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A guide to fall lawn care for cool-season grasses

Spring is the season most often associat-
ed with lawn care, and for good reason. Grass
starts growing in spring, and the season is
a great time to fertilize many grasses in the
hopes lawns can look their best and endure
the hotter, dryer weather of summer.

Spring might mark the time when many
homeowners begin tending to their lawns
each year, but it's important to recognize the
significance of fall lawn care as well. Grasses
vary,and homeowners are urged to identify
which type of grass is in their lawn so they
can ensure it gets the care it needs before
winter’s first frost. Cool-season grasses like
perennial ryegrass and Kentucky bluegrass are
common in various regions, and the following
strategies can help homeowners with these
types of grasses tend to their lawns this fall.

« Stick to your recommended fertiliza-
tion schedule. Homeowners who have been
fertilizing since spring are urged to continue
doing so in fall at the recommended interval.
It's easy to forget to fertilize in fall thanks to
cooler temperatures that don’t call lawn care
to mind and busier schedules after school
starts again and summer vacation season
ends. But many fertilizer manufacturers advise
users of their products to fertilize several
times over the course of the year, including
in fall. Stick to the intervals recommended on

the packaging of the fertilizer you’ve been
using, making sure not to forget to fertilize
this fall.

¢ Conduct a soil test. A soil test can de-
termine if the soil is lacking any nutritive ele-
ments it needs to come back strong in spring.
Certain amendments can restore pH balance
if necessary and foster stronger growth when
lawns come back in spring.

¢ Aerate, if necessary. Soil can become
compacted over time, and that can cause a
range of problems for a lawn. Compacted
soil can make it harder for water to reach
the roots of grass, which weakens grass and
makes it more vulnerable to damage during
adverse weather events like drought. Com-
pacted soil also makes it harder for nutrients
in fertilizer to get into the soil. Aerating is
best left to professionals, particularly in larger
lawns, as the job can foster strong root devel-
opment when done properly.

* Remove thatch where it’s excessive.
Thin layers of thatch can benefit lawns by
delivering nutrients from glass clippings
and leaves to a lawn. However, when thatch
is excessive, it can block air, water and even
fertilizer from reaching the soil. Thatch often
can be removed with a rake, but lawns with
especially thick layers of thatch may need
to be scarified. Homeowners can take a DIY

approach to scarifying or hire a landscaping
professional to dethatch the lawn and remove
the thatch from their properties.

¢ Continue to water the lawn. A cool-sea-
son grass will continue to require water into
the fall. Though the lawn won’t need to be
watered as frequently in fall as in summer,
various lawn care professionals note cool-sea-
son grasses still need roughly an inch of
water each week in fall.

¢ Remove leaves as they fall. Fallen
leaves can affect a lawn in much the same
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way as excessive amounts of thatch, blocking
water and nutrients from reaching the soil.
So it’s best to remove fallen leaves, especially
when they begin to fall in large quantities.

Fall is an opportune time to tend to a
lawn to increase the chances grass grows
back strong in spring.

If you need help, check out Adent’s Land-
scaping Supplies on page 5, Culby’s Landscape
Supplies on page 9, Creative Landscaped De-
sign on page 10,and Second Nature Gardens
on page 14.
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Cooking up a kitchen remodel

A successful kitchen renovation project
requires careful planning and a detailed
vision of what the space will look like upon
completion. Whether a homeowner is thinking
about giving the kitchen a major overhaul
or just a minor refresh, bringing that vision
to life doesn’t happen overnight. There is a
process that must go into a kitchen renova-
tion. Embarking on a kitchen remodel can be
an exciting venture and homeowners may be
eager to dive right in, but familiarizing one-
self with what to expect prior to the start can
help property owners navigate the process
more smoothly.

e Inspiration and design: The first phase
involves dreaming up kitchen plans and mak-
ing practical decisions regarding efficiency
and functionality. Considerable time may be
spent working with a designer and architect,
which will involve choosing materials and a
color scheme.

