
Red-light camera
program created
make San Jose’s 
intersections safer

By William Bellou
Publisher 

A
s traffic deaths continue to
outpace homicides, San
Jose city officials have

rolled out the latest program to
make the streets safer.

San Jose recently announced
the installation of red‐light cam‐
eras at four of its most hazardous
locations as part of a year‐long
program that elected leaders
hope will help achieve their goal
of reducing traffic‐related fatal‐
ities.

With one of the city’s most dan‐
gerous streets in the backdrop,
San Jose Mayor Matt Mahan
recalled visiting with the family
and attending the funeral of Esias

See RED LIGHTS, page 8
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lasting legacy
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Santa Clara
County prepares
for human 
trafficking uptick
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E
vergreen Valley College recent‑
ly celebrated its 50th anniver‑
sary. State Senator Dave Cor‑

tese shared in a speech at the Ever‑
green Valley College some history
about the college and his family’s
close ties to the Evergreen Valley
community. 

“Hi, I’m California State Senator
Dave Cortese and I’m honored to
be joining Evergreen Valley College
on your 50th Anniversary. 

I probably have enough memo‐
ries of Evergreen, San Jose to write
a couple of books. But I’ll keep it
brief here.

I first arrived on my family’s farm
in 1956, the year I was born. The
property had just been acquired by
my grandfather, Vincent Cortese,
Sr.— “Vince”. He was a Sicilian

immigrant who came to San Jose
in 1910 as a teenager. A few years
later, he married my grandmother
Rose, also of Sicilian descent.

Like many immigrants, he didn’t
have much for most of his life. He
was a farmworker, not a farmer.
That started to change in the late
Depression years when local
bankers gave him a chance to farm
more land and eventually buy some
of his own.

By 1956, turning 60, my grand‐
father was able to purchase the
Lantz Ranch, a 90‐acre site right
next to where Evergreen Valley Col‐
lege stands today. The property
stretched on both sides of San Felipe
Road.

My parents moved into an old
two‐bedroom farmhouse on the

prune orchard, across the road from
what became the Cortese cherry
orchard ‐ and now, the Evergreen
Valley College campus. That’s where
I grew up as a true farm boy, sur‐
rounded by chickens, goats,
pigeons, horses, cows, calves, bea‐
gles, ducks, you name it.

The orchards held prunes, apri‐

cots, and walnuts. Scattered among
them were peach, almond and even
loquat trees. As kids, we’d pick fruit
on neighboring properties, includ‐
ing land owned by State Senator
Thompson, whose large home once
stood where EVC is now.  Thomp‐
son Creek ran so close to our house

See CORTESE, page 3

Measure A earns
support of San Jose
mayor, police and DA

By Brandon Pho
San José Spotlight 

S
an Jose Mayor Matt Mahan, joined by coun‐
ty law enforcement and prosecutors, is
backing a last‐minute sales tax to protect

Santa Clara County’s public hospitals from mas‐
sive federal cuts.

It comes after Mahan — along with the coun‐
ty’s Deputy Sheriffs Association and Govern‐
ment Attorneys Association — initially cast
doubt and uncertainty about his stance on
Measure A, the county’s proposed five‐eighths
cent sales tax increase on the Nov. 4 ballot. Now
they’re set to announce their support at a news
conference later today. Meanwhile, the sher‐
iff and prosecutor unions say they’ve fundraised
a total of $600,000 to date to campaign in favor
of the ballot measure.

The measure would combat President Don‐
ald Trump’s July approval of sweeping cuts to
funds that feed the county’s four public hos‐

pitals and 15 health clinics. But the proposal
has opened a rift in Silicon Valley, with busi‐
ness interests either opposed or neutral on
higher taxes and community groups urging
against the loss of timely medical care for the
region’s poorest. Mahan questioned the coun‐
ty’s choice to get into the hospital business
after the Santa Clara County Board of Super‐
visors approved the measure in August. Mean‐
while, the public safety unions questioned

whether the tax measure would leave them to
fend off their own county budget cuts without
extra help.

Those qualms have apparently subsided after
conversations with county leaders.

“Passing this temporary, stopgap measure
means we don’t have to choose between pro‐
viding health care for San Jose families and
prosecuting crime,” Mahan said in a statement 

See MEASURE A, page 8

Santa Clara County’s public safety unions are coming out in support of local leaders’ proposed sales tax
known as Measure A after casting initial doubts. County leaders say funds from the measure would help
support the public hospital system. Photo by Brandon Pho.

Dave Cortese in his teenage years with his grandfather Vince Cortese, a Sicil-
ian immigrant, in their orchard on San Felipe Rd.  

