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Elspeth Luu
San Jose Youth Symphony
presents its 2025-26
Season Opener Concert to
be held November 30

The Philharmonic

Orchestra Performs Wagner,
Elgar, Shankavaram,

Borne and Borodin

he San Jose Youth Sym-
Tphony's Philharmonic
Orchestra, under the artis-

tic leadership of Music Director
and Conductor Yair Samet, pres-
ents its 2025-26 Season Opener
Concert to be held on Sunday,
November 30,2025, 5 p.m. atthe
Mexican Heritage Plaza Theater,
See SYMPHONY, page 6
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San Jose-Evergreen
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Silver Creek Academy hosts
15th Back-to-School
Creative Writing Contest

By Sean Eastwood
Times staff writer
ilver Creek Academy recently
S hosted its fifteenth annual
Back to School Creative Writ-
ing Contest.

The learning center received over
100 submissions from students in
first through eighth grade. The
theme for this year’s creative writ-
ing was about a character who
receives unexpected news from the
school principal,leading to an excit-
ing adventure.

Teachersread and evaluated each
student’s entry, then chose winners
infirst, second, and third place from
each grade level division. Silver
Creek Academy provided prizes,

books, and goodie bags to all par-
ticipants as a thank you for their
hard work.

“We’re so proud of our students’
creativity and effort,” said Reem
Coniglio, General Manager of Sil-
ver Creek Academy. “Their stories
continue to inspire us every year!”

For more information about Sil-
ver Creek Academy, call (408) 839-
5905 or visit SCAASan]ose.com.

2025 Back To School Writing

Contest Winners

First Grade

1st: “Principals Rock” Daniel R.

2nd: “The School Surprise” Lucas N.

3rd: “A New Principal” Ashley V.
See WRITING, page 4

From left: Eliza G. - 3rd Place Winner, Fifth Grade Division; Ezra G. - 1st Place
Winner, Third Grade Division; and Mrs. Bobbi Ouellette - SCA Teacher

Damaged East
San Jose youth
center demolished

By Lorraine Gabbert
San José Spotlight

vacant former youth center in East San
A]ose has been demolished more than a

month after a fire halted plans for its

restoration.

Excavators knocked down what remained of

M ACSA

VOUTH CENTER ot o

the Mexican American Community Services
Agency (MACSA) building Saturday, breaking
the hearts of community advocates who fought
to save it. Trustees with the Alum Rock Union
School District, which owns the property, pre-
viously approved demolishing the building in
an emergency vote after the fire, pending a
structural report on the damage. The cause of
the fire, which happened in the early morning
hours of Aug. 29, is still under investigation.
According to the structural report, the blaze
destroyed or severely damaged the majority
of the main building, with much of the roof
having collapsed. At a Sept. 25 school board
meeting, Eric Wasinger, senior executive of

Much of the MACSA building, including its arches, had been demolished by Oct. 11, 2025 following a report
by structural engineers and a Division of the State Architect recommending it. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.

bonds, maintenance, operations and trans-
portation for the district, said removing the
existing walls alayer ata time to test the rebar
would be prohibitively expensive. Due to struc-
tural damage, even MACSA'’s distinctive arch-
es couldn’t be saved.

“The (Division of the State Architect) certi-
fied inspector has noted that ... ‘demolition
should occur to the entire site, including the
gymnasium,"” Interim Superintendent Sandra
Garcia said in a statement. “Therefore, the dis-
trict will be proceeding with the demolition of

the entire structure and removal of debris to
create a safe condition at the site.”

The MACSA youth center, which has been
empty for about a decade, was built with state
funds. Alum Rock Union School District leased
the land to the nonprofit for 52 years for $1
per year, but when the property was turned
over to the school district in 2016, it was in a
state of disrepair.

Community advocates have been working to
raise funds to renovate MACSA since before

See MACSA, page 6
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SAN JOSE YOUTH
SYMPHONY

2025 - 2026 SEASON

PHILHARMONIC
ORCHESTRA

Yair Samet, Music Director and Conductor

Season Opener Concert

Featuring

Elspeth Luu, cello, and Claire Kim, flute
Winners of the 2025 Young Artist Competition*

Premiere of Leela, a new composition for SJYS
by Concertmaster Saarthak Shankavaram SUNDAY

Wagner - Prelude to Die Meistersinger von Mdrmberg ] ]

Elgar — Cello Concerto in E minor

Borne - Carmen Fantasy for Flute and Orchestra

Borodin - Polovisian Dances 2025

Mexican Heritage Plaza Theater, 1700 Alum Rock
Tickets available now at sjys.org Avenue, San Jose 95116
@ 5:00 pm
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Diya P - 3rd Place Winner
Third Grade Division

Writing

Continued from page 1

Second Grade

1st: “The Missing School” Garrett L.

2nd: “Untitled” Swara C.

3rd: “I Was Principal for the Whole Day” by
Reyansh K.

