
By Keith Menconi
San José Spotlight

W
ith all the votes counted in the race for
Santa Clara County assessor, the con‐
test is headed for a December runoff

between Los Altos Vice Mayor Neysa Fligor and
former Saratoga Councilmember Rishi Kumar.

Saratoga Councilmember Yan Zhao and East
Side Union High School District Board Member
Bryan Do placed third and fourth place, respec‐
tively.

The two runoff candidates agree big changes
are needed at the Santa Clara County Asses‐
sor’s Office, including the completion of an ongo‐
ing tech modernization and reform measures
to reduce assessment and appeals times.

But each also maintains their own background
See CANDIDATES, page 3
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San Jose officials
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shop ban
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Santa Clara County assessor candidates head to runoff election

AVCA 4th Annual
‘Thankful Together
Celebration’ –  a
night of celebrating
volunteer honorees   

By Michele Dexter 
Special to the Times

T
he Almaden Valley Community Associa‐
tion (AVCA) hosted its 4th Annual Thank‐
ful Together Celebration – a night of cel‐

ebrating Almaden residents who volunteer, both
locally, and throughout San Jose on Nov. 10.   

District 10 Councilmember George Casey joined
the celebration to personally congratulate the
honorees for their service to the community. 

This year’s honorees are Rob Zaccheo, Bhek
Morton, and Jessica Torres (Pioneer High School)
and Kirsten Audet (Children's Discovery Muse‐
um), the current leaders of the BioSITE program,
which for more than 30 years has paired Pio‐
neer student mentors with elementary students
to observe and study the science of our local
environment. 

Also honored are Lee Pauser, with colleagues
Amanda Newlove and Steve Cassidy. For many
years, Lee has led efforts to help preserve local
bird habitats, primarily via building and moni‐
toring cavity nest boxes.

Leisa Johnson, Rudy Johnson and Nancy and
See AVCA, page 8

Above: Nest box volunteers with San Jose Councilmember George Casey and AVCA board member Jane From-
mer. Below: Fishnet Outreach volunteer Rudy Johnson with San Jose Councilmember George Casey and AVCA
board member Jim Johnson.

Make the nice
list — donate
blood this 
holiday season!
Blood donors receive festive
long sleeves “Ugly Sweater”
t‑shirt during November

By Sean Eastwood
Times staff writer

I
t’s the season of giving, and
there’s no better gift than life‐
saving blood donations. 

Throughout November, all Stan‐
ford Blood Center donors will
receive a festive, collectible long‐
sleeve “Ugly Sweater” t‐shirt, just
in time for the winter celebrations.

There is an immediate need for
all blood types, especially type O.
Please help ensure there is blood
available for patients in need by
making an appointment today.

Appointments can be made
online at stanfordbloodcenter.org,
via the SBC app, or by calling 888‐
723‐7831 or texting to 999‐777
to find the closest facility or con‐
venient mobile unit in your com‐
munity. 

Donors should be in good health
with no cold, flu, or COVID‐19
symptoms. Be sure to eat well prior
to donation, drink fluids, and bring
a photo ID. Donors must be at least
17 years of age (or 16 with a par‐
ent or guardian’s consent). 

Eligibility information can be
found at stanfordbloodcenter.
org/eligibility or by calling 888‐
723‐7831. Neysa Fligor (left) and Rishi Kumar are headed to a Dec. 30 runoff for Santa Clara County assessor.
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Candidates
Continued from page 1
is best suited to carry out those reforms.

“I will be the first to tell you that there
are things that need to be improved,” Flig‐
or, an employee in the assessor’s office, told
San José Spotlight. “But I also bring a fresh
perspective, and when I see that change
needs to be made, I’m the first one to say,
let’s figure out how to do this and do it well.”

Since July, Fligor has been serving as assis‐
tant assessor for the agency, helping to over‐
see the office of 250 workers and its $55
million budget. She first joined the asses‐
sor’s office in 2024 as a special assistant to
the assessor.

In contrast, Kumar has a background as
a Silicon Valley tech executive. In the asses‐
sor’s race, he has positioned himself as a
tax hawk with the technical and manageri‐
al chops to lead the assessor’s office in a
new direction.

“We need somebody who is a reformist,
somebody who’s not an insider, and can
reorient the assessor’s office to make it
work for the people,” Kumar told San José
Spotlight.

The race was sparked over the summer
by the retirement of longtime County Asses‐
sor Larry Stone, who held the role for 30
years. The winner will finish out Stone’s
term through the end of 2026, but will then
need to run again for a full four‐year term.

