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Moon describes GLAS Principal of the Year
award as a team honor

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

As Russellville Middle School
Principal, Dr. Monica Moon wears
many different hats.

When called by a Franklin Free
Press reporter Monday, Moon was
wearing her 'custodian hat' as she
mopped a floor on a day where the
school was short staffed on mainte-
nance staff. She put the mop down
briefly to share her reaction to being
named the Council for Leaders in
Alabama Schools (CLAS) District 7
North Principal of the Year last week.

Congratulations
RMS Prncipal

D%. Monica Moon

District 7N
Principal of
the Year

Since its formation in 1969, CLAS
has focused on children by providing

See ‘PRINCIPAL,” Page 4

New Beginnings Church celebrates
one year anniversary of its new
beginning’ in Russellville

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Pastor Zach Isom and the congre-
gation of New Beginnings Church of
Russellville recently celebrated the
one-year anniversary of the church,
the manifestation of a vision Isom
said the Lord put on his heart two
years ago.

Isom, an ordained minister in the
Church of God of Prophecy, knew
the denomination did not have a
presence in Russellville. Isom and
others in the movement began pray-
ing about starting new churches
when he said the Lord put
Russellville on his heart and tasked
him to replant the flag and reach
Russellville.

A man of action as well as devout
faith, Isom has been amazed at what

| RUSSELLVILLE

the Lord has done in a short time
with New Beginnings.

“It's truly been an amazing blessing,
not just for our people but even those
watching from a distance,” Isom
said. “When we started, the congre-
gation was 10 or so. Now, when
everyone is there, we're in the low
20s.

“But more than the numbers, we've
added some people since we first
launched who bought into the vision
and became part of the family. And
thats what we are at New
Beginnings—truly a family,” Isom
added.

There is meaning to the church hav-
ing been named New Beginnings
and it's reflected in its vision state-
ment: “We believe that God has
called our church to be an open door
in the community for those who are

See ‘NEW BEGINNINGS,’ Page 9
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@< Full Service Deli w/ Breakfast AltaGracia Pasillas, 88, of Russellville,

passed away Friday, Sept. 19, 2025. Visitation

& Lunch Plates will be held at Pinkard Funeral Home on Sat-

&< Ethanol-Free Gas urday, Sept. 27, from 10a.m.-2 p.m., with fu-
.( Hunting/Fishing Licenses neral service to follow at 2 p.m. Burial will be

e . . - at East Franklin Cemetery in Phil Campbell.
&< Fishing Supplies/ Live Bait v P
Evelyn Maelynn Gann, 89, of Phil Campbell,

14545 AL 187 @ :
. passed away Sept. 17, 2025. Pinkard Funeral
Intersection of AL 24 Home assisted the family with arrangements.

““\\\\3\\ Rayan Trapp, 95, of the East Franklin com-
munity, passed away Sept. 20, 2025. Visita-
Owner, Daniel Parrish tion will be held Tuesday, Sept. 23, at Akins
« Lawn Mowing & « Leaf Removal Fum?ral Home, from 1-2 p.m., |fvith funeral
Maintenance « Spring/Fall Clean-Ups service to follow at 2 p.m. Burial will be at

» Edging & Trimming * Bush & Shrub East Franklin Cemetery.

2 ertilizing & Weed Trimming
e . Pressur Was_l |

Patricia Ernesteen Hellums Armstrong, 91, of
Red Bay, passed away Sept. 22, 2025. Grave-
side service will be Tuesday, Sept. 23, at 11
a.m., at Hillcrest Memorial Gardens, Red Bay.
Deaton Funeral Home is assisting the family.

REWARD YOURSELF OR
SOMEONE YOU.
LOVE ' N

/‘ Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon
panels, letters to the editor and other
creative submissions to

franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Llcensed Massage Therapist LMT #1495 Creatlve Image Salon
/ Reiki Practltlon'“ ‘ 7129 Hwy 43 » Spruce Pine
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B our Rural Health Clinic.
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Back to the Bible
by Larsen Plyler:
Matthew 7:7-12

The standard of righteousness to which Jesus calls us in the
Sermon on the Mount is a high calling. How can | ever measure
up?

Jesus says that if we will ask, seek, and knock, we will find and
the door will be opened. Through a constant pursuit of God’s help,
we can be what Christ calls us to be.

Jesus illustrates. If my little boy asks me for some bread, I'm not
going to give him a rock am 1? If your children ask for fish, you're
not going to hand them a snake! Right?! Well, you and | are not
perfect parents. But, we still know how to give our children what is
good for them. How much more true is that about our Father in
heaven! He will always give good to those who ask Him. We could
summarize what Jesus calls us to by “the golden rule.” What we
want for ourselves, we should do for others.

Notice that following Jesus isn’t just a list of “don’ts” (though they
are there!) It is characterized by a life of doing.

Loving your neighbor as yourself. Notice Jesus does not say|
treat people the way they treated you. It does not depend on how
they treat us, but how we want to be treated. We should reflect the
way Jesus loved us (Jn. 13:34; Eph. 5:1-2). This was the basis of
all of the instructions about how to treat others in the Law and
Prophets (see Lev. 19:18; Rom. 13:8-10).

Lessons to Learn: When my prayer is for God’s will to shape my|
life, the answer is always yes. When we are asking, seeking, and
knocking to be more like what Jesus calls us to be, there is never
a “no” or a “not right now.” We are promised that prayer to be really
righteous always receives the right answer from our good Father
(see James 1:5, 16-17). We do not always get what we ask for.
But, if our sincere prayer is always, in all things, for God’s will to
be ultimately accomplished, then the answer is always yes.

Real righteousness is active. It is more than not causing trouble.
It is more than minding our own business. It is about considering
others in light of what we would want and need in that situation.
Sometimes that is generosity. Sometimes it is a word of encour-
agement. Sometimes it is a word of direction or correction.
Sometimes it is forgiveness (see Mt. 6:14-15). It's not just about
being “nice” but about doing for them what we’d want done for us.
We’'re thankful to share these considerations of God’s word.

