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Pheasant numbers surge in Minnesota to a 50 percent rise from last year

Pheasant numbers are

soaring, which is great news
for Minnesota’s hunters and
wildlife enthusiasts. Accord-
ing to the 2025 Minnesota
August Roadside Survey, the
state’s pheasant population
has jumped nearly 50 per-
cent from 2024, a welcome
boost for the upcoming hunt-
ing season.

State wildlife experts are
attributing the increase to
a combination of milder
winter conditions, which
helped hens survive the

cold months, and a drier,
warmer spring that created
ideal conditions for nest-
ing and brood-rearing. The
statewide pheasant index for
2025 stands at 75 birds per
100 miles of roads driven,
up from 51 in 2024, signal-
ing a remarkable recovery.
But it’s not just the overall
numbers that are impressive.
Every region in Minnesota
saw a significant increase
in pheasant populations,
with the Southeast region
leading the charge — up by
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CROW WING COIINTY LANDFILL

Qpen Monday Friday
8am - 430pm

The'Following Items are Accepted

The landfill is open only to residents of Crow

Wing County for recycling and disposal needs.

- Free oil, oil filter, and antifreeze recycling
at the landfill and several drop-off
locations withing the County. Visit our
webpage for drop off locations:
www.crowwing.gov/recycling

- Demolition materials may be
disposed in the demolition landfill
for a fee

- Large appliances, electronics, tires
with or without rims, and scrap
metals can be disposed at the site
for a nominal fee for recycling.

a staggering 189 percent.
The Southwest region also
saw a sharp increase of 86
percent, followed by strong
gains in the East Central (82
percent), South Central (40
percent), and Central (33
percent) regions.

For many Minnesotans,
this means a better chance
to spot those iconic, col-
orful birds as they take to
the fields. According to the
DNR, the regions with the
highest pheasant numbers
include the Southwest (152
birds per 100 miles), South
Central (82 birds per 100

miles), and West Central (76
birds per 100 miles), areas
that are already popular
among hunters.

As hunters prepare for the
season’s opener, it’s import-
ant to remember the regula-
tions. Hunters are allowed to
use shotguns with no shell
limit, but only .22 caliber
rimfire rifles or handguns
are permitted for pheasant
hunting. Also, hunters 16
and older — both residents
and non-residents — must
possess a valid small game
license to hunt pheasants,
while residents and non-res-

idents between the ages of
18-64 also need a pheasant
stamp.

If you're 65 or older, good
news: residents don’t need
the pheasant stamp but do
need a small game license
(which is available at a re-
duced price). Non-residents
aged 65 and up need both a
pheasant stamp and a small
game license.

The season officially kicks
off at 9 a.m. on Saturday, Oc-
tober 11. Whether you're an
experienced hunter or new
to the sport, it's shaping up to
be a great year in the fields.

For those looking to dive
into the details, the Minneso-
ta Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) has released
a full report of the August
roadside survey, along with
a pheasant hunting prospects
map. You can check it out at
the DNR’s pheasant hunting
page: DNR Pheasant Hunt-
ing Information.

As pheasant numbers rise
across the state, hunters and
nature lovers alike can look
forward to another exciting
season of bird watching,
hunting, and appreciating
the state’s vibrant wildlife.

Cottontail rabbit numbers jump in Minnesota

Cottontail rabbit numbers
in Minnesota are experi-
encing a significant surge.
According to the 2025 August
Roadside Survey, the state’s
cottontail rabbit population
has boomed, with the rabbit
index rising to 15 rabbits per
100 miles — nearly double
last year’s count of nine rab-
bits per 100 miles. And that's
not all: this year’s numbers
exceed both the 10-year and
long-term averages, which
sit at just six rabbits per 100
miles.

For hunters and nature
lovers, this means plenty
of opportunities to spot the
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furry twitchy-tailed creatures
across the state.

Minnesota’s rabbit popula-
tion has been on the upswing,
and this year’s data is partic-
ularly encouraging. The East
Central region leads the pack
with an impressive 42 rabbits
per 100 miles, a number that's
sure to excite hunters in the
area. But the rabbitboom isn't
limited to just one region —
the Southwest, South Central,
and Southeast regions are
also showing strong rabbit
numbers, each reporting over
17 rabbits per 100 miles.

For those looking to ven-
ture into these regions, the

e EXTERIOR
° INTERIOR
* STAINING
o LOG HOMES

conditions are prime for
both hunting and wildlife
watching.

Experts point to a combina-
tion of factors contributing to
this year’s surge in cottontail
numbers. A mild winter likely
helped boost survival rates for
young rabbits, while favor-
able spring weather created
ideal conditions for breeding
and raising young. Healthy
habitat, including abundant
vegetation and food sources,
also plays a critical role in
supporting rabbit popula-
tions.

The result? A thriving rabbit
population across the state,

ready for hunters when the
season opens.

Rabbit hunting season is
open throughout the state,
and this year’s increased
rabbit numbers promise to
make for a more successful
and enjoyable experience.
While hunters prepare for
the season, it’s essential to
follow all state regulations to
ensure a safe and sustainable
harvest. Specific rules can
be found on the Minnesota
Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) website at
https:/files.dnr.state.mn.us/
recreation/hunting/pheasant/
roadside_survey.pdf.
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(0] VLV TR R A AV 3\ Sy Hunters to help track game birds

October

4th - St. John’s Lutheran Church Bazaar, Aitkin, 9-2. All are welcome to enjoy lunch, Grandma’s and
Grandpa’s attic, crafts, bake sale, and produce sale.

11th - Cuyuna Lakes Fall Fest 2025, noon-4 p.m., face painting, trunk-or-treat, games, vendors and more
in Crosby Memorial Park on Serpent Lake.

13th - Unlimited Learning program by Hillary Swanson, the Executive Director of the Crow Wing County
Historical Society, on Hortense McKay: Bataan Jungle Angel. The program starts at 1:30 p.m. at
Heartwood Senior Living in Crosby. It’'s free for members and $10.00 for non-members.

17th & 18th - Ruttger’s Oktoberfest. Traditional German food, beverages, entertainment, arts and crafts
whow. Call 218-678-4673 or e-mail craft.fair @ ruttgers.com.

18th - Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church Fall Bazaar, 9 a.m.- 2 p.m. All are welcome for crafts,
lefse, bake sale, and lunch. Located at 10583 U S Highway 169, Garrison (1 mile north of Garrison

on Hwy. 169.)

Send your community events to hopper@croshyironton.net

READERZRIBBETS

Senate’s violence prevention group

Recently | was asked to
take part in two meetings
of the Senate’s violence
prevention working group
that the Democrat co-chair
described as, “...not an
official body of the State
Senate...It's an ad-hoc cre-
ation...it’s not defined by
statute or at the directive of
any legislative proposal...no
quorum is necessary, and no
official action can be taken.”
Unfortunately, the chair’s
own statement leads me to
believe it was created and
called purely for political
reasons.

We heard from the parents
whose children experienced
the horror at Annunciation
church and school. Their
words were heartbreaking,
and their testimony has been
seared into me. One mother
described sprinting toward
the school after hearing the
shots, praying her children
were alive. Another father
shared that his daughter still
carries bullet fragments in
her head. Others spoke of
fear that now shadows their
families in everyday life.
| could not hold back my
tears. | admire their courage
in speaking out.

[ went into these hearings
hoping that we could set
aside politics and focus on
finding common ground
about how to make our
schools safer. Instead, the
hearings showed how divid-
ed we remain. Democrats
put forward a long list of
proposals, most of them
focused on new gun and
gun ownership restrictions.
When Republicans raised
questions about the legality,
Constitutionality, or effec-
tiveness of these ideas, or
when we suggested other

approaches, our motives
and sincerity were ques-
tioned.