Whoever emerges victorious will take the
helm of an office responsible for assessing

the property values that make up
the county’s more than $700 bil‐
lion real estate and business prop‐
erty rolls. Such assessments have
profound implications for prop‐
erty owners as well as the coun‐
ty’s prospects for gathering prop‐
erty tax revenue.

Fligor has secured Stone’s
endorsement, along with a bevy
of South Bay establishment politi‐
cians, including Congressmember
Sam Liccardo, Assemblymember
Marc Berman and District 4 Coun‐
ty Supervisor Susan Ellenberg.
Kumar has racked up endorse‐
ments from local elected officials, includ‐
ing former Assemblymembers Kansen Chu
and Nora Campos, as well as Cupertino
Mayor Liang Fang.

Fligor’s vote lead is matched by an even
larger funding advantage. So far, she has
raised more than $298,000 through dona‐
tions and loans, according to recent cam‐
paign filings. Kumar has raised roughly
$22,000. He said he has turned down some
donations from special interest groups to
maintain his campaign’s independence.

Fligor — a lawyer who previously worked
for both HP and Santa Clara County — has
criticized Kumar’s credentials, pointing out
that, unlike her, he lacks an official certifi‐
cation as a property tax appraiser. All Cal‐
ifornia assessors are required by law to
obtain the state‐issued certification within
one year of taking office.

“It demonstrates that I already know the

work in the office,” Fligor said. “I’ll be able
to hit the ground running on day one.”

Kumar said he wouldn’t have trouble
obtaining the certification. Regardless,
Kumar made the case that his own experi‐
ence is best suited for the challenges
presently facing the assessor’s office. In par‐
ticular, he argues his years of experience in
the tech sector as a C‐suite executive have
given him the right mix of skills to shep‐
herd forward the intricate process of trans‐
ferring the assessor’s office onto a new com‐
puter system. The long‐awaited modern‐
ization project got underway after the Santa
Clara County Board of Supervisors approved
the purchase of the new system in June.

“We need somebody who understands
modernization,” he said. “When I was part
of IBM, we did modernization. I was a hands
on guy … I was living and breathing that
world for almost 10 years.”

During the campaign, Kumar
has also highlighted his various
efforts to block fee and tax hikes
over the course of his career in
local government. Most recently
that has included the No on Meas‐
ure A Tax Committee, which
Kumar chaired. Santa Clara Coun‐
ty voters on Nov. 4 passed Meas‐
ure A — a five‐eighth cent sales
tax increase intended to fill a
major federal funding gap — with
57% of tallied votes cast in its
favor.

Kumar has attempted to carry
his tax‐skeptical politics into his

platform for assessor as well. His signature
campaign initiative is a plan to sponsor a
state ballot measure to completely elimi‐
nate property taxes for many homeowners
aged 60 and over.

The plan has sparked considerable push‐
back. Fligor calls this campaign strategy
“irresponsible,” noting the county assessor
has no direct authority to set tax policy. But
Kumar argues the assessor’s prominent role
in local politics offers a prime opportunity
to push for the reform.

While Fligor’s vote lead in the November
election is formidable, the runoff campaign
remains competitive, Melinda Jackson, a
San Jose State University political science
professor, said.

“A county assessor race does not get a lot
of attention,” Jackson said. “It will be start‐
ing fresh with a new electorate in Decem‐
ber.”
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Gearing up for
the holiday
season

By Bill Schroh, Jr.
President & CEO
History San José

H
appy November
everyone! As we
gear up for this

Holiday season, I am on
an emotional roller
coaster! October began
with the high of Histo‐
ry San José hosting our
Annual Valley of Heart’s
Delight Fundraiser which not only
raises funds for the museum but
is also a celebration of the histo‐
ry and culture of San Jose. 

More than 200 people joined us
under the Light Tower of History
Park as we celebrated three San
Jose luminaries, San José Jazz Exec‐
utive Director Brendan Rawson
and Community Engagement
Leaders Marianne and Carl Salas
for their incredible work both
onstage and behind the scenes
helping to create the fellowship
and community in San Jose we all
strive for and love!  During the
event I shared some exciting news
about the Sakauye Farmhouse, and

I am happy to finally be able to
share it with all of you!

