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T
he No on Measure A campaign
plans to file legal action against
Santa Clara County following

reports that the County used taxpay‐
er dollars to distribute a mailer resem‐
bling campaign material promoting
Measure A. The No on Measure A cam‐
paign is demanding the County repay
all taxpayer funds used in what appears
to be an alleged covert campaign. The
committee will seek restitution by
requiring the County to refund ten dol‐
lars for every taxpayer dollar mis‐
used—returned directly to Santa Clara
County households.

“The County has launched a sleight‐
of‐hand campaign—funded entirely
by taxpayers—to push the Measure A
narrative without directly naming it,”
said Rishi Kumar, chair of the No on Measure
A campaign. “It’s a deliberate attempt to influ‐
ence voters using public funds, which is not
only unethical but potentially unlawful.”

Mailers allegedly have been sent across Santa
Clara County, paid for by the County itself—not

the Yes on Measure A campaign—yet carrying
messaging that aligns closely with Measure A’s
central arguments. Kumar noted that this mir‐
rors political campaigning and undermines fair
electoral practice.

At issue is a letter from Santa Clara County
Executive James Williams to residents that

warned local hospitals and clinics could
close as a result of the federal budget
cuts approved by President Donald
Trump earlier this year. The letter
arrived in mailboxes last week — just
as voters are deciding on Measure A,
a 0.625% sales tax increase touted by
county leaders as a way to keep hos‐
pitals open and soften the blow of
those federal cuts.

Local government officials are not
allowed to use taxpayer dollars to
explicitly advocate for or against a bal‐
lot measure or candidate, but they can
provide residents with informational
materials about issues on the ballot.

“This doesn’t even do that — it does‐
n’t mention the measure,” Williams
said. “This is talking about the feder‐
al cuts, and we unquestionably have

the ability to do that, but more impor‐
tantly, the responsibility.”

California’s Supreme Court has ruled that
judges should evaluate claims of illegal elec‐
tioneering by analyzing whether the “style,
tenor, and timing” of the communication makes

See LAWSUIT, page 3

No on A campaign to file lawsuit for alleged misuse of taxpayer funds in ballot promotion

A mailer sent out by Santa Clara County. Santa Clara County Executive James
Williams warned in the mailers that looming federal cuts could shut down
hospitals — just as voters weigh a proposed sales tax increase. 
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The Glue Factory 
presents lively musical
‘All Shook Up’ 
November 5th - 8th 

By Jane Johnson
Special to the Times

“One for the money, two for the show, three
to get ready, now go cat go!”

If you heard the rest of that, or even if you
haven’t, you’ll be sure to come to appreciate
it and the high energy and fun when you join
The Glue Factory this November for the musi‐
cal “All Shook Up.”  

Each year, The Glue Factory presents a blend‐
ed musical with stars from across the gener‐
ational spectrum including former leads who
went on to promising stage careers all the way
through current high school students freshly
entering “the biz.” 

This year, “All Shook Up” will jump and jive
onto the stage. For those familiar, you’ll be
rushing to purchase tickets. For those new to
this musical, Director Ashley Coleman describes

it as a modern “fun and energetic adaptation
of Shakespeare’s ‘Twelfth Night’.” Fun, fast and
upbeat, the show will bring the audience togeth‐
er for a night of positive hilarity and fun. 

Listening to the ensemble early on and hear‐
ing how solid they already sounded this is sure
to be one of the best TGF productions yet. One
of the finest parts of these shows?  Just by
attending and enjoying a night out with friends,
family and your local community, you’re giv‐
ing back to the drama program at Pioneer High
School, allowing them to produce and stage all

of their productions for the entire year. This
is a fundraiser in every sense of the word bring‐
ing the multigenerational cast and staff togeth‐
er to volunteer their time, and the audience
support their efforts through ticket and con‐
cession sales.

Set in a small Midwest town, a town who
along the way has lost its spark and sense of
community, a true “Roustabout” comes riding
in. Known by Chad and played by Connor Henry,
Chad evokes the character and charisma of a

See ALL SHOOK UP, page 8

40TH ANNIVERSARY 
One World Montessori
School to celebrate 
cultural diversity on
united nations day
Preschool students, teachers and
families to  showcase ancestral
heritage through traditional
clothing, songs, and artifacts

By William Bellou
Publisher

O
ne World Montessori School
will host its annual United
Nations Day celebration to

acknowledge the richness of cul‐
tural diversity within the commu‐
nity. The event will take place at
the school's campus located at 1170
Foxworthy Ave in San Jose.

Every year, for 40 years now, the
school has celebrated the diversi‐
ty and unity of its community. The
event recognizes that apart from
Native Americans, the people cur‐
rently living in North America orig‐
inally came from different conti‐
nents and followed customs from
various countries. 

