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  As officials from all levels of govern-
ment gathered Thursday in Hamilton 
to celebrate Freedom Fiber’s build-
out of more than 4,200 miles of fiber 
ensuring reliable high-speed internet 
to homes and businesses across 
eight Alabama counties, there was 
some perspective offered as to the 
significance of that number—4,200. 
  You could drive three and a half 
days continuously from the coast of 
Washington state all the way to 
Florida’s southernmost coast and 
half the way back before you 
reached 4,200 miles of travel.   
  Thanks to a vision from Tombigbee 
Electric Cooperative’s Board of 
Directors nine years ago, more than 
100,000 rural northwest Alabama 

residents now have access to fiber 
internet, something that previously 
seemed impossible. 
  While the ‘big boys,’ including AT&T, 
Spectrum and others, readily built 
the infrastructure to light up high-
population dense communities, 
these providers never embraced the 
‘first mile to last mile’ approach that 
serves as the foundation for 
Freedom Fiber, a subsidiary of 
Tombigbee Electric Cooperative. 
  There were failed efforts by the 
Franklin County Broadband Task 
Force and others to convince these 
larger providers to expand to rural 
areas. Eventually, the Franklin 
County Water Service Authority, 
through local legislation giving it 
statutory authority to regulate and 
pursue broadband grant opportuni-
ties, found a company willing to 
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As Bappa Mukherji addressed the 
crowd at Russellville Hospital’s 50th 
anniversary ‘Golden Jubilee’ cere-
mony Thursday evening, what the 
Java Medical Group CEO said about 
the hospital’s future far overshad-
owed his comments about its first 
half century. 
  “We’ve lost 50 rural hospitals since 
2017. Not every community is fortu-
nate enough to have the safety of its 
own hospital, Mukherji said. 
  “It’s an honor to walk these halls 
every day and see our people caring 

so much. There are 700 rural hospi-
tals at risk today. We’re fortunate not 
to be one of them. 
  “This hospital was bought basically 
out of bankruptcy six years ago. 
Everyone wanted this hospital to sur-
vive. The risk was and is real but we 
have overcome that and will contin-
ue to provide quality rural healthcare 
for the residents of Franklin County,” 
he added. 
  Java Medical Group is the manag-
ing company for Russellville 
Hospital. The hospital is owned by 
DAVA Health, Inc., a Tennessee-
based health care nonprofit that 
owns multiple rural hospitals. 
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World-class dentistry.

Hometown care.

531 St. CLAIR ST. RUSSELLVILLE

Hablamos Espanol

256-332-6888| |

See ‘HOSPITAL,’ Page 4

See ‘FIBER,’ Page 4
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‘A Golden Jubilee:’ Russellville Hospital  
celebrates 50 years of meeting health 

care needs of its community

Freedom Fiber celebrates completion of 
4,200 miles of fiber installation



Scott Anthony May, age 49, of Russellville, 
passed away on Monday, October 13, 2025, at 
Huntsville Hospital. Visitation was held on Fri-

day, October 17. Spry Memorial Chapel assisted 
the family. 

 
Glenda Jean Richardson, 65, of Russellville, 

passed away on October 14, 2025. Pinkard Fu-
neral Home assisted the family. 

 
Elizabeth “Beth” Lou Hester Robinson, age 90, 

passed on October 15, 2025. Spry Memorial 
Chapel assisted the family. 

 
Jessie Delaney “J.D.” Robinson, age 89, passed 
on October 20, 2025. Visitation will be on Thurs-
day, October 23, from 9:30 a.m. until 11 a.m. at 
Spry Memorial Chapel in Russellville with fu-
neral to follow at 11 a.m. at Franklin Memory 

Gardens.

Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon 
panels, letters to the editor and other  

creative submissions to  
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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The next two chapters show how Jesus certified His authority. He 
will perform a series of signs and we will see the response of both the 
crowds and the religious leaders. 

A leper came to Jesus. Leprosy rendered a person ceremonially 
unclean, cut off from the spiritual and social community. His desper-
ate need is revealed in the fact that He implored Jesus. He had no 
doubt in Jesus' ability, but wondered about His willingness. Jesus 
was touched by this man’s need and He touched Him. Under normal 
circumstances Jesus would have been made unclean by this man’s 
touch, but instead, Jesus reverses the direction and makes this man 
clean (Lev. 5:3; 13:44, 45). Jesus instructed him to follow the Law’s 
instructions for a person cleansed of leprosy (Lev. 14:2-32) to show 
them he had been healed. He told the man not to tell anyone. 
Perhaps Jesus recognized that the crowds would slow down His 
work. 

A centurion, a Roman military officer, came to Jesus on behalf of His 
servant. Jesus said He’d come heal the servant, but the officer did not 
think that he was worthy to have Jesus in his house. He knew how 
authority worked. He gave and received commands. He could speak 
the word and the job would be done. He knew Jesus could just speak 
the word. 

Jesus was impressed by His faith. It surpassed the faith of those in 
Israel. In addition, this pointed forward to a day when it would be out-
siders from the nations who would join the spiritual fathers. Those 
who thought they were on the inside would be cast out. 

Jesus told him that what he believed could be done would be. The 
servant was healed right then. 

Lessons to Learn: 
See the power of Jesus. Jesus was able to demonstrate His author-

ity to speak in the way He did by showing His power in a variety of 
ways. He could heal disease with the touch of a hand or at a distance. 
We will see Him demonstrate His power in even more ways. 

See the compassion of Jesus. The first man knew Jesus had the 
power, but didn’t know if He was willing. Jesus was. The centurion 
and his slave may have been outsiders, but Jesus met the Roman’s 
faith with healing power. 

Great faith equals great humility. This is always the case. The first 
man trusted Jesus, but would not presume to demand Jesus’ atten-
tion. The second man trusted Jesus and did not feel like He had the 
value for Jesus to come into His house. If we know and trust Jesus, 
we will humble ourselves under His will. We won’t presume or 
assume we deserve anything. 

Tune in to 100.7 WGOL Sunday at 8:30am for our Back to the Bible 
Radio Program. 

Reach out with your questions, comments, or requests for  personal 
Bible study  at backtothebiblepodcast.com or at info@backtothebible-
podcast.com. 

