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SHIFT CLINIC
Integrative Medicine • In Person or TeleHealth Access (online health consultation) • Doctor-grade supplements delivered to your door 

Chiropractic • Acupuncture • Massage • NeuroMetabolic Care • Guided Weight Loss • Slim Laser • Magnesphere Resonance Therapy • PEMF 

Do They Act Like You Are Crazy, When You KNOW Your Symptoms are REAL?Do They Act Like You Are Crazy, When You KNOW Your Symptoms are REAL?

Schedule your first appointment by Dec. 31, 2025 and receive a FREE Consultation (Up to 15 Minutes) 
Let’s work together to find the solution that’s right for you.

Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith   •   23 West Main Street, Crosby   •   www.askdrsmith.com  •  (218) 851-9626

FeelNorthernAir.com 
24/7 Emergency Service 24/7 Emergency Service     (218) 927-6828(218) 927-6828

Hurry - 
Don’t Delay
Call Today!

Valuable Coupon  Not to be combined with any other offer. 

Gas FurnaceGas Furnace
 Inspection  Inspection 

$$ 779 9 Now is the perfectNow is the perfect
 time to prepare for time to prepare for

 colder months.  colder months. 

Ensure your furnace is ready by scheduling a professional inspection. 
This proactive step not only enhances efficiency, but also prevents unexpected

 breakdowns when you need it the most.  Stay warm and comfortable by addressing 
maintenance needs before the freezing temps set in.

TOOLS • GIFTS • HOUSEHOLD • FURNITURE:  LIVING ROOM • BEDROOM • DINING

WE HAVE 

AMMO
ALL SIZES ALL SIZES 
NOW ON NOW ON 

SALESALE

PROPANE AVAILABLE 

including for 
Motor Homes

NEED STORAGE?

Stop in Today for a Quote on a New Garage or Carport!

UNCLAIMED 
FREIGHT NORTH

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9-5 • Hwy. 210 West, Aitkin
218-927-6446 • UnclaimedFreightNorth.com

Black FridaySaleBlack FridaySale

 6 piece 
DINING

 SET 

BLACK 
FRIDAY 

SALE for   
$495 

 BLACK FRIDAY SALE ON VIKINGS AND 
PACKER RECLINERS for $495 each 

BLACK FRIDAY SALE 
RECLINERS 

Starting at $269.98 

 AspenAspen  
 FIREPLACE

 BLACK 
FRIDAY 

SALE for   
$1,350 

Toys,Toys,
Gifts Gifts 

and Gift and Gift 
WrappingWrapping

Check 
Check 

Out Our
Out Our

 STORE WIDE BLACK FRIDAY SALE ON EVERYTHING!

You can bid on this soft Nor-
wegian wool blanket donated 
by Nord Hus in Crosby fea-
turing an Edvard Greig score 
as the pattern.

local programs: Aitkin Coun-
ty Child Abuse Prevention 
Council, Cass County Chil-
dren’s Initiative, Crow Wing 
County Child Protection 
Team and Morrison County 
Family Connections.

 If you are looking for a 
unique holiday gift with 
a meaningful impact, the 
Radiothon’s popular Silent 
Auction has an impressive 
variety of items — everything 
from auto services and floral 
arrangements to restaurant 
gift cards and local experi-
ences.

Bidding takes place online 
at 32auctions.com/radio-
thon.brainerd2025, where 
items can be browsed by cat-

egory or 
c o u n t y. 
Thanks to 
dedicat-
ed  vo l -
unteers, 
business-
es across 
a l l  four 

counties have donated hun-
dreds of items. Many start at 
half their market value, but 
competition tends to heat 
up fast — especially as the 
clock winds down toward 
Friday at noon.

Shoppers are encouraged 
to check back often to secure 
their favorite items.

Throughout the 24-hour 
broadcast, listeners can tune 
in to hear local musicians, 
community leaders, and 
members of county preven-
tion councils share stories 
about the services available 
to families in need. For the 
participating counties, the 
Radiothon remains the single 
biggest fundraiser supporting 
year-round child abuse pre-
vention efforts.

Radio crews broadcast live from Westgate Mall during the 2021 Radiothon to End Child 
Abuse. This year’s Radiothon returns Dec. 4–5 for a full 24 hours of live coverage, powered by 
the longtime partnership of B93.3, Cool 103.5, The Power Loon 107.5, and WJJY 106.7. Call 
218-454-1584 to make your pledge and help support families across the Lakes Area.

