
San Jose reins back plan
to put police on horses

By William Bellou
Publisher 

T
he San Jose Po‐
lice Department
is pushing to

reinstate its mount‐
ed horse unit, which
disbanded in 2018,
but they will most
likely have to wait
until next year to
potentially get back
in the saddle.

The Police Horse
Mounted Unit has
operated for more
than 100 years but
was   disbanded in 2018 due to financial and staffing difficulties.  

The San Jose City Council voted last week to hold off on reinstating
the San Jose Police Department’s Horse Mounted Unit.

Councilmembers Peter Ortiz, Rosemary Kamei, Anthony Tordillos,
Domingo Candelas, Pamela Campos and David Cohen voted in favor of
deferring the request to next year’s budget approval, citing a projected
$25 million deficit. 

Mayor Matt Mahan and Councilmembers George Casey, Michael
Mulcahy and Bien Doan voted against the delay. Councilmember Pam
Foley was absent.
Pictured above: San Jose Police Department’s Horse Mounted Unit. File photo

By B. Sakura Cannestra
San José Spotlight

S
an Jose is looking for a new e‐
scooter partner after negoti‐
ations with the exclusive ven‐

dor fell through.
Scooter users were surprised to

see an announcement in the Spin
app saying it would end services
on Aug. 27 in San Jose. City officials
said they declined to renew the
company’s permit because Spin
never deployed the required min‐
imum of 500 scooters. But a Spin
representative said the city didn’t

address rampant vandalism.
Colin Heyne, spokesperson for

the transportation department,
said Spin had a one‐year contract
with the option to extend it anoth‐
er year. The permit allowed Spin
to deploy up to 1,000 scooters
citywide, but city data shows the
company only deployed about an
average of 240. Heyne deferred
questions about why Spin couldn’t
reach its minimum requirement
to the company.

“We hoped that giving a permit
to a sole operator would make San

Jose a more enticing mar‐
ket,” Heyne told San José
Spotlight.

Shiraz Rosenthal, a gov‐
ernment partner manager
for Spin, said the company
lost more than 400
scooters to theft or van‐
dalism in the first half of
2025, a “significant por‐
tion” of the company’s
fleet.  She said they tried

See SCOOTERS, page 6

By William Bellou
Publisher

V
alley Water joined forces with the
Creek Connections Action Group to
remove litter and debris from creeks

across Santa Clara County on Coastal Cleanup
Day  Saturday, September 20.

More than 15,000 volunteers removed
thousands of pounds of trash entering   San
Francisco and Monterey bays. The effort
reflects a shared commitment to protecting
the environment, supporting healthy ecosys‐
tems and preventing trash from entering
local waterways.

Local cleanups were part of the larger effort
organized by the California Coastal Commis‐

sion, where volunteers were on the hunt for
litter in creeks and rivers statewide.

Of the approximately 25,885 pounds of
trash and recyclables collected this year,
interesting items included a boombox, a
mini‐fridge, a message in a bottle and a 3D‐
printed lizard.

“Coastal Cleanup Day is an inspiring
reminder of what we can achieve when we
come together as a community,” said Valley
Water Board Chair Tony Estremera. “I want
to thank all the volunteers, families and part‐
ners who made this effort possible.”

In addition to collecting trash, the county‐
wide cleanup served as an educational oppor‐

See CLEAN‑UP, page 6

Valley Water joined forces with the Creek Connections
Action Group to remove litter and debris from creeks
across Santa Clara County on Coastal Cleanup Day.
Photo courtesy of Valley Water.

More than 15,000 volunteers rallied
to remove more than 25,000 pounds
of trash on Coastal Cleanup Day

San Jose on the hunt for
new e-scooter provider
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Cancer survivor Alex Camp and her
husband Kyle, at this year’s Cancer
CAREpoint annual Garden Party. Alex
is AVAC’s Tennis and Pickleball
Office Supervisor. 

