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Russellville City Schools jumps into ‘A’
grade range on latest state report card

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Fueled by near perfect scores in
academic growth, graduation rate
and college and career readiness,
Russellville City Schools received an
overall ‘A’ grade of 93 for the 2024-
2025 school year on the Alabama
Department of Education’s State
Report Card released November
13th.

The annual report card, done for
each Alabama public school system
and individual school, determines
scores in six categories: academic
achievement, academic growth,
graduation rate, progress in English
Language Proficiency, chronic

absenteeism and college/career
readiness.

West Elementary School and
Russellville Elementary School
received ‘A’ scores of 93. Russellvile
Middle School earned a ‘B’ 86 and
Russellville High School’s grade was
an 82, also within the ‘B’ range.

Significant to those grades was the
fact that three of the system’s four
schools improved their overall
scores from 2023-2024’s report card,
and one remained the same from
last year.

“These scores are a testament to
the hard work that our teachers, fac-
ulty and students have put in,” said
RCS Superintendent of Education
Dr. Tim Guinn. “Any time you have

See ‘RCS,’ Page 4

Five of eight Franklin County Schools
receive ‘A’ grades on 2024-25
State Report Card

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Report card day can either bring a
smile to the face of a student or a
sense of dread waiting to see mom
and dad’s response to a bad report.

For Franklin County Schools
Superintendent of Education Greg
Hamilton, today was a happy day
when the 2024-2025  State
Department of Education’s State
Report Card was reported.

Franklin County Schools received
an overall score of 88, a B grade, the
same number the system received
on the 2023-24 state report card.

But the really good news came
when five of the system’s nine
schools received scores of 90 or

above, an A under state criteria.

Red Bay High School and Vina High
Schools received scores of 91. East
Franklin Junior High School, Red
Bay Elementary School and Phil
Campbell Elementary School earned
scores of 90.

Three county schools received B
scores; 87 for Phil Campbell High
School, 86 for  Tharptown
Elementary School and 85 for
Belgreen High School.

Tharptown High School received
the system’s lowest score, a C grade
of 78.

Six schools (East Franklin, Phil
Campbell High, Phil Campbell
Elementary, Red Bay High,
Tharptown Elementary and Vina)
improved their grade from 2023-24.

See ‘REPORT CARD,’ Page 4
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Back to the Bible
by Larsen Plyler:
Matthew 9:9-13

Jesus called a tax collector named Matthew (the author of thig
account!) to follow Him. Tax collectors were despised by the Jews
because they gathered taxes for the Roman occupiers. Some of them
were corrupt and used their position for crooked practices to get rich.

But, even more tax collectors and people described as “sinners”
came to Jesus.

The Pharisees could not believe that Jesus would eat with people
like this. They were shaming these disciples for accepting Him as
their teacher.

But, Jesus responded that sick people are the ones who need a
doctor, not healthy ones. Jesus is not saying that the Pharisees are
righteous (see 5:20). But, if they’re as well as they think they are, He
won’t be of any use to them. But, if these others are as sick as they
think, then that’s right where Jesus needs to be.

Jesus quotes from Hosea 6:6, which says that God wants mercy
and not sacrifice. God wanted people who showed compassion, not
just go through religious motions. This is a phrase that shows empha-
sis. He commanded sacrifices, but wanted something deeper— peo-
ple’s hearts. They needed to learn that passage. They thought they
were religious experts, but they didn’t know the fundamentals of what
God desired.

Jesus said He came to call sinners, not the righteous. That is, He
wanted people who saw their need, not people who thought they
were just fine as they were.

Lessons to Learn:

Jesus is the Great Physician. He welcomes the sickest. Sinners can
come to Him. That’s good news, because that is what we all are. We
must be careful not to think of ourselves as righteous and miss the
gift of forgiveness. God shows His love to us in giving Jesus for us
even though we were sinners and His enemies (Rom. 5:6-11).

Remember that doctor’s jobs are to heal. His time with sinners was-
n’t to condone their lifestyle, but to call them to repentance (Lk. 5:32).
All are welcome just as they are, but Jesus will not have us stay that
way. After listing sins that the Corinthians had been involved in, Paul
says, “such were some of you, but you are washed, sanctified, and
justified.” That's who they were, but not who they were anymore nor|
who they needed to be.

Consider this with regard to sharing the gospel. Sometimes we
reach out to the people who we think are basically on the same page.
But, it is probably those who are “off the rails” who will see their need.
We don’t need to discriminate who gets the gospel based on who we
already get along with.

Tune in to 100.7 WGOL Sunday at 8:30am for our Back to the Bible
Radio Program.

Reach out with your questions, comments, or requests for personal
Bible study at backtothebiblepodcast.com or at info@backtothebible-
podcast.com.

A SUNDAY 8:30 AM

baocktothehbiblepodcost.com
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consistent success across the system, in all schools, it really shows the
impact our teachers are making. | am very proud of our students’ suc-
cess. This overall ‘A’ is a reflection of what our system truly is.”

West Elementary saw its overall grade jump six points, 87 to 93, from
last year.

Elementary and middle schools are evaluated on academic achieve-
ment, academic growth, progress in English Language proficiency and
chronic absenteeism, which measures the number of students who miss
at least 18 days in a school year.

West’'s academic growth score was a perfect 100. The school also had
a chronic absenteeism rate well below the state average. Those two fac-
tors helped propel the school into the ‘A’ grade level.

Russellville Elementary grade of 93 was a seven-point improvement
from last year’s 86.

Again, a perfect academic growth score, outstanding progress in English
Language proficiency and an extremely low chronic absenteeism rate
were significant in that improvement.

Russellville Middle School maintained its ‘B’ grade of 86 with a 100 on
academic growth and improvement on its academic achievement score.

RMS saw its scores in English Language proficiency and chronic ab-
senteeism fall from 2023-24, which kept the overall grade from increasing
from 86.

Russellville High School’s score of 82 was the lowest among the sys-
tem’s four schools, but was a five-point improvement from 23-24.

Strong scores in graduation rate and college/career readiness ac-
counted for the improvement, while failing scores in academic achieve-
ment and English Language proficiency kept RMS from an even higher
grade.

For more information on state reports for all Alabama public schools,
visit https://statereportcard.alsde.edu.
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Two (Red Bay Elementary and Belgreen) schools’ scores were the
same as the previous year and Tharptown High was the lone grade to
drop from 2023-24.

“These scores represent tremendous successes in our schools,” Ham-
ilton said. “We are a woefully underfunded school system, so to achieve
such a high level of success and seeing continued improvement within
our schools is absolutely amazing.

“l encourage our board members to reach out to their schools and thank
the administrators, teachers, staff and students for a job well done,” he
added.

The State Report Card grades every public school system and individual
school on six accountability indicators: Academic achievement, academic
growth, graduate rate, college and career readiness, chronic absen-
teeism and progress in English Language proficiency.

Bart Moss, Phil Campbell High School Principal, saw his school’s score
improve for the second straight year, going from a 77 in 22-23 to an 85
in 23-24 to this year’s 87. Moss sees the steady improvement as a
healthy sign for PCHS but realizes the job is not yet complete.