It's best if you have a Bible close to evaluate what we say. We
want to go “back to the Bible” for all we teach.

Reach out with your questions, comments, or requests for per-
sonal Bible study at backtothebiblepodcast.com or at info@back-
tothebiblepodcast.com.

A SUNDAY 8:30 AM

baocktothehbiblepodcost.com




Russellwlle Mayor Dawd Grissom, right, and MS Industries COO
John Christmas at the company’s Walnut Gate Road plant in
Russellville.

‘PRINCIPAL,’ from Page 1

administrators with the professional learning and resources needed to ad-
vance public education in Alabama.

In only her second year as RMS Principal, Moon reflected on the tremen-
dous support she receives daily from her fellow administrators, faculty and
staff.

“There were so many more deserving of this award who go unrecognized,”
Moon said. “This award is not about me. This staff takes care of each other.
And there were so many leaders before me who laid the groundwork for suc-
cess at Russellville Middle School.”

Moon became RMS Principal after serving as the school's Assistant Princi-
pal starting in 2021. Principal Tony Bonds' resignation in the summer of 2024
led to Moon's promotion.

Moon's tenure with Russellville City Schools began when she was hired by
former West Elementary School Principal Ramona Robinson. After nine years
as a WES teacher, Moon was hired as the system's Instructional Technology
Facilitator in 2014, a position she held for three years.

“They taught me a lot as well as those at the Central Office who see value
in the ones coming behind them, keeping a level of excellence. It's never
been or will it ever be a team of just one,” Moon said. “And at the end of the
day, it's the teachers who make the educational experience an excellent one
for our students.”

It was Robinson who first saw Moon's potential as an administrator. And
Robinson shared that with Moon after her formal evaluation one year.

“She saw a lot of leadership ability within me. | was already working on my
Masters at the time, so the timing just wasn't right,” Moon said.

Moon went on to earn her Masters Degree in Elementary Education from
the University of North Alabama, her Education Specialist Degree in in Edu-
cational Administration and Supervision from Delta State in 2014, her Instruc-
tional Leadership Certification from UNA in 2015 and her Doctor of Education
(EdD) in Rural Education: Organizational Change and Leadership in 2020
from the University of West Alabama.

She was now ready for a leadership position whenever God felt in His heart
to bless her with one. That opportunity came in 2017 when the WES Assistant
Principal job came open.

Dr. Tim Guinn recommended Moon as RMS Principal and the RCS Board
of Education officially hired her in the summer of 2024, a move already paying
dividends for the system.

“We are incredibly proud of Dr. Monica Moon for being named CLAS District
7's Principal of the Year. This recognition is a testament to her unwavering
dedication, leadership and positive impact she has made on the students,
staff and the Russellville City Schools community,” Guinn said. “Dr. Moon's
hard work and commitment to excellence sets a standard for all of us and we
are fortunate to have such an outstanding leader in our district.”

It's a true team effort at Russellville Middle School, though, and that's some-
thing not always seen in today's competitive world.

“Everyone here is so supportive to one another and genuinely want others
to be successful and that's sometimes rare,” Moon said. “Everyone has been
so supportive since | started. And that brings value to our whole system when
everyone is driven to push each other to succeed.”
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MS Industries Il resumes production with big plans for growth,
Smith says

1]

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

After navigating through financial uncertainty and a multi-million
dollar lawsuit, MS Industries Il is once again in production at its fa-
cility located on Walnut Gate Road in Russellville.

MS Industries Il COO John Christmas took Russellville Mayor
David Grissom on a tour of the facility last week and gave a status
report on his company, which relocated at the former Vulcan Mate-
rials site in 2016.

The company produces a variety of industrial silica and other
minerals and Smith the resumed operations at the Russellville lo-
cation are producing 38 tons of a proprietary silica quartz product
that exclusively is shipped to two customers.

Smith said the monthly production of 38 tons is just a fraction of
what he expects to grow to more than 1,000,000 tons each year.
Smith said there are 12 employees at the MS Industries Il Russell-
ville facility, again with plans to expand that number significantly.

“It's good news to see they have resumed operations at their
Russellville facility and we hope they see tremendous growth and
success, which will also benefit our city,” Grissom said.

The silica is shipped from Russellville in three ways: truck, vessel
and rail. Smith paid for the installation of a railroad spur connecting
to the Norfolk-Southern rail line when his company purchased the

See ‘MS INDUSTRIES,’ Page 9
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The New God
by Ann Hill

The new god of technology
Is worshiped across our land.
You don't have to bow a knee,

You just hold it in your hand.

We often see heads bowed
In parking lots outdoors,
Or in churches, schools and
stadiums,

And even in the stores.

Just walk down an aisle at Wal-Mart
And hope you won't collide
With someone who is texting
And can't wait till they get outside.

Now, this poem may bring a chuckle.

You know that it's so true.
But it's not a funny thing
When this gets a hold on you.

It can take your time and affection
Away from family and friends,
And link you with strange spirits,
And addictions that won't end.

Let's use technology wisely,
And don't let it get control
Of our time and our affections,
And even affect our soul.

Pilgrim’s Is Hiring !

Be Part of Feeding America!

Production wages from $17.50/hr up to $20.25/hr, with

incentive. (Additional $2/hr for Third Shift Differential)

Apply in person at our 2045 Hwy 44, Russellville,

or Apply online at pilgrimsusa.com!

Benefits include: Medical, Dental & Vision Insurance,
Advancement opportunities, 401K Retirement,

,1" Paid Holidaysand Vacations.

Pilgrims

_/
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throughout Russellvillie
and Franklin County!

We are offering the fastest
internet speeds in Alabama
and superior HD phone
services at affordable prices.

Ready to sign up?