AVAC hosts Dink4Pink
fundraiser to fight
against breast cancer
October 4 charity event
brings pickleball community
together to raise $50,000,
benefiting Cancer CARE‑
point, a nonprofit supporting
Bay Area cancer patients,
survivors and families 

By William Bellou
Publisher 

I
n honor of Breast Cancer
Awareness Month, the award‐
winning Almaden Valley Ath‐

letic Club (AVAC), will rally the
community and its love of pickle‐
ball to fight against breast cancer
during its Dink4Pink charity
event held Saturday, October 4th
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

The Heart of the Event 
Every year, thousands of

women are diagnosed with breast
cancer, and it's not just happening
to middle‐aged or older women.
AVAC’s Tennis and Pickleball
Office Supervisor, Alex Camp, was
diagnosed with breast cancer at
35. Considered ‘too young’ for
screenings, which typically start
at 40, she had to advocate hard for
imaging. Soon after, doctors con‐
firmed she had breast cancer that
had already spread to her lymph
nodes despite being in an early
stage. 

While she’s cancer free today,
her journey was one of the most

See DINK4PINK, page 8

San Jose brings 150
homeless neighbors
indoors; removes nearly
300K lbs. of trash 
SEE PAGE 4

More San Jose residents
utilize local recreational
trail following homeless
camps sweep
SEE PAGE 5
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Times Local News

San Jose brings
150 homeless
neighbors
indoors; removes
nearly 300K lbs.
of trash
Dozens more will soon be 
housed in tiny homes,
motel placements

T
he City of San José recently
began clearing Columbus
Park — launching the city’s

largest clean‐up operation in the
last decade. 

When work began, 370 people
occupied the park, including 11
children and over 50 seniors living
in unsafe, unmanaged conditions.
There were also 120 lived‐in vehi‐
cles, the majority of which were
inoperable. 

“As we’ve cleared Columbus,
we’ve removed nearly 100,000
pounds of trash and moved about
40 people indoors – every single
week,” said San José Mayor Matt
Mahan. “This is an incredible
achievement made possible by
many departments working in tan‐

dem to create the change our resi‐
dents have been demanding. We
have a long way to go, but we’re
proving in San Jose that when you
create basic, dignified housing,
require people come indoors and
establish no encampment zones,
we can maintain lasting progress.”

After extensive outreach over a
70‐day period, approximately 65%
of those occupying Columbus Park
had agreed to come indoors as of
last week, and more than 160 peo‐

ple have since moved into shelter
placements. Casa Linda and Fon‐
taine Inn are both now at capacity and
move‐ins will continue this week at
the Alura Hotel, Bristol Hotel and
the Taylor Safe Sleeping Site.  

“The progress at Columbus Park
speaks to our unwavering commit‐
ment to reduce unsheltered home‐
lessness and improve our neighbor‐
hoods,” said City Manager Jennifer
Maguire. “It shows what is possible
when we combine compassion with

action. We are helping residents
move into safer living conditions
while preparing the park to be a
place of pride and belonging for the
entire community.”

Police, Fire and BeautifySJ teams
have since made significant
progress cleaning up the park,
removing nearly 300,000 lbs. of
trash and 110 vehicles from the
area. Potable water distribution
and city outreach services continue
to be offered on site. 
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Unbeatable 
Savings on
HVAC Services!
Schedule Soon & Save Up to $2000!

Free Estimates and Second Opinions for New Heating 
and Cooling Systems

 Many Payment Options to choose from

Service Available Seven Days a Week

Licensed and Professional Technicians

Cooling or Heating 
System Tune Up

on a New Cooling
and Heating System with

our Buy Back Program!

$49 SAVE
UP TO $2000

Price valid for one working unit. Excludes oil fi red systems. Valid at participating 
ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new construction, or commercial 
customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center 
for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred 
and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001.
Offer expires 3/31/2025. License numbers available at americanresidential.com/
licenses. “Operating in the state of California as Greenstar Home Services License #: 
795556, RighTime Home Services License #: 765074, Beutler Air Conditioning and 
Plumbing License #: 795540, Atlas Trillo License #: 742039, ARS License #: 791820”.

Savings requires purchase and installation of select complete heating and cooling 
system. Removal and disposal by Company of existing heating and cooling system 
required. Valid at participating ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new 
construction, or commercial customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior 
sales. Call service center for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or 
transferred and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001.
Offer expires 3/31/2025. License numbers available at americanresidential.com/
licenses. “Operating in the state of California as Greenstar Home Services License #: 
795556, RighTime Home Services License #: 765074, Beutler Air Conditioning and 
Plumbing License #: 795540, Atlas Trillo License #: 742039, ARS License #: 791820”.

Call today! (855) 447-2928

Times Community

By Joyce Chu
San José Spotlight

M
ore San Jose residents are utilizing a
local recreational trail following a city
ban on homeless camps in the area.