“I am very proud of our school and of our county. We have a great team
of administrators and that’s evident in the scores our county received,”
Moss said. “Mr. Hamilton does a great job in putting the tools in our hands
to succeed and giving us the freedom to innovate and motivate our stu-
dents and staff.

“We have improved for two straight years since I've been here. But our
goalis an ‘A.’ The formula is really simple: show you care! As an admin-
istrator or a teacher, if you show you genuinely care, it will bleed over to
your students and they will care too. Our students know we care be-
cause we emphasize academics and we reward achievement and im-
provement,” Moss added.

Franklin County Schools’ overall score in academic growth was 100.
This is one of two criteria, along with academic achievement, that are
given more weight in calculating a school’s overall grade.

Academic growth tracks student growth in reading and math over time.
Academic achievement measures whether students are proficient in Eng-
lish Language arts and mathematics based on standardized test scores.

The system’s grade on academic achievement was 67.79, a D, but
slightly higher than the 67.0 statewide score.

Franklin County Schools’ 91.02 grade on graduation rate comes in
slightly lower than the State Department of Education’s overall score of
91.56.

The system’s failing score of 45.32 on progress in English Language
proficiency, which assesses the progress of ELL students in becoming
English proficient, was slightly lower than the statewide score of 45.65.

Chronic absenteeism measures the percentage of students who miss
18 or more days of school in one school year. Franklin County Schools’
10.35 is lower than the statewide 12.056, a good thing in this category
alone.

Franklin County Schools’ 90.63 in college and career readiness is well
above the statewide grade of 87.88. This indicator measures the per-
centage of students in 9th-12th grade who meet at least one college or
career readiness indicator, such as AP exam scores or acceptance into
a military branch.

Franklin County Schools’ overall grade of 88, by comparison, is five
points higher than Lawrence County Schools (83), the same as Colbert
County Schools (88) and one point below Marion County Schools (89).

Send your guest columns,
recipes, cartoon panels, letters to
the editor and other
creative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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Two lawsuits filed gquestion legality of Russellville "~ ™
Water and Sewer Board's restoration policy

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Two lawsuits were filed earlier this month against the Russellville Water and Sewer Board alleging the board’s policy for restoring water
service violates Alabama state law.

William D. Ragan, Jr., and William V. Lawson, both rental property owners in Russellville, have separate lawsuits, both filed by Russellville
attorney Evan Hargett with Rogers, Bowling & McReynolds, P.C.

Lawson filed a declaratory judgment action, asking Franklin County Circuit Court Judge Brian Hamilton to find RWSB’s service restoration
policy violative of state law and, as a result, unenforceable.

Ragan’s case is a class action complaint, where he’s asking the Court to certify him as a class representative and Hargett as class counsel
to move forward with civil cases on behalf of all RWSB customers impacted by the policy.

At the heart of both cases is a policy approved by the Russellville Water and Sewer Board at its November 12, 2024, meeting, regarding
restoration of water service.

The policy language reads: “The Water Works & Sewer Board of the City of Russellville does not provide or restore water service to an ex-
isting property with an unpaid balance.”

The RWSB is not alone in having such a policy. In fact, a source told the FFP the policy was modeled after an existing policy of another Al-
abama utility.

While it’s clear that if it's the existing account holder seeking to re-
instate water service, the utility can refuse to restore the account .
until a past due balance is paid. The question raised in these cases, h l P C
though, is whether a delinquent balance from someone other than S Oa s rlmary are
the applicant for service may constitute grounds to deny service to
a new applicant.

When contacted for comment last week, Russellville attorney Welcomes
Danny McDowell, who represents the Water and Sewer Board, said
he had not seen the lawsuits yet and could not comment.

Lawson owns rental property located at Mills Trailer Park in Rus- D Z
sellville. The case centers around Lawson’s lot 6. Lot 6 was occu-
pied by a former owner/tenant who received water and sewer r’ aman
service from the RWSB under a separate account in the previous

owner/tenant’s name. Sh h
That previous owner/tenant vacated the property, leaving an unpaid a
balance on the account. When Lawson attempted to open a new ac-
count for lot 6, the lawsuit alleges, he was told the unpaid balance to the Practice
on the prior account must first be paid in full.
“That policy conditions the provision of essential utility service upon in Shefheld

payment by a new customer or property owner of a debt they did
not incur or receive any benefit from,” Hargett said in the complaint.

He maintains that, unless Lawson agreed, in writing, to assume
the debt of the prior owner/tenant, he may not be compelled to sat-

isfy that debt as a condition of service. : : L
The fact situation in Ragan’s case is similar, but relates to service B oar d c.ertlﬁed L Iflternal Me;d;cme,
at a residence on Stuck Street SW in Russellville. Dr. Shah 1S an exceptlonal PhYSlClall and
His complaint cites Code of Alabama Section 8-9-2(3) as support .
for his argument that the policy violates state law. That code section a ClOSC famlly member Of Dr. Syed.
outlines certain agreements in Alabama that must be evidenced in ,
writing to be enforceable. 1 1 7
The legal question will be whether this provision prevents the Water He Wlll be contlnumg DI'. Syed S legacy

and Sewer Board from enforcing its policy, and whether there ex-  Of excellent and Compassionate patient
isted an agreement that would trigger the language of the particular . .
code section. care with Shoals Primary Care.

It's a bit legally complicated, but that’s what lawsuits do—provide
clarity in cases where there are genuine legal issues raised.

If certified as a class action by the Court, Ragan’s case would move

Monday-Thursday 8am - 5pm

forward on behalf of all RWSB customers alleging similar claims. If Walk-ins are Welcome
the class action is tried or settled, Ragan would be entitled to a sum
of money as class representative and Hargett, as class counsel, an MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED

attorney’s fee from any judgment entered on behalf of all class
members.

Alternatively, the Court could deny certification of Ragan’s case as
a class action, and he would move forward individually, or the case
could be dismissed if a legal determination is made that Ragan isn’t
entitled to any damages and doesn’t have a valid claim under Ala-
bama law.

MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

n 342 Cox Boulevard

SHOALS )56 383 4473

PRIMARY CARE

shoalsprimarycarellc.com
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internet speeds in Alabama
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www.freedomfiber.com
205-921-6712

LAWN CARE BIDS

The Russellville Housing Authority is now accepting bids
for Lawncare Service for our 4 developments (Engle
Drive, Washington Plaza, Eastside Plaza, and Westside
Plaza). All companies considering this proposal are
strongly encouraged to physically inspect the properties
prior to submitting a bid. The successful bidder shall be
required to provide proof of liability insurance and a
State license. The Russellville Housing Authority
reserves the right to reject any/or all bids if it deems this
would be in the best interests of the Authority.

