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Bradford leaves legacy as Franklin County
Schools’ first nurse

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

When Franklin County Schools
hired its first school nurse in 1982,
the choice of Wanda Bradford set the
standard for the system’s future.

The Franklin County native dedicat-
ed herself to doing her best, and
bringing out the best in others.

Bradford died November 8th after
an extended battle with dementia.
She was 72.

In 1989, Bradford was selected as
Alabama School Nurse of the Year
by the Alabama Association of
School Nurses, based in large part
on the innovative health program
she implemented for all Franklin

Wanda Bradford (Courtesy
photo)

See ‘BRADFORD,’ Page 4

$900,000 grant will allow Russellville
Water & Sewer Board to return to full
wastewater treatment capacity

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

A grant announced this week by
Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey’s office will
provide half a million dollars to the
Russellville Water and Sewer Board
(RWSB) for the final improvements
needed to restore its daily waste-
water capacity back to full strength of
11 million gallons a day.

That was the previous capacity in
the holding pond at the Russellville
Sewer Treatment Plant before an
Alabama Department of
Environmental Management order
three years ago prohibited use of the
pond until significant improvements
were made to it.

With that limited capacity came the

| RUSSELLVILLE

ability to treat only 3.5 million gallons
of water a day, a concern in the event
the board’s customer base saw
growth from industry expansion
and/or subdivision and new home
construction.

The RWSB will match the $500,000
grant from the Appalachian Regional
Commission with $791,000 of its
own funds to complete the two-
phase project, the first of which was
done last year with a separate
$350,000 Appalachian Regional
Commission grant and $600,000 of
RWSB matching funds.

The first grant paid for aeration and
baffle curtains that allowed RWSB to
put its holding pond back online.
Baffle curtains allow treatment plants
to improve efficiency by forcing the

See ‘RWSB,’ Page 4
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We offer ground burial, mausoleum
t. _ and cremation spaces. All may be
&% purchased at need or pre-need to include

j*2 & the burial vault and bronze memorial.

Providing a peaceful, beautiful and serene
cemetery for the people of Franklin County.

Carolyn Atkins Porter
2710 Waterloo Road * 256.332.2115

Evelyn Janette Stepp, 86, died November 9th at
Burns Nursing & Rehab in Russellville. Visitation
will be Wednesday, November 12th from 12-2 at
Deaton Funeral Home in Red Bay. Funeral will
follow at 2 p.m., at Deaton Funeral Home.

Linda Gail Pickard, 73, of Russellville, passed
away November 8th. Pinkard Funeral Home as-
sisted the family with arrangements.

James Douglas “Doug” Reed, 71, of Russellville,
passed away November 6th. Pinkard Funeral
Home assisted the family.

Harold Loyd “PeeWee” Washington, 69, of Rus-
sellville, passed away on November 5th. A me-
morial service will be held at a later time. Spry

Memorial Chapel of Russellville assisted the
family with arrangements.

Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon
panels, letters to the editor and other
creative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

“The Insect Predator”

Eddie Deaton
(256) 627-1996

50 Years Combined Experience

Toll Free 1-888-832-5405

(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055
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Back to the Bible
by Larsen Plyler:
Matthew 9:1-8

Jesus came back to Capernaum. A group brought a paralyzed man
on a bed to Jesus. He saw their faith and first said, "Your sins are for-
given." The religious leaders questioned His right to say something
like that.

Jesus knew what they were thinking. He asked if it would be easier
to proclaim forgiveness or to tell someone to stand up and walk. He
could just say sins were forgiven. No one would be able to see if if
happened. But, if He told Him to walk, the power of His word would
be evident quickly.

So, Jesus told Him to walk so that they would see that He did, in
fact, have the authority to forgive. The man got up and went home.

The crowds were scared and gave God the glory because they saw
Jesus possessing such great power.

Lessons to Learn:

The miracles were signs pointing to something bigger. The signs
were not the point. What they were pointing to was. The miracles
served to testify that Jesus did have authority and that He could
indeed forgive sins. When we look at Jesus' miracles, we should
reflect on what they show about His identity and His purpose.

Jesus' words of forgiveness show us who He is. This miracle indi-
cated that Jesus was not blaspheming when He forgave sins. Such
a declaration of forgiveness was something only God could do.
Jesus' authority was not just over nature, disease, or demons. He
also has the authority to forgive. If we value His authority to forgive
our sins, we should also submit to His authority to guide our lives.

See Jesus' focus on forgiveness here. | wonder how the ones who
carried this man reacted when Jesus forgave the paralytic of his sins.
Did they say, "That's not why we brought him here?" Was the para-
lytic disappointed to hear that? Couldn't Jesus see his real problem.
But, Jesus shows us what really matters. Walking was a great gift.
But, its value would run out, if not because of age, certainly because
of death. But, the value of forgiveness would never cease. That man,
now dead for 2,000 years, still cherishes his forgiveness! We must
make sure our focus, as individuals and local churches, is on
addressing the sin problem. If we address health concerns and
social issues, but don't call people to repent and find forgiveness in
Christ, we're just rearranging the furniture in a burning house. And,
while physical health is a blessing, let's make sure our soul prospers.
We can be sick and be right with the Lord. We can be healthy and
outside of Christ. Let's consider that as we pray.

Tune in to 100.7 WGOL Sunday at 8:30am for our Back to the Bible
Radio Program.

Reach out with your questions, comments, or requests for personal
Bible study at backtothebiblepodcast.com or at info@backtothebible-
podcast.com

BACK TO THE BIBLE

A SUNDAY 8:30 AM

baocktothehbiblepodcost.com
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wastewater to take a longer path, increasing retention time.

Russellville Water and Sewer Board General Manager Eric Hill said the
final phase will involve installation of new head works screens and a new
grit removal system at a total cost of $1,291,000.

The grant will assist the RWSB in increasing its sewage capacity an ad-
ditional 7.5 million gallons a day, back to previous capacity. This will return
the treatment plant to a capacity well above state-permitted wastewater
levels.

“Both grants go hand-in-hand and provided the wastewater plant capacity
needed for industrial and residential growth,” Hill said.

Ivey said the grant will not only meet the needs of RWSB’s current customer
base but also for the future.