The United Nations Day's pres‐
entation, which preschool students
and teachers have worked to pre‐
pare, will feature several activities:

• Students and teachers will dress
in the traditional garb of their
ancestors' country.

• They will sing songs in their
native languages and present arti‐
facts from their heritage.

• Children will place the flag of
their country on a large world map
spread out on the floor.

• The audience can view posters
presenting information about
countries around the world, such
as their food, currency, famous
landscapes, or people.

This year, “All Shook Up” will jump and jive onto the stage. Photo credit: Ashley Coleman
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Santa Clara 
County prepares
for human 
trafficking uptick

By Joyce Chu
San José Spotlight

A
s Santa Clara County prepares for a
potential increase in human traf‐
ficking at major sporting events next

year, security planning may be challeng‐
ing with personnel stretched thin due to
federal cuts.

The U.S. Department of Justice through
the Office for Victims of Crime (OVC) pro‐
vides grant funding to combat human traf‐
ficking, but the monies expired last month.
Applications to renew funding are not avail‐
able at present. The grant covered fund‐
ing for advocates, training for trauma‐
informed interviewing and overtime, ham‐
pers the county’s ability to fund operations
during the sporting events, according to
attorney Bryan Slater, who oversees human
trafficking prosecutors in the District Attor‐
ney’s office.

“We do not currently have dedicated
funding to cover overtime for investiga‐
tions or extended operations that would
be needed,” Slater said at the Santa Clara
County Human Trafficking Commission
meeting last month. “Our heavy reliance
on this grant funding jeopardizes conti‐
nuity of staffing … it creates a turnover at
critical moments such as now.”

Santa Clara has two major sporting events
happening in the first half of 2026, includ‐
ing Super Bowl 60 in February and FIFA
World Cup starting in June at the Levi’s
Stadium. In March, San Jose State Univer‐
sity will host March Madness — the NCAA
West Regional Men’s Basketball tourna‐
ment at the SAP Center.

Sharan Dhanoa, director of South Bay
Coalition to End Human Trafficking, is wor‐
ried about officer burnout. There could
also be a shortage of emergency housing
for survivors as tourists fill up hotels. But
she said the coalition is well‐equipped with
expertise on combating human trafficking,
having coordinated services during the
Super Bowl in 2016.

“Having three events brings challenges
that I’m not sure any jurisdiction could be
prepared for,” Dhanoa told San José Spot‐
light. “Our human trafficking protocol for
law enforcement is very survivor informed.
It really does prioritize connecting sur‐
vivors to services. And so those are the
things that I feel very good about.”

Though research is inconclusive on
whether there is a rise of human traffick‐
ing incidents during major sporting events,
Dhanoa said there is often a flood of adver‐
tisements for people selling sex.

“Our core messaging is that sporting
events don’t cause trafficking, but eco‐
nomics drives exploitation,” Dhanoa said.

Josh Singleton, commander at the Santa
Clara County Human Trafficking Task
Force, said they have been rolling out train‐
ing for law enforcement through written
material and site training. They are also
on the lookout for industries where labor

exploitation is more likely to happen, such
as hospitality.

“Our number one goal is to provide
resources to victims of human trafficking,”
Singleton told San José Spotlight.

On Oct. 1, the task force in partnership
with the San Jose Police Department’s Spe‐
cial Victims Unit uncovered a trafficking
operation at a hotel. They arrested three
people, cited two sex buyers and connect‐
ed six survivors with services, according
to the police department spokesperson.

“In the months ahead, (the Special Vic‐
tims Unit) will continue with targeted
undercover operations against traffickers
and sex buyers, increased monitoring of
online exploitation and close coordination
with community‐based advocates to ensure
survivors receive immediate and long‐term
support,” the SJPD spokesperson told San
José Spotlight. “On game day, rapid‐
response teams will remain on standby to
respond to incidents in real time.”

With the San Jose police department hav‐
ing the highest vacancy rate since 2012,
the spokesperson said they will reassign
officers from other divisions to the special
unit to tackle human trafficking. The police
department has secured grant funding that
will be unaffected by federal and state cuts
to cover overtime and specialized train‐
ing.

The Santa Clara Police Department is also
working with the task force to prepare for
the sporting events.

“We have a comprehensive public safe‐
ty steering committee responsible for var‐
ious planning areas, which includes a ded‐
icated anti‐trafficking sub‐committee,”
SCPD Lt. Eric Lagergren told San José Spot‐
light.