Third Grade

1st: “The School Book Wiz” Ezra G.

0 School
ONTIST
Yinner

Rehan

car of the Rubuly

Rehan 8. - 2nd Place Winner
Third Grade Division

2nd: “The Year of the Robots” Rehan S.
3rd: “The Secret Portal” Diya P.

Fourth Grade

1st: “The One and Only Principal” Lexi C.
2nd: “Project Gaia” Mishka J.

3rd: “Runaway Students” Michael R.

Fifth Grade

1st: “Only One Principal Allowed” Zayne T.
2nd: “The Big Surprise” Vanya K.

3rd: “The Power of Friendship” Eliza G.

Mishika J. - 2nd Place Winner
Fourth Grade Division

Sixth Grade

1st: “When a Letter Changed Everything” Sahas-
ra M.

2nd: “The Un-Welcome Wagon (maybe not)” San-
skriti V.

3rd: “The Not-So Great School Day” Austin W.
Seventh & Eight Grades

1st: “Our Famous School” Pauline R.

2nd: “Principal Promises” Daniel N.

3rd: “The Message” Jadyn L.

SAVING WATER OUTDOORS IS £45)Y
WITH OUR FREE WATER-WISE SURVEY

A
v

Valley Water

WaterSavings.org
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HAVE A 401K?

Did you know your 401k qualifies for an
Annuity, with Bonuses up to 23%*?
You can also Rollover with NO penalty!
Create Generational Wealth!
Reach out Today and I'll tell you how | did it! Al ”

~/ "llove my
Mama!”

BOB MANN, CEO

Agency Owner

TEXT FOR APPOINTMENT
$08.592.52%4

*BONUs VARIES'BY sTATE. OFFER.ENDS SOONIN
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The San Jose-Sunnyvale-Santa Clara metro area
took the No. 1 spot for the biggest decline in home
building permits at 68% when comparing data from
July 2020 and 2025. File photo.

San Jose metro
area No. 1in
declining home
building permits

By Annalise Freimarck
San José Spotlight
an Jose and its surrounding cities have
Staken the top spot in housing — but the
data is nothing to brag about.

The San Jose-Sunnyvale-Santa Clara metro
area took the No. 1 spot for the biggest decline
in home building permits at 68% when com-
paring data from July 2020 and 2025, accord-
ing to a recent report from New York-based
HomeAbroad. Permits dropped from 1,949 to
623, the largest downturn compared to the
nation’s biggest metro areas in the same time-
frames.

The Kansas City area ranked second with

2,014 permits in 2020 to 701 permits in 2025,
Austin-Round Rock ranked third at 3,979 to
2,917, the Nashvillearea came in fourth at 3,144
to 2,099 and the Los Angeles area ranked fifth
at 2,715 to 1,694.

The analysis examined U.S. Census Bureau
building permits survey data for the top 100
metropolitan areas by population.

Silicon Valley advocates and developers said
the dropisindicative of high market prices and
city fees leading to less housing development
in a region that needs it.

Erik Hayden, founder of Urban Catalyst, said
the data isn’t surprising because Silicon Valley
is one of the most expensive places to build,
with city fees costing between $50,000 and
$120,000 per market-rate home. He said that
means the breaks cities give developers aren’t
really breaks when the area charges 10 times
therestofthe country. Coupled with high infla-
tion and interest rates after the pandemic, he
said it leads to fewer permit submittals.

Hayden added his business isn’t immune to
the hardships. Urban Catalyst bought eightlocal
properties and has only been able to complete

See BUILDING, page 10

Meals on Wheels

Nutritious Meals for Homebound Older Adults

Are you 60 years or older?

Do you worry about shopping for food?
Do you struggle preparing meals on a regular basis?

To learn more about Meals on Wheels,
please call (408) 350-3237 or
email community@mysourcewise.com
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Photo by Lorraine Gabbert

MACSA

Continued from page 1

the fire. In June, San Jose Deputy City Manager
Angel Rios, Jr. said between the city and coun-
ty, they've identified $2 million in funding. The
City Council unanimously approved $500,000
for the facility contingent on the release of fed-
eral funds. Rios, Jr. said the city is committed
to the project and if the grant doesn’t come
through, it will find alternative funding.

“What we got today is a downpayment in
hope,” he previously told San José Spotlight.
“Now we got to dial in on what it’s actually
going to costto revitalize itand raise that money.
Thebestresponse to poverty is access to oppor-
tunity and that’s all this is about.”

SOMOS Mayfair and the School of Arts and
Culture, representing the Si Se Puede Collec-
tive, had been working on an agreement with
the school district to lease MACSA. The non-
profits would be responsible for raising funds
torenovate the youth center and ongoing oper-
ations.

MACSA’s demolition hasn’t destroyed the
community’s desire to see it rebuilt as a youth
center offering classes, sports and social serv-
ices. Residents and advocates held a cleanup
day on streets surrounding the building Sat-
urday, while also launching a campaign to
rebuild it.