The legacy of Evergreen 
Valley College: Local history
shared by the Cortese family
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Cortese
Continued from page 1
that it’s a small miracle none of us kids tum‐
bled off its steep banks. An old wooden bridge
let us cross the creek to the west side of the
ranch, where a reservoir stored water for irri‐
gating the orchards.

Our drinking water came from a well— which
was not always the cleanest. My parents had
four more children over the next five years.
Seven of us in a two‐bedroom farmhouse made
for cozy living, so eventually, they built a larg‐
er two‐story home across San Felipe Road. But
that original old farmhouse holds my most pre‐
cious memories.

By age 6 or 7, I had already joined the ranks
of farmworkers, picking prunes each summer.
Kids were expected to pitch in alongside fam‐
ily members and migrant workers. Prunes did‐
n’t require ladders, so it was relatively safe—
aside from the scorching August heat. When I
grew big enough to carry a ladder, I graduated
to picking apricots, cherries, and other crops.

Evergreen had only one K‐8 school back
then—Evergreen School. Classes started a week
later than urban San Jose schools to give kids
like me and migrant farmworker families time
to finish the prune harvest.

I kept working on the ranch through high
school and even after heading off to UC Davis.
I’d still get called back to help, especially with
the cattle ranching we ran on the valley floor
and in the Mt. Hamilton Range—a family tra‐
dition my brother Tom continues today.

At 14, I took on my first independent job run‐
ning a 200‐acre red oat hay operation on White
Road, just three miles from where EVC stands

today. I drove farm trucks under an agricultural
exemption—two years before I was old enough
for a license. The hay fed our own livestock and
was sold to ranchers in the area.

The farm’s legacy grew as my grandfather
passed the orchards down to his sons—my
father and uncles—who formed Cortese Bros.
The farm originally produced apricots and
prunes, but over time, we replaced the apricot
trees with Bing cherries.

That’s when our first fruit stand appeared, a
little white roadside shack painted with bright
red cherries. As production grew, Cortese Bros
built a large barn near what’s now the college
entrance. Later, it expanded into the Cortese Bros

Fruit Barn—a place locals still remember fond‐
ly.

We sold fresh cherries, produce, even baked
pies, pumpkins, and Christmas trees. School‐
children visited on field trips for train rides and
other fun.

From the 1950s, when my family farmed 1,700
acres across the valley, to today, San Jose has
transformed beyond recognition. In just a cou‐
ple of decades, much of the farmland disap‐
peared under development. By 1980, most of
the valley’s agriculture was gone.

We kept the Evergreen cherry orchard going
until 2001, but when the city and water district
stopped supplying agricultural water, the trees
slowly withered.

In 1987, the City of San Jose took our well fields
by eminent domain to create an industrial park
east of EVC. Sadly, that land still sits empty
today. The community lost its orchard and never
got the jobs.

I remember asking the city council to pre‐
serve two rows of cherry trees along San Felipe
Road instead of building a sound wall. They
chose the wall. Today, that’s what you see, anoth‐
er subdivision, another sound wall and no sign
of the orchard.

Still, a few landmarks of old Evergreen remain:
the eucalyptus trees, the oaks, Thompson Creek,
and my old Evergreen School. These may mean
little to newcomers, but to me, they’re pieces
of home.

Evergreen Valley College itself has become a
treasure for this community. I even took class‐
es here in the summer of 1977 to graduate early
from UC Davis. This beautiful campus honors
Evergreen’s history. It’s built on land that once
held orchards, near where John J. Montgomery

made historic flights, and adjacent to fields
where Cesar Chavez once worked before launch‐
ing the United Farm Workers.

Today, EVC trains nurses, craftspeople, and
prepares students for success at CSU, UC, and
private universities. It offers a world‐class edu‐
cation close to home—affordable, accessible,
and debt‐free for many. It’s a hub for festivals,
town halls, and a gateway to trails and parks.

As the proud representative of Evergreen Val‐
ley College in the California State Senate, I will
continue my commitment to strengthening
opportunities for every student and support‐
ing the educators and staff who make that pos‐
sible.

During my time in the Senate, I’ve helped
secure a million‐dollar planning grant for this
District to expand its facilities and programs—
investing in the future of our students and ensur‐
ing that Evergreen remains a cornerstone of
educational excellence in our community.

We are also advancing policies to support stu‐
dents and educators at all levels. That includes
SB 33, to provide direct cash assistance to
twelfth‐grade students experiencing home‐
lessness. It also includes SB 550, establishing
San José’s first‐ever public law school ‐ a trans‐
formative step for educational access and equi‐
ty in our region.

We’re helping homeless college students stay
enrolled and graduate through SB 685, closing
financial aid gaps to meet their basic needs. And
with SB 743, we’re addressing long‐standing
inequities in K‐12 school funding to ensure
every student has a fair chance to succeed. 