In partnership with San Jose City
Councilmember Rosemary Kamei,
the Japanese American Museum

of San Jose, and the
Preservation Action
Council San Jose, I am
thrilled to announce that
we have reached our
first fundraising mile‐
stone to be able to move
the Sakauye Farmhouse
to History Park! The
house is no longer in
danger of being demol‐
ished, yet there still is
much work to be done
once the Sakauye Farm‐

house has arrived at History Park!
Now the second phase of fundrais‐
ing begins for the restoration of
the Farmhouse. Please support our
restoration efforts so that we can
prepare the home for use as a
gallery, event space, and class‐
room. I will keep you informed on
the progress of the move!

San José Roots took place on
November 1st at San Pedro Square
Market with thanks to our spon‐
sors, the San Jose Office of Cultural
Affairs, Betty Duong, and StarOne
Credit Union. Once again History
San José, along with our commu‐
nity partners at Mosaic America
and many more, hosted tours of

our historic downtown buildings,
cultural performances, poetry
readings, and community booths
that highlighted the vibrant cul‐
tural heritage of our city. During
this festival we incorporate as
many different traditions as pos‐
sible to show how diverse our
shared community really is. This
blending of cultures has made us
the amazing region we are today.

In contrast to the highs of our
many fall events, the month is end‐
ing with seeing the senseless injury
of one of the most important sym‐
bols of the United States: the White
House. Seeing the East Wing of the
White House destroyed without
the historic preservation commu‐
nity’s involvement makes me stop

and think, what might be next?
This will only make me work hard‐
er to make sure something like
this does not happen in San Jose
without the historic preservation
community’s input! 

Our history and heritage needs
to be preserved, protected, and
celebrated, not erased, distorted,
or destroyed! The History San José
Team will continue the fight to
save and preserve important his‐
toric buildings in San Jose and the
Santa Clara Valley. One of the key
pillars of History San José is the
preservation of historic buildings,
and as many of you know, it’s one
of the reasons History Park was
created! I hope you will join us to
support this worthy cause.

History
San José
Bill Schroh, Jr.

President & CEO



ALMADEN TIMES n NOV. 21 - DEC. 4, 2025 n PAGE 5SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Times Local News

Political newcomer
has entered
District 9 San Jose
city council race

By Keith Menconi
San José Spotlight

N
ext year’s June primary election is
still seven months out, but the bat‐
tle lines are already taking shape in

the District 9 San Jose City Council race.
A relative newcomer to San Jose politics

is stepping in to a crowded field that includes
a well‐established City Hall staffer.

Lifelong District 9 resident Genny Altwer,
a licensed marriage and family therapist
and former police hostage negotiator, is
making the case that her professional back‐
ground and outsider status will position
her well to represent the district, which
covers southwest San Jose.

“I think that our neighbors and our neigh‐
borhoods deserve to have someone on coun‐
cil who gets it,” Altwer, 45, told San José Spot‐
light. “They deserve to have someone who
is getting results and not utilizing excuses.”

With Altwer’s campaign announcement,
so far five candidates have filed paperwork
for the June 2 primary election. The other
candidates are Mauni Jalali, Gordon Chester‐
for, Mike Hennessy and Scott Hughes.

Hughes has served for the past seven years

as chief of staff for the district’s longtime
councilmember, Vice Mayor Pam Foley. Foley,
who has endorsed Hughes, will term out at
the close of 2026 after eight years in office.

Altwer has taken a somewhat unconven‐
tional career path for a potential San Jose
elected official. After earning a degree in
criminal justice from San Jose State Uni‐
versity, she served for 13 years as a sworn
officer with the San Mateo Police Depart‐
ment. During that time, her assignments
saw her carrying out hostage negotiations
and working as a detective investigating
sexual assault cases.

Then she executed a dramatic career pivot.
After observing her law enforcement col‐
leagues struggle with mental health chal‐
lenges, she decided to pursue a career as a
therapist, earning a master’s degree in psy‐
chology. She runs her own therapy practice
in San Jose, where she specializes in treat‐
ing post‐traumatic stress disorder, depres‐
sion and anxiety, especially among first
responders and essential workers, she said.

“My background has been spent solving
problems, and I do that with compassion
and accountability, which is what I think
the residents of San Jose want,” she said.

Altwer, who lives in the Pinehurst neigh‐
borhood with her husband and two daugh‐
ters, serves on San Jose’s Appeals Hearing
Board, which adjudicates code enforcement
cases. She also serves as a board member
of the Branham High School Parent Teacher
Association.

In making the case for his candidacy, Hugh‐
es has highlighted his accomplishments

over his tenure in City Hall. That includes
his work supporting the redevelopment of
Cambrian Park Plaza and the transforma‐
tion of hotels into transitional housing for
homeless people.