That was disheartening,
because | do believe ev-
eryone in the legislature
wants safe schools and
safe communities. Where
we differ is in how to get
there. Unfortunately, some
of those exchanges had a
“my way or the highway”
feel to them; as in, if you
don’t support banning cer-
tain weapons or limiting the
second amendment rights of
law-abiding citizens, you
don’t care about kids.

Nothing could be further
from the truth. There are a
lot of ways we can keep kids
safe. If you need convinc-
ing, look no further than
what happened in 2023.

Minnesota Catholic bish-
ops wrote a letter to Gov.
Walz pleading with him to
allow nonpublic schools,
like Annunciation, to re-
ceive school safety aid. Sen-
ate Republicans tried to ex-
pand safe schools funding to
nonpublic schools in 2020,
2021, 2022, and 2023.

Senate Republicans
proposed providing $300
million for all Minnesota
schools to make critical
safety upgrades.

There was a proposal to
create a $50 million school
building and cyber security
grant program that would
help keep schools safe.

Unfortunately, Demo-
crats and Gov. Walz reject-
ed these common-sense
ideas. The legislature did
create the school building
and cyber security grant
program, but at about half
of the requested funding
level and they excluded
nonpublic schools.
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But that is not the end
of this story. We have a
new opportunity to do the
right thing. Revisiting the
Catholic bishops’ request
can be an easy first step
toward finding more com-
mon ground. We should do
that right away next session,
and prioritize proposals
that should be bipartisan:
strengthening school safe-
ty, providing funding for
School Resource Officers,
expanding access to mental
health care, and ensuring
violent criminals face seri-
ous consequences.

This could be a transfor-
mational moment for our
state and for the safety of
our children. But we have
a choice: we can continue
with hearings primarily
conducted to score political
points and proposals that
clearly and obviously do not
have enough support from
either side of the aisle. Or,
we can come together. We
can use this moment to find
areas of agreement. We can
forget the extreme proposals
and prioritize ideas we can
get done that will actually
keep kids and families safe.

Every child deserves to
feel safe in the classroom,
and every parent deserves
peace of mind when they
send their child to school.
That will remain my focus,
and I will keep working for
solutions that protect fami-
lies across Minnesota while
also protecting the rights of
law-abiding gun owners.

Sincerely,

Senator Keri Heintzeman

Minnesota Senate,
District 6

The Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources (DNR)
is encouraging hunters to
voluntarily log details about
their outings for species like
ruffed grouse, woodcock,
pheasants, prairie chickens,
and partridge. It's part of
an ongoing effort to collect
real-world data directly from
the field to complement the
DNR’s regular wildlife mon-

itoring programs.

Hunters who participate
are asked to log key informa-
tion from each hunt, includ-
ing: date, species pursued, if
the hunter was using a dog,
total hours hunted, number
of birds flushed, number of
birds harvested, and ages
of any pheasants harvested.
Hunters are also asked to re-
port the location of their hunt

including: the county and if
the hunt was on a wildlife
management area, a hunter
walking trail or a Walk-In
Access program area.

Logging your hunt is sim-
ple. Hunters can use the
DNR’s online field log, ac-
cessible via web browser or
mobile app. dnr.state.mn.us/
wildlife/sightings/upland-
field-log.html

Crosby resident attendance pathetic

It was disappointing that
the Crosby town hall meet-
ing put on by Mayor Diane
Cash was so poorly attended.
Not real surprising though is
that not one of our council
members bothered to attend.
Diane, along with our new
city administrator Trish, did
an outstanding job both pre-
senting info and answering
questions concerning a wide
array of subjects, upcoming
projects, etc.

Their transparency, and di-
rect dialogue was refreshing.
Even though | don’t necessar-
ily agree with some aspects of
these upcoming projects and
of course blatantly disagree
with the forced continuation
of taxpayer support to the
Hallet Community Center
based on the idealism that it
makes certain businesses—
most of whom are chamber
members a lot of money,
especially during hockey

(Published in NewsHopper
Saturday, Oct. 4, 11,
& 18, 2025)
LIBBY TOWNSHIP
BOARD MEETING
The Libby Township Board
will meet at 1:00 p.m. on Tues-
day, October 21, 2025 at the
Palisade Community Center.
Township supervisor Tom An-
derson may attend remotely
via phone or Zoom. The pur-
pose of this meeting shall be
to discuss and decide mat-
ters that may come before the
board.
Dated this 16th day
of September, 2025
Jane Grimsbo Jewett
Clerk, Libby Township
2.95
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Landscape Design and Installation
Landscape Remodel ¢ Landscape Repair
Paver Patios and Walkways
Paver Cleaning and Repair
Retaining Walls
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AUCTION
34996 480th St., Palisade, MN 56469-2254

Upcoming Auctions:

e Thurs., Oct. 9, 10a.m. - Moose Lake, MN
Estate of Don Erickson | Jan Erickson, Owner

SERVICE

e Sun., Oct. 26, 10a.m. - Aitkin, MN
Estate of Roger Burgstaler

Work, Hord, - el HRight

For more information visit our website:

www.reinhardtauctions.com
Contact us today to discuss your auction options
218- 845-2260 | info@reinhardtauctions.com

CONTRACTORS

Radtke Remodeling & Construction
Custom Built Homes e Remodeling e Garages
Pole Buildings e

New Additions e
General Contracting
Dean Radtke, Aitkin.

season—I was appreciative of
her efforts towards explain-
ing its assessments, goals,
partnerships, etc.

Still it is alarming that only
seven of our roughly 2,400
residents cared enough to at-
tend this event, because they
truly were seeking public
input. One attendee though
might have been a paid local
press member, joined by a
non-resident, chamber mem-
ber business owner, so actu-
al resident attendance was
pathetic. When current and
future infrastructure projects,
our city’s essential public ser-
vice and safety departments
budgets and the continued
lop sided support of the li-
brary and want to be hockey
camp will continue to effect

every Crosby resident for
quite some time, be it through
taxes, inconveniences, etc., |
fail to understand why more
people didn't capitalize on
this opportunity. With little or
no educated public feedback,
our city council will contin-
ue to put their own agendas
over our residents needs and
desires.

And why shouldn’t they?
No one seems to care.

Also, after briefly talking
with our new city administra-
tor on a couple of occasions,
and witnessing her actually
follow through on things we
discussed, | feel Crosby has
finally found a confident,
caring and non-biased city
administrator.

Chris Ryan, Crosby

JANZEN AUCTIONEERS

JANZEN AUCTION CENTER

942 - 2" Street NW, Aitkin, MN
1 mile west of the stoplights in Aitkin

(Watch for signs) 10% Buyers Premium

Saturday, October 11" « 9 a.m.