These efforts reflect our shared belief that
every student deserves access to a high‐quality 

See CORTESE, next page

Dave Corese’s grandfather Vince, Sr. purchased
the Lantz Ranch, a 90-acre site right next to where
Evergreen Valley College stands today. The prop-
erty stretched on both sides of San Felipe Road.
Pictured is Vincent and Rose Cortese.



By Joyce Chu
San José Spotlight

W
hen Rose Amador took over as the
director of San Jose nonprofit ConX‐
ión to Community 43 years ago, it was

a flailing organization on the brink of shutting
down.

Through Amador’s grit and determination,
the organization survived budget deficits, a
housing market crash, the pandemic and cur‐
rent grant cuts. Her steady hand helped the
nonprofit pivot through each wave of change
to become a perennial cornerstone for immi‐
grants and at‐risk youth.

“We’re always changing to the needs of the
community,” Amador told San José Spotlight.

When ConXión began nearly 50 years ago,
it was called Center for Training and Careers.
It offered educational programs and job oppor‐
tunities for the disenfranchised, including
immigrants and formerly incarcerated peo‐
ple. Amador expanded the day worker center
by installing showers and laundry facilities for
those looking to be connected to contractors
for temporary work.

After seeing a need for at‐risk students to
receive guidance, ConXión began after‐school
mentoring programs to schools in East San
Jose — Overfelt and Yerba Buena high schools
and Bridges Academy.

Now after four‐plus decades, Amador has
passed the baton to her successor Lori Ramos‐
Chavez, who joined the organization nearly 30
years ago as development director and was
promoted to chief operating officer.

“(Amador) was my mentor coming in… she
allowed me to grow,” Ramos‐Chavez told San
José Spotlight. “She’s very determined. When
she sets her mind on something, she gets it
done, she gets it accomplished.”

Early advocacy
Amador and her family moved to Santa Clara

from Pennsylvania when she was 12 years old.
Her father Monico C. Amador, a community
advocate and World War II veteran, started
organizations and helped Hispanic and Chi‐
cano candidates on the campaign trail.

From a young age, Rose Amador accompa‐
nied her family to community functions. When
she was a teenager, her father drove the fam‐
ily to Delano to meet labor leader Cesar Chavez.
She didn’t realize his importance at the time,
since it was the early stages of the labor move‐
ment. But she understood her roots.

Amador surrounded herself with opportu‐
nities for civic engagement. In college, she
became involved with MECHA, or Chicano 

See AMADOR, page 6
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Cortese
Continued from previous page
education, no matter what their zip
code, their background, or their
means.

Community colleges like EVC are,
I believe, the most important part
of California’s public education sys‐
tem today.

I love Evergreen Valley College.
And I’ll always love Evergreen.”Suzanne and Dom Cortese, Senator Dave Cortese's parents.

Retired East San Jose advocate Rose Amador leaves lasting legacy

Rose Amador is retiring from being the director at
nonprofit ConXión to Community after 43 years of
service. Photo by Joyce Chu. 
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Amador
Continued from page 4
Student Movement of Aztlán, a group focused
on Chicano unity and empowerment. After
getting her associate degree in Chicano stud‐
ies at De Anza College, she earned a degree
in business administration from St. Mary’s
College of California.

She went on to serve as chairperson
for the San Jose Chicano Employ‐
ment Committee, which filed
lawsuits against the city to
get more Chicano police
and firefighters hired.
She was also a mem‐
ber of the American
G.I. Forum, found‐
ed in 1948, to com‐
bat discrimination
against Latino vet‐
erans.

Throughout the
decades Amador evol‐
ved in an environment
where women were not
considered for top positions.
She took on leadership roles dur‐
ing a time when women in management
were rare, often mistaken as a secretary.

“My dad was always like, ‘You could do
this, you could do that,'” Amador said. “I
always had that attitude.”

When Amador became director of ConX‐
ión, she was in her 30s and had never before
written a grant proposal. But her confidence
gave Amador the ability to do anything. She
credits that mindset to her father who, while

only having a seventh grade education,
became a regional director for the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Devel‐
opment.

Her confidence enabled her to make rad‐
ical changes. Amador knew ConXión need‐
ed a staffing overhaul, so she hired women
to fill roles. She mentored and brought them
into positions of leadership, including Ramos‐
Chavez.

“In those days, it was really dif‐
ficult for women,” Amador

said. “It’s because we
always had to speak up

to be heard over the
guys … one of the
things I did was get
rid of the good‐old‐
boy system.”