 Creating a budget: According to Angi,
the average kitchen remodel costs $26,934,
but price ultimately varies depending on the
scope of the work. Costs may be less or more
depending on the size of the kitchen and the
materials chosen.

* Demolition: Before a homeowner can
have a new kitchen, the old one must be
removed. The real physical transformation

begins with the demolition, which tends to
be quick but messy. It is essential to set up an
alternative “mini kitchen” elsewhere, or expect
to be dining out throughout the remodel. The
demo process may reveal any issues that will
need to be remedied before the real work can
begin, such as structural damage, leaks, mold,
or other hiccups.

« Contractor work begins: It can take
one to three weeks for contractors to install
plumbing, mechanical components, electri-
cal wiring, ductwork, and more, followed by
structural needs and drywall, according to
sink and faucet manufacturer Blanco. Flooring
and cabinets will follow, and can take another
week or more. Fabricating custom countertops
is a lengthy process and can represent the
bulk of a kitchen renovation timeline. Expect
a few weeks for countertops to be measured,
made and then installed.

¢ Appliances and finishing touches:
Appliances will be delivered and hooked up
at the tail end of the renovation. Finally, the
backsplash, fixtures and lighting are put into
place. The last leg of the remodel will include
painting, trim work and installation of hard-
ware on cabinets and drawers.

Once all the work is done, it is essential
for homeowners to make sure everything is
to their liking. According to HGTV and Kitchy
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Crouse of CK Interior Design, a regular kitchen
renovation can take anywhere from six to

12 weeks. With so much time devoted to the
space, homeowners should ensure it lives up
to their expectations.

As the renovation begins, homeowners
should remember that unexpected issues can
arise, including delays due to material avail-
ability or unforeseen challenges. Maintaining

an open communication with the contractor,
asking questions and remaining flexible
helps. Although a kitchen remodel is initially
disruptive, it is an investment that ultimately
enhances a home’s value.

Check out Hannapel on page 6,
Priebe’s Creative Woodworking on the back
page and Strouse Woodworks on page 14 also.
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Preparing Your Home for Winter

As the vibrant colors of fall fade, the
arrival of winter brings cold temperatures,
heavy snow, and icy winds. Preparing your
home for the season is essential to ensure
comfort, safety,and energy efficiency. With
Lake Michigan’s influence often intensifying
snowfall, taking proactive steps can protect
your property and keep utility costs manage-
able. Here’s a guide to readying your home
for the challenges of a Southwest Michigan
winter.

Start with the exterior. Inspect your roof
for damaged shingles or weak spots, as heavy
snow and ice can worsen existing issues.
Clean gutters to prevent ice dams, which form
when melting snow refreezes and blocks
drainage, potentially causing leaks. Southwest
Michigan’s lake-effect snow can accumulate
quickly, so ensure downspouts direct water
away from the foundation. Check windows
and doors for drafts, sealing gaps with
weatherstripping or caulk to keep heat inside.
If your home has older windows, consider
adding storm windows or insulating plastic
film for extra protection against the region’s
biting winds.

Heating system maintenance is criti-
cal. Schedule a professional inspection of
your furnace or boiler to ensure it operates
efficiently. Replace air filters to improve

airflow and reduce strain on the system. If
you use a wood-burning fireplace, have the
chimney cleaned to remove creosote buildup,
which can pose a fire hazard. Programmable
thermostats are a smart investment, allowing
you to lower temperatures when the house is
empty while keeping it cozy upon your return.
Insulate exposed pipes in basements or crawl
spaces to prevent freezing, especially during
prolonged cold snaps common in the region.

Landscaping requires attention to with-
stand winter’s toll. Trim tree branches over-
hanging your roof to prevent damage from
snow-laden limbs. Clear leaves and debris
from the yard to reduce mold and pest issues.
Protect sensitive plants with burlap wraps or
mulch, particularly if they're exposed to harsh
winds off the lake. Store outdoor furniture
and garden tools in a shed or garage to shield
them from snow and ice.

