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Now is the perfect
time to prepare for
colder months.

Aspen 5 ft. DINING TABLE DINING TABLE SET
ith 4 Chairs & Bench }2 439.98 with 6 Chairs $1,379.9
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PROPANE AVAILABLE : Ensure your furnace is ready by scheduling a professional inspection.
WE HAVE ALL SIZES  Symbmi Y sy iy ¢
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1 This proactive step not only enhances efficiency, but also prevents unexpected 1
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TOOLS ¢ GIFTS * HOUSEHOLD ¢ FURNITURE: LIVING ROOM o éEDROOM * DINING
(00
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i . Got Questions?
. . . Located north of Aitk toplight
B IR o Daysavieek 116 Call 218-820-2254

—Opens Friday, November 28 —
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FOLLOW US ON
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SHIFT CLINI Let’s work together to find the solution that’s right for you.

Schedule your first appointment by Dec. 5, 2025 and receive a FREE Consultation (Up to 15 Minutes)

INTE G RATIVE ME D I CINE ¢ In Person or TeleHealth Access (online health consultation) ® Doctor-grade supplements delivered to your door

Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith e 23 West Main Street, Crosby ¢ www.askdrsmith.com e fPae)reisyEie 705
Chiropractic ® Acupuncture ¢ Massage ® NeuroMetabolic Care ® Guided Weight Loss ¢ Slim Laser ¢ Magnesphere Resonance Therapy ¢ PEMF

LIMIFTED TS | LIMITTED QUANTITIES
371 FURNITURE & MAHRES

DOORBUSTERE

Select Twin Headboards
Regular Price: $198

Mattressesisoldreamy$vouilifcancell
WARNING: This sale might cause excessive . W\ [dinnentolgolbackitolbed!
lounging. Proceed with caution! :

Dining Table Set
Regular Price: |\

Dining Table Sets that actually make you want to eat at
the table (instead of the couch). Bonus: Will even survive Potomac Mattress
that one relative who thinks they're a “food critic.” Individually Encased Coil Springs
includes Copper Performance
Foam and 5-Zone Contour Foam

: Queen Plush or Firm
DOORBUSTER , Regular Price: $1,399
Select Benches ' - s
Regular Price: |

$298 - $498

Hillsdale Mattress
Plush or Firm
Queen Regular
Price: $799

Easy, Convenient
Financing!*
Scan to apply for a

Synchrony HOME Credit Card

DOORBUSTER

Select Office Desks % :"...- Queen Bed- Regular Price: $498
Regular Price: $498 L (12 e ]

Buy It Today...
Have It Today!**

2 Miles North of Baxter on 371 A
16413 HWY 371, Brainerd, MN 56401 § ;:... | . ‘ ; J morn i ngs:

371FURNITURE ~ 2f2e0z0 o
oma;':“d & MATTRESS Mon - Sat 9-5, Sun 11-4

operated **In-stock items only.
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Need honest leadership on education

November

22nd - Northland Arboretum Holiday Market 9 a.m. — 3 p.m. with over 30 local vendors offering a wide
variety of gifts, handmade goods, crafts, and seasonal products, you're sure to find something spe-
cial for everyone on your list.

23rd - Riverwood Healthcare Center’s Auxiliary 40th Annual Lights of Love ceremony at 1 p.m. in the
Aitkin Clinic lobby. Community members are invited to purchase a light for the Christmas tree with a
minimum donation of $5 in honor or memory of someone special while supporting Oauxiliary fund-
raising efforts. Donation forms are available online and at Riverwood’s main lobby and cafeteria. A
scroll of names will remain on display beside the decorated trees through the end of the year.

27th - Free Thanksgiving Community Meal, Staples, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m., register www.eventbrite.
com/e/19580258911497aff=oddtdtcreator

28th - Nisswa City of Lights downtown Nisswa start at 12 p.m. Sip cider by the bonfire, savor sweet
treats, hop on a cozy train ride, and share a magical moment with Santa himself. End the night with
fireworks painting the winter sky — the perfect start to the season.