Online bidding available at www.proxibid.com/janzen

VEHICLES: 2014 Chevy Silverado Pickup, 5.3L V8, 4WD, Leather interior, 188,441 miles,
2012 Chevy Suburban 5.3L V8 Z71 4WD leather interior w/147,225 miles, 2006 Chevy
Silverado 5.3L V8 4WD w/273,575 miles excellent runner, 2016 Chevy Cruze 1.4 L
W/71,600 great condition good runner (has prior salvage title, 2008 Ford F150 Crew Cab
5.4L Triton w/228,850 miles, 2012 Dodge Caravan 3.6 L w/54,613, 1993 Ford F150 4.9L
in line 6 Cylinder, 4WD, manual transmission,109,862 miles, 1998 Dodge dump truck,
Cummings Diesel, 1994 Ford F700 flat bed truck 7.0L, manual transmission w/118,884
miles, 8x17 bed, 2001 Volvo 4 door gas car 107,000 miles TRAVEL TRAILER: 2007
KZRV LP Jag 27 ft. travel trailer w/slide out, had leak in roof (comes with sway bars,
BOATING PACKAGES & RELATED: 1997 Crestliner 17 ft. Boat on w/90HP Evinrude
OB, Minnkota trolling motor & depth finder on good EZ Loader trailer, 1983 Lund 14 ft.
fishing boat w/8 HP Yamaha OB motor on trailer, 1973 Starcraft boat w/100 HP Mariner
motor, Minnkota trolling motor on trailer, Starcraft 14 ft. fishing boat w/25 HP Yamaha
OB on trailer, Newman 50 ft. three section aluminum dock w/composite decking, Vibo
Pontoon lift 9x16 interior measurement w/newer canopy ATV’S & SNOWMOBILES:
2022 Can AM Commander XT 700 side by side w/only 235 miles 43 hours, w/front winch
(immaculate condition), 2016 Polaris Ranger 570 w/winch & front windshield 12,700 miles,
1997 Polaris Sportsman 400 four wheeler, needs battery & carb attention 2163 miles,
2008 Polaris Dragon 600 Snowmobile 667 miles very clean, 1999 SkiDoo Touring SLE
two up snowmobile Rotax 500 MOTORCYCLES: 2003 Harley Davidson Heritage Classic
Soft Tail 1450CC “Black on Black” 100th Anniversary Edition W/32,000 miles (excellent
condition), 2007 Yamaha Tour Deluxe Motorcycle w/saddle bags red raven color 67,983
miles QUICK ATTACHMENTS: Halverson HWP 120 quick attach wood processor w/log
extension, Quick Attach ASV 4 ft. brush mower (new never used), 8 ft. Quick attach snow
pusher, John Deere 6 ft. dirt bucket (global carrier system), John Deere Euro Uni-Tach
model 5219G, 6 ft. quick attach dirt bucket (like new condition), 46 in. Quick attach hitch
receiver, 38 in. Three point counterweight box, Concrete pour bucket (hoist style) 4 %% ft.
3 Point back blade, 3 Point PTO driven brush mower WHEEL FISH HOUSES: 6x11 V
nose crank down wheel fish house w/tongue & groove interior, TV, cabinet storage &
propane stove, 6x12 Wood sided crank down wheel fish house w/two bunks & propane
furnace, 6 %2 x 9 ft. crank down wheelhouse 4 hole w/white plastic water resistant walls
TRAILERS: Ridgeline 12 ft. aluminum UTV trailer w/ramp & 6 deck tie downs (very little
use), 7x12 ft. Tandem axle equipment trailer, diamond plate bed w/ramps, 7x16 ft. Tan-
den axle equipment trailer, wood bed, pintle hitch, 6x10 Snow Bear utility trailer w/ramp,
8x12 Two place V front snowmobile trailer TRACTORS: Farmall 560 tractor w/loader
odometer reads 2156 hours, Allis Chalmers D17 Gas Tractor odometer reads 1400 hours
FIREARMS: Approximately 35 quality firearms , Names of Remington, SKB, Winchester,
Savage, Marlin, Springfield Kel-Tec & More LAWN & GARDEN: 2019 Husqvarna 354XD
riding lawn tractor 54 in. cut 212 hours, Cub Cadet GT2542 riding lawn tractor w/bagger
system 363 hours, DR All Terrain Walk behind mower 15 HP Kawasaki motor like new
condition), Toro 52 in. walk behind mower w/leaf vacuum attachment 15 HP Kohler engine,
Craftsman YT2200 riding lawn tractor w/bagger system on utility trailer, John Deere lawn
tractor pull style thatcher, John Deere Trimming mower like new & other trimming mowers
like new, Stihl battery & gas powered weed trimmers, Toro 521 walk behind snowblower
& other snowblowers, Yardman 7HP 24 in. walk behind snowblower, Various sized lawn
& garden trailers, Chipper Shredder on wheels GARAGE TOOLS & RELATED: Miller
Trailblazer 325 EFI multi process welder, Wacker Neuson BS60-4 compactor, Essick
M7 cement mixer, Honda Generator on wheels, Approximately 30 fiberglass extension &
step ladders of all different sizes, New Scaffolding section w/platform & wheels, Dewalt
compound miter saw, Craftsman table saw, Craftsman 4 in. vertical belt sander, Power
glide 9 in. band saw, Kennedy tool chest on wheels, Craftsman floor model drill press,
Campbell Hausfeld pressure washer, Shop Vacs, Skilsaw table saw, Numerous Corded
power tools, Chicago electric chainsaw sharpener like new, John Deere 100amp battery
charger on wheels SPORTING GOODS: Otter Lodge fish house w/hitch, cover & plastic
runners on sled, Mercury 8HP OB motor, long shaft w/manual like new condition, Prep
Pal heavy duty mixer model PPM-10, LEM food dehydrator, Gas ice augers like new,
Summer fishing rods & reels, Blaze orange & camo hunting clothing, Numerous Styrofoam
vintage duck decoys ITEMS OF INTEREST: Sundance McKinley 680 four-person hot
tub with cover, comes with all chemicals/cleaner, 150 Gallon propane tank, Hundreds of
pairs of new gloves, leather, choppers, rubber, hunting & work gloves, New trailer axle
w/hubs, Custom built steel wheel park bench, (5) Collectible metal lawn chairs, Older
gas pump, Approximately 50 beer taps of different flavors, Numerous Red Wing crocks,
glass butte HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE & RELATED: Stainless rectangle table and 8
chairs (very nice condition), Numerous framed wildlife pictures, some Les Kouba, Maas
& other renowned artists, Norwegian Rosemaling truck from the 1800’s, Large oak table
w/2 leaves & matching chairs, Chest & upright freezers, Smaller refrigerator freezer
combo, Clean upholstered furniture,
Pine end tables & shelving pieces,
Glass display cabinets, Oak dresser
& chest of drawers

BOB, JEREMY & ASSOCIATES - Aitkin
89 Years of Quality and Professionalism
218-927-4488 or 218-851-0879 cell « jerjanzen77 @gmail.com

proxibid

Please visit our websites: www.janzenauctions.com
or www.midwestauctions.com/janzen
for full auction line up, photos and directions
Like us on Facebook @ Janzen Auctioneers

Hoppers Helper's Service Directory

FLOORING

JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding,
Refinishing e Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576
Check Me Out On Facebook

Insulation

Lic. #20108758

www.radtkeremodelingconstruction.com

218-678-3403 218-839-6103

2024w39

WEeBSITES

STELLAR WEB PROS Website, SEO & Digital Design
Agency in the Lakes Area - Offering high-quality,
budget-friendly websites for businesses and organi-
zations. Contact us for your FREE no-obligation site
design proposal today. StellarWebPros.com

SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES
5 lines for $20.00 per week

4 lines for $16.00 per week
3 lines for $12.00 per week




4 October 4, 2025

NewsHopper™

www.NewsHopper.net

Area churches rally to support The Bridge on 7th overnight shelter

Two local churches are
extending a helping hand
to neighbors in need — and
they’re inviting the commu-
nity to do the same.

Immaculate Heart Church
in Crosslake and St. Em-
ily Church in Emily have
launched a donation drive
to support The Bridge on
7th, an overnight shelter
in Brainerd operated by
Bridges of Hope. The shelter,
which opened its doors on
September 1 for the season,

provides safe, overnight
housing for individuals
experiencing homeless-
ness — and the need for
supplies is great.

