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Extra cash for the holidays—pawn, buy, or sell with us this Christmas!
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This has been a difficult year for some,

a merciful year for others. We ask

you to join us in expressing words of

comfort during the holidays to the

families we have served.

May the coming year be a blessed

one for you and your family.

Merry
Christmas!
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Get one-on-one help
 with your Medicare questions
I’m Wallace Samples, a licensed sales agent in AL, FL, GA, LA, & NC. When it comes to Medicare, it’s 
important to consider all of your options. What works well for your neighbor may not be the best fit for 
you. I know the ins and outs of Medicare, and I’m ready to answer your questions and help you find a 
plan that fits your needs. Make the most of my knowledge and experience to:

	• Take the confusion out of Medicare

	• Get help comparing plans

	• Receive one-on-one service

	• Make enrolling in a plan easier

I look forward to helping you explore your Medicare options so you can enroll in a plan with confidence.

Call today to learn more about Medicare Advantage plans in your 
area

Wallace Samples
Licensed Sales Agent
Veteran, USAF, 6 years served
334-596-6970, TTY 711
wallacesamples@yahoo.com
https://www.myuhcagent.com/wallace-samples
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"SAFE TRAVELS BEGIN HERE—                                                             
BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY MAINTENANCE CHECK."

MILITARY THANK YOU 10% OFF
3071 S. US Hwy 231 • Ozark, AL •

334-774-9030
7:30 am - 5:30 pm  Mon. - Fri.

www.gillandchevrolet.com

Click To Schedule Service

C & B  Farms
& Produce

At the intersection of
Hwy 84 & 123 South • Wicksburg, AL

334-726-3278 or 334-726-3277

TURKEY 
FEED

Farm-Fresh
In Season Produce

Frazier Fir 
Christmas Trees

Will Be Here Before
Thanksgiving

                The Perfect Woman
Once upon a time, a perfect man and a perfect 
woman met. After a perfect courtship, they had a 
perfect wedding. Their life was, of course, 
"perfect." One snowy, stormy Christmas Eve, this 
perfect couple was driving their perfect car (a 
SUV) along a winding road, when they noticed 
someone at the side of the road in distress. Being 
the perfect couple they stopped to help. There 
stood Santa Claus with a huge bundle of toys. 
Not wanting to disappoint any children on the eve 
of Christmas, the perfect couple loaded Santa 
and his toys into their vehicle. Soon they were 
driving along delivering the toys. Unfortunately, 
the driving conditions deteriorated and the 
perfect couple and Santa Claus had an accident. 
Only one of them survived the accident. Who 
was the survivor? The perfect woman survived. 
She's the only one who really existed in the first 
place. Everyone knows there is no Santa Claus 
and there is no such thing as a perfect man. So, if 
there is no perfect man and no Santa Claus, the 
perfect woman must have been driving. This also 
explains why there was an accident.

When I grow up I wanna be a fired NCAA 
football coach.

https://www.gillandchevrolet.com/serviceappmt.aspx
https://www.gillandchevrolet.com/serviceappmt.aspx
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The Christmas Season can bring both joy and reflection,                                                                        
laughter and tender tears.

This season of light and love reminds us that even in times of loss,                                                                            
the heart still holds warm and cherished memories.

May the Lord Jesus give you quiet moments of grace and peace                                                                                   
in which He will bring you hope and renewed strength.

From all of us at Holman Funeral Home,                                                                                                                
we wish you lasting comfort and peace this Christmas season.

Compassionate service, local roots,                                                                           
a tradition you can trust.                                                                                             

Where Families Have Come For                                                                                 
Comfort and Closure Since 1929

995 South Union Avenue • Ozark, AL 36360
334.774.3348   • www.HolmanFuneralHome.com

Honor, Remember, Cherish
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Last night I yanked out a couple o' nose hairs just to see if it hurt.                                                                                            
Judging by how fast my wife woke up screaming... I'm guessing the answer is YES.

136 E Reynolds St., Ozark, AL 363601-8
00-

835
-22

66 AABON has the only two RESNA
Certified Seating & Mobility

Specialists in South Alabama.

We specialize in all Mobility
Products and repairs.

40 years Combined Experience.

I had a phone conversation today with a very 
nice young chap from Pakistan. This is how it 
went:

"Hello sir, how are you today?"                                           
"I'm very well, thank you for asking. And how are 
you? And, more to the point, WHO are you?"           
"Sir, my name is Sanjit, and I'm calling you from 
Microsoft".                                                            
"Microsoft, eh? Is that a city in Pakistan? How's 
the weather there today?"                                                      
" No, sir - MICROSOFT, the computer company. 
I'm calling to tell you that we have found a 
problem with your computer and -"                            
"REALLY?? Well, that's quite concerning......"              
"Yes sir, it can become very serious indeed, but 
thankfully I will be able to fix it for you. Now, if 
you -"                                                                               
"No, I meant it's very concerning because you 
see I don't HAVE a computer".                                 
"You don't?"                                                                       
"I don't".                                                                         
"Ahh, it must be a problem on your laptop sir"            

"Don't have one".                                                 
"Ipad?"                                                                     
Nope".                                                                       
"Tablet?"                                                                   
"Nope, I have none of those things. As a matter 
of fact, I don't even have a telephone".

After a few seconds of silence he said "Ah, sir, 
you are lying to me now!"                                                      
I said "Well, you started it!!" and put the phone 
down

https://www.aabonhomehealth.com/
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To Ordinary Media. We Are Your
Community Magazine.