28th - World Famous Fish House Parade in Aitkin, 1 p.m., 5K Fun Run/Walk 8 a.m.-10 a.m. Fish House
5K Fun Run / Walk. Also 10 a.m.- 12 p.m. Meet & Greet with Santa Claus, 10 a.m.- 3 p.m. Craft &
Bake Sale Market by Aitkin County Friends of the Arts both at Ripple Center 301 Minnesota Ave. N.

28th - Mille Lacs Trails & Aitkin Sno-Drifters Vintage Snowmobile Show, 10 a.m.- 3 p.m. on 3rd Street
between Minnesota Ave. North and 1st Ave. NE

29th - Holiday Parade of Lights at 5:30 p.m. in Staples

December

2nd - Cuyuna Regional Medical Center Tree of Love Lighting at 3 p.m. in the hospital’s main lobby.

4th - Holiday Gingerbread Houses, 5 p.m., in Staples

4th - Christmas Vendor Bingo at American Legion Post 86, Aitkin, 5 - 8 p.m., registration starts at 5 p.m.

4th & 5th - Annual MN Adult & Teen Challenge Christmas Concert 6 p.m. Heritage Church in Brainerd,
Register https://www.mntc.org/event/brainerd-christmas-concert-thursday/

4th, 5th & 6th - Sensory Friendly Holiday Visit with Santa Claus at Northland Arboretum with adjust
lighting, calming music, visual supports, adapted activities with a experienced trained Santa for neu-
rodivergent children and their families. Register by Dec. 1 for your time slot a https:/sites.google.
com/isd181.org/santa-at-the-arboretum/home?authuser=0 or contact 218-454-9264 or pbecsenso-
ryfriendlyevents @ gmail.com.

5th - Aitkin County Historical Society Cookie Walk at 20 Pacific Street SW in Aitkin starting at 9 a.m.

5th - Tree Lighting Ceremony at Mall Plaza in downtown Crosby. Hosted by the Cuyuna Lakes Chamber.
Call 218-546-8131 for additional information.

5th - Free photos with Santa at Fleet Farm, 14114 Dellwood Dr. N., Baxter, 4 - 7 p.m.

5th - Whoville in Crosslake Town Square, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Free photoswith Santa & Mrs. Claus.

5th - Jack Klatt will perform at the Grassroots Concerts, 7 p.m. at the Journey Church, 5459 Lakers Lane
(next to the school in Nisswa.) His unique sound defies genre with influences that pull from a wide
range of American music, from rhythm and blues and early rock and roll, to country and folk music.

Send your community events information to hopper@croshyironton.net
or send us a message via www.NewsHopper.net/contact/
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$45 adults, $17 kids (4-11),
‘ 3 & under Free

Call Now 218-678-4644

to reserve your spot!

GGI‘WIg Stal:wm,: Rosemary & Sage Broasted Turkey with Cranberry-
Jalapefio Relish, Triple Smoked Dark Cherrywood Bone-in Ham, Slow Roasted
Rosemary and Sea Salt Prime Rib with Au Jus & Creamy Horseradish

1 /] o
GMS 8@&15(1 (Bar GMS S(des . Mascarpone Mashed
Potatoes with Creamy Mushroom Gravy, Winter Squash Agrodolce Sweet

Potato Streusel Casserole with Crispy
Coconut, Charred Brussel Sprouts with
Bacon & Maple-bourbon Glaze, Spinach &
Artichocke Dip with Tortilla Chips, Crusted
Rosemary Scalloped Potatoes, Four
Cheese Mac & Cheese, Gruyere & Fontina
Cheese Corn Casserole, Fresh Baked Sweet
Potato Rolls, Peel & Eat Shrimp with Cocktail Sauce, Smoked Salmon and
Lake Trout by Northern Waters Smokehaus

@%Serbs: Apple Pumpkin Pecan Crisp with Vanilla Ice Cream, Vanilla
Creme Brule, Flourless Chocolate Torte, Assortment of Fruit & Cream Pies

Craft Vendors 10 a.m.-3'p.m. (Ballroom Upper Level)
Visit Santa 11 a.m.-3 p.m. (The Garage)
Cookie Decorating 12-2 p.m. $4 (The Garage)
Grab Lunch At Ruby’s On The Lake
Spa Specials 9 a.m.-5 p.m. (Bay Lake Salon & Spa)
Christmas Shopping Fun 9 a.m.-5 p.m. (The Garage)

‘et Ruttger's do all the holiday cooking & cleaning!