To meet that need,

parishioners and com- %
munity members are ‘w

encouraged to drop off
donations in the green
box located in the nar-
thex at Immaculate Heart
Church. Donations are deliv-
ered to the shelter weekly,
ensuring consistent support

@

Ps aat

for guests and shelter staff.
From daily essentials to

seasonal clothing, the shel-

ter is currently requesting the

=

following: dryer sheets,
deodorant, toilet paper,
garbage bags, paper
towels, bleach, laundry
detergent, sugar, coffee,
non-dairy creamer, cof-
fee cups and snacks.

Clothing items are
also urgently needed
such as new women’s
underwear, gloves, long
underwear, men’s shoes
(sizes 12 and 13), snow
pants, hand warmers, and
rain ponchos.

Bacon, brotherhood, and faith in Aitkin

Start your Saturday morn-
ing right — with good food,
real conversation, and spiri-
tual encouragement. North-
woods Community Church
is hosting its Men'’s Breakfast
on Saturday, October 4, and
all men in the community are
invited to join in.

From 7:30 to 9 a.m., men
will gather at 810 2nd St. NW
in Aitkin for a hearty break-

fast, meaningful fellowship,
and a time of prayer and
testimony. It's an opportunity
to enjoy more than justbacon
and coffee — though there
will be plenty of that, too.
This isn’tjust a breakfast it's
a time to connect other men,
dig deeper into their faith
and be encouraged as their
reminded that they’re not
walking through life alone.

The morning will feature
personal testimonies from
fellow believers, who will
share how God is moving in
their lives — through chal-
lenges, growth, and everyday
faithfulness. Whether you're
just exploring faith or have
been walking with Jesus for
years, you'll find something
meaningful here.

For more information, con-

Sacred Festival of Tabernacles

Scripture obedient people are invited to attend the Almighty Yahuah’s yearly commanded
Sacred Festival Sukkot (of Tabernacles), Oct. 7-14. “Gather the men, women, children and
stranger and read torah, so they can hear and learn and fear Yahuah, your eloheem and
obey all the worlds of torah.” (Deut. 31:10-12.) Call Proverbs 6:23 Ministry for directions

or questions at 218-533-6029.

tact Northwoods Community
Church or visit their website
at https://www.northwood-
scommunitychurch.org/.

The Bridge on
7th offers more
than just a place
to sleep — it pro-
vides warmth,
safety, and dig-
nity to those
experiencing
housing insecu-
rity, especially
as colder months
approach. The ef-
forts by Immacu-
late Heart and St.
Emily not only
help meet phys-
ical needs but also send a
powerful message of com-
passion and solidarity.

This is a tangible way to
serve people in crisis right
here in our region. Anyone

interested in
donating, vol-
unteering, or
learning more
can visit the
official shelter
page at bridge-
sofhopemn.org/
overnight-shel-
ter.

Whether it’s
a pack of hand
warmers or a
few boxes of
snacks, every
donation helps
bring comfort and care to
someone in need. Togeth-
er, this faith community is
showing that when we reach
out, we build bridges — one
act of kindness at a time.

Shepherd of the Lake Fall Bazaar

Mark your calendar for
the Shepherd of the Lake
Lutheran Church Fall Ba-
zaar, on Saturday, October
18, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.m.

Held at the church’s warm
and welcoming location at
10583 U.S. Highway 169,
just one mile north of Gar-
rison, this annual event is a
seasonal favorite for locals

and visitors alike.

The Fall Bazaar promises
something for everyone:
handcrafted goods, home-
made lefse, a bake sale
packed with sweet treats,
and a hearty lunch to en-
joy while catching up with
friends and neighbors.

Whether you're stocking
up on unique holiday gifts,
hunting for the perfect pie,

or just looking for a reason
to get out and enjoy a fall
Saturday, all are welcome
at this festive gathering.
So bring your appetite,
your holiday shopping list,
and maybe a friend or two
— the coffee will be hot,
the lefse will be fresh, and
the community spirit will
be inviting and friendly at
Shepherd of the Lake.

Sorensen-Root-Thompson

Aitkin, MN
218-927-2614

Directors: Jason Brezinsky
=Y Jerry Thompson * Tud Brezinsky

Funeral Home & Cremation Services

www.srtfunerval.com

McGregor Funeral Home

& Cremation Services
McGregor, MN

218-768-3136

=

¢ Traditional, Graveside &
Memorial Funerals

¢ Cremation Service

¢ Out-of-town Arrangements

* Pre-arrangement Plans

Koop Funeral Horme

32 East Main St., P.O. Box 7 * Crosby, MN 56441
C.F. Michaloski, Director * Mary & Nick Zillmer, Owners/Directors

Over 80 Years of Caring
Service on the Cuyuna Range
& Surrounding Areas

218-546-5531

Area Births, Open Houses,
Engagements, Weddings
& Community Events are
published FREE!
Send your e-mail to
hopper @ crosbyironton.net

CHURCH.DIRECTORY,

* Indicates handicap accessible. NOTE: All times are Sunday morning (a.m.) unless indicated otherwise.

ALLIANCE

Aitkin* — New Life Church of the CM&A; Worship 10:15 am;
Services on Sunday at 10:15am and 6pm; 11-1st Street SW;
newlifeaitkin.com 218-927-2823.

Baxter* — Pointway Alliance Church; Rev. Charles Bol-
stridge, 218-537-6505; 7756 Highland Scenic Road;
Worship 10; www.pointway.org

Garrison* — Worship 10:30am

Onamia — Vineland Native American Chapel, Hwy. 169
north of casino; Worship 11; Pastor Boeringa 320-532-4449

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Aitkin — Pastor Andrew Jergenson; Sunday Morning
Service 10.

Baxter — Heritage Church, Pastor Heath Beard; 8:30, 10
& 11:30 Sundays, 6:30p Wednesdays, iamheritage.org

Crosby — Pastor Dustin McCaleb; Worship 10:30

Crosslake — Crossroads Christian, Rev. Gary Espeseth; SS
at 9:30, Worship at 10:45

Hill City — Interim Pastor John Koppel, Staff Pastor Lisa
Jordan; Worship 10; hillcityagchurch @ gmail.com; 218-
697-2662

Palisade — Pastor Charlie Bell; SS 9; Worship 10; Kids
Church; Small groups during the week 218-845-2726

BAPTIST

Aitkin - Northwoods Community Church, Pastor William
Verbeke, Worship 10:30, northwoodscommunitychurch.org

Baxter - Eagle Brook Church , Worship 9 & 11, www.eagle-
brookchurch.com/locations/brainerd-lakes/

Brainerd* - Faith Baptist Church, Pastor Jim Stephens,
218-829-3191; SS 9:00, Worship 10:30 and 6 p.m., Wed.
Classes and Clubs 6:30 p.m.; focbrainerd.com

Brainerd- The Church On The Wise Road, Pastor Todd
Stumbo 218-829-4673, Worship 11:00, SS 9:45
www.thechurchonthewiseroad.org

Breezy Point — Eagles Nest, Pastor Zach Broom 218-562-
5252, Worship 9:30, SS 11.

Crosby — Bible Baptist, Pastor Jon Thorson; SS 9:45; Service
10:45 and 6 p.m., Bible Study Wed. 7 pm

Deerwood* — Jeff Shadrick, SS 9:30; Worship 10:30 and 6
pm; Wed. Service, 6:30 pm.