Laughs and Lifts provides laughter in clean
jokes & cartoons, witty and wise one liners,

encouragement through uplifting articles
based on God’s word and teachings of

Christ Jesus, and entertainment  with
Sudoku, Recipes, Puzzles & More.

Laughs & Li�s Magazine is 
published monthly by Red Oak 
Prin�ng & Publishing to upli� 
and entertain the reader. Any 
resemblance to some one or 

something is coincidental and is 
not intended to harm or insult 
to anyone. The jokes stories, 

sa�re, other wri�ngs, drawings 
and pictures are published 

without malice, with the intent 
to entertain, inspire or teach 

the readers. The wri�ngs or ad 
content contained within 

Laughs & Li�s are not known to 
be copyrighted unless noted 
and are not necessarily the 

views of the publisher or editor. 
Every effort is made not to use 
copyrighted material without 

the author’s consent.                 

Contributors:                                                           
Wallace Kennedy, Jr.                                                 

Hayes Wise, “Wise Words”                                          
Tric Parrish, “Aunt T’s Kitchen”                                     

Dee Gilbert,                                   
“Claybank Master Gardeners”                             

Email:  Roger@LaughsandLifts.com

SUBSCRIPTIONS             
Due to Postage Rates Increasing                                                                               

Magazine Rate Subscrip�ons are now                                    
$35.00.       

Mail check to:                                                                        
Laughs and Li�s/Subscrip�ons                                            
P.O. Box 681 • Ozark, AL 36361

Laughs and Lifts Magazine
To Advertise or Subscribe, Call

Printing & Publishing Services

Published since 2008,
We Are The Uplifting, Positive Alternative

Alady lost her handbag 
in the bustle of 

Christmas shopping. It was 
found by an honest little 
boy and returned to her. 
Looking in her purse, she 
commented, "Hmmm.... 
That's funny. When I lost 
my bag there was a $20 
bill in it. Now there are 
twenty $1 bills." 
The boy quickly replied, 
"That's right, lady. The last 
time I found a lady's 
purse, she didn't have any 
change for a reward."   

Thanks for the electric 
guitar you gave me for 

Christmas," little Chris 
Cody said to his uncle the 
first time he saw him after 
the holidays. "It's the best 
present I ever got." 
"That's great," said his 
uncle. "Do you know how 
to play it?" 
"Oh, I don't play it," the 
little fellow said. "My mom 
gives me a dollar a day not 
to play it during the day 
and my dad gives me five 
dollars a week not to play it at 
night.
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Saturday December 6th - 9am -6pm
Sunday December 7th  - 1pm - 5pm
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You know Gladys, 
getting an 

education these 
days can be                

very expensive.

“We will work with you to 
create a memorial to honor 

the life of your loved one. You 
will never do business with 

anyone that will try harder to 
please you.”                  ~ 

Susan Langley, owner

Watching the news to learn about facts is like watching Green Acres to learn about farming.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is 
given, and the government will be on 
his shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Isaiah 9: 6

Recycle Christmas Cards.
Save your Christmas cards from the 
previous year, cut the written side 

and use the front as a pretty gift tag 
or paste it on the package instead of 

a bow.

Slanderous Statements
A woman was being 

questioned in a court trial 
involving slander.
"Please repeat the 

slanderous statements you 
heard, exactly as you heard 

them," instructed the 
lawyer.

The witness hesitated.
"But they are unfit for any 

respectable person to hear," 
she protested.

"Then," said the attorney, 
"just whisper them to the 

judge."

https://www.facebook.com/susanherrinlangley/
https://www.ingrammemorial.com/
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This year, give a gift that will perform 
season after season.  We have tools and 
accessories for nearly every home and 
that will make any STIHL fan happy.

Come by and find a great STIHL gift now.!

Yes it is J.C. but 
staying ignorant 

will certainly cost 
you a fortune.

The idea of becoming a totally paperless o�ice looks good on paper.

 "If evolution is true, 
why do mothers still 

have only two hands?"

“What am I supposed to do with this?” 
grumbled the motorist as the police clerk 

handed him a receipt for his traffic 
violation.

“Keep it,” the clerk advises. “When you 
get four of them, you get a bicycle.”
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334-299-0331
Call ins welcome

8730 Hwy 231
Ozark, Alabama

Senior &Military
Discounts

Wed.Thur 4pm-8pm
Fri-Sat 4pm-8:30

Simply Outstanding

Looking for individual(s) who wants a turnkey, working, and profitable business with the best empolyees in 
the area. A Business that can support any family. Contact Casey for information and viewing.

We (Dan & Donna) will be serving the public until we retire.                                                                                       
We have done the leg work; all you have to do is start making it your home.

Education is what remains when you have forgotten everything that you have been taught.
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HOLIDAY FRUICAKE COOKIE                                   

50 Cookies
Ingredients

�� 1 cup salted butter 
softened 

�� 2 cups brown sugar 
packed

�� 2 large eggs
�� ½ cup buttermilk
�� 1 teaspoon vanilla
�� 3 ½ cups all purpose flour
�� 1 teaspoon baking soda
�� 1 teaspoon kosher salt
�� ½ teaspoon ground cinnamon
�� ¼ teaspoon each : ground clove and 

nutmeg
�� 2 cups candied cherries cut in half
�� 2 cups dates chopped
�� 1 ½ cups pecans chopped
�� optional - pecan halves for the top of 

cookies
Directions

1. Preheat the oven to 400°. Line a cookie 
sheet with parchment paper.

2. Cream together the butter and sugar, about 
2-3 minutes. Add the eggs one at a time 
and mix for another minute.

3. Pour in the buttermilk and vanilla and mix 
another minute.

4. In a separate bowl or on a piece of 
parchment paper, sift together the flour, 
baking soda, salt, cinnamon, clove and 
nutmeg.