One of the Brainerd Lakes 
Area’s most impactful com-
munity traditions is preparing 
to take the airwaves once 
again. The 32nd Annual Ra-
diothon to End Child Abuse 

is set for Thursday, Dec. 4, 
through Friday, Dec. 5 broad-
casting live for 24 hours from 
Westgate Mall in Brainerd.

Organizers hope to match 
— or even exceed — last 
year’s remarkable generosity. 
In 2024, the Radiothon raised 
$106,921, with all proceeds 
supporting child abuse pre-
vention programs in Aitkin, 
Cass, Crow Wing, and Mor-
rison Counties, along with 
statewide efforts through 
Family Wise, home to Pre-
vent Child Abuse Minnesota.

Since its start in 1994, the 
Radiothon has generated 
a stunning $2,142,302 to 
strengthen families and pro-

Radiothon to End Child Abuse returns to Westgate Mall  

A Just For Kix Dance Basket 
adds pizzazz to the Radio-
thon’s Silent Auction—one 
of the many fun, locally 
donated items helping raise 
funds to support families and 
keep children safe across 
the Brainerd Lakes Area.

tect children across central 
Minnesota.

The Radiothon began with 
a partnership among four 
Brainerd-area radio stations: 
B93.3, Cool 103.5, The Pow-
er Loon 107.5, and WJJY 
106.7. While the live broad-
cast remains at the heart of 
the event, the way people 
give has evolved.

Once dependent on call-
in pledges, the fundraiser 
has adapted to the digital 
age. Today, supporters can 
still dial 218-454-1584, but 
many now choose to donate 
online at radiothon.brainerd.
com, where it’s easy to direct 
contributions to specific 

A festive “Unofficial Elf 
Cookbook” gift basket is up 
for bid—packed with dozens 
of fun, movie-inspired dishes 
from breakfast to dessert, 
plus two premium olive oils 
and two balsamics from Loide’ 
Oils & Vinegars to elevate 
your holiday cooking.

16413 Highway 371, Brainerd, MN  56401 • 218-828-3020
2 Miles North of Baxter on 371 • www.371furniture.com

371sales@gmail.com • Hours: Monday - Saturday  9-5 and Sunday 11-4

Buy It Today... 
Have It Today!*

 Locally Owned and Operated

* on In Stock Items

Janson Mattress 
Plush or Firm

     Queen Regular Price: $499    

Hillsdale Mattress 
Plush or Firm

     Queen Regular Price: $799    

Dining Set 
 Regular Price: $498

Select Benches 
 Regular Price: $298 - $498

Potomac Mattress 
 Individually Encased Coil Springs includes Copper 

Performance Foam and 5-Zone Contour Foam
Plush or Firm

     Queen Regular Price: $1399 

Sale Price Sale Price 
$297$297

Sale Price Sale Price 
$697$697

Sale Price Sale Price 
$297$297

Sale Price Sale Price $497$497

Easy, Convenient
Financing!*
Scan to apply for a 

Synchrony HOME Credit Card
*Subject to credit approval. 

Minimum monthly payments required.
Call store for details.HURRY, BEFORE THESE DEALS VANISH —HURRY, BEFORE THESE DEALS VANISH —

  faster than your willpower at Thanksgiving dinnerfaster than your willpower at Thanksgiving dinner!!

EXTENDED
EXTENDED

     Starting at 
     Starting at 

$77$77
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     Flooring
JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding, 
Refinishing • Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576 
Check Me Out On Facebook 

Contractors  
R a d t k e  R e m o d e l i n g  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Custom Built Homes • Remodeling • Garages 
N e w  A d d i t i o n s  •  P o l e  B u i l d i n g s  • 
G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t i n g  •  I n s u l a t i o n 
D e a n  R a d t k e ,  A i t k i n .  L i c .  # 2 0 1 0 8 7 5 8 
www.radtkeremode l ingconst ruc t ion .com   
218-678-3403• 218-839-6103 2024w39

Websites  
STELLAR WEB PROS  Website, SEO & Digital Design 
Agency in the Lakes Area - Offering high-quality, 
budget-friendly websites for businesses and organi-
zations. Contact us for your FREE no-obligation site 
design proposal today. StellarWebPros.com

A-Z Precision PaintingA-Z Precision Painting
Anthony ZontelliAnthony Zontelli

Owner/OperatorOwner/Operator
218-513-6787218-513-6787

zontelli3201@gmail.comzontelli3201@gmail.com

Painting and Property Services

• Experience 
• Quality
• Service

hopper@crosbyironton.net
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5 lines for $20.00 per week
4 lines for $16.00 per week
3 lines for $12.00 per week

SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES

32 East Main St., P.O. Box 7 • Crosby, MN 56441
Mary & Nick Zillmer, Owners/Directors

218-546-5531

• Traditional, Graveside &   
    Memorial Funerals
• Cremation Service
• Out-of-town Arrangements
• Pre-arrangement Plans

 Caring Service on the 
Cuyuna Range & Surrounding 

Areas Since 1913

• EXTERIOR
• INTERIOR
• STAINING
• LOG HOMES

STEVE’S
  PAINTING 
STEVE’SSTEVE’S
  PAINTING   PAINTING 
STEVE’SSTEVE’S
  PAINTING   PAINTING 

546-8130546-8130546-8130546-81302
1
8

LLC

INSURED

FeelNorthernAir.com 
24/7 Emergency Service (218) 927-6828

$79 Gas Furnace
Inspection 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Hurry - Don’t Delay!

CROW WING COUNTY LANDFILL

For more information,
please call 218-824-1010.

The landfill is open only to residents of Crow 
Wing County for recycling and disposal needs. 

•

Household Garbage• 
Mattresses• 
Fluorescent Bulbs • 
Household Hazardous Waste• 
Free recycling of lead-acid car/marine 
batteries - Batteries must be 
SEPARATED from other waste and 
CANNOT bedisposed of in the landfill!

• Free compost of lawn and garden 
material (please separate brush 
and branches)

• Free oil, oil filter, and antifreeze recycling 

locations withing the County. Visit our 
webpage for drop o� locations:

at the landfill and several drop-o�  

www.crowwing.gov/recycling
• Demolition materials may be 

disposed in the demolition landfill 
for a fee

• Large appliances, electronics, tires 
with or without rims, and scrap 
metals can be disposed at the site 
for a nominal fee for recycling.

The Following Items are Accepted

Open Monday - Friday
8am - 4:30pm

TYKE’S CARPET Castle
Hwy. 371 North, Brainerd • 218-829-3878 

Open: 9 - 5 Mon. - Sat. or by appointment

  REMNANTS  REMNANTS    $10.95$10.95 SQ. YD.  SQ. YD. 

All First Quality Merchandise!All First Quality Merchandise!

BUY IT TODAY, GET TODAY!

OVER  OVER  400400 ROLLS ROLLS

ON IN-STOCK GOODS 

SALESALE    Going Going 
on now on now 

$$115555OROR$$13139595
SQ. YD. SQ. YD. SQ. FT. SQ. FT. 

OVER OVER 
500500

  TO CHOOSE TO CHOOSE 
FROM  FROM  

BUY A

REMNANT FROM 

TYKE’S AND WE

 WILL BIND IT!

OVER 

165,000
 SQ. FT. 

IN STOCK!

  9999¢¢
LLuxuryuxury VINYL PLANKING VINYL PLANKING
  STARTING ATSTARTING AT SQ. FT.SQ. FT.

GOOD KING TYKE’S FLOORING SALE! 

Cedar Lake

Located at 31000 Pioneer Ave., Aitkin

Christmas Service

Norwegian Lutheran C hurchNorwegian Lutheran C hurch
Everyone is Welcome to Celebrate with Us!

Friday, December 5
• Service 7 p.m. 
    with Pastor Susan Cline officiating
• Hot apple cider and treats to follow 

Annual

COMMUNITY EVENTSCOMMUNITY EVENTS
November
28th - Nisswa City of Lights downtown Nisswa start at 12 p.m. Sip cider by the bonfire, savor sweet 

treats, hop on a cozy train ride, and share a magical moment with Santa himself. End the night with 
fireworks painting the winter sky — the perfect start to the season.

28th -  World Famous Fish House Parade in Aitkin, 1 p.m., 5K Fun Run / Walk 8 a.m.-10 a.m. Fish House 
5K Fun Run / Walk. Also 10 a.m.- 12 p.m. Meet & Greet with Santa Claus, 10 a.m.- 3 p.m. Craft & 
Bake Sale Market by Aitkin County Friends of the Arts both at Ripple Center 301 Minnesota Ave. N. 