Glory* — SS 9:15; Worship 10:30 am.; Wed 6pm Glory
Family night, KidMin grades kindergarten - 6, Mad4Christ
grades 7-12. aitkinchurch.com

Hill City — Pastor Lonnie Lee; 218-697-2645; Adult SS 9;
Worship 10 am; Bible Study, Fri., 7 pm.

Isle — Pastor Nick Skogen; 676-3171; SS 9:30; Service
10:30; Bible Study, Wed., 7 p.m.

Opstead — 676-8859; SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible Study
Wed., 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC

Aitkin* — St. James, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; Mass
Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 10:30. Confession Sat. 10-10:45 and
4-4:45 pm.

Brainerd — St. Andrew’s, Fr. Gabriel Waweru, Sat.4:30; Sun.
10:00 and St. Mathias Sunday 8:00.

Brainerd — St. Francis, Fr. Michael Garry, Sat. 5:00; Sun-
day 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 and All Saints Saturday 4:00 and
Sunday 10:30.

Cromwell/Wright — Immaculate Conception, Mass: Sat.
5p.m.

Croshy* — St. Joseph's, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass: Thurs. and Fri.
at 8; Tues at noon, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30.

Crosslake — Immaculate Heart, 218-692-3731; www.cross-
lakecatholic.com; Mass: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30; Confession
Sat. 3 pm.

Emily — St. Emily, Mass: Mon. & Wed. 8; Sun. 10:30; Con-
fession 1st Sat. 11 or by appt. 218-763-2101.

Garrison — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass Wed.
9 & Sat. 4 pm, Confession Sat. 3:30 - 3:50 pm

Grand Rapids — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Jerry Weiss, Mass: Sat. 5
pm; Sun. 8 & 10:30. 218-326-2483

Hillman — Holy Family; Sun. 10 to Mass Sat. 6:30 pm (only
through Labor Day) w/ confession before or by appt.

McGregor — Holy Family, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581;
Mass Sun. 8; Confessions Tues. 5:30-6:30 pm

Vineland — St. Therese, Mass Sun. 11; Holy Days 8:30.

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Baxter, Lakes Area — Nondenominational; 7001 Highland
Scenic Road; Bible Study every Wed. 7 pm; Worship 10:30-
11:30. 218-828-1362

Tamarack — Pastor Terry Banker, 608-475-1528, Worship
9:30; SS 10:45; Wed Youth 4 pm.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Aitkin — Co. Rd. 12, Chapel Ph. 218-927-4454; Kevin Haffner
218-792-5684; Sacrament Mtg. 10

COMMUNITY

Aitkin — Nondenominational; 927-2749; at 219-1st Ave. NE.,
Aitkin, Services Sun.10, 218-927-6959

Brainerd - Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene-
Pastor Dave McGaffey Sunday worship at 10, SS 9;
16549 Johnson Rd -church phone 218-829-9005

Glen — Pastor R. F. Stauter, 218-838-1981; Worship 9
May-Oct.

Grand Rapids — Solid Rock Church of God, Pastor Robert
Kimberling; 218-326-0711; Sun. BS 9:30, Worship 10:30;
Wed. BS 6:30 pm

Jacobson — Jacobson Community Church, Pastor George
Collins, 218-252-5938, Sun. SS (All ages) 9:30, Worship
10:30; Family Time 2nd & 4th Sundays; Wed. BS 7 pm

Kimberly — Nature Ave. Rev. Rick Perry; Worship 9; Adult
Bible Study & Sunday School 10:30; 218-927-6256.

McGregor — The Lighthouse Christian Church; Worship 10;
99 South 1st Street (at the McGregor United Methodist
church [shared] in downtown McGregor) Pastor Joel
Seibel.

McGregor — Victory Mission, Pastor J. Gould, 218-768-
2160; Sun. 10; Wed. Bible Study, 7:30 pm.

Merrifield — Community Church of the Nazarene, Pastor
Ron Christenson; Service 11 & 6 pm. Wed. Prayer Meet-
ing, 7 p.m.; 218-829-7536.

Merrifield — Ossipee Community, SS 10; Service 11; Wed.
Bible Study Prayer, 7:00 p.m.

Nisswa — Christ Community Church, Pastor Richie Bean;
Service 10; Fellowship 9:30-10

Outing* - Narrows Community Church, Pastor Kenny Holm,
218-792-5530 Worship 9:30; 6297 Woods Bay NE, just
north of Hwy. 6 bridge

Palisade —Hilltop Chapel (Waukenabo Twp)*- service
10 a.m.; Adult and Children’s SS 9 a.m.; 49448 Osprey
Avenue, Palisade.

Tamarack — Church of Christ, 218-768-3898; Service
9:30; SS 10:45.

EPISCOPAL

Aitkin — St. John’s, Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 9

Brainerd™ — St. Paul’s, Rev. Joyce A. Rush. In-person wor-
ship service at 10 am Sunday. Online at 5 pm Saturday.
Call the church 219-829-3834 and leave a message with
email to receive a Zoom invitation.

EVANGELICAL FREE

Baxter — Lakewood EFC, Pastor Matt Nagel; Worship at
9:00 and 10:45. Wednesday for all ages 6:30 pm.

Crosslake —The Log Church 9:30, Pastor Troy Nelson; 218-
692-4141,37218 County Road 66, www.crosslakeefc.org

Isle — Pastor Mark Lee; Sunday School 9:00 am; Worship
10:30 am, Sun. Youth group 6:00 pm, Wed. Adult Prayer
6:30 pm and Kids Konnect 6:30 pm

Malmo — Pastor Glenn Browning; SS 9:30; Fellowship 10;
Worship 10:15

Wright — Pastor Ken Mitchell, 218-426-5115; SS 9:30;
Worship, 10:30; Thu., Bible Study, 7 pm.

HEBREW/MESSIANIC

Glen — Beth Shalom Tabernacle of Truth, for information
320-684-2804

LUTHERAN

Aitkin — Bethlehem (ELCA), Rev. Rebecca Hinz; Worship
9:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun each month.

First* — (ELCA) Pastor Reggie Denton, worship Sun. 9am
(also available via livestream on YouTube - First Lutheran
Church, Aitkin) and (broadcast on KKIN 94.3 FM radio at
10am), take out community meal every Mon. & Thurs. 5pm
and Tues. 12pm; food shelf 2nd & 4th Thurs. each month
9am- 4pm. Office open M-Th 7:30am — 4pm.

Aitkin (Cedarbrook) — St. John's (ELCA) Pastor Sarah
Stadler, Worship on Sundays at 9 am followed by Sunday
school at 10 am beginning September 7. Blessing of the
Backpacks on Sept 7. stjohns-cedarbrook.weebly.com,
27452 St. John's Church Road, Aitkin.

Aitkin — St. John's (Missouri Synod), Pastor D. Becker;
Worship Sun. 9, SS 10

Baxter — Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool (WELS).
Pastor Bill Werth. Sunday Worship 9. Sunday School/
Adult Bible Class 10:15. 13815 Cherrywood Dr. in Baxter.
(Corner of Inglewood and Cherrywood). 218-829-4105.
www.christbaxter.com.

Baxter — Prince of Peace (LCMS); Communion every
Sunday 9, Fellowship 10:15, Adult Bible Class & Sunday
School 10:30 am 218-829-7092 www.princeofpeacelu-
theran.church

Beaver Township — Finnish EA, Hwy. 27, Worship 1st &
3rd Sun., 10:30.