5. Add the flour a little at a time to the cookie 
dough mixture, just until combined.

6. Chop the cherries, pecans and dates.
7. Stir/Mix in the candied cherries, dates and 

chopped pecans.
8. Drop the dough onto the parchment lined 

baking sheet, about a heaping tablespoon 
each.

9. If using the pecan half, place on top of 
each cookie, pressing down to adhere and 
spread the cookie a little.

10. Bake for 9-11 minutes.
11. They will be done when the very outside 

edge is just starting to turn golden. They 
are a very soft cookie due to the brown 
sugar, so they will seem under done in the 
center, but will firm up as they cool.

12. If you are baking in batches, place the 
remaining dough in the refrigerator until 
needed.

13. Let the cookies sit on the hot baking sheet 
for an additional 5 minutes, then transfer 
to a cooling rack to cool the rest of the way

14. Store cookies at room temp for up to 5 
days.

15. Divide the layers of cookies with some 
parchment paper or waxed paper

CREAM CHEESE CHRISTMAS COOKIES
 8 dozen cookies
Ingredients

�� 1 cup butter, softened
�� 1 (8-oz.) pkg. cream 

cheese
�� 1 cup white sugar
�� 1/2 tsp. vanilla extract
�� 2 1/2 cups all-

purpose flour
�� 1/2 cup chopped 

pecans
�� 1/2 tsp. salt
�� 1/2 cup green sugar crystals
�� 1/2 cup red sugar crystals
�� 1 cup pecan halves

Directions
1. Cream together the butter and cream 

cheese. Add sugar and vanilla; beat until 
light and flu�y.

2. Combine the flour and salt; gradually add 
to creamed mixture, beating until well 
blended. Stir in chopped pecans. Cover 
bowl with plastic wrap and refrigerate for 
15 minutes.

3. On four sheets of parchment paper, shape 
dough into four 6-inch rolls, 1 1/2 inches in 
diameter. Wrap each roll tightly in foil and 
refrigerate over night.

4. Preheat oven to 325°F (165°C). Line cookie 
sheets with foil. Remove rolls of dough 
from refrigerator one at a time. Coat each 
roll with red or green sugar crystals; cut 
dough into 1/4-inch slices.

5. Place on prepared cookie sheets; top each 
cookie with a pecan half. Bake for 15 to 18 
minutes or until bottom of cookie is lightly 
browned when lifted.

BUTTER PECAN COOKIES

24 Servings
Ingredients

�� 1 cup salted butter
�� ½ cup light brown sugar
�� ¼ cup sugar
�� 1 tsp vanilla extract
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�� 1 large egg
�� 2½ cup all purpose flour
�� ½ cup to�ee bits
�� ½ cup pecans chopped

Directions
1. In a large mixing bowl add the room 

temperature butter and sugars. Beat or mix 
together until combined.

2. Add in the vanilla extract and egg. Mix to 
combine.

3. Stir in the all purpose flour. Fold in the to�ee 
bits and chopped pecans.

4. Divide the cookie dough in half. Lay a piece 
of plastic wrap on the counter. Place one 
half of the cookie dough on the plastic wrap. 
Using the plastic wrap, roll the dough into a 
long round shape. Roll it against the counter 
to get the dough compact and round. Make 
sure the cookie dough is completely 
wrapped in the plastic wrap and place in the 
fridge to chill. Do the same with the second 
half of the shortbread cookie dough.

5. Chill the cookie dough for at least 2 hours. 
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees.

6. Remove the cookie dough from the 
refrigerator and remove the plastic wrap. 
Using a large knife slice the cookie dough 
into 1/2 inch rounds.

7. Place the shortbread cookie rounds on a 
large baking sheet that is lined with a 
silicone baking mat or parchment paper.

8. Press the edges of the cookies in to smooth 
out from cutting.

9. Bake the cookies for about 12-14 minutes 
until cooked through. Cookies will be 
slightly golden on the outside. They will not 
spread much or rise.

10. Store the cookies in sealed containers at 
room temperature.

BUTTERSCOTCH PUDDING COOKIES
18 cookies
Ingredients

�� 1 (15.25 ounce) box 
butter golden cake 
mix

�� 1 (3.4 ounce) 
package instant 
butterscotch pudding 
mix

�� 1/2 cup melted salted butter
�� 2 large eggs
�� 1 cup butterscotch chips

Instructions
1. Preheat the oven to 350 degree F and line 

two baking sheets with parchment paper.

2. In a large bowl, combine the cake mix, 
pudding mix, melted butter, and eggs. Mix 
until well combined and a thick dough 
forms.

3. Fold in the butterscotch chips until evenly 
distributed throughout the dough.

4. Scoop about 2 tablespoons of dough for 
each cookie and place them on the 
prepared baking sheets, leaving space 
between each.

5. Bake for 10-12 minutes, or until the edges 
are set and the tops look slightly 
underbaked to keep them soft and chewy.