County officials are looking for ways to
funnel more resources to organizations
working to tackle human trafficking despite
the tight budget, District 2 Supervisor Betty
Duong, who sits on the Human Trafficking
Commission, told San José Spotlight.

One of those ways is to get Measure A
passed during the special elections this
November, she said, which will help fund
county‐owned hospitals by temporarily
increasing the general sales tax by 0.625%.

“We are at an inflection point right now
where we are challenged budgetarily
because of the impacts of H.R.1,” Duong
told San José Spotlight. “But if we don’t fill
that health system gap (through Measure
A), we have to pull from (the general fund).
So then now we have a smaller pot of money
that we then have to stretch to cover both
public safety and health.”

Santa Clara County law enforcement agencies are
preparing for an increase in human trafficking during
major upcoming sports events in 2026. File photo. 
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Lawsuit
Continued from page 1
it campaign‐related or informa‐
tional.

Violations of Election and Com‑
munications Law

There are clear laws and prece‐
dents that prohibit the use of tax‐
payer funds for electioneering by
public officials and agencies. Under

federal and state standards:
• Elected leaders are barred from

using taxpayer‐funded offices or
resources to distribute promotional
or campaign‐related materials
within 90 days of an election.

• Members of Congress, for exam‐
ple, may only use their “franking
privilege” for official, nonpartisan
communications relating to policy,
governmental programs, or con‐

stituent services—not campaign
advocacy (Committee on House
Administration; Legal Information
Institute).

• House rules also impose a mora‐
torium on unsolicited mass com‐
munications during the 60 days
preceding any primary or general
election in which the official is a
candidate (Committee on House
Administration; New Jersey Globe).

“These laws exist to keep the gov‐
ernment honest and elections fair,”
Kumar stated. “Santa Clara Coun‐
ty’s mailer violates the spirit, if not
the letter, of these rules. People are
very upset with this dishonest tac‐
tic that reeks of desperation”

Demand for Accountability
“We will not allow public dollars

to be weaponized for election influ‐
ence,” said Kumar. “Voters deserve

transparency, not manipulation.
The law is clear: taxpayer money
cannot and should not be used for
political promotion.”

The campaign is calling for an
immediate independent audit of all
Measure A‐related county com‐
munications and an injunction
against further taxpayer‐funded
materials during the election peri‐
od.



Power meets hybrid
efficiency in the
2025 Mercedes-AMG
GLC 63 SUV

By Sean Eastwood
Times staff writer

M
ercedes‐AMG has pulled the cover off
its latest high‐performance model, the
2025 GLC 63 S E Performance SUV, a

hybrid‐powered machine that blends practi‐
cality with the kind of speed usually reserved
for sports cars.

Under the hood, the GLC 63 carries a 2.0‐liter
turbocharged four‐cylinder engine paired with
an electric motor. Together, the system pro‐
duces 671 horsepower and 752 pound‐feet of

torque, numbers that push the midsize SUV into
supercar territory. Mercedes says the vehicle
can accelerate from zero to 60 miles per hour
in just 3.4 seconds.

The performance comes courtesy of AMG’s 9‐
speed MCT automatic transmission and stan‐
dard all‐wheel drive, ensuring that power is
distributed with precision. A small 6.1‐kWh bat‐
tery provides a brief all‐electric range of about
eight miles, though its primary role is per‐
formance, not long‐distance efficiency.

Visually, the GLC 63 distinguishes itself with
AMG’s trademark Panamericana grille, muscu‐
lar bodywork, and large alloy wheels—20‐inch
standard, 21‐inch optional. Inside, the cabin is
trimmed with Nappa leather, carbon fiber
accents, and AMG‐specific sport seats, while the
MBUX infotainment system has been enhanced
with hybrid and performance readouts.

The SUV’s arrival comes at a time when rival
brands, including BMW and Porsche, are invest‐

ing heavily in performance crossovers. With
the GLC 63, Mercedes hopes to set itself apart
by marrying electrification with raw speed. Pric‐
ing will begin in the low $90,000 range, with
fully equipped models likely exceeding $100,000.

For buyers, the appeal is clear: an SUV with
room for the family and luggage, but one that
can outpace many sports cars on the open road.

Whether the combination of hybrid technol‐
ogy and AMG performance proves irresistible
will soon be tested in the showroom. But one
thing is certain—the GLC 63 marks a new chap‐
ter in Mercedes’ ongoing push to electrify with‐
out losing its performance edge.
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San Jose Museum of
Art presents ‘ektor
garcia: loose ends’
In the artist’s first solo museum 
exhibition in California

T
he San José Museum of Art (SJMA) will
present ektor garcia: loose ends, the
first solo museum exhibition in Cali‐

fornia by Mexico City–based artist ektor
garcia (artist’s spelling)
from Oct. 17 – June 7. 