That’s according to city data and environ‐
mental advocates, who also say more wildlife is
returning since no encampment zones took
effect last year. San Jose has worked to clear
homeless people living near rivers and creeks
and keep them from coming back. The mayor
has previously said roughly 90% of pollution in
local waterways is caused by homeless
encampments, and the city is under scrutiny to
comply with the Clean Water Act and reduce
pollution in its waterways, or face a fine.

Several cyclists who zipped along the
Guadalupe River Trail near San Jose Mineta
International Airport on Thursday said they’ve
noticed fewer homeless people and encamp‐
ments along the trail.

“The city’s been trying to clean this for years
now,” John Diquisto, one of the cyclists, told San
José Spotlight. “In federal law, they can’t have
all this contamination going into any river sys‐
tem that goes into the bay, so it’s a tough one.”

San Jose began clearing its waterways last
year after the San Francisco Bay Regional
Water Quality Control Board denied the city a
stormwater permit because it was found to be
noncompliant. The city approved a plan last
February to sweep multiple homeless camps
along the Guadalupe River Trail and prevent
people from returning.

Data provided by the city shows Guadalupe
River Trail usage increased by 110% after the
city swept the area from Woz Way to Julian
Street. Usage increased 36% when it cleared
Julian Street to Coleman Avenue. The city con‐
tinued sweeping the trail up to Interstate 880.

A parks department spokesperson said the
city also measured use of the Guadalupe Riv‐
er Trail during peak hours — including week‐
day mornings and evenings — before and
after enacting the no encampment ban.

The city conducts a yearly count of how
many people use its trails, which has gone up
and down over the years and varies by trail.
The Three Creeks Trail near Willow Street
decreased from 414 people using it over a 12‐
hour period in 2022 to 339 in 2024. The
Guadalupe River Trail near Coleman Avenue
has increased from 440 people in 2022 to 569

in 2024.
Jason Su, executive director of nonprofit

Guadalupe River Park Conservancy, said they
are seeing more people fishing along the trail
and there are more sightings of deer and wild
turkeys.

“It’s just all a reminder that this is a wild riv‐
er with the ecosystem through it, and just by
allowing it to thrive, it will show its own evi‐
dence of recovery,” Su told San José Spotlight.

The city has 21 no encampment zones,
including around its eight tiny home sites,
along sections of the Guadalupe River and
Coyote Creek, around public spaces such as
Watson Park and most recently Columbus
Park.

Columbus Park has been home to several
large homeless encampments that have been
cleared over the years. The most recent
sweep started in August, with an estimated
370 people living in the park. It has been
cleared as of Monday. Almost 200 people
have moved into motels recently converted to
house homeless residents.

“The work around Columbus Park is just
one of many,” District 6 Councilmember
Michael Mulcahy, who represents the area,
said at a Thursday news conference. “It’s a
major piece, but just one of many investments
and actions taken to make sure that we can
bring this asset back to its full potential and
deliver it back to the city of San Jose and all of
its citizens as a regional draw.”

Todd Langton, founder of nonprofit Agape
Silicon Valley, said the city did not offer hous‐
ing to most of the homeless people he knew
living along the waterways.

“The creeks and the parks needed to get
cleaned out. But this could have all been pre‐
vented long ago, if we’d put more effort into
taking care of our unhoused,” Langton told
San José Spotlight. “I wish the city would put
as much effort into housing as they put into
cleaning all these spaces.”

Su said in clearing the waterways, people
can utilize and appreciate the beauty of the
city’s natural habitats.

“Through the pandemic, more people have
realized the importance of parks in increas‐
ing public health,” Su said. “All those benefits
to health can only happen when the park is
well maintained and the ecosystem is bal‐
anced, thriving and regenerative.”

San Jose says more cyclists and pedestrians are using the Guadalupe River Trail now that it's
banned homeless people from living near city waterways. Photo by Joyce Chu.

San Jose river trail use up
after homeless sweeps



Scooters
Continued from page 1
to work with city officials to
renew the contract, but San Jose
required Spin to pay a permit fee
for the maximum 1,000 scooters,
which wasn’t financially feasible.

“While we’re of course disap‐
pointed that it came to this, it was
an honor to provide the commu‐
nity’s residents and visitors with
access to eco‐friendly, alternative
transportation options,” Rosen‐
thal told San José Spotlight.