“The upgrade and expansion of the Russellville sewer treatment plant will
ensure the growing needs of businesses and residents are met, as well as
being a benefit for future economic development,” lvey said. “I| commend the
Russellville Water and Sewer Board for taking this step to serve its cus-
tomers, and | am pleased to announce this grant to help complete the proj-
ect.”

Hill said the RWSB received assistance with the grant application from the
Northwest Alabama Council of Local Governments’ Morgan Tittle, Sherye
Price with the Franklin County Development Authority and letters of support
for the project from Rep. Jamie Kiel (R-Russellville), officials with G&G Steel,
Southeastern Commercial Fabricators, LLC, Russellville City Schools, and
several individuals in the community. Hill also expressed appreciation to his
board for supporting the grant application and the capacity expansion proj-
ect.

The plant services 2,552 residential customers and 616 commercial cus-
tomers, according to the governor’s press release.

“I would like to thank and congratulate Eric Hill, General Manager of the
Russellville Water and Sewer Board and the board members for applying
for and being awarded the grant,” said Russellville Mayor David Grissom.
“And special thanks to Governor lvey and ADECA Director Kenneth Boswell
for helping the city secure the ARC funds.”

Hill hopes to let the final phase out to bid by year end, he said.

Village at Oliver Place

NOW LEASING
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County Schools.

That program was designed to include health screenings, home visits and
health education programs for Franklin County students.

Bradford remained with Franklin County Schools until 1992 when the Uni-
versity of North Alabama, from which she graduated in 1980, hired Bradford
as an associate professor who taught Community Health Nursing.

Bradford also helped coordinate UNA’s online Registered Nurse (RN) to
Bachelor of Science (BSN) four-year academic degree program.

A BSN is a more comprehensive degree that includes leadership and man-
agement skills that can lead to higher earning potential and more career op-
tions compared to an RN.

Bradford earned her Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree from UNA, then
began pursuit of her Master’s Degree at the University of Alabama Huntsville.
After she earned her Doctorate in Nursing from Rush University in Chicago,
Bradford would be promoted to Department Chair of UNA’'s Online Nursing
Department.

During her 33-year association with UNA, Bradford created a legacy that
will never be forgotten. UNA's online BSN program opened the doors to fu-
ture nurses who, for a variety of reasons, could only have pursued such a
degree online.

As important as her career was to Bradford, family came first. She is sur-
vived by her husband of almost 45 years, Howard Bradford. The couple had
two daughters, Donna Hines (Shawn Sr.) and Katina Bradford Petree, a
former Tharptown Elementary School first grade teacher who was part of
the school’s first kindergarten class, seven grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren and a very special aunt, Doris Sockwell Craig.

“Her family was just everything to her, especially the old house she and my
dad remodeled that was built in the 1800s and was her grandparents’ home,”
Katina said.

“She absolutely loved that place and all her family being there. She always
had the Sockwell (her mother’s maiden name) family reunions there until
they grew too big and it had to be moved. She also loved nursing and helping
people. She would help anyone day or night any way and every way she
could,” she added.

Her grandchildren include Brooke Vandiver, Shawn Hines, Jr. (Savannah),
Brady Petree (Stacy), Carson Petree (Gracey), Macy Petree (Devin), Patrick
Hines and Hollie Hines. Her great-grandchildren are Chancellor “Chance”
Hines, Lakely Hine and Elizabeth “Ellie” Petree.

Bradford was preceded in death by her parents, Billy and Mary Quinn,
siblings Steve and Randy Quinn, grandson Chance Vandiver and stepson
Stephen Bradford.

Bradford delighted in planning family get-togethers, whether it be for holi-
days, birthdays or any other occasion. Some of her fondest days came just
sitting on the front porch with Howard as they watched what was going on
in their Bethsaidia community.

Bradford also loved family vacations, particularly at her special oasis of
St. George Island in Florida.

“My parents just happened upon that place one time coming back from tak-
ing my niece to Disney World,” Katina recalls. “They stayed there a day or
two and fell in love with it. She planned on buying a house down there after
she retired, but that never happened. But it was truly her little piece of
Heaven on earth.”

Bradford also loved gardening, Alabama Crimson Tide football and her be-
loved dog Lucy.

Her grandson Brady Petree recalled his grandmother’s dedication to her
garden.

“She really took pride in that garden, as she possessed our family’s ‘green-
thumb,” and she was often able to nurse plants back to health when seem-
ingly no one else could,” Petree said.

Send your guest columns,
recipes, cartoon panels, letters to
the editor and other
creative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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$46,000 grant to allow Franklin County
Water Service Authority to purchase replacement tank
John Pilati

Franklin Free Press

A grant announced Gov. Kay Ivey’s office this week will help the Franklin County Water Service Authority (FCWSA) replace a leaking fiberglass tank
at its water treatment plant in western Franklin County.

The $46,000 grant from the Appalachian Regional Commission will be matched by the FCWSA to fund the $92,000 cost of replacing one of the plant’s
three tanks used to filter water through a calcite filter. The tanks also contain limestone. After the water is treated, its alkalinity is stripped out causing
it to have a low ph.

When the treated water goes through the limestone, it reaccumulates that lost alkalinity. Most water treatment plants feed lime into their treated water
to increase its ph, but the FCWSA's tanks use limestone instead.

One of FCWSA's three tanks is new, having been installed early this year. One is functioning properly and one needs replacing, according to FCWSA's
Manager Steve Swinney.

“These tanks are very unusual,” Swinney said. “Our plant was built different than just about any other. We need water to be at a neutral ph or a little
over. Most plants feed lime, so this is just a different way of doing it.”

A ph of 7.0 is neutral and the Environmental Protection Agency recommends municipal drinking water have a ph between 6.5 and 8.5.

The $92,000 project will ensure better water quality for FCWSA's 1,681 households and the 16 businesses it serves, as well as some Marion County
residents in the Bull Mountain community, which is expected to be supplied water from FCWSA starting sometime in 2026.

Marion County officials obtained a $1,000,000 grant to install approximately six miles of lines to connect to the water supply in the Town of Vina,
which purchases its water from Franklin County Water Service Authority.

