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D.A.KOZMA JEWELERS  Rt. 50 & 611 in the FOOD LION SHOPPING CENTER WOC  410-213-7505  KOZMAJEWELERS.COM

D.A. KOZMA BUYS GOLD 

and  

Silver

By Elaine Bean 
At five years old, Dan Kozma was collecting shells on the 

Ocean City beach and hawking them to tourists on the Board-
walk.  

Kozma likes to sell things, and he’s good at it. “I guess I have 
something in there,” he said. “I tried to earn some money.”  

Back home across the bridge, the boy was collecting rocks in 
his neighborhood creeks, finding quartz crystals and other fas-
cinating stones near his home in Ellicott City. Eventually, Kozma 
got a tumbler and began cutting agate, opal, jasper, and petrified 
wood into polished cabochon stones. His stones needed to be 
displayed somehow, 
so Kozma logically 
moved to the next 
step of creating jew-
elry settings for his 
collections.  

 “I liked cutting 
stones, and I created 
simple settings for 
them, selling them at 
craft shows, flea mar-
kets, every week usu-
ally,” he said. 

In 1978 as a sum-
mer adventure, 
Kozma and a friend 
opened a small jew-
elry store on Somerset St. near the Ocean City Boardwalk. They 
did well enough that first year to expand - and kept expanding. 
Summers became longer and longer year after year as the busi-
ness grew, and soon Dan Kozma and his wife Adrienne were on 
the Shore full time running a 52-week-a-year store. “It became 
full-time, and there was no going back to school,” she said. “The 
business was too demanding.” 

In 1980, the pair moved their jewelry store to the 45th St. Vil-
lage in Ocean City. They were there 25 years until that shopping 
center was redeveloped, and the Kozmas moved to West Ocean 
City. “When we were at 45th St., we had resort customers, sum-

The Kozmas are your local  
mom and pop jeweler 

Spirit - Worcester Prep’s (WPS) Upper School students recently celebrated Spirit Week, dressing ac-
cording to each day’s theme in the lead-up to Homecoming on September 20. The week concluded with 
a spirited pep rally, where students showcased their Mallard enthusiasm through class games and activ-
ities. 

Pictures are WPS sophomores Ellie Phillips, Nora Gorfinkel and Harper Hertrich showing off their 
favorite characters on Disney Day. 

Dan and Adrienne 
Kozma with  
their children  

Julia and William
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The Veterans Memorial Foundation recognizes the following  
organizations, businesses & individuals for their contributions

MAJOR SPONSORS 
THE PARKER FOUNDATION 
AMERICAN LEGION POST 166 
SHAFFER LAW 
O.C. ELKS LODGE #2645 
VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA, 1091 
ASSOCIATES OF VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA, 1091 
AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS, POST 166 
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY, UNIT 166 
SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION, SQUADRON 166 
DEELEY INSURANCE GROUP 
CAREY INSURANCE GROUP 
COPY CENTRAL, OCEAN PINES 
i.g. BURTON, BERLIN 
SOPHIA'S RESTAURANT 
PARK PLACE JEWELERS 
THE KOLODNER FAMILY 
JOHN FERINDE 
P.E.O.  
DON COFFIN, PRESIDENT,  
   DELMARVA LEATHERNECK FOUNDATION 
MARC AND PATTI GRIMES 
AMERICAN GRANITE & TILE 
IN MEMORY OF JEFF LATHBURY,  
A.L. RIDERS POST 123, BERLIN 
DELMARVA VETERAN BUILDERS, LLC 
SEAFLOOR CARPETS 
 

GENEROUS SPONSORS 
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF THE EASTERN SHORE 
CHOPTANK ELECTRIC TRUST 
PATRIIA CURTIN 
BERGEY & COMPANY, P.A. 
MATT ORTT COMPANIES 
BAYSIDE OIL ESPRESS, INC.  
JOHN & NANCY ROYSTON 
ED LITTLE 
SANDY REIFSNYDER 
P.E.O.(Philanthropic Educational Org.) 
UNA BELLA,  LLC 

A Perfect Face Day Spa 
Anthony"s Beer/Wine 
Assateague Greens 
Atlantic Hotel 
Bear Trap Dunes, The Carl Freeman Co. 
Berlin Auto Wash 
Blu Restaurant/Embers/Pier 23 
Bluebird Farms 
Bourbon Street  
Bull On The Beach 
Burbage Funeral Home 
Buxy's Salty Dog 
Carol Parker Rose 
Carrabbas Italian Grill 
Crabs to Go 
D.A. Kozma Jewelers 
Decatur Diner 
Delmarva Two-Way Radio, Inc. 
Don's Seafood & Chophouse 
Eagles Landing Golf Course 
Empower U Physical Therapy & Perform-
ance 
Fisher's Popcorn 
Fishtales 
Fox" Pizza/Smashed 
Green Hill Country Club 
Green Turtle West 
Harborside Bar & Grill 

Hilton Suites  O.C.Hotel 
Home Depot 
Matt Ruggiere Golf Academy 
Mione's Pizza 
My Backyard 
Nutters Crossing 
Ocean City Golf Club 
Ocean City/Berlin Rotary Club 
Ocean Downs Casino 
Ocean Pines Assoc. 
Ocean Pines Golf Club 
Ocean Pines Men's Golf Assoc. 
Ocean Resorts Golf Club 
Paradise Grill & Pizzeria 
Pepsi Bottling Ventures 
Plaza Tapatia 
PopCe's Homemade Ice Cream 
River Run Golf Club 
Ruark Golf 
Ruddo's Golf 
Ruggiere Golf Academy 
Ruth's Chris Steak House 
Serpone's Pizzeria 
Shaka Pool Bar & Grill 
Smokers BBQ Pit 
Southgate Grill 
Southside Deli 
Sterling Tavern 