This exhibition marks
a homecoming for Gar‐
cia, who was born in
California and spent his
formative years in the
Bay Area. It brings
together existing and
newly created sculp‐
tures in a single instal‐
lation that reflects Gar‐
cia’s ongoing explo‐
ration of transforma‐
tion, labor, and identi‐
ty through material and
process.

Garcia’s work is
shaped by a rich and eclectic array of influ‐
ences, from Mexican handcraft traditions
passed down by his grandmother to a DIY
sensibility shaped by his Bay Area upbring‐
ing. His practice also incorporates tech‐
niques learned through YouTube tutorials

and global travel. He often weaves in sym‐
bols from Mexican folktales and colloqui‐
alisms, queer subcultures, and transition‐
al architectural forms like portals, windows,
and curtains. Through this layered
approach, Garcia challenges social and cul‐
tural hierarchies, particularly those tied to
gendered and racialized labor, while reject‐
ing fixed definitions of existence or identi‐
ty.

As part of SJMA’s partnership with
Bloomberg Philanthropies, the exhibition
will also feature new and original multi‐

media content hosted on the free Bloomberg
Connects app. The arts and culture app will
host a digital guide of the exhibition, which
will include an interview with the artist and
commentary relating to the new installa‐
tion.
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AI and your
job search  

By Angela Copeland

O
ne of the hottest topics
this year is artificial
intelligence. Companies

are desperate to find ways to
use AI in all aspects of their
business. They hope that AI will produce
better, faster results that will ultimately
increase quality and decrease costs. Many
companies look at AI as the key to their
future success. 

Personally, I like to stick to the old‐fash‐
ioned way of writing emails, for example.
However, I’ve seen employers who require
employees to install AI on their email plat‐
form, to be sure they sound just as smart as
possible. 

Employers also use AI in their hiring prac‐
tices. Technologies exist to find candidates
online who fit a certain profile. In other words,
the employer can give the AI tool the profile
of a person they like. The employer can ask
the AI tool to find other candidates who look
similar. When AI identifies those candidates,
AI can then begin an automated email con‐
versation with the candidates to find out if
they might be interested in the available job. 

AI tools like the one described above allow
companies to evaluate large numbers of can‐
didates quickly, and at a lower cost. Compa‐
nies find these tools helpful, as they receive

large volumes of applicants today. The large
volume of applications makes it hard for a
company to review applications by hand. 

In the same way that companies receive
large volumes of applicants, job seekers must
submit many applications to receive a job
offer. Job seekers must also make it through
complex AI systems that are weeding them
out. It’s a numbers game. 

To cope with the complex world of job
searching, job seekers are also turning to AI.
They use it to help write cover letters. They
also use it to help optimize their resumes. It’s
not uncommon for a job seeker to feed a job
description and their resume into an AI tool,
and to ask for feedback. Companies, after all,
are using AI to screen the resumes and to
look for specific keywords to be mentioned
in each resume. 

As I shared, I don’t prefer to use AI for my
work. But, I don’t take issue with those who
do. Frankly, it can be smart. It can help to save
time, and to increase the odds of being seen
by a company. 

What’s ironic is the double standard that
companies want to hold job seekers to. Many
companies include information in applica‐
tions about how the use of AI is not allowed.
I have seen a company go so far as to say that
they will scan application documents for the
use of AI and will eliminate candidates who
use it. 

AI should be a two‐way street. If compa‐
nies are going to use it to process many appli‐
cations at one time, job seekers need to sub‐
mit many applications at one time. We should
all be allowed to play by the same rules to
get the best results. 

Angela Copeland, a leadership and career
expert, can be reached at www.angela‑
copeland.com. 
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All Shook Up
Continued from page 1
true roustabout hoping to “profit” off a quick
breeze through town. What enfolds is perhaps
highly unexpected to say the least. Connor shared
an elevator pitch plot summary “a man comes
to town with a song in his soul, and all he wants
to do is share this song in his soul. There are a
couple of love stories here and there along the
way, and some of the music will stick in your
ear for weeks to come, it’s that good and that
fun. Some old hits that you love and some you
might not have heard in a while, or ever; it will
definitely get your toes tapping and put a smile
on your face!”  Connor had stepped away from
performing for a bit and is no stranger to the
stage or to portraying leads. “As I get older, I’m
realizing not everyone has the chance to do this.
So, while one has a chance to, I want to take
advantage of this time that I have to perform
and just give my all to this program. This is such
a chance to be seen and to be heard, whether
you’re a lead or an ensemble member, we’re all
experiencing such a privilege, such an honor,
such an opportunity to be part of a communi‐
ty ‐ a community full of support for one anoth‐
er. Everyone’s in your corner, everyone wants
to see you succeed. That sense of community is
a big pillar right there.”  Connor went on to
share he is working full‐time, going to college
and then fully committed to these rehearsals
four nights a week, with independent work on
his lines, songs, and acting and even dancing
around all of this. “It’s a big commitment, and
being this busy compels you to make good choic‐
es. I’m learning that it’s all about the journey.
The destination is great.  But the journey is so
much more impactful, and it shapes who you
are and molds who you are along the way.”  