Inside, focus on energy efficiency and
safety. Swap out lightweight curtains for
heavier, insulated ones to retain heat. Reverse
ceiling fans to circulate warm air downward.
Stock up on essentials like rock salt, shovels,
and sand for icy walkways, as Southwest
Michigan’s unpredictable storms can make
surfaces treacherous. Test smoke and carbon
monoxide detectors, replacing batteries as
needed, since heating systems and indoor
fires increase risks during winter.

Finally, prepare an emergency kit. Power
outages can occur during heavy snowstorms,
so include flashlights, batteries, blankets, and
non-perishable food. A battery-powered radio
is useful for weather updates. With Michigan’s
winters often delivering subzero tempera-
tures and feet of snow, these preparations can
make the season safer and more comfortable.
By acting now, you’ll protect your home and
enjoy the beauty of winter without worry.
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How to make bathrooms safer for seniors

Maintaining a sense of independence
throughout retirement can inspire seniors to
live their golden years to the fullest. For many
seniors, nothing is more emblematic of their
ability to stay independent than remaining
in their homes. A number of variables can
affect how long seniors stay in their homes,
including the layout of the property and any
potential safety threats that may arise as
men and women age. Some small, safety-cen-
tric tweaks to a property can help men and
women remain in their homes for as long as
possible.

e Increase lighting in bathrooms
throughout the home. Lighting is easily
overlooked as a safety measure, but a well-lit
space is easier to navigate. Increasing lighting
in the bathroom and upgrading existing
features to LED lighting can make it easier for
seniors to navigate bathrooms at night. That's
a notable benefit, as seniors may need to
make routine bathroom trips overnight.

« Install grab bars. Grab bars are often
found in public restrooms, but theyre equally
useful in the bathrooms or private homes,
particularly in seniors’ residences. Grab bars
can be installed on both sides of all toilets
and in the bathtub/shower stall so seniors can
get up and down easily and reinforce their
stability on wet surfaces.

e Invest in bathroom storage systems. A
cluttered bathroom is a potential safety haz-
ard. Items in cluttered bathrooms can easily
end up on the floor, and that goes for bathing
items like shampoo and soap as well. A
bathroom storage system for a vanity and an
organizer for bathing items inside a shower or
tub can decrease the chance that items end
up on the floor, where they can pose an injury
risk for seniors who might struggle to bend
over to pick them up or slip on fallen items
when bathing.

« Renovate your existing shower. Seniors
whose current bathrooms house a traditional
shower setup that requires them to step over
a tub can renovate the space and replace
that feature with a walk-in shower. A walk-in
shower does not require seniors step over
a bathtub, greatly reducing the risk of falls
while bathing. Some additional shower reno-
vations include installing a bench so seniors
can sit down while bathing, ideally while
using a hand-held shower head.

¢ Purchase non-slip materials for the
bathroom. Non-slip floor mats in a bathroom
are essential for anyone, and especially bene-
ficial for seniors. A non-slip vanity storage bin
and toothbrush holder also can ensure daily
accessories remain accessible.

« Elevate toilet heights. Elevating toilet

heights in bathrooms throughout the home

can make it easier for seniors to sit down and

get up when going to the bathroom. Toilets
compliant with the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act (ADA) are roughly 18 inches taller
than standard toilets, which can make a big
difference for seniors.

These are just a handful of ways seniors
can make their bathrooms safer as they aspire

to stay in their homes longer.

Locally, check out Boss Services and Han-
napel on page 6.
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What to know about garage conversions

A need for more space compels many a
homeowner to consider home renovations
each year. While some homeowners decide to
pull up stakes and move after realizing they
need more room to maneuver at home, a real
estate market marked by low inventory and
high prices has made it more affordable for
many property owners to stay put and convert
existing spaces.

A garage conversion project is one way
for homeowners to create more space in their
current properties. Homeowners considering
such renovations can benefit from a rundown

of what a garage conversion entails and what
to expect when the project is completed.