Sunset Grill 
Surfside Rooster 
The Greyhound Indie Bookstore, LLC 
The Shark on the Harbor 
The Shrimp Boat 
Vernon Powell Shoes 
Good Earth Market & Restaurant 
Uber Bagels & Deli 
Hooked O.C. 
Abi"s Diner 
United Restoration 
Residence Inn  
Bill & Donna Hickey 
Forgotten 50 Distilling & Restaurant 
Rommel's ACE Hardware 
Mary Ann Le May 
Sisters Wine Bar 
Island Creamery 
Delmarva Shorebirds 
Jersey Mike's Subs 
Waterman's Seafood Co. 
Paul & Vinny's  
On The Way Café 
Mio's Fratello Italian Steakhouse 
Gee Williams 
Cassanda Brown 
Greyhound Book Store 

CHEERS, BERLIN 
IN MEMORY OF COL. MCMULLEN 
MARY MAC FOUNDATION 
KEY FINANCIAL SERVICES 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE, TERRI WESCOTT 
DE PALMA DENTAL 
ELLIOTTS SEAFOOD 
ROTARY CLUB OF BERLIN/OCEAN CITY 
IN MEMORY OF ROBERT S. GILMORE, CEE BEE 
UNITED RESTORATIONS 
DELMARVA TWO-WAY RADIO 
OCEAN PINES MENS GOLF ASSOC. 
RAVENS ROOST #44 
BANK OF OCEAN CITY ( 2 SIGNS) 
BUXY'S  SALTY DOG & DRY DOCK 28  (2 SIGNS )                                            
THE BONFIRE RESTAURANT 
SHENANIGANS IRISH PUB 
GERARD F. OTT D.M.D., P.A. 
BOB MOULDEN (A GOOD WALK SPOILED) 
EASTERN SHORE PHYSICAL THERAPY 
SENATOR MARY BETH CAROZZA 

JOE & SUZIE PANTONE 
ON BEHALF OF DELMARVA LEATHERNECKS FOUNDATION 
CYNTHIA MALAMENT, ATTORNEY AT LAW 
POP'S KITCHEN 
JENNY & GEORGE RINES 
IN MEMORY OF COL. ROBERT ADAIR 
CAPT. FRANK C. FABIAN,  WWII,  U S ARMY 
RESORT TO US PROPERTY MAINTENANCE,   
COPY CENTRAL 
ATLANTIC GENERAL HOSPITAL, care.givers 
IN MEMORY OF JOHN McCURRY 
COASTAL WEALTH MANAGEMENT 
JOHN TALBOTT 
J.T.NOVAK, LLC 
OCEAN PINES  CLEANERS & ALTERATIONS 
BOURBON STREET ON THE BEACH 
JOHN AND CAMILLE VIOLA 
COMMISSIONER CHIP BERTINO 
DEELEY INSURANCE GROUP 
PLAY ON MY FRIENDS! , CHARLIE ,  GO NAVY! 
RICHARD HORSEY IN HONOR OF KEN WILMER, USAF 

TEE SIGN SPONSORS 

COMMUNITY DONORS 

The Worcester County Veterans Memorial at Ocean Pines 18th  Annual Golf Tournament  
held September 22 at Ocean Pines Golf Club, was a marvelous success because of the   

generosity  of many community individuals and businesses. 
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Wings and Wheels 
event is this weekend

If you’re looking for something 
interesting to do this week and like 
vintage planes and classic cars, you may 
want to head to the Wings & Wheels 
event taking place this Friday and 
Saturday at the Delaware 
Coastal Airport in 
Georgetown, DE. 

Sponsored by the 
Greater Georgetown 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Delaware Aviation 
Museum and the 
Historical Vintage Car 
Club of Delaware, the 
event will include World War II era 
aircraft, a classic car show, the US Naval 
Academy Parachute Team, pilot 
competitions and live entertainment. 

Tickets are available for a Dinner 
Show on Friday, October 3.  The event 
will be catered by Lighthouse Catering 
with entertainment from the 287th Army 
Band (both jazz and rock bands).  Tickets 
can be purchased online at www.wings-
wheels.com. 

On tap for Saturday October 4 are DE 
Army and National Guard’s C130 and 

black hawk helicopter along with other 
WWII era aircraft.   For the first time the 
Air Force Performance Lab will be onsite 
offering visitors the experience of 
interacting with a virtual world. There 

will be a classic car 
show, entertainment 
from the “Flipside 
Band” and more than 
70 food, craft and 
information vendors.  

The parachute 
team will jump 
throughout the day.  
There will be a WWII 

re-enactors camp. In the afternoon there 
will be a “Les Nessman World 
Championship Invitational turkey drop.” 
Spoiler alert, the “turkeys” are actually 
rubber chickens.  

The Saturday event runs from 10 a.m. 
until 4 p.m. with free admission.  
Available parking is $5 per vehicle at 
Sussex Academy where you can then hop 
a tram or do a short walk to the airport. 

For information and to purchase 
tickets for the dinner show go to 
www.wings-wheels.com.

Craft club installs bench donation 
The Pine’eer Craft Club is culminating its fiftieth anniversary with a special gift to the 
Ocean Pines community: a newly donated bench 

Club President Sharon Puser says this donation is just one of many ways the club has 
given back to the community through the years. Installed next to the side entrance of the 
Artisan Gift Shop in White Horse Park, Puser adds that the bench has already become 
a popular spot for visitors, especially during the weekly Farmers Market. 

Established in 1974, the Pine’eer Craft Club is known for creating handmade gifts, 
home décor, jewelry, and more. These items are sold at the Artisan Gift Shop, with pro-
ceeds donated back into the community. Since its inception, the club has contributed 
more than $196,000 to local initiatives, including the Ocean Pines Police and Fire de-
partments, Recreation and Parks programs, Summer Concerts in the Park, the Veterans 
Memorial, and other community projects. 