L] ,
Host Your Holidays at Ruttger's
Call 218-678-4626 to book your
office hollday party/gatherlng.‘

, BOOK/ArFUN POOL‘PARTY "\ Pool Punch Passes
< available for purchase at

= the Front Desk
The Garage

Winter Hours Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Sunday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

dlike a persona\ Bear Pine Bar & Ruby's

ul
phiar :’r\:; experience please Serving Ruby's Menu
ShoEh tact Miranda at Thursday 4 p.m. - 8 p.m.
;:gnG‘?B 4673 or email Friday 11 a.m .- 8 p.m.
mlfanda caddy@ruttgers: .com S B
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Monday-Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. - Sunday by Appointment

25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood 2
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218-678-2885 « ruttgers.com

Governor Tim Walz’s recent
remarks ataTexas conference—
where he made several claims
about Minnesota’s education
system that intentionally do
not align with reality—offer a
glimpse into a broader pattern in
his leadership. These comments
were deliberate lies and they
illustrate a consistent effort to
present Minnesota’s challenges
as though they are successes,
relying on polished narratives
rather than straightforward
honesty. This pattern has de-
fined much of his tenure and
continues to frustrate families,
educators, and communities
who are grappling with the
consequences of problems he
so often minimizes.

A central shortcoming of
Walz's leadership has been his
habit of promising comprehen-
sive solutions while delivering
programs that are partial or
incomplete. His description of
Minnesota as having “universal
pre-K,” despite the state offering
only a limited Voluntary Pre-K
program that serves a relative-
ly small share of children, is
another deceptive tactic. His
tendency to overstate progress
creates confusion for families
and undermines trust in the
state’s ability to deliver on its
commitments. Minnesotans de-
serve clarity, not the impression
that longstanding goals have
already been achieved when
they have not.

This same choice to pres-
ent lies as truth appeared in
Walz's comments about stu-
dent achievement. Despite

significant declines in reading,
math, and science scores in
recent years, he portrayed the
state’s academic performance as
improving. Families and educa-
tors, however, know that many
students are struggling more
than ever, and they face the con-
sequences of these setbacks ev-
ery day in classrooms across the
state. When a governor glosses
over such declines, it signals
a leadership style that prefers
optimistic, and deliberately in-
accurate, messaging rather than
honestly reporting difficulties
and charting a path forward.
That same unwillingness to face
reality is how enormous fraud
schemes—totaling more than a
billion dollars in losses—were
able to occur under his admin-
istration’s watch. When you
ignore, or hide, the obvious, you
invite disaster.

The Governor’s selective use
of data similarly extends to
issues such as absenteeism and
graduation rates. While he high-
lighted a slight improvement in
absenteeism and celebrated a
record-high graduation rate,
these claims lack the broad-
er context needed to under-
stand what is truly happening.
Chronic absenteeism remains
far worse than before the pan-
demic, and graduation numbers
lose their meaning when so
many students are not meeting
grade-level expectations. Spik-
ing the football on graduation
rates while students leave high
school unprepared for the real
world is another example of
what happens when leadership

refuses to confront what is
plainly in front of us. Presenting
statistics without context distorts
the picture and allows systemic
issues to go unaddressed.

Taken together, these exam-
ples from the Texas conference
reveal a larger shortcoming:
Walz’s leadership defaults to
purposeful and dishonest re-
porting in order to portray a
much better image than the
reality. Whether the issue is edu-
cation, public safety, economic
strain, or oversight failures that
enabled large-scale fraud, Min-
nesotans frequently encounter
a narrative from their governor
that does not match their day-to-
day reality. Painting a political
picture that is not based on
facts erodes confidence and
makes it more difficult to rally
public support for meaningful
solutions.

Minnesota has long prided it-
selfon strong schools and strong
institutions, but rebuilding that
strength requires leadership
grounded in transparency and
accountability. Minnesotans are
notasking for perfect outcomes,
only for honest assessments
and a clear-eyed willingness to
address problems head-on. If
Governor Walz wants to lead
the state forward effectively,
he must begin by replacing
reassuring rhetoric with candid
acknowledgment of the reality
of the situation and then work
forward towards actual solu-
tions.