Back to the Bible 
by Larsen Plyler:

Matthew 8:1-13
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  Mukherji said the hospital’s most valuable asset is the people who work there and their daily efforts to make Russellville Hospital a special place for 
the community. 
  In the past six years, the hospital has added wound care, a sleep lab, expanded its surgical services and added clinicians to its team. 
  Mukherji also acknowledged one area where the hospital needs improvement and it will become a focus in the coming years. 
  “Russellville Hospital will continue to be a hub for acute care and we will expand our preventive care, something we need to do a better job of to help 
people,” Mukherji said. “We will increase the focus to help keep people from getting sick rather than just providing treatment afterward. 
  “A lot of people believe you have to leave Russellville to get quality health care. I assure you that’s not true. There’s quality health care right here if 
you’ll use it,” he added. 
  In a time where the futures of many rural hospitals are in peril, it was a proud moment for the management and staff of Russellville Hospital to hear 
those reassuring words as the hospital celebrates its 1975 opening in Russellville. 
  And the numbers of patients treated last year shows the ever-growing importance of Russellville Hospital for Franklin County. More than 9,000 
patients were treated at the facility’s emergency room in 2024, with this year’s total expected to surpass 10,000, Mukherji said. 
  Russellville Hospital saw more than 25,000 outpatient hospital visits last year. And if you add patient visits with Russellville Hospital’s providers and 
clinicians, that number balloons to 220,000, almost seven times the population of Franklin County. 
  U.S. Rep. Robert Aderholt (R-Haleyville) presented a resolution read into the Congressional record recognizing Russellville Hospital’s accomplishments 
and significance in this community the past 50 years. 
  State Rep. Jamie Kiel (R-Russellville) followed by presenting Mukherji and Ware a copy of a resolution approved by the Alabama Legislature also 
honoring the hospital’s 50th anniversary. 
  Kiel (R-Russellville) recalls a phone call he received shortly after he was first elected to the Alabama Legislature in 2018. 
  “One of the first calls I got was ‘the hospital is about to be running on generators,’” Kiel recalled. “And I thought ‘is there a functional problem? And 
they said ‘no, they cannot pay their electric bill. They have not paid their electric bill and their electricity is about to be turned off.’ 
  “And it is a remarkable turnaround in the last six years, Bappa and Chris, that you guys have been here. The appearance of the hospital, the reputation 
of the hospital totally changed in that six years. On behalf of the Alabama Legislature, I’m very proud to present a resolution to Russellville Hospital 
acknowledging the work you have done to turn this around,” Kiel added. 
  In conjunction with its 50th anniversary, the hospital’s recent renovations reflect management’s ongoing commitment to the facility’s future. Those 
renovations include a newly painted exterior, a stone-enhanced facade, updated signage and a new neutral interior palette. 
  The emergency room has received a new paint job and new flooring, helping to ensure a welcoming and modern environment for patients and staff. 
  In the always developing health care industry, Russellville Hospital will continue to be a trendsetter, its CEO explained in his final comments Thursday 
evening. 
  “The health care landscape is ever-changing. Our board and leadership team are dedicated to investing their time and money into our remaining on 
the front end of health care practices in this hospital,” Ware said.

  invest in Franklin County. That’s where Freedom Fiber came in. Local, state and federal elected officials worked tirelessly to obtain grants to begin, 
and complete, the buildout. These include the Franklin County Commission dedicating American Relief Plan grant funds, Rep. Jamie Kiel and Sen. 
Larry Stutts securing state grant monies and Congressman Robert Aderholt steering federal funds vitals to the project—a true team effort. 
  In 2018-2019, Freedom Fiber secured federal United States Department of Agriculture ReConnect support that jump started rural fiber construction. 
  “Standing in that Hamilton warehouse six years ago, I said that broadband is the electricity of the 21st century,” Aderholt said. “Today, we are closer 
than ever to ensuring that every home, school and business in Alabama has access to that vital lifeline. The progress is real—and the best is yet to 
come.” 
  And as we near the end of 2025, more than 96% of Franklin County residents have access to reliable, high-speed internet at their homes and busi-
nesses. 
  Scott Mugno, former board member of the Franklin County Water Service Authority, attended Thursday’s event and reflected on the impact of what 
Freedom Fiber has meant to Franklin County. 
  “This was a great celebration! Tombigbee Electric Cooperative and Freedom Fiber have made a permanent positive change in Northwest Alabama—
both present day and for our future,” Mugno said. “They should be very proud as should all the community leaders and officials who worked so long 
for this.” 
  Freedom Fiber’s 4,200-mile buildout serves seven counties in addition to Franklin County with one gigabit fiber access. Residents in Marion, Lamar, 
Fayette and portions of Winston, Walker, Cullman and Tuscaloosa counties also had no options for modern connectivity until Freedom Fiber came to 
their counties.

‘HOSPITAL,’ from Page 1

‘FIBER,’ from Page 1
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  A 26-year career in any profession is quite a milestone.  
  In law enforcement, it’s a rarity.  
  For Russellville Police Department Captain Joe Hargett,  his 26-year career serving the citizens of Franklin County will soon end, with November 1st his retirement 
day. 
  The Russellville Police Department invites the public to join officers and colleagues at a reception honoring Hargett for more than a quarter century of dedicated 
law enforcement in his native Franklin County. 

  The reception will be Wednesday, October 29th, from 1-3 p.m., in the Municipal Courtroom of the Russellville Police 
Department building in downtown Russellville. 
  Hargett’s law enforcement career began when he was hired as a Corrections Officer/Dispatcher in the Franklin County 
Sheriff’s Office in 2000.  
  In his five-year tenure with the FCSO, Hargett would serve as a deputy after his law enforcement academy graduation 
and the department’s K-9 Officer. 
  Hargett was hired by the City of Russellville in 2005. His advancement through the ranks of RPD saw Hargett begin as 
a patrolman, receive promotions to patrol sergeant, then investigations sergeant,  investigations lieutenant and Investi-
gations Captain. 
  Hargett was assigned to the Drug Enforcement Agency as a task force officer, as well as an assignment to the Ala-
bama Law Enforcement Agency Region E Drug Task Force. 
  Those promotions didn’t just happen by coincidence. Hargett, according to RPD Chief Chris Hargett, who happens to 
be his brother as well, served as an example of what a law enforcement officer should be. 
  “Throughout his career, Captain Hargett has led with integrity, professionalism and a deep commitment to this com-
munity. His experience and leadership have made a lasting impact on our department and those he’s worked alongside,” 
Chief Hargett said. 
  “On a personal note, I’ve had the privilege of serving with Joe not only as a colleague but also as my younger brother. I 
was working at the Franklin County Sheriff’s Office when he began his career. And when I became Chief of Russellville, 
he was one of the first people I hired.  It’s bittersweet to see him retire, but I’m proud of all he’s accomplished and thank-
ful for his years of service,” Hargett added. 
  Russellville Mayor David Grissom said Hargett will have a lasting impact on the Russellville Police Department  be-
cause of the example he set each day he came to work. 
  “Captain Hargett’s legacy will continue to live on in the men and women of the Russellville Police Department whom he 
worked with on a daily basis. We wish him the best in his well-earned retirement, but his professionalism and dedication 
to law enforcement will be very much missed,” Grissom said.

Public invited to reception honoring 26-year 
law enforcement career of retiring RPD Captain Joe Hargett

RPD Captain Joe Hargett  
(Courtesy photo)



North Russellville Baptist Church will host its annual Fall Festival 
Saturday, Oct. 25 from 4-6:30 p.m. Bounce house, games, fun! 

Trunk or treating, face painting, hair tinsel, popcorn, cotton candy, photo ops, 
Little Debbie cake Walk. Wright Weiner Food Truck, Brew Sisters Coffee and 
an ice cream truck will be set up to sell food. Church is located at 1401 
Waterloo Road in Russellville. 