The expansion into Marion County will provide much-needed additional
income for the FCWSA. Sh l °

“We have done our budget for the coming year and, unless some cata- P ‘
strophic event hits us, everything looks okay for next year,” Swinney said. 0 a S rl m ary are
“Marion County officials say they’re still on track to be purchasing water
by this time next year.” l

Swinney said the expansion into Marion County will provide water serv- We Comes
ice to an unserved community that must rely on well water.

“The use rate range is between 75,000 and 100,000 gallons a day. That’s
not a tremendous amount of water, but the area it's going to has more D Z
than 500 people who don’t have access to public water,” Swinney said.

“Marion County received grant monies to get water to every resident r‘ aman
who wants it. The potential for growth is really big as far as residential
water service in that community,” he added.

Ivey said the Franklin County grant was awarded to help ensure the a
FCWSA plant can continue to provide reliable service to the homes and

businesses that depend on it. .
‘I commend local leaders in Franklin County for their dedication to im- to the practlce
proving the safety and reliability of their utilities,” Ivey said. .
in Shefhield
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LAWN CARE BIDS

The Russellville Housing Authority is now accepting bids
for Lawncare Service for our 4 developments (Engle
Drive, Washington Plaza, Eastside Plaza, and Westside
Plaza). All companies considering this proposal are
strongly encouraged to physically inspect the properties
prior to submitting a bid. The successful bidder shall be
required to provide proof of liability insurance and a
State license. The Russellville Housing Authority
reserves the right to reject any/or all bids if it deems this
would be in the best interests of the Authority.

Bids in sealed envelopes clearly marked “Lawn Care
Service Bids”, should be mailed to the Russellville
Housing Authority, P.O. Box 966, Russellville, Alabama
35653, or delivered to 73 Flippen Street, Russellville,
Alabama 35653, in time to be opened and publicly read
aloud at 9:00 a.m. on December 3, 2025. Bids received
after this deadline will not be opened and shall not be
considered. Any questions, comments, or requests to
schedule a site inspection can contact Omar Tompkins at

(256) 332-1561.
JA\_
Russellville

Housing Authority
Incorporated

256-332-1561
73 Flippen St
Russellville
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he NACOLG SENIORx medlcatlon aSS|stance program
supplies free and low-cost medications for anyone in
Alabama with a disability or chronic illness, regardless of age, that
requires daily medication. Medicare recipients may also be eligi-
ble. For more information, contact NACOLG SENIORX today.
There is no charge for this service. Call Paula Pardue at 256-389-
0529, 256-389-0530 or 1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463). This
program is in partnership with the State of Alabama and Alabama
Department of Senior Services. Contact us for more information.
Love Packages Ministry is in need of donations of new
and used Bibles (in any condition). They will be sent to
ministers and missionaries around the world who will distribute
them. Donations can be dropped off in the church office of Red
Bay First Baptist Church or Russellville First Baptist Church.
ussellville Masonic Lodge #371 is selling Hams for
Thanksgiving. Butts are $35 each and may be pre-
ordered by dialing (256) 810-1970. Pickup is Wednesday, Nov. 26
between 8-10am at the Lodge on Coffee Avenue.
he Northwest Regional Library is proud to announce
audiobooks are now available through our Books-By-
Mail program. This program is completely free to those that are
medically homebound, live more than 10 miles from a town with a
public library, or require large print or audiobooks only. Must be a
resident of Marion, Franklin, or Lamar counties.

Northwest Shoals

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

YOU CAN
SPECIALIZE

nwscc.edu

256.383.447 3 Ext. 2021
340 Cox Blvd * Sheffield, AL
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From Exposure to Action: Alahama Needs a Mesothelioma
Registry to Protect Its Veterans

Jonathan Sharp
for the Franklin Free Press

Long after ending their military service and hanging up their uniforms, veterans in Franklin County, Alabama, and across the nation are fighting an
invisible enemy called mesothelioma. It’s a rare and aggressive cancer caused by exposure to asbestos. For many, this exposure occurred dec-
ades ago during their military service, when asbestos was everywhere around them, from naval ships and aircraft hangars to barracks, insulation,
and vehicle parts.

Even though science has long confirmed the deadly link between asbestos and mesothelioma, the U.S. still lacks a national registry to identify
and track at-risk veterans. Such a system could help the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) proactively detect potentially affected veterans and
provide timely, life-prolonging care to those who served their country.

Each year, 3,000 new mesothelioma cases are identified in the U.S., and veterans make up nearly 30% of them, a striking figure that highlights
how deeply asbestos was embedded in military life. For decades, the armed forces relied on asbestos as a “miracle material” for its durability and
fire resistance. These qualities, along with its cheap manufacturing process, made it ideal for infrastructure and equipment construction.

But when asbestos particles are are inhaled or ingested, they lodge in the linings of the lungs, heart, and stomach, causing chronic inflammation
and scarring. Over time, even 20 to 50 years after the exposure, this mineral starts altering the cellular structures, which leads to malignant tu-
mors and mesothelioma. Due to the long latency of this disease, veterans who served way back in the 1960s to 1980s are only now being dia-
gnosed.

After the 1980s asbestos ban, hundreds of military bases began cleanup programs. Still, for Alabama veterans who served at facilities such as
Maxwell-Gunter Air Force Base or Fort McClellan, with clear asbestos exposure history, the damage was already done.

Between 1999 and 2017, Alabama reported over 3,800 asbestos-related deaths, with more than 600 directly tied to mesothelioma, according to
CDC data. Even in the small community of Franklin County, the estimated number of asbestos-related deaths was 38.

If these numbers seem small, that's mostly because they only represent the reported and confirmed cases. They could be significantly higher if
only the healthcare providers could have a registry to link the veterans’ condition to their asbestos exposure from the start.

Unfortunately, without knowing about the patient] service history, pathologists often fall into the trap of misdiagnosis. That is mainly because the
initial symptoms of mesothelioma, such as shortness of breath, chest pains, coughing, or digestive problems, are mistaken for far more common
illnesses such as pneumonia, bronchitis, lung cancer, or acid reflux.