Rep. Ron Kresha,

Co-Chair of the House Edu-

cation Finance Committee

Directors:

Sorensen-Root-Thompson

Funeral Home & Cremation Services
Aitkin, MN
218-927-2614

Jason Brezinsky
=Y Jerry Thompson ¢ Tud Brezinsky

McGregor Funeral Home
& Cremation Services

www.srtfunerval.com

McGregor, MN
218-768-3136
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Your Comfort is Our Priority!

Callus for

cabin
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when it matters most.

winterization

service

218-330-1727/cell

| Proudly serving the Lakes "Ar‘ea .
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Serving Central Minnesota | 218-927-¢777 =\
/! Phone 1-866-383-3639 (1-866-DUFFNEY)
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Flammable « Caution Wammg Danger « Poisonous ¢ Toxnc «Explosive «

Never dump household hazardous waste such as pesticides,
fertilizers, paint or solvents down the toilet, down the drain,
into a storm drain, open waterway or ditch.

Beyond posing a threat to our health and environment,

such dumping is illegal.

Poisonous « Toxic sExplosive « Reactive « Flammable « Caution « Warning

Crow Wing County
Household Hazardous Waste Facility
OPEN p.m. Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
November Ist to April 30th
Automotive ¢ Paint « Home Improvement « Workshop

Crafts « Lawn « Garden « Household Cleaners
Read the Warning Labels: A product has one or more hazardous properties, if it shows the
single words: Corrosive, Flammable, Caution, Warning, Danger, Poisonous, Toxic, Explosive or
Reactive. It does not become any less hazardous when you throw it away.
Please Note: The Household Hazardous Waste Facility
DOES NOT ACCEPT Florescent Light Bulbs, Business or Farm Hazardous Waste.

The Collection Site is at the Landfill
Nine Miles Southwest of Crosby

on Highway 210

For more information call
Crow Wing County Land Services at 218-824-1010.
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GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast
free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’
programs help veterans find
work or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-
1046. (mcn)

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduction!
Call Veteran Car Donations
at 1-888-429-2331 today!
(mcn)

NewsHopper™

November 22, 2025

N THE CLI-\SSIFIEDS'

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility
with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information
kit! Call 844-716-2411. (mcn)

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or
SUV to assist the blind and
visually impaired. Arrange a
swift, nocost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous tax
credit for 2025. Call Heritage
for the Blind Today at 1-855
977-7030 today! (mcn)

— Plan Ahead for the Holidays —

Early Dec.

- Jan. Deadline

Monday, November 24
Send your ads, photos, stories a_nd community events to
hopper@croshyironton.net

STOP OVERPAYING FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE! A
recent study shows that a
majority of people struggle
to pay for health coverage.
Let us show you how much
you can save. Call Now
for a no-obligation quote:
1-888-772-8454. You will
need to have your zip code
to connect to the right pro-
vider. (mcn)

ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Discover
Oxygen Therapy That Moves
with You with Inogen Porta-
ble Oxygen Concentrators.

OFFERING $3,000 REWARD
for recovery of gold coins
lost at Fairmont, MN post
office on or about August
24, 2025. 1-10z. proof U.S.
gold eagle 1987, in box, 14
- .10 oz. gold eagles, dated
2016, .5 oz. gold eagle, 2017
PR-70 and other items. Send
information to P.O. Box 697,
Fairmont, MN 56031 or call

507-399-9982. (mcn

SAFES

NEW AND
USED SAFES
FOR SALE -

s HEALTH & MEDICAL
AUTOMOBILES AUTEZ'::?'“‘ED HEALTH & MEDICAL - NMisceooANEOUS SERVICES

GOT JUNK? CALL THE
JUNK REMOVAL EXPERTS
AT 218-833-9664 OR VISIT
US AT elitejunkprosmn.
com FREE ESTIMATES wss