6. Let the cookies cool on the baking sheet for 
5 minutes, then transfer them to a wire rack 
to cool completely.

7. Store the cookies in an airtight container at 
room temperature for 3-4 days.

8. The cookies can be frozen for up to 3 
months in an airtight container or freezer 
bag. Thaw at room temperature before 
serving

OATMEAL CRANBERRY COOKIES
6 Dozen Cookies
Ingredients

�� 1 cup butter, softened
�� 1-1/2 cups sugar
�� 2 large eggs
�� 1 teaspoon vanilla 

extract
�� 2 cups all-purpose 

flour
�� 1 teaspoon baking 

powder
�� 1/2 teaspoon salt
�� 1/4 teaspoon baking soda
�� 2 cups quick-cooking oats
�� 1 cup raisins
�� 1 cup coarsely chopped fresh or frozen 

cranberries
�� 1 tablespoon grated orange zest
�� 1 package (10 to 12 ounces) white baking 

chips
Directions
 In a large bowl, cream butter and sugar until light 
and flu�y. Add eggs, one at a time,
beating well after each addition. Beat in vanilla. 
Combine the flour, baking powder, salt
and baking soda; add to the creamed mixture. Stir 
in the oats, raisins, cranberries and
orange zest. Stir in baking chips.
Drop by rounded teaspoonfuls 2 in. apart onto 
greased baking sheets. Bake at 375°
until the edges are lightly browned, 10-12 minutes. 
Cool on wire racks.
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.

Once upon a time there was a king who 
wanted to go fishing. He called the royal 

weather forecaster and inquired about the 
weather forecast for the next few hours. The 
weatherman assured him that there was no 
chance of rain in the coming days.
So the king went fishing with his wife, the 
queen.
On the way he met a farmer on his donkey. 
Upon seeing the king the farmer said, "Your 
Majesty, you should return to the palace at 
once because in just a short time I expect a 
huge amount of rain to fall in this area".
The king was polite and considerate, he 
replied: "I hold the palace meteorologist in high 
regard. He is an extensively educated and 
experienced professional, and I pay him very 
high wages. He gave me a very di�erent 
forecast. I trust him and I will continue on my 
way." So they did.
However, a short time later a torrential rain fell 
from the sky. The King and Queen were totally 
soaked and their entourage chuckled upon 

seeing them in such a shameful condition.
Furious, the king returned to the palace and 
gave the order to fire the weatherman at once! 
Then he summoned the farmer and o�ered him 
the prestigious and high paying role of royal 
forecaster.
The farmer said, "Your Majesty, I do not know 
anything about forecasting. I obtain my 
information from my donkey. If I see my 
donkey's ears drooping, it means with certainty 
that it will rain." So 
instead, the King 
hired the donkey on 
the spot.
And thus began the 
ancient-old practice 
of hiring dumb asses 
to work in the 
government and 
occupy its highest 
and most influential 
positions...

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTSNOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Diabetic foot ulcers • Venous leg ulcers • Burns
Non-healing wounds • Traumatic wounds 

ALL AGES! 

334.443.0160334.443.0160
Fax: 334-443-0162Fax: 334-443-0162

2126 West Roy Parker Road • Suite 207   Ozark, Alabama 36360

Call for an appointment.

Board Certified General SurgeryBoard Certified General Surgery

Faith
“Putting all your eggs in God's basket, then counting your blessings before they hatch."
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"My life is based on a true story."

We carry a large selection of  
Cross Stitch patterns, Silk Floss,  

Over dyed Cotton Floss, and hand  
dyed fabrics in Aida and Linen.

Website: GaRon-Stitchery.com 
Email: garon.tottenbags@gmail.com 

Phone: 954-629-0042

Online shop located in Alabama
GaRon Stitchery

1301 Andrews Ave.  432-7085 591 S. Union Ave.   774-8505 You can’t go wrong when you Buy-Rite!

2 
CONVENIENT

LOCATIONS 
IN  OZARK

A sign posted on the wall of an Army 
mess read:

Don't Waste Food --                                           
Food will win the war."  

Beneath someone had written:                  
"That's fine, but how do we get the 

enemy to eat it?" 
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OUR CARING, COMPASSIONATE, AND
COMPETENT TEAM OF PROVIDERS ARE HERE

TO SERVE YOUR HEALTHCAE NEEDS 

FAMILY MEDICINE, URGENT CARE, & AVIATION MEDICINE
APPOINTMENTS & WALK-INS ACCEPTED

ADDITIONAL PROVIDERS - FASTER SERVICE
More exam rooms and more providers

Less waiting time to me drrn,
Upgraded Facilty ~ New Fresh Look ~ New Equipment

Extended Hours
7:am - 6 pm , Monday  - Friday

8 am - 1.OO pm  Saturdays

1519 East Andrews Ave
Ozark, ALabama 36360

(334) 774-7610

http://dalemedical.org
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Solution on page 29
WACKIE WORDS 

• Tree Work
• Stump Grinding
• Debris Removal
• Brush Cutting

• Dirt work
• Road Trimming
• Firewood
• Lumber

• Lawn Care 
• Sod
• Landscaping
• Fencing

 "I have noticed that  the people who are late are often so much jollier than the people 
who have to wait for  them."

Ozark Tire & Service
YOUR FULL SERVICE TIRE CENTER

774-1416
178 W. Roy Parker Rd. , Ozark, Al

Thank you to the good folks of Ozark,
we wish you a

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year,

Tim and Tina Stafford
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THE FOUR GIFTS OF CHRISTMAS
 By Wallace Kennedy, Jr.

Christmas celebra�ons started in America as early as the 
1600s, with the first recorded 
celebra�on in Virginia in 1607. 
However, it wasn't widely 
adopted and was even outlawed 
by some groups, like the 
Puritans. Christmas became a 
federal holiday in the United 
States in 1870, which helped it 
become a more mainstream 
na�onal tradi�on with customs 
like decora�ng Christmas trees 
and exchanging gi�s spreading 
across the country in the late 
19th century.        A 
prelude is an introductory ac�on, event, or performance that 
comes before a bigger or more momentous one. The 
Prophet Isaiah prophesized of the coming of “The Four Gi�s 
of Christmas”.                   Isaiah 9:6 For unto 
us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlas�ng 
Father, The Prince of Peace.                                                          
 A child is born; a son is given: This dual descrip�on 
highlights the Messiah's dual nature, fully human and fully 
divine. Jesus’ humanity and that He came to iden�fy with 
humankind, as seen in His life. 