“Our hope today is to focus on rebuilding,”
Victor Vasquez, co-executive director of SOMOS
Mayfair, told San José Spotlight. “If we want to

Residents and advocates held a community cleanup day around the MACSA site on Oct. 11, 2025.

have the responsibility of a place like this, we
must continue to take care of the area around
it and be a positive force moving forward...
focused on being caretakers. There’s a great
need in our community to have a space for
youth. Ifwe find away to collaborate and unify,
anything’s possible.”

Vasquez said the clean up is the first step in
reaching an agreement with the school district
for the Si Se Puede Collective to lease the land
and rebuild MACSA through community, pri-
vate and government funding.

“We want to show progress and that there’s
a pathway forward,” Vasquez said. “Hopefully,
they also see the benefit of this development.
Once we agree, we're going to be out there
together figuring this out.”

ARUSD Trustee Minh Pham is hopeful nego-
tiations with SOMOS Mayfair and the School of
Arts and Culture will lead to an agreementben-
efiting Alum Rock students and the East Side
community. Trustee Corina Herrera-Loera said
while the fire and demolition brought a phys-
ical end to MACSA, this is an opportunity to
reimagine what’s possible for youth and fam-
ilies.

“When a committed group comes together
with clear intention and love for the commu-
nity, incredible things can be accomplished,” she
told San José Spotlight. “I know with the com-
mitment, effort and desire we will be able to
build something lasting and transformational.
We owe it to our youth and future generations
to create the conditions where they can thrive.”

Symphony
Continued from page 1
1700 Alum Rock Avenue in
San Jose.

The orchestra will open
with Wagner’s splendorous
and ravishing Prelude to Die
Meistersinger von Niirn-
berg, along with the world
premiere of an orchestral
work, Leela, by our orches-
tra’s concertmaster and
composer, Saarthak Shank-
avaram. The orchestra will
close the concert with
Borodin’s exciting Polovt-
sian Dances.

This concert will also feature two winners
from last season’s 2025 Young Artists’ Com-
petition, proudly sponsored by the San Jose
Symphony Foundation*. Outstanding young
soloists, Elspeth Luu, will perform Elgar’s
famous Cello Concerto in E minor, and Claire
Kim, will perform Borne’s Carmen Fantasy
for Flute and Orchestra.

The San Jose Youth Symphony (S]YS) is
one of the oldest and finest youth orches-
tras on the West Coast of the U.S. Founded
over seven decades ago as part of the for-
mer San Jose Symphony, S]YS has a rich tra-

Claire Kim (L) and Saarthak Shankavaram (R)

dition of musical performance and education.

The musicians of S]YS, all school-age youth,
are chosen from more than 650 applicants
through our annual auditions. The SJYS com-
prises 12 distinct performing ensembles:
two full orchestras, a chamber orchestra,
two flute choirs, two string ensembles, as
well as winds, brass, saxophone, percussion,
and jazz ensembles.

Ticket purchases are now available online
https://sjys.org/product-category/tickets

“SanJose Symphony” is aregistered trade-
mark of the San Jose Symphony Foundation,
and its use in all its variations is by license.
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BUY 1 BUNDTLET

GET 1 FREE

Valid at:

San Jose - Evergreen, CA
2721 Aborn Road, Suite 10, San Jose, CA 95121
(408) 238-7500

HOURS OF OPERATION
Mon-Fri: 9:00am - 7:00pm
Sat: 10:00am - 6:00pm | Sun: 11:00am - 4:00pm

ORDER ONLINE! WE DELIVER!

Expires 11/30/25. Not valid online or on the Nothing Bundt Cakes Mobile Agp‘ Limit one (1) Free Bundtiet with the purchase of one (1) Bundtlet per guest. Multiple Free Bundtlets with the purchase
of multiple Bundtlets are not permitted. Valid only for the Nothing Bundt Cakes® bakery listed when you show this offer in bakery at time of purchase. Not applicable on previous orders. No cash
value. Coupon code may not be reproduced, transferred or sold. Internet distribution strictly prohibited. Cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts. Offer may not apply to premium
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By Matt Fraizer
Special to the Times

n the vibrant city of San Jose, the air is alive
I with tales of the supernatural that spark the

imagination of both residents and visitors.

While many narratives delve into tradition-
al human ghosts haunting historical buildings,
afascinatingundercurrentoftales centered on
non-human spirits and cryptids pulses through
the city’s streets and natural landscapes. These
captivating stories blend folklore, urban leg-
end, and deep personal experiences, enriching
thelocal culture with a profound sense of won-
der and mystery.

Ghost of Quimby Rd.

One standout story is that of the Quimby Road
Jogger, an enigmatic figure often spotted glid-
ing effortlessly in Evergreen Valley along Quim-
by Road.