Brainerd — First Lutheran Church (ELCA) Pastors: Patty
Bjorklund and Jordan Gades, Sunday worship 9, Sunday
School following worship. Services also available on
YouTube and Facebook. 218-829-9552 ficbrainerd.com
424 8th Street South, Brainerd

Brainerd* — Good Shepherd Free Lutheran Church (AFLC),
Pastor David Franz, find service info at www.goodshep-
herdfreelutheran.church, 5878 Pine Beach Road, Brain-
erd, 218-824-3052

Brainerd — Laestadian Lutheran Church, 1501 So. 8th St.
- Sunday Worship Services 10:30 am. (www.lichurch.org)

Brainerd — Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 1420 South 6th
St. Brainerd, Worship Sunday 9 am, Wednesday 6 pm.

218-829-5147. Website: www.trinitybrainerd.org. Email:
trinity @trinitybrainerd.org

Brainerd — Truth Lutheran Church (LCMC, Pastor James
Walth, Corner of 5th and Kingwood, Worship 9

Brainerd - Zion Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor Steve
Benson, Sunday Worship 9, Monday Worship 6 pm. Ed-
ucation hour Sunday 10:15 am. 220 N. 8th St. Brainerd.
218-829-4317. www.zionbrainerd.com.

Cedar Lake, Norwegian Lutheran — Third Sun 11, May - Oct.

Crosby — Immanuel (LCMC) Rev. Paul Mattson; Sun.9:30
worship; SS (Sept.-May) 10:15; 10:30 fellowship

Crosby —Zion (LC-MS) Worship 8:30, Pastor Donald Klatt
218-546-6910

Crosslake Lutheran Church (ELCA) * www.crosslakelu-
theran.com ¢ Kristin Oltmann, Pastor * Becky Swanson,
Pastor, 218-692-3682, September 7-Mid-May: Sunday at
9:30am & October-Mid-May: Wednesday at 6:15pm - All
are welcome!

Crosslake —Mission of the Cross (LCMS), Pastor Leslie
Uhrinak; Worship 9:30 with every Sunday Communion,
Fellowship 10:30, Adult Bible Class 11, 218-692-4228,
www.missionofthecross.org

Deerwood* — Salem (ELCA), Pastor Amanda Kempthorne;
Worship: 9; Sunday School 9:50.

Garrison — Light of the Cross (ELCA), Worship 9 SS 9;
320-692-4773 or 877-406-9101.

Garrison — Shepherd of the Lake (LCMS), Rev. Caleb Wor-
rel. Worship 10 with Communion Every Sunday. Adult Bible
Study 8:30am, Sunday School Sept-May, 8:30am. Fellow-
ship 11am. 320-692-4581. www.shepherdofthelake.org.

Giese — Immanuel, Rev. R. Langhorst & Rev. R. Lovaas;
Worship 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 1st Sun. of month
8:45.

Hill City — Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Pastor M. Eckert;
Worship 9; Bible Study 10:15.

Hillman — Immanuel, (ELCA) Sun. Worship 11, fellowship
follows. Located on the corner of Hwy. 27 and Co. Rd. 47.
(Handicap accessible)

Iron Hub — Immanuel (LC-MS) Worship 10:30, Pastor
Donald Klatt 218-534-3069

Isle — Faith (ELCA), Pastor Josh Blair; Worship 9:30;
handicapped accessible.

Isle — Holden (ELCA), Worship 9:15

Isle —Trinity (Missouri Synod), Rev. Mark Maunula; Worship
9; Fellowship follows; SS 10:30; Adult Bible 10:30.

Jacobson — Carmel, Vicar Mark Wagner; SS 1st & 3rd Sun.
10, Service 11, fellowship follows.

Lake Shore — Living Savior Lutheran Church, 8327 In-
terlachen Rd.; Worship 9 Sunday mornings, followed by
fellowship and Bible study. (Located on Co. Rd. #77 N)

Malmo — Bethesda (ELCA) Rev Christina Kadelbach; Sun.
Worship 9am. Fellowship following Service. Communion
every Sunday.

McGrath — Grace; Wed. potluck 5 pm, Bible study 6 p.m.;
SS 10; Worship 11.

McGrath — Zion (ELCA), Worship 9; SS 9.

McGregor/Big Sandy Lake — Grace Lutheran Log Church
(LCMC), Pastor Lorelie Robinson; Worship 9, Fellowship
follows, SS 10.

McGregor — Our Savior’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua
C.Reinke; Worship 9; SS 10; Bible Study Tue. 9, Wed. 7 pm

Outing — Our Saviors ELCA; Pastor Luke Lekander,
Worship 9.

Palisade* — Bethel (ELCA), Pastor Steven Teff; Worship 9:30.

Pequot Lakes - Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor
Monte Meyer Worship 9 am, Fellowship 10 am, Sunday
School and Adult Bible Study 10:15 am

Pequot Lakes* - Our Savior’s Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Rev. Stephen Blenkush Worship 9:00 a.m., SS 9:15a.m.,
Fellowship 10:15 a.m. Wed. Adult Bible Study 11:00 a.m.

Rossburg — Bethesda Lutheran (LCMC Congregations in
Mission for Christ) 11:30 service. Communion 1st & 3rd

Sunday each month.

Tamarack (AFLC) — Pastor Ron Staudinger; 1%, 3“ and
4™ Sundays 10 am; 41163 Kestrel Ave 3.3 mi. South of
Hwy 210

Thor — Zion, Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through
December.

Wright — Bethlehem, Worship; SS 9.

Wright — St. John's (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua
Reinke; Worship 10:30; Bible Study and Sunday School
Sun. 9:30; Lent services Wed. 5:30 pm.\

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Aitkin—Cedar Lake Norwegian Lutheran Church, service is
the 3rd Sunday of the month May-October at 11am, 3100
Pioneer Ave., Aitkin.

Brainerd—Qak Street Chapel, Pastor Todd Wooden,
Worship service is Sunday at 9:30, 523 SE 11th Street,
Brainerd, 218-454-0984

Brainerd—Remnant Ministry Center, Pastor Ben Dauvis,
Worship service is Sunday at 10am, 512 S 8th St., Suite
2, 218-829-2989.

PENTECOSTAL

Baxter — Christ Alive, 12485 Forestview Drive, Baxter, MN
56425. Pastor Walter Starr, 763-316-7270, Sunday Wor-
ship 10:00am, Wednesday Bible study 6:30pm

Emily — Cornerstone Church; Pastor Earl Ready; Worship
10, 41536 Birchwood Drive, Emily; 218-763-2939.

Ironton — Iron Range Christian Center; Pastor Dwight
Semler; 218-546-6523; meeting at Irondale Town Hall,
Co.Rd. 12, (Deerwood Shortcut); Worship 10 & Wed. 7 pm.

Tamarack — Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, Pastors Ken
and Ron Fairbanks, Sat. 11. 218-768-3585

PRESBYTERIAN

Crosslake - Pastor Mark Ford, 218-692-4769; Worship 9;
Fellowship 11. 14444 Daggett Pine Road, Crosslake, just
passed the Community Center; www.crosslakepres.org.

McGrath — Calvary, Pastor - Todd Oltmann; Worship 9.

McGregor/Round Lake — Pastor Talley; Worship Sat. 5 pm.

Tamarack — First, Rev. J. Yingling; Worship 11.