For more information on becoming a member, contact Program Chair Sherry Waskey 
at 919-291-6566.  
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Before sitting down to read this col-
umn how many of you took a moment 
or two to send or receive a text message 
from someone somewhere?  

It really has become a way of life for 
all of us to rely on electronic devises to 

communicate with people either across 
the country or in some cases, just 
across the room.   

I don’t keep up with all the latest 
technologies and apps that are avail-
able and are designed to make my life 
easier.  I’m sure each of you is 
lightyears ahead of me when it comes 
to communicating via social media.  It 
took me years to become familiar with 
Facebook.    

During recent years I have been fas-
cinated and somewhat concerned 
when I have come in contact with 
young people, not all but some, who 
are unable to communicate effectively 
person to person because they’re ac-
customed to communicating via their 
phone screen.   

It’s unfortunate for them because 
although they may have several hun-
dred friends on Facebook or whatever 
social media they are using, when it 
comes to one on one encounters, they 
are stymied, lost as to how to have a 
conversation, how to express them-
selves intelligently.  And just as impor-
tantly, how to listen.  

For many, interpersonal communi-
cation skills are stunted.  And that’s 
unfortunate for them and for the rest 
of us.  The skills I learned from my 
mother and the grade school nuns such 
as maintaining eye contact when 
speaking to someone and listening 
seem lost on some many people these 
days.   

When was the last time you sat 
down at a desk or table to write a letter 
using a pen and paper?  Unfortunately, 
handwritten correspondence has gone 
the way of the dinosaurs.  There is 
something powerful and intimate 
about a letter written in one’s hand that 
is absent from a text message or social 
media post.   

A handwritten note conveys the au-
thor’s personality, something absent 

with a text message no matter how 
many emojis are included.   

Sure it can be said that a letter or a 
note lacks the immediacy of a Tweet or 
a text message.  But when you get right 
down to it, is it necessary to transmit 

immediately to the virtual 
galaxy every little thought 
or emotion we have?  After 
a while such babbling ex-
pressions become white 
noise and block out sub-
stantive thoughts and ideas. 

Letter writing takes 
time.  It requires us to think 

about what thoughts we want to ex-
press and how best to articulate them.  
The person on the receiving end can 
feel the paper and may even smell the 
perfume scent of the one who sent it.  
Most importantly, you can save a letter 
in a scrapbook or in a box squirreled 
away in the attic, giving you and possi-
bly generations to come the opportu-
nity to re-read it, to relive that moment 
in time.  Certainly, there are some let-
ters you don’t want anyone else to read 
but I think you understand what I’m 
attempting to convey.  At least I hope 
so. 

In some ways, I wonder if we’re los-
ing touch with people despite all the 
communicating, texting, Facebooking 
and Tweeting that’s goes on.  In the ef-
fort to remain constantly in touch, are 
we actually losing touch with what’s 
important in a personal relationship?  
Are we expressing ourselves more but 
saying less?  I don’t have the answer to 
that question but I do wonder about it. 

Not long ago my wife and I were 
having dinner at a restaurant.  At a 
nearby table there was a family of four 
– a mother, father and two young boys 
about eight and ten.  In each of their 
hands was an electronic device.  It ap-
peared the mother was texting, while 
her husband and sons were playing 
video games on their phones.  The 
sounds of beeps and blips had replaced 
conversation and laughter.  How sad! 

So what is it that I’m trying to 
write?  I guess it’s this: available to us 
are many communication options.  
Each has its place and there is no sub-
stitute for personal engagement with 
those around us.   We should keep in 
mind that as we journey through life - 
walking through fields of opportunity, 
traversing byways both high and low - 
that we express ourselves in ways that 
are meaningful and lasting. 

It’s All About. . . 
By Chip Bertino

chipbertino@delmarvacourier.com

Are we losing touch?
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A 2023 meta-analysis published in the journal Reviews on En-

vironmental Health found that excessive screen exposure 

may be a significant contributor to the development of atten-

tion deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) in children. The re-

port analyzed nine studies that examined more than 81,000 

children, including nearly 29,000 who had been diagnosed 

with ADHD. The analysis found that children exposed to more 

than two hours of screen time each day had significantly 

higher rates of ADHD than youngsters whose daily screen time was 

limited to two hours or less. Researchers behind the analysis ultimately con-

cluded reducing children’s screen time could prevent the occurrence of ADHD.   

Did You  

Know...

kozma 
from page 1 
 
mer people,” Adrienne Kozma said. 
“We’ve always had some local trade, but 
in Ocean City it was mostly resort. When 
we came to West Ocean City, it switched. 
We gained more of a local clientele and 
didn’t have as much resort business.” 

The Kozmas first stop in West Ocean 
City was in the White Marlin Mall, until 
Tanger Outlets took over management. 
“Tanger wanted national chains and did-
n’t want to deal with mom and pops, and 
that’s all we’ve ever been,” Adrienne 
Kozma said.   

The jewelry store then headed slightly 
south and opened their doors next to 
Food Lion on Stephen Decatur Hwy. 
where they have been ever since. And 47 
years after opening in 1978, Dan and 
Adrienne Kozma find themselves the 
proprietors of an inviting and busy jew-
elry store in West Ocean City. It’s stocked 
with sparkling jewels, silver and gold, 
vintage jewelry, artifacts including a 
mammoth amethyst geode – and, in the 
corner as you walk in the door, a working 
jewelry smith complete with eye shade.  

Much of the Kozma’s business these 
days is repair and repurpose of family 
jewelry and heirlooms, and they do all 
the work in-house.  