In contrast, Altwer argued she will bring
a much needed pair of fresh eyes to local
governance.

“I think anyone who has served in City
Hall for that amount of time is going to have
the lens that they see problems through,”
Altwer said. “My lens is just different being
out here in the community and raising my
family here and having a business here.”

Hughes did not respond to a request for
comment.

Laying out her campaign platform, Altwer
expressed broad support for Mayor Matt
Mahan’s policy agenda, including his efforts
to boost housing affordability, improve pub‐
lic safety and reduce homelessness.

“I think what’s driving me to run for this
position is that I’ve seen the progress that

(Mahan) has made, and it’s inspired me,
because I think he needs a partner like me
on city council to keep moving his policies
forward,” Altwer said.

On the housing front, Altwer said she
would support new housing development
“where it makes sense,” such as along tran‐
sit corridors and in job‐dense areas of the
city, such as downtown.

In addition, she pledged to work to address
the San Jose Police Department’s long‐
standing officer shortage by boosting
recruitment and retention efforts.

She also expressed support for the mayor’s
“Responsibility to Shelter” initiative, which
has stiffened penalties for homeless people
sleeping on the streets. That includes the
possibility of jail time for those who repeat‐
edly reject the city’s offers of shelter.

“I think that compassion also means that
we have to help get people off our streets
and not leave them there,” Altwer said.

Genny Altwer climbed the ranks of the San Mateo Police Department and is a licensed marriage
and family therapist. Now the political newcomer has entered the District 9 San Jose City Council
race. Photo courtesy Ed Caldwell.
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San Jose officials
approve temporary
tobacco shop ban

By Keith Menconi
San José Spotlight

T
he San Jose City Council has enacted a
temporary moratorium blocking the
establishment of new tobacco shops

throughout the city as officials draw up a
long‐term plan to regulate such businesses.

Councilmembers voted unanimously last
week to halt the issuance of new licenses for
local tobacco businesses, including retailers,
smoke shops and smoking lounges. The 45‐
day ban can be extended for up to two years,
according to a city memo. It’s a response to
complaints that some local shops have
become avenues for the illicit sale of con‐
trolled substances, including to minors.

Councilmember Peter Ortiz, who intro‐
duced the moratorium, said these problems
have taken a disproportionate toll on his
own District 5, which encompasses the pre‐
dominantly Latino neighborhoods of East
San Jose. The district includes an especially
high concentration of smoke shops — near‐
ly seven per square mile, according to a coun‐
tywide assessment conducted earlier this
year. That’s twice as high as the rest of Santa
Clara County.

“In too many cases, students can walk past
two to three smoke shops on their way home

from class,” Ortiz said at the meeting. “When
harmful products are sold without oversight,
it’s these same communities already facing
historic disinvestment that bear the highest
consequences.”

Related Stories
The temporary licensing pause gives the city

time to review existing tobacco regulations
and consider how they might be strength‐
ened to end illegal sales and unpermitted
operations, according to city officials. The
updated rules could increase fines for infrac‐
tions. In addition, they might also introduce
density controls to limit how many smoke
shops are permitted in a single city district.

Other elected leaders echoed Ortiz’s call
for urgent action, including Mayor Matt
Mahan, who said boosting the city’s enforce‐
ment efforts will also be key to reigning in
bad actors.

“At the end of the day, unless we ensure
consistent application of the rules and actu‐
al consequences … it’s very hard to change
behavior,” Mahan said.

A group of councilmembers — including
Ortiz, Domingo Candelas, Pamela Campos,
George Casey and David Cohen — first pro‐
posed the moratorium in May. In making
their case for the measure, they warned the
city has seen a rise in the number of com‐
plaints about unlicensed tobacco business‐
es in recent years.

Santa Clara County officials support San
Jose’s latest effort to clamp down on tobac‐
co products. In a letter sent to councilmem‐
bers, County Executive James Williams
applauded the moratorium and urged city
officials to consider even stricter regulations.

“While the City’s current tobacco policies
provide protections in certain settings, impor‐

tant gaps persist that put residents at risk,”
Williams wrote.

San Jose has been tightening regulations
on tobacco retailers for years. In 2022, the
city banned the sale of flavored tobacco and
e‐cigarettes to discourage their use by young
people. Last year officials introduced a per‐
mitting system intended to more closely
monitor shops for the sale of illicit drugs.