For updates on news
and sports, visit us
online at
franklinfreepress.net!

www.freedomfiber.com
205-921-6712

PUBLIC NOTICE

RUSSELLVILLE HOUSING
AUTHORITY SECTION 8
(HCV PROGRAM) IS NOW
ACCEPTING PREAPPLICATIONS
FOR A WAITING LIST.

COME IN THE OFFICE
MON, DEC 2, 2024 THROUGH MON, JAN 6, 2025

FROM 7 A.M . UNTIL 4 PM

TO DO A PRE-APPLICATION.
MESSAGES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.

256-332-1561 Russellville

7/ Flippen. St Housing Authority
& Russellville Incorporated & &

Pest Solutions

Pest & Mosqurro
Control

256-332-4008

he Foster Grandparent Program is seekrng vqunteers ages 55 and

older to help tutor and mentor children in day care, head start and
schools. Volunteers will receive a tax-free stipend and travel reimbursement.
We have openings for several schools for the coming school year. Please call
256-332-6800 for an application.

shaKiran serves victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and

human trafficking across Alabama. Their vision is to be a ‘ray of
hope’ by bridging the gap between service providers and culturally diverse
communities. Their 24-hour crisis line number is 1-800-793-3010. Learn more
about AshaKiran by visiting www.ashakiranonline.org. Consultations are free
and confidential, and available in 45 different languages.

N orthwest Regional Library is proud to announce audiobooks are

now available through our Books-By-Mail program. This program
is completely free to those that are medically homebound, live more than 10
miles from a town with a public library, or require large print or audiobooks only.
Must be a resident of Marion, Franklin, or Lamar counties. Contact us today at
205-487-2330 or visit our website at northwestregional.net to find out more
information about the program! We are accepting donations of new or gently
used CD audiobooks. Donations can be dropped off at any member library.
Contact us for more information.

he Cowboy Church of Franklin County will host a Trunk ‘R Treat on

October 31, 2025, starting at 5 p.m. There will be candy-filled dec-
orated trunks and fun for all ages! Church is located at 25100 Highway 24,
Russellville. For more information, call Michelle at 256-668-2344.

he Cowboy Church of Franklin County invites you to a Judgment

House Experience Chili Cook-Off, Saturday, October 25th, at the
church, located at 25100 Hwy. 24, Russellville. Bring your best chili, if you
dare! Chili drop-off by 4 p.m. Judging begins at 4:30 p.m. ‘Judgment House:
The Last Ride, a hayride drama experience will begin immediately following the
Chili Cook-Off. Free admission. Family-friendly Western-themed fun with a
powerful message of eternity. For more information, call Jean at 256-275-0730.

ou're invited to the Littleville Festival Car Show, sponsored byWhy

Knot Show ‘Em Off, Saturday, October 4th, 8am-12pm at the
Littleville Community Center, 1400 Old Jackson Highway. Everyone welcome.
Cars, trucks, bikes and RatRods. There will be trophies and door prizes, 50/50
drawing. $20 registration paid the day of show for entries. More info? Call 256-
668-2585

here will be a Car Show as part of the Leighton Fire Department’s

2nd annual Fall Festival, Saturday, Oct. 25th, 4-8 p.m., 2225
Railroad Street, Leighton. Sponsored by Why Knot Show ‘Em Off. Free to
spectate. $20 registration paid day of show in person. Cars, trucks, bikes &
RatRods. Trophies, door prizes, 50/50 drawing. Call 256-668-2585 for more

PREDATOR
52 PEST CONTROL

“The Insect Predator”

Eddie Deaton
(256) 627-1996

50 Years Combined Experience

Toll Free 1-888-832-5405

(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055

Send your guest columns, letters to
the editor, cartoon panels, poems, and
other creative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com
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GENERAL NOTICE ANNOUNCEMENT
Bu ! E up’ CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE
= PATROL OFFICER — POLICE DEPARTMENT

I‘t Could Save DEFINITION OF JOB: Patrols a designated sector of the city of

Russellville and responds to complaints. Serves warrants and

s ' subpoenas and testifies in court. Provides traffic control assis-
Our l e- , tance. Performs dispatching duties. Performs other police re-
4

lated duties as required.

e REQUIRED KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ABILITIES:
frankli nsheriff_org \ A Knowledge of: the city buildings and street system of Russell-
- 7 | ville; city, state and federal laws; court procedures; department

(2 56) 332'88 1 1 - ] rules, regulations and procedures; maintenance and use of

weapons; radio codes, surveillance equipment and legal proce-

dures involved with illegal drug cases.

Ability to: operate a motor vehicle; read; safely fire a weapon;
communicate on telephone and radio; generate written doc-
uments such as reports and tickets; bend, crouch; stretch;

stretch; walk; run; respond to emergency situations on short
notice; and do the essential functions of the job as directed in
this description.

Willingness to: work overtime, irregular hours, weekends and

holidays; travel and attend seminars and workshops.

QUALIFICATIONS and SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS:
Possession of a high school diploma or GED
Minimum of 21 years of age
Must meet or exceed the minimum requirements established by
the State of Alabama Peace Officers Standards and Training

Commission
.. R L-TSS E LL "k'FIL I_. E Possession of a valid Alabama Drivers License
.. HOSPITAL Possess the ability to obtain an Alabama Police

Academy diploma or its equivalent

The Sleap Clinic at Russallville Hospital provides
complete sleep health management including sleep studies,  THE CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EM-

diagnosis and treatment of sleep disorders PLOYER. ALL QUALIFIED APPLICANTS WILL RECEIVE CON-
SIDERATION WITHOUT REGARD TO RACE, RELIGION, COLOR,
Our sleen experts are here to help you take contral SEX, NATIONAL ORIGIN, POLITICAL AFFILIATION, DISABILITY,