After graduating from Pioneer High School back
in the teens of the 2000s and fresh off portraying
the lead Fantine in their highly acclaimed high
school production of “Les Miserables,” Nicole
Kanga struck out to major in theatre and con‐
tinue to pursue her dream at university in Cana‐
da. Pairing that with a minor in Business, Nicole
was ready to take on the world. That is, until
the world decided to take a pause on her. 2020
spun Nicole away from theatre, for obvious rea‐
sons.  She needed to make money as a fresh col‐
lege graduate, and the trying times sent her
back from her international pursuits to a hum‐
bler homecoming.  One as she said which “all
worked out for the best. I’m so grateful to my
parents for making me feel welcome” and able
to get her footing in an entrepreneurial adven‐
ture to start. She was able to parlay that into a
Program Manager job in which she continues
today.  But the theatre bug never left her, even
if temporarily the theatre had left her.  So, when
she came back to the area and ventured to see
TGF’s production of “The Music Man,” her pas‐
sion was reignited when she realized there was
in fact an outlet she could pursue.  Nicole
approached both Steve Dini and Ashley Cole‐
man asking if it was possible to get involved for
the next year and was also welcomed back with
open arms.  Funny enough, it was to portray a
barricade boy in last year’s production of “Les
Miserables.”  And this year, when approached
to portray the lead Natalie, opposite Connor’s
roustabout, and that character name of Natal‐
ie is the same as her sister’s, it seemed all of the
stars were aligning and it was meant to be. She
was “in!” and a definite yes to take it on, even
while working a full‐time demanding job.  When
interviewed towards the beginning of the
rehearsals schedule for what Nicole felt was the
most challenging for her, she said, “What’s most
challenging about this character is so far we are
learning music and blocking separately ‐ so

keeping straight (what I’m doing) is confusing.
But once we put it all together and we do things
in chronological order, then it will be much eas‐
ier.”  You’ll have to see this production to under‐
stand that statement.

This year brings an all‐star staff, led by Ash‐
ley Coleman. “Back when I first joined the pro‐
gram professionally as an assistant to Steve
Dini, the Advanced Drama Class staged ‘C’mon
Everybody’ from a musical I’d not yet heard of,
‘All Shook Up,’ and all I could think was “oh, this
is a fun number!” so I added it to the list in the
back of my mind for some day.”  And some day
has now come.  “I have always just loved vari‐
ety in our TGF shows. So last year we staged
the great experiment of a creative production
of ‘Les Miserables’ and music was definitely the
star of that show. This year I thought ‘let’s have
something that’s more upbeat where no one
dies, and everyone is happy.’ The focus with
this show is on the ensemble, most of the num‐
bers are big ensemble numbers, and we have
the vocalists and actors this year to do this show,
so it was the obvious choice.  When interviewed,
Ashley was just about to audition high school
students and begin rehearsals for their late fall
play. Those rehearsals occur right after the
school day ends, and right before TGF rehearsals
run through at least 10 p.m. every night.  Ash‐
ley’s juggling all of her regular day job along
with these rehearsals while raising her young
family, depending on her husband during these
few months to make it all work and give back
to her program, too.  “It impacts the high school

students in both productions, so I try to remind
them and their parents that for at least a hand‐
ful of weeks, they and we need to all practice
flexibility, as it takes flexibility to make it through
this all‐in‐one piece.”  That said, you can see her
respect, appreciation and love for her students,
family, and productions in each and every
thought she shares. It’s clearly a labor of love
to bring to you, her community, theater that is
worthy of you to come out and support.  Return‐
ing to assist Ashley are Marissa Bacon as Assis‐
tant Director and Musical Director; Lorie Biviano
leading the cast in creating perfectly compli‐
mentary sets; Jim Wolk constructing sets and
set pieces following Lorie’s vision; Diane Zlotziv‐
er and Kyla Blili costuming the high school cast
and providing vision to the adults costuming
themselves. “Other adult theater companies exist,
other student companies exist. A company that
exists solely of a PHS community meaning teach‐
ers, former retired staff, alumni, parents and
students ‐ that doesn’t exist anywhere else.  We
have up to four different generations of people
all able to work collaboratively together on some‐
thing that just brings them all joy.” said Mrs.
Coleman, “That is a unicorn. That is special."