The NACOLG SENIORx medication assistance program supplies 
free and low-cost medications for anyone in Alabama with a dis-

ability or chronic illness, regardless of age, that requires daily medication. 
Medicare recipients may also be eligible. For more information, contact 
NACOLG SENIORX today. There is no charge for this service. Call Paula 
Pardue at 256-389-0529, 256-389-0530 or 1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463). 
This program is in partnership with the State of Alabama and Alabama 
Department of Senior Services. Contact us for more information. 

Join Safeplace in its campaign for Domestic Violence Awareness by 
participating in the Purple Mile Walk,  Friday, Oct. 24th, 9 a.m., at 

the Franklin County Courthouse. T-shirts will be sold at a cost of $20/each. To 
order t-shirts, call Kim Smith at 256-460-6832 or email her at ksmith@nwal-
safeplace.org. 

Siloam Missionary Baptist Church, located at 1657 County Rd 60, 
Russellville, will have a Fall Festival on Sunday, October 26, from 

5-7 p.m. There will be a Trunk or Treat, crafts for kids, a cake walk, and hot 
dogs will be served.  

The Cowboy Church of Franklin County will host a Trunk ‘R Treat on 
October 31, 2025, starting at 5 p.m. There will be candy-filled dec-

orated trunks and fun for all ages! Church is located at 25100 Highway 24, 
Russellville. For more information, call Michelle at 256-668-2344. 

The Cowboy Church of Franklin County invites you to a Judgment 
House Experience Chili Cook-Off, Saturday, October 25th, at the 

church, located at 25100 Hwy. 24, Russellville. Bring your best chili, if you 
dare! Chili drop-off by 4 p.m. Judging begins at 4:30 p.m. ‘Judgment House: 
The Last Ride, a hayride drama experience will begin immediately following the 
Chili Cook-Off. Free admission. Family-friendly Western-themed fun with a 
powerful message of eternity. For more information, call Jean at 256-275-0730. 

There will be a Car Show as part of the Leighton  Fire Department’s 
2nd annual Fall Festival, Saturday, Oct. 25th, 4-8 p.m., 2225 

Railroad Street, Leighton. Sponsored by Why Knot Show ‘Em Off. Free to 
spectate. $20 registration paid day of show in person. Cars, trucks, bikes & 
RatRods. Trophies, door prizes, 50/50 drawing. Call 256-668-2585 for more 
info. 

The Russellville First Methodist Church will have a 5th Thursday 
Food Giveaway on Thursday, October 30th, at 311 N Jackson Ave., 

Russellville, AL, beginning at 1 pm.  Please use the back entrance from 
Washington Ave. Remain in your car, have your ID ready, and allow our volun-
teers to serve you. Note: In case of inclement weather, the giveaway will be 
rescheduled. 

Love Packages Ministry is in need of donations of new and used 
Bibles (in any condition). They will be sent to ministers and mis-

sionaries around the world who will distribute them. Donations can be dropped 
off in the church office of Red Bay First Baptist Church or Russellville First 
Baptist Church.

For updates on news and 
sports, visit us online at  

franklinfreepress.net!
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  At its October 20, 2025, business meeting, the  Franklin County Commission approved a 10-year tax abatement for Pilgrim’s, Inc.,  based on 
the company’s commitment to a $9 million capital improvement expected to add 260 jobs for Franklin County. 
  The commission approved the measure after hearing from Franklin County Development Authority Executive Director Sherye Price.  
  The $9 capital improvement will include improvements and renovations of existing buildings rather than construction of a new facility. The proj-
ect will allow the company to expand production and offer an additional product bringing an expected 260 new jobs to the Russellville facility, 
Price said.  
  The abatement does not relieve the company of paying eduction taxes for the 10-year period.  Similar abatements have been granted pre-
viously by the commission for both new industry and expansion of existing industry in Franklin County. 
  In other agenda items at its October 20th meeting, the commission: 
—accepted the resignation of part-time Emergency Management Agency Assistant Ron Coats and agreed to advertise for the position. 
—tabled a proposal for repairs to four weather/emergency sirens across the county in order to obtain estimates for the necessary repairs and 
whether battery replacement will resolve the issues for any of the sirens. 
—approved the resignation of temporary Franklin County Highway Department employee Eli Warren.  
—approved a request by Delane Clark to vacate Parker Road after a public hearing brought no objection to the proposal.  
—tabled an agenda item to consider a request of right-of-way for a portion of County Road 21 by a party that has leased hunting rights on the 
property and wants to ensure the ability to access it. 
—tabled until December a request to vacate Husey Hammock Road to allow adjoining property owners and utility companies the opportunity to 
be contacted about the proposal. 
—approved the hiring of Callie Barber as part-time Temporary Property Clerk in the Revenue Commissioner’s Office and Kathy Morgan as part-
time mapping clerk/property clerk. 
—approved the hiring of Marina Staphill as Corrections Officer/Dispatcher and Dustin Chase Oliver as Courthouse Security Officer in the Frank-
lin County Sheriff’s Office. 
—tabled filling two vacant Deputy positions in the Sheriff’s Office. 
—declared a 2015 Chevrolet Tahoe surplus property and authorized the sale of the same on GovDeals.com. 
accepted the resignation of Samantha Weeks as Corrections Officer/Dispatcher and authorized advertising for the same. 
—approved hiring Tiffany Buchanan as temporary Corrections Officer/ Dispatcher. 
—authorized soliciting bids for the purchase of two garbage trucks in the Solid Waste Department at a cost of $298,590 per truck. 
—approved the resignation of temporary Heavy Equipment Operator Joel Woods. 
—reappointed LaVon Duboise to the NACOLG Board. 
—appointed Michael Shane Bendall as District Two board member and Judy Bullen as District Four board member on the Industrial Devel-
opment Board.
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  By a split vote of 3-2, the Russellville City Council approved an application to issue a retail liquor (off-premise consumption) license to a busi-
ness that will soon open in the former Dot’s Cafe property on Highway 43 North across from Burger King. 
  The petitioner N Vir Russellville, Inc., d/b/a Tigers Beverages, applied for the retail liquor Class II package (per Alabama ABC Board) and the 
matter was set for a public hearing before the council’s October 20th meeting. 
  There was no input either in favor of or against the application at the public hearing. Mayor David Grissom and Councilmen David Palmer and 
Jamie Harris voted to issue the license, while Councilmen Darren Woodruff and Gary Cummings voted against the application. Councilman Dex-
ter Hamilton was absent from his final  meeting on the Russellville City Council. 
  Prior to Monday’s council meeting, city’s Alcohol Review Committee recommended the council approve the application for Tigers Beverages. 
  Monday’s meeting was the final one for the current council.  
  The next meeting will be November 3, 2025, which will be the organizational meeting for the new mayor and council. Only one change will take 
place, as Lonnie Freeman will be sworn in as District Four Councilman and join Grissom, Palmer, Woodruff, Cummings and Harris. 
  The council also made a number of board appointments, including the following:  
—Zoning Adjustment Board: reappointed Scott Adcock, George Coleman, Sr., and Tony Chard, and appointed Chad Wells and Jeff Fretwell. 
—Russellville Water and Sewer Board: reappointed Joe Graham. 
—Civil Service Board: reappointed Scott Adcock. 
—Russellville Industrial Development Board: reappointed Matt Cooper, Alan Rhudy and Greg Trapp. Appointed Chad Wells and Sergio Ruiz. 
—Russellville City Schools Board of Education: reappointed Kim Clonts and Greg Trapp, both District One residents. The motion to reappoint 
was made by Woodruff and seconded by Palmer.  