OR ANY OTHER NON-MERIT FACTOR. THE CITY OF RUSSELL-
VILLE ENCOURAGES APPLICATIONS FOR POSITIONS IN ALL
PROTECTIVE SERVICE DEPARTMENTS FROM WOMEN IN AN

of your sleap heallh. Maost insurance companies do not
recquire a rEfﬂ'Fﬂ| to meet with one of our baard

certified sleep physicians. ATTEMPT TO INCREASE THEIR REPRESENTATION IS PROTEC-
'X TIVE SERVICE DEPARTMENTS.
* K Pay Range is from $44,865.60 — 69,160.00.
H Applications and copies of the Job Descriptions may be ob-

tained at the Russellville City Hall, Office of the Mayor, 304
North Jackson Avenue. Applications submitted to the Russell-
- ] » ville Civil Service Board less than one year ago remain active.
'{*’Lﬁ' 'ﬂ M - ?ﬁfm‘fffﬁ- Those individuals need not reapply in order to receive consid-

Lur experignce and knowledgeable physicans provide exper eration for this appointment. Applications must be returned by
adwice for & mudiibede of sleep-relaed disoeders. ncluding U.S. Mail to:

Insomraa, sleep apnea, restless leg syndrome, Snorng, exces-
sive daytime sleapinass, hypenansion, pencdic limb movamant The Russellville Civil Service Board
syndrome (FLMS), sleepwalking and pediatric sleep problams. P. O. Box 308

Russellville, AL 35653
The appointees will be required to successfully complete a

physical examination including drug and alcohol screening
prior to employment.

www.russellvillehospital.com
15225 Hwy 43, Russellville, AL (256) 332-1611
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seeking a new beginning in their lives. A new beginning that starts with an encounter with Jesus
and leads to a daily relationship with the King of Kings. We are committed to being a place for all to
come to Know Jesus, Experience Transformation and Find Purpose.”

At New Beginnings’ one year anniversary service on September 7th, the church celebrated the
special day by taking in several new members and approve some incoming member transfer
requests. Church of God of Prophecy District leader Bishop Mark Williams was the guest minister
and delivered a timely message on winning the spiritual battles.

After holding its initial services in the Russellville Recreation Center twice monthly, Isom said the
church was invited to hold services at WMTY television’s Russellville studio on Highway 24 West.

“Keith Nichols was the one who encouraged us to come to the TV station and hold services there,”
Isom said. “But we all were sensing we wanted a place that would be home for New Beginnings.
We started looking, praying and checking locations around the city. In May, we signed an agreement
to relocate to our new church home in the Franklin Shopping Center.”

For Isom, it's not about growth in congregation size. It's about spiritual growth.

“There are churches with thousands of members but that doesn’t make them a healthy church.
True health is found in the midst of each individual who attends that church. During the week, when
they are out in their community as a true reflection of Jesus Christ. That's what | want to see,” Isom
said.

“We are in a unique opportunity to build a strong foundation without any rush, where can truly pour /
into our people there now, build them up and become a healthy church in the process,” he added. New Beginnings Church Pastor Zach Isom

The task of starting a new church in Russellville, where so many churches are established already, with his wife Ashanti
is daunting. He first credits the Lord for the past year, but also knows there are other important rea-
sons he’s been able to balance the challenge of a full-time secular as a
Shift Coach at Essity Tissue Plant, his pastor duties and his recent suc-
cessful campaign to serve on the Hackleburg City Council. And her name

. i his wife. °
Is“ﬁzgiglr’sh@ig seees the other side of the pastor not everyone else sees. Sh 0 als Prt m ary Ca re

She’s the one often giving me advice. Wives of pastors can get overlooked.
Without her by my side, none of this would be possible,” Isom said.

The couple has two sons, Bentley and Kamden, and a daughter, Ka- Welcomes
layha.

New Beginnings has a weekly Sunday morning service at 11 a.m., and
it recently launched a Wednesday night Bible study at 6 p.m. Melissa Rob-

erts serves as Associate Pastor and the children’s ministry is run by Kate- D Z
lyn Frazier and Ashanti. rO aman

The church is located at 14001 Highway 43, Suite 4, in the Franklin

Shopping Center.
For more information on New Beginnings Church of Russellville, visit the a
church Facebook page or contact Isom at 256-324-8332.

to the practice

‘MS INDUSTRIES’ from Page 4 in Sheffield

site. Presently, the company is using truck transport exclusively, but
he said that will change as production grows.
“We paid for installation of a rail spur and rail switch that will allow

immediate on-site shipping from our Russellville facility,” Smith said. Board certified in Internal Medicine,

“There are a lot of things coming for us and this is going to be big for . . 0 0
e o 95 coming SIS EREPE ™ Dr. Shah is an exceptional physician and
Smith said his company’s contract with the two customers has a a ClOSC famlly member Of Dl’. Syed.

confidentiality agreement and, as the product is a proprietary blend,

he did not indicate what the specific silica quartz product is used for. He will be continuing Dr. Syed,S legacy
The company has the capability to produce a range of products,

from micro proppants used in fracking to glass and roofing products, of excellent and compassionate patient

concrete additives, sports facilities and even some cosmetics. care Wlth Shoals Primary Care.
Resumed operations represent progress for a company which has

faced its share of obstacles over the past nine years. Those include

a multi-million dollar lawsuit filed by Arkansas businessman and Monday_ThurSday 8am - 5pm

former MSI investor Steven Booth. Walk-ins are Welcome
Court records show the case was dismissed last year with prej-

udice, meaning it may not be refilled. Smith said the case, which MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED

also included a counterclaim against Booth, was settled under a MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

strict confidentiality agreement and he did not elaborate on its terms.
0 342 Cox Boulevard

Regardless of its terms, resolution of that lawsuit and other legal
actions have cleared the way for Smith’s company to finally move
SHOALS v
256-383-4473
PRIMARY CARE

forward mining and producing high-grade silica products in what he
describes will be an ‘ever-growing operation’ at the 58-acre Russell-
ville facility.