¢ A new floor will likely be part of the
project. Whether youre converting the garage
into a living space or simply hoping to make it
look nicer as a workshop or artist’s studio, the
existing floor will likely need to be replaced.
Many garages feature concrete flooring, which
cracks easily (homeowners considering a
garage renovation may already see cracks in
an existing floor). When converting a garage,
renovation experts will undoubtedly advise
replacing the existing floor,and some will

recommend polyaspartic floor installation.
Various garage conversion experts note that
polyaspartic flooring is ideal for garage spac-
es because it's durable, resistant to damage
that can be caused by chemicals and offers
much more aesthetic appeal than a concrete
floor.

¢ The room will need ventilation and
heating and cooling. A garage used for tra-
ditional purposes (i.e., parking cars, storing
lawn and garden tools, etc.) likely will not be
connected to a home’s existing HVAC system
and may not feature a window that can be
opened or closed to allow for fresh air to
enter the space. The space will need ventila-
tion and heating and cooling capabilities if it’s
being converted.

 Location and climate bear consider-
ation. Before going forward with a garage
conversion, homeowners should consider
where they live and the local climate. Home-
owners living in urban areas where parking is
at a premium may be doing themselves (and
future owners) a disservice by converting a
space where they can presently park a vehicle
into something else. In addition, people
living in locales where outdoor activities like
surfing, kayaking and cycling are popular will
have to determine where items necessary for
such activities will be stored if they decide to

convert their garages into living spaces. Of
course, garage renovation teams can incor-
porate storage into a design, so homeowners
should not hesitate to discuss their lifestyle
with contractors to ensure the room accom-
modates their hobbies after the conversion is
complete.

« Zoning laws may or may not affect the
project. Laws vary depending on where home-
owners live, so it’s impossible to say with
certainty if homeowners will or won'’t run into
zoning issues during a project. However, the
design of the finished product may offer hints
as to any permit-related hurdles homeowners
may need to clear. For example, if the garage
doors are staying and the space behind those
doors is merely being converted with a new
floor and other amenities that won’t change
the look or function of the space, then home-
owners may not encounter any permit issues.
A need for permits and some restrictions may
emerge if garage doors are being replaced by
a new wall so the exterior space seamlessly
blends in with the rest of the home. Investi-
gate any potential restrictions prior to going
forward.

Garage conversions can be a great way
to add functional space to a property without
building on to an existing home.

Let us do the work while you enjoy life outside!
Your local full service landscape design, build, and property care partner.
49 years of trusted service, since 1976.
Contact us today to get creative with your dream
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Signs it’s time to replace gutters

Home improvement projects run the
gamut from complex undertakings like room
additions to simpler renovations like a new
front door. Some home renovations excite
homeowners more than others, but all im-
provements are a way to make a home safer,
more comfortable and/or more functional.

A gutter replacement might not inspire
the same level of excitement as a room addi-
tion or an overhaul of an outdoor living space,
but new gutters can help to prevent roof dam-
age and make properties safer by ensuring
rain water is directed away from walkways.
Homeowners who suspect it might be time for
a gutter replacement can look for these signs
of fading gutters.

e Cracks or splits: Cracks or splits at
the seams of the gutters where two pieces
connect is a telltale sign they need to be
replaced. Cracks or splits are can slowly lead
to separation of gutter pieces, which will lead
to leaks. But not all cracks or splits are found
at the seams. In fact, some homes feature
seamless gutters, which also can crack or split.
Regardless of where they're found, cracks or
splits are a warning signs of fading gutters.

e Rust: Rust is rarely a good sign whether
you're looking at a vehicle or even garden
tools. Rust also is a bad sign in relation to
gutters. Gutters are painted, and not only

for aesthetic purposes. Paint on gutter also
serves to protect them from water. When paint
begins to flake, gutters will begin to rust and
may even produce noticeable rust flakes on
the ground below. Rust on gutters and rust
flakes beneath them are indicative of gutters

that isn’t happening, water can pool beneath
the foundation, leading to pooling water and
other water damage in basements and crawl
spaces.