REFORMED

Crosby — Lifespring Church, a member of Fellowship of
Independent Reformed Evangelicals, 9:30, 30 Hallett Ave
NE 218-545-5433, www.visitlifespring.com

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST

Aitkin — Pastor Josh Jeresek; Worship Sat. 9:30, Prayer
Meeting & Bible Study Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.; www.
aitkinadventist.org; 423-805-0933; 830 Minnesota Ave S

Brainerd — Pastor Josh Jeresek; Worship Sat. 11:10, Bible
Study 10; Bible Study & Prayer Mtg. Wed. 6:30 p.m.; 2910
Oak Street, Brainerd, 218-829-1676

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Pequot Lakes — 28877 State Hwy 371, Pequot Lakes 10:30
1st and 4th Sundays. 218-330-3476

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Brainerd — First Congregational UCC, 415 Juniper St
Brainerd. Sunday worship at 10. Pastor; Leslie Moughty.
Handicapped accessible. www.uccbrainerdmn.org

UNITED METHODIST

Aitkin* — Aitkin - Pastor Dawn Houser; Worship 10, Wednes-
days at 5:30 pm Bible & Brew, Facebook live.

Crosby/Deerwood* — Cascade, Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday
Worship with Youtube live streaming 10 am with fellowship
to follow. Cascade Ladies meet on the first Wednesday of
each month at noon. Come & Eat Community dinner on
the third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm. Please
call the office to sign up: 218-534-3507.

Cutler* (South Aitkin County) — Pine Lake Chapel, Pastor
Gary Taylor; Worship Sunday 1 p.m. Fellowship follows.

Cromwell — Pastor Tim Homstad; Worship 10; SS 9

Emily* — Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday Worship with Facebook
live streaming 8:30 with fellowship to follow. UWF meet on
the first Sunday of each month following worship. Men'’s
prayer breakfast 2nd Saturday of each month at 8. Bible
Study Thursday at 6 pm.

Fleming® — (Northern Lights Parish) SS 9:15; Worship
10:30; fellowship follows.

Hill City — Pastor Roger Lynn; Worship 10

McGregor* — (Northern Lights Parish) Worship 8:45;
fellowship follows.

Onamia — Pastor Rick & Judy Wilder; Worship 10; fellowship
9; 2 blks north of Post Office; handicap ramp; 320-532-
3150; office: 218-546-7656; cell: 218-360-1947

WESLEYAN

Emily — Rev. Jason Gressman; Worship 9; Friendship Time
10; SS 10:30; Wed. Activities 6:30 p.m.; 218-763-HOPE.
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GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast
free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’
programs help veterans find
work or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-
1046. (mcn)

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or
SUV to assist the blind and
visually impaired. Arrange a
swift, nocost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous tax
credit for 2025. Call Heritage
for the Blind Today at 1-855
977-7030 today! (mcn)

Buy * Sell * Trade * Rent * Hire

A GREAT place to live and work!

Over 50 Years of Values Based Care,
Serving the Aitkin Community:

Live at Aicota:

* Assisted Living
* Respite Care

Work at Aicota:

* Social Wellness
* RN/LPN

AICOTA

HEALTH CARE CENTER

* Short Term Rehab/Recovery
¢ Long Term Living

* Nursing Assistant (free training)

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduction!
Call Veteran Car Donations
at 1-888-429-2331 today!
mcn

HEALTH & MEDICAL

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage for
400 plus procedures. Real
dental insurance -NOT just
adiscount plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with
all the details! 1-855-973-
9175 www.dental50plus.
com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

Aicota Health Care Center & Assisted Living
850 2nd Street NW « Aitkin, MN 56431
218.927.2164 » www.aicota.com

< Customer Service - Anticipating
needs and exceeding expectations

< Attitude - Having fun and
working hard while giving
100% to our residents

#+ Respect - Supporting and
understanding that we are
all unique and special

# Excellence - Emphasizing quality
and striving to always be better
tomorrow than we are today

< Stewardship - Maximizing
precious resources and ensuring
we use them to their fullest
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N THE CLI-\SSIFIEDS'

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility
with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information
kit! Call 844-716-2411. (mcn)

STOP OVERPAYING FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE! A
recent study shows that a
majority of people struggle
to pay for health coverage.
Let us show you how much
you can save. Call Now
for a no-obligation quote:
1-888-772-8454. You will
need to have your zip code
to connect to the right pro-
vider. (mcn)

p =
€RIEHONE.

V I.IMITED TIME OFFER

50% OFF

Installation

E

go S

Trust the Nation’s #1 Roofing Contractar
Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service _.l

FREE ESTIMATE

SCHEDULE TODAY!
Call1.844.907.2386

S~ ~~ear ~accear gagg------

CALLTODAY!1.844.907.2386

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon
behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the
offer may not be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being
contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates
and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL
list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.
com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome. com/erielicenses/

ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Discover
Oxygen Therapy That Moves
with You with Inogen Porta-
ble Oxygen Concentrators.
FREE information kit. Call

1-833-650-5916. (mcn)

HoME SERVICES

Don’t Pay For Covered
Home Repairs Again! Our
home warranty covers ALL
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND
APPLIANCES. We stand by
our service and if we can’t
fix it, we’ll replace it! Pick the
plan that fits your budget!
Call: 1-833-816-2128. (mcn)

WATER & FIRE DAMAGE
RESTORATION. Qur trusted
professionals will restore
your home to protect your
family and your home’s
value! Call 24/7: 1-833-879-
1480. Mold Remediation
services are also available!
mcn

MisceELoANEOUS

SunSetter. America’s
Number One Awning! Instant
shade at the touch of a
button. Transform your deck
or patio into an outdoor
oasis. Up to 10-year lim-
ited warranty. Call now and
SAVE $350 today! 1-855-
462-2330. (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING?
Call today to schedule a
FREE in-home estimate on
Carpeting & Flooring. Call
Today! 1-833- 641-6323.
(mcn)

‘inogen

Portable

”
Oxygen Conce ntrators ""

CALL 1-844-716-2411

SM250015 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA93111 Inogen®isa
trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is strictly forbidden without the prior consent of
Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.
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SERVICES

GOT JUNK? CALL THE
JUNK REMOVAL EXPERTS
AT 218-833-9664 OR VISIT
US AT elitejunkprosmn.
com FREE ESTIMATES was

W ANTED

NO MORE CLEANING
CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES!
Rolex, Breitling, Omega,
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and
Speedmaster. Call 1-833-
641-6646. (mcn)

NEW AND USED SAFES
FOR SALE ¢
Safe repair
and locked
safes opened
e Heavy and
light duty gun
safes and vault
doors on hand
e High secu-
rity safes for
gold and silver
320-360-5431 w52

\ 2o/

POWERFUL SAVINGS wiTH

GENERAC

w FREE estimates

w Financing available ' — —

= AFFORDABLE backup power -_ e

w Delivery, Installation and Service

= Family and locally owned and operated GENERAC
e

E Eé¥E|E°°K Automatic
Standby Generator

SALES AND SERVICE - " .
218-776-3995 Terms & Concditions apply. Call for details.

Randy Wetenkamp & Tommy Lewis Serving ALL of Northern Minnesota

Are you publishing a
free paper delivered by mail, WhEI’E FI'_EE
carrier, or rack? Pupers Deliver
CONNECT WITH BII_:I Value!

A NETWORK BUILT M Fcp

JUSTFORYOU: Xy

DISCOVER THE BENEFITS OF BELONGING.

sales tools | exclusive training
digital advertising programs | 2x2 ad network that
turns unsold space into new revenue

\LEARN MORE AT MFCP.ORG | 888-899-6327

JOIN NOW!

Filter

GUTTER
* PROTECTION

Stop cleaning-out

- LLeaf
your gutters S
this season ? .