Eyewitnesses report feeling a mix of curios-
ity and apprehension as they watch this spec-
tral presence. The jogger appears to stop briefly,
casting an unsettling gaze that lingers in the
air before resuming its fluid motion and van-
ishing as if swallowed by the night.

Locals often engage in spirited discussions
about the identity of this ghostly figure, some
speculating that it might be a lost soul yearn-
ing for the life it once knew. In contrast, oth-
ersbelieve itto be a protector of the area, silent-
ly reminding residents of the past. For many
in the community, this ghostly presence serves
as a centerpiece for eerie conversations, rep-
resenting not just a haunting but a broader
enigma of what lies beyond our perception.

As the sun begins to set over San Jose, trans-
forming its skyline into a canvas of oranges
and purples, the aura surrounding Quimby
Road shifts dramatically. The vibrant chatter
of the city fades, replaced by a haunting qui-
etude that seems to wrap around those daring
to tread along the road. It is during these twi-
light hours that groups of curious thrill-seek-
ers gather, armed with flashlights and hushed
whispers, eager to experience the possibility
of crossing paths with the legendary jogger.
They paint vivid images of their encounters,
sharing tales that ebb and flow like the fog
rolling in. Some recount a sense of urgency they
felt when the jogger passed them, others
describe a chill that went down their spine as
they locked eyes with the spectral figure. This
shared excitement enhances the allure of the
jogger’s presence, creating a communal sense
of mystery and intrigue that ties together those
who share these experiences.

In addition to the jogger's tale, the area
around Quimby Road has become a gathering
point for individuals intrigued by the super-
natural. On misty evenings, groups of friends
may embark on ghost walks, recounting local
legends and sharing their own inexplicable
experiences. Tour guides skilled in the art of
storytellinglead these excursions, weaving his-
torical facts with haunting narratives to con-
jure a vivid picture for eager listeners. As sto-
ries of the jogger dance on the air, the night
deepens and shadows loom larger, creating a
palpable tension that sends shivers down spines.
Participants recount feeling an electric charge
in the atmosphere, imbued with the stories of
those who wandered before them. It becomes
evident thatthe jogger is more than justaniso-
lated tale—it's part of a larger tapestry of the
unknown that adds to the rich lore of San Jose,
drawing people together in the thrill of the
supernatural.

Marsh Rd. encounters

The excitementdoesn’tjustend with the jog-

ger. The phenomenon of ghostly encounters
extends beyond Quimby Road, spreading to
neighboring Marsh Road, which has also become
a hotspot of paranormal activity. Residents
share eerie encounters with a phantom girl
wandering the vicinity, often accompanied by
unsettling screams that echo through the night.
The legend says that she is searching for some-
thing-or perhaps someone—and thather pres-
ence is a warning to those who tread too close
to the boundaries of the unknown. Local youths,
alive with adrenaline and dare, often challenge
one another to walk along Marsh Road after
dark, fueled by tales of the ghostly girl's mourn-
ful cries. As they step into the shadows, the
very air thickens with anticipation, a rush of
fear and excitement propelling them forward.

Itis said that on particularly haunting nights,
when the moon hangs high and ominous clouds
driftlazily acrossits face, one can hear the faint
sound of her weeping carried by the wind.
Those who have ventured down Marsh Road
alone often recount a gut-wrenching feeling of
being watched, as if the girl herself were lurk-
ing just beyond their line of sight, assessing
their bravery. The tension peaks at this inter-
section of beliefand skepticism; some claim she
isafigment of collective imagination, born from
the fears that fester in the dark, while others
are unwavering in their beliefin her existence,
sharing spine-chilling stories that ripple through
the community.

A shared camaraderie forms among those
who have encountered the mysterious girl,
their stories intertwining to create a rich nar-
rative that fascinates outsiders and residents
alike.

Hicks Road non-human entities

Then there’s Hicks Road, which is steeped in
a rich tapestry of urban legends about a vari-
ety of non-human entities. Tales of witches,
secretive hermits, and ominous forces—
rumored to be linked to satanic cults or blood-
sucking beings—have persisted through the
ages. Locals recount stories of haunting sounds,
strange lights, and encounters with creatures
that seem like figments of nightmares. Over
the years, Hicks Road has witnessed its fair
share of adventurous souls who have ventured
into the night, only to return with tales that blur

the line between reality and myth. One partic-
ularly famous story involves a group of
teenagers who braved a night on Hicks Road
with the soleintention of documenting their expe-
rience. Armed with cameras and smartphones,
they recorded not only their nervous banter but
also several unexplained phenomena—flashes of
light that seemed to dance just at the edge of vis-
ibility, whispers that brushed against their ears
as they passed various landmarks, and an unde-
niable feeling of being followed.