Gutter replacement projects may not be

exciting, but new gutters can make a home
safer and prolong the life of a roof and other
features on a property.

that need to be replaced.

« Gutters pulling away from the home:
Gutters that appear to be pulling away from
the home is a sign that they need to be re-
placed. Gutters are fastened to a home during
installation, which ensures they can withstand
rain and water. Over time, those fasteners can
wear down, ultimately leading to gutters that
appear to be pulling away from the home.
Though gutters can be refastened, eventually
they will need to be replaced.

 Pooling water: Pooling water in a
gutter may just be a sign that gutters need
to be cleaned. However, pooling water on the
ground directly beneath gutters indicates
theyre not effectively directing water away
from the home.

« Water damage inside: A home’s interior
might not be the first place homeowners
look when inspecting for damaged gutters,
but a flooded basement or crawl space could
indicate a gutter problem. Gutters and down-
spouts are designed to direct water away from
a home when functioning properly. When

)
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Tips for winterizing exterior living areas

When the summer entertaining season
draws to a close, homeowners need to ensure
their outdoor living areas can handle weather
that’s right around the corner. Although
outdoor furniture and other items tend to be
durable, the impact snow, wind and ice can
have on them may lead to damage over time.
That is why many homeowners take steps to
winterize their outdoor spaces and protect
their belongings. Here’s a look at how to pre-
pare for the winter to come.

« Furniture: Cover or store furniture to
protect it from the elements. Covering it with
weather-proof covers can be adequate if stor-
ing items indoors is not possible.

¢ Deep clean: Items that will be cov-
ered or stored should be thoroughly cleaned
prior to being removed from spaces for the
season. Lingering dirt and moisture can cause
damage.

e Insulate and drain: Don’t risk damage
to pipes, which can freeze and crack in the
cold. Shut off the water supply to exterior
faucets and drain water lines to prevent pipes
from freezing and bursting. Use foam pipe
insulation to prevent freezing and cover any
exposed pipes.

¢ Apply mulch: After cleaning up garden
debris, think about applying mulch to garden
beds and cover tender plants to protect them
from the weather.

|4 |
Ly
-

7

e Check gutters: Be sure that gutters and
downspouts are clear of leaves and any addi-
tional debris. If gutters and downspouts are
not cleaned, ice dams may form on the roof
and cause water damage.

¢ Inspect and repair: Inspect walkways
and driveways for any damage and make re-
pairs now so water will not seep in and cause
further issues with freeze-thaw cycles. Consid-
er applying a sealant to protect surfaces from
snow and ice.

¢ Pools and spas: It's essential to follow
the industry or manufacturer recommenda-
tions for closing down swimming pools and
spas for the season. While covers may not be
essential in all climates, covering can help
prevent leaves and other debris from getting
in the water. Water should be expelled from
pipes and tubing to prevent freezing and
bursting. If space allows, consider moving the
pool pump indoors to prolong its longevity.
Turn off the electricity to the outlet where the
filter is plugged in.

There may be additional, region-spe-
cific steps to winterize a property, but these
pointers are a good starting point to protect
outdoor spaces.

i
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Signs it might be time for a room addition project

No one enjoys being in cramped quarters.

Whether a person battles a legitimate case of
claustrophobia when confined in tight spaces
or simply prefers a place to stretch out, there’s
no denying the appeal of a little extra room.
That’s particularly so at home, where cramped
spaces can make it hard to unwind.

When homeowners feel their walls are
closing in on them, many choose to build
space via a room addition. Room addition
projects are extensive and expensive under-
takings, with the home renovation experts
at Angi estimating the average add-on costs
$48,000. But Angi estimates such projects
can cost as much as $72,600, or even more
depending on the size of the space and the
features chosen.