“You can’t usually get [in-house re-
pair] from a regular jewelry store, be-
cause they send it out,” Adrienne Kozma 
said. “We do our work on premise, even 
though we’re little. If people want custom 
work, they want to speak to somebody. 
They like to come in and see it and touch 
it. They want to take their jewelry they’ve 
accumulated - either what they’ve bought 
or inherited through the years - and turn 
it into something fresh and more up-to-
date.” 

The Kozmas have seen the jewelry 

business evolve over their 47 years in 
business. “In the 1970s and 1980s, 
people bought a lot more jewelry,” she 
continued. “That was the beginning of 
home shopping and QVC - direct compe-
tition. People didn’t buy from little inde-
pendent jewelry stores as much as they 
used to … Then the internet set in, and 
that has grown and grown and grown, 
and takes more and more away from 
local anything.  Just the way people shop 
has evolved throughout the decades.  

“Now we’re extremely busy doing 
service work, because you can’t get that 
on the internet.” 

Buying gold from consumers has also 
become a big part of business for the 
Kozmas. “Gold buying came about in 
2009 when metals started to move,” 
Adrienne Kozma said. “Prior to that, 
metals were no big deal. Back then, gold 
was maybe $375 an ounce. Gold today is 
$3,700 an ounce. That’s how much the 
commodity has changed. Gold is used for 
many other things besides jewelry. The 
governments are buying it. It’s an asset, 
a safe haven. People always have con-
fidence in gold.”  

Coin buying and trading is also a part 
of their business these days.   

“My rock and gem collections were 
number one on my collecting list,” Dan 
Kozma said. “Moving down here, there 
are really no rocks to collect, so I moved 
into coins.” The Kozmas evaluate the 
coins customers bring in - people who are 
getting out of coin collecting or older 
people who are selling off their collec-
tions - and then generally resell them to 
other collectors. 

“Dan’s personal interests turn into his 
business interests,” Adrienne Kozma 
said. 

D.A Kozma Jewelers is located in 
9936 Stephen Decatur Hwy. with infor-
mation available at kozmajewelers.com. 

On October 1, 1961, in New York’s final game of the regular season, 
Yankees slugger Roger Maris hits his 61st home run, becoming the 
first player in Major League Baseball to hit more than 60 in a 
season. He tops former Yankees great Babe Ruth, who hit 60 home 
runs in 1927. 

Courier Almanac

Arts Council announces  
Plein Air winners 

 Local and regional talented plein 
air artists painted from September 14 
to 19, competing for cash prizes in the 
annual Paint Worcester County Plein 
Air Competition, sponsored by the 
Worcester County Arts Council. 

Presented in partnership with the 
Worcester County Library Foundation, 
the event culminated on Friday, Sep-
tember 19, at the Berlin Library branch 
with a public art sale and exhibit show-
casing artwork created during the 
week. The sale offered art lovers the 
opportunity to purchase an original 
piece of art, fresh off the easel, and 
meet the artist who painted it. 

Completed works were judged by 
accomplished local artist and art edu-
cator, William Buchanan, with a total 
of $2,800 in prizes awarded. 

The winners were: 
First Place: “Sunday’s Last Light” 

by Homer Proctor 
Second Place: “Reflecting on the 

Farm Pond” by Rebecca Morgan 
Third Place: “The Yield and the 

Yonder” by Ed Lewandowski 
Honorable Mention: “Dune Bound” 

by Rhonda Ford 

Maryland Legislators’ and Wor-
cester County Commissioners’ Choice: 
“Fishing Boats West OC Harbor” by 
Jose Ramirez 

Library Foundation Choice: “Assa-
teague Welcome Tree” by Homer Proc-
tor 

Berlin Mayor’s Choice: “Whispers 
of Eternity” by John Schisler 

Agribusiness Choice: “The Yield 
and the Yonder” by Ed Lewandowski 

Artists’ Choice: “Where the Light 
Lingers” by Ed Lewandowski 

WCAC Board of Directors Choice: 
Eternal Spirit of the WCAC” by Jiyeong 
Yun 

A selection of paintings created 
during Paint Worcester County will re-
main on public display at the Wor-
cester County Library, Berlin branch, 
until October 22. All artwork is avail-
able for purchase. 

For more information on exhibited 
artwork or to make a purchase, please 
contact the Worcester County Arts 
Council at 410-641-0809 
or curator@worcestercountyartscoun-
cil.org.

https://www.loc.gov/static/programs/national-recording-preservation-board/documents/Roger-Maris-Hits-His-61st-Homerun.pdf
mailto:curator@worcestercountyartscouncil.org
mailto:curator@worcestercountyartscouncil.org
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State boat registration  
fees increase significantly

Maryland boaters will pay more, a 
lot more, to title and register their ves-
sels effective October 1.   

As a result of a fee revisions law ap-
proved by the Maryland General As-
sembly and signed by Governor Wes 
Moore in April, the two-year registra-
tion fee will increase nearly 300% 
from the current $24 to $70.  

According to the Maryland Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (DNR), the 
state’s boating title and registration 
fees were last increased in 1983. In a 
statement released last week, DNR 
said, “In the past 42 years, there have 
been significant increases to costs as-
sociated with providing support and 
administration of boating titles and 
registrations.” 

This revenue primarily funds 
Maryland Department of Natural Re-
sources units involved in boating ac-
tivities including Fishing and Boating 
Services, Licensing and Registration 
Service, and the Natural Resources Po-
lice. Registration fees, in particular, 
are federally required to fund only the 
administration of the registrations, 
managed by the Licensing and Reg-
istration Service. The costs of admin-
istering registrations has increased 
dramatically since 1983 

The new fees and structure were 
discussed with the Boat Act Advisory 
Committee’s leadership and represen-
tatives of industry groups. The most 
significant increase is the increase 
from $24 every two years to $70 every 
two years for boat registrations. This 
number was derived from using infla-
tion to determine what the commen-

surate amount should be today com-
pared to the 1983 level. The exact in-
flation-adjusted amount is higher 
(approximately $73), but the cost was 
rounded down to $70. There is also a 
voluntary $12 registration if individ-
uals want to register their non-motor-
ized vessels such as canoes and kayaks, 
so that the Natural Resource Police 
can easily identify owners if these ves-
sels become loose during flooding or 
other events. 