To learn more about MS Industries Il and its operations in Russell-
ville, visit www.msind.com.

shoalsprimarycarellc.com
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Now! 1-833- Moves with home, backed $1600 Off for rial steel from
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Inogen guarantee time! Call Roofs! Three
Multi-Family We Buy Portable and lifetime today! styles and
Yard Sale. Houses for Oxygen transferrable Financing multiple col-
Fri/Sat Sept. Cash AS IS! Concentrator warranty. Call available. Call ors available.
26/27. 7am- No repairs. s. FREE infor- today 1-833- Safe Step 1- Guaranteed
until. 2363 No fuss. Any mation Kit. 683-2005 to 844-871-6175 to last a life-
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readers each of water can FOR SALE ages today Information nationwide
week! Run lead to major with a Kit with all coverage as
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paper) or call value! If you can save! 1- Call 1-877- custom bath starting at
1-800-264- have water in  833-641-6672 323-5516 or shower in just
7043 to find your home today to as little as $20/month.
out how easy that needs to NEED NEW schedule a one day. For For more
it is to adver- be dried, Call FLOORING? free quote. a limited time, information,
tise 24/7: 1-833- Call today to It’s not just a waiving ALL call 1-844-
statewide! 8791371 schedule a generator. It’s installation 358-5270
Have zip code FREE in- a power costs!
BEAUTIFUL of service home esti- move. (Additional
BATH location mate on terms apply.
UPDATES in ready when Carpeting & Safe Step. Subject to
as little as you call! Flooring. Call North change and
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AUTOMOTIVE
Donate your
GOT AN car, truck,
UNWANTED boat, RV and
CAR??? more to sup-
DONATE IT port our vet-
TO PATRIOT- erans!
IC HEARTS. Schedule a
Fast free pick FAST, FREE
up. Patriotic vehicle pick-
Hearts’ pro- up and
grams help receive a top
veterans find tax deduc-
work or start tion! Call

their own Veteran Car

business. Call Donations at
24/7: 1-833- 1-877-724-
426-0193 3049 today!

Down Payments As Low As

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday from 10am-1pm.
Set up at intersection of AL 24 and Hwy. 77.
For more information, call 256-668-3893.

Purple Hull Peas, Butter Beans, other FRESH vegetables for sale.

$800° 10 $2,200°

*According to inventory and any prior history with this dealership.

2506 Woodward Ave + Muscle Shoals
256.383.7979 » 256.710.3711

KARLRAGAN 236.332.9064

Trimming ¢ Topping * Removal
Bucket Work ¢ Stump Grinding




Reed Garage Door Co.

Sales, Service, Installation.
256-577-7767
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SPORTS

Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

Local cross country teams competed in a
couple of different cross country meets on
Saturday, September 20.

Belgreen and Vina participated in the
Warriors Invitational, hosted by Wilson High
School, in Florence, while Russellville raced
in the Aggies XC Invite at Hamilton High
School.

For Belgreen, senior Briseyda Luna was
the top girls finisher in the 5k race, coming in
19th place with a time of 24:08.80. Elizabeth
Motes finished in 32nd (26:18.27), Lilibeth
Cruz finished 61st (30:55.11), and Lidseidy
Donagustin came in 77th (35:52.82).

Belgreen’s boys had four compete in the
5k, as well. Miguel Perez (20:26.92) and
Jose Gabriel Estrada (20:31.14) finished
38th and 39th, respectively, while Skylar
Hardy and Aaron Rubido ended their races
with times of 23:48.54 and 24:30.40 to finish
97th and 104th.

The Bulldogs had one competitor in the
boys two mile race; that was Casein James,
who came in 57th with a time of 17:29.26.

Vina High School had several girls race in
the two mile in Florence. Kylie Cochran was

See, ‘CROSS COUNTRY, Page 13
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Red Bay’s hopes for region titie huoyed hy
34-21win over region foe Lexington

Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

The Red Bay High School varsity football team picked up a crucial 34-21 win over
Lexington on Friday night in what could prove to be the de facto Class 2A Region 8 champi-
onship game when everything is said and done this season. Improving to 3-1 overall and 3-
0 in region play with the win, the Tigers massively bolstered their region resume while simul-
taneously surpassing their win total from 2024.

“We’'re just really clicking right now on offense, and we’re getting better each week. The run
game, the passing game, up front—we’ve gotten better each week on that side of the ball,”
first-year Red Bay head coach Tyler Jeffreys told the Franklin Free Press. “Defensively, we're
more physical than we were when we started this season.

“We still make some mental mistakes that hurt us, but we were able to overcome that Friday
night,” he added. “It was a really big win, and I'm really proud of those guys.”

The two teams traded scores to start the contest with Red Bay’s first touchdown coming by
way of Jaxon Vinson. The senior running back finished the game with over 120 yards rushing
on 28 carries and four receptions for 87 yards.

The Tigers and the Bears swapped two more touchdowns each before halftime. Red Bay’s
third score, which made it 21-20, Lexington, came with under a minute to go before the break.

After the intermission, the hosts were able to march down the field and score to take their
first lead of the game, 26-21. The Tigers would add a final touchdown in the fourth quarter to
make it 34-21 after the successful two-point conversion.

“The offense stepped up big the whole game,” Jeffreys said. “Except twice, every time we
touched the ball we scored and that was huge.”

In addition to Vinson’s stellar night, senior quarterback Jeremiah Thorne ended the game
with 223 yards on 14 completions and sophomore wideout Davien Colburn finished with 121

See, ‘RED BAY,’ Page 12

Golden Tigers dominate at Ardmore, Stay
perfect in region heading into bye week

Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

It was all Russellville near the Alabama-Tennessee state line on Friday night as the Golden
Tiger football team defeated the hosting Ardmore Tigers 42-7 to improve 3-2 overall and
remain perfect in Class 5A Region 7 play at 3-0.

“Aroad game, a region game, I'm happy to get the win, for sure. | thought our kids came in
focused and ready to play,” second-year Russellville head coach Dustin Goodwin told the
Franklin Free Press postgame. “We did a good job offensively moving the ball down the field
and finishing drives, and defensively did a good job of holding them to seven points.”