The city has tracked rising incidents of ille‐
gal sales from local storefronts of prohibit‐
ed items, like flavored tobacco, synthetic
cannabis products and nitrous oxide used
for recreational consumption, often referred
to as “whippets.”

Of the 101 businesses that have sparked
complaints from residents related to such
illicit sales, 30 were operating without a
tobacco retail license, Deputy Code Enforce‐
ment Director Rachel Roberts told coun‐
cilmembers.

Councilmembers also voted unanimously
Tuesday to join other jurisdictions in ban‐
ning the sale of nitrous oxide products mar‐
keted for recreational use. Supporters of the
ban point to the negative health risks of the
inhalable narcotic and warn that the dis‐
posable canisters used to distribute nitrous
oxide gas are often left on the ground, con‐
tributing to the city’s litter problem.

It’s illegal to sell nitrous oxide for recre‐
ational use in California. However, because
the substance has legitimate uses as well,
including for medical and dental treatments,
products that contain the gas exist in a legal
gray area that critics say offers opportuni‐
ties for widespread abuse.

Critics say the high density of tobacco retailers in East San Jose has jeopardized the health of
residents in the predominantly Latino neighborhood. Photo by Keith Menconi.



Winter rain is
here - be alert,
be flood safe

By Shiloh Ballard
Valley Water Board Director, 

District 2

A
s we enter the rainy season, I
want to highlight an important
seasonal reminder: flood risk is

real, and preparation matters. Flood‐
ing can happen even in years that seem
dry. Sudden storms or back‐to‐back
weather systems can overwhelm
creeks and cause damage with little
warning.

Earlier this year, Valley Water shared
an update on the progress of Phase 1
of the Coyote Creek Flood Protection
Project. This work includes over 8,500
feet of floodwalls between Old Oakland Road and
Interstate 280, designed to help manage higher
water flows during storms and releases from
Anderson Dam. While this infrastructure is a major
step forward, it's just part of a broader effort to
reduce flood risk in our community.

Across the country, we've seen how intense
weather events and flooding can strike with little
warning and catch communities off guard. Valley
Water works year‐round to reduce flood risks and
respond to emergencies by coordinating with part‐

ner agencies to protect lives and property, but we
all need to take steps to be ready. 

Parts of Santa Clara County are susceptible to
flooding every year, with any chance of storms.
While Valley Water's flood protection projects
have improved flood protection for more than
100,000 parcels, there are still about 66,000 parcels
that are in the FEMA flood zone. I invite you to
visit Valley Water’s flood preparedness portal, val‐
leywater.org/floodready, to find out if your Santa

Clara County home or business is in a
FEMA‐designated Special Flood Haz‐
ard Areas (SFHAs). If your property
is in an area shown on FEMA’s flood
maps, you are at high risk for flood‐
ing during a 1 percent flood event, or
a flood that has a 1 percent chance of
occurring in any given year. 

Also, whether you are in a FEMA
SFHA or not, one of the most effective
steps you can take to stay safe is sign‐
ing up for emergency alerts at
AlertSCC.com. These alerts provide
real‐time updates during all sorts of
emergencies and give you time to
respond. Have every member of your

household register today.
Finally, if a storm is coming and you are in an

area at high risk, you can use sandbags to protect
your home or business. Valley Water offers free,
filled sandbags for residents of Santa Clara Coun‐
ty from November 1 through April 15 of each year.
You can locate the nearest location of free filled
sandbags and learn how to stack sandbags prop‐
erly at valleywater.org/floodready. 

Let's start getting ready now and make sure we
are alert and flood safe together.
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Waymo launches at SJC as part
of Bay Area expansion

By William Bellou
Publisher 

S
an José Mineta International Air‐
port (SJC) is now serving  Way‐
mo’s public passengers,  making

SJC the first commercial, internation‐
al airport in California — and the sec‐
ond in the world — to welcome fully
autonomous ride‐hailing to its termi‐
nals. 

This roll‐out is part of Waymo’s Bay
Area expansion, as the company begins
serving San José and the broader SF
Bay service area.

The initial Waymo service area will
primarily serve Central San José
(including Santana Row and Westfield
Valley Fair, the Rosemary Gardens,
Newhall, College Park and Cory neigh‐
borhoods) and Waymo intends to
expand to include downtown and more
of the City over time.