County Commission approves 10-year tax abatement 
for Pilgrim’s $9 million capital investment

Russellville City Council approves retail liquor license  
by 3-2 split vote
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GENERAL NOTICE ANNOUNCEMENT 
CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE 

 
 PATROL OFFICER – POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 
DEFINITION OF JOB: Patrols a designated sector of the city of 
Russellville and responds to complaints.  Serves warrants and 
subpoenas and testifies in court.  Provides traffic control as-

sistance.  Performs dispatching duties.  Performs other police 
related duties as required. 

 
REQUIRED KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ABILITIES: 

Knowledge of: the city buildings and street system of Russell-
ville; city, state and federal laws; court procedures; depart-

ment rules, regulations and procedures; maintenance and use 
of weapons; radio codes, surveillance equipment and legal 

procedures involved with illegal drug cases. 
Ability to:   operate a motor vehicle; read; safely fire a weapon; 

communicate on telephone and radio; generate written doc-
uments such as reports and tickets; bend, crouch; stretch; 

stretch; walk; run; respond to emergency situations on short 
notice; and do the essential functions of the job as directed in 

this description. 
Willingness to:  work overtime, irregular hours, weekends and 

holidays; travel and attend seminars and workshops. 
 

QUALIFICATIONS and SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS: 
Possession of a high school diploma or GED 

Minimum of 21 years of age 
Must meet or exceed the minimum requirements established 

by the State of Alabama Peace Officers Standards and Training 
Commission 

Possession of a valid Alabama Drivers License 
               Possess the ability to obtain an Alabama Police 

Academy diploma or its equivalent 
 

 
THE CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
EMPLOYER.  ALL QUALIFIED APPLICANTS WILL RECEIVE 
CONSIDERATION WITHOUT REGARD TO RACE, RELIGION, 
COLOR, SEX, NATIONAL ORIGIN, POLITICAL AFFILIATION, 

DISABILITY, OR ANY OTHER NON-MERIT FACTOR.  THE CITY 
OF RUSSELLVILLE ENCOURAGES APPLICATIONS FOR POSI-
TIONS IN ALL PROTECTIVE SERVICE DEPARTMENTS FROM 

WOMEN IN AN ATTEMPT TO INCREASE THEIR REPRESENTA-
TION IS PROTECTIVE SERVICE DEPARTMENTS. 

 
Pay Range is from $46,278.96 – 71,384.18. 

 
Applications and copies of the Job Descriptions may be ob-
tained at the Russellville City Hall, Office of the Mayor, 304 

North Jackson Avenue.  Applications submitted to the Russell-
ville Civil Service Board less than one year ago remain active.  
Those individuals do not need to reapply in order to receive 

consideration for this appointment.  They need to call the city 
hall and ask to pull their application.  Applications must be re-

turned no later than October 24, 2025, 2025, by U.S. Mail to: 
 

The Russellville Civil Service Board 
P. O. Box 308 

Russellville, AL  35653 
 

The appointees will be required to successfully complete a 
physical examination including drug and alcohol screening 

prior to employment. 

Please send your guest columns and other  
creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com
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Shoals Primary Care
welcomes

Dr. Zaman
Shah

to the practice
in Sheffield

Monday-Thursday 8am - 5pm

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED
MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

Walk-ins are Welcome

342 Cox Boulevard
Sheffield

256-383-4473
shoalsprimarycarellc.com

36
12

31
-1

Board certified in Internal Medicine,
Dr. Shah is an exceptional physician and

a close family member of Dr. Syed.
He will be continuing Dr. Syed’s legacy
of excellent and compassionate patient

care with Shoals Primary Care.

The Franklin County Commission is accepting applications 
for the following position(s): 

 
Deputy, Sheriff’s Office 

Corrections Officer/Dispatcher, Jail  
Part Time EMA Assistant, EMA  

 
Applications will be accepted in the Franklin County Com-

mission office until positions are filled. 
 

An application and job description may be picked up, faxed 
or emailed upon request from the Franklin County Commis-

sion Office, located at 405 N Jackson Avenue, Monday – 
Friday, 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM, by calling (256) 332-8850 or ap-
plications are available at www.franklincountyal.org under 

the Careers tab.  
 

Franklin County is an equal opportunity employer and does 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 

sex, religion, age or disability in the employment or pro-
vision of services. 

  “District Two is still working to appoint a representative on the school board,” Woodruff 
said. “At this time, with the tenure of the current board members, for the good of our 
school system and the good of the board, I agreed to support the experienced board 
members for another term.” 
—Library Board: reappointed Debbie Beason, Tammie West, Maria Mojica, Lela Ray and 
Connie Cole and appointed Katernia Cole-Coffey and Cassie Medley as advisory board 
members. 
—Airport Authority: appointed Rob Grant. 
—Compatibility Board: appointed Chad Wells. 
  In other agenda items, the council: 
—approved the promotion of David Romans to Sergeant in the Russellville Police Depart-
ment. 
—approved the promotion of Chris Watkins to Captain in the Russellville Fire Department. 
—approved promotion of Mickey Gentry, Marcus Hill, Grant Tarascou, Brad Pounders, 
Shane Mansell and Bryan Sutton as Lieutenants in the Russellville Fire Department.



YARD SALE 
 

Two-Family 
Yard Sale. 

Thurs/Fri/Sat, 
Oct. 23/24/25. 

1719 North 
Jackson Ave, 
just north of 

Good 
Shepherd 
Catholic 
Church. 

Clothing, per-
fume, jewelry, 

Christmas 
boxes, much 

more! 
 

Garage Sale. 
Fri/Sat Oct. 
24/25. 8am-
until. 3567 
Waterloo 

Road. 
Furniture, 

home decor, 
kids' clothing 

and more! 
 

Yard Sale. 
Saturday, Oct. 
25. 7am-until. 
290 Virginia 

Ave., 
Russellville. 
Home decor, 

clothing, 
shoes, much 

more! 
 

Two Family 
Yard Sale. 

Saturday, Oct. 
25. 7-2. 55 
Marshall 

Drive, 
Russellville. 
4th road on 

left past 
McDonald’s 

off 
Underwood 

Road. 
Boutique 
clothing, 

home goods, 
furniture, 

more! 
 

Yard Sale. 
Saturday, Oct. 

25. 7-2. 55 

Marshall 
Drive, 

Russellville. 
4th road on 

left past 
McDonald’s 

off 
Underwood 

Road. 
Boutique 
clothing, 

home goods, 
furniture, 

more! 
 

Neighborhoo
d Yard Sale. 
Brookewood 
Subdivision. 

Saturday, Oct. 
25th, 7am-

until. Several 
families par-

ticipating. 
Pass the 

word! 
 

Two Family 
Yard Sale. 
Fri/Sat Oct. 
24/25. 7-5 

Friday, 7-12 
Saturday. 