Bids in sealed envelopes clearly marked “Lawn Care
Service Bids”, should be mailed to the Russellville
Housing Authority, P.O. Box 966, Russellville, Alabama
35653, or delivered to 73 Flippen Street, Russellville,
Alabama 35653, in time to be opened and publicly read
aloud at 9:00 a.m. on December 3, 2025. Bids received
after this deadline will not be opened and shall not be
considered. Any questions, comments, or requests to
schedule a site inspection can contact Omar Tompkins at

(256) 332-1561.
JA\_
Russellville

Housing Authority
Incorporated

256-332-1561
73 Flippen St
Russellville

=

& &

he NACOLG SENIORx medlcatlon aSS|stance program

supplies free and low-cost medications for anyone in
Alabama with a disability or chronic illness, regardless of age, that
requires daily medication. Medicare recipients may also be eligi-
ble. For more information, contact NACOLG SENIORX today.
There is no charge for this service. Call Paula Pardue at 256-389-
0529, 256-389-0530 or 1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463). This
program is in partnership with the State of Alabama and Alabama
Department of Senior Services. Contact us for more information.

oly Destiny from Clanton, Alabama will be in concert at

Siloam Missionary Baptist Church on Sunday,
November 23rd at 1:30 p.m. The church is located at 1657 Hwy
60 Russellville, near the old King Drive In.

ussellville Masonic Lodge #371 is selling Hams for

Thanksgiving. Butts are $35 each and may be pre-
ordered by dialing (256) 810-1970. Pickup is Wednesday, Nov. 26
between 8-10am at the Lodge on Coffee Avenue.

he Northwest Regional Library is proud to announce

audiobooks are now available through our Books-By-
Mail program. This program is completely free to those that are
medically homebound, live more than 10 miles from a town with a
public library, or require large print or audiobooks only. Must be a
resident of Marion, Franklin, or Lamar counties.

ethsaida Missionary Baptist Church will hold a Live

Nativity on Friday-Saturday, December 5-6, from 6-8
p.m. The church is located on Highway 48.

Northwest Shoals

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

YOU CAN
SPECIALIZE

nwscc.edu

256.383.447 3 Ext. 2021
340 Cox Blvd * Sheffield, AL



PAGE 7
NOVEMBER 19, 2025

Franklin County Commission approves $598,820 loan for new garhage
trucks for Franklin County Solid Waste Department

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Franklin County Commission approved a loan of $598,820 from Valley State Bank for the purchase of two new garbage trucks for the
Franklin County Solid Waste Department at its November 17th meeting.

Valley State Bank submitted the lowest interest rate of all bidders (2.95%) for the 60-month loan.

In other agenda items at the November 17th meeting, the commission:
—tabled consideration of a Delinquency Policy and Procedures for delinquent solid waste bills. Commissioners had an extensive discussion
at the November 10th work session about the proposed policy but decided to allow County Attorney Evan Hargett to prepare a draft policy.
—approved a holiday schedule for the Franklin County Courthouse and all county offices. All county offices will be closed Thanksgiving Day
and the following day (November 27-28), Wednesday-Friday of Christmas week (December 24-26) and New Year’s Day (January 1, 2026).
—tabled consideration of roof repairs for the Franklin County Courthouse Annex.
—approved payment of invoices for repairs to the emergency sirens in Mountain Star, Frankfort and Spruce Pine, which are all now in working
order, and authorized Franklin County Emergency Management Agency Director Mary Hallman-Glass to obtain estimates for repairs to the re-
maining county sirens that need repair. They include East Franklin and Belgreen.
Sirens located in municipalities are the financial responsibility of the city where they are located.
—authorized Probate Judge Barry Moore and Hargett to workout access to a closed road off County Road 21 to Tammy O’Malley, who has a
lease with the property owner to access the land for hunting. The access will be for one year.
—authorized advertising for bids for a storm water cross drain replacement project on Highway 90.
—approved the hiring of Tiffany Buchanan as a Corrections Officer/Dispatcher in the Franklin County Sheriff’'s Office, hiring Justin Sharp, Wil-
liam Vickers and Chris Pierce as temporary Corrections Officers/Dispatchers, transferred Matthew Crum from courthouse security to patrol
deputy, accepted the resignation of Corrections Officers/Dispatchers James Fleck and Caleb Tavares, authorized advertising for the same.
The next regular meeting of the Franklin County Commission will be Monday, December 15th at 8:30 a.m., in the Franklin County Courthouse
Annex.

LEGAL NOTICE

In accordance with Chapter 1, Title 39, Code
of Alabama, 1975, as amended, notice is
hereby given that Mid-Western Commercial
Roofers, Inc., Contractor, has completed the
contract for Reroof of Russellville High
School Main Classroom Wing, at

" John Almirol, M.D.

Internal Medicine

“Over 22 Years Caring

for Franklin County.”
Mon-Thur: 8:30-5:00

EAENEEEE, Friday: 8:30-12:00

Medicare, Medicaid, Viva, BCBS, Humana,

1865 Waterloo Road, Russellville, Al., 35653,
for the State of Alabama and the City of Rus-
sellville, the Russellville City Board of Educa-

tion, and have requested final settlement of

said Contract. A_II persons hav_ing_any claim Specializing in preventing, diagnosing

'for ’a‘?or’ m.ater 'a.’s’ or Othe”fv Ise In conhec- and treating a wide variety of diseases
tion with this project should immediately no- : :
tify Ward Scott, Morris Architecture, Inc., 1606 and health issues affecting adults.

Paul Bryant Drive, Tuscaloosa, Al., 35401, Accepting new patients
(205)345-6110. 256.331.1900 '

Mid-Western Commercial Roofers, Inc.
7430 Hitt Road
Mobile, Ala., 36695.

and United Healthcare insurances accepted.
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Please send your guest columns and other
creative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com

B rRUSSELLVILLE
.. HOSPITAL

The Sleep Clinic at Russellville Hospital provides

complete sleep health management including sleep studies,

diagnosis and treatment of sleep disorders.

Our sleep experts are here to help you take control
of your sleep health. Most insurance companies do not
require a referral to meet with one of our board
certified sleep physicians.

&

al 4N

e a/ze

Our experience and knowledgeab physmlans prowde expert
advice for a multitude of sleep-related disorders, including:
Insomnia, sleep apnea, restless leg syndrome, snoring, exces-
sive daytime sleepiness, hypertension, periodic limb movement
syndrome (PLMS), sleepwalking and pediatric sleep problems.

www.russellvillehospital.com
15225 Hwy 43, Russellville, AL (256) 332-1611

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Russellville City Council approved alcohol licenses for two appli-
cants at the council’'s November 17th meeting.

The first was an application to allow beer and table wine sales (for
off-premise consumption) at the new Raceway, which opens this
month at 14816 Highway 43.

There was no input either in favor of or against the application at a
public hearing held before the council’s vote.

The application was approved by a vote of 4-2, with councilmen Gary
Cummings and Lonnie Freeman casting the two no votes.

The second license, this one for restaurant retail liquor sales, was
approved for El Jefe Tex Mex, LLC, at 14204 Highway 43, Suite A.
That’s the location of a new Mexican restaurant, El Jefe Tex-Mex,
which will now able to add beer, wine and liquor drinks to its menu.