Every town needs a mayor, and every mayor
needs a protective sheriff. John Berney, who
you may best remember as Ali Hakim his favorite
role thus far from “Oklahoma!” just a few years
back, returns to portray Sheriff Earl. Earl is a
quiet man by nature, but his presence ensures
Mayor Matilda, played by Diane Zlotziver, gets
her point across.  As the town makes a bit of a

turnaround, Earl is swept up in some of the sur‐
prises along the way.  “I’d never seen the show
before so I didn’t know anything about it, but
if feels to me like a mix between ‘Footloose’ and
‘Mamma Mia’ and it’s upbeat, with a lot more
dancing and choreography. “This cast is a great
group of people.  Everyone is working very well
together and are encouraging to each other.  It
takes a certain kind of person to put yourself
out there and we all want to know we’re doing
a good job at something, so it’s really nice when
people go out of their way to let you know.”  John
has been off and on with TGF from the early
days, and he refers to himself as one of the “old
dogs” from the beginning days, and shares “the
talent level with the people returning from ‘Okla‐
homa’ and ‘Les Mis’ in the lead roles are, well
the talent base is just incredible.  The people
doing the singing, they sing their hearts out and
they’re really, really good.  It’s such a great feel‐
ing being in a cast with them.  And I’m just a
minor role.  But everyone, the ensemble mem‐
bers, the leads, everyone are just giving every‐
thing they’ve got” to make a hit out of this offer‐
ing to their community.  “It’s such a great time
and a great group of people ‐ being a part of it
we all sometimes forget all the commitment
and long rehearsals are about giving back.  But
this is literally how this theater program sur‐
vives and thrives at PHS. And it’s great that every‐
one has skin in the game ‐ the kids are here and
a part of it right along with us.”  John admits the
commitment is serious and time‐consuming.
He’s especially grateful to his wife this year, as
once you make a commitment you’re supposed
to be good to your word.  And he takes that seri‐
ously. He committed to the role, and he will see
it through. Even though his wife of 26 years had
an unexpected fall and is recovering from sur‐
gery, she’s supporting John to fill his cup and
give back. Now that’s a true “theater widow!”
Fortunately this production includes some of
her favorite music, so when she makes it to the
performances, she will be able to throughly enjoy
her sacrifice in supporting this, too.

A small town is not complete without a sassy
and throaty character. This town is no differ‐
ent.  Valerie Doyle has risen to the occasion once
more, now driving herself and her trusty dog,
Nola Bea, all the way up from on high at 5,174
feet altitude Lake Arrowhead to be in her  pro‐
duction with TGF.  “I grew up in San Jose.  We
moved to be close to our boys, all grown up
now and living in Hollywood.  Way back when,
my neighbor, Kathy Hendrickson, had joined
TGF in its early days when her student was in
the program. She told me about their musical
and I went to go see her.  And I went right up
to her afterwards and said ‘what is this?!?’ and
she told me all about it.  With my two boys about
to start at PHS the next fall, I asked how I could
get in. I got a hold of Steve Dini, got on the inter‐
est list, and the rest is history.  I love it so much!
From the first show I was involved in all the
way until today (her 16th show), I just look for‐
ward to these shows. The camaraderie, the fun,
the level of talent and commitment by every‐
one in the cast and staff, I just live for this!”
Valerie gushed, “And I keep coming back because
I’m crazy. I just get so much love.  I just love this
group, I cannot not do it, not yet.”  Her passion
and belief in the production is more than evi‐
dent both off and on the stage. And her neigh‐
bors have continued to play a big part in her
involvement, both sheltering her and Nola Bea
in their homes when she comes to rehearse and
pouring through the doors each night to sup‐
port her and everyone else for the perform‐
ances. Her character, Sylvia, owns the town’s
honkey tonk.  She’s opinionated and outspoken
and brings the spice. “Probably the most chal‐
lenging thing for me is singing while dancing.

See ALL SHOOK UP, page 10

The All Shook Up cast is ready for prime time. Photo credit (above and below) Alexa Camahort 
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IN MEMORY

Garland Lani Peterson
1962 -2025
Graduate of Leland High School

G
arland Lani Peterson passed away on
July 23, 2025 due to heart complica‐
tions. Garland is survived and missed

by his loving mother June Peterson, sisters
Jill Reynold’s (Barry), Cindy Peterson, Jen‐
nel Pappas (Ted), and brother Eric Peter‐
son. His memory lives on with his nieces and
nephew: Sarah, Jennifer, Kimberly, Lauren,
Claire, Emma, Veronica, and McKinley.