The Four Gi�s of Christmas:

Wonderful Counselor: He provides perfect and complete 
advice from God's perspec�ve.

Mighty God: He is fully God, the "God almighty" who has 
all authority and power.

Everlas�ng Father: He is the eternal Father who nurtures 
and protects his people, not as a tyrant, but as a loving 

father.

Prince of Peace: He brings 
reconcilia�on with God and 
perfect peace to those who trust 
him.

These four gi�s many years ago 
hung on a tree. The God of all 
crea�on offers these gi�s that 
can not be earned, they are free 
to anyone that believe. What 
does God want in re-turn for this 
gi�? Answer; Jesus says unto us: 

Love God with all our heart, with all our soul, and with all 
our mind.

Celebra�ng Christmas is central to our faith because it 
marks the moment God became a man to offer salva�on 
from sin and provide a way for people to be reconciled 
with God. Christmas is a �me to reflect on Jesus's life and 
sacrifice, as well as His teachings of love, humility, and 
righteousness. 

Have you embraced, and experienced these four 
wonderful gi�s? They are available to anyone willing to 
believe in their heart that Jesus is the Son of God. 
Confess with their mouth. He was born of the Spirit, 
suffered and died to save the world. He was raised by the 
Holy Spirit, and is now seated on the throne of God. 

Jesus desire that all will be saved!

“No Job Too Large or Small”
Over 40 Years Experience

FREE estimates up to a 100 mile radius

SPECIALIZING IN:
Foundations

Driveways
Patios

Block Work
334-588-3998                                                      
334-606-1434

P.O. BOX 28
BELLWOOD, AL

36313

FR
EEZERS REFRIGERATORS

RANGES

W
A

SHERS
DRYERS PARTS DISHWASHER

S

Servicing the area for over 35 years!
106 S. Conner St.  •  Enterprise, AL

https://www.tristateappliancerepair.net/
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Yeah; I have 
something left...my 
name, Exp date, & 

card number.

Clay Hagler, Owner
office@haglerac.com
clay@haglerac.com

Eufaula Ozark: 334-687-4550
Ozark Office: 334-774-8050

Fax: 334-774-9186
186 North Union Ave. • Ozark, AL 36360

24 - Hr Emergency Service
334-774-8050
334-687-4550

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL…GET IT DONE!
www.haglerac.com

Alabama Licenses
HVAC # 00157

Refrigeration # 51409

I need to borrow 
some money...do 
you have anything 
left on your card?

"Forgiving means giving up on getting even." - Dr. Val Farmer

Business Signs
Bakery: "It's nice to be kneaded." 
Car Dealership: "The best way to get back 
on your feet - miss a car payment." 
Computer Store: "Out for a quick byte." 
Operating Room Entrance: "May I Cut In?" 
Photographer's Studio: "Out to Lunch: If not 
back by five, out for Dinner also." 
Podiatrist's O�ice: "Time wounds all heels." 
Proctologist's Door: "To expedite your visit, 
please back in." 
Propane Filling Station: "Tank heaven for 
little grills." 
Sanitarium Door: "Nobody leaves here 
mad." 
Store Window: "Why go elsewhere and be 
cheated when you can come here?" 
Undertaker's Window: "Drive carefully. We 
can wait." 
Waterbed Shop: "Your vinyl resting place."
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LAL0235LAL0235 LAL0235

JASMINE HILLS                                                                           
I, II, and III                                                               

1 & 2 Bedrooms

ARITON             
APARTMENTS                         

1 & 2 Bedrooms

CLAYBANK 
APARTMENTS                        

1 & 2 Bedrooms

Water, Sewage, and 
Garbage Included                                  

Call                  
Mikie Walding 

Company

334-774-3222                          
TDD 1-800-548-2546

MOVE             
IN                                    

SPECIAL          
$350.00 TO 

$375.00 

OAKVIEW 
RETIREMENT 

CENTER
All utilities included 

for elderly and 
disabled

Contact                                      
Mikie Walding 

Company                                               
for details at                      

1518-A Andrews Ave.    
Ozark, AL 36360

334-774-3222                          
TDD 1-800-548-2546

Oakview 
Retirement 

Center
Fuqua & Walding  

Partnership Apartments  
927 Mixon School 
Road   Ozark, AL

1 & 2 Bedrooms    
Rent Based On Your 

Income                            
For Senior Citizens, 

Handicap or Disabled.                         
All Utilities Paid, 
Laundry Room           

Call                                
Mikie Walding 

Company 

334-774-3222                          
TDD 1-800-548-2546

Wisdom is not measured in the words spoken, but in the restraint of 
the words that shouldn't be.

Maybe so, but the  $25 
popcorn and                          

$10 sodas started it.

That Netflix thingy has killed 
the movie theaters!

America is like a healthy body and its 
resistance is threefold:

Its patriotism, its morality and its 
spiritual life. 

If we can undermine these three areas, 
America will collapse from within…

~ Joseph Stalin

Auto Insurance
Meeting with my auto-insurance agent, I 
confessed that I'd been comparing rates on 
the Internet and had gotten a quote that was 
30% less than his. 
"Tell me, sir," he responded, "when you have 
an emergency, whom do you want to deal 
with, a man or a mouse?"