After a public hearing that also saw no one speak in favor of or
against the application, the council approved the application by the
same 4-2 vote, with Mayor David Grissom and councilmen David
Palmer, Darren Woodruff and Jamie Harris voting yes.

In other agenda items at the November 17th meeting, the council:
—approved a resolution honoring the Russellville High School varsity
volleyball team for its outstanding season, that saw the team post its
most wins ever, finishing 41-26, and host the area tournament for the
first time in school history after finishing as regular season champions.
The team’s appearance in the volleyball regionals was Russellville’s
first in 11 years.

Team members include: Samantha Wilson, Kaylee Suggs, Laila Hill,
Fatima Ramirez, Brookelynn Davis, Khristyan Huerta, Erin Grimes,
Adaleigh Smith, Blevyn Sappington, Alexia Groce, Aubree Hyde, Bella
Malone and Bri McCulloch.

Russellville is coached by head coach Madison Lamon and assistant
coaches Lexi Lamon, Lee-Taylor Bishop and Chelsey Graves.

The council also approved resolutions honoring McCulloch for setting
a 1,000 career dig record, the most single season dig total in school
history of 894 and the most career digs in school history, 1,460.

Hill was honored for setting a single season school record with 450
kills and Ramirez for a school record single season assist total with
576.

—approved a letter of resignation from Russellville Street Department
employee Dallas Hopkins.

The next regular meeting of the Russellville City Council will be De-
cember 1, 2025, with work session at 6 p.m., and meeting to follow.

FREE pICKUP
APPLIANCE

Do you need to get
rid of an old, inoperable
appliance at NO cost to you?

Just call 256-668-3445, or
256-436-9818. We will pick up
your old appliances free anywhere

in Franklin County!
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Academic growth, significant capital investments highlight Franklin
County State of the Schools presentations

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

On a day when both Russellville City Schools and Franklin County Schools received some impressive
scores on the Alabama State Department of Education’s annual State Report Card, both Superintendents
Tim Guinn and Greg Hamilton had plenty of good news to share at the annual Franklin County State of the
Schools.

The annual event, sponsored by the Franklin County Chamber of Commerce, sees superintendents from
the two local systems and the Northwest Shoals Community College President present updates on the
status of their schools.

This year’s State of the Schools, held November 13th at the Tharptown High School gymnasium, also
featured recognition for the outstanding employees of the year at each school and an update on host
Tharptown High School from its principal Dr. Tyler Berryman.

Franklin County Schools has a 2025 enroliment of 3,390, a decrease of 107 students from last year, but
it's a number that still pushes the system’s facilities to the limit, Hamilton said.

The system has 68 daily bus routes, and six midday routes that transport students to the Franklin County
Career Technical Center, where 439 students are enrolled this year. In the previous school year, students
earned 243 hours of college credit.

“Our Career Tech Center is doing outstanding,” Hamilton said, “and it’s a vital part of our school system.”

Franklin County Schools’ FY25-26 budget is $52 million, an increase of $3 million from last year, but a de- [
crease from the two previous years where the system received additional funding as a result of the COVID- |
19 pandemic.

The system has invested more than $22 million over the previous eight years in capital projects, including
projects at every campus. Ongoing capital projects include the administration building at Red Bay High
School and installation of turf on the Belgreen, Tharptown and Vina softball fields.

Hamilton gave an update on the system’s Section 16 land in Fayette and Walker Counties that was the
subject of a statewide amendment last year. That property includes lucrative land at the intersection of Al-

abama 13 and the new Interstate 22. Mandy Winstead, left, receives her Out-
Passage of last year’s amendment meant ownership and management of the property was transferred to standing Employee of the Year Award for
the Franklin County Board of Education. NWSCC’s Phil Campbell campus from

But Hamilton said thg board hgs filed a Iavs_/suit against the_ Alabama D_epartment of Conse.rvation and Nat- Brooklyn Yancey with the Franklin County
ural Resources after its Commissioner, which manages mineral and timber rights on Section 16 lands.

The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources has resisted transfer of the land since the amend-
ment passed Hamilton said.

“We still do not have title because the Department of Conservation is playing Monday morning quarterback,” Hamilton said. “They have now seen what we have
in that land and we have a pending lawsuit against the department.”

As for the system’s overall State Report Card grade of 88, and an ‘A’ grade for five of its eight schools, Hamilton said it was the result of the dedication of admin-
istrators, faculty, staff and students on each campus.

Russellville City Schools scored above the state average in 2025 mastery standards on Alabama Comprehensive Assessment Program exam scores in seven of
the eight grades it measures, second through eighth grades.

A score of Level 3 or higher indicates a student is proficient in subjects including English Language Arts, math and science.

Russellville City Schools earned a lofty 93 overall grade on the 2024-25 State Report Card, the third consecutive year that score falls in the ‘A’ grade range and
a three point improvement from last year’s 90.

Russellville City Schools has 548 students enrolled in dual enroliment courses with Northwest Shoals Community College. That represents more than 610 courses
and 1,800 college credit hours.

Student participation in the Career Technical Education Program continues to increase, with 87% of all students taking at least one CTE course.

An ongoing renovation of the Career Technical Education Center will add four new classrooms, renovation of shop areas and enhanced classroom spaces for 11
CTE programs.

The system received one of only a handful of Attorney General Safe Schools Awards last year, recognizing it as one of Alabama’s safest public school systems.

RCS’s $4.9 million reserve fund represents nearly twice the state’s required one-month reserve operating fund, which averages between $2.5-$2.7 million, Guinn
said,

“The state of Russellville City Schools is strong thanks to a resilient and dedicated faculty and staff and the continued support of our community and students,”
Guinn said.

Dr. Jeff Goodwin, Northwest Shoals Community College President, updated progress on the $30 million renovation and construction project at NWSCC's Phil
Campbell campus.

“The campus is still not ready. The interior demolition is complete, mechanical/electrical work is ongoing, the new volleyball floor in the gym has been installed
and ravine stabilization behind the gym is nearly complete,” Goodwin said.

He expressed his appreciation to Rep. Jamie Kiel (R-Russellville) for his support of the $30 million makeover.

“Rep. Kiel has been a huge advocate for Franklin County and for our Phil Campbell campus the entire time he’s been in office. We could not have done this
without his support,” Goodwin said.

With three new sports underway this fall (volleyball, women'’s flag football and men’s and women’s goilf), that brings the total to six sports that have returned to
Northwest Shoals.

Outstanding Employee of the Year Awards were presented to the following employees:

Chamber of Commerce. (Courtesy Photo)

Franklin County Schools: Russellville City Schools:

—Karen Jones, Belgreen High School. —Leslie DeLeon Rivera, West Elementary School.
—Elisha Mansell, East Franklin Junior High School. —Dana Crummie, Russellville Elementary School.
—Trisha Humphres, Phil Campbell Elementary School. —Dennis Tackett, Russellville Middle School.

—Kim Whitten, Phil Campbell High School —Kim Ergle, Russellville High School.

—Rhonda Scott, Red Bay Elementary School. —Donnie Nichols, RCS Career and Technical Education.
—Jarod Massey, Red Bay High School.