W ANTED

BUYING AND SELLING
SILVER BARS, silver dol-
lars, rare coins, gold jew-
elry, any gold-silver items,
collector coins, currency.44
years in business. | have
a $1,500,000 line of credit
and own 1,475 acres of land
near Ormsby. Kuehl’s Coins,
Fairmont, MN. 507-235-

FREE information kit. Call
1-833-650-5916. (mcn)

HoME SERVICES

Don’t Pay For Covered
Home Repairs Again! Our
home warranty covers ALL

Safe repair and 3886/507-399-9982. (mcn)

locked safes
opened o
Heavy and light
duty gun safes
and vault doors
on hand e High

A GREAT place to live and work! ®

Over 50 Years of Values Based Care, < Customer Service - Anficipating

Serving the Aitkin Communii’y: needs and exceeding expectations

< Atfitude - Having fun and
working hard while giving

Live at Aicota:

* Short Term Rehab/Recovery 100% to our residents MAJOR SYSTEMS AND Security safes for / ,
* Long Term Living . . old and silver
- Long ferm | & Respect - Supporiing and APPLIANCES. We stand by g

e understcmdil;\g that we are our service and if we can’t 320-360-5431 w52 ’

* Respite Care
Work at Aicota:

* Nursing Assistant (free training)
* Social Wellness

all unique and special fix it, we’ll replace it! Pick the
plan that fits your budget!

Call: 1-833-816-2128. (mcn)
WATER & FIRE DAMAGE

POWERFUL SAVINGS witH

# Excellence - Emphasizing quality
and striving to always be better
tomorrow than we are today

GENERAC

* RN/LPN
< Stewardship - Maximizing RESTORATION. Our trusted w FREE estimates - —
precious resources and ensuring professionals will restore = Financing available : =
we use them to their fullest your home to protect your :gzll;'\loelr?yDﬁEgiatiia;:nkl;zg%v;Sice _-_ e
Aicota Health Care Center & Assisted Living fa?1 ' l'yCaIT 24/3’70l1f823 n; ?és w Family and locally owned and operated GENERAC
e value! Ca : 1-833-879- [ i =
850 2nd Street NW « Aitkin, MN 556431 i C|/EARBROOK 304 :
. 1480. Mold Remediationser- | g} ECTRIC Parts & ,_abo, Automatic
HeaLTH care center | 218.927.2164 « www.aicota.com vices are also available! (NC | sa'Es AND SERVIGE Z, Warranty S Standby Generator
218.776-3995 — AT Terms & Conditions apply. Call for details.
Randy Wetenkamp & Tommy Lewis

Donate Your Vehicle

Call (888) 429-2331 to donate
your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

9th

ANNUAL

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.
H Free Pickup & Towing.
m Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle Today

s "
Aitki Sontrs&MllLa Trail - - L
-
! in n rirte e = alls www.veterancardonations.org/dnt4 Veteran Car Donations
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or
recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (888) 429-2331.
B F
INJURED?

We've Helped Thousands
Get Compensation

Contact Us Today
For Free Advice

CASH PRIZES

Cash prizes for Best Original and Best Restored.
All judging by People’s Choice.
SECOND PLACE TRAVELED FARTHEST

*75

Car Accidents
Personal Injury
Workers' Compensation

218-963-5393

www.FieldsInjury.com

FIRST PLACE

*250 *125

To display your vintage Snowmobile, (218) 851-4636.
Registration and parking starts at 9am.

Steve Fields
Minnesota Attorney

= FIELDS

INJURY LAW

1 0.0 0060660060006 6666 &

Dec. Shooter & Collector Gun Auction!
Online Only - Closes Dec. 4th @ 9am

.. THANKSGIVING FRIDAY
10am-3pm

DOWNTOWN AITKIN, MN

203 E. Blackhawk Ave. Prairie du Chien, WI *
\ “ 600 Lots Online Now @ www KramerSales.com *

| 600 Modern @ Collectible Guns, Colt Snake

< revs, Weatherby, Ruger, Winchester, Savage,
f| Merkel, AYA Parker dbls Remlngton Vintage *

- ramer— Browning, Glock Sako T/C, Anschutz, thage *
Auction Service
Prairie du Chien, WI Sharps Buffalo Gun, Marlin, Henry Arms,

www.kramersales.com
608-326-8108

Hot Food and Cocktails available
from Block North’s Outdoor Stand

e R e e e B8

Retire with
confidence.