28th - Mille Lacs Trails & Aitkin Sno-Drifters Vintage Snowmobile Show, 10 a.m.- 3 p.m. on 3rd Street 
between Minnesota Ave. North and 1st Ave. NE

29th - Holiday Parade of Lights at 5:30 p.m. in Staples
December
2nd - Cuyuna Regional Medical Center Tree of Love Lighting at 3 p.m. in the hospital’s main lobby. 
4th - Holiday Gingerbread Houses, 5 p.m., in Staples
4th - Christmas Vendor Bingo at American Legion Post 86, Aitkin, 5 - 8 p.m., registration starts at 5 p.m.
4th & 5th  - Annual MN Adult & Teen Challenge Christmas Concert 6 p.m. Heritage Church in Brainerd, 

Register https://www.mntc.org/event/brainerd-christmas-concert-thursday/
4th, 5th & 6th - Sensory Friendly Holiday Visit with Santa Claus at Northland Arboretum with adjust 

lighting, calming music, visual supports, adapted activities with a experienced trained Santa for neu-
rodivergent children and their families. Register by Dec. 1 for your time slot a https://sites.google.
com/isd181.org/santa-at-the-arboretum/home?authuser=0 or contact 218-454-9264 or pbecsenso-
ryfriendlyevents@gmail.com.

5th - Tree Lighting Ceremony at Mall Plaza in downtown Crosby. Hosted by the Cuyuna Lakes Chamber. 
Call 218-546-8131 for additional information. 

5th - Free photos with Santa at Fleet Farm, 14114 Dellwood Dr. N., Baxter, 4 - 7 p.m.
5th - Whoville in Crosslake Town Square, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Free photoswith Santa & Mrs. Claus.
5th - Jack Klatt will perform at the Grassroots Concerts, 7 p.m. at the Journey Church, 5459 Lakers Lane 

(next to the school in Nisswa.) His unique sound defies genre with influences that pull from a wide 
range of American music, from rhythm and blues and early rock and roll, to country and folk music.  
Seating is first-come, first-served. Grassroots welcomes your nonperishable food, cash or check do-
nation to a local food shelf. For information call 312-720-2849 or go to www.grassrootsconcerts.org.

5th - Mix and mingle at Central Lakes College’s 5th Annual Jingle & Mingle event, 5:30 p.m., at Round-
house Brewery, in Nisswa. Grab your favorite ugly sweater and hear music from the Central Lakes 
Jazz Orchestra. Held by the CLC Foundation and the Music Department, Jingle & Mingle supports 
performance opportunities for music students and scholarships for their next study abroad trip. A 
donation at the door of $10 for adults is encouraged, and Roundhouse is donating $1 from every 
pint and plate sold. Thank you to event sponsors: Mills Companies, CTC, and Roundhouse Brewery.

6th - Aitkin County Historical Society Cookie Walk at 20 Pacific Street SW in Aitkin starting at 9 a.m.
6th - Saint Joseph Catholic Church Christmas Market Cookie Walk & Gift Shop, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Also 

Specialty Coffee, Hot Chocolate Bar and Pastries 9 a.m. - 11 a.m., Hot Soup with Fresh Bread 11 
a.m - 2 p.m. 

6th - Global Fat Bike Day 10 a.m. Red Raven, Crosby. Register at bikereg.com/73379
6th - Santa Day 10 a.m. - 1 p.m., The Motley United Methodist Church 
6th - Palisade Area Christmas Craft Sale 11 a.m. -3 p.m., at 204 Main Street, Palisade.
6th - Cuyuna Christmas Snow Many Smiles at Memorial Park, Crosby, 3 p.m. - 6 p.m.

(Published in NewsHopper
 Saturday, Nov. 29, 
Dec. 6 &13, 2025)

 LIBBY TOWNSHIP
BOARD MEETING
The Libby Township Board 

will meet at 1:00 p.m. on Tues-
day, December 16, 2025 at the 
Palisade Community Center. 
Township supervisor Tom An-
derson may attend remotely 
via phone or Zoom. The pur-
pose of this meeting shall be 
to discuss and decide mat-
ters that may come before the 
board. 

Dated this 20th day
 of November, 2025

Jane Grimsbo Jewett, clerk
Libby Township   

2.91

(Published in NewsHopper
 Saturday, Nov. 29, 2025)
CITY OF CUYUNA  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

  TO WHOM IT MAY CON-
CERN: Notice is hereby given 
that the Cuyuna City Council 
will convene at 5:30 p.m. on 
Monday, December 8, 2025, at 
the Cuyuna Fire Department, 
24849 Minnesota Avenue, to 
conduct the following public 
hearing. The regularly sched-
uled council meeting will begin 
following the public hearing.