The financial commitment when adding
a room is significant, but homeowners and
residents also will need to prepare for a
potentially lengthy disruption to their daily
routines. Various online resources, including
Angi, suggest room addition projects typically
take around three to four months. With so
much at stake, homeowners who think they
might benefit from a room addition can look
for various signs to help them determine if
such a project is right for them.

e Increasingly cluttered spaces: Cramped
quarters without much space for people are
perhaps the most notable sign that residents
can benefit from some additional space in a
home. Cluttered spaces suggest homeowners
may have run out of room for their stuff,and a
custom addition can provide that extra room
while contributing to a more calming ambi-
ance in common spaces that may no longer
be overwhelmed by papers, toys and other
items that can quickly take over a home that
lacks space.

¢ Lifestyle hurdles: Millions of homeown-
ers like to entertain friends and family, and
that’'s more manageable for some than it is
for others. If interior or exterior spaces do not
accommodate hosting, a room addition that
expands an existing kitchen or living room
might be the ideal renovation project.

¢ Functionally challenged: A home that
no longer has enough space to meet your
needs is another sign a room addition might
be in order. This very issue emerged for
millions of professionals during the COVID-19

pandemic and has remained a challenge
ever since. Indeed, an increase in days spent
working remotely has left many homeown-
ers grateful to work from home but desirous
of a designated remote work space. A room
addition to accommodate a home office can
be just what remote workers need to restore
fully functional status to their homes.

 Cost: While the sticker price of a home
addition may (or may not) raise an eyebrow,
the project is almost certain to prove more
cost-effective than moving. According to data
from the U.S. Census Bureau and the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, the average sale price of a home in the
United States reached $503,800 in January
2025. While that marked a roughly $16,000
decrease from a year earlier, it’s still a high
figure that many homeowners aren’t willing
to pay. A cost comparison detailing the price
to move versus the price to build an addition
may indicate that the latter option is a home-
owner’s best bet.

A room addition could be the perfect
renovation project for homeowners who need
more space but still prefer to stay put.

UE SHEDS FALL SALES EVE

Garden Shed

CLASSIC VALUE
SERIES
8'X10’ - $2995
10'X12' - $3995
10'X16' - $4695
12'X16’ - $4995
12'X20" - $5975

40 YEAR
WARRANTY
ON ALL
METAL ROOFS

Certified Amish Craftsmanship
The Most Trusted Name in Sheds

WARRANTY
ON ENTIRE
STRUCTURE,

M-F 10am-5pm ¢ Sat 9am-1pm ¢ Sunday by Appointment
VALUE SHEDS ¢ 269-921-0929 ¢ 4032 M-139 ST. JOSEPH, Ml

Another beautiful install by

FENCE MASTERS

Southwest Michigan’s premier fencing company
7526 Jericho Rd., Stevensville, Ml 49127 . 4 ?
(269) 209-9307 » fencemastersmi.com s t

Contact us today to schedule your FREE consultation
and estimate. We use only premium products that will
last the test of time, whatever your choice of material.
We look forward to working with you on your residential
or commercial project. We guarantee you will be
pleased with your FENCE MASTERS fence!
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SINCE 1942

CountyLineNurseries.net

"%, Why buy from a box store when you can select your trees
right where they’re grown? Come see a large variety of
trees, decorative shrubs, greenery and new industry leading
products. Located just 5 miles north of Hartford, load up
the family, choose your trees and plant some memories.
Call Mike at 269.621.4543 for an appointment

Special discount for veterans and seniors

DESIGN AND INSTALL LOCAL PLANT
MATERIALS GROWN AT OUR OWN NURSERY
outdoor spaces, paver walks, pergolas
large variety of locally grown trees
decorative shrubs and greenery
new industry leading products
irrigation systems

outdoor kitchens

Competitive pricing, cutting out the middleman.

: LINE .
o VURSERIES <%

P SINCE 1942
BANGOR, MI

CALL MIKE AT 269.621.4543

www.CountyLineNurseries.net

f
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Like us on Facebook.