Micromobility devices, such as
e‐bikes, skateboards and scoot‐
ers, were controversial when
they first began popping up, but
companies working alongside
local governments and regulators
have made them more consistent‐
ly accessible. While Spin’s e‐
scooters have disappeared from
San Jose, the city is still part of the
Lyft Bay Wheels program, which
provides rentable e‐bikes at
dozens of stations.

Heyne said Spin asked for a low‐
er scooter number for the addi‐
tional year extension, but the city
rejected the request because it
ran counter to the micromobility
program’s goals to provide acces‐
sible and effective transportation
services.

City data shows people used the
scooters one to two times every

day. The highest number of scoot‐
ers available in one month was
November 2024, when 499 scoot‐
ers could be found throughout
San Jose.

Spin scooters can still be rented
in partnering cities nationwide,
the closest being San Francisco.

Monica Mallon, transit advocate
and San José Spotlight columnist,
said she used the scooters a few
times a month and wanted to use
one last weekend before she saw
the announcement in the app. The
scooters weren’t available in Mal‐
lon’s neighborhood, so she could
only use them when traveling
through more highly trafficked
areas, such as downtown.

Mallon said she’s seen more
people use bikes and scooters on
public transit to reach their final
destination. She said renting a
shared scooter can be more
accessible than buying one,
because the rider doesn’t need to
worry about maintenance or
theft.

Cities across Santa Clara County
have been looking to provide
“last‐mile” connections, to help
residents travel shorter distances
from transit hubs or homes. Santa
Clara and Cupertino jointly con‐
tract with an on‐demand micro
transit ride‐share service, Silicon
Valley Hopper, which Sunnyvale
plans to sign up with soon.

Clean-up
Continued from page 1
tunity, raising awareness about
the impact of litter on local ecosys‐
tems and encouraging sustainable
practices in everyday life.

Valley Water encourages year‐
round community involvement
through its Adopt‐A‐Creek Pro‐
gram, inviting volunteers to help
protect and preserve local water‐
ways. Program partners monitor
trash in their adopted creek seg‐
ments and organize at least two
cleanups annually.

Beyond volunteer cleanups, Val‐
ley Water is committed to reduc‐
ing litter throughout the year.
With programs such as the Good
Neighbor Program, Valley Water
helps remove thousands of
pounds of trash annually from
waterways across the county.
These ongoing efforts play a vital
role in protecting fish and wildlife,
improving water quality and
ensuring our local creeks remain
clean and healthy.

The Coastal Commission reports
that approximately three‐quar‐
ters of the waste collected by vol‐
unteers over the past 40 years is
plastic. Additionally, 80 percent of
the trash collected originates on
land before eventually making its
way into waterways and draining
out to the ocean.
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Senator Cortese’s bill
reducing wildfire risk
while protecting
native plants
approved by assembly 

By Sean Eastwood
Times staff reporter

S
enator Dave Cortese’s (D‐Silicon
Valley) Senate Bill 653 that
defines and promotes environ‐

mentally sensitive vegetation man‐
agement to reduce catastrophic wild‐
fire risk while protecting native plants
and wildlife was passed by the Califor‐
nia Assembly Sept. 8.  The bill now
goes back to the Senate for approval.

This bill was passed as the peak of
California’s year‐round wildfire sea‐
son gets underway running through
the fall including significant risks
from Santa Ana winds in Southern
California.

“My bill about vegetation manage‐
ment is so crucial because it address‐
es a key tension between wildfire pre‐
vention and environmental conserva‐
tion. Senate Bill 653 is a science‐based
approach that eases that tension and
is protective on all fronts," said State
Senator Dave Cortese. “This bill will
help guide state agencies that fund
these projects to prioritize certain
ecological best practices while reduc‐
ing long‐term catastrophic wildfire
risk.” 

WATERWISE

Water challenges
are formidable
By Matthew Frazier

S
an Jose is being confronted
by a set of formidable wa‐
ter challenges. 

The potential for devastating
wildfires continue to bring anxi‐
ety among residents and local
officials alike. 

Although the immediate im‐
pacts of the drought were some‐
what alleviated by statewide
water reserves that had accu‐
mulated from the previous two
wet winters, the precarious sce‐
nario that unfolded warranted
urgent action and a collective
response from the community.