Asthe night wore on and their bravado began
to wane, the group noticed distortions in the
air around them, as if the very fabric of reali-
ty was fraying at the seams. They claimed to
have witnessed shadowy figures darting
between trees, figments of imagination mor-
phing into something all too real. By the end
of their escapade, they emerged with unsettling
footage that not only ignited local curiosity but
also fueled ongoing debates about the hidden
truths lurking within the area’s folklore.
Although skeptics often dismiss these accounts
due to the lack of hard evidence, classifying
them as merely urban legends, the stories res-
onate deeply within the community, capturing
the fears and imaginations of those who dare
to venture into these shadowy regions. For
many, Hicks Road represents more than just a
place on the map; it symbolizes a threshold to
the unknown, a juncture where reality and
myth intersect in breathtakingly eerie ways.

Sarah’s Winchester Mystery House

The supernatural charm of San Jose’s para-
normal landscape is further enriched by his-
torical sites of significance, such as the iconic
Winchester Mystery House—an architectural
marvel constructed by Sarah Winchester, the
widow of a firearms tycoon. This sprawling
mansion, renowned for its bizarre architecture
and perplexing designs, is shrouded in mystery
and said to be haunted by the spirits of those
lost to Winchester rifles. The legends sur-
rounding the house suggest that Sarah, in
mourning for her departed loved ones, con-
structed the mansion to appease and commu-
nicate with the restless spirits. The stories of
spirits trapped within the labyrinthine halls
invite countless paranormal enthusiasts eager
to explore the realms of life after death, inter-

twining tales of human spirits with the broad-
er unknown.

As visitors walk through the labyrinthine
corridors and extravagant parlors, they can’t
help but feel an atmosphere thick with ener-
gy—a reminder of the lives that intersected in
this very space and the troubles that plagued
Sarah. A palpable tension hangs in the air; many
have reported feeling cold spots, sudden chills,
and even a sense of being watched. Part of the
allure comes from the compelling history inter-
twined with the supernatural, as Sarah’s trag-
ic tale resonates not just as a story of loss but
also as a manifestation of her efforts to escape
the grip of grief through a physical reality.

Events held at the mansion, especially around
Halloween or during moonlit tours, often ampli-
fy this eerie presence. As the eerie glow of arti-
ficial lights dances through the windows, cast-
ing long shadows across the ornate architec-
ture, attendees recount feelings of dread inter-
mixed with excitement. This blend ignites aged
tales with renewed fervor. During these events,
it is not uncommon for guests to share their
ghostly encounters, likening their experiences
to those of the famous jogger or the girl on
Marsh Road. These exchanges cultivate an in-
depth appreciation for the cultural tapestry of
San Jose, grounded in a shared yearning to
understand the mysteries of the afterlife.

Throughout the city, these interwoven sto-
ries create a rich tapestry of experiences for
bothlong-time residents and newcomers. They
invite exploration and disdain, skepticism and
belief, ultimately encouraging everyone to
embrace the unknown. With each retelling, the
tales of the jogger, the phantom girl, and the
secrets of Hicks Road become part of a collec-
tive memory that lingers like mist in the early
morning light. The paranormal landscape of
San Jose serves as a poignant reminder of the
thin veil that separates our world from unseen
realms, prompting us to question the very
nature of reality.

As if in harmony with this ongoing narra-
tive, local festivals often embrace the haunting
elements that characterize San Jose’s folklore.
Ghost tours abound, themed events attract curi-
ous minds, and local artisans craft pieces
inspired by these age-old stories, allowing for
a continual celebration of mystery that keeps
the spirit of the city alive. Community gather-
ings offer opportunities for storytelling, as res-
idents share their encounters or speculate about
the identities of the enigmatic figures thatroam
the night.

Consequently, ofall the legends and tales that
seep through the streets and woods of San Jose,
perhaps the most poignant lesson lies in the
unyielding spirit of curiosity and the desire to
understand what we cannot see—what dwells
justbeyond our perceptions. Whether through
the eerie experiences on Quimby Road, the
cries of the phantom girl on Marsh Road, the
urban mysteries of Hicks Road, or the haunt-
ing atmosphere of the Winchester Mystery
House, San Jose stands as a testament to the
captivating interplay between history, folklore,
and the ever-enigmatic nature of existence.

Asnight falls and the veil between the worlds
thins, the city invites all to unlock the myster-
ies of the supernatural that dwell in the shad-
ows, waiting to share their secrets with those
brave enough to seek them out.

With each passing year, these stories con-
tinue to evolve, proving that while the figures
and legends shift, the allure of the unknown
remains an enduring part of the San Jose expe-
rience.
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« Logic & Critical Thinking Courses!

Competitive Debate (4 O 8 ) 8 3 9 5 9 O 5

HSPT, PSAT & SAT Test Prep
e Study Skills for Academic Success
e Test-Taking Strategies

Visit: SCAASanJose.com
for the complete schedule
of camps & classes!