1260 
Underwood 
Road. Tools, 

furniture, 
household 

goods, chil-
dren’s toys, 

more! 
 

Yard Sale. 
Saturday, Oct. 

25th. 181 
James Road, 
Russellville. 

Women's and 
Children's 

clothing and 
much more! 

 
BUSINESS 

 
FREE 

Landscape 
Blocks, 

Rocks and 
Bricks. You 
load, you 

haul. There is 
LOTS of it! 

Call 256-436-

6905. 
 

SERVICES 
 

SELLING a 
RV, Tractor or 

Golf Cart? 
ADVERTISE 
STATEWIDE 
or by region 
in over 100 

Newspapers, 
reaching over 

1 million 
readers each 
week!  Run 

your ad in our 
Classified 

Network for 
just $210 per 
week! Make 
one call to 

this newspa-
per (partici-
pating Ala-

SCAN news-
paper) or call 

1-800-264-
7043 to find 

out how easy 
it is to adver-

tise 
statewide!  

 
BEAUTIFUL 

BATH 
UPDATES in 
as little as 
ONE DAY! 
Superior 

quality bath 
and shower 
systems at 
AFFORD-

ABLE 
PRICES! 

Lifetime war-
ranty & pro-

fessional 
installs. Call 
Now! 1-833-

770-0326 
 

We Buy 
Houses for 
Cash AS IS! 
No repairs. 

No fuss. Any 
condition. 
Easy three 

step process: 
Call, get cash 
offer and get 

paid. Get 
your fair cash 
offer today by 

calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 

1-877-385-
7131 

 
WATER DAM-

AGE 
CLEANUP & 
RESTORA-

TION:  A 
small amount 
of water can 
lead to major 

damage in 
your home. 
Our trusted 

professionals 
dry out the 

wet area and 
do repairs to 
protect your 
family and 

your home's 
value! If you 
have water in 

your home 
that needs to 
be dried, Call 
24/7:  1-833-

879-1371 
Have zip code 

of service 
location 

ready when 
you call!  

 
HEALTH/ 
BEAUTY 

 
ATTENTION 

OXYGEN 
THERAPY 
USERS! 
Discover 
Oxygen 

Therapy That 
Moves with 

You with 
Inogen 

Portable 
Oxygen 

Concentrator
s. FREE infor-

mation kit. 
Call 1-833-
650-7885 

 
Attention: 

VIAGRA and 
CIALIS 

USERS! A 
cheaper alter-
native to high 

drugstore 
prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only 

$99! 100% 
guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 
1-833-641-

6606 
 

FOR SALE 
 

AFFORD-
ABLE TV & 

INTERNET. If 
you are over-

paying for 
your service, 
call now for a 

free quote 
and see how 

much you 
can save! 1-
833-641-6672 

 
NEED NEW 
FLOORING?  
Call today to 
schedule a 
FREE in-

home esti-
mate on 

Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-833-

641-6567 
 

No more 
cleaning out 

gutters. 
Guaranteed! 
LeafFilter is 

the most 
advanced 

gutter protec-
tion for your 

home, backed 
by a no-clog 

guarantee 
and lifetime 
transferrable 
warranty. Call 
today 1-833-
683-2005 to 
schedule a 

FREE inspec-
tion and no 
obligation 

estimate. Plus 
get 20% off! 
Seniors and 

military save 
an additional 

10%. 
Restrictions 
apply, see 

representa-
tive for war-

ranty and 
offer details 

 
Prepare for 
power out-
ages today 

with a 
Generac 

Home 
Standby 

Generator. 
Act now to 
receive a 

FREE 7-Year 
warranty with 

qualifying 
purchase* 
Call 1-877-
323-5516 
today to 

schedule a 
free quote. 

It’s not just a 
generator. It’s 

a power 
move. 

 
Safe Step. 

North 
Americas #1 
Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensi

ve lifetime 
warranty. 

Top-of-the-
line installa-

tion and serv-
ice. Now fea-

turing our 
FREE shower 
package and 
$1600 Off for 

a limited 
time! Call 

today! 
Financing 

available. Call 
Safe Step 1-
844-871-6175 

 
DENTAL 

INSURANCE 
from 

Physicians 
Mutual 

Insurance 

Company. 
Coverage for 
400 plus pro-
cedures. Real 
dental insur-
ance - NOT 
just a dis-

count plan. 
Do not wait! 

Call now! Get 
your FREE 

Dental 
Information 
Kit with all 

the details! 1-
877-817-4697 
www.dental50
plus.com/alab

ama #6258 
 

Jacuzzi Bath 
Remodel can 
install a new, 
custom bath 
or shower in 
as little as 

one day. For 
a limited time, 
waiving ALL 
installation 

costs! 
(Additional 

terms apply. 
Subject to 

change and 
vary by deal-

er. (Offer 
ends 

12/31/25.) Call 
1-877-205-

0836 
 

Replace your 
roof with the 
best looking 
and longest 

lasting mate-
rial steel from 

Erie Metal 

Roofs! Three 
styles and 

multiple col-
ors available. 
Guaranteed 
to last a life-
time! Limited 
Time Offer up 

to 50% off 
installation + 

Additional 
10% off 

install (for 
military, 

health work-
ers & 1st 

responders.) 
Call Erie 

Metal Roofs: 
1-833-955-

3163 
 

Consumer 
Cellular - the 
same reliable, 

nationwide 
coverage as 
the largest 
carriers. No 
long-term 

contract, no 
hidden fees 

and activation 
is free. All 

plans feature 
unlimited talk 

and text, 
starting at 

just 
$20/month. 
For more 

information, 
call 1-844-
358-5270 

 
AUTOMOTIVE 

 
GOT AN 

UNWANTED 

CAR??? 
DONATE IT 

TO PATRIOT-
IC HEARTS. 

Fast free pick 
up. Patriotic 
Hearts’ pro-
grams help 

veterans find 
work or start 

their own 
business. Call 

24/7: 1-833-
426-0193 

 
Donate your 
car, truck, 

boat, RV and 
more to sup-
port our vet-

erans! 
Schedule a 
FAST, FREE 
vehicle pick-

up and 
receive a top 

tax deduc-
tion! Call 

Veteran Car 
Donations at 

1-877-724-
3049 today! 

 

Beautiful Fall Mums and Pumpkins for sale. Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, 8am-
1pm, Friday 8am-5pm. Set up at intersection of Alabama 24 and Highway 77. Also, 
may pickup at Farm in Bethesda community. Call ahead at 256-668-3893 or with 

any questions.