Statewide Water Conditions
California’s overall water supply painted a

mixed picture as July ended. Thanks to two
consecutive winters marked by generous rain‐
fall, reservoir levels across the state were at a
commendable 108% of their historical aver‐
age. This figure offered a temporary sense of
relief amidst the uncertainties; however, as
dry summer conditions settled in, major reser‐
voirs began to release substantial amounts of
water to satisfy various allocations. Particular‐
ly in San Jose, this was a critical juncture for
water management. 

Regional Disparities
The rainfall distribution throughout Cali‐

fornia also revealed alarming disparities.
While Northern California was fortunate
enough to bask in near or above‐average pre‐
cipitation in the lead‐up to summer, San Jose
found itself in stark contrast, experiencing a
severe rainfall deficit. The situation wors‐
ened as Southern California grappled with
dramatically low rainfall levels, amplifying

the risk of drought conditions in
that part of the state. Addition‐
ally, the Sierra Nevada snow‐
pack, a crucial reservoir for
summer runoff, showed signs of
weakness as it slipped below
the average levels late in winter. 

Local San Jose Conditions
Locally, while San Jose man‐

aged to avoid an official drought
declaration, the statistics
revealed a concerning reality:
the city recorded its driest June
in an astonishing 131 years.
This was more than just a
record; it was an alarming indi‐

cation of the severe environmental condi‐
tions we faced. The U.S. Drought Monitor pro‐
vided some reassurance, noting that as of late
July, Santa Clara County remained drought‐
free. Nevertheless, the prevailing dry trends
posed an imminent risk that could swiftly
change the status quo. With every passing
day devoid of significant rainfall, the future of
water security in the region hung in the bal‐
ance.

Wildfire Risk
Compounding these anxieties was the esca‐

lating risk of wildfires ravaging through dry
landscapes, made worse by rising summer
temperatures. Predictions released by the
National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC) indi‐
cated a higher‐than‐normal fire potential in
Northern California for August and Septem‐
ber, amplifying the urgency for enhanced fire
preparedness and robust community safety
measures. The combination of dry vegetation
and high temperatures left many areas vul‐
nerable to fires, leading to increased appre‐
hension among residents regarding fire safe‐
ty in their neighborhoods.

Immediate action is crucial to ensure water
security and mitigate the burgeoning risks of
wildfire as the community enters a prolonged
dry season. The responsibility lies not only on
local agencies but also on individuals and
families to engage in proactive measures that
safeguard precious water resources and pro‐
mote fire safety awareness. 

By embracing a collective spirit of vigilance
and responsibility, the residents of San Jose
can work together to navigate these challeng‐
ing times, fostering a more resilient commu‐
nity that is better equipped to face whatever
environmental hurdles may lie ahead. The
time for action is now, and through coopera‐
tion and preparedness, we can ensure a
brighter, safer future for San Jose. 

Water Wise
Matthew Frazier,
Certified Water

Manager



Party time!
Sam Seibert, a retired captain who served with the San Jose Fire Department for 30 years cel‐
ebrates his 106th birthday celebration at the San Jose Fire Museum on Aug. 26. Siebert is most
likely the oldest known living firefighter in the United States. “The years have been good to
me,” says Seibert, who retired in 1976. He was joined by generations of family and friends. 
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Dink4Pink
Continued from page 1
challenging life events she’s had to navi‐

gate. Cancer CAREpoint, a local nonprofit
offering free support and resources to
patients, survivors, families and care‐
givers, was a vital part of her support sys‐
tem. 

“Dink4Pink is a full circle moment for
me,” said Alex Camp, cancer survivor and
AVAC’s Tennis and Pickleball Office Super‐
visor. “A year ago, I never imagined I’d be
here. I’m deeply grateful for the chance to
give back to Cancer CAREpoint, an organi‐
zation that’s very close to my heart. I
encourage everyone to sign up for the
Dink‐a‐Thon and help us reach our goal of
$50,000 to make a real impact in the fight
against breast cancer!”  

Dink‑a‑Thon: Rally to Raise $50,000
The charity event’s main draw is the

Dink‐a‐Thon, a pledge‐based fundraiser
that encourages participants to gather “per
game pledges” before the event. On game
day, they will have a 10‐hour window of
open play to get as many games in as they
can, using their pledges as incentives. The
event aims to raise $50,000, with all pro‐

ceeds going towards Cancer CAREpoint.
All levels are welcome, including begin‐

ners. AVAC will host complimentary
beginner clinics for adults and juniors (8
and older). Those who want more action
can sign up to play in a one‐point tourna‐
ment where the first to win a single point
advances to the next round, making it any‐
one’s game. 