Because the fees had not increased 
in more than forty years, the agency 
had to use other funds to cover costs. 
Additional revenue will free up funds 
for projects that would provide ad-
ditional and/or improved boating ac-
cess in Maryland. 

The new rules require owners to 
pay a registration fee for a vessel that 
is 16 feet or less and powered by a 
7.5HP motor or less.  Those registra-
tions were previously issued without 
having to pay a registration fee.  

In its statement DNR said, “It takes 
DNR employees the same amount of 
time and supplies to issue registration 
documents for a vessel that is 16 feet 
or less with a 7.5HP motor as it does to 
issue those documents for a larger ves-
sel. DNR can no longer afford to do 
business this way.” 

What about vessels documented 
through the U.S. Coast Guard?  
Owners will now have to pay the same 
amount to obtain Maryland registra-
tion decals that had been provided at 
a reduced fee.  

“In order to issue Maryland reg-
istration stickers, DNR employees 
have to input the same information for 
your documented vessel as they do for 
a vessel which is state registered only. 
The previous fee no longer covers the 
cost of salaries, supplies, and postage,” 
said DNR. 

The benefit to the owner of a vol-
untarily registered non-motorized ves-
sel is that if the vessel is found 
unattended the owner can be con-
tacted in a timely fashion and a deter-
mination can be made as to whether or 
not the vessel drifted away, was stolen, 
or if there is a missing person/boater 
in distress. The voluntary registration 
will allow the boat owner to be re-
united with their watercraft, without 
wasting search and rescue resources. 

-Chip Bertino 

E-Subscribe  
FREE to  

The Courier  
and get  

it delivered to  
your computer  

each week!   
delmarvacourier.com

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdnr.maryland.gov%2Fboating%2FPages%2Fregulations%2Fbaac.aspx/1/01000199823f8825-794881eb-40c3-4803-b796-6c3b29a948da-000000/c7kkbnixa21YvO1gm5Z7RflFMYZ6MlGjru8P71Yf8Hg=424
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdnr.maryland.gov%2Fboating%2FPages%2Fregulations%2Fbaac.aspx/1/01000199823f8825-794881eb-40c3-4803-b796-6c3b29a948da-000000/c7kkbnixa21YvO1gm5Z7RflFMYZ6MlGjru8P71Yf8Hg=424
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdnr.maryland.gov%2Fboating%2FPages%2Fregulations%2Fbaac.aspx/1/01000199823f8825-794881eb-40c3-4803-b796-6c3b29a948da-000000/c7kkbnixa21YvO1gm5Z7RflFMYZ6MlGjru8P71Yf8Hg=424
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Tournament raises money for education programs 
The Worcester County Veterans Memorial Foundation held its 18th annual Veterans Me-
morial Golf Tournament on September 17, at the Ocean Pines Golf Club. 

The annual tournament was a success, with breakfast and lunch provided by Touch 
of Italy. A total of 132 golfers participated.  

Funds raised through this tournament benefit the Educational Outreach program for 
Worcester County fifth graders. More than 700 students will visit the Veterans Memorial 
this school year, where they will learn about the sacrifices of our veterans, as well as the 
history of the United States in terms of conflicts, flag history, and protocol.  

For more information about the Veterans Memorial Foundation or how to get involved, 
contact Marie Gilmore at 410-726-2881 or opmarie@aol.com, or Don McMullen at 443-
388-2941 or dmcmullen1@aol.com. 

To learn more about the Worcester County Veterans Memorial at Ocean Pines, visit 
wocovets.org. 

FAFSA opens, Marylanders  
encouraged to apply early

The Maryland Higher Education 
Commission (MHEC) is encouraging 
Maryland students and families to 
complete the 2026-2027 Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
early. The form will open to the public 
on October 1. 

“Students and families should 
complete the FAFSA as soon as it 
opens, no matter what postsecondary 
education plans they are considering,” 
said Dr. Sanjay Rai, Secretary of 
Higher Education. “By submitting the 
FAFSA, students know how much fi-
nancial aid they qualify for through 
state, federal, and institutional pro-
grams.” 

Affordability remains one of the 
main barriers to obtaining a postsec-
ondary credential in Maryland. The 
FAFSA helps many students access 
money for college they otherwise could 

not. 
MHEC awards over $30 million in 

scholarships each year, but students 
must complete the FAFSA to maxi-
mize their financial aid opportunities. 

To prepare for the launch of this 
year’s form, students and families 
should follow these tips: 

-Create a StudentAid.gov account 
(if you don’t already have one). 

-Create your MDCAPS Account to 
access the Maryland College Aid Pro-
cessing System (MDCAPS). 

-Learn about the documents you 
may need to fill out the FAFSA form. 

-Determine your dependency sta-
tus and whether your parent(s) or 
spouse will be required to contribute 
information on your FAFSA form. 

 

Pet blessing  
to be offered 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church will 
offer a Blessing for the Animals on 
Sunday, October 5 at 2 p.m.  All pets 
are welcome as long as they are on a 
leash or otherwise contained.  The 
church is located at 3 Church Street in 
Berlin. 

e-subscribe FREE to  
The Courier and get it  

delivered to your  
computer each week!   
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delmarvacourier.com

BUYING & SELLING GOLD, SILVER,             
COINS & CURRENCY

FREE APPRAISALS - 1 COIN OR AN         

ENTIRE COLLECTION 

BUYING GOLD, SILVER JEWELRY &      

FLATWARE

D.A. Kozma Jewelry & Coins

410-213-7505  410-524-GOLD
www.kozmajewelers.com 

 9936 Stephen Decatur Highway, West Ocean City    Route 611 at Route 50 in the Food Lion Shopping Center
MD #2294

GM report provides updates, highlights upcoming projects
General Manager John Viola gave 

his monthly report at the September 
20 Ocean Pines Association (OPA) 
Board of Directors meeting. 