Stop wondering if your savings will last.
Get a personalized retirement plan
designed to help provide consistent
income and ongoing guidance froma
fiduciary advisor.

Whether you've saved $50,000 or
$500,000, we’ll help you build a
strategy to make the most of it.

| GLACIAL LAKES BREWERS

BEER POKE 10AM-3PM

CLUB CLOTHING ON SALE

ENJOY VINTAGE = A,,.
& MEMBERSHIP DRIVE |

SLED VIDEOS &
Plan Invest Spend Personal Advisor

Get a paycheckin Afiduciary advisor

retirement - no more to help you make

guessing what you informed financial
can afford decisions

We'll create a
retirement roadmap
tailored to your
lifestyle.

Investment strategies
for your nest-egg,
focused on growth and
risk management.

Heated Tent Provided by

R

Ready to stop worrying about money?
Call for afree,

no-obligation consultation (8 3 3) 75 0 '1 7 6 ll-
© Retirable

Advisory services offered through Retirable, a Registered Investment Adviser. The free consultation
is for informational purposes only and does not constitute investment advice. Investment outcomes
are not guaranteed and may vary based on market conditions.

SNOWMOBILE CLUB

Ove, AL
<125 Miles of Groomed
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‘NewsHorrer Classified Order Form Classified Rates
$12.00 per issue
Name 75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum)
Address Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad.
Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide printed maximum size)
City State Zip

We are not responsible for error due to illegible

All ads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment. o A .
copy or missing punctuation. Punctuation does

Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it.

To Figure the Cost of Your Ad

Number of Words not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail
Rate per Word X 75¢ and web address counts as one word.
Additional Costs ~ + gend NEwsHOPPER
Total Per Week to: PO Box 562
Number of Weeks  x Ironton, MN 56455
TOTAL COST OF AD www.NewsHopper.net ¢ hopper@crosbyironton.net
1
VISA Please makeT::::ky::yf::’;IZ(:grtz;d:l;wsHowEk E"“‘i
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Garrison area Toys for Tots aiming to bring joy to area families

The holiday spirit is already
humming across the Mille
Lacs region as the Garri-
son-area Toys for Tots Cam-
paign kicks into high gear.
Volunteers are busy sorting,
stacking, and preparing to
deliver joy to children and
families who need it most this
Christmas season.

The Marine Toys for Tots
Program—fueled each year
by generous community do-
nations—has one simple but
powerful mission: collect
new, unwrapped toys and

NewsHopper™

place them in the hands of
less fortunate children at
Christmas.

The Marine Toys for Tots
Foundation, a 501(c)(3) pub-
lic charity established in
1991 at the request of the
U.S. Marine Corps, is known
for its remarkable efficien-
cy—97% of every donation
goes directly toward provid-
ing toys for children.

Locally, the Garrison-area
campaign serves families
throughout the southernmost
part of Crow Wing County
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PLUMEBING AND HEAT/ING
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$79 Gas Furnace !
Inspection

Not to be combined with any other offer.

IR

SN\=" 24/7 Emergency Service (218) 927-6828

(#" AZPredsonPating

Anthony Zontelli
Owner/Operator

218-513-6787
zontelli3201@gmail.com

* Experience
e Quality
* Service

m
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Painting and Property Services

CONTRACTORS

Radtke Remodeling & Construction
Custom Built Homes e Remodeling e Garages
New Additions e Pole Buildings e

General
Dean Radtke, Aitkin.

Contracting

and into Mille Lacs County
around the Mille Lacs Lake
area. Their reach also extends
into nearby corners of Aitkin
and Morrison counties. Com-
munities served include Gar-
rison, Malmo, Isle, Wahkon,
Onamia, Deerwood, Crosby,
Crosslake, and portions of
southern Brainerd.

Families outside these ar-
eas can text 218-820-7359
for help finding their nearest
Toys for Tots campaign.