Studies have shown that mesothelioma cases are misdiagnosed in up to 80% of cases at the first stage and 70% at the second stage of the dis-
ease. Even in the third and fourth stages of the iliness, misdiagnosis rates
are highly concerning as well, at 35.4% and 12.8% respectively. This situ- |
ation leads to delayed diagnosis and treatment, drastically shortening the
veterans’ life expectancy.

For veterans in small communities like Franklin County, this challenge is
even greater. Rural hospitals often lack specialists experienced in dia-
gnosing mesothelioma, forcing patients to travel long distances for proper
care. Tragically, for many, the diagnosis is coming too late to explore all
the possible treatment options.

A national mesothelioma registry could change this tragic and unfair
cycle. By integrating the VA medical records with the Department of De-
fense’s (DoD) service history information, such a registry would allow doc-
tors to identify veterans with potential asbestos exposure in the early
stages of the disease. This would provide veterans with faster diagnoses,
specialized treatment, and ultimately, longer lives among their loved ones.

Beyond a more effective identification system, the registry would provide

RN E=Enee, Friday: 8:30-12:00
researchers and policymakers with vital data to better understand the ex-

tent of this health crisis. It would help federal institutions run compensation I\/Iedlcare, Medlcald’ Vlva’ BCBS’ Humana’
and support programs, ensuring that the veterans and their families re- and United Healthcare insurances accepted_

ceive the benefits and recognition they deserve.
Creating a mesothelioma registry is a moral obligation, not just a bureau-

' John Almirol, M.D.

Internal Medicine

“Over 22 Years Caring
for Franklin County.”
Mon-Thur: 8:30-5:00

cratic initiative. It's a promise that the government won’t abandon the very SpeC|a||Z|n9 In preVentlng, dlagnosmg
people who protected our lives and democracy. With simple cooperation and treating a Wlde Variety Of diseases
among federal organizations, they can finally close the gap between sac- . .

rifice and support, ensuring that veterans in Franklin County and across and health issues affectlng adults.
the nation receive the medical care, justice, and recognition for their suf-

fering. Accepting new patients

256.331.1900

About the Author:

Jonathan Sharp is the CFO of the Environmental Litigation Group P.C., a
law firm in Birmingham, Alabama, that provides legal services to victims
exposed to toxic chemicals.
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The Sleep Clinic at Russellville Hospital provides

complete sleep health management including sleep studies,

diagnosis and treatment of sleep disorders.

Our sleep experts are here to help you take control
of your sleep health. Most insurance companies do not
require a referral to meet with one of our board
certified sleep physicians.
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Our experience and knowledgeab physmlans prowde expert
advice for a multitude of sleep-related disorders, including:
Insomnia, sleep apnea, restless leg syndrome, snoring, exces-
sive daytime sleepiness, hypertension, periodic limb movement
syndrome (PLMS), sleepwalking and pediatric sleep problems.

Russellville Gity Gouncil approves
mayor's reappointment of Miller,
Hargett and Mansell

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

At the first meeting of the new City of Russellville administra-
tion, the agenda consisted primarily of procedural matters that
must be done once the new mayor and council take office.

At the November 3rd meeting, Mayor David Grissom re-
appointed Danny McDowell as City Attorney for the upcoming
four year term at a monthly compensation of $2,000.

Grissom also reappointed Cliff Wright as Russellville Municipal
Court Judge and Eddie Beason as Municipal Prosecutor, both at
a monthly compensation of $1,400.

Belinda Miller was reappointed as City Clerk/Treasurer, Joe
Mansell as Russellville Fire Department Chief and Chris Hargett
as Russellville Police Department Chief.

All of Grissom’s appointments were approved by the city coun-
cil.

District Three City Councilman Gary Cummings was elected as
Mayor Pro-Tempore, to stand in whenever Grissom is absent.

In other agenda items, the council:

—extended the job application deadline for Patrol Officer in the
Russellville Police Department until November 17, 2025.
—approved holding council meetings the first and third Monday
of each month, except those dates that fall on recognized holi-
days, when the meeting will be held the following Tuesday. Work
sessions will begin at 6 p.m., and meeting will follow.
—approved the lowest responsible bid from Rogers Group, Inc.,
for Hot Plant Mix to be sold and delivered to the Russellville
Street Department.

—approved a claim by Russellville resident Jonathan Wilson for
$2,285.55 for damages to his vehicle incurred on Adams/Semi-
nole Street when Wilson met another vehicle and was forced to
pull to one side of the road to let it pass. His claim alleged the
edge of the roadway was breaking away and incurred tire and
rim damage as a result.

The next regular meeting of the Russellville City Council will be
Monday, November 17th, with work session at 6 p.m., and meet-
ing to follow.

appliance at NO cost to you?

FREE pICKUP
APPLIANCE

Do you need to get
rid of an old, inoperable

Just call 256-668-3445, or

256-436-9818. We will pick up
your old appliances free anywhere
in Franklin County!

www.russellvillehospital.com
15225 Hwy 43, Russellville, AL (256) 332-1611
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Bowen named 2025 Factory Sales Representative of the Year hy
manufactured housing professional association

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Spruce Pine husband and father Cody Bowen generally succeeds in whatever venture he un-
dertakes.

A standout athlete at Russellville High School in the early 2000s, Bowen has also seen suc-
cess as a singer/songwriter and has a songwriting contract with CDX Nashville.

Bowen’s latest accolade comes in his professional career with TRU Homes of Alabama, where
he joined the company, a subsidiary of Clayton Homes, as a materials manager in 2022.

The following year, Bowen joined the TRU Homes sales force. Bowen now services retail ac-
counts throughout the Southeast for TRU Homes, with a sales territory of Arkansas, Florida,
Mississippi, Missouri and portions of Georgia and Tennessee.

And he was recently named the 2025 Factory Sales Representative of the Year by the Arkan-
sas Manufactured Housing Association at its Annual Meeting and Convention held October 22-
23rd in Hot Springs.

Bowen was the lone individual to receive the award, which recognizes outstanding contrib-
utions to the association and to the manufactured housing industry as a whole.

Clayton Homes of Savannah, Tenn., also received the association’s 2025 Manufacturer of the
Year award.

A native of Spruce Pine, Bowen is the son of Johnny Bowen and Jadonna Bowen. He and his
wife Joshlyn have four children—Triston, Bailey, Jaiden and Alivia.