BEST OF
THE BEST

HALL OF FAME
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Silver Creek Academy
5619 Silver Creek Valley Road
San Jose, CA 95138
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e
SAN JOSE

CAPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY
Environmental Services

It's easy & FREE
to get rid of your junk

5Jenvironment.org/junkpickup

Help keep our neighborhood clean!  Report illegal dumping: 408-535-3500

RESIDENTIAL AND SMAIL BUSINESS PAPER SHREDDING

DROP—OFF SHREDDING SERVICE
‘C\Yi{}'l‘(‘ﬂ IT SHRED!
PAPER SHREDDNG (1 xRD DRIVE

$I0PD PERBOX | SHREDDING
10255

. OFFICE CONTENT CLEANOUT
« DOCUMENT PURGES

 PICK UP DOCS

* ON-SITE SHREDDING

l
www.RE l)l)()(r%lllll* D.com
408-377-2925

BAY AREA - SAN JOSE °* 14944 Camden Avenue, San Jose, CA 95124 (Cambrian Plaza)

RED DOG
| PICKS UP ©

Building
Continued from page 6
two due to financing troubles.

“Cities went, ‘These developers are making
allthe money... We'll solve the housing crisis by
making them pay for it,” Hayden told San José
Spotlight. “All that does is make it so our proj-
ects don’t pencil out, we don’t build any units
and now you're in double trouble. Now there’s
no market or below market (homes built).”

The data emphasizes those challenges.

The report also places the San Jose metro
area in the No. 1 spot for the highest declines
in five-plus multifamily home building per-
mits, dropping drastically from 1,697 permits
in July 2020 to 449 in 2025, or 74%. The Los
Angeles metro area ranked second, dropping
from 1,728 permits to 556, or a 68% decline.

Marika Krause, spokesperson for San Jose’s
planning, building and code enforcement
department, said the city has implemented
some breaks for developers, including the mul-
tifamily developmentincentive programs that
reduced construction taxes and inclusionary
housing and parks fees. She said the city will
focus on housing in its general plan review,
adding market conditions and costs make it
difficult to spur development.

“It’s created a perfect storm that makes it
tough for investors to make projects pencil
out,” Krause told San José Spotlight. “The
study... shows this isn’t just happening in our
city. It's something our region is grappling
with. We’re committed to doing everything
we can to make it easier and more appealing
to build here.”

Housing advocates said giving developers
incentives is good, butit's not enough to address
the housing crisis. San Jose, Sunnyvale and
Santa Clara need to build 62,200, 11,966 and

11,632 homes respectively by 2031 to meet
state housing mandates — and are all behind
schedule.

Alex Shoor, executive director of nonprofit
Catalyze SV, said cities must do more than
offer the financial breaks they’ve already given
to combat poor market conditions.

“Local governments need to do as much as
they can to build the amount of housing need-
ed because the problem continues to get
worse,” he told San José Spotlight. “It’s getting
harderand harder every single day, every sin-
gle year we don’t build the housing.”

The San Jose metro areaisn’tthe only region
struggling with housing production in Cali-
fornia.

Ali Sapirman, Housing Action Coalition advo-
cacy and policy manager, said housing pro-
duction and permitting has slowed statewide
because of the market. They said that means
now is a time to improve governmental
processes needed for development so when
the market returns, it’s easy to push housing
through. They added San Jose hasbeen aleader
on that front, using artificial intelligence to
assess backyard homes.

“That’s really the next path, meeting the
moment of where we are with technology —
notto replace or displace workers, but to sup-
plement the technology that staffand planners
have in order to streamline permitting,” said
Sapirman.

It'snot all doom and gloom in local housing.
Hayden said he sees signs the market is bounc-
ing back, including banks calling him to invest
in projects.

“Real estate typically goesin cycles,” he said.
“Hopefully two years from now, permits (will)
have shot up, and we credit cities for stream-
lining permitting and doing small fee reduc-
tions to make it happen.”

San Jose Museum of
Art presents ‘ektor
garcia: loose ends'

In the artist’s first solo museum
exhibition in California

he SanJosé Museum of Art (SJMA) will
Tpresent ektor garcia: loose ends, the

first solo museum exhibition in Cali-
fornia by Mexico City-based artist ektor
garcia (artist’s spelling)
from Oct. 17 - June 7.

This exhibition marks

ahomecoming for Gar-
cia, who was born in
California and spent his
formative years in the
Bay Area. It brings
together existing and
newly created sculp-
tures in a single instal-
lation that reflects Gar-
cia’s ongoing explo-
ration of transforma-
tion, labor, and identi-

ty through material and
process.
Garcia’s work is

shaped by a rich and eclectic array of influ-
ences, from Mexican handcraft traditions
passed down by his grandmother to a DIY
sensibility shaped by his Bay Area upbring-
ing. His practice also incorporates tech-
niques learned through YouTube tutorials

and global travel. He often weaves in sym-
bols from Mexican folktales and colloqui-
alisms, queer subcultures, and transition-
al architectural forms like portals, windows,
and curtains. Through this layered
approach, Garcia challenges social and cul-
tural hierarchies, particularly those tied to
gendered and racialized labor, while reject-
ing fixed definitions of existence or identi-
ty.