An update was provided regarding 
the new south Fire Station, with con-
struction slated to begin in Winter 
2026. A Planning Commission meet-
ing is scheduled for October 2, after 
which the plans for construction per-
mits will be submitted, and costs on 
plumbing and mechanicals will be 
confirmed.  

Plans are also underway to con-
struct a new Ocean Pines Volunteer 
Fire Department (OPVFD) helicopter 
pad, as the county requested a larger 
area. The estimated cost is $10,000 to 
$15,000, and the fire department is 
applying for a grant. 

During the meeting, Viola dis-
cussed several upcoming proposed 
renovations to the Ocean Pines food 
and beverage facilities. This includes 
basement renovations, an elevator, 
second floor deck addition, and ac-
cordion doors at the Beach Club, an 
outdoor kitchen facility at the Yacht 
Club, as well as a shade structure at 
the Clubhouse with a pizza oven.  

Viola clarified that this discussion 
was a request for permission from the 
Board to obtain proposals, bids, and 
contracts to present at the later date, 
not approval for actual spend. The 
high-level estimate of the potential 
capital spend at the Beach Club is still 
to be determined, but an estimate has 
been provided for the elevator at 
$225,000. The estimated potential 
capital spend at the Yacht Club for the 
outdoor kitchen is $125,000, and 
$75,000 to 100,000 at the Clubhouse 
for the shade structure. The Board did 
approve $75,000 for the basement 
work and architectural/engineering 
plans at the Beach Club. 

“I did not seek approval for actual 
spend, that would be next step after a 
process to obtain. My understanding 
is the board’s intent was to approve 
that process and certainly showed in-
terest in the next step of possibly ap-
proving the eventual documented 
capital spend,” Viola commented.  

Several maintenance projects are 
already underway on the golf course, 
including greens and sand trap main-
tenance, fairway aerifying and seed-
ing, and the irrigation project on holes 

four to eight and the front nine. Bulk-
head replacement on the 18th green 
and fairway is planned for 2026.  

Mulch is being placed at both the 
dog park and playgrounds, and pavers 
are scheduled to be installed in Octo-
ber at the Bocce courts. Crack repair 
is beginning at the Pickleball Courts 
on Monday, September 22, with a 
total of 10 courts to be repaired and 
restriped.  

The DMA Study will take place Oc-
tober 14 to 16, with the draft report to 
be released prior to budget, likely 
mid-end December. The goal of the 
study is to develop budget estimates 
with an updated report and update 
the strategic plan with the DMA 
study.  

Dredging began in early Septem-
ber at 42-46 Clubhouse Drive, 18 
Dove Lane, 48 Drawbridge Road, 13 
Driftwood Lane, 28 Grand Port Road, 
3 & 5 Harborview Drive, 4 Ivanhoe 
Court, 100 & 102 Newport Drive, 320 
Ocean Parkway, 90 Teal Circle, 35 & 
37 Watergreen Lane, and 33 White 
Sail Circle.  

Fisher Marine is slated to begin 
Fiscal Year 25/26 bulkhead replace-

ment this month, including the odd 
number homes from 49-91 Clubhouse 
Drive. 

In terms of financials, for the 
month of August, OPA finished with 
$107,000 favorable to budget, with 
year-to-date favorability of $274,000. 
Viola emphasized that favorability 
doesn’t necessarily mean surplus, but 
money that will be reinvested.   
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Broker 
 

1% Listing Broker Compensation  

Premium Full Service Marketing  
Direct  

(301) 980-8155  
Broker/Office:  

(410) 600-3419 
Email:  

MichaelRay@sunpropinc.com

CALL MIKE 
SAVE THOUSANDS
OUTSTANDING CUSTOMER SERVICE

We Want Your Business! 
www.SaveWithSunshine.com
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Southgate - Ocean Pines 
(Manklin Creek & Ocean Pkwy)

Serving Breakfast and Lunch

Free  

Wireless  

Internet

  410-208-0707

Boar’s Head Meats 

Open 6 a.m. - 2 p.m.  
Wednesday - Sunday 

Pastries and Cookie Trays

Exciting happenings at the  farmers market this fall
There’s lots to do and see at the 

Ocean Pines Farmers & Artisans Mar-
ket this fall season.  

The Harvest & Flannel Market 
kicks off the fall fun on Saturday, Oc-
tober 18. Wear your favorite flannel 
and check out festive market stand 
displays as well as seasonal goodies 
such as pumpkins, gourds, and mums. 
Local singer Sara Campbell will take 
the Market Stage, performing blue-

grass and country music that is sure to 
get everyone in the mood for the au-
tumn season.  

October 25 is the annual Hal-
loween Market, featuring lots of Hal-
loween fun, along with the usual 
marketplace goodies and extra treats. 
Costumes are encouraged! 

Get ready for Turkey Day at the 
Thanksgiving Festival, happening 
from 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday, No-

vember 22 and Tuesday, November 
25. Bakers will be offering a variety of 
delicious treats, and special orders are 
welcome. On Tuesday, shoppers can 
pick up special ordered baked goods, 
plus grab any last-minute items from 
the green market merchants. Artisans 
will also be in attendance with unique, 
handmade hostess gifts, such as can-
dles and florals.  

The Hometown Holiday Market-
place takes place December 6, 13, and 
20, offering lots of festive fun and one-
of-a-kind gifts. Shoppers might even 
spot Mrs. Claus.  