15% OFF +10%

LeafF i Iter, Discount For

Seniors + Military

Get a FREE full gutter inspection and
estimate: 1-855-577-1268 rromo: 285

+See Representative for full warranty details. ‘Promotional offer includes 1% off plus an additional 10% off for qualified veterans andor seniors. No ob-
ligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details. AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678,
1A C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225, MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN
IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229, OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383,
RI'GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

Stop cleaning-out
your gutters
this season

PROTECTION

Leaf@Filter

Ourpatented @ @
system Heavy Pinecones

= %7 15% OFF +10%

2l common 1 Discount For
debris o ":e]:‘e“ LeafFI Iter* Seniors + Military

Get a FREE full gutter inspection and
estimate: 1-877-627-0238 Promo: 285

A 035 /“ UH\( 5
MHICT11225, M1 2623001 826 0331, MN IRT: 26192,
408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229, OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 270516944

ATTENTION FARMERS
Seeing white mold in your fields?
Noticing SDS? Share your location
and enter to win FREE soybean seeds
for 2026. Call Nolan 218/689-6367

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED:

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

Statewide
Advertising
ONLY

$279
Call Today!
612/332-8844

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step

process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

DON’T LET THE STAIRS GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!

LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
Discover the ideal solution for anyone assist the blind and  visually
who struggles on the stairs, is con- impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost

cerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

GET BOOST INFINITE!
Unlimited talk, text and data for just
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one
low price! Call today and get the latest
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

GET DISH
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!
Free install, free HD-DVR
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time wup to $600
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive  lifetime ~ warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off for a
limited time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

vehicle pickup and secure a generous
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

Classified Advertising

Thatis EASY

The Minnesota Classified
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your
advertising dollar with
classified advertising that
reaches over 1MILLION
READERS

Your newspaner
representative can
provide complete
details or you can call
MNA: 612/332-8844

SAVE $350 when you transform

your patio into an outdoor oasis.

America's #1 Awning
Instant shade—at the touch of a button.

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.
Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty.

Call 1-855-462-2330 now to
SAVE $350 TODAY!

Imagine the
_ Difference You
Can Make

» Every donated vehicle will be properly recycled,

: “{‘J reducing waste and harmful emissions.
FREE » Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible and
TOWING & TAX the proceeds help provide services to help the
DEDUCTIBLE blind and visually impaired.

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

v a $200 restaurant voucher

v a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay
at one of 50 locations

Get A Vision Screening Annually

(M Heritage
Wor meBlind

© © © 06 0 06 06 0 0 06 00 06 0 0 06 0006 0006 0006 0006 00060006000 000000 00000000 000 o
. [l - =- - .
* NewsHorrer Classified Order Form Classified Rates AGd 2 photo for :
° .
Name . o $12.00 per issue
o 75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum) °
® Address Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad. ®
° Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide printed maximum size) °
o Clty State le Wi t ible f due to illegibl ®
o All ads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment. To Figure the Cost of Your Ad coi; :)er rr]r?is;?:g%rsjsr:ctia%gﬁrrgLngfuegi:): %Ioez °
. Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it. Number of Words not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail °
. Rate per Word X 75¢ and web address counts as one word. °
o Additional Costs ~ + send NEwsHoPPER °
° Total Per Week {o: PO Box 562 L4
° Number of Weeks ~ x Ironton, MN 56455 o
° TOTAL COST OF AD www.NewsHopper.net ¢ hopper@crosbyironton.net )
°
¢ — Thank you for your order! -
° VISA Please make check payable to the NewsHo0PPER fa“a °
° °
° °
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TYKE'S CARPET CASTLE

Hwy. 371 North, Brainerd  218-829-3878
Open: 9 - 5 Mon. - Sat. or by appointment

www.NewsHopper.net

Put safety first this fall

The leaves are turning,
the mornings are crisp, and
outdoor enthusiasts across
Minnesota are gearing up for
their favorite fall traditions —
hunting, fishing, and off-high-
way vehicle (OHV) riding.
But as excitement builds
for these seasonal pastimes,
the Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources (DNR)
is sending a clear message:
make safety your top priority.

With many hunters already
in the woods, anglers still
taking to the lakes, and OHV
riders hitting the trails for
both recreation and access
to hunting grounds, Col. Rod-
men Smith, director of the
DNR Enforcement Division,
is encouraging everyone to
stay alert and make wise
decisions.

“These next couple months
are the highlight of the year
for many people,” Smith said.
“Whether you're fishing,
hunting or riding, the oppor-
tunities to enjoy Minnesota’s
outdoors are abundant. But
people need to remember
that no trip is a success if it
doesn’t end safely.”

So far in 2025, the good
news is that are zero fire-
arms-related hunting fatalities
reported this year — match-
ing 2023 and improving upon
2024, which saw one fatality.

Boating fatalities are also
trending downward with
five reported so far, putting
the year on track to reach
a historic low (compared to
nine in both 2024 and 2023).

However, OHV-related
fatalities remain a concern,
with 16 deaths reported al-
ready in 2025. That's an
improvement over last year’s
record-setting 30 fatalities,
but still higher than some
recent years (15 in 2023).

The DNR urges everyone
heading outdoors this fall to
take personal responsibility
for their safety — and that
of others. Start with these
essentials:

Hunters—Always treat ev-
ery firearm as if it's loaded.

Control the muzzle at all
times and never point it at
anything you don't intend
to shoot.

Know your target and what
lies beyond it.

Keep your finger off the
trigger until ready to shoot.

Wear blaze orange or pink
to stay visible to other hunt-
ers.

If using a tree stand, check
all equipment, wear a safety
harness, and move carefully
in and out of the stand.

Anglers and Waterfowl
Hunters— Wear a life jacket
whenever you're on the wa-
ter. Cold water can disable
even strong swimmers in
minutes.

Choose foam-filled life
jackets in fall weather — they
offer more insulation than
inflatable versions.

Don’t overload the boat
and balance weight evenly.

Monitor weather condi-
tions closely — autumn can
bring sudden changes.

OHV Operators—Wear a
DOT-approved helmet — it's
required for anyone under 18
and strongly recommended
for all.

Buckle up if the vehicle
has seatbelts. A new law now
requires seatbelts to be worn
by all occupants of Class
2 ATVs when traveling on
public roads or rights-of-way.

Stick to designated trails
and operate at safe speeds.

Always ride with caution
— even experienced oper-
ators can get injured in a
moment of distraction.

For Everyone Using Public
Lands

Even if you're not hunting,
wearing blaze orange or pink
while hiking, walking dogs,
or riding can help others see
you. And with many trapping
seasons now open, keep a
close eye on pets — traps may
be legally set on many public
lands across the state.

Aitkin, Minnesota

g 218-839-3371 _

Shoreline Restoration
* Rip Rap Rock [nstallation
e Boulder Wall Material

[nstallation
¢ Sod [nstallation
e Class Five
e Bobcat Work
e Demolition
¢ All Dirt Work Needs
e Patios

General Building &
Remodeling Contractor

¢ Roofing

e Window [nstallation

¢ Siding

e Garages

e Doors

e Decks

¢ Handicapped Bathrooms

Full Structural Steel Buildings
Home ¢ Garage » Shed » Office » Ag

Call 218-839-3371 for an estimate

Dozer & Backhoe Work

e Basements

e Driveways

e Ponds

» Wild Life Food Plots

e Land & Lot Clearing

e Stump Removal

e Rip Rap

e Demolition

e Building Pads

e Ditches and Ditch Clean-
ing

e Black Dirt, Sand &
Gravel

* Roads / Road Building

e Boulder Walls

e Trail Brushing

Tree Removal

¢ Tree Removal and Clean-
up

e Stump Grinding

e Storm Damage Cleanup

e Aerial Truck

~0ld wood (detj:‘ksl,riding, logs
with media blasting and staining!

, etc.)

New!

looks new again
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