As part of SJMA’s partnership with
Bloomberg Philanthropies, the exhibition
will also feature new and original multi-

media content hosted on the free Bloomberg
Connects app. The arts and culture app will
host a digital guide of the exhibition, which
willinclude an interview with the artistand
commentary relating to the new installa-
tion.
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Singers,

classics,

Bring

New Ballet,
guests to rejoice in beloved holiday
carols,
dazzling dance numbers, audience
sing-alongs, and the ever-popular 712

Days of Silicon Valley.

G

SYMPHONY
SAN JOSE

PRESENTS

Holiday Spectacular

Dec 6 & 7, 2025
at the California Theatre

Join Symphony San Jose, Symphony
San Jose Chorale, Cantabile Youth

heartwarming

Pre-concert festivities: Arrive early to
meet Santa & Mrs. Claus! Snap festive
photos and share your holiday wishes.
Plus, our favorite Gingerbread Cookie
Decorating

your
creativity for some deliciously fun
holiday crafting.

Extravaganza
appetite and

and special

returns!
your

call  our

Tickets range from $35 to $115.
We also offer group discounts for the
purchase of 10 or more tickets, with a
discounted rate of $10 off the original
ticket price. Restrictions apply, please
Ticket
information (408) 286-2600.

Office  for

more

www.symphonysanjose.org

$10

Saturday, December 6 matinee special:
Use promo code FAMILYFUN to get a
child ticket for only $10 with each adult
ticket purchased.

DEc| 6 |2025

at 2:30 p.m.

LIVING HOPE
APOSTOLIC MIN-
ISTRIES

https://www.
livinghopeam.org
2650 Aborn Rd.

San Jose, CA 95135
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Bible Study” (Group
Study Room) every

Saturday at 12:00pm
OUR MISSION: Evan-

gelizing our commu-
nity and the world
with the gospel of
Jesus Christ. OUR
MINISTRY: Training
ministers on how to

use their love for God :

: EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
: CENTER (EIC)

¢ http://www.eicsan-

i jose.org

within our community i 2486 Ruby Ave,

: San Jose CA 95148.
 (408) 239-6668
EPISCOPAL CHURCH :
: the English meaning is
i "Peace be upon you".

¢ Q) What is Islam, who
i are Muslims, and what

to reach those in
need of His love.
OUR PASSION:
Transforming lives

with God’s love.

IN ALMADEN

6581 Camden Ave.
San Jose, CA 95120.
The Rev. Shelley

Booth Denney, Rector :
Phone:408-268-0243 :
i way of life. Islam

: began in the 7th centu-
i ry. People who follow
: Islam are known as

i Muslims. The Quran is
: the Divine book that

i guides Muslims to

Web:www.eca-sj.org
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful
followers of Jesus
Christ. Through wor-
ship, study, fellow-

! ship and outreach,

i we strive to nurture
: and grow a strong

: faith community of

¢ believers, a family of
: all ages, where each
¢ member feels wel-

i comed, loved, valued
¢ and empowered to

i serve. Children are

: especially welcomed
¢ and cherished as an
i important part of

: God's family.

L)
Q-

l Evergreen lslamic Center

"As-Salaamu-Alaikum"

is the Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and

! practice Islam.

i "Hufazik Allah Waeayi-

¢ latak™ the English

i meaning is " May Allah

: (swt) protect you and

3 your family".

: Please visit our website

¢ to learn more.

: Grace Church :

: (28] of Evergreen : :
: 95120. Mass is cele-

¢ brated at 8:30 a.m.

i Monday - Friday. Our
: weekend Mass sched-
: uleis Saturday 5 p.m.,
¢ Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
iam,11:30am. and6 :
¢ p.m. Rite of Reconcilia- :
: tion is every Saturday
¢ at4 p.m.orby

: appointment. Our

¢ Parish Office is open

¢ Monday - Thursday

: 8:30 am. - 4:30 p.m.
¢ and Friday 9:00 a.m. -
¢ 3:00 p.m. Call 408-

i 997-5100 for recorded
¢ information or 408-

i 997-5101 to speak

i with someone in our

: parish office.

N 1)

: GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN

+ www.GraceChurchEv-
: ergreen.Com

: 408-274-1200

i See you on Facebook.
: 2650 Aborn Rd at

i Kettmann, across from
: the Public Library.

: Serving Evergreen for
: over 55 years.

: John Goldstein Pastor.
: john@GraceChurchEv-
¢ ergreen.com. Christian
+ worship every Sunday
: at 11am. Together we
¢ build better lives and a
¢ better community.

: Music Institute

i (408)791 7772. After
: School Piano, Violin,
+ Other classical Instru-
: ments.