Russellville was impressive in the rout of region foe Ardmore (2-3, 0-3), scoring touchdowns
on explosive plays on offensive and keeping the Tigers penned in on defense. Sophomore
quarterback Whit Goodwin, who threw for just 14 yards in the previous game against East
Limestone, had a monster game against Ardmore, tossing it around the yard for well over 300
yards. He ended his night with four passing touchdowns to three different receivers. Goodwin
also made some excellent plays with his legs to extend drives, move the chains, and pick up
positive yardage when he didn’t have open receivers.

The head coach of the Golden Tigers said his game plan was to get the ball out to his play-
makers on the perimeter and run off-tackle and use his team’s speed to make Ardmore,
which is known for having big players—boy, do they!-—chase them and keep them running.
It's a simple concept but one that paid big dividends for Russellville Friday night.

“I think our coaches did a good job of putting (the game plan) together. We were able to get
the ball out on the perimeter and stalk block and get on the edges,” Goodwin said. “All in all,
| thought we did a good job all around in those areas.”

See, ‘GOLDEN TIGERS,’ Page 12
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receiving.

Meanwhile, on the defensive side of the ball, the Tigers pitched a shutout in the second
half. Lexington threatened to score just once in the final 24 minutes, but on that drive the
Red Bay defense was ultimately able to force a fumble and keep the Bears out of the
endzone.

“We made some adjustments at halftime to stop those guys. Without that, | don’t think
we win that game,” Jeffreys said.

The big region win over Lexington puts Red Bay in the driver’s seat with three region
games to play. The Tigers’ remaining region schedule has them hosting Tharptown on
October 10 before traveling to Decatur Heritage the following Friday and then Tanner in
the penultimate week of the regular season. The combined record for Tharptown, Decatur
Heritage, and Tanner this season is currently 2-11.

“You can’t say that we’re the region champs just yet, but we’ve put ourselves in an op-
portunity to do that,” Jeffreys told the FFP. “That’s a huge step forward for this team. That’s
a huge step for this program.”

Red Bay’s next game will be at home against state-line rival Belmont (MS) on Friday,
September 26.

Red Bay senior Jaxon Vinson. (Photo by

Caleb Ramey)

‘GOLDEN TIGERS,’ from Page 11

Russellville, after a turnover-on-downs on its first offensive possession, scored on its second drive of the game to open the scoring. Junior
running back Tarus Davis scampered for an 11-yard touchdown, his fourth of the campaign, to make it 7-0 with 5:41 to go in the first quarter.

The next four touchdowns for Russellville were all through the air. The quarterback Goodwin found senior receiver Ben Pounders for his first
touchdown pass of the evening—a 40-yard pitch-and-catch as time expired in the first quarter to make it 14-0 to the visitors. It was Pounders’
first touchdown reception of the season, but it wouldn’t be his last of the evening; Pounders scored again early in the fourth quarter on a 56-
yard touchdown reception to make it 35-0, Russellville.

Less than five minutes into the second quarter, RHS scored its third touchdown of the night when Goodwin, rolling out to his left, found
senior Bryson Cooper striding wide open down the Russellville sideline and hit him for a 65-yard touchdown. Then, on the Golden Tigers’ first
possession after halftime, Goodwin connected with senior Connor Devaney on a 15-yard touchdown strike to extend Russellville’s lead to 28
points.

“We wanted to spread the ball around. Playing in an offense like this, that’s the goal,” Goodwin, who earned his 10th win in charge of the
Golden Tigers Friday night, said. “Really fortunate and happy that we were able to spread it around and throw and catch and protect well. Just
all the way around, | thought we had a nice night.”

On the other side of the ball—the defensive side—the Golden Tigers had another strong showing. RHS recorded multiple sacks, at least two
of which were made by junior defensive lineman Patrick Johnson, and did not give up any explosive plays. Russellville came into the game
with the 13th best scoring defense in Class 5A and almost certainly moved up in those rankings after allowing just seven points to the hosts.
Ardmore avoided the shutout with a touchdown run by junior running back Javean Riddle early in the fourth quarter to make it 35-7 with 9:26
to go.

Goodwin said he knew his defensive players would be disappointed in giving up the shutout but was proud of their performance.

Anyhow, Russellville’s defense quickly made up for the Ardmore touchdown by scoring one of its own.

The Golden Tiger defense capped the scoring with less than two minutes to play when Ardmore backup quarterback Kaden Larsen was in-
tercepted by sophomore defensive back Darron Jones, who returned the interception 55 yards for a touchdown. It was Jones’ fourth interception
of the season, his second pick-six in as many games, and it gave his team the final 42-7 advantage.

With three region wins in their pocket, the Golden Tigers head into a bye week before facing off against No. 4-ranked Fairview on October
3. The blowout victory over Ardmore will certainly be a boost for RHS as it heads into the off week and begins to prepare for a showdown
which, if scenarios play out like many expect, could serve as the de facto region title game.

“You never know if it’'s going to be the region championship game or not. At the time (of the Russellville-Fairview meeting) last year it turned
out that way—and it could play out the same this year. But we try to think about being 0-0 every week and trying to find a way to get to the
end of the week 1-0,” Goodwin said. “It doesn’t matter who we’re playing, we’re always going to be focused on the one we’re preparing for
and not the two or three down the road. That’s sort of the mindset we try to take, and so far we’ve been able to do that in region play.

“It's good to get another region win (Friday night). I'm proud of the guys, proud of the coaches, and looking forward to working on us next
week,” he added.