Special discounts for Veterans and Seniors.
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Remedies for creaky floors

Hardwood floors are coveted features
in many homes. The National Wood Flooring
Association says wood floors are the most
environmentally friendly flooring options
available. In the United States, the hardwood
forests that provide flooring products are
growing twice as fast as they are being har-
vested. Furthermore, wood floors can last for
many generations and require fewer raw ma-
terials to produce than other flooring options.

That means less waste may end up in landfills.

Hardwood floors can endure for de-
cades in a home, but over time those same
floors may need some tender loving care
to keep them looking good and working as
they should. Squeaky floors are a common
nuisance that homeowners may experience.
Squeaking is often caused by movement and
friction between floorboards. Treating the
problem involves identifying the underlying
issue.

Loose hardware

Squeaky floors may be due to the loosen-
ing of the hardware holding the floor in place,
says The Home Depot. When nails or screws
no longer are secured tightly, the boards can
rub together. The noise heard is the sound
produced by rubbing. Tightening or replacing
the hardware can help reduce the squeaking.

Counter-snap kit method

This Old House says this kit method is a
great way to fix squeaks without damaging
the floor. Once the source of the squeak is
located, drill a 3/32-inch pilot hole through
the hardwood flooring. Then insert a screw
through the kit's depth-control fixture and
into the pilot hole,and drive it until it auto-
matically snaps off below the wood surface.
Follow this up by filling the hole with wood
putty that matches the floor color. Once the
putty is dry, lightly sand the area to blend.
Use a shim or shims

Sometimes the floor may squeak because
of a gap between the joists and the subfloor.
Filling the gap with a small piece of wood
called a shim can help alleviate the gap or
gaps.
Drive up screws

If a squeak is just in one spot, The Home
Depot says that you may be able to drive
short screws from below into the subfloor.
Small gaps

For small gaps between boards, sprin-
kle talcum powder or powdered graphite
between squeaky boards to reduce friction.
Wood filler applied with a putty knife also
may work. For larger gaps, use a liquid filler
designed for wood floors.

Homeowners also can visit their local
home improvement center for other hardware
solutions designed for underfloor repairs to
remedy squeaks. Many work from underneath
the floor and involve mounting plates or
brackets to sure up the floor.

Squeaky floors can be problematic, but
noises can be banished with some repair
work.
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Customes Satisfaction is ouz Jop Peiozity

- v | 3

STROUSE

WOODWORKS &

Custom CABINETRY. & FURNITURE

2227 PLazA Drive, BEnToN HARBOR, MI
269-926-9663
STROUSEWOODWORKS.COM

a landscape design that you
love and that fits your yard.

We offer the following services:
« Tree, Shrub, Flower and Lawn Installation
« Landscape Lighting - Water Features
« Patios and Outdoor Living Area,

Fire Pits, Outdoor Kitchens, Putting Greens
+ Retaining Walls

Call us today to schedule your
FREE initial consultation!

SECOND NATURE
GARDENS

269.429.0886

info@secondnaturegardens.net - www.secondnaturegardens.net

Inside the Boundary

il -

Pet Profile Edit

Elwood

Couch SmartShields™
L)

Flower Bed SmartShields™

itter Box SmartShields™
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Save $150

NEW Boundary Plus Smart™ System

Invisible Fence s

800-578-3647 | InvisibleFence.com

*Limited time offer. Valid on professionally installed Boundary Plus’ Outdoor Solution. Participating
Dealers Only. Restrictions may apply. Not valid with other discounts or previous purchases.
See your local Authorized Dealer for details. Expires: 10/31/2025
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Explaining the siding replacement process

The longer a person resides in a particu-
lar home, the greater the likelihood that vari-
ous components of that residence will need to
be replaced. Driveways, roofs, HVAC systems,
and even appliances all have expiration dates.

Although siding on a home can be quite
durable, there may be specific reasons why
homeowners choose to or need to replace it
at some point. Understanding what’s to come
of the job can help homeowners prepare. No
two siding jobs are exactly the same,and each
project will be dictated by a host of variables,
including which type of siding homeowners
choose. However, these general steps are com-
monplace during siding replacement projects.