: PreSchool, Ages 2-6

¢ Caring for your child

+ with God’s love and

: affection.

¢ Check our website for
i current activities.

: HOLY SPIRIT

: CATHOLIC CHURCH

: Faith.Knowledge. Com-
: munity - this is our

¢ promise to our mem-
3 bers. If you are looking
¢ for an active Christian
: faith community, we

: invite you to experience :
¢ Holy Spirit Parish Com-
¢ munity. All are wel-

i come! We are located
: at 1200 Redmond

Avenue, San Jose, CA

God iy One
g fea 3

: Rab lk Hai

: SAN JOSE

: GURDWARA

: 3636 Gurdwara Ave.

San Jose, CA 95148

! The word Sikh (see-kh)
i means "disciple" or

¢ "student." A Sikh is a

: practitioner of the faith

founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak

: in Punjab of old British
i India. A Guruwhois a
: "teacher" or "enlighten- :
er" completes the rela-
: tionship of teaching

i and learning. Sikhism

¢ is monotheistic and

i stresses the equality of
¢ all men and women.

i Sikhs believe in three

basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of

i God (praying), earning
+ aliving by honest

: means and sharing the
+ fruits of one's labor

i with others. Currently
: there are close to one
million Sikhs living in

¢ the USA and Canada

: and 25 million Sikhs

+ living around the world.
¢ Sikhism is the 5th

+ largest religion in the

i world. At the Gurd-

: wara (House of God) in
i San Jose we welcome
: all. We pray daily for

i peace and prosperity

: for everybody in the

¢+ world. Come to visit

: and enjoy Langer

¢ (food) in our kitchen

: which is open 365

+ days of the year and

i serves complementary
¢ vegetarian meals. We
: also encourage you to
enter our history room

¢ on site and walk the

i beautiful grounds.

: Learn more about us

: and community events
i we sponsor by visiting
: our website;

¢ http://www. SanJose-
¢ Gurdwara.org

: ST. FRANCIS OF
ASSISI CATHOLIC

: CHURCH

: 5111 San Felipe Rd.,

¢ San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1770

¢ www.sfoasj.com

i We invite you to join

¢ our community of faith
¢ located in the Ever-

¢ green area of San

: Jose. We are an inclu-
: sive diverse communi-
i ty striving to serve as
: Disciples of Jesus

+ Christ in the footsteps
i of St. Francis, offering
+ prayerful and joyful

: liturgies, evangeliza-

: tion, fellowship, and
service opportunities to :
: the community. :
: We offer spiritual

¢ opportunities for all

: ages, including chil-

: dren's liturgy, dynamic
: E.C.H.0 Jr. High,

: L.G.N.LTE. High

: School, & North Star
: Young Adult Ministries, :
i along with small faith
¢ communities and

i opportunities to help

: the poor and marginal-
: ized of San Jose.

: Our Chapel, Gathering

PM. Come join us and

£
¥

g,‘,‘\ | gﬂ\
ST /O

! Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
: sion Center, Parish Gift
: Shop, and Memorial

: Garden are all located

¢ at 5111 San Felipe Rd.
i Please come join us in
: worship at any of the

: following times in our

¢ Chapel: Weekdays (M-
i Sa) at 8:30 AM; Satur-
¢ days at 4:00 PM (Eng-
: lish) and 5:30 PM

: (Vietnamese); Sundays
i at 8:00 AM (English),

: 10:00 AM (English),

i 12:00 PM (English),

: 4:00 PM (Vietnamese),
: and 6:00 PM Youth

i Mass (English). The

: Villages Gated Com-

: munity also features a

+ Mass on Sundays at

: 8:15 AM at the Cribari

¢ Auditorium.

¢ For more information,

: please call or visit us at :
: the Parish Office open
+ M-F 9:00 AM -12:00

PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00

AN

¢ share your presence

i with us so that together
¢ we may grow and

i share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

@

thepoint.church

: THE POINT CHURCH
i 3695 Rose Terrasse Cir
: San Jose, CA 95148
i (408) 270-7646

: English Service:

: Sundays at 9:30 &

i 11:00 AM

+ Spanish Service:

i 11:00 AM

: Cambodian Service:
i 11:00 AM

: Cantonese Service:

: 11:00 AM

:+ Mandarin Service:

¢ 11:00AM

Youth Extreme Point

i (7th-12th grade):
: Every Saturday at 6:30
: PM - 8:30 PM

To place a worship
listing, email
limes@
timesmediainc.com
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DECEMBER I3- 14 & 20-2I

PERFORMED WITH THE CAMBRIAN SYMPHONY

%4 JOIN US FOR AN UNFORGETTABLE PERFORMANCE!

Box Office: (408) 286-9905

EVERGREEN
VALLEY COLLEGE

STILL IN HIGH SCHOOL?

Earn high school and
college credit at the
same time... for FREE!

Located in the foothills of San Jose.





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