Rezone Application RZ 02-25 
(Ordinance Amendment RZ 
02-25) to amend the city’s 
zoning map by reclassifying 
Property IDs 19300581 and 
19300598 (located at 25454 
County Road 31, Cuyuna, MN) 
from “Open” to “R-2, Single 
and Two Family Residential.” 
The applicant/property owner 
is Vinh Chung.

All interested persons are in-
vited to attend this hearing at 
the Cuyuna Fire Department, 
24849 Minnesota Avenue, 
and be heard or send written 
comments to City of Cuyuna, 
PO Box 536, Deerwood, MN 
56444 or via email at info@
ci.cuyuna.mn.us. A staff report 
is made available at the Cuyu-
na Fire Department typically 
one week before the sched-
uled meeting.

Bill Bedard, Clerk/Treasurer
City of Cuyuna

LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES

  Tim Turner  218-866-2349Tim Turner  218-866-2349
David Turner  651-242-4796David Turner  651-242-4796

Full Service Snow Removal
 Blowing Sidewalks and Drives • Plowing

Snow Blowing • Roof Snow & Ice Removal 

Turner & Son 

Reasonable • Experienced • Reliable 

Serving the Lakes Area

Call for Call for 
a FREE a FREE 
QuoteQuote

Get on 
the list 

for Snow 
Removal!

The Aitkin County Histori-
cal Society will hold its annual 
Cookie Walk on Saturday, 
Dec. 6, starting at 9 a.m. at 
the Depot, 20 Pacific Street 
SW. The festive fundraiser 
features tables of homemade 
holiday treats, and organizers 
are calling on local bakers to 
help make the event a success.

Volunteers are asked to do-
nate four dozen cookies of any 
variety. Cookie drop-off times 
at the Depot are Dec. 3 and 
4 from 10 a.m.–4 p.m., and 
Dec. 5 from 10 a.m.–noon.

For questions or to coordi-
nate donations, contact Julie 
Hansen at 218-251-3375 or 
jjhansen53@gmail.com. The 
Cookie Walk offers a sweet 
way to support ACHS and kick 
off the holiday season.

Cookies!
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G O T  A N  U N WA N T E D 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ 
programs help veterans find 
work or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-
1046. (mcn)
Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange a 
swift, nocost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax 
credit for 2025. Call Heritage 
for the Blind Today at 1-855 
977-7030 today! (mcn)

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-888-429-2331 today! 
(mcn)

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage for 
400 plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance -NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-973-
9175 www.dental50plus.
com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 844-716-2411. (mcn)
STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A 
recent study shows that a 
majority of people struggle 
to pay for health coverage. 
Let us show you how much 
you can save. Call Now 
for a no-obligation quote: 
1-888-772-8454. You will 
need to have your zip code 
to connect to the right pro-
vider. (mcn)

AT T E N T I O N  O X Y G E N 
THERAPY USERS! Discover 
Oxygen Therapy That Moves 
with You with Inogen Porta-
ble Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 
1-833-650-5916. (mcn)

Don’t Pay For Covered 
Home Repairs Again! Our 
home warranty covers ALL 
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. We stand by 
our service and if we can’t 
fix it, we’ll replace it! Pick the 
plan that fits your budget! 
Call: 1-833-816-2128. (mcn)

OFFERING $3,000 REWARD 
for recovery of gold coins 
lost at Fairmont, MN post 
office on or about August 
24, 2025. 1-1oz. proof U.S. 
gold eagle 1987, in box, 14 
- .10 oz. gold eagles, dated 
2016, .5 oz. gold eagle, 2017 
PR-70 and other items. Send 
information to P.O. Box 697, 
Fairmont, MN 56031 or call 
507-399-9982. (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? 
Call today to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-833- 641-6323. 
(mcn)

N E W  A N D 
USED SAFES 
FOR SALE  • 
Safe repair and 
locked sa fes 
opened  • Heavy 
and light duty 
gun safes and 
vault doors on 
hand  •  H igh 
security safes for 
gold and silver   
320-360-5431    w52

 
GOT JUNK? CALL THE 
JUNK REMOVAL EXPERTS 
AT 218-833-9664 OR VISIT 
US AT elitejunkprosmn.
com FREE ESTIMATES  w39

To Place An Ad   
Call 218-821-1393 or 
 www.newshopper.net

soon.
All results collected this 

fall will appear on the DNR’s 
online CWD results page, 
and any hunter whose deer 
tests positive will be contact-
ed directly by the DNR.
Testing still available

Although mandatory sam-
pling has concluded for the 
remainder of the 2025 deer 
seasons, hunters can still 

choose to have their deer 
tested.