In 2014, Amador
was recognized as
a woman of influ‐

ence by Silicon Val‐
ley Business Journal.
Alette Lundeberg,

retired director of Cal‐
WORKS, has known Am‐

ador for decades and worked
alongside her to train the under‐

employed and to uplift people out of pover‐
ty.

“I’m blown away that she stayed so long.
That’s a really long time to be in the battle,”
Lundeberg told San José Spotlight. “I think
her endurance is because she’s driven by
that true belief in her bones for social and
economic justice.”

“My dad 
was always like,

‘You could do this,
you could do that,'”

Amador said. “I
always had that 

attitude.”
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Music, History
and Community 
Upcoming Events
for October 
3 p.m. Saturday, October 18
Winchester Orchestra – Myths
and Monsters: A Halloween
Concert
Featuring works of Bach, Mus-
sorgsky, Stravinsky and more
Lincoln Glen Church, 2700
Booksin Ave, San Jose

3 p.m. Sunday, October 19
TWO SVAC MEMBERS –
POWER!
San Jose Metropolitan Band &
San Francisco Brass Band
BANDthology
Hammer Theatre Center, 101
Paseo de San Antonio, San Jose

Noon Friday, October 24
FREE - Noon Arts & Lectures 
Restoring the 1891 First Uni-
tarian Church of San Jose

Free architectural history pres-
entation and Q&A
First Unitarian Sanctuary, 160 N.
Third St., San Jose

7:30 p.m. Saturday, October 25
Nova Vista Symphony – From
Formosa to Vienna
Featuring international violinist
Richard Lin 林品任 in the Bay
Area premiere 

of Tyzen Hsiao’s Violin Concer-
to in D
De Anza Visual & Performing
Arts Center, Cupertino

2:30 p.m. Sunday, October 26
Mission Chamber Orchestra –
New Horizons
Featuring Ricardo Martinez,
saxophone, performing Lee
Actor’s Saxophone Concerto
With guest performers from
Piedmont Hills High School
Hammer Theatre, 101 Paseo de
San Antonio, San Jose

Noon Thursday, October 30
*FREE* American Beethoven
Society Noon Concert Series
Beethoven’s Song Cycle
An die ferne Geliebte, op. 98
Featuring: Christine Brandes,
soprano; Nicholas Mathew,
fortepiano; Birgit Lodes, musi-
cologist. 
The Ira F. Brilliant Center for
Beethoven Studies
MLK Jr. Library, Schiro Hall, 150
E. San Fernando St., San Jose

International
violinist
Richard Lin 

Santa Clara County
prepares for human
trafficking uptick

By Joyce Chu
San José Spotlight

A
s Santa Clara County prepares for a poten‐
tial increase in human trafficking at major
sporting events next year, security plan‐

ning may be challenging with personnel
stretched thin due to federal cuts.

The U.S. Department of Justice through the
Office for Victims of Crime (OVC) provides
grant funding to combat human trafficking, but
the monies expired last month. Applications
to renew funding are not available at present.
The grant covered funding for advocates, train‐
ing for trauma‐informed interviewing and over‐
time, hampers the county’s ability to fund oper‐
ations during the sporting events, according
to attorney Bryan Slater, who oversees human
trafficking prosecutors in the District Attor‐
ney’s office.

“We do not currently have dedicated fund‐
ing to cover overtime for investigations or
extended operations that would be needed,”
Slater said at the Santa Clara County Human
Trafficking Commission meeting last month.
“Our heavy reliance on this grant funding jeop‐
ardizes continuity of staffing … it creates a
turnover at critical moments such as now.”

Santa Clara has two major sporting events
happening in the first half of 2026, including
Super Bowl 60 in February and FIFA World
Cup starting in June at the Levi’s Stadium. In
March, San Jose State University will host March
Madness — the NCAA West Regional Men’s
Basketball tournament at the SAP Center.

Sharan Dhanoa, director of South Bay Coali‐
tion to End Human Trafficking, is worried about
officer burnout. There could also be a short‐
age of emergency housing for survivors as
tourists fill up hotels. But she said the coali‐
tion is well‐equipped with expertise on com‐
bating human trafficking, having coordinated
services during the Super Bowl in 2016.

“Having three events brings challenges that
I’m not sure any jurisdiction could be prepared
for,” Dhanoa told San José Spotlight. “Our human

trafficking protocol for law enforcement is very
survivor informed. It really does prioritize con‐
necting survivors to services. And so those are
the things that I feel very good about.”

Though research is inconclusive on whether
there is a rise of human trafficking incidents
during major sporting events, Dhanoa said
there is often a flood of advertisements for
people selling sex.

“Our core messaging is that sporting events
don’t cause trafficking, but economics drives
exploitation,” Dhanoa said.