WEEK 5 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
Belgreen (3-1) @ Cherokee Russellville (3-2) — BYE WEEK

Phil Campbell (1-3) vs. Hackleburg Tharptown (0-4) vs. Vina (0-4)

Red Bay (3-1) vs. Belmont
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was the Lady Red Devils’ top finisher at that distance, coming in 57th e Fo
with a time of 19:43.94. Bella Creekmore (20:18.02; 64th), Kinsley §& ' ;

Newton (21:06.19; 71st), Maralynn Peterson (21:26.98; 73rd), and Ce- s
cilia Rowbottom (22:38.35; 74th) also ran in the two mile race for VHS.
Samantha Elders was the lone runner for Vina in the girls’ 5k. She
came in 73rd with a mark of 34:34.57.

At the Aggies XC Invite, Russellville had many competitors take part
in the meet. In the girls’ 5k race, the Lady Golden Tigers had three fin-
ish in the top 10: Heidy Jacobo took fourth place with a time of
22:34.71, Hannah Waldrep finished seventh at 24:19.59, and Maria
Felix ended in 10th place with a time of 24:21.70.

In the boys’ 5k, Russellville’s Pascual Felipe and Cesar Felipe fin-
ished in sixth and seventh place, respectively. They were the two top
10 finishers for the Golden Tigers. Six others finished in the top 25.
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Just call 256-668-3445, or
256-436-9818. We will pick up your
old appliances free anywhere in
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WHlT GUDDW'N The Franklin County Commission is accepting

IIIIIII applications for the following position(s):
FRANKLIN FREE PRESS Property Clerk, Revenue Commission Office

A ’ H L E ’ E Deputy, Sheriff’s Office
Of Courthouse Security, Sheriff’s Office

Corrections Officer/Dispatcher, Jail

SEPTEMBER 15-20, 2025 Applications will be accepted in the Franklin County
7—-\ Commission office until positions are filled.
“@ EyeCare
Professionals

An application and job description may be picked up, faxed
or emailed upon request from
the Franklin County Commission Office, located at 405 N
Jackson Avenue, Monday — Friday, 8:00
AM to 5:00 PM, by calling (256) 332-8850 or applications are
available at www.franklincountyal.org
under the Careers tab.

Russellville « Moulton * Red Bay

“® Comprehensive Eye Exams .\ e
for Adults & Children "

“®> Contacts & Glasses

“® Eye Injuries & Emergencies

not discriminate on the basis
of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age or

“® Designer & Safety Frames, Sunglassg Franklin County is an equal opportunity employer and does
Mon.-Fri.
8a.m.-5p.m.
disability in the employment or provision of services.

eyecareprofessionalspc.com
15255 Hwy 43 * Russellville * 256.332.5440
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Varsity volleyball roundup: Russellville sets new program
record, Red Bay celebrates semors durmg packed week

Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

Below is a breakdown of all the local varsity volleyball action that took
place September 15-20:

Belgreen opened the week with an area match against the Mars Hill
Lady Panthers on Monday, September 15. The Lady Bulldogs came
up just short in that match, falling 3-2 (25-23, 13-25, 25-20, 12-25, 11-
15). Carson Hovater had 12 kills, Lilliana Willingham had 11 kills and
15 digs, Bryn Scott recorded 36 digs, and Alayna Tate had 30 assists
and 10 digs in the loss.

BHS suffered a second area defeat again on Tuesday in a 3-1 (25-
20, 15-25, 18-25, 16-25) final against Covenant Christian. Hovator
recorded 11 kills and five digs, Willingham had four kills and 15 digs,
Tate made 16 assists and 10 digs, Scott made 17 digs, and Randi SO 7, b -
Terry had nine kills and nine digs for the match. Left to right: Red Bay seniors Anna Kate Burks Haldyn

On Thursday, the Lady Bulldogs played a tri-match at Colbert Emerson, and Kyla Blackburn (COURTESY PHOTO)

Heights against the hosting Lady Wildcats and Waterloo. Belgreen
beat Colbert Heights 2-1 (23-25, 27-25, 18-16) and downed Waterloo 2-0 (25-6, 25-23) to improve its record to 12-10 overall this campaign.
In the final two matches of the week, Hovater had 19 kills, Tate recorded 35 assists, and Scott had 29 digs.

Belgreen’s varsity volleyball team will play its next match against Colbert Heights on Monday, September 22.

See ‘VOLLEYBALL,’ Page 15

' John Almirol, M.D./l&

Internal Medicine /AN

“Over 22 Years Caring |
for Franklin County.”

( L Mon-Thur: 8:30—5:(30 Dr Kelly S 4/—/

YRR Enee) Friday: 8:30-12:00 U t c

Medicare, Medicaid, Viva, BCBS, Humana, rgen are
Walk-In visits available.

Specializing in preventing, diagnosing We are available to screen

and treating a wide variety of diseases
and health issues affecting adults. and test for COVID-19.

Accepting new patients |
256.331.1900 '

S = Y T . < o Serving your family for more than 30 years.
Next to Russellville Hospital JE el -MaC e El RN C o RO (=)

and United Healthcare insurances accepted.

Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. 1-5
13150 Hwy. 43, Suite 10, Russellville

256-331-2092.
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Phil Campbell began the week with home matches against Colbert
County and Hackleburg on Tuesday, September 16. The Lady Bobcats
improved to 2-2 in their area with a 3-1 (25-8, 24-26, 25-14, 25-16) vic-
tory over the Indians. PCHS fell to Hackleburg 2-0 (11-25, 24-26).

Thursday night, the Lady Bobcats traveled to Hamilton to face the "
Lady Aggies and Cordova. Phil Campbell lost both matches 2-0; against |
Hamilton 15-25, 20-25 and versus Cordova 14-25, 15-25.

Phil Campbell’s next matches will be played on Tuesday, September
23, at East Lawrence. PCHS will play a tri-match against ELHS and
Covenant Christian.

Red Bay started its week on Tuesday with a tri-match against Russell-
ville and Haleyville. The Lady Tigers lost both, falling to Haleyville 2-0
and to Russellville 2-0 (17-25, 17-25).