Passengers traveling through the offi‐
cial Airport of Silicon Valley can hail a
Waymo autonomous vehicle via the
Waymo app upon landing. The vehi‐
cle will arrive at one of SJC’s two Ground
Transportation Centers – in Terminal
A or B – to dispatch the passenger to
the destination of their choice within

the San Francisco Bay Area service
area. 

“Waymo’s arrival at San José Mine‐
ta International Airport demonstrates
our City’s commitment to innovation
and world‐class service,” said San José
City Manager Jennifer Maguire. “This
partnership offers travelers a new level
of convenience while reflecting the val‐
ues and ingenuity that drive Silicon
Valley.”

“Whether you’re taking a ten‐minute
ride from San Jose Mineta International
Airport to Levi’s Stadium or headed
up 280 to San Francisco, there could‐
n’t be a better moment for Waymo’s
autonomous vehicles to expand across
the Bay Area,” said San José Mayor Matt
Mahan. “For decades, our region has
shaped the future — and Waymo
reflects that same spirit of innovation.
With San José at the center of the

See WAYMO, next page

Valley Water
Report

By Shiloh Ballard
VWB Director, District 2

Times Local News

San José Mineta International Airport first commercial
airport in California to offer fully autonomous rides 
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Waymo
Continued from previous page
biggest sporting events of 2026,
we’re helping deliver the most tech‐
nologically advanced Super Bowl
and World Cup experience ever.
When travelers land at SJC next year,
they won’t just be arriving in Cali‐
fornia — they’ll be stepping into the
future of mobility and entertain‐

ment.” 
“SJC will play a critical part in serv‐

ing the region during the upcom‐
ing holiday travel season and major
sporting events in 2026, and Waymo
is an ideal mode of transportation
to help visitors move around the
area smoothly and safely,” said SJC
Director of Aviation Mookie Patel.
“Waymo’s presence at SJC speaks
to the ease and simplicity of the Air‐
port’s design and layout and the

local infrastructure that supports
Waymo’s technology.”

The Airport’s two fixed‐base
operators, as well as several cor‐
porate aviation tenants, serve the
business aviation needs of Silicon
Valley; corporate and general avi‐
ation traffic represents more than
a quarter of aircraft operations at
SJC. For more information and to
connect with SJC on social media,
visit flysanjose.com.  

AVCA
Continued from page 1
Troy Stenstrom are also being hon‐
ored, who have each spent count‐
less hours over many years to help
the local charity Fishnet Outreach
provide food to people in need. In
addition, Leisa enjoys volunteer‐
ing to help Park Rangers and main‐
tenance staff in Santa Clara Coun‐
ty parks with various maintenance
projects, as well as volunteering
with Hospice of the Valley to spend
time visiting with those
in their final weeks and
days of life.

This annual event was
well attended, and
guests expressed appre‐
ciation for opportunity
to meet the honorees
and learn about what
they do.  They also said
they enjoyed the
refreshments over and
above the normal meet‐
ing refreshments.  

The Almaden Valley
Community Association

(AVCA) is a nonpartisan, volun‐
teer‐led organization dedicated to
helping residents understand and
engage with the neighborhood
issues that impact everyday life.
Through open, educational forums
and respectful dialogue, we con‐
nect residents with local leaders,
subject‐matter experts, and diverse
viewpoints 

Editor’s note: More details and
photos about the honoree groups
will be provided in a future article
in the Almaden Times newspaper.  

Pioneer High School BioSITE program team with San Jose Councilmember
George Casey and AVCA board member Gary Hector 

Community and Fishnet Outreach volunteer Leisa
Johnson with San Jose Councilmember George
Casey and AVCA President Michele Dexter.
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Equine businesses
concerned about
possible future 
zoning changes in
unincorporated
Santa Clara County

By William Bellou
Publisher

D
ana De Frates owns 15 horses at De
Frates Horsemanship, an equestrian
business where she and her husband

operate in Gilroy. She said she’s worried
about possible zoning changes. 

It’s a 10‐acre piece of land that Dana De
Frates and her husband Jason call their “lit‐
tle patch of heaven.”  The couple moved
from Half Moon Bay to Gilroy eight years
ago.

De Frates’ purchased land zoned for agri‐
cultural use in unincorporated Santa Clara
County for their business De Frates Horse‐
manship whose mission is to educate peo‐
ple on how to become better horse own‐
ers.

Riders bring their equines from across
the Bay Area to learn new skills, get advice
on caring for their animals or rekindle the
sense of childlike wonder they experienced
with a new horse at the De Frates ranch.