Josh Singleton, commander at the Santa Clara
County Human Trafficking Task Force, said
they have been rolling out training for law
enforcement through written material and site
training. They are also on the lookout for indus‐
tries where labor exploitation is more likely to
happen, such as hospitality.

“Our number one goal is to provide resources
to victims of human trafficking,” Singleton told
San José Spotlight.

On Oct. 1, the task force in partnership with
the San Jose Police Department’s Special Vic‐
tims Unit uncovered a trafficking operation at
a hotel. They arrested three people, cited two
sex buyers and connected six survivors with
services, according to the police department
spokesperson.

“In the months ahead, (the Special Victims
Unit) will continue with targeted undercover
operations against traffickers and sex buyers,
increased monitoring of online exploitation,

See TRAFICKING, page 10

Santa Clara County law enforcement agencies are
preparing for an increase in human trafficking during
major upcoming sports events in 2026. File photo. 



SERVING EVERGREEN & SILVER CREEK VALLEY SINCE 1982 n ONLINE: EVERGREENTIMES.COMPAGE 8 n EVERGREEN TIMES n OCT. 17 - OCT. 30, 2025

Times Local News

Measure A
Continued from page 1
shared by the public safety
unions. “No community should
have to make that choice, and
by stepping up together we can
ensure Santa Clara County res‐
idents don’t.”

District Attorney Jeff Rosen
— who has historically clashed
with the county for asking his
department to make cuts while
expanding the public hospital
system — said Measure A will
help stave off risks to his office.

“As district attorney, one of
my top priorities has been vig‐
orously — and fairly — pros‐
ecuting violent and property
crime cases to help victims and
hold perpetrators accountable,”
Rosen said in the statement.
“My office has pioneered the
use of community prosecutors
to focus on quality‐of‐life
crimes and keeping neighbor‐
hoods and small businesses
safer. Now, budget cuts put our
progress, and safety, at risk.
Measure A will protect these
efforts and that is why I urge
everyone to vote Yes on Meas‐
ure A.”

Max Zarzana, president of the
Government Attorneys Asso‐
ciation which represents coun‐
ty prosecutors and public
defenders in labor talks, said his

union supported Measure A
from the beginning.

“But we still had questions
for the county about how they
would use this money — not
just for hospitals but for all the
necessary county services,
including those which provide
public safety,” Zarzana told San
José Spotlight. “But recently,
the county has taken a lot of
steps to assure all of us that
yes, this is a general fund tax
and will be spent on all servic‐
es including to protect public
safety.”

For example, Zarzana said
the county has agreed to
unfreeze eight prosecutor posi‐
tions in Rosen’s office, freeing
up the ability to fill them.

“We supported Measure A,
questioned how the money will
be spent, got our answer and
now we still support it,” Zar‐
zana said.

A county official confirmed
the conversations described by
the public safety unions, but
said no formal spending plan
has been agreed upon.

Mahan’s office declined to
comment on the announce‐
ment directly. Mahan has pre‐
viously called on the county to
invest more in San Jose’s inter‐
im shelters. Congressman Sam
Liccardo in August stated pub‐
licly that the city was negoti‐
ating its support for Measure

A in conversations with the
county.

Meanwhile, business inter‐
ests are split over the measure.
The Silicon Valley GOP and the
Silicon Valley Biz PAC — a polit‐
ical group that fundraises in
support of pro‐business can‐
didates and endorsed Mahan’s
reelection in 2024 — have
denounced the San Jose Cham‐
ber of Commerce’s decision to
remain neutral on the meas‐
ure. The chamber in an email
last week explained it heard
compelling arguments on both
sides of the tax question.

Reacting to the new endorse‐
ments, County Executive James
Williams said Measure A needs
all the support it can get.

“Federal budget cuts exceed‐
ing $1 billion per year not only
threaten the County’s ability to
provide life‐saving care at our
hospitals and health clinics but
jeopardize the delivery of many
critical services that are impor‐
tant to our community, includ‐
ing mental health treatment,
homelessness prevention and
public safety,” Williams told
San Jose Spotlight. “While we
face very difficult budget deci‐
sions ahead, we will continue
to take every conceivable action
to preserve these critical serv‐
ices and protect the health and
safety of our entire communi‐
ty.”

Red lights
Continued from page 1
Amaru Ramos‐Berhane, an 11‐year‐old boy
killed on his scooter last year in South San
Jose.

“I promised them that it was with his
memory that I would fight for safer streets
for our city,” Mahan said. “Today, I am
remembering Esias, (and) as you know, I
believe that public safety is the most fun‐
damental responsibility of our government.
I’m devastated that this city wasn’t safe
enough for Esias, but I hope that with the
announcement today, this intersection and
others like it will be safer for other San Jose
children, children who simply want to hang
out with their  friends, ride their scooters
and feel safe in their neighborhood. “Traf‐
fic safety has become a priority in San Jose. 