—Amy Smith, Tharptown Elementary School. Northwest Shoals Community College:

—Hulon Heath, Tharptown High School. —Mandy Winstead, NWSCC Phil Campbell campus.

—Bryna Lawler, Vina High School.
—Melissa McHenry, Franklin County Career Technical Center.
—Carla Knight, Franklin County Schools Central Office.



YARD SALE

Week Long
Yard Sale.
Monday,
Nov. 17-
Sunday, Nov.
22. 8407
Hwy. 43, Phil
Campbell.
Collector’s
Dream Sale!
Vintage
items, carni-
val glass,
depression
glass,
household
items and
much more!

SERVICES

SELLING a
RV, Tractor
or Golf Cart?
ADVERTISE
STATEWIDE
or by region
in over 100
Newspapers,
reaching
over 1 mil-
lion readers
each week!
Run your ad
in our
Classified
Network for
just $210 per
week! Make
one call to
this newspa-
per (partici-
pating Ala-
SCAN news-
paper) or
call 1-800-
264-7043 to
find out how
easy it is to
advertise
statewide!

BEAUTIFUL
BATH
UPDATES in
as little as
ONE DAY!
Superior
quality bath
and shower
systems at
AFFORD-
ABLE
PRICES!
Lifetime war-

ranty & pro-
fessional

installs. Call

Now! 1-833-
770-0326

WATER
DAMAGE
CLEANUP &
RESTORA-
TION: A
small
amount of
water can
lead to major
damage in
your home.
Our trusted
profession-
als dry out
the wet area
and do
repairs to
protect your
family and
your home's
value! If you
have water
in your
home that
needs to be
dried, Call
24/7: 1-833-
879-1371
Have zip
code of serv-
ice location
ready when
you call!

We Buy
Houses for
Cash AS IS!
No repairs.
No fuss. Any

condition.
Easy three
step
process:
Call, get
cash offer
and get paid.
Get your fair
cash offer
today by
calling Liz
Buys
Houses: 1-
877-385-7131

Consumer
Cellular - the
same reli-
able, nation-
wide cover-
age as the
largest carri-

ers. No long-
term con-
tract, no hid-
den fees and
activation is
free. All
plans feature
unlimited
talk and text,
starting at
just
$20/month.
For more
information,
call 1-844-
358-5270

HEALTH/
BEAUTY

ATTENTION
OXYGEN
THERAPY
USERS!
Discover
Oxygen
Therapy
That Moves
with You
with Inogen
Portable
Oxygen
Concentrator
s. FREE
information
kit. Call 1-
833-650-7885

Attention:
VIAGRA and
CIALIS
USERS! A
cheaper
alternative to
high drug-
store prices!
50 Pill
Special -
Only $99!
100% guar-
anteed.
CALL NOW:
1-833-641-
6606

FOR SALE

Omaha
Steaks
Wines. 12
world class
wines (and
bonus gifts)
for ONLY
$79.99 (plus
s/h.) Save
$160! 12 new

wine selec-
tions plus a
FREE $25
Omaha
Steaks E-
reward card
every three
months.
Cancel any-
time. 100%
guarantee!
Call 1-888-
536-6102
and mention
code
AGJF002 or
visit www.Ge
tOSWine.co
m/sip364

When you
want the
best, you

want Omaha
Steaks!
100% guar-
anteed and
delivered to
your door!
Our
Butcher's
Deluxe
Package
comes with
8 FREE
Omaha
Steaks
Smash
Burgers
ONLY
$89.99. Call

1-866-487-
1716 and
mention

code
79797NYH or
visit www.o
mahasteaks.
com/Deluxe2
828

AFFORD-
ABLE TV &
INTERNET. If
you are
overpaying
for your
service, call
now for a
free quote
and see how
much you
can save! 1-
833-641-6672

NEED NEW
FLOORING?

Foﬂl-
SALE

Call today
to schedule
a FREE in-
home esti-
mate on
Carpeting &
Flooring.
Call Today!
1-833-641-
6567

No more
cleaning out
gutters.
Guaranteed!
LeafFilter is
the most
advanced
gutter pro-
tection for
your home,
backed by a
no-clog
guarantee
and lifetime
transferrable
warranty.
Call today 1-
833-683-2005
to schedule
a FREE
inspection
and no obli-
gation esti-
mate. Plus
get 20% off!
Seniors and
military save
an additional
10%.
Restrictions
apply, see
representa-
tive for war-
ranty and
offer details

Prepare for
power out-
ages today
with a
Generac
Home
Standby
Generator.
Act now to
receive a
FREE 7-Year
warranty
with qualify-
ing pur-
chase* Call
1-877-323-
5516 today
to schedule
a free quote.
It’s not just a

I n

generator.
It’s a power
move.

DENTAL
INSURANCE
from
Physicians
Mutual
Insurance
Company.
Coverage for
400 plus pro-
cedures.
Real dental
insurance -
NOT just a
discount
plan. Do not
wait! Call
now! Get
your FREE
Dental
Information
Kit with all
the details!
1-877-817-
4697
www.den-
tal50plus.co
m/alabama
#6258

Replace
your roof
with the best
looking and
longest last-
ing material
steel from
Erie Metal
Roofs! Three
styles and
multiple col-
ors avail-
able.
Guaranteed
to last a life-
time! Limited
Time Offer
up to 50%
off installa-
tion +
Additional
10% off
install (for
military,
health work-
ers & 1st
responders.)
Call Erie
Metal Roofs:
1-833-955-
3163

AUTOMO-
TIVE

SsSIfiag

256.332.0255

BUSINESS * LOST & FOUND * GARAGE SALES ¢« PETS * APPLIANCES * HELP WANTED « SERVICES « APPLIANCES * CLOTHING * FURNITURE

GOT AN
UNWANTED
CAR?7??
DONATE IT
TO PATRIOT-
IC HEARTS.
Fast free
pick up.
Patriotic
Hearts’ pro-
grams help
veterans find
work or start
their own
business.
Call 24/7: 1-
833-426-0193

Donate your
car, truck,
boat, RV and
more to sup-
port our vet-

erans!
Schedule a
FAST, FREE
vehicle pick-
up and
receive a top
tax deduc-
tion! Call
Veteran Car
Donations at
1-877-724-
3049 today!

BUCKLE UP!

It Could Save
Your Life!

KARLRAGAN 236.332.9064

Trimming ¢ Topping * Removal
Bucket Work ¢ Stump Grinding




Reed Garage Door Co.
Sales, Service, Installation.
256-577-7767

PAID Franklin Free Press
113 Washington Ave. NW
Russellville,AL 35653
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Column: Goodwin, Golden
Tigers winners hefore they
even took the field at
Briarwood

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

They didn’t kick off their second round play-

off game until 7 p.m., but the Russellville
Golden Tigers varsity football team and its
Coach Dustin Goodwin were already win-
ners before even taking the field against
Briarwood Friday night.

Goodwin and his coaching staff faced a
tremendous obstacle before the season
even started, with the loss of All-State run-
ning back Cam Phinizee after he was arrest-
ed on felony charges and later unenrolled
from Russellville High School.