Anxiety and uncertainty are mounting
among the De Frates family and other equine
business owners in southern Santa Clara
County, as officials re‐evaluate what types
of development and operations are per‐
mitted in rural and agricultural zones in
unincorporated areas. Many horse enthu‐
siasts are particularly troubled by a draft
proposal that would change rural zoning
codes, seemingly removing horses from the
definition of livestock and no longer allow‐
ing stables in the “ag exclusive” zone.

“My initial response was panic,” said De
Frates, whose business is situated in the
area affected by the proposed changes.

Santa Clara County officials state that the
amendments aim to standardize, clarify,
and streamline current regulations; bolster

agricultural viability and land preservation;
and uphold the region’s rural character.
Businesses properly permitted under the
existing code would be able to continue
operating, while the county considers an
“amnesty program” for those needing to
come into compliance.

Still, although De Frates has adhered to
all guidelines and regulations, she remains
concerned about her future. County author‐
ities have indicated that any new or expand‐
ed property uses must comply with the
revised zoning codes, potentially affecting
her plans to offer breeding services, retire
horses, and create a world‐class training
facility.

“I’m disappointed at the prospect of los‐
ing these opportunities—it feels like a let‐

down for our government to restrict me,”
De Frates shared. “I want to make a posi‐
tive impact, help others, bring happiness,
and foster meaningful connections between
people and their horses.”

Tyler Flippo, owner of Coyote Canyon
Ranch in Morgan Hill, fears that the changes
could jeopardize his entire business. He
boards 50 to 60 horses and farms 200 acres
in the Coyote Valley, including hay pro‐
duction for another venture. Flippo recount‐
ed trying to obtain a permit ten years ago
when he founded the ranch but found the
$10,000 price tag prohibitive—a common
issue among southern Santa Clara County
operators who work without permits due
to high fees.

“We’re caught in a difficult situation: we
want to comply with the law, but the process
is unattainable, leaving us cornered,” Flip‐
po explained.

Over the past month, the county has host‐
ed several meetings to collect feedback on
the proposal. Martha McNiel, director of
the nonprofit DreamPower Horsemanship,
attended multiple sessions and observed
widespread confusion surrounding the
issue.

“There are many unintended conse‐
quences I don’t think county officials antic‐
ipated,” McNiel commented.

Most equine businesses acknowledge the
value of preserving agricultural lands but
remain apprehensive about unexpected
outcomes that could threaten both their
livelihoods and their community.
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Mausoleum Crypt for sale Gutter Cleaning/Roof Repair

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

Jewelry

Painting

I Buy Comic Books.
Cash Paid. Alex 
(408) 393‑1385

Buy/Sell

TimesClassifieds

Employment

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST
Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's in

International Trade related. $62421/yr, 
Pumyang Shipping America

Inc., 3494 Depot Rd, 
Hayward, CA 94545

Reflections Mausoleum 
For sale 254C double crypt in the beauti-
ful Refections Mausoleum at Los Gatos
Memorial Park. The crypt is a perfect
location, just above eye level.  Price:
29,500. The Cemetery will make all

transfers. (408) 455- 8696 Tony Ranieri;
OneGolfingWino@gmail.com

Shoe Repair

LIVING HOPE 
APOSTOLIC MIN-
ISTRIES
https://www.
livinghopeam.org
2650 Aborn Rd. 
San Jose, CA 95135
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Bible Study” (Group
Study Room) every
Saturday at 12:00pm
OUR MISSION: Evan-
gelizing our commu-
nity and the world
with the gospel of
Jesus Christ. OUR
MINISTRY:  Training
ministers on how to
use their love for God
to reach those in
need of His love.
OUR PASSION:
Transforming lives
within our community
with God’s love.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave.
San Jose, CA 95120.
The Rev. Shelley
Booth Denney, Rector
Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful
followers of Jesus
Christ. Through wor-
ship, study, fellow-

ship and outreach,
we strive to nur ture
and grow a strong
faith community of
believers, a family of
all ages, where each
member feels wel-
comed, loved, valued
and empowered to
serve. Children are
especially welcomed
and cherished as an
important par t of
God's family.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsan-
jose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum"
the English meaning is
"Peace be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who
are Muslims, and what
is the Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and
way of life. Islam
began in the 7th centu-
ry. People who follow
Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is
the Divine book that
guides Muslims to

practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English
meaning is " May Allah
(swt) protect you and
your family".
Please visit our website
to learn more.