The campaign will once
again host a one-day, drive-
up toy distribution, offering a
simple and stress-free expe-
rience. No pre-registration is
required; toys are distributed
on a first-come, first-served
basis on Saturday, Dec. 13
at the Onamia Vets Club lo-

cated at 38692 US-169 from
1:00-3:00 p.m. (or while
supplies last).

Stay in your vehicle and
follow posted signs and traffic
direction upon arrival. An
order taker will come to your
window to gather each child’s
age and gender.

Volunteers will carefully
select toys, and a runner
will deliver the bag right to
your car.

Families with children who
benefit from sensory-friendly
toys are encouraged to men-
tion it during the order pro-
cess or text the campaign lead
directly at 218-820-7359.
Organizers will do their best
to meet these requests as
supplies allow.

Whether you're dropping

e Traditional, Graveside &
Memorial Funerals
¢ Cremation Service

* Pre-arrangement Plans

Koop Funeral Horme

32 East Main St., P.O. Box 7 * Crosby, MN 56441
Mary & Nick Zillmer, Owners/Directors

Cuyuna Range & Surrounding

* Out-of-town Arrangements

Caring Service on the

Areas Since 1913

218-546-5531
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°* LOG HOMES

a toy into a collection box,
making a monetary donation,
or spreading the word, every

www.NewsHopper.net

act of kindness fuels the
mission.

Toy drive at Menards

Menards home improve-
ment store on 15236 Dell-
wood Dr. in Brainerd has
launched its annual Toy
Drive through December
15, inviting community
members to help bring hol-
iday joy to local children
in need.

Shoppers visiting Menards
will find a designated drop
box near the exit door, ready
to collect new, unwrapped
toys. Store employees say
the goal is simple: to ensure
every child in the commu-
nity wakes up to a bit of
Christmas magic. They know
that this time of year can be
tough for some families and
every gift helps brighten the
holidays for kids in our area.

But the spirit of the season

doesn’t stop at the donation
box. Just a few aisles away,
families can discover one of
the Midwest’s most charm-
ing holiday traditions: the
Enchanted Forest, a Menards
hallmark for more than fifty
years.

Stepping into the En-
chanted Forest is like walk-
ing straight into a Christ-
mas card. Children—and
adults—are greeted with
a wonderland of gleaming
ornaments, glowing lights,
whimsical displays, and
beautifully decorated trees.
It's become an annual ritual
for many families, offering a
picture-perfect backdrop for
making holiday memories
that brings out the kid in
everyone.

Reasonable ¢ Experienced ¢ Reliable

Turner X S§n

" Call for a

serving the

Full Service Lawn Care
Lawn Mowing ¢ Debris Removal
Tree Trimming ¢ RipRap and Shoreline Repair

| Get on the list for Snow Removal! |
Tim Turner 218-866-2349
Lakes A% iy vid Turner 651-242-4796

Hoppers Helper's Service Directory

FLOORING

JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding,
Refinishing e Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576
Check Me Out On Facebook

Insulation

Lic. #20108758

www.radtkeremodelingconstruction.com

218-678-3403 218-839-6103
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WEeBsITES

STELLAR WEB PROS Website, SEO & Digital Design
Agency in the Lakes Area - Offering high-quality,
budget-friendly websites for businesses and organi-
zations. Contact us for your FREE no-obligation site
design proposal today. StellarWebPros.com

SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES
5 lines for $20.00 per week

4 lines for $16.00 per week
3 lines for $12.00 per week

CAFMOTO

YOUR CFMOTO, ATV AND UTV SPECIALISTS

® cFmoTO

Financing
as low as

%

APR*

On select models.

FARM ISLAND REPAIR & MARINE
28965 Hwy. 169, Aitkin, MN 56431 - 218-927-6395

Dealer of South Bay, Princecraft, Landau, Yamaha, Mercury, Suzuki, CFMOTO,
Floe Docks and Lifts, Wave Armor, Classic Docks, Triton Trailers and Beach King Docks and Lifts

WWW.FARMISLANDREPAIRANDMARINE.COM

CFMOTO recreational vehicles are intended for off-road use only and can be dangerous to operate. Review all product manuals, labels, and safety information before operating.
Always wear your safety gear and never operate a CFMOTO vehicle under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Visit CFMOTOUSA.com for complete training and safety guidelines.
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