On Thursday, Red Bay hosted Class 1A Hackleburg for Senior Night
where it honored its three seniors Anna Kate Burks, Kyla Blackburn, and
Haidyn Emerson. RBHS fell in that contest 3-1.

Up next for Red Bay is an area contest at home against Lamar County
on Tuesday.

Russellville started its week on Monday, September 15, with a match
against Covenant Christian. The Lady Golden Tigers dispatched their
opponent in four sets, 3-1 (17-25, 25-8, 25-20, 25-21) to improve to 20-6
overall this campaign. Laila Hill and Blevyn Sappington led the RHS attack with 12 and 11 kills, respectively, in the contest while libero Bri
McCulloch led the team in digs with 25 and senior setter Fatima Ramirez ended the night with a team-high 16 assists.

The Lady Golden Tigers continued play on Tuesday night with matches against Haleyville and Red Bay. RHS fell to Haleyville 2-0 (25-27,
25-27) before defeating the Lady Tigers of Red Bay 2-0 (25-17, 25-17). In the loss to HHS, Sappington led the RHS attack with a team-
best nine kills while McCulloch recorded 16 digs and Ramirez had 13 assists. In the victory over RBHS, Hill had a team-high eight kills,
McCulloch had seven digs, and Ramirez finished with 11 assists.

RHS ended its week on Saturday at a tournament hosted by Brooks High School where the Lady Golden Tigers finished runner-up to
tourney champ Lauderdale County. Russellville went 6-1 on the day sweeping Clements (25-18, 25-14), Colbert County (25-11, 25-6),
Brooks (25-21, 25-21), Florence (25-14, 25-17), Mars Hill (30-28, 25-
20), and Lawrence County, Tenn. (25-23, 25-12) before falling to .

Lauderdale County in the final 2-0 (16-25, 25-27). & RUSSELLVILLE

The Lady Golden Tigers had an excellent day on the court that i HOSPITAL
also translated over to the record books. Individually, libero Bri
McCulloch recorded the 1,000th dig of her career, and the program Welcomes

set a new record for wins in a season. The old record, 21 wins, was Dr- Amy Tl‘a)’k)l' to Our Team!

met after Tuesday’s matches, but this team blew the record out of S— _NM

Russellville volleyball head coach Madison Lamon

the water by improving to 27-8.

RHS continues its campaign at home on Tuesday; the Lady
Golden Tigers will face Lawrence County in an area matchup before
playing Lexington.

Tharptown came up short in all three of its varsity contests during
the week. In road matches against Rogers and Florence on Sep-
tember 16, the Lady Wildcats fell 2-0 in both; 23-25, 21-25 were the
set scores against Rogers and Florence won 25-16, 25-5.

Thursday Tharptown faced area foe Mars Hill and lost 3-1 (14-25,
25-23, 16-25, 19-25).

The Lady Wildcats are scheduled to play their next varsity match
at home against rival Belgreen on Thursday, September 25.

Family Medicine

e sl & Comprehensive
Dr. Amy Health

LLg: V([ @l Care oo the entive family

Mond
LSRRl 15225 Hwy 43

Thursday Sllite B'1

S 256.331.2700

FOOTBALL
FRIDAY

TAILGATE SHOW

hosted by Kadin Pounders




Katernia Cole-Coffey
Extension Coordinator

256.332.88380

Kristina Rossin
Administrative Assistant Il

Shirley Jimenez
EFNEP Educator
Ida Robinson
Fill-In Secretary

What’s Happening with Your Franklin County Extensmn Offlce'

-
sl
ALABAMA A&M and AUBURN UNIVERSITIES

Franklin County 4-H
Natural Resource
Day Camp
ages 9-18
Saturday, October 18, 2025
9:00am-2:00pm

Bear Creek Collaborative
at Overton Farms
2300 Overton Farm Road
Hodges, AL 35571

Cost: $25.00/ child
Onsite Parent Cost: $10.00

Bring your own lunch

Explore, Learn, And Play In Nature!

Limited space available, register by Wednesday, October 15, 2025

The Alabama Cooperative Extension System (Alabama A€M University and Auburn University) is
an equal opportunity educator, employer, and provider. If you need a reasonable accommodation
or free language access services, contact Franklin County Extension Office at 256-332-8880.
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IFall in Bloom:
Floral Arranging

Celebrate the beauty of fall
by creating your own
stunning bouquet of fall
blooms. In this hands-on
workshop, you'll learn floral
arranging techniques while
crafting a vibrant fall
bouquet perfect for your
home! All materials and
supplies will be provided.

EIIEI

8

When:
Wednesday, October
8th @ 1.00pm

Where:
Lauderdale County
Extension Office
802 Veterans Drive,
Florence, AL

Registration Fee:
$30

To register scan the QR code
or call 256-766-6223

Franklin County

Agriculture
Workshop

Thursday, October 9, 2025
10:00 AM-3:00 PM

Chucky Mullins Center, 814 Hamilton Street,
Russellville, AL 35653.

IPM Smart Strategies
= Controlling Pests in Fruits and Vegetables
= Controlling Worms in Small Ruminants

Join us for effective, sustainable strategies for
managing internal parasites in small ruminants and
pests in fruits and vegetables. The event will feature
expert-led sessions on tools like FEC and FAMACHA
scoring, integrated pest management (IPM)
techniques, and practical farm-level solutions to
reduce chemical use, enhance productivity, and
support long-term agricultural resilience.

Free Registration

www.aces.edu/go/5414

{ OCTOBER

OR
call: 2

Fertilize established strawberry plantings

) Check landscape plants for damage caused by

insect and disease

If winter or spring weeds were a concern, apply
preemergent herbicides to lawn

Plant perennials and biennials, divide old clumps of
perennials

Plant spring flowering bulbs late this month in North
Alabama

Plant carrots, collards, kale, lettuce, mustard, onions,
parsley, radishes, spinach, Swiss chard, and turnip

FExtension

- M ALABAMA A&M & AUBURN UNIVERSITIES