Nearly a decade ago, San Jose became a
Vision Zero city, establishing a goal to elim‐
inate traffic fatalities. The city’s Vision Zero
task force aimed to reduce fatal and severe
injuries by 30% by 2030 and eliminate them
by 2040. 

Between 2020 and 2024, the city report‐
ed 273 traffic‐related fatalities. This year,
the city has recorded 26 deaths thus far,
marking a 34% decrease from the same point
last year.

“Behind our data points are real people:
parents, children, friends, neighbors, grand‐
parents, all whose lives were cut short,” Vice
Mayor Pam Foley said. “But the next five
years could be very different.”

The red light cameras will be deployed at
the intersections of Leigh Avenue and Park‐

moor Avenue, Monterey Road and Branham
Lane, Keyes Street and S. Third Street, and
South Bascom Avenue and Camden Avenue.

City officials highlighted the safety improve‐
ments that red‐light cameras have made in
other cities, citing Chicago’s reduction in
injury crashes at intersections with cameras,
which decreased by 39%, as well as a 56%
decrease in “T‐bone” crashes and a 52%
decrease in overall crashes between 2005 and
2023.

District 2 resident Tuan Tu said that on his
commute to Fremont, the introduction of
red‐light cameras had also made a notice‐
able difference.

“It got a lot better there and a lot of other
intersections in that city,” Tu said. “Having
some in San Jose is an improvement for us.”

The cameras will start with a 60‐day warn‐
ing period on Oct. 13. 

Drivers will not receive citations until Dec.
12 at the earliest.

The red‐light camera pilot is not the only
safety measure the city could implement, as
San Jose could soon add 33 speed‐safety cam‐
eras along priority corridors.

City officials had initially planned to roll
out that program this year, but the project
faces financial hurdles as a result of the Trump
administration withholding grant money ini‐
tially intended for the program.

“We are asking the Trump administration
to depoliticize public safety and the grants
for safer roads, for our police department,
for our airport — the types of grants we need
to keep our city moving forward,” Mahan
said. “We are looking at alternative fund‐
ing mechanisms that would not require fed‐
eral funding.”
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Times In Memory

October 23

Mary Frances Conte
September 16, 1921 ‑ 
August 29, 2025
Resident of San Jose

M
ary Frances (Votano) Conte
passed away gently and
peacefully in her home on

August 29, 2025, just 2 ½ weeks shy
of her 104th Birthday. Her last days
were filled with the love of so many
family members and friends who
were able to visit her, pray with her,
and prepare her spirit for eternal life.

Mary was a native of San Jose, who
grew up when the region was world
renowned as the “Valley of Heart’s
Delight,” a name coined to describe
the fragrant Santa Clara Valley floor,
blanketed with apricot, cherry, and
prune orchards. Mary, along with
her siblings, joined her family in some
of those orchards, picking prunes
and cutting apricots during harvest
seasons. Mary attended Grant Gram‐
mar School and San Jose High School.
While in High School, she met her
future husband, Dominic Conte, at a
rival baseball game she attended
against Santa Clara High.

Mary Votano married Dominic
Conte on March 27, 1943. Soon after
their marriage, Dominic deployed to
the war in the Pacific. Following
Dominics’ return from the war, he
and Mary bought a surplus housing
barracks in Stockton. Together, they
disassembled it by hand and trans‐
ported the lumber via the old roads
to the lot that would become their

family home. 
On March 27, 2019, Dominic and

Mary celebrated 76 years of mar‐
riage. They had an extraordinary
relationship, defined by love, respect,
compromise, and their common love
for having fun. 

Mary worked as a young woman
for two local candy makers, Schur‐
ra’s Candies, and Pulleys Candies
before moving into food services at
Campbell Unified School District’s,
Leigh High School. After her retire‐
ment, Mary continued her life of serv‐
ice by volunteering at Martha’s
Kitchen, a food outreach program
through Sacred Heart Church in San
Jose. 

When both Dominic and Mary
semi‐retired, they began their many
travels. They travelled through the
US multiple times, exploring and dis‐
covering new routes and new sites

on every trip. After seeing much of
our country, they ventured abroad,
experiencing life in Europe, China,
Canada, and Saudia Arabia. Of course,
Italy was where their heart landed:
and where they connected with
members of both their families.