This year’s Golden Tigers were already thin

on experienced senior starters. The entire
Russellville offensive line graduated last
spring, but the Golden Tigers’ 2025 offense
would still revolve around its star running
back until one fateful March night, it
wouldn’t.

That left only two returning offensive
starters, a junior fullback and a sophomore
quarterback.

Navigating a team of 15-18 year olds
through the aftermath of these challenges
could have destroyed the season before it
even began.

But Goodwin, preparing for only his second
season at Russellville, refused to let that

See, ‘WINNERS,’ Page 14
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Turnaround season for Red Bay ends in
second round of foothall playoifs

Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

A turnaround season for the Red Bay High School varsity football team (9-3) came to an
end at Fred Bostick Jr. Stadium on Friday night after the Tigers suffered a 28-21 home loss
to the Southeastern Mustangs (10-2) in the second round of the AHSAA Class 2A playoffs.

It was a back-and-forth affair for much of the game. RBHS led Southeastern at halftime but
the visitors took their first lead of the game in the third quarter. From there the two teams trad-
ed touchdowns. In the end, it was the Mustangs that had the last say, scoring a go-ahead
touchdown that proved to be the game-winner after a Red Bay turnover late in the fourth
quarter.

“Those were two good football teams Friday night. Unfortunately someone’s got to win and
someone’s got to lose,” first-year Red Bay head coach Tyler Jeffreys said.

“I thought our kids played extremely hard. | never walked off the field and thought one time
that we didn’t play hard,” Jeffreys added. “Unfortunately we just made too many mistakes that
you can’t make in a playoff game against a team that’s just as good as you. But that being
said, we made those mistakes going wide open and playing as hard as we could, so super
proud of my kids.”

Red Bay drew first blood, taking an initial 7-0 lead over the Mustangs eight minutes into the
game.

A 34-yard strike through the air from senior quarterback Jeremiah Thorne to sophomore
receiver Davien Colburn set up a 16-yard touchdown run by the standout senior running back
Jaxon Vinson with 4:50 left in the first quarter.

Vinson would finish the game with 146 yards rushing on 35 carries.

Southeastern answered on its ensuing possession with a drive capped by a short touch-

See, ‘RED BAY,’ Page 13

Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

The 2025 season came to an end for the Russellville High School varsity football team (7-
5) Friday night as the Golden Tigers fell to the Briarwood Christian School Lions (7-5) by a
final score of 42-7 in the second round of the AHSAA Class 5A playoffs.

Briarwood had Russellville’s number once again: the defeat dropped the Golden Tigers to
0-4 all-time against the Lions, all four games coming in postseason play.

In the matchup in Birmingham Friday night, the hosts dominated and controlled the contest
from the opening kickoff.

After receiving the opening kick, the Lions needed just a couple of plays to open their
account for the evening. Briarwood’s John Campbell recorded the game’s first touchdown of
the night on a reverse that went 49-yards for the score, making it 7-0 with 10:40 remaining
in the first quarter.

Russellville’s offense—able to move the ball down the field in spurts throughout the night
but couldn’t finish drives in the endzone—however, got off to a disastrous start.

Sophomore quarterback Whit Goodwin threw his ninth interception of the season on the
Golden Tigers’ first drive. The pick was returned to the RHS 10-yard line, setting up an easy
10-yard touchdown rush for running back Eli Thompson.

Briarwood would add two more touchdowns in the first half—one late in the first quarter, the
other midway through the second—to make it 28-0 at the break.

In the second half, the Lions scored twice more to take a 42-0 advantage before Russellville
was finally able to get into the endzone on a 15-yard rush by sophomore Braxton Duncan—

See, ‘GOLDEN TIGERS,’ Page 12
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his first of the season—with 1:34 to play in the fourth.

Russellville’s seven points were the fewest it scored all season and the final 35-point deficit made it the most lopsided defeat for the Golden
Tigers in 2025.

“Looking back at it, | do think we missed some things that, if we had executed on them, the game wouldn’t have gone quite as negatively as
it did,” Russellville head coach Dustin Goodwin said.

“Briarwood is a really good football team, and (Friday) night we weren’t the best team on the field,” he added, “but that doesn’t take away
from how we feel about our kids and our coaches—how proud of them we are.”

The loss obviously ended Russellville’s campaign, but Goodwin said his players should be celebrated for what they were able to accomplish
up to that point.

“In the spring (the players) faced a lot of adversity. There was a lot of talk that they wouldn’t win but one or two football games,” he said. “In-
stead of cutting and running, these guys stuck together, believed in what we were preaching, came to work every day, and were able to be a
region runner-up and win a playoff game. We're very proud of them for that.”

Goodwin also credited his nine seniors for setting an example for what was a young roster.

‘I don’t remember a day when a single senior kid didn’t show up for practice or didn’t do what they were asked to do,” he said. ‘I think they
grew in their leadership roles and were encouraging to their teammates and tried to hold everyone accountable the right way. | think everyone
on the team felt that.

“These nine young men are great people, and | believe they’re going to be successful no matter what they decide to do,” he added.
Looking back on the journey his team went on, Goodwin said the 2025 Golden Tiger football team will be remembered for its ‘grit’ and ‘fight,’
among other things.

“What the outside world thinks doesn’t define you. Winning and losing football games isn’'t what’s going to define these kids,” he said. “The
way they showed up, the way they bought in and prepared, the way they loved on each other; the effort they gave, their refusal to lose, their
relentlessness and fight, their grit—all of those things are characteristics they have that are going to carry them far beyond the football field
and sports in general. We're very proud of them.”

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

The Franklin County Commission is accepting
applications for the following position(s):

Courthouse Security, Sheriff's Office
Corrections Officer/Dispatcher, Jalil

Applications will be accepted in the Franklin
County Commission office
until positions are filled.
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- R LAYLA HESTER
\J/IIIIIIII/ An application and job description may be

picked up, faxed or emailed upon request from
FRANKL'N FREE PRESS the Franklin County Commission Office, located
at 405 N Jackson Avenue, Monday — Friday,
8:00 AM to 5:00 PM, by calling (256) 332-8852
or applications are available at
www.franklincountyal.org
under the Careers tab.

of the

NOVEMBER 10-15, 2025

The FFP Athlete of the Week for November 10-15 is Vina

girls’ basketball’s Layla Hester. In four games last week, ployer and does not discriminate on the basis
Layla Hester scored 67 points, recorded 12 assists, 18

1
1
:
| 8 1) of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age
steals and 15 rebounds as Vina went 3-1 and won the Vina, . gl .
Veteran's Day Tournament. Hester had 25 points in the : or d|Sab|I|ty in the employment or provision of
:
1
1
1

Franklin County is an equal opportunity em-

championship win over 3A Oakman 47-35. The Lady Red services.
Devils also beat Tharptown 26-25 and Sumiton Christian
45-31.
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down run from the five. After the extra point, the game was tied 7-7 with 2:09 to go in the opening period.

After both teams traded fruitless possessions for the remainder of the first and most of the second quarter, the hosts went back up by
a score thanks to a little trickeration.