Garland attended Leland High School and
enjoyed wrestling and Martial Arts (Judo).
He was passionate bout becoming an entre‐
preneur and was creative in whatever he
was pursuing. 

Garland went on to enjoy a career in con‐
struction and found fulfillment in ands‐on‐
work. He was known to work endless hours
with his clients. He always had a humble atti‐

tude and found solitude in helping others.
He enjoyed fishing, cooking, and time with
his friends. Spending time with family at
events and the holidays were always a high‐
light or Garland. He will be deeply missed,
remembered with love, and forever in our
hearts.

A Celebration of Life will be scheduled at
a later date.

Times Local News

Music, History & Community 
Upcoming Events for October 
Noon Friday, October 24
FREE - Noon Arts & Lectures 
Restoring the 1891 First Unitarian Church of
San Jose
Free architectural history presentation and Q&A
First Unitarian Sanctuary, 160 N. Third St., San
Jose

7:30 p.m. Saturday, October 25
Nova Vista Symphony – From Formosa to
Vienna
Featuring international violinist Richard Lin 林品
任 in the Bay Area premiere 
of Tyzen Hsiao’s Violin Concerto in D
De Anza Visual & Performing Arts Center, Cuper-
tino

2:30 p.m. Sunday, October 26
Mission Chamber Orchestra – New Horizons
Featuring Ricardo Martinez, saxophone, perform-
ing Lee Actor’s Saxophone Concerto
With guest performers from Piedmont Hills High
School
Hammer Theatre, 101 Paseo de San Antonio,
San Jose

Noon Thursday, October 30
*FREE* American Beethoven Society Noon
Concert Series
Beethoven’s Song Cycle
An die ferne Geliebte, op. 98
Featuring: Christine Brandes, soprano
Nicholas Mathew, fortepiano
Birgit Lodes, musicologist
The Ira F. Brilliant Center for Beethoven Studies
MLK Jr. Library, Schiro Hall, 150 E. San Fernan-
do St., San Jose

Photo Credit Ashley Coleman

All Shook Up
Continued from page 8
There are 28 songs and so many choreo‐
graphed dances. That is my personal chal‐
lenge ‐ and I usually get it ‐ right at the start
of the live shows!” This is a new show for both
TGF and Pioneer. “I love that
Pioneer has never done this
show. TGF has always done
shows that the kids‐only
shows have done.  But this is
different. It’s not about Elvis,
but it does have Elvis’ music
in it. I really think the crowd
is going to love it as a super
fresh, fun musical!”  So much
so, her husband and sons will
make the journey north to sup‐
port Valerie and the cast, too.

Each and every one of the cast members
interviewed couldn’t hold back their enthu‐
siasm for this show. “I want the audience to
just have a good time with it, it’s just fun,” John
said. “It’s comedic. I’m so excited to see and
feel all the energy on stage. I want the audi‐
ence to tap their feet to the beat of the music
and sing along. Even the younger audience
members will know some of the more popu‐
lar of Elvis’ songs. I hope they’ll walk away

feeling energized, having laughed and smil‐
ing. I’m just excited, it’s a great show!” shared
Natalie. Mrs. Coleman summed it up “it is a
funny, happy, uplifting musical about a love
trapezoid gone wrong, but in the end, every‐
thing turns out exactly as it should, and every‐
thing is made beautiful in its time. Add to that
Elvis’ greatest hits and you have a recipe for

a very, very fun uplifting
evening.”

As Ashley shared, “There’s a
lightness and predictability
that allows you to be trans‐
ported to this perfect little
world, if only for a couple of
hours of being distracted or
transported to a place where
everyone is happy and every‐
thing is upbeat.  It’s a welcomed
change and a welcomed escape

from the mundane or the seriousness of every‐
day life.”  

Well worth the time to support a worthy
community program and achieve a fun and
memorable night out for you, too. 

Tickets are available in advance online:
https://phsdrama.ludus.com/index.php or at
the door each night. Doors open 6:30 p.m.,
November 5th to the 8th at Steve Dini Stage
located at 1290 Blossom Hill Road.