The Farmers & Artisans Market 
happens every Saturday from 9 a.m. to 
noon during the offseason (September 
through March), and 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
from April through August. 

More information can be found at 
https://www.oceanpines.org/web/pag
es/farmers-artisans-market   

 

Wor-Wic to offer  
classes in Scotland 

 Wor-Wic Community College will 
offer its credit degree students the op-
portunity to study abroad in January. 
A special seven-week program will 
bring students to Stirling, Scotland, to 
live in a residence hall for two weeks 
for both classroom and field-based 
learning. 

 From January 3- to 17, students 
will live at the University of Stirling. 
They will attend classes taught by 
Wor-Wic professors, and take excur-
sions to Edinburgh, Glasgow and the 
Highlands, as well as the nearby his-
toric Stirling Castle, which dates back 
to the 1100s and is where Mary, Queen 
of Scots, was crowned in 1543. Stu-
dents will also have some free time for 

WCDC to host auction
The Worcester County Develop-

mental Center (WCDC) will host its 
second annual Quarter Auction on 
Thursday, October 9.   

Funds raised for the event will be 
used to fund activities and travel to 
support a meaningful life for the in-
dividuals WCDC supports.   

Tickets are available for $10 
each. Each ticket includes one pad-
dle.  Additional paddles can be pur-
chased for $5 each.  All In Paddles 
for $50 are available for those at-
tending or those who are unable to 
attend but would like to participate.  

Doors open at 5:30 p.m. and the 

event begins at 6 p.m. Bring your 
quarters, but extra rolls of quarters 
will be available for purchase. There 
will be a 50/50 raffle, a table of raf-
fle items, and vendors.  Light re-
freshments and beverages will be 
available for purchase, and limited 
WCDC merchandise will be avail-
able for sale. 

Tickets can be purchased at 
WCDC or on Eventbrite at 
 https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2nd
-annual-wcdc-quarter-auction-tick-
ets-1477830052469?aff=oddtdtcre-
ator.  

If you are unable to attend and 
would like to donate, donations 
should be sent to WCDC and mailed 
to P.O. Box 70 Newark, MD 21841.  
All donations to the 2nd Annual 
Quarter Auction are tax-deductible 
to the extent allowed by law.  
Worcester County Developmental 
Center, Inc. is exempt for federal 
taxes under section 501c(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code.  In accor-
dance with IRS rules and regula-
tions, a tax-exempt determination 
letter is available to you upon re-
quest.  

WCDC is located at 8545 Newark 
Road in Newark, MD. 

 please see scotland on page 13
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exploration on their own. 

 Upon returning to the United 
States, students will continue studies 
for five weeks in an online program 
that will earn them six credits, in com-
munications and history (COM 102 
and HIS 101). Participants must be en-
rolled in a degree program and in good 
standing. Financial aid may be applied 
to the program. A passport, health in-
surance and visa waiver are required. 

 “This is a wonderful opportunity 
for students to experience a new cul-
ture in person and see history first-
hand,” said Dr. Deirdra G. Johnson, 
vice president for strategic initiatives 
and community engagement. 

 An information session will be 
held in room 109 of Shockley Hall at 
the college on Monday, October 6, at 
noon, and a virtual information ses-
sion will be held via Zoom on Tuesday, 
October 7, at 6 p.m. Visit the events 
section of worwic.edu for the link.

Ocean Pines gears up for Halloween  
Ocean Pines Recreation and Parks will host its annual Trail of Horrors on 

October 17-18 and October 24-25 from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. at a new location, 
the White Horse Park Boat Ramp Trail. Tickets are $8 per person. 

Guests can navigate fog-filled paths and encounter eerie sights and spine-
chilling surprises around every corner along the haunted trail. 

The department is seeking actors and volunteers ages 16 and older. Actors 
under 18 must have a parent present. 

In addition, Ocean Pines Recreation and Parks will host a Halloween Fall 
Festival on Saturday, October 25, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at White Horse Park. 
The family-friendly event will feature carnival games, face painting and cos-
tume contests. Admission is free. 

Costume contest times are as follows: ages 2 and under at 11:30 a.m.; ages 
3 to 4 at noon; ages 5 to 7 at 12:30 p.m.; ages 8 to 10 at 1 p.m.; ages 11 to 17 at 
1:30 p.m.; and ages 18 and older at 2 p.m. 

Food and refreshments will be available for purchase from The Kiwanis 
Club. 

For more information or to volunteer for either event, contact Ocean Pines 
Recreation and Parks at 410-641-7052 or email ddonahue@oceanpines.org. 

 

Wor-Wic to hold fall open house 
 Wor-Wic Community College will hold an open house for prospective 

students and their families on Wednesday, October 15, from 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m. 

 Participants can learn about Wor-Wic’s credit and career programs and 
get application help. The event will also offer tours, financial aid informa-
tion, a chance to meet faculty, department heads and deans, club and stu-
dent organization info and more. The commercial driver’s license program 
will have its truck driving simulator on hand for those interested in ex-
ploring transportation careers. This event will take place rain or shine. 

 Visit the events page of worwic.edu for more information. 

Fore - Ocean City - Berlin Rotary 
Club co-president Cliff Berg and his 
wife Donna attended the Worcester 
County Chamber of Commerce in 
Ocean Pines Mini-Golf tournament 
and business after hours at Nick’s Mini 
Golf, taking first place.  The club 
meets the first and third Wednesday 
of the month at 6 p.m. at Don’s 
Seafood at the South Gate of Ocean 
Pines. For more information 
email ocberlinrotary@gmail.com



This month’s column celebrates the mystery 
and spirit of Halloween by focusing on the myth-
ical bird, the Phoenix.  