Kadin Pounders 
Franklin Free Press 
 
  The Red Bay High School football program’s turnaround from the 2024 season to the pres-
ent has been a remarkable one. 
  On Friday night, the Red Bay Tigers went on the road and routed Decatur Heritage 50-9 to 
win the Class 2A Region 8 title, the program’s first region championship since 2019. The vic-
tory over the Eagles improved Red Bay’s record to 7-1 overall and 4-0 in region play and 
guaranteed the Tigers a home playoff game for the first time since 2020. 
  “It’s a big moment for our program, and I think our kids have done a great job so far,” first-
year Red Bay head coach Tyler Jeffreys told the Franklin Free Press. “We’re the region 
champs for the first time since 2019. That was one of our goals before the season started, 
and the players achieved it. 
  “This was definitely a team effort. We have a bunch of unselfish kids that want each other 
to play well, and I think that’s been a huge part of our success,” Jeffreys added. “Credit to our 
staff—it’s not just me. Credit to our kids for the effort they’ve put in week in and week out. 
“I’m super proud of our kids and how they’ve played all year long.” 
  Red Bay dominated the hosts overall, but it was actually Decatur Heritage that scored the 
opening points with a successful field goal on the opening drive of the game. 
  That was just about all the Eagles could hang their hat on in the contest, however. Red Bay 
answered with a drive and a short touchdown run by senior Jaxon Vinson to make it 8-3, 
Tigers. The visitors never surrendered the lead after that. 
  Jaxon Swann was the next Tiger to find the endzone to make it 14-3; Vinson scored his sec-
ond touchdown of the night on a 20-yard rush to increase RBHS’ advantage to 20-3; and sen-
ior quarterback Jeremiah Thorne’s 47-yard touchdown scamper late in the second quarter 
made it 28-3 before the halftime break. 

Kadin Pounders 
Franklin Free Press 
 
  It was a great night to be back at the friend-
ly confines of Golden Tiger Stadium for the 
Russellville High School varsity football 
team on Friday. 
  After a three-game road stretch, the Golden 
Tigers clinched a postseason berth on 
Homecoming night, beating region foe West 
Point 42-14 to improve to 5-3 overall and 4-
1 in Class 5A Region 7. 
  “It’s definitely good to get into the playoffs. 
That’s a big goal each and every year,” 
Russellville head coach Dustin Goodwin 
said. “If you’re not in it then you don’t get the 
chance to extend your season, so making 
the playoffs is always a big plus. We’re very 
pleased with our kids.” 
  Homecoming week comes with many dis-
tractions, but Goodwin felt his players did a 
good job of handling them and maintaining 
focus on their opponent throughout the 
week. 
  “It’s been a great week,” Goodwin said. 
“There were a ton of potential distractions. 
Our middle school football team won the 
conference championship; our volleyball 
team won the area championship and we 
went and cheered them on, and that was 
great to see something that hasn’t happened 
in a really long time here. Then there was 
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Golden Tigers clinch  

playoff berth with 
Homecoming win over 

West Point

See, ‘VOLLEYBALL,’ Page 13

See, ‘RED BAY,’ Page 12

See, ‘HOMECOMING,’ Page 12

RHS volleyball downs Lawrence County to 
capture long-awaited area tournament title

Red Bay claims first region title since 
2019 after Decatur Heritage win

Kadin Pounders 
Franklin Free Press 
 
  In front of a large crowd and a packed student section, the Russellville High School varsity 
volleyball team took care of business in the Class 5A Area 15 tournament on Thursday night, 
dispatching the Lawrence County Lady Red Devils 3-1 in the championship match. 
After falling behind 1-0 to start the contest, the Lady Golden Tigers roared back to take the 
next three sets and capture the tournament title. 
  “It just means a lot,” Russellville’s second-year head coach Madison Lamon said. “I love that 
they (the players) give no quit. We…came off with the loss that first set and they bounced 
back, and that’s all I could ask of them. I told them to leave it all out there on the court, and 
they did exactly that. They didn’t quit.” 
  Russellville secured the right to host the area tournament and clinched an automatic berth 
into the area championship game after winning the regular season area title back on October 
7. 
  The Lady Golden Tigers had to wait to find out who they would draw in the area final on 
Thursday night, decided by the outcome of the West Point and Lawrence County semifinal. 
It was LCHS that advanced. 
  In the championship match, it was the already warmed-up Lady Red Devils who grabbed 
an early advantage and earned a victory in the first set, 25-15. 
  But the Lady Golden Tigers’ heads didn’t fall, and the team had a blistering start to set two, 
taking a quick 7-1 lead and forcing LCHS to take a timeout. 
  The hosts continued to dominate in the set, going up 14-5, then 18-8, and, after a brief run 
by LCHS, put the set away 25-17 with senior Laila Hill’s kill ending it. 



‘RED BAY,’ from Page 11

‘HOMECOMING,’ from Page 11

  In the second half, Vinson recorded a third rushing touchdown—this one for close to 90 
yards—to make it 36-3. And for good measure, Vinson rushed for another touchdown, his 20th 
of the campaign, in the third quarter to give Red Bay a 43-3 advantage. 
  Red Bay’s final touchdown was also scored in the third quarter. Decatur Heritage would go 
on to grab a garbage time touchdown in the fourth. 
  The region title was a well-deserved reward for the team that hasn’t been beaten since week 
two of the campaign and has not lost a home game yet this year. Jeffreys, who got drenched 
by his players at the end of the game, said his players were stoked by the accomplishment. 
  “After they gave me a water bath I was a little shocked, but they were really excited,” Jeffreys 
said of his players. “It was a big night for them. All of the kids that are on this team have set 
the standard for this program for years to come. They worked really hard for this and they de-
serve to celebrate this one.” 
  With the 41-point victory over Decatur Heritage, Red Bay secures one more game at Fred 
Bostick Jr. Stadium this season. Whatever happens the remainder of the regular season, the 
Red Bay Tigers will host the fourth seed in Region 7 come November 7. 
  That said, after the celebrations are over the Tigers have to remember the job is not done 
just yet, Jeffreys said. 
  “The thing about it is we’re not done,” the RBHS head coach told the FFP. “We’ve gotta keep grinding. We’ve achieved one of our goals, but we 
can’t be complacent. 
  “Not too long from now the games will just keep getting tougher and tougher, so we’ve gotta continue to get better each week,” Jeffreys added. 
  Red Bay continues its regular season slate with a final region game at Tanner on Friday, October 24.