Cheer, Watch & Connect 
If you want to support the cause without

playing come cheer on Dink‐a‐Thon par‐
ticipants, watch exhibition matches fea‐
turing local pros, bid in the silent auction,
or try your luck in the raffle. Cancer CARE‐
point representatives will also be onsite,
sharing resources and answering ques‐
tions.

“Whether cancer has touched your life
or you simply want to support a meaning‐
ful cause, Dink4Pink is the place to be,”
said Josh, Director of Tennis and Pickleball
at AVAC. “The event honors AVAC’s tradi‐
tion of bringing the community together
and giving back to life‐changing causes.
We hope to see you there!” 

For more information or to register for
the Dink‐a‐Thon and start collecting
pledges, visit www.avac. us/dink4pink

O'Brien's Ice
Cream Parlor
reopens 
S

tep back in time and treat yourself as
O’Brien’s Ice Cream Parlor at History
Park has reopened! 

Originally a much beloved neighborhood
spot in San José, the real O’Brien’s first opened
its doors in 1874 and quickly became known
for its charm and friendly service. The tradi‐
tion lives on inside the  historic re‐creation,
where hand‐scooped ice cream brings the
past to life.

O’Brien’s is once again serving up a sweet
taste of nostalgia—this time with hand‐

scooped favorites from Santa Cruz’s own Mar‐
ianne’s Ice Cream. 

Try O’Brien’s new HSJ taffy mixes! The
Orchard Mix includes Sakauye Farmhouse
Pear, Dawsons Canned Peaches & Arbuckle
Apple, and the History San José mix features
Light Tower Lime, Peralta's Prickly Pear &
O'Brien's Vanilla Cone.



Future of East San
Jose youth center
uncertain after fire

By Lorraine Gabbert
San José Spotlight

A
devastating fire that recently gutted a
vacant youth center in East San Jose
hasn’t diminished the community’s

desire to restore it for future use.
The former Mexican American Community

Services Agency (MACSA) building burned
down Friday, breaking the hearts of Eastside
advocates who want to revitalize and reuse the
space. The Alum Rock Union School District,
which owns the property, held an emergency
meeting the next day to authorize assessing
what remediation and possible demolition
needs to occur. The San Jose Fire Department
is still investigating the cause of the fire. 

“There is a substantial amount of debris,”
Rogelio Ruiz, district legal counsel, said at the
meeting. “There are tall standing structures
that are burned out that are leaning. There is
asbestos contained in building materials …
and potentially some lead as well. All of these
materials are in a very tight and close com‐
munity, and of course, in proximity to the
classrooms (at Renaissance Academy at
Mathson).”

The emergency designation — approved
unanimously by the board of trustees —
allows the district to skip the two‐month bid
process to select who will handle the work. It
also needs approval from Santa Clara County
Superintendent of Schools David Toston. Dis‐
trict officials expect to have structural engi‐
neers at the site this week.

“We failed this community in so many ways
already,” Trustee Corina Herrera‐Loera told
San José Spotlight, adding she was speaking
for herself and not the board. “We must clean
that up as soon as possible so our community
can have a clean space and hopefully one day
rebuild so our community can enjoy it again.”

Jessica Paz‐Cedillos, co‐executive director of
the School of Arts and Culture at Mexican Her‐
itage Plaza and San José Spotlight columnist, is
determined to rebuild MACSA. Her group is
part of the Si Se Puede Collective, which has
been working to partner with the school dis‐
trict on managing a revitalized facility.

“This fire does not erase our vision for MAC‐
SA,” she told San José Spotlight. 

“This is our moment to come together, to
work with the district and our cross‐sector
partners, to restore and rebuild. What rises
from these ashes must reflect the resilience,
brilliance and leadership of East San Jose.” 

The MACSA youth center, which has been
empty for about a decade, was built with state
funds. Alum Rock Union School District leased
the land to the nonprofit for 52 years for $1
per year, but when the property was turned
over to the school district in 2016, it was in a
state of disrepair.

When the district received bids to renovate
the building in 2017, the lowest bid was $6.9
million, more than the district could afford. As
construction escalated, renovation costs sky‐
rocketed between $25 million and $30 mil‐
lion. The district engaged in partnership dis‐
cussions with Gardner Health Services, Good‐
will of Silicon Valley and San Francisco State
University to no avail.