The Phoenix is a mythical creature that 
holds a prominent place in various cultures and 
mythologies. Depicted as a bird with colorful 
plumage, it symbolizes themes of rebirth, im-
mortality, and transformation. 

Associated with the sun, the Phoenix repre-
sents the cyclical nature of life and the rejuve-
nating power of the sun’s energy. It appears in 
Greek, Roman, Egyptian, and Chinese mytholo-
gies, each culture imbuing it with unique sym-
bolism. 

Its enduring popularity is re-
flected in in art, literature, and pop-
ular culture. Its name has inspired 
the city of Phoenix in Arizona, and 
it serves as a mascot for institu-
tions like the University of Chicago 
and the Phoenix Suns basketball 
team. 

It is a mythological creature 
that appears in various cultures 
and mythologies. It has a rich his-
tory and can be found in different 
forms across different civilizations. 

It is often described as having 
vibrant feathers in shades of red, gold, and or-
ange. Its appearance is associated with beauty 
and majesty, capturing the imagination of those 
who encounter its portrayal in stories, art, and 
symbolism. 

One of the central themes associated with 
the Phoenix is its symbolism of rebirth and im-
mortality. According to mythology, the Phoenix 
has the extraordinary ability to regenerate itself. 

It lives for hundreds of years before under-
going a transformative process in which it ignites 
itself in flames and is consumed by fire. From 
the ashes, a new Phoenix is born, representing 
a cycle of death and rebirth. 

This concept of the Phoenix rising from its 
own ashes has become a powerful metaphor for 
renewal, resilience, and the triumph of life over 
death. The Phoenix’s ability to overcome de-
struction and be reborn underscores its associ-
ation with immortality and the eternal cycle of 
life. 

The Phoenix is often associated with the 
sun and is considered a symbol of renewal and 
transformation. Its connection to the sun stems 
from its fiery nature and its ability to be con-
sumed by flames only to rise again. 

In Egyptian mythology, the Phoenix was 
known as the Bennu bird. It was closely associ-
ated with the sun god Ra and believed to be a 
manifestation of his spirit. The Bennu bird was 
often depicted as a heron or a stork-like bird. 

It was believed to reside in the sacred Ben-
ben stone, which represented the primordial 
mound from which the world was created. 

Chinese mythology also features a version 
of the Phoenix known as the 
Fenghuang. The Fenghuang is 
often depicted as a composite 
creature, combining the features 
of various birds, such as the head 
of a pheasant, the body of a man-
darin duck, the tail of a peacock, 
and the wings of a golden cock-
erel. It represents virtue, grace, 
and the union of yin and yang, 
symbolizing harmony and bal-
ance. It is seen as a benevolent 
creature associated with positive 
qualities and is often considered 

a symbol of good fortune, prosperity, and mari-
tal bliss. 

The Phoenix’s captivating image and sym-
bolism have made it a popular motif in various 
forms of art, literature, and popular culture. It has 
appeared in numerous books, poems, paintings, 
sculptures, and other artistic mediums. 

The city of Phoenix, located in the state of 
Arizona, derives its name from the Phoenix bird. 
The city’s name was chosen to symbolize its 
growth and development from the ruins of the 
former settlement of Swilling’s Mill. 

The Phoenix constellation, also known as 
the “Bird of Paradise,” is a minor constellation in 
the southern sky. It was first introduced by Dutch 
astronomer Petrus Plancius in the late 16th cen-
tury. Although it is not as prominent as some of 
the major constellations, the Phoenix constella-
tion serves as a celestial representation of the 
mythical bird. 

-Adapted from Havefunwithhistory.com 

South Gate Ocean Pines   11312 Manklin Creek Rd 

410-208-1479
Follow us on facebook @ mybackyard.oceanpines

OPEN  
Tuesday - Saturday  10 am - 5 pm

We’re all about the birds and more!
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My Backyard...  sponsored by Maureen Kennedy

Answers for September 24

The Phoenix
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P A T I O

L A N D S C A P I N G

J E W E L R YC L E A N I N G

To place your business card call  

410-629-5906Support Local Businesses
B O A T  L I F T S

D E N T I S T R Y

Gerard Ott, D.M.D., PA 

Jeremy Masenior, D.D.S. 
Family Dentistry  

1 Pitts Street 
Berlin, Maryland 21811 

 
(410) 641-3490 

ott.masenior@gmail.com 

D I N I N G

Place your 
business card here ! 
Call Linda Knight 

443-366-4184  

D.A. Kozma Jewelers
Custom Designs  
Personalized Service  
Bridal Consultation

410-213-7505   
410-524-GOLD 

www.kozmajewelers.com 
on Route 611 at Route 50 in the Food Lion Shopping Center

E-subscribe FREE to The Courier  
www.delmarvacourier.com   

PAVER PATIOS & DECKS
Brick Paver Patios   Fire Pits   Decks

410-390-1499
Decks, Patios & Improvements - Family Owned & Operated

Call for a FREE ESTIMATE

Licensed &  

Insured  

MHIC 74344

Cleaning Services
Residential  Commercial   Seasonal

Berlin & Surrounding Areas

410-845-1624
Call or Text anytime

Atlantic Landscaping & More Commerical or 
Residential

Property Management  
Firewood, Lawn Care  
Gutter Cleaning  
Power Washing 
Window Cleaning  
Leaf Removal  

Painting, Stone, Gravel, 
Mulching, Cleaning,  
Hauling Services, Stump 
Grinding, Shed Demolition, 
House/Shed/Garage  
Clean Outs & More

410-713-9159Call or text for  
free estimates 904-468-8206

Southgate - Ocean Pines 
(Manklin Creek & Ocean Pkwy)

Serving Breakfast and Lunch
  410-208-0707
Open 6 a.m. - 2 p.m. Wed-Sun
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Some things to  
think about

Gathered from the internet 
 by Jack Barnes
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