Burial Costs
"It is hard to understand how a 

cemetery raised its burial cost and 
blamed it on the cost of living."

what that burn spot is on the 
face of her microwave.
Okay, so I was home alone with 
this new toy, thinking to myself 
that it couldn't be all that bad 
with only two triple-A batteries, 
right?!!!
There I sat in my recliner, my 
cat Gracie looking on intently 
(trusting little soul) while I was 
reading the directions and 
thinking that I really needed to 
try this thing out on a flesh & 
blood moving target. I must 
admit I thought about zapping 
Gracie (for a fraction of a 
second) and thought better of 
it. She is such a sweet cat. But, 
if I was going to give this thing 
to my wife to protect herself 
against a mugger, I did want 
some assurance that it would 
work as advertised. Am I 
wrong?
So, there I sat in a pair of 
shorts and a tank top with my 
reading glasses perched 

Looking Back at Romance
"I never would have married you if I knew how stupid 

you were!" shouted the woman to her husband!
The husband replied, "You should've known how 
stupid I was the minute I asked you to marry me!"
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SHORT TERM REHABILITATION
ALZHEIMER’S UNIT

PHYSICAL, SPEECH, AND 
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

334.774.2631
www.oakviewmanor.com

We are focused on…
Health Management, Quality Lifestyle
                       and Resident Comfort.

138 BED 
SKILLED NURSING FACILITY

LICENSED BY THE
 ALABAMA BOARD OF HEALTH.
ALL BEDS ARE CERTIFIED FOR 

MEDICARE,MEDICAID
& PRIVATE PARTY 

Musicians
A musical director was 
having a lot of trouble 
with one drummer. He 
talked and talked and 

talked with the drummer, 
but his performance 

simply didn't improve.
Finally, before the whole 

orchestra, he said, "When 
a musician just can't 

handle his instrument 
and doesn't improve 

when given help, they 
take away the instrument, 

and give him two sticks, 
and make him a 

drummer."
A stage whisper was 

heard from the 
percussion section: "And 

if he can't handle even 
that, they take away one 

of his sticks and make 
him a conductor."

"I sure miss the day when someone else pumped your gas for you -                                       
it was much cheaper back then."

Printing Services
Business Cards
Post Cards
EDDM Cards
Rack Cards
Custom Printed Pens

Banners
Vehicle Magnets
Business Checks

NCR Forms
Koozies

Yard Signs
Brochures

Magazines
Door Hangers

& Much More!

Professionally Designed By Red Oak Printing Services
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Facing Trying Situations
No matter how hard we try to 
respond to anger in positive ways, 
there will always be times when we 
“fly o� the handle”. We’ve heard 
these statements; “she makes me 
madder than an old, wet, setting 
hen”. Another one is, “he makes me 
so mad I could spit”. Or, “don’t get 
your britches in a wad”. The 
sweetest one is, “well bless your 
heart”. I know one of those brought 
back a memory. I tell people; “No one can make you 
angry, it’s you that allows them to”. No, I am not able to 
heed my own words at all times, but have to beg 
forgiveness moments later. If we follow our emotions, 
we often react with anger. The old saying, “count to ten” 
is biblical.

Several Bible verses advise against letting anger control 
you. “And “don’t sin by letting anger control you. “Don’t 
let the sun go down while you are still angry, for anger 
gives a foothold to the devil.”

(Eph 4:26-27). Other verses like James 1:19-20 
encourage being "quick to listen, slow to speak, and 
slow to get angry," while Proverbs 29:11 states that "a 

fool gives full vent to his spirit, but a 
wise person quietly holds it back.” These 
verses emphasize managing anger in a 
Godly manner.

The Bible has a lot of wisdom and 
practical advice for everything in our 
everyday lives. When we are faced with 
emotionally charged situations, we can 
struggle to respond in a godly way. I 
recently did a message on “The Great I 
Am”. God invites us over and over to be 
still. (Psa 46:10). When Nehimiah heard 

that Jerusalem had been destroyed, he could have 
exploded with anger. Instead, “When I heard these 
things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned 
and fasted and prayed before the God of heaven”. (Neh 
1:1-4). Learning to sit still 
gives God time to meet us 
and guide us with truth, 
comfort, and healing. In 
trying times remember, “A 
soft answer turns away 
wrath, but a harsh word stirs 
up anger.” (Pro 15:1).

1869 Andrews Avenue • 334-443-0843
www.ozarkselfstorageal.com

Come see us for your rental tuck needs!UNIT SIZES
5’ x 5’
10’ x 10’
10’ x 11’
10’ x 12’

12’ x 12’
12’ x 15’
20’ x 20’

I bought a dog the other day...I named him Stay.  It's fun to call him...
"Come here, Stay! Come here, Stay!" He went insane

https://www.ozarkselfstorageal.com/
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CALL IN      774-2056       
964 E Broad St. Ozark, AL   

Family owned and operated since 1962,                      
we're your destination for sweet treats, some 

of the best food in Ozark, and fair prices.

DiFilippo’s 334-774-8236
2245 Hwy. 231 S. Ozark, ,AL

Tues - Sat 4 pm - 9 pm

Take Outs & DINE IN
PIZZA
PASTA, SUBS, AND SALADS

I hate when you offer someone a sincere compliment on their mustache and suddenly 
She’s not your friend anymore.