Mary is survived by sons Richard
(Sharron) and Fran (Erin); three lov‐
ing grandchildren, Mario (Holly),
Anthony (Ana), Natalie (Josh), six
beautiful great grandchildren;
Nicholas, Dominic, Rosie, Violet,
Gabriel and Beau; and a host of mul‐
tiple generations of faithfully devot‐
ed nieces and nephews. Mary is pre‐
ceded in death by her husband
Dominic Conte, mother Rose Votano,
brothers Benny and Rocky, and sis‐
ters Rose, Micky, and Angie.

We wish to express our deepest
gratitude and recognition to both our
parents’ caregivers, Esper Reyes,
Karen Pagute, Jade Mayer, and Kris‐
tine Pagute. Spanning the course of
10 years, they were devoted to our
mother and treated her with the most
tender and loving care. It was their
meticulous care that added years to
our mother’s life, giving us many
more beautiful memories with her.

Funeral Services will be held on
Friday, October 17, 2025, at 10:30
a.m. at St. Christopher Catholic
Church, 2278 Booksin Ave., San Jose,
CA 95125. Internment for family and
those who wish to attend will be at
12:30pm. at Santa Clara Mission
Cemetery, 490 Lincoln St., Santa
Clara, CA 95050.

William Ulleseit
1930‑2025
Evergreen Valley

B
ill Ulleseit passed away Octo‐
ber 5, 2025, after a short bat‐
tle with cancer. His gregarious

and generous nature will be remem‐
bered fondly by all who knew him.

Bill was born in Englewood, New
Jersey on April 26, 1930, but moved
with his family to Los Angeles when
he was two. In 1939, he and his par‐
ents went to Germany to visit his
paternal grandmother, who was ter‐
minally ill. He spent the war years
stranded in Germany, separated from
his parents. He was reunited with
his mother in 1946 and later with his
father. In 1947 he and his parents
relocated to San Jose, where Bill lived
until his death. He married his
beloved late wife Loreita (Medeiros)

in 1953.
Bill worked as a machinist and later

as a power plant engineer. He retired
as Chief Engineer from Valley Med‐
ical Center in San Jose. He was very
passionate about all things steam
powered, especially steam locomo‐

tives. He was an avid builder of live
steam models of all kinds. In the
1960s he ran a Lionel and American
Flyer repair shop out of his base‐
ment, as well as Precision Manufac‐
turing Company, a custom design
and machine shop. In 1969, he led
the rebuilding of steam locomotive
#2 of the Billy Jones Wildcat Rail‐
road in Los Gatos, where he volun‐
teered as Chief Engineer for almost
forty years.

Bill was preceded in death by his
parents, Fred and Frances (Rosen‐
thal) Ulleseit and his wife Loreita. He
is survived by his sons and daugh‐
ters‐in‐law. 

The family would like to thank Oak‐
mont of Silver Creek for their com‐
passionate care of Bill for the last
three years.

A funeral service was held Thurs‐
day, October 16, 2025.

Traficking
Continued from page 7
and close coordination with community‐based advo‐
cates to ensure survivors receive immediate and long‐
term support,” the SJPD spokesperson told San José Spot‐
light. “On game day, rapid‐response teams will remain
on standby to respond to incidents in real time.”

With the San Jose police department having the highest
vacancy rate since 2012, the spokesperson said they will
reassign officers from other divisions to the special unit to
tackle human trafficking. The police department has secured
grant funding that will be unaffected by federal and state
cuts to cover overtime and specialized training.

The Santa Clara Police Department is also working
with the task force to prepare for the sporting events.

“We have a comprehensive public safety steering com‐
mittee responsible for various planning areas, which

includes a dedicated anti‐trafficking sub‐committee,”
SCPD Lt. Eric Lagergren told San José Spotlight.

County officials are looking for ways to funnel more
resources to organizations working to tackle human traf‐
ficking despite the tight budget, District 2 Supervisor Betty
Duong, who sits on the Human Trafficking Commission,
told San José Spotlight.

One of those ways is to get Measure A passed during
the special elections this November, she said, which will
help fund county‐owned hospitals by temporarily increas‐
ing the general sales tax by 0.625%.

“We are at an inflection point right now where we are
challenged budgetarily because of the impacts of H.R.1,”
Duong told San José Spotlight. “But if we don’t fill that
health system gap (through Measure A), we have to pull
from (the general fund). So then now we have a small‐
er pot of money that we then have to stretch to cover
both public safety and health.”
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Mausoleum Crypt for sale Gutter Cleaning/Roof Repair