Bowen said the award meant so much because it's decided by the very customers he serv-
ices.

“'m beyond honored to receive this award. This one is perhaps more special because it's
voted on by my retail customers. So in my role there is no greater feeling than having those
people that you service think that highly of you, “ Bowen said. - :

Bowen said his work ethic and constant desire to improve how he serves his customers is Courtesy photo
something he learned as a youth working for his father Johnny’s lawn care business.

“There are several things that | learned in my younger years working for my dad’s business that have translated into what | do now, treating
people right, attention to details and the small things, a drive to be better each day,” Bowen said.

“But | have several things that make my role easier as well and allow me to focus on my retail partners. | work for an amazing company with re-
sources that are second to none. I'm blessed to have the best General Manager and mentor in the business that anyone could ask for in John Mit-
chell. My sales team at TRU Alabama are the absolute best around, so having all of those things makes it much easier to keep things rolling in the
right direction,” Bowen added.

The Arkansas Manufactured Housing Association, established in 1967, has as its goal the protection and promotion of the state’s manufactured
home industry through legislative representation, industry and consumer education, public relations and communication efforts.

Theft trial for former Frog Pond Fire Chief continued again

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The case against a man accused of embezzling more than $16,000 from the Frog Pond Volunteer Fire Department has again been rescheduled
for a third time at the defendant’s request.

Jamie Russell Bingham, 37, was indicted by a Franklin County Grand Jury in April 2024 on one felony charge of Theft of Property 1st Degree.
Bingham was charged after an investigation by the Franklin County Sheriff’'s Office that allegedly showed Bingham, from 2022-2023, had mis-
appropriated approximately $16,000 of the volunteer fire department’s funds.

Sheriff’s investigator Clint Holcombe was contacted by officers with the Frog Pond VFD in January 2024 concerned about Bingham misusing
funds while he served as Frog Pond VFD Fire Chief.

“He is accused of misappropriating funds belonging to the fire department by using them for personal expenses unrelated to his duties as fire
chief,” Holcombe said.

“We found some discrepancies in their records and bookkeeping that support the allegations. The fire department had a treasurer but Bingham
was accessing the funds without going through any channels,” Holcombe added.

One FPVFD member told the FFP the department continues to face financial difficulty in paying its bills almost two years after the Sheriff’s Office
began its investigation.

If convicted, Bingham faces a sentence of 2-20 years, a fine and an order of restitution.

As with all defendants charged with a crime, Bingham is presumed innocent until or unless proven guilty in a court of law.

Bingham is represented by Florence attorney Tim Case.
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Phil Camphell’s foothall
campaign ended hy No. 2
Piedmont in first round

Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

The Phil Campbell High School varsity foot-
ball team’s 2025 season came to a close on
Thursday night after the Bobcats were beat-
en on the road by No. 2 Piedmont 59-19.

The game was the last in a campaign that
saw Phil Campbell reach a final 6-5 record,
the program’s first winning season since
2022; score a record-setting 76 points in sin-
gle game in a region win over Hanceville;
and score a record 387 total points, the most
any PCHS team has scored in one season.

In the game against Piedmont, the Bobcats
fell behind early to the undefeated Bulldogs
and trailed 59-6 at the halftime break.

Phil Campbell’s lone first half score came
early in the game on a short touchdown pass
from junior quarterback Hayston Scott to
receiver Austin Elliott. The score followed a
long kickoff return that gave the Bobcats’
offense possession at the Piedmont two
yard line to start the drive. The touchdown
made it 8-6, Piedmont, at the time.

The next two touchdowns for PCHS were
scored in the third quarter.

Early in the second half, Scott completed
another short touchdown pass to Elliott, this
time from eight yards out, to cut Piedmont’s
lead to 59-13 after the extra point. The final
touchdown of the game was scored with

1:40 left in the third when Scott hit senior

See, ‘BOBCATS,’ Page 14
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Red Bay crushes Sand Rock for first
postseason win since 2020

Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

Red Bay’s five-year wait for a home playoff game at Fred Bostick Jr. Stadium ended on
Thursday night, as did the wait for a postseason victory. In the opening round of the AHSAA
Class 2A football playoffs, the Tigers routed the visiting Sand Rock Wildcats 53-14 to improve
to 9-2 on the season and advance to the second round for the first time since 2020.

“This means a lot,” said Red Bay head coach Tyler Jeffreys, who has orchestrated the pro-
gram’s total turnaround in his first season. “I don’t think there’s been (a playoff game) here in
five years, and we just preached to the kids, ‘don’t worry about the score, just play as hard
as you can’—and we did that. That, to me, means everything.”

Red Bay got off to a fast start in the game.

After the Tiger defense forced a Sand Rock three-and-out, the Red Bay offense needed just
one play from scrimmage to get on the scoreboard. For those who have kept up with RBHS
all season, it will come as no surprise that it was the senior running back Jaxon Vinson who
opened the scoring on a 52-yard run to make it 7-0 with 9:41 left in the first quarter.

Red Bay’s next offensive possession did not go as well as the first, however.

Senior quarterback Jeremiah Thorne threw an interception to give Sand Rock the ball right
back after the RBHS defense was able to get a turnover on downs. The visitors took advan-
tage of the turnover and the good field position that came along with it, driving 46 yards to tie
the game up on a 20-yard pass from quarterback Alec Ashley to receiver Alex Stone.

Apart from the interception, a mistake the RBHS head coach took the blame for—“That was
my fault. It was a bad call by me,” Jeffreys said—and a few penalties, the Tigers played most-
ly mistake-free football.

See, ‘RED BAY,’ Page 13

‘Gutsy Golden Tigers earn comeback 29-28
overtime playoff win vs. No. 10 Boaz

Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

Down 14-0 to No. 10 Boaz (8-3) with just over nine minutes left in the third quarter of a win-
or-go-home first round playoff game, things were looking pretty bleak at Golden Tiger
Stadium for the Russellville High School varsity football team (7-4) on Friday, November 7.

An extremely lackluster first half by the RHS offense—featuring three punts and two
turnovers on downs—was only slightly offset by a tremendous display by the Golden Tiger
defense which allowed just seven points and forced two punts and a turnover (an interception
by freshman Drake Ergle) in the first half.