Page 12 
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the bonfire and the pep rally and the parade and getting out of school—still being able to come out here and execute and play as well as we did, I 
think it’s a testament to the character of our team and the focus they have. 
  “We’ve had great crowds at everything that’s gone on this week,” he added. “It’s been a great week for Russellville athletics, for Russellville High 
School, and I think this week shows why it’s great to be a Golden Tiger.” 
  The Golden Tigers drew first blood in the region contest against West Point. Russellville opened things up with a 59-yard touchdown pass from 
sophomore quarterback Whit Goodwin to senior wide receiver Connor Devaney, giving RHS a 7-0 lead after the extra point by senior kicker David 
Tomas. 
  The visitors tied it up late in the first quarter on a 13-yard touchdown, but another touchdown pass by Goodwin—this one to senior Bryson Cooper—
gave the Golden Tigers the lead again, 14-7, with 11:34 remaining in the first half. 
  Russellville was able to extend its lead to two touchdowns before halftime after an interception by freshman Drake Ergle gave the Golden Tigers 
the ball back. A 70-yard completion to receiver Julyun Francisco set up a 
short touchdown run by junior running back Tarus Davis to make it 21-7 at 
the break. 
  After the intermission, West Point struck on a 64-yard touchdown run, 
making it 21-14 with less than a minute gone in the third quarter. However, 
the Golden Tigers shook off the early second half sucker punch and con-
trolled the game moving forward. 
  An 11-yard touchdown pass from Goodwin to junior Daniel Aycock dou-
bled the lead for RHS, 28-14 in the third quarter. 
  Later in the third, Goodwin scored a TD with his legs from five yards out 
to make it 35-14. 
  Goodwin, who ended the night with over 325 yards passing, capped the 
scoring with a 50-yard touchdown toss to Davis to give RHS a 42-14 lead 
with 2:27 remaining in the third. 
  “I don’t think we were perfect in the first half—or the second. But I think 
our guys were prepared and they played the way they were supposed to,” 
Goodwin told the Franklin Free Press. “We had some big plays, and that’s 
always good to see offensively. We gave up 14 points on defense, and I 
know our defensive staff is not gonna be happy about those 14 points.  
  “But all in all, I’m very pleased with our kids and their ability to do what 
needed to be done to win the football game,” he added. 
  In addition to securing a playoff berth, the win over West Point Friday 
night set the Golden Tigers up for a showdown with the Priceville Bulldogs 
for second place in Region 7. The winner of that contest on October 24 will 
earn the right to host a first round playoff game. 
  Goodwin said the Golden Tigers have been focused on West Point, but 
In the coming days Russellville will turn its eye to Priceville in what should 
be a very competitive contest. 
  “We really talk to our kids every week about being 1-0 and attacking the 
task at hand. The Priceville game next week wouldn’t have the same sig-
nificance if we didn’t win this week, so we’ve really been focused on West 
Point,” Goodwin said. “In the back of our minds we knew we’d have the 
Priceville game to finish region play, but we didn’t know the implications of 
it until after tonight. Now we know what they are. We get it at home, so I 
expect nothing less than our coaches and kids to be itching to prepare for 
that. 
  “We just have to do our part to prepare and then execute next Friday 
night,” he added.

Red Bay players following their 50-9 win over 
Decatur Heritage. (Photo by Caleb Ramey)
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  “After that first set they showed that grit, you 
know? When you face adversity, a lot of teams 
normally want to shut off; I think that gives my 
group a little bit more power,” Lamon said. “They 
want it. You can tell they want it. But they’re com-
ing together after every point; they’re cheering for 
each other, even after mistakes. That’s what we 
talked about all year: you need to be an encour-
ager to each other even when it’s not going our 
way, and I think they showed that even in the first 
set.” 
  The third set saw more of the same from Rus-
sellville: the Lady Golden Tigers jumped up 8-3 to 
start, extended their lead to 14-7 and then 20-12 
before finishing with a 25-18 win. 
  The fourth—and what proved to be the final—set 
demonstrated more of the ‘grit’ from RHS that 
Lamon talked about postgame. 
  Lawrence County (25-29), determined not to go 
down without a fight, started hot and went up 10-
4 before Russellville was able to gain a foothold. 
Methodically, the Lady Golden Tigers started to 
cut into Lawrence County’s advantage, slashing the deficit to 12-8 and then 13-11. A Blevyn Sappington kill eventually tied the game 
back up 18-18, and a block by Bella Malone gave Russellville a 19-18 lead, its first of the set. 
  Lawrence County, finally sensing the momentum shift, called a timeout after Malone’s go-ahead block, but it was probably too late at 
that point—the Lady Golden Tigers wouldn’t be denied. 
  RHS took a three-point advantage, 22-19, after senior setter Fatima Ramirez deftly tapped a ball over two LCHS blockers to a vacant 
space on the floor. A few rallies later, a Lawrence County attack error ended it 25-21 and sealed the triumph for the hosts. 
  One can imagine the scenes as the referee blew the final whistle and the Russellville student section rushed the court. While the Lady 
Golden Tigers showed fight to bounce back on the court, their classmates—dressed in cow costumes, holding signs and waving pom-
poms, celebrating every kill—and the rest of the Russellville fans brought the energy all night and got a deserved nod from Lamon, who 
said the team was fueled by their support. 
  “That’s the biggest crowd that I’ve ever seen at a volleyball game,” she said. “Everytime we have a crowd and there’s people cheering 
for us specifically, that gets my girls fired up even more.” 
  Seniors Laila Hill and Fatima Ramirez led the team with 15 kills and 21 assists, respectively, in the win. After the game Lamon praised 
her senior duo for their leadership in this campaign. 
  “I’m so proud of my seniors,” Lamon said. “They’re not really a group that likes to say a whole lot vocally but they’ve stepped up…and 
really led our team.” 
  But it’s not just the two seniors shouldering all the responsibilities and making plays, Lamon said. At this point in the season, the whole 
squad is making valuable contributions. 
  “I’ve also had some sophomores and juniors—everyone’s stepping up now,” she said. “They see the impact they’re making, so they 
want to continue to help.” 
  And it shows in the stats, too. Sophomore Blevyn Sappington finished with 14 kills and 17 digs, sophomore Bella Malone recorded 
nine kills and had two blocks, and junior Alexia Groce made 13 assists in addition to everything Hill and Ramirez were contributing. 
  Then there’s libero Bri McCulloch, who would normally see her name in the headline for her performance Thursday night. The sopho-
more finished her area championship match with a team-high 27 digs, giving her 827 for the season and 1,393 for her career. Both 
numbers set new program records… —and did I mention she’s a sophomore? 
  Really, if you take a step back, McCulloch’s record-breaking year kind of parallels perfectly with where the Lady Golden Tigers are as 
a whole this season. Lamon is in her ‘sophomore’ season as head coach, a majority of the players on her team are sophomores, and 
the squad is breaking program records left and right. 
  After the area tournament, Russellville’s record sits at program history-best 40-15 overall, which shatters the previous record that the 
team broke nearly a month ago. Oh, and I forgot to mention that the area tournament championship the Lady Golden Tigers won might 
also be the first in the program’s history. 
  Postgame, Lamon couldn’t recall seeing a previous area tournament title in the record books and a glance at what history is available 
online shows two area tournament championship appearances for Russellville in 1997—RHS finished runner-up to Muscle Shoals—
and 2014 (Lamon’s sophomore season at Russellville) when the Lady Golden Tigers were runners-up to Lawrence County. 
  Whether it is the first area tourney title for RHS or not, the fact remains: it’s been a banner year for RHS volleyball already—and the 
Lady Golden Tigers aren’t done yet. 
  This 2025 Russellville team will have more opportunities to rewrite the record book when it travels to Hoover for the AHSAA North Re-
gional tournament next week. 
  Lamon acknowledges the regional will be a greater challenge, but believes the key to her team’s success will be to just keep doing 
what it’s doing. 
“Even if we happen to get down at some point, still showing that grit, that fight. Still staying encouraging, making sure they cheer after 
every single point because we’re going to be playing tough teams,” she said. “We’ve seen the bracket of who we could play and we’ve 
already been preparing for it.” 
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The Russellville Golden Tiger varsity volleyball team, the 2025 Class 5A Area 15 
Tournament champions. (Courtesy photo)
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The FFP Athlete of the Week for October 13-18 is Russellville 
volleyball's Blevyn Sappington, who recorded 14 kills, 17 digs, 
and two services aces in the Lady Golden Tigers' area cham-
pionship match against Lawrence County. Sappington's per-

formance helped RHS secure the area tournament crown and 
advance the team to its first regional appearance in over a 

decade.