East San Jose school district seeks part‑
ner to save former youth center

In 2023, the district chose a 23‐acre site
adjacent to the MACSA youth center to build
workforce housing, which would require
demolishing the building. That kicked off
efforts to save the site.

Investing in the youth center is personal for
District 5 Councilmember Peter Ortiz, who
represents the area. He said MACSA played a
major role in his life as a gang‐impacted
youth, with ethnic studies classes teaching
him positive things about his culture.

“There hasn’t been a lot of historical invest‐
ment on the Eastside,” Ortiz told San José
Spotlight. “This represented a promise to this
community. The people feel like that promise
is shattered, but I’m not ready to say that yet.
Now is not the time to raise our white flags.
Now is the time to come together … and advo‐
cate for a new solution.”

He said he recently secured $500,000 in city
funding to restore MACSA, which he believes
is more than just a building.

“It was a promise and a vision for East San
Jose that we will get the equitable services
that we are deserved,” he said. “That we will
get all of the programs, resources and finan‐
cial support that was denied to our parents,
that was denied to our ancestors.”

Victor Vasquez, co‐executive director of
SOMOS Mayfair, which is part of the Si Se
Puede Collective, wants to see the district
recommit to a new youth center. He spoke at
a vigil at MACSA after the fire, where residents
placed flowers along the fence line to mark
the loss of the building — still a symbol of
resilience and cultural pride for the commu‐
nity.

“(The district has) an opportunity to restore
hope in our community,” he said. “That cen‐
ter’s for their students. The kids still need a
gym. They still need a field. They still need a
library. They still need a place to hangout and
feel safe. We’re not going to give up. We’re
inviting them to be part of something greater
than all of us. That building is sacred.”
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Times Community News

A fire engulfed the former Mexican American Community Services Agency youth center building in
East San Jose on Aug. 29, 2025. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.
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Times In Memory

Willow Glen Times
Your Community Resource.

Ernest (Ernie)
Anthony Lima
June 17, 1941 ‑September 6, 2025
Graduate of Willow Glen High School

R
esident of San Jose Ernest (Ernie)
Anthony Lima passed away peace‐
fully on September 6, 2025, at the

age of 84. He is survived by his beloved
wife of 61 years, Linda; his sons Stephen
(David), Michael (Alayne), and Shawn; and
his cherished grandchildren, Sarah Ann
and Jacob. Ernie was predeceased by his
parents, Anthony and Ann Lima, and his

brother, Tony Lima.
A passionate saxophonist, Ernie’s love

for music defined his life and inspired
many. He devoted 40 years to teaching
music in the MHUSD, leading students on
memorable trips from Europe to Disney‐
land and sharing the joy of music wherev‐
er he went. Ernie graduated from Willow
Glen High School and San Jose State Uni‐
versity, where he earned the John Phillip
Souza award in 1959 and graduated with
honors. He also served proudly in the Air
Force National Guard Band.

In retirement, Ernie continued to share
his music, performing at retirement
homes, enjoyed flying kites, playing golf,
and attending Sons of Sicily dinners. He
was an avid Bay Area sports fan and car
enthusiast, passions he shared with his
sons and grandchildren. Above all, Ernie
was a devoted husband, father, grandfa‐
ther, teacher, and friend, always support‐
ing his family’s activities and cherishing
time spent together.

Ernie’s legacy endures through the
music he shared, the lessons he taught, and
the memories he created. In lieu of flowers,
the family requests donations in Ernie’s
name to the San Jose Jazz Education Fund
or a charity of your choice. As per his wish‐
es, no service will be held. Ernie will be
deeply missed and fondly remembered by
all who knew him.
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Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

LIVING HOPE 
APOSTOLIC MIN-
ISTRIES
https://www.
livinghopeam.org
2650 Aborn Rd. 
San Jose, CA 95135
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Bible Study” (Group
Study Room) every
Saturday at 12:00pm
OUR MISSION: Evan-
gelizing our commu-
nity and the world
with the gospel of
Jesus Christ. OUR
MINISTRY:  Training
ministers on how to
use their love for God
to reach those in
need of His love.
OUR PASSION:
Transforming lives
within our community
with God’s love.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave.
San Jose, CA 95120.
The Rev. Shelley
Booth Denney, Rector
Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful
followers of Jesus
Christ. Through wor-
ship, study, fellow-

ship and outreach, we
strive to nur ture and
grow a strong faith
community of believ-
ers, a family of all
ages, where each
member feels wel-
comed, loved, valued
and empowered to
serve. Children are
especially welcomed
and cherished as an
important par t of
God's family.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsan-
jose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum"
the English meaning is
"Peace be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who
are Muslims, and what
is the Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and
way of life. Islam began
in the 7th century. Peo-
ple who follow Islam
are known as Muslims.
The Quran is the Divine
book that guides Mus-
lims to practice Islam. 