To compound things, coming out of the halftime break down a score, the Russellville
offense, once it got the ball back after a Boaz three-and-out, had a disastrous beginning to
its third quarter.

Sophomore quarterback Whit Goodwin was strip sacked and the fumble recovery was
returned by Boaz down to the RHS five-yard line. From there the Pirates were able to easily
march it in to take a 14-0 lead with 9:07 to go in the third.

“It's not a secret to our kids: We did not play well offensively for two and a half quarters,”
Russellville head coach Dustin Goodwin told the Franklin Free Press. “Even when we did do
something well or got a drive going, we’d make a mistake and put ourselves in long-yardage
situations which are hard to overcome in games like this.

“We went in at halftime and | told them that there was going to be a storm. There’s always
going to be storms in games like this, but you just have to take a step back, take a deep
breath and keep on fighting,” he added.

See, ‘OVERTIME,’ Page 12
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Down two scores and with their backs against the wall, Russellville’s defense still continued to battle to get the football back to its offense.

On Boaz’s next possession after the touchdown, the Golden Tiger defense forced the Pirates to punt, and an unnecessary roughness penalty
gave RHS great field position at the Boaz 40-yard line.

The Golden Tigers took advantage of the short field and a couple plays later were finally able to score on a 36-yard passing touchdown from
Goodwin to senior receiver Connor Devaney to make it 14-7 with 10 seconds left in the third quarter.

Russellville was back in the fold.

But another Russellville mistake two possessions later—a thrown interception—had the Golden Tigers teetering again on the verge of falling
two scores behind with under six minutes to play.

After the interception, Boaz took possession on the RHS 15-yard line and was in prime position to put the ball back in the endzone.

Right on cue, though, the RHS defense came to the rescue again, pushing the Pirates back, getting a sack, and forcing the visitors into a
40-yard field goal attempt which was missed wide left.

It was yet another break for the Golden Tigers, but unlike the others they’d had in the game, Russellville was able to take advantage of this
one.

Starting at their own 20-yard line, the Golden Tigers drove the ball down the field and—after a long run by junior running back Tarus Davis
set it up—Goodwin ran the ball in from a yard out to make it 14-13, Boaz.

The extra point would have tied the game up at 14 all, but David Tomas’ second missed extra point of the season would, of course, come at
the most dramatic time possible. The PAT was doinked off the goal post and that left RHS down 14-13 with 4:58 to play.

The missed extra point was an example of a moment when the Golden Tigers could’ve folded and ceded the game to the Pirates. But
Goodwin said his team wasn’t going down without a fight.

“'m not saying there was never anybody that had a doubt or that there wasn’t any frustration, but when the rubber meets the road and it's
time to act, | thought our kids continued to fight,” he said. “That’s never a question with these guys.

“We have that ‘never panic’ mentality, and | saw a lot of that on our sideline tonight,” he added.

“If there’s time on the clock, there’s time to get the job done.”

In the remaining five minutes of regulation, A LOT transpired.

Boaz had not one but two opportunities to ice the game, and similarly the Golden Tigers had two chances to take (and hold) the lead. Neither
happened.

On Boaz’s next possession, sophomore linebacker Braxton Duncan picked off Boaz’s quarterback. Unfortunately for RHS, the Golden Tigers
were pushed back because of a chop block penalty—a penalty that Goodwin didn’t agree with—which chalked off a go-ahead touchdown.
The Golden Tigers were ultimately forced to punt on that drive.

Still down by a point, the Russellville defense got yet another stop after Boaz regained possession.

With less than two minutes to play now, Russellville took over on the Boaz 43-yard line and, after a 34-yard pass from Goodwin to senior
Bryson Cooper, Goodwin was able to scramble into the endzone from four yards out to give Russellville its first lead of the game with 1:05 re-
maining.

RHS went for two and converted on a pass from Goodwin to senior Ben Pounders to make it 21-14.

Still, it's wasn’t over.

For the first time since Boaz’s opening drive of the game, the Golden Tiger defense, with less than a minute to play, allowed the Pirates to
drive down the field and score.

As time expired, Boaz connected on a 21-yard touchdown pass and then made the ensuing extra point to tie the game up 21-21.

“It was a wild night. These games are crazy. That's why you never quit, why you never let your guard down,” Goodwin said. “As we saw
tonight and in games across the state the last two days, these games are never over.”

After the Pirates tied the game up to send the contest to overtime, Goodwin gathered his entire team up in a huddle on the sideline to give
one simple message:

“We’ve found a way to get to this point,” he said. “Yeah, we gave up the game-tying touchdown to send us to overtime, but we were behind
and we’ve found a way to get to this point.

“I just told them to continue to fight. We deserved to win this game and told them to just do the job that they were called to do—and they an-
swered that call,” he added.

Russellville deferred on the overtime coin toss and went on defense to start the overtime period.

It didn’t take long for Boaz to reach the endzone and give the Pirates a 28-21 lead after the extra point.

But then it was Russellville’s turn. And the Golden Tigers didn’t wait around to score either with Goodwin rushing in on first down to make it
28-27.

Initially, Russellville was content to send the PAT team out there to tie things up. But Boaz, remembering the earlier missed extra point,
decided to call its timeout in the hopes of “freezing” the kicker. That decision, it turns out, didn’t pan out well for the Pirates.

The timeout break, Goodwin said, allowed him to gather up his small group of senior players. With the season on the line, Goodwin (who
hasn’t had the best experience with overtime games in his time at Russellville) gave the decision over to his upperclassmen—their high school
careers on the line—and they delivered their verdict.

“We were gonna kick the extra point, but when (Boaz) called timeout it allowed us to get our seniors together. Our seniors decided they
wanted to go for two, so that’s exactly what we did,” Goodwin said.

Fittingly enough, though it was a sophomore quarterback that took the snap, it was a senior receiver that caught the game-winning two-point
pass. Rolling out to his right, Goodwin found Devaney wide open in the back corner of the endzone for a simple pitch-and-catch to win the
game, 29-28, and send the Golden Tigers to the second round of the Class 5A playoffs.