The DNR offers several 
convenient CWD testing 
options:

• Mail-in test kits
• Partner sampling loca-

tions
• Appointments at area 

wildlife offices
These continued testing 

opportunities are part of the 

state’s long-term strategy to 
monitor the spread of CWD 
and protect Minnesota’s wild 
deer population.

With hunting seasons still 
underway, the DNR en-
courages hunters to stay 
informed, stay engaged, and 
take advantage of testing 
options as needed to help 
safeguard the health of Min-
nesota’s herd.

Minnesota’s effort to track 
and manage chronic wasting 
disease (CWD) reached a 
major milestone this fall. 
According to a Nov. 20 Min-
nesota DNR press release, 
mandatory CWD sampling 
in designated zones wrapped 
up after the opening week-
end of firearms deer season 
— and participation was 
strong.

Statewide, hunters have 
submitted nearly 10,000 
samples so far this year. 
DNR officials extended their 
thanks to the many hunters 
who took the time to have 
their deer tested, noting that 
widespread participation is 
essential for detecting and 
responding to the disease.
Thousands of test results 
pending

CWD test results are up-
dated regularly on the DNR 
website, which displays 
statewide results, summary 
statistics, and maps indi-
cating where positive cases 
have been found. The agency 
notes that roughly 4,000 
samples are still pending, 
so hunters who don’t yet 
see results for their deer are 
encouraged to check back 

CWD sampling nears 10,000 as DNR thanks hunters for participation

YOUR CFMOTO, ATV AND UTV SPECIALISTS
FARM ISLAND REPAIR & MARINE

28965 Hwy. 169, Aitkin, MN 56431 • 218-927-6395

WWW.FARMISLANDREPAIRANDMARINE.COM
CFMOTO recreational vehicles are intended for off-road use only and can be dangerous to operate. Review all product manuals, labels, and safety information before operating. 
Always wear your safety gear and never operate a CFMOTO vehicle under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Visit CFMOTOUSA.com for complete training and safety guidelines.

Dealer of South Bay, Princecraft, Landau, Yamaha, Mercury, Suzuki, CFMOTO, 
 Floe Docks and Lifts, Wave Armor, Classic Docks, Triton Trailers and Beach King Docks and Lifts

Get your Get your       

WebsiteWebsite
 TODAY! TODAY!

We Help You Reach Your Goals!

Curious to see the potential of your new website?
Contact us today to request your 

FREE no-obligation design demo!
StellarWebPros.com

Professional & affordable website 
design services tailored to you! 

or update



4	 November 29, 2025	 NewsHopperTM www.NewsHopper.net

Jason Brezinsky Directors:
Jerry Thompson • Tad Brezinsky

Locally Owned  & Operated

,

  www.duffneyrefrigeration.com

DUFFNEY REFRIGERATION, DUFFNEY REFRIGERATION, INC.INC.DUFFNEY REFRIGERATION, DUFFNEY REFRIGERATION, INC.INC.
the coolest guys aroundthe coolest guys around

Call Chris Call Chris 
218-330-1727218-330-1727  cell cell 

Serving Central Minnesota | 218-927-6777Serving Central Minnesota | 218-927-6777
Phone:   1-866-383-3639 (1-866-DUFFNEY)Phone:   1-866-383-3639 (1-866-DUFFNEY)

Whether it’s heating 
REPAIRS, MAINTENANCE, or a BRAND-NEW SYSTEM, 

count on us to bring the heat,
 when it matters most.

Stay Cozy Stay Cozy && Warm Warm
Your Comfort is Our Priority!

Proudly serving the Lakes Area

Trusted • Local • Ready when you need us!

Call us for
 cabin 

winterization
 service 

Let Ruttger'sLet Ruttger's do all the holiday cooking & cleaning! 

Host Your Holidays at Ruttger's     Host Your Holidays at Ruttger's     
Call 218-678-4626218-678-4626 to book your 
office holiday party/gathering. 

25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood • 218-678-2885 •  ruttgers.com  
 Bear Pine Bar & Ruby's Winter Hours

Thursday 4 p.m. - 8 p.m. • Friday 11 a.m .- 8 p.m. • Saturday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. • Sunday  9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Serving Ruby's Menu 

Pool Punch Passes
available for purchase at 

the Front Desk

POOL OPENPOOL OPEN
 Front Desk/ Lobby Shop/ Pool Hours

Sunday-Wednesday 7 a.m.- 8 p.m. 
Thursday-Saturday 7 a.m.- 10 p.m. 