PCHS advances to regional with runner-up  
finish in Class 3A Area 15 tournament

Kadin Pounders 
Franklin Free Press 
 
  The Phil Campbell High School varsity volleyball team is headed back to the AHSAA North Super Regional for the third straight 
season after finishing runner-up in the Class 3A Area 15 tournament at Colbert Heights on Thursday night. 
  Despite winning just five matches during the regular season, the Lady Bobcats took care of business when it mattered most, se-
curing a tournament semifinal win to advance to the area championship and earn an automatic berth in the regional tournament. 
  To get to the area final the Lady Bobcats had to first take down Sheffield, which they did in four sets. 
  Phil Campbell, which hadn’t played for a full week prior to the Sheffield match, had to shake off some rust—or have the rust 
knocked off them—before putting their best foot forward. The Lady Bobcats were routed in the first set 25-8 but rebounded 
quickly in the second set to win 25-18. The Lady Bobcats didn’t fool around after that, beating Sheffield 25-13 in the third set be-
fore grabbing a 25-22 victory in the fourth and final set. 
  Advancing to the area tournament championship, Phil Campbell put up a fight against the host, top-seeded Colbert Heights, but 
ultimately fell in three straight sets, 18-25, 21-25, and 14-25. 
  Though PCHS has yet to have a winning regular season record in the young history of its program, the Lady Bobcats have 
done what they’ve needed to do to qualify for postseason play in three of their four varsity campaigns, winning the area tourna-
ment in 2023 and finishing runner-up last season. When the Lady Bobcats have gotten to the playoffs, their teams have played 

fairly well, advancing to the second round of the regional in 
2023 and taking Winfield the distance in the first round of the 
regional last season. 
  Phil Campbell will have another opportunity to make its mark 
in 2025 when they travel to Hoover to face Donoho in the open-
ing round, Wednesday, October 22. First serve is set for 9 a.m. 
at the Hoover Met Complex’s Finley Center.
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Kadin Pounders 
Franklin Free Press 
 
  The Tharptown High School and Belgreen High School varsity volleyball teams both crashed out of the Class 2A Area 14 volleyball tourna-
ment, held at Mars Hill Bible School, on October 15, ending both the Lady Wildcats’ and Lady Bulldogs’ 2025 seasons. 
  It was Tharptown and Covenant Christian that got the tournament started around 1 p.m. on Wednesday. As the No. 3 seed in the area, THS 
faced No. 2 seed Covenant Christian in the first semifinal match played at Mars Hill’s gym. THS lost in three sets 25-18, 25-10, 25-12. 
  In the opening set, the Lady Wildcats went up early 3-0 but the Lady Eagles responded quickly to take a 9-5 lead before THS called its first 
timeout. Covenant then went up 21-16 before Tharptown called its final timeout of the set, and the Lady Eagles ultimately went on to win it 25-
18. 
  Set two was all Covenant: The Lady Eagles jumped out to an 8-4 lead to start and then extended it to 19-9 before THS took a second timeout. 
CCS closed out the set on a 6-1 run to win 25-10. 
  In the final set of the match, Tharptown fell behind 8-1 and then 14-2. Credit to THS: The Lady Wildcats didn’t quit and cut the deficit by a good 
margin before it was over, thanks in part to four straight service aces by Cami Jeffreys. But, in the end lost, THS lost the set 25-12. 
  Despite exiting in the semis of the area tournament, the Tharptown volleyball program showed improvement during this first season under 
head coach Lori Huffaker, as evidenced by a better area record and the team’s Franklin County Tournament championship. Things, Huffaker 
told the Franklin Free Press, are certainly looking up for the Lady Wildcats volleyball program. 
  “Today we just didn’t execute our game plan, but I’m still proud of our girls for their effort,” Huffaker said. “We made great strides this season. 
Not only have they initiated a resurgence in the volleyball program at Tharptown High School, they have ignited some school spirit. We had a 
great crowd there today, and I’m so thankful for the support from our student section and our parents! It really means a lot to our players! 
  “These girls have laid a great foundation and things are looking bright for the future of Tharptown volleyball. And I’m excited to see what these 
underclassmen can accomplish during their high school career!” she added. 
  Next up it was Belgreen’s turn in the semis. 
  Belgreen, taking on one of the top 10 teams in Class 2A in Mars Hill, gave the Lady Panthers all they wanted and more but ultimately fell 3-1. 
Belgreen, behind hot starts and grinding rallies, forced Mars Hill to come from behind in two of the four sets to win it. 
  The fourth-seeded Lady Bulldogs sent a shot across Mars Hill’s bow early by winning the back-and-forth opening set 27-25. Up 16-15, Mars 
Hill called a timeout after feeling the Lady Bulldogs begin to surge. But the break didn’t phase Belgreen, who continued to fight back, tie the set 
up, and finally earn the necessary two-point advantage to end it after a Mars Hill defensive error. 
  Mars Hill didn’t play around in the second set, however, easing by the 
Lady Bulldogs in set two 25-7. 
  Sets three and four were thrillers, and that’s when the regular season 
area champs had to come from behind to defeat Belgreen. 
  In set three, Belgreen had a 9-6 and then an 11-7 advantage before 
Mars Hill stormed back. MHBS scored five straight points to take a 12-
11 lead and force a BHS timeout. After that interlude, the hosts out-
scored BHS again 7-1 and took a 19-12 lead prior to Belgreen calling 
its second timeout to try and regroup. The Lady Bulldogs continued to 
make it interesting but in the end lost the set 25-17. 
  In the fourth—and what proved to be the final set—of the match, Belg-
reen got off to another hot start, pulling ahead 9-4 before Mars Hill 
asked the referee for time to think. Belgreen maintained its lead for a 
while, but Mars Hill slowly clawed back a point here and a point there 
until it was 18-17, BHS, and the Lady Bulldogs called time.  
  Forty-four points into the set, it was all knotted up 22-22, but on their 
home court the Lady Panthers willed their way to a 3-0 run and—no 
doubt relieved—avoided having to play a gritty Belgreen squad in a tie-
breaking fifth set. 
  “While our season came to an end with a tough loss in the area tour-
nament, I couldn't be prouder of this group of girls. They’ve worked in-
credibly hard all year, showing resilience, heart, and dedication both on 
and off the court,” Belgreen head coach Alison Terry told the FFP.  
  “Our seniors have been exceptional leaders—not just in play, but in 
character. They’ve been role models to the younger players, showing 
kindness, setting high standards, and creating a supportive team cul-
ture that truly feels like family,” she added. “The friendships built on this 
team will last long after the final game, and the lessons in teamwork 
and perseverance will serve them well in every part of their lives. 
  “I genuinely love these girls, this program, and this school. Coaching 
them has been an honor, and I’m grateful for the journey we’ve taken 
together this season.” 
  Belgreen ended its 2025 campaign with a 22-11 overall record. 

Tharptown, Belgreen volleyball teams close 
out campaigns in Class 2A Area 14 Tournament