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

LIVING HOPE 
APOSTOLIC MIN-
ISTRIES
https://www.
livinghopeam.org
2650 Aborn Rd. 
San Jose, CA 95135
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Bible Study” (Group
Study Room) every
Saturday at 12:00pm
OUR MISSION: Evan-
gelizing our commu-
nity and the world
with the gospel of
Jesus Christ. OUR
MINISTRY:  Training
ministers on how to
use their love for God
to reach those in
need of His love.
OUR PASSION:
Transforming lives
within our community
with God’s love.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave.
San Jose, CA 95120.
The Rev. Shelley
Booth Denney, Rector
Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful
followers of Jesus
Christ. Through wor-
ship, study, fellow-

ship and outreach,
we strive to nur ture
and grow a strong
faith community of
believers, a family of
all ages, where each
member feels wel-
comed, loved, valued
and empowered to
serve. Children are
especially welcomed
and cherished as an
important par t of
God's family.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsan-
jose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum"
the English meaning is
"Peace be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who
are Muslims, and what
is the Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and
way of life. Islam
began in the 7th centu-
ry. People who follow
Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is
the Divine book that
guides Muslims to

practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English
meaning is " May Allah
(swt) protect you and
your family".
Please visit our website
to learn more.

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.Com
408-274-1200 
See you on Facebook.
2650 Aborn Rd at
Kettmann, across from
the Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 55 years. 
John Goldstein Pastor.
john@GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.com. Christian
worship every Sunday
at 11am. Together we
build better lives and a
better community.
Music Institute
(408)791 7772. After
School Piano, Violin,
Other classical Instru-
ments.
PreSchool, Ages 2-6
Caring for your child
with God’s love and
affection.
Check our website for
current activities.

HOLY SPIRIT
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our

promise to our mem-
bers. If you are looking
for an active Christian
faith community, we
invite you to experience
Holy Spirit Parish Com-
munity. All are wel-
come! We are located
at 1200 Redmond
Avenue, San Jose, CA
95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m.
Monday - Friday. Our
weekend Mass sched-
ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 6
p.m. Rite of Reconcilia-
tion is every Saturday
at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our
Parish Office is open
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
and Friday 9:00 a.m. -
3:00 p.m. Call 408-
997-5100 for recorded
information or 408-
997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. 

SAN JOSE 
GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148

The word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or
"student." A Sikh is a
practitioner of the faith
founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak
in Punjab of old British
India.  A Guru who is a
"teacher" or "enlighten-
er" completes the rela-
tionship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of
all men and women.
Sikhs believe in three
basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of
God (praying), earning
a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor
with others. Currently
there  are close to one
million Sikhs living in
the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs
living around the world.
Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome
all. We pray daily for
peace and prosperity
for everybody in the
world.  Come to visit
and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365
days of the year and
serves complementary
vegetarian meals.  We
also encourage you to
enter our history room

on site and walk the
beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us
and community events
we sponsor by visiting
our website;
http://www. SanJose-
Gurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF
ASSISI CATHOLIC
CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd.,
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1770
www.sfoasj.com
We invite you to join
our community of faith
located in the Ever-
green area of San
Jose. We are an inclu-
sive diverse communi-
ty striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus
Christ in the footsteps
of St. Francis, offering
prayerful and joyful
liturgies, evangeliza-
tion, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community.
We offer spiritual
opportunities for all
ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O Jr. High,
I.G.N.I.T.E. High
School, & North Star
Young Adult Ministries,
along with small faith
communities and
opportunities to help
the poor and marginal-
ized of San Jose.
Our Chapel, Gathering

Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
sion Center, Parish Gift
Shop, and Memorial
Garden are all located
at 5111 San Felipe Rd.
Please come join us in
worship at any of the
following times in our
Chapel: Weekdays (M-
Sa) at 8:30 AM; Satur-
days at 4:00 PM (Eng-
lish) and 5:30 PM
(Vietnamese); Sundays
at 8:00 AM (English),
10:00 AM (English),
12:00 PM (English),
4:00 PM (Vietnamese),
and 6:00 PM Youth
Mass (English). The
Villages Gated Com-
munity also features a
Mass on Sundays at
8:15 AM at the Cribari
Auditorium.
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Office open
M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00
PM. Come join us and

share your presence
with us so that together
we may grow and
share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

To place a worship 

listing, email 

times@

timesmediainc.com

Jewelry

Painting

I Buy Comic Books.
Cash Paid. Alex 
(408) 393‑1385

Buy/Sell

TimesClassifieds

Employment

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST
Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's in

International Trade related. $62421/yr, 
Pumyang Shipping America

Inc., 3494 Depot Rd, 
Hayward, CA 94545

Reflections Mausoleum 
For sale 254C double crypt in the beauti-
ful Refections Mausoleum at Los Gatos
Memorial Park. The crypt is a perfect
location, just above eye level.  Price:
29,500. The Cemetery will make all

transfers. (408) 455- 8696 Tony Ranieri;
OneGolfingWino@gmail.com

Shoe Repair
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