Lining up for a go-ahead 20-yard field goal attempt with 19 seconds to go in the first half, the Tigers faked it with the holder Jaxon
Swann taking the snap, standing up and finding Colburn, who was brushing off defenders in the endzone, with the pass.

Lining up in the same formation for the extra point, the snap was low and the PAT was botched, so the half ended with the Tigers
leading 13-7.

Coming out of the break, Southeastern received the third quarter kick and took advantage. The Mustangs drove down the field and
ended the drive on a short touchdown run with 7:21 left in the third quarter. The extra point was good and the visitors took their first
lead of the game, 14-13.

On third down and eight from the Southeastern 28-yard line, Red Bay found its reply to the Mustangs’ go-ahead score with another
of its own on the game’s next drive.

Thorne hit his go-to target, Colburn, who finished the game with 84 yards receiving, on a wheel route from the backfield. The sophomore
receiver, after making the grab, just needed to juke one defender to reach the endzone untouched. The two-point conversion was suc-
cessful on an inside pass from Thorne to fellow senior Cayson Johnston, making it 21-14, Tigers.

A few minutes later, a 37-yard touchdown pass by Southeastern tied the game up at 21. With just over a minute to go in the third
quarter, that was the score the two teams would take into a pivotal final 12 minutes.

After a couple possessions petered out for both teams to start the fourth quarter, it was Southeastern quarterback Jericho Pendleton
who broke the deadlock on a 27-yard quarterback keeper with 4:07 left in the game. The touchdown rush by Pendleton and the ensuing
successful extra point gave the Mustangs a 28-21 lead—but with just over four minutes to play it gave RBHS time to score, as well.

Unfortunately for the Tigers, their final possession would end in a turnover.

Vinson, after receiving the option pitch from his quarterback, coughed the ball up after being hit by a Mustang defender. The rare
fumble from Vinson was recovered by Southeastern with about a minute to play, all but ending Red Bay’s chances.

The 28-21 defeat eliminated the Tigers from the postseason, but it doesn’t erase what the RBHS football program was able to achieve
under its first year coach.

The Tigers won nine games compared to two victories last campaign, and captured their first region title since 2019 with a flawless 5-
0 region record. RBHS also turned Fred Bostick Jr. Stadium into a fortress this campaign as they went unbeaten, 7-0, at home until the
Southeastern contest.

While much of the praise for the Tigers’ turnaround in 2025 has, justifiably, gone to the head coach, Jeffreys himself gave all the credit
to his players.

“I can’t thank our seniors and all our kids on the team enough for working as hard as they did,” Jeffreys said.

“The turnaround was all them,” he added. “They did a great job. They were bought in from day one, and | told them after the game
that | was very appreciative of all that they did.

“This season’s been a blur, but it's been very enjoyable. | didn’t want it to end. | think of all the teams I've coached, this one has been
one of the most unselfish groups that I've ever been around. That’s the reason we’ve been successful.”

The RBHS head coach said it was his group of seniors, a class
that was 14-18 coming into the 2025 campaign, that were the
first to latch on and follow his guidance. That, he said, was criti-
cal.

“These seniors were the very first ones to buy in, and they did
a great job leading this team,” Jeffreys said. “I think the biggest
thing about this turnaround was their buy-in and the amount of
effort they put in week in and week out.

“I think this group (of seniors) will hold a special place in my
heart because they were the first ones to buy in and do the things
that they needed to do to put us in the most successful situ-
ations,” he added. “I'd love for them to continue to be around (the
program). They’ve left their legacy here in terms of showing what
you have to do to be successful.”

Jeffreys told the Franklin Free Press that he doesn’t know what
the future will hold but believes that if his underclassmen con-
tinue to follow the example set by this year’s upperclassmen, the
Red Bay Tigers will continue to see their achievements stack up.

“l told the rest of the team, ‘Don’t let what these seniors have
done this year go to waste. Let’s keep building off this and keep
working hard,” he said. “If we continue to do those things, | know
this program will be successful.”
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happen and never used it as an excuse for lowered expectations. And that’s not an easy thing to accomplish.

In today’s world of social media, empowered keyboard warriors, never afraid to blast others while hiding behind a cloak of anonymity,
can poison the momentum of a young football team.

But the Golden Tigers, in large part due to their coach remaining positive, had a 7-4 record and reached the second round of the 5A
playoffs.

| had the chance to interview Goodwin before the season the annual Football in the South Media Day in July. He remained genuinely
positive about the coming season. It wasn’t an act. It was a true example of character under fire.

| have interviewed Goodwin multiple times since his hiring in February 2024 after what was a very public coaching search.

But on a week-to-week basis during football season, it's our sports editor Kadin Pounders who hosts a radio show with Goodwin and
interviews him after each game.

Same thoughts from Kadin—Goodwin remained focused on what his players could do on the field, while shelving any lingering con-
cerns about things beyond his or their control.

Goodwin exhibits a calm demeanor but don’t mistake that for a lack of competitiveness. He has his father’s (former RHS Coach Doug
Goodwin’s) passion for winning. He came into this job with an understanding of the expectations for this program. And Goodwin’s
teams battle through the final whistle every Friday night.

The Golden Tigers finished 7-4 in Goodwin’s first season, their same record before Firday’s game. Russellville is 10-2 in Class 5A
Region 7 games in Goodwin’s two seasons, out scoring opponents 447-190.

Russellville’s only Region 7 losses both came to region champion Fairview, last year by one point in triple overtime and a seven-point
loss this season. The Aggies are 11-0 and travel to Jacksonville tonight for a second round playoff game.

After his team started 0-2 with losses to Deshler and Mars Hill, the excuses could have permeated the Russellville locker room and
the 2025 season could have blown up. But Goodwin and the Golden Tigers’ staff kept their team on track.

By the way, Deshler is 11-1 and will travel to Hamilton tonight in a 4A second round playoff game. Undefeated Mars Hill looks well on
its way to back-to-back 3A state championships.

Russellville and Briarwood Christian are two well-respected traditional powers in Alabama high school football circles. Each has its
share of championship blue maps.

But wins and losses are eventually forgotten as life moves on. Character, though, doesn’t fade away. The character shown by this
year’s Golden Tiger team will have a positive impact in each player’s life long after high school.

And that would not have happened without the character, maturity and quiet leadership displayed by Dustin Goodwin.

That’'s a winning life lesson for these Golden Tigers, on or off the football field.

Pilgrim’s Is Hiring !

Be Part of Feeding America!

Production wages from $17.50/hr up to $20.25/hr, with

incentive. (Additional $2/hr for Third Shift Differential)

Apply in person at our 2045 Hwy 44, Russellville,
or Apply online at pilgrimsusa.com!
Benefits include: Medical, Dental & Vision Insurance,
Advancement opportunities, 401K Retirement,
,1”‘ Paid Holidaysand Vacations.

‘PTlgrinT's Y,
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44 of 44 Franklin businesses receive satisfactory heaith ratings

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Each of the 44 Franklin County establishments that received health ratings during the period of October 1, 2025 through November 13, 2025, had
scores that fell into the “satisfactory compliance” range.