SUDOKU

• Windshield Replacement
• Auto Glass Replacement
• Home Glass Replacement
• Commercial Glass Replacement

http://Dairy%20King%20Logo%20sign.pnghttps://www.facebook.com/DairyKingofOzark
https://www.dairykingal.com/
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     Claybank Master Gardeners  
 December 2025
The carefully planned historical gardens of 
several of America’s Founding Fathers were 
the subject of a fascinating presentation by 
Wiregrass Master Gardener Yvonne Hines 
during our November meeting. We learned 
that the United States was built as an 
agrarian society from its earliest 
beginnings.               
George Washington’s Mount Vernon 
gardens included orchards producing apples, pears, 
peaches, and apricots, some grown on espaliers 
against the brick walls of the homestead.                                                                                

Thomas Je�erson’s original maps for his gardens at 
Monticello were recently found and now his famous 
homestead is being redesigned to match his original 
plans.  His vegetable gardens included 330 di�erent 
varieties of plants along a 1,000-foot-long garden 
terrace.                                                                                                                                      

John Adams’ family home, “Peacefield”, in Quincy, 
Massachusetts included decorative gardens and an 
apple orchard.

Focusing on native trees and plants, and exquisitely 
designed gardens, there are many more Founding 
Fathers who carefully designed their gardens for feeding 

their large households and delighted in showing them to 
visitors from around the world. 

Gardening tips: If your outdoor potted plants are not 
thriving, be sure to remove them from the 
pots to check out the roots. I discovered 
too late that there was a colony of ants 
busily tending gazillions of eggs in several 
of my plant pots. Also, less water is better 
than too much water, as plants slow down 
their growth in winter. Be sure to trim back 
and remove funky leaves, and your plants 
will thank you for washing o� the 

accumulation of dust from the leaves. A light spray of 
soapy water on the soil and the leaves will discourage 
gnats, aphids and other random insects. 

There will NOT be a December meeting of the Claybank 
Master Gardeners, but you are welcome to join us on 
Wednesday, January 14th, 2026 at the Hoppergrass 
Restaurant in Ozark,  located across the street from 
Three Scoops Sandwich and Ice Cream Shop at 129 S. 
East Ave. Call the Dale County Extension O�ice at (334) 
774-2329 to verify the date in case of last minute 
changes. The meeting starts at 11 AM, but the bu�et 
line is shorter at 10:30 if you wish to buy lunch.

3765 WILL LOGAN ROAD 
 OZARK, AL 

334-733-4250

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK TILL 8pm
14995 S. US Hwy 231 • Midland City, AL  • 983-4101

"While watching a marathon I saw one runner dressed as a chicken & another 
dressed as an egg . . . this could be interesting.

THE BLACK DEATH
An elderly parish priest was tending 
his garden near a convent when a 
passerby stopped to inquire after the 
priest's much-loved roses. 
"Not bad," said the priest, "but they 

suffer from a disease peculiar to this 
area known as the black death." 
"What on earth is that?" asked the 
passerby, anxious to increase his 
garden knowledge. 
"Nuns with scissors."

https://www.aces.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/117892341909796
https://www.facebook.com/AlabamaMasterGardenerHelpline
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Serving Lunch   Sunday- Friday
10:30am - 2:00 pm

2 Large Banquet Rooms Available
For Special Events For up to 300 people *

We also Cater to Your Location*
*Call for Pricing on Events & Catering

129 East Avenue • Ozark
334-774-4404

Laughs & Lifts
Subscriptions

Make The Best Christmas Gift 
1 Subsciption: $35 for 12 months
2 Subscriptions: $65 for 12 months 
3 or more Subscriptions $28 Each for 12 mos.

They will think of you and smile! 

Send name(s) and address(s) with check  
made to Red Oak Printing & Publishing 

to
Laughs & Lifts/Subscriptions

P.O. Box 681 • Ozark,  AL 36361

"An adolescent is someone who acts like a baby when they aren't 
treated like an adult."

  FREE STAKES • FREE/FAST SHIPPING
When You Buy This Many

• 18” x 24”…………..10 @  $15 Ea.
• 18” x 24”…………..20 @  $12 Ea.
• 18” x 24”…………..50 @  $10 Ea.
• 18” x 24”………..100 @    $8 Ea.

1. Digital Printed Full Color
2. Printed On Both Sides
3. Includes Metal “H” Stake
4. 4mm White Corrugated Plastic

Most Popular Size….18” x 24”  Printed 2 sides ….Ships Tomorrow

https://laughsandlifts.com/subscribe
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Monday -Friday 6-5   • Saturday 6-12

SOME PEOPLE WON’T WORK IF YOU 
OFFERED THEM A JOB TASTING PIES

Sacrifice
A farmer runs into the pastor 
of his church after missing 
the morning service. "I'm 
sorry I missed you this 
morning", the pastor said.
"Well, Reverend", the farmer 
replied,"I had some hay to 
put up. I figured it was better 
to sit on a bale of hay 
thinking about God than to sit 
in church thinking about hay.

What does the opposite sex think of 
YOU!

In my sociology class, we were 
instructed to write down answers to 
some questions the teacher was asking.  
"Next question," announced the 
instructor. "How would you like to be 
seen by the opposite sex?"  
I was thinking about my answer when the 
young woman next to me turned and 
asked, "How do you spell 'intellectual?'"

There's no app for a lap . 
                                 Read to
                                       your 
                                      child.
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334-237-3160
334-432-0578 rp.handymanservices@yahoo.com

Licensed & Insured • Over 27 Years Experience
“I can do what your husband can’t or won’t do.”

