st - Cedar Lake Norwegian Lutheran Church service with Pastor Susan Cline at 11:00 a.m.,  Following 
the service, attendees are welcome to stay for a community luncheon. After lunch, the church will 
hold its annual board / congregational  meeting, and the Dorris Cemetery Association will convene 
for its annual meeting also well. The historic church is located at 31000 Pioneer Avenue, Aitkin.

21st - St. James Catholic Church Fall Festival, 11:30 a.m.-5:00  p.m. at 299 Red Oak Drive in Aitkin.  
Baked Chicken Dinner served 11:30 a.m. -2:00 p.m. in the Parish Dining Hall. Step outside to expe-
rience activities like cash bingo, beer garden, Grandma’s Attic, silent auction, dunk the deacon dunk 
tank, free throw and corn hole tournaments. Live music from the Diane Zilverberg Trio, 1:00- 3:00 
p.m. Live Auction at 4:00 p.m. For more information, contact the church office at 218-927-6581 or 
visit  aitkincatholic.org.

27th - Crosslake Lutheran Church Jul Fest (Christmas Coffee Fest) will be held in conjunction with 
Crosslake Days, 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. at the Crosslake Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall, located on 
County Road 66 in Crosslake. Craft and Bake Sale. Quilt raffled off at 2:30 p.m.

October
1st - Registration deadline for the MPCA Smart Salting for Roads Certification Training from 8 a.m. to 

1:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 8 at the Cass County Land Department in Backus.  The training will 
cover application rates, weather considerations, environmental effects of deicing, calibration, stor-
age, new maintenance methods, and anti-icing strategies. 

Send your community events to hopper@crosbyironton.net 



NewsHopperTM 	 September 20, 2025	 5www.NewsHopper.net

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage for 
400 plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance -NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-973-
9175 www.dental50plus.
com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 844-716-2411. (mcn)

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A 
recent study shows that a 
majority of people struggle 
to pay for health coverage. 
Let us show you how much 
you can save. Call Now 
for a no-obligation quote: 
1-888-772-8454. You will 
need to have your zip code 
to connect to the right pro-
vider. (mcn)
AT T E N T I O N  O X Y G E N 
THERAPY USERS! Discover 
Oxygen Therapy That Moves 
with You with Inogen Porta-
ble Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 
1-833-650-5916. (mcn)

Don’t Pay For Covered 
Home Repairs Again! Our 
home warranty covers ALL 
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. We stand by 
our service and if we can’t 
fix it, we’ll replace it! Pick the 
plan that fits your budget! 
Call: 1-833-816-2128. (mcn)
WATER & FIRE DAMAGE 
RESTORATION. Our trusted 
professionals will restore 
your home to protect your 
family and your home’s 
value! Call 24/7: 1-833-879-
1480. Mold Remediation 
services are also available! 
(mcn)

S u n S e t t e r.  A m e r i c a ’s 
Number One Awning! Instant 
shade at the touch of a 
button. Transform your deck 
or patio into an outdoor 
oasis. Up to 10-year lim-
ited warranty. Call now and 
SAVE $350 today! 1-855-
462-2330. (mcn)
NEED NEW FLOORING? 
Call today to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-833-641-6323. 
(mcn) 
INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? 
Don’t Accept the insurance 
company’s first offer. Many 
injured parties are entitled 
to cash settlements in the 
$1000’s. Get a free evalua-
tion to see what your case 
is really worth. 100% Free 
Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-
879-1534. (mcn)
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Deadlines are Mondays at Noon

NEW AND USED SAFES 
FOR SALE  • 
S a f e  r e p a i r 
a n d  l o c k e d 
safes opened  
•  Heavy and 
light duty gun 
safes and vault 
doors on hand 
• High secu-
r i ty safes for 
gold and silver   
320-360-5431    w52

 
GOT JUNK? CALL THE 
JUNK REMOVAL EXPERTS 
AT 218-833-9664 OR VISIT 
US AT elitejunkprosmn.
com FREE ESTIMATES  w39

NO MORE CLEANING 
CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. Call 1-833-
641-6646. (mcn) 

To Place An Ad   
Call 218-821-1393 or 
 www.newshopper.net

For Delivery or Pickup
1-888-450-3460

Washed Sand • Washed Rock
Class 5 Gravel • Fill Sand

Crushed Concrete • Granite Accepted

AGGREGATE:AGGREGATE:

• EXTERIOR
• INTERIOR
• STAINING
• LOG HOMES

STEVE’S
  PAINTING 
STEVE’SSTEVE’S
  PAINTING   PAINTING 
STEVE’SSTEVE’S
  PAINTING   PAINTING 

546-8130546-8130546-8130546-81302
1
8

LLC

INSURED

Specializing in  
Shoreline Restoration

• Rip Rap Rock Installation
• Boulder Wall Material 

Installation
• Sod Installation
• Class Five
• Bobcat Work
• Demolition
• All Dirt Work Needs
• Patios

General Building &
 Remodeling Contractor
• Roofing
• Window Installation
• Siding
• Garages
• Doors 
• Decks
• Handicapped Bathrooms

Dozer & Backhoe Work
• Basements
• Driveways
• Ponds
• Wild Life Food Plots
• Land & Lot Clearing
• Stump Removal
• Rip Rap
• Demolition
• Building Pads
• Ditches and Ditch Clean-

ing
• Black Dirt, Sand & 

Gravel
• Roads / Road Building
• Boulder Walls
• Trail Brushing

Tree Removal
• Tree Removal and Clean-

up
• Stump Grinding
• Storm Damage Cleanup
• Aerial Truck

Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371

Specializing in Shoreline Restoration Rip-Rap-Rock Installation

For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! 

& Construction& Construction
Aitkin, Minnesota

License# BC768287

218-839-3371

YOUR EROSION 

EXPERTS!

GET
 ESTIMATES 

NOW

Old wood (decks, siding, logs, etc.) looks new again 
with media blasting and staining!

Making Old Wood Look New!

Full Structural Steel Buildings Full Structural Steel Buildings 
Home •  Garage • Shed • Office • Ag

Call 218-839-3371 Call 218-839-3371 for an estimatefor an estimate

Discount Discount 
Prices!Prices!

Keep Cozy Keep Cozy 
with Spray with Spray 

FoamFoam
 Insulation! Insulation!

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

MDAN

2x4
2x8

2x2

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 9/14/2025 North

BUY 1, GET 1

40% OFF*

$200 OFF
Your Entire Purchase*

PLUS

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

855-213-4393TOLL
FREE 

OFFER ENDS 12/31
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• Yard 
Cleanup

• Tree 
Trimming  
& Removal

• Stump 
Grinding 

• Woods 
Clearing

• Brush 
Chipping 

• 24 hour 
storm 
damage 
clean up 
working 
directly 
with your 
insurance 
company.

CALL FOR A  
FREE ESTIMATE 
218.232.7328
jntreeservice-landscaping.com

FALL IS THE 
TIME TO 
PRUNE YOUR 
OAK TREES 
CALL TO GET ON 
THE LIST TODAY! 

“Superb Client Service with Follow Up Satisfaction”

1.800.630.2960  •  wildernesslandimprovement.com

Land Clearing & MulchingLand Clearing & Mulching
WildernessWilderness

Buckthorn Eradication, Invasive Willow Removal,  
Brush Removal, Lot Clearing & More!

WE SPECIALIZE IN WILDLIFE HABITAT 
RESTORATION AND FOOD PLOTS. 

ATTENTIONATTENTION
HUNTERSHUNTERS
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