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.Com
408-274-1200 
See you on Facebook.
2650 Aborn Rd at
Kettmann, across from
the Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 55 years. 
John Goldstein Pastor.
john@GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.com. Christian
worship every Sunday
at 11am. Together we
build better lives and a
better community.
Music Institute
(408)791 7772. After
School Piano, Violin,
Other classical Instru-
ments.
PreSchool, Ages 2-6
Caring for your child
with God’s love and
affection.
Check our website for
current activities.

HOLY SPIRIT
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our

promise to our mem-
bers. If you are looking
for an active Christian
faith community, we
invite you to experience
Holy Spirit Parish Com-
munity. All are wel-
come! We are located
at 1200 Redmond
Avenue, San Jose, CA
95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m.
Monday - Friday. Our
weekend Mass sched-
ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 6
p.m. Rite of Reconcilia-
tion is every Saturday
at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our
Parish Office is open
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
and Friday 9:00 a.m. -
3:00 p.m. Call 408-
997-5100 for recorded
information or 408-
997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. 

SAN JOSE 
GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148

The word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or
"student." A Sikh is a
practitioner of the faith
founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak
in Punjab of old British
India.  A Guru who is a
"teacher" or "enlighten-
er" completes the rela-
tionship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of
all men and women.
Sikhs believe in three
basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of
God (praying), earning
a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor
with others. Currently
there  are close to one
million Sikhs living in
the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs
living around the world.
Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome
all. We pray daily for
peace and prosperity
for everybody in the
world.  Come to visit
and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365
days of the year and
serves complementary
vegetarian meals.  We
also encourage you to
enter our history room

on site and walk the
beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us
and community events
we sponsor by visiting
our website;
http://www. SanJose-
Gurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF
ASSISI CATHOLIC
CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd.,
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1770
www.sfoasj.com
We invite you to join
our community of faith
located in the Ever-
green area of San
Jose. We are an inclu-
sive diverse communi-
ty striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus
Christ in the footsteps
of St. Francis, offering
prayerful and joyful
liturgies, evangeliza-
tion, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community.
We offer spiritual
opportunities for all
ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O Jr. High,
I.G.N.I.T.E. High
School, & North Star
Young Adult Ministries,
along with small faith
communities and
opportunities to help
the poor and marginal-
ized of San Jose.
Our Chapel, Gathering

Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
sion Center, Parish Gift
Shop, and Memorial
Garden are all located
at 5111 San Felipe Rd.
Please come join us in
worship at any of the
following times in our
Chapel: Weekdays (M-
Sa) at 8:30 AM; Satur-
days at 4:00 PM (Eng-
lish) and 5:30 PM
(Vietnamese); Sundays
at 8:00 AM (English),
10:00 AM (English),
12:00 PM (English),
4:00 PM (Vietnamese),
and 6:00 PM Youth
Mass (English). The
Villages Gated Com-
munity also features a
Mass on Sundays at
8:15 AM at the Cribari
Auditorium.
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Office open
M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00
PM. Come join us and

share your presence
with us so that together
we may grow and
share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

To place a worship 

listing, email 

times@

timesmediainc.com



By Sean Eastwood
Time staff writer

U
.S. Representative Jimmy Panetta, a
member of the House Ways and
Means and Budget Committees, and

House Budget Committee Chairman Jodey
Arrington (TX‐19) have introduced a bill to

prevent future government shutdowns
Prevent Government Shutdowns Act of

2025 is a bipartisan bill that would force
Congress to stay in Washington, D.C. until
they reach an agreement on a budget.
Companion legislation was introduced in
the Senate by U.S. Senator James Lank‐

ford (R‐OK).
“As I’ve seen throughout my limited time

in Congress, and as our nation has seen this
past month, federal government shutdowns
hurt working families,” said Rep. Panetta.
“The Prevent Government Shutdowns Act
would prevent either party from walking
away from the negotiating table and ensure
that Congress works together to fund our
government. It’s a commonsensical and
straightforward piece of bipartisan legis‐

lation that, unfortunately, is needed at times
like this to ensure that Congress does its
job.”

Upon a lapse in government funding, the
Prevent Government Shutdowns Act would
implement an automatic continuing reso‐
lution (CR), on rolling 14‐day periods, based
on the most current spending levels enact‐
ed in the previous fiscal year.  This would
prevent a shutdown and continue critical
services and operations.

ALMADEN TIMES n NOV. 21 - DEC. 4, 2025 n PAGE 11SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Times Local News

Rep. Panetta co-leads bipartisan, bicameral 
effort to prevent future government shutdowns
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