“These guys always believe they can win, which | think is a great characteristic to have,” said Goodwin, who earned his 50th career win as a
head coach. “Even in the bad moments, we get just a little bit of momentum and take it one play at a time.

“Things never got out of control because | think deep down they know that they’ve worked hard to be where they’re at and to get the job done
and that there’s always a chance,” he added. “We preached to our guys to keep fighting and they did, and ultimately we were able to be vic-
torious because of it.

The win sends the Golden Tigers to the second round of the playoffs for the fifth time in six years. Russellville will travel to Briarwood Christian,
a program Russellville has plenty of history with, for the round two game.

“It's been really fun to see the smiling faces in the field house tonight and for these guys to know that their hard work has paid off. They de-
served this win tonight, but | know they won'’t take it for granted. They’ll be excited and ready to get back to work on Monday,” Goodwin said.
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Red Bay did not allow the game-tying touchdown to phase them. On the Tigers’ very next possession, Vinson scored his second rushing
touchdown of the night on a 45-yard scamper to make it 14-7.

And once the Tigers retook the lead, they never looked back.

Thorne, after throwing a pick earlier, made up for it with an interception of his own on defense. In addition to the turnover, Red Bay forced
three Sand Rock punts during the game and three turnovers on downs.

“Our defense stepped up and played really well tonight—and they’re going to have to continue to do that,” Jeffreys told the Franklin Free
Press.

Thorne’s defensive takeaway eventually led to a third rushing score for Vinson after the senior powered it over the line from a yard out,
giving RBHS a 21-7 advantage with 3:30 left in the half.

The Red Bay defense came up big again on Sand Rock’s next possession, forcing a punt with 40 seconds left before halftime.

The Tigers only needed about 20 of those seconds, though.

A couple plays after the punt Thorne threw his 10th passing touchdown of the year, hitting sophomore receiver Davien Colburn down the
sideline for the 54-yard score to make it 28-7.

Explosive plays were massive for the Red Bay offense in the game. As has been the case all season, it was Vinson and Colburn who con-
tinually made them throughout the night.

“I think (the explosive plays) are huge for us. And I’'m really proud of our offensive line for protecting and blocking for Jaxon and (Colburn),”
Jeffreys said. “Those two guys are really good players. You know, (Colburn) is just a sophomore, and he’s still got a little learning to do, but
he has come out of his shell and played really, really hard. Jaxon is the same way.

“Having those guys makes it a lot easier to call plays,” he added.

After the halftime intermission, Red Bay received the kickoff to start the third quarter. A couple plays later, Colburn got his second touchdown
reception of the night on a 52-yard pass from Thorne to make it 36-7 after the two-point conversion.

A 31-yard field goal by Thorne put the Tigers up 39-14 with 2:02 remaining in the third, and then a 10-yard run by sophomore running back
Joshua Thorne (set up by another long reception by Colburn) gave RBHS a 46-14 advantage early in the fourth quarter.

Red Bay’s final touchdown of the night came on a 31-yard rush by freshman running back Andre Brownlee with 7:04 left.

The blowout win and his team’s effort—in all phases of the game—Ileft Jeffreys with a smile at the end of the contest.

“I thought we played really hard and | think we played really well,” he said. “We made some mistakes...but our kids played really hard and
I’m super proud of them.

“I'm really excited for this bunch,” Jeffreys added.

The result in the team’s first home playoff game in five years sets the Tigers up to host again in the second round of the playoffs next Friday.
It will be the first time RBHS has hosted back-to-back playoffs games since 2019.

On November 14 the Tigers will welcome the Southeastern Mustangs to Fred Bostick Jr. Stadium. Southeastern eliminated Red Bay from
the playoffs last season, beating RBHS 47-0. Red Bay, 7-0 at home this campaign, will look to avoid that same fate this time around.

Jeffreys said he’s looking forward to another home game as his team tries to keep the season going for as long as they can.

“I think (the atmosphere) was great tonight, and | think it will be even bigger next week with it being a Friday night,” Jeffreys said.

“I think we have to take how hard we played in this game into next week. The mistakes that we did make tonight, we've got to limit those
and keep working to get better. Each week is going to get harder and harder and each team we play is going to get better and better, and we
have to get better along with them,” he added.

‘I don’t want to get complacent. | want us to keep going because I’'m not ready for this season to end.”

Four Russelivilie volleyhall standouts earn AHSUCA All-State nods

Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

Four Russellville High School varsity volleyball players were named to the Alabama High School Volleyball Coaches Association
(AHSVCA) Class 5A All-State team, the organization announced on Monday, November 3.

Sophomores Bri McCulloch and Blevyn Sappington and seniors Laila Hill and Fatima Ramirez were the four Lady Golden Tigers to re-
ceive recognition from the state’s coaches. McCulloch, the team’s libero, was tapped for the All-State Second Team, while Hill, Ramirez,
and Sappington were named Honorable Mentions.

“Having four athletes recognized at the state level is a tremendous accomplishment,” Russellville head coach Madison Lamon told the
Franklin Free Press. “These girls have worked tirelessly all season and have been outstanding leaders for our program. | couldn't be
prouder of what they've achieved so far and can't wait to continue to watch them grow on the court, on the field and in life, as well.”

McCulloch, who finished her 2025 season with the program record for career and single-season digs, led the entire state of Alabama in
that category, according to MaxPreps.com. The sophomore finished the year with 894 digs which, as of writing, was the fourth best tally in
the entire nation, according to MaxPreps.

The senior outside hitter Hill led the RHS attack this campaign with a team-high 450 Kkills, good for an average of 3.2 kills per set. She
also set a new program record for kills in a season.

Sappington was right behind Hill in Kills, finishing second on the team with 366 for the year. The sophomore outside hitter also recorded a
team-best 80 aces and was second on the team in digs behind McCulloch.

Ramirez was pivotal in aiding both players in their attacks, finishing her senior campaign with 576 assists, also a new program single-
season record. The setter didn’t just set up attacks, though; she contributed to the team all over with 108 kills, 61 aces, and 337 digs.

All four All-State Lady Golden Tiger players were crucial to the team’s overall success in 2025, helping lead RHS to many triumphs in-
cluding a 41-win season, a first-ever area tournament title, and the longest playoff run for the team in decades.