8967 N. US Hwy 231 • Ariton, AL 36311

CROSSWORD
Across
Across
1. Those who fib
6. Trim
10. Sting
14. Improper
15. Lincoln and Vigoda
16. Roman emperor
17. Not fresh
18. Church group
19. Bread topping
20. Five-sided base (2 wds.)
22. Arctic
23. Turf
24. ____ of (throw out)
26. Not stiff
30. Swiss city
32. Pavarotti solo
33. Lennon's Yoko ____
34. Ran off to wed
39. Biblical food

41. NBC's rival
43. Grinding tooth
44. Mystery
46. Part of "L.A."
48. Lima's land
49. Purpose
51. Warbled
52. The Raptors' city
56. Corp. head
58. Texas shrine
59. Citrus preserve
65. Paddy product
66. "A ____ of Two Cities"
67. Mixed greens
68. Pizzeria appliance
69. Right now!
70. Overact
71. Koppel and Turner
72. Model
73. Lucifer

Down
1. Luxurious
2. Get ____ trouble
3. Genesis man
4. Dominate
5. Leaks slowly
6. Rose Bowl city
7. Assist a crook
8. Move back
9. NY time zone
10. Nosy person
11. Violin's kin
12. Regions
13. Roger ____ (007 actor)
21. Advertising emblem
22. Biblical poem
25. "____ Got You Under My Skin"
26. Gold fabric
27. Tehran's land
28. Short skirt
29. Sharp pain
31. Honorable
35. Dropper's word
36. Entreaty
37. Acquire by labor
38. Pharmacy item
40. Kind of acid
42. Sidewalk material
45. Colony insect
47. Plant stalk
50. Catsup fruit
52. Gypsy's card
53. Green shade
54. Sped
55. Foretelling signs
57. Fertile spots
60. Woeful word
61. Tibetan priest
62. Thanks ____! (2 wds.)
63. Computer info
64. Biblical garden
66. Recipe unit (abbr.)

https://www.facebook.com/RicksRentAHubbyHandymanServicesLLC
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What do you get when you cross the Godfather with a lawyer?
An offer you can't understand.

WACKIE WORDS SOLUTION  Teen Center and Programs
                          Reality Check, Inc.

                                       Our teen program and recreation center                                  
             are offered free to all  in grades 6th-12th 
                         and is located in the heart of Ozark AL at 
                          345 N Merrick Avenue, right behind City   
             Hall/Ozark Police Department.  We offer   
                        indoor basketball, pickleball, darts,  game 
rooms, a student lounge to hang out, free snacks, and so much 
more! Concession stands are available. The recreation center 

also offers after-school programs for teens, including computer 
labs, homework help, and tutoring.                                                                      

Please register for access to our recreation or after-school 
programs online (https://www.realitycheckyouth.com) or by 

stopping in at the rec center or our administrative offices 
located at 341 N Merrick Ave Ozark, AL. Our administrative 
offices and recreation center will be open on       Saturday's 

10:30am to 3:00pm and on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 
3pm-6:30pm.                                                                                            

All teens who wish to participate must register and provide the 
following: emergency contact info, medical conditions, and 
allergies.  Online registration is available and covers all of 

these requirements..                                                                       
https://www.realitycheckyouth.com/
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867 East Broad St. • Ozark, AL

Your LOCAL OWNED one stop shop for feed,
seed, fertilizer and gardening needs

TAKE IT UP OR LET IT OUT!
Buttons, Hems, Zippers, 
Mending

618 South Union Ave. • Ozark, AL

THINK LIKE A MAN OF ACTION,
ACT LIKE A MAN OF THOUGHT

TOWELS
When Sam returned to the house one 
evening, his wife Sarah announced that the 
new cleaning woman they had hired had 
stolen two towels. 
"Yeah," said Sam very disinterested, and 

reclining on the sofa, "that wasn't very nice of 
her to do." 
"You're sure right it wasn't," Sarah said. "And 
they were the two best towels we had .... you 
know the ones we got from the Hilton Hotel 
while we were on vacation!"

I had to apologize to the Martha at 
Rodeo's Mexican restaurant. I ordered a 

Taco Salad but I was so hungry that I 
accidentally ate the bowl.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/317828434955716/


You ain’t checked on me                            
all year and now you 

need me to cook 
for Christmas.

Well, I ain’t 
cooking 

nothing!!
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The Minister & the Lawyer

A minister and lawyer were chatting at a 
party. “What do you do if you make a 

mistake on a case?” The minister asked. 
“Try to fix it if it’s big; ignore it if it’s 

insignificant,” replied the lawyer.     

“What do you do?”                                                       
The minister replied, “Oh, more or less 
the same. Let me give you an example. 

The other day I meant to say ‘the devil is 
the father of liars,’ but instead I said ‘the 

devil is the father of lawyers,’                                   
so I let it go.”

Tact is the ability to build a fire under people without making them boil.

ZERO TO HERO
By Kevin Goodyear of Enterprise.           

Printed with permission.  
I remember being 9 years old, I hated playing 

sports but did it anyway. I was no good at 
baseball but one night our team was loosing as 

usual, last inning, 2 outs on the board, my time to 
bat, the players latterly leaving because it was 
over. Well a life changing miracle was about to 

take place, a boy was on 3rd and one on 1st. 
Somehow by the grace of God the bat made 

contact with the ball! I was stunned but started 
running, knowing I would be out at 1st but the boy 
missed the ball. I went to 2nd then 3rd and the 
3rd base boy missed the ball… I slid into home 

plate… it was very close… the ump called safe and 
we won the game! The coach for the other team 
pitched a fit, but it was to late, we had won the 
game! It's so easy to go from zero to hero. Just 
show up and once and awhile you’ll win one! Your 

attitude will change and you will become a 
passionate winner at life!!