"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English
meaning is " May Allah
(swt) protect you and
your family".
Please visit our website
to learn more.
GRACE CHURCH OF

EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.Com
408-274-1200 
See you on Facebook.
2650 Aborn Rd at
Kettmann, across from
the Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 55 years. 
John Goldstein Pastor.
john@GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.com. Christian
worship every Sunday
at 11am. Together we
build better lives and a
better community.
Music Institute
(408)791 7772. After
School Piano, Violin,
Other classical Instru-
ments.
PreSchool, Ages 2-6
Caring for your child
with God’s love and
affection.
Check our website for
current activities.

HOLY SPIRIT
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our mem-

bers. If you are looking
for an active Christian
faith community, we
invite you to experience
Holy Spirit Parish Com-
munity. All are wel-
come! We are located
at 1200 Redmond
Avenue, San Jose, CA
95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m.
Monday - Friday. Our
weekend Mass sched-
ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 6
p.m. Rite of Reconcilia-
tion is every Saturday
at 4 p.m. or by appoint-
ment. Our Parish Office
is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to
speak with someone in
our parish office. 
SAN JOSE 
GURDWARA

3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148
The word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or

"student." A Sikh is a
practitioner of the faith
founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak
in Punjab of old British
India.  A Guru who is a
"teacher" or "enlighten-
er" completes the rela-
tionship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of
all men and women.
Sikhs believe in three
basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of
God (praying), earning
a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor
with others. Currently
there  are close to one
million Sikhs living in
the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs
living around the world.
Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all.
We pray daily for peace
and prosperity for
everybody in the world.
Come to visit and enjoy
Langer (food) in our
kitchen which is open
365 days of the year
and serves comple-
mentary vegetarian
meals.  We also
encourage you to enter
our history room on
site and walk the beau-
tiful grounds. Learn

more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www.
SanJoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF
ASSISI CATHOLIC
CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofas-
sisi.com 
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join
our community of faith
located in the Ever-
green area of San Jose.
We are an inclusive
diverse community
striving to serve as Dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayer-
ful and joyful liturgies;
evangelization, fellow-
ship, and service
opportunities to the
community. We offer
spiritual opportunities
for all ages, including
children's liturgy,
dynamic E.C.H.O - Jr.
High, IGNITE - High
School and North Star -
Young Adult Ministries,
along with small faith
communities and
opportunities to help
the poor and marginal-
ized of San Jose. Our
Preschool is the only
Catholic Preschool

offering quality family
oriented service in the
Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our
Chapel, Gathering Hall,
Parish Office, Mission
Center, Parish Gift
Shop, Memorial Garden
and Preschool are all
located at 5111 San
Felipe Rd. Please come
join us to worship at
one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday
5:00PM, Sunday 8:30
AM, 10:30 AM, 12:30
PM, 4:00 PM (Mass in
Vietnamese), 6:00 PM
Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi
Gathering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo
Mass - Second Sunday
of the month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated
Community (Cribari
Auditorium) Sunday
8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission

Center open M-F 9:00
AM -12:00 PM; 1:00
PM - 4:00 PM. Come
join us and share your
presence with us so
that together we may
grow and share our
gifts to help build God's
Kingdom!
THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 

English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

To place a worship 

listing, email 

times@

timesmediainc.com

Jewelry

Painting

I Buy Comic Books.
Cash Paid. Alex 
(408) 393‑1385

Buy/Sell

TimesClassifieds

Employment

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST
Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's in

International Trade related. $62421/yr, 
Pumyang Shipping America

Inc., 3494 Depot Rd, 
Hayward, CA 94545

Reflections Mausoleum 
For sale 254C double crypt in the beauti-
ful Refections Mausoleum at Los Gatos
Memorial Park. The crypt is a perfect
location, just above eye level.  Price:

29,500. The Cemetery will make all trans-
fers. (408) 455- 8696 Tony Ranieri; One-

GolfingWino@gmail.com

Shoe Repair
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