If you would like a personal 

shopping experience, please 

contact Miranda at

 218-678-4673 or email

 miranda.caddy@ruttgers.com

The Garage Winter Hours
 Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Sunday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.   

Call 218-678-2885 to BOOK A FUN POOL PARTY BOOK A FUN POOL PARTY 
for your kids, friends, or family celebrations. 

Carving Station:Carving Station:  Rosemary & Sage Broasted Turkey with Cranberry-
Jalapeño Relish, Triple Smoked Dark Cherrywood Bone-in Ham, SIow Roasted 

Rosemary and Sea SaIt Prime Rib with Au Jus & Creamy Horseradish

Chef's Salad Bar • Chef's Sides:Chef's Salad Bar • Chef's Sides: Mascarpone Mashed 
Potatoes with Creamy Mushroom Gravy, Winter Squash Agrodolce, Sweet 
Potato Streusel Casserole with Crispy 

Coconut, Charred Brussel Sprouts with 
Bacon & Maple-bourbon Glaze, Spinach & 
Artichocke Dip with Tortilla Chips, Crusted 

Rosemary Scalloped Potatoes, Four 
Cheese Mac & Cheese, Gruyere & Fontina 

Cheese Corn Casserole, Fresh Baked Sweet 
Potato Rolls, Peel & Eat Shrimp with Cocktail Sauce, Smoked Salmon and 

 Lake Trout by Northern Waters Smokehaus
 

Desserts: Desserts: Apple Pumpkin Pecan Crisp with Vanilla Ice Cream, Vanilla 
Creme Brule, Flourless Chocolate Torte, Assortment of Fruit & Cream Pies

 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
$45 adults, $17 kids (4-11), 

3 & under Free

Thanksgiving 
     Dinner Buffet

Call Now 218-678-4644 
to reserve your spot!  

  Thursday,  November 27 

DOOR BUSTERS!Black Friday Black Friday 

Saturday,  December 6

CHRISTKINDMRKT
Annual Christmas Market

Craft Vendors 10 a.m.–3 p.m. (Ballroom Upper Level)
Visit Santa 11 a.m.–3 p.m. (The Garage)

Cookie Decorating 12–2 p.m. $4 (The Garage)
Grab Lunch At Ruby’s On The Lake

Spa Specials 9 a.m.–5 p.m. (Bay Lake Salon & Spa)
Christmas Shopping Fun 9 a.m.–5 p.m. (The Garage)

 10 a.m. 10 a.m. 
- 3 p.m. - 3 p.m. 

11 a.m. - 
3 p.m. 

New Christmas 
Items Available

ruttgersretail.com

— Ruttger's Retail — 
OPEN  THANKSGIVING!

Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday by Appointment Call 218-678-4667  

ruttgers.com/spa • 17455 Old Hwy. 6, Deerwood

Services provided include:Services provided include:  
• Hair Color, Design, 

Cut and Style

 • Facials and Head Spa

 • Body Wraps  • Massage

• Manicures & Pedicures

Get ready for a fun-filled 
evening of holiday spirit, 
local shopping, and a little 
friendly competition. On 
Thursday, Dec. 4, the Aitkin 
American Legion Post 86 
will host a Christmas Vendor 
Bingo Night from 5 to 8 p.m.

Registration kicks off at 5 
p.m., and for just $25, guests 
will enjoy dinner and two 

exciting games of bingo. 
But that’s not all—this event 
is also a chance to shop 
local and find unique gifts 
for everyone on your list. A 
variety of favorite area ven-
dors will be set up with their 
wares, offering everything 
from handcrafted goods to 
seasonal treats.

It’s the perfect blend of 

holiday fun—good food, 
great company, prizes, and 
the joy of supporting local 
small businesses. So grab 
your friends, mark your cal-
endar, and come out to the 
Legion for an evening that’s 
sure to get you in the Christ-
mas spirit

Conact Jessi at 218-820-
0997 to reserve a table of six.

American Legion holiday cheer 

lower — only about 45,000 
hunters typically head out 
with their traditional firearms. 
That reduced pressure, the 
DNR notes, offers four dis-
tinct advantages:

1. More predictable deer 
movement as winter ap-
proaches

2. Concentrated food 
sources, making deer easier 
to pattern

3. Better tracking condi-
tions thanks to colder weath-
er and the increased chance 
of snow

4. A quieter, calmer woods, 
ideal for hunters seeking 
solitude

Minnesota deer hunters are 
off to one of their strongest 
starts in years. According to 
a Nov. 20 Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
press release, the second 
weekend of firearms season 
has wrapped up — and the 
statewide harvest is notice-
ably on the rise.