According to available records online, Hill, McCulloch, Ramirez, and Sappington are the first four All-State players for Russellville since
Janet West in 1979.
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receiver Hagen Raper for a 20-yard score.

Scott, who is fifth in the state in all classifications in total yards,
finished the night with seven completions for 56 yards, three
touchdowns, and an interception. Elliott, who caught five of Scott’s
passes, ended the game with 33 yards receiving and two touch-

downs.

The quarterback also led his team in the ground attack with six
carries for 86 yards. Braxton Downey added five carries for 12
yards for the Bobcats.

The morning after Phil Campbell’s final game of 2025, Bobcats’
head coach Jacob Hamilton reflected on the season—his third in

Urgent Care
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this year and everyone below them are mine,” he added. “| told and teSt for COVI D—1 9

them last night that they’ve made their mark on this program, and

they’'ve set the standard for years to come. Mon.-Fri. 8-6. Sat. 8-3. Sun. 1-5
“(This season) and what we’ve done is a big credit to our players ’ ’

and our coaches,” Hamilton said, listing off his team’s accomplish- 13150 Hwy. 43, Suite 1 0, SUEEWLE
ments.

“Now (the players) know what to expect—what the expectations 2 56-331 -2092 n

are—and know what they can do, and we can build on that and

be even better next year.” Serving your family for more than 30 years.
Family Practice, Pediatrics, Newborn Care.
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Pilgrim’s Is Hiring !

Be Part of Feeding America'

Production wages from $17.50/hr up to $20.25/hr, with

incentive. (Additional $2/hr for Third Shift Differential)

Apply in person at our 2045 Hwy 44, Russellville,
or Apply online at pilgrimsusa.com!
Benefits include: Medical, Dental & Vision Insurance,
Advancement opportunities, 401K Retirement,
,1”' Paid Holidaysand Vacations.
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Welcomes
Dr. Amy Traylor to Our Team!

y Family Medicine
& Comprehensive
Health

Mond
Tu(:;;d?l))// 15225 Hwy 43

/7 /‘ ; ,’ fw’// ( B BIL 115N - TN Y Ea \L.e\ .
” ANy ) @ .~ Rl AR \
Phil Campbell senior Leela Baker scored her 1,000th Ml -
’ Thursday Suite B-1

career point in the Lady Bobcats’ season opener
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NWSCC Adult Education announces
RX Ready Scholarship opportunity

Submitted

The Northwest Shoals Community College (NWSCC) Adult Edu-
cation program, in partnership with the Women's Foundation of
Alabama, is offering a new RX Ready scholarship for individuals
interested in pursuing a career as a Pharmacy Technician.

This scholarship opportunity is open to students within the
NWSCC five county (Colbert, Franklin, Lauderdale, Lawrence
and Winston) service area who are ready to begin a career in the
healthcare field.

According to Crissy Broadway, NWSCC Manager Adult Educa-
tion Workforce Initiatives, individuals can enroll in Pharmacy
Technician training without the scholarship. “We encourage ev-
eryone interested in becoming a pharmacy technician to attend
one of our interest meetings on November 18th.”

Interest meetings will be held on Tuesday, November 18, 2025, at
9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on the Shoals Campus in Building 103,
George Wallace Blvd., Muscle Shoals, AL 35661.

Attendees will learn about program requirements, scholarship eli-
gibility, and next steps for enrollment.

To register for the interest meeting, visit https://alabama.getcon-
nectable.com/northwest-shoals-adult-education/start . For more
information, contact 256-331-8035.
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GENERAL NOTICE ANNOUNCEMENT
CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE

PATROL OFFICER - POLICE DEPARTMENT

DEFINITION OF JOB: Patrols a designated sector of the city
of Russellville and responds to complaints. Serves warrants
and subpoenas and testifies in court. Provides traffic control
assistance. Performs dispatching duties. Performs other po-

lice related duties as required.

REQUIRED KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ABILITIES:
Knowledge of: the city buildings and street system of Rus-
sellville; city, state and federal laws; court procedures; de-
partment rules, regulations and procedures; maintenance
and use of weapons; radio codes, surveillance equipment

and legal procedures involved with illegal drug cases.
Ability to: operate a motor vehicle; read; safely fire a
weapon; communicate on telephone and radio; generate
written documents such as reports and tickets; bend, crouch;
stretch; stretch; walk; run; respond to emergency situations
on short notice; and do the essential functions of the job as
directed in this description.
Willingness to: work overtime, irregular hours, weekends
and holidays; travel and attend seminars and workshops.

QUALIFICATIONS and SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS:
Possession of a high school diploma or GED
Minimum of 21 years of age
Must meet or exceed the minimum requirements established
by the State of Alabama Peace Officers Standards and Train-
ing Commission
Possession of a valid Alabama Drivers License
Possess the ability to obtain an Alabama Police

Academy diploma or its equivalent

THE CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
EMPLOYER. ALL QUALIFIED APPLICANTS WILL RECEIVE
CONSIDERATION WITHOUT REGARD TO RACE, RELIGION,
COLOR, SEX, NATIONAL ORIGIN, POLITICAL AFFILIATION,
DISABILITY, OR ANY OTHER NON-MERIT FACTOR. THE CITY,
OF RUSSELLVILLE ENCOURAGES APPLICATIONS FOR PO-
SITIONS IN ALL PROTECTIVE SERVICE DEPARTMENTS
FROM WOMEN IN AN ATTEMPT TO INCREASE THEIR REP-
RESENTATION IS PROTECTIVE SERVICE DEPARTMENTS.

Pay Range is from $46,278.96 — 71,384.18.

Applications and copies of the Job Descriptions may be ob-
tained at the Russellville City Hall, Office of the Mayor, 304
North Jackson Avenue. Applications submitted to the Rus-
sellville Civil Service Board less than one year ago remain ac-
tive. Those individuals do not need to reapply in order to
receive consideration for this appointment. They need to call
the city hall and ask to pull their application. Applications
must be returned no later than November 17, 2025, by U.S.
Mail to:

The Russellville Civil Service Board
P. O. Box 308
Russellville, AL 35653

The appointees will be required to successfully complete a
physical examination including drug and alcohol screening
prior to employment.