¢ Choose siding: Homeowners are urged
to consult with various siding installation
companies about which products are available
and ask each for an estimate. Budget, climate
and other factors will narrow down siding ma-
terials. The Home Depot says popular siding
types include vinyl, wood, fiber cement, metal,
and stone. Siding can have almost any color or
texture as well.

* Remove and relocate: Outdoor items
close to the perimeter of the home will have
to be moved out of the way so workers can
access the siding. The job will require a dump-
ster to be dropped in front of the home or in
the driveway to collect debris, so homeowners
should be prepared to leave space for it.
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« Siding delivery: The new siding should
be delivered prior to the installation start day.
These materials will take up a lot of room and
space should be made available so the instal-

lation team can access them without difficulty.

e Interior decor: Siding installation will
include hammering, which can disrupt items
on interior walls. It is best to have all wall
hangings taken down to prevent damage.

¢ Old siding removal: On the first day
of installation, removal of the old siding will
happen first, according to Smart Exteriors.
Siding, insulation and trim will be removed.
In the event that older, asbestos-based siding
is on a home, contractors may safely remove
and discard it, or go over that type of siding.
Homeowners should inquire about this step
during the company vetting process.

¢ Home inspection: Once all old mate-
rial is gone, the exterior sheathing will be
inspected to ensure it is in good shape. Signs
of rot or loose boards will be considered and
repaired, if necessary.

« New siding install: First workers will
put on house wrap or some sort of insula-
tion/water barrier product. Afterwards, siding
boards are layered on in the design chosen.
Nails or screws are used to attach the siding
and seams will be caulked to prevent mois-
ture penetration. If the homeowner has cho-
sen to have gutters and downspouts installed

Siding replacement is a big job but one
that can offer immediate curb appeal once
completed. It typically is not a do-it-your-
self project since it requires specific skills to
ensure durability.

See Modern Roofing Construction on
page 4.

during the siding job, those will be fitted and
installed as well.

¢ Clean up: The installation team will
begin the process of thoroughly cleaning up
the property. All tools will be removed and
the property will be swept or blown to clean
away debris. Crews typically use powerful
magnets to grab stray nails and screws that
have fallen into the lawn and elsewhere. The
dumpster will be taken away shortly after the
work is completed.

SALE PRICING ON TORO

COMMERCIAL EQUIPMENT

MYRI

Model 77502

CLEAN-UP SALE IS ON/

TORO 50” TIMECUTTER® MAX

«23hp

AVAILABLE ON SELECT MODELS.

DE® ZERO TURN MOWER
+50” Fab Deck « MyRide Suspension

ony *4,599

ONLY

or payments as low as

$97/mo

at 0% for 60 mo with *Q down**

Lawn & Garden

Service after the sale.

SNOWBLOWER TUNE-UP

Now is the best time
to get your

* 0% APR for 48 mo to qualified buyers on TORO Commercial Equipment through Oct 31, 2025.
**Restrictions apply. There is a $150 promotional fee for this transaction. See dealer for complete details.

429-7500 « 3959 M-139, St. Joseph (at Scottdale) « MidCountyLawnGarden.com
September 20, 2025
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New vertical tile backsplash makes your room.
DIY a kitchen or bath in two days.
One day to set adhesive, one to grout.

Tough part? Selecting YOUR tile. So many colors.

And Spanish wall tile, named world’s best, makes
choosing just a bit more difficult. But you'll find yours.

FI 00 rArt Only at FloorArt.

Weekdays 9 to 5 Saturday 10 am to 3 pm
Take I-94 Exit 28, a mile North on M-139
269-925-2900 FloorArtWorld.com

TILE = CARPET = STONE = HARDWOOD
Be proud of your floor.

Page 15



RIFTWUD

PRI

AFFORDABLE CABINETRY &

LUXURY STONE SURFACES

| T

BENTON HARBOR, MI
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