During the first nine days of 
the firearms season, hunters 
harvested 123,634 deer, an 
8% increase from last year 
and 5% above the five-year 
average. Preliminary num-
bers show that antlered bucks 
made up 64% of the harvest, 
does 25%, and fawns 11%.

In total, Minnesota’s state-
wide deer harvest has reached 
157,983, putting hunters 8% 
ahead of last year’s pace. The 
most dramatic jump is in the 
northeast region, where har-
vest totals are up 14%.

Wildlife officials point to 
two mild winters and a strong 
growing season as likely con-
tributors to the rebound in 
deer numbers — and, in turn, 
the successful hunt many are 
experiencing this fall.

Minnesota’s deer hunting 
calendar starts each fall with 
archery season in Septem-
ber, the state’s longest-run-
ning season and a favorite of 

roughly 100,000 bowhunt-
ers. The spotlight then shifts in 
early November to the regular 
firearms season, which draws 
nearly 400,000 hunters state-
wide, making it the largest 
and most visible of the state’s 
deer harvest periods.
A season many hunters miss

Minnesota’s 16-day muz-
zleloader season kicks off 
this year on Saturday, Nov. 
29, and runs through Sunday, 
Dec. 14. While it receives far 
less attention, many hunters 
consider it one of the most 
rewarding times to be in the 
woods.

Participation is notably 

Deer harvest climbs as hunters see strong season 

trophy-sized pike, while the 
possession limit increase is 
intended to encourage addi-
tional harvest. Winter fishing 
regulations for walleye will 
be in effect from Monday, 
Dec. 1, through Sunday, Feb. 
22, 2026. Yellow perch regu-
lations will be in effect from 
Monday, Dec. 1, through Fri-
day, May 8, 2026. Northern 
pike regulations will be in 

effect from Monday, Dec. 1, 
through Tuesday, March 31, 
2026. Winter regulations for 
Mille Lacs Lake are set after 
completion of the DNR’s an-
nual fall netting assessments. 
The 2025 assessment found 
a slightly lower adult walleye 
abundance than in 2024, 
along with strong numbers 
of year-old walleye that have 
good potential to contribute 

to the fishery in the future. 
Forage species such as young 
yellow perch and tullibee 
also are currently abundant, 
allowing medium to larger 
walleyes to fatten up over 
the summer and be in good 
condition heading into the 
winter. Complete regulations 
are available on the Minneso-
ta DNR website (mndnr.gov/
millelacslake).

Anglers heading to Mille 
Lacs Lake this winter will 
find familiar rules waiting for 
them. According to a Nov. 
20 Minnesota DNR press 
release, the state will keep 
the three-walleye limit in 
place for the upcoming ice 
fishing season — a sign that 
the lake’s walleye population 
continues to strengthen.

The regulation allows an-
glers to keep three walleye 
longer than 17 inches, with 
only one allowed to exceed 
20 inches.

“Mille Lacs’ walleye pop-
ulation is trending in a good 
direction for both adult and 
juvenile fish,” said Brad 
Parsons, fisheries section 
manager for the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Re-
sources. “We’re pleased to 
keep the current regulation 

in place for this winter and 
offer anglers this harvest 
opportunity.”

For yellow perch, the daily 
and possession limit will be 
10. The change is a shift from 
last year, which began with 
a perch daily and possession 
limit of 20 that had to be 
reduced to 5 after the state 
in early March, exceeded its 
harvest allocation. The daily 
and possession limit of 10 
is intended to provide state 
anglers the opportunity to 
harvest a meal of perch while 
also keeping the state within 
its harvest allocation. 

Each year the state and the 
Ojibwe nations who retain 
harvest rights in the 1837 
Treaty Area jointly set the 
harvest amounts for different 
fish species in Mille Lacs for 
the year. Fall netting data 
informs where harvest levels 
will be set when the state and 
Tribes meet in January. 

Once harvest levels for the 
year and the state’s winter 
harvest are known, the state 
may need to adjust regu-
lations for the open water 
season that begins on May 

9, 2026. 
With northern pike in-

creasing in abundance over 
the past two years to the high-
est numbers ever measured 
by the DNR, the posses-
sion limit will increase from 
three to five fish. This regu-
lation retains a length limit 
of 30 inches that has been 
in place since 2020, which 
protects Mille Lacs Lake’s 

DNR keeps three-walleye limit for Mille Lacs Lake winter season  
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