Health ratings are required to be prominently posted in all food/lodging establishments. Scores are graded by the Alabama Department of Public Health
inspectors on a 100-point scale.

Establishments with scores of 85 to 100 are considered to be in “satisfactory compliance” and are routinely inspected. Establishments scoring between
70 and 84 will be inspected again in 60 days, and those scoring between 60 and 69 will have another follow-up within 48 hours. Any establishment scor-
ing below 60 will be immediately closed.

Areas of inspection by ADPH include management and personnel; food storage, preparation and service; equipment; utensils; linen cleanliness; plumb-
ing and waste; poisonous or toxic material storage and an inspection of the physical facility or property.

44 of 44 Franklin County establishments listed in the most recent food and lodging establishment ratings scored 85 or above, within the satisfactory
compliance range.

The high score was 99, shared by 12 businesses.

The lowest score among the 45 establishments was an 89, received by Catfish Springs and More, 17901 Hwy. 43, Russellville and Jack’s #136, 521
4thAve. SE, Red Bay, although this score was within the 'satisfactory compliance' range.

Other inspection scores of Franklin County businesses, in alphabetical order, included:
—Bay City Nutrition, 910 4th St., Red Bay, 99.

—Bel Haven Heights, 107 4th Ave. SE, Red Bay, 99.

—Big Star of Russellville Market, 314 S. Jackson Ave., Russellville, 96.

—Big Star Deli of Russellville, 314 S. Jackson Ave., Russellville, 95.

—Blue Boys, 4141 Hwy. 24, Red Bay, 95.

—Bojangle’s Famous Chicken and Biscuit, 13810 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 93.
—Burger King, 15455 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 97.

—CJ’s Grocery, 14545 Hwy. 187, Russellville, 98.

—EI Jefe Tex Mex, 14204 Hwy. 43, Ste. A, Russellville, 93.

—Hilltop Diner, 808 Ronnie McDowell Ave., Russellville, 94.

—Hodges Senior Center, 1942 Hwy. 172, Hodges, 99.

—Hotel Red Bay, 107 4th Ave. SE, Red Bay, 98.

—Ildeal Mart, 503 Waterloo Road, Russellville, 94.

—Jack's Family Restaurant, 13640 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 87.

—Legacy Chevron, 13518 Hwy. 43 South, Russellville, 93. ) HOSPITAL
—M & H Food Mart, Inc., 9224 Hwy. 243, Phil Campbell, 92. Welcomes
—Mama Cortez dba Rancho Viejo, 11797 Hwy. 43 S., Russellville, 99.

—McDonald's #6564, 15254 Hwy. 43, Russeliville, 91. Dr. Amy Traylor to Our Team!

—Murphy Oil Convenience Store, 13669 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 99.
—Oliver Creamery Commissary, 1121 Hwy. 46, Russellville, 98. % N ow

e rRUSSELLVILLE

o B

—Panaderia Adonai, 311 S. Jackson Ave., Russellville, 98.
—Panda Buffet, 14633 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 94.

—Papa John's Pizza, 14520 Hwy. 43, Ste. 1, Russellville, 99.
—Piggly Wiggly Deli, 518 4th Ave. SW, Red Bay, 97.

—Piggly Wiggly Market, 518 4th Ave. SW, Red Bay, 94.

—Pistols Flaming Grill (Commissary), 706 8th St. SW, Red Bay, 99.
—Pizza Hut, 13450 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 99.

—Pollo Lo-Quillo, 115 Franklin St., Russellville, 91.

—Red Bay Hospital, 211 Hospital Road, Red Bay, 99.

—Red Bay Tiger Mart, Inc., 211 4th Ave. SW, Red Bay, 95.

—Red Bay Tobacco Mart, 908 4th St. NW, Red Bay, 95.
—Russellville Elementary School, 133 Chucky Mullins Drive, Russellville, 99
—Smoke and Batter, 13670 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 93.

R & Comprehensive
—_Subway, 504 4th St. SW, Red Bay, 99. Dr. Amy

—Subway #24292, 15300 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 99.

—Subway 37464, 13675 Hwy. 43 inside Walmart, Russellville, 96. 'I' I W '
—Taco Bell, 13831 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 98. ray or zmgm

—The Grind Cafe, 13760 Hwy. 43, Ste. 1, Russellville, 97.
—Waffle House #2186, 14005 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 93.

—Walmart #403 Deli, 13675 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 98.
—Walmart #403 Market, 13675 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 99. Monday 1 5 225 Hwy 43
—Walmart #403 Bakery, 13675 Hwy. 43, Russellville, 98. Tuesday

—Wendy'’s of Russellville, 13679 Hwy. 43 South, Russellville, 98. Thursday Su ite B- 1

Health ratings are available at www.foodscores.state.al.us and may be

vowes by oty o couny S 256.331.2700
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MONTGOMERY, Ala. — The Alabama Department of Human Resources (DHR) received notification this morning from the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) that the federal government has reopened and that, “State agencies must
take immediate steps to ensure households receive their full November allotments promptly.”

“It is about time Congress did their job to reopen the federal government. In Alabama, SNAP recipients were some of the most im-
pacted during the shutdown period, and | am pleased that DHR will work to quickly provide normal, full benefits,” said Governor Kay
Ivey. “Our state government in Alabama, as well as our local governments, do not operate in such a reckless way, and | hope Con-
gress has learned from their failure to meet their responsibility to the people across the
country.”

Today, DHR is transmitting the necessary files to the Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT)

[
card vendor to begin placing allotments on cards of clients whose regular issuance date PeSt SOl Ui'l On S

has passed and to November approved applicants. Benefits should be available today
after processing of the files is completed, provided there are no unforeseen problems.
Recipients whose issuance date is November 14 or later should receive benefits on their
regular issuance day of the month.

“‘DHR is thrilled to be able to provide full benefits to SNAP recipients and help get food
on the table for these Alabama families, especially in time to prepare for the upcoming
holidays. The DHR SNAP team began processing files shortly after receiving the FNS
notification; as a matter of fact, some clients should already see benefits on their cards,”

Commissioner Nancy Buckner said. “| am especially thankful to all the persons and en-
tities that donated food and money to the many organizations across our state that PeSt & MoquIto
stepped up to distribute food during this difficult time.”
DHR encourages those who are wanting to apply for SNAP to continue doing so and con'rOI
reach out to their local county DHR office with questions.
This serves as notice as required under 7 CFR 273.12(e)(1) that the suspensmn of 256'332'4008

clients’ benefits has been lifted as required by USDA/FNS memo g,
dated November 13, 2025

Dr. Kelly's B
Urgent Care

Walk-In visits available.
We are avalilable to screen
and test for COVID-19.

Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. 1-5
=8l g S 13150 Hwy. 43, Suite 10, Russellville
The Vina Lady Red Devils’ varsity basketball 256-331-2092.
team captured the Vina Veterans Day Tourna-
ment championship with a win over Class 3A

Oakman last week, (Courtesy photo) Serving your family for more than 30 years.
Family Practice, Pediatrics, Newborn Care.