Photo credit (inset) Alexa Camahort
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Mausoleum Crypt for sale Gutter Cleaning/Roof Repair

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

LIVING HOPE 
APOSTOLIC MIN-
ISTRIES
https://www.
livinghopeam.org
2650 Aborn Rd. 
San Jose, CA 95135
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Bible Study” (Group
Study Room) every
Saturday at 12:00pm
OUR MISSION: Evan-
gelizing our commu-
nity and the world
with the gospel of
Jesus Christ. OUR
MINISTRY:  Training
ministers on how to
use their love for God
to reach those in
need of His love.
OUR PASSION:
Transforming lives
within our community
with God’s love.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave.
San Jose, CA 95120.
The Rev. Shelley
Booth Denney, Rector
Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful
followers of Jesus
Christ. Through wor-
ship, study, fellow-

ship and outreach,
we strive to nur ture
and grow a strong
faith community of
believers, a family of
all ages, where each
member feels wel-
comed, loved, valued
and empowered to
serve. Children are
especially welcomed
and cherished as an
important par t of
God's family.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsan-
jose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum"
the English meaning is
"Peace be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who
are Muslims, and what
is the Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and
way of life. Islam
began in the 7th centu-
ry. People who follow
Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is
the Divine book that
guides Muslims to

practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English
meaning is " May Allah
(swt) protect you and
your family".
Please visit our website
to learn more.

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.Com
408-274-1200 
See you on Facebook.
2650 Aborn Rd at
Kettmann, across from
the Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 55 years. 
John Goldstein Pastor.
john@GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.com. Christian
worship every Sunday
at 11am. Together we
build better lives and a
better community.
Music Institute
(408)791 7772. After
School Piano, Violin,
Other classical Instru-
ments.
PreSchool, Ages 2-6
Caring for your child
with God’s love and
affection.
Check our website for
current activities.

HOLY SPIRIT
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our

promise to our mem-
bers. If you are looking
for an active Christian
faith community, we
invite you to experience
Holy Spirit Parish Com-
munity. All are wel-
come! We are located
at 1200 Redmond
Avenue, San Jose, CA
95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m.
Monday - Friday. Our
weekend Mass sched-
ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 6
p.m. Rite of Reconcilia-
tion is every Saturday
at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our
Parish Office is open
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
and Friday 9:00 a.m. -
3:00 p.m. Call 408-
997-5100 for recorded
information or 408-
997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. 

SAN JOSE 
GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148

The word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or
"student." A Sikh is a
practitioner of the faith
founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak
in Punjab of old British
India.  A Guru who is a
"teacher" or "enlighten-
er" completes the rela-
tionship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of
all men and women.
Sikhs believe in three
basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of
God (praying), earning
a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor
with others. Currently
there  are close to one
million Sikhs living in
the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs
living around the world.
Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome
all. We pray daily for
peace and prosperity
for everybody in the
world.  Come to visit
and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365
days of the year and
serves complementary
vegetarian meals.  We
also encourage you to
enter our history room

on site and walk the
beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us
and community events
we sponsor by visiting
our website;
http://www. SanJose-
Gurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF
ASSISI CATHOLIC
CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd.,
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1770
www.sfoasj.com
We invite you to join
our community of faith
located in the Ever-
green area of San
Jose. We are an inclu-
sive diverse communi-
ty striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus
Christ in the footsteps
of St. Francis, offering
prayerful and joyful
liturgies, evangeliza-
tion, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community.
We offer spiritual
opportunities for all
ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O Jr. High,
I.G.N.I.T.E. High
School, & North Star
Young Adult Ministries,
along with small faith
communities and
opportunities to help
the poor and marginal-
ized of San Jose.
Our Chapel, Gathering

Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
sion Center, Parish Gift
Shop, and Memorial
Garden are all located
at 5111 San Felipe Rd.
Please come join us in
worship at any of the
following times in our
Chapel: Weekdays (M-
Sa) at 8:30 AM; Satur-
days at 4:00 PM (Eng-
lish) and 5:30 PM
(Vietnamese); Sundays
at 8:00 AM (English),
10:00 AM (English),
12:00 PM (English),
4:00 PM (Vietnamese),
and 6:00 PM Youth
Mass (English). The
Villages Gated Com-
munity also features a
Mass on Sundays at
8:15 AM at the Cribari
Auditorium.
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Office open
M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00
PM. Come join us and

share your presence
with us so that together
we may grow and
share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

To place a worship 

listing, email 

times@

timesmediainc.com

Jewelry

Painting

I Buy Comic Books.
Cash Paid. Alex 
(408) 393‑1385

Buy/Sell

TimesClassifieds

Employment

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST
Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's in

International Trade related. $62421/yr, 
Pumyang Shipping America

Inc., 3494 Depot Rd, 
Hayward, CA 94545

Reflections Mausoleum 
For sale 254C double crypt in the beauti-
ful Refections Mausoleum at Los Gatos
Memorial Park. The crypt is a perfect
location, just above eye level.  Price:
29,500. The Cemetery will make all

transfers. (408) 455- 8696 Tony Ranieri;
OneGolfingWino@gmail.com

Shoe Repair
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