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Thanksgiving in
Evergreen: More
than a holiday

Celebrating Community,
Gratitude, and Flavor

By Matt Frazier
Times Media columnist

hanksgiving in Evergreen
TValley is more than just a

holiday; it's a vibrant cele-
bration that embodies the spirit
of community, gratitude, and
togetherness.

As the leaves morph into stun-
ning shades of red and gold and
the air takes on a crispness, the
valley transforms into a pictur-
esque setting ideal for this fes-
tive occasion.

Residents and visitors alike dis-
cover countless ways to revel in
this season of thanks, participat-
ingin activities and dining options
that cater to diverse tastes and
preferences.

Local events play a significant
role in bringing the community
together. Festivities abound, from
parades featuring elaborate floats
and spirited marching bands to
pie-eating contests and craft fairs,
all capturing the essence of
Thanksgiving. These community
gatherings provide an excellent

See THANKSGIVING, page 10

San Jose-Evergreen
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Update on winter flood
preparedness presented
at joint news conference
held November 19

By William Bellou
Publisher
alley Water recently held a
‘ ) joint news conference on
winter flood preparedness
on November 19.

The event, held in partnership
with the County of Santa Clara, the
City of San José, and the National
Weather Service, highlighted
regional efforts to prepare for the
upcoming winter season.

The news conference on winter
flood preparedness highlighted
regional coordination, the use of
advanced monitoring technology,
and community readiness.

Key messages from representa-
tives of Valley Water, Santa Clara
County, the City of San José, and the
National Weather Service empha-
sized collaboration, tracking storms
with command centers and drones,
and urgingresidents to prepare for
unpredictable weather by creating
emergency plans and heeding
warnings.

Adopt-a-StormDrainpilotprogram

The Environmental Services
Department’s Watershed Protec-
tion Division is leading this volun-
teer effort to educate and empow-
er communities to take part in
reducing water pollution - because

Members of the news media asked questions of officials regarding regional efforts
to prepare for the winter season, including the new Adopt-a-Storm Drain pilot pro-
gram. Pictured (L to r) are Richard Santos, Valley Water Board Vice-Chair; Valley
Water CEO Melanie Richardson, CEO Valley Water, Brian Garcia, Warning Coor-
dination Meteorologist for the National Weather Service (SF Bay Area); San Jose
Mayor Matt Mahan; and Tom Chin, Deputy Director of Santa Clara County Office
of Emergency Management. Photo courtesy of Valley Water.

only rain should go down the storm
drain.
View the map in full screen at the

Adopt-a-Storm Drain GIS Map page
https://tinyurl.com/pz8wf24n
See PREPAREDNESS, page 10

Santa Clara County assessor candidates head to runoff election

By Keith Menconi

|

to reduce assessment and appeals times.

San José Spotlight
ith all the votes counted in the race for
WSanta Clara County assessor, the con-
test is headed for a December runoff
between Los Altos Vice Mayor Neysa Fligor and
former Saratoga Councilmember Rishi Kumar.
Saratoga Councilmember Yan Zhao and East
Side Union High School District Board Member
Bryan Do placed third and fourth place, respec-
tively.
The two runoff candidates agree big changes
are needed at the Santa Clara County Asses-

Neysa Fligor (left) and Rishi Kumar are headed to
a Dec. 30 runoff for Santa Clara County assessor.

sor’s Office, including the completion of an ongo-
ing tech modernization and reform measures

Buteach also maintains their own background
is best suited to carry out those reforms.

“I will be the first to tell you that there are
things that need to be improved,” Fligor, an
employee in the assessor’s office, told San José
Spotlight. “Butlalso bring a fresh perspective,
and when I see that change needs to be made,
I'm the first one to say, let’s figure out how to
do this and do it well.”

Since July, Fligor has been serving as assis-
tant assessor for the agency, helping to

See CANDIDATES, page 8

Make the nice
list — donate

blood this
holiday season!

By Sean Eastwood
Times staff writer
t's the season of giving, and
I there’s no better gift than life-
saving blood donations.

Throughout November, all Stan-
ford Blood Center donors will
receive a festive, collectible long-
sleeve “Ugly Sweater” t-shirt, just
in time for the winter celebra-
tions.

There is an immediate need for
all blood types, especially type O.
Please help ensure there is blood
available for patients in need by
making an appointment today.

Appointments can be made
online at stanfordbloodcenter.org,

viathe SBC app, or by calling 888-
723-7831 or texting to 999-777
to find the closest facility or con-
venient mobile unit in your com-
munity.

Donors should be in good health
with no cold, flu, or COVID-19
symptoms. Be sure to eat well
prior to donation, drink fluids, and
bring a photo ID. Donors must be
atleast 17 years of age (or 16 with
a parent or guardian’s consent).

Eligibility information can be

found at stanfordbloodcenter.
org/eligibility or by calling 888-
723-7831.
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AN AWARD-WINNING
LEARNING CENTER IN SAN JOSE

THE BEST VL8 5505 e i Academic Courses!
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&2 e 20220021 Grades K - 12
e Reading Comprehension *Online & In-Person
e Writing & Grammar Now Enrolling!

e Public Speaking & Debate 2025/26 SChOOl Year

e Mathematics

e Logic & Critical Thinking Courses!

Competitive Debate (4 O 8 ) 8 3 9 5 9 O 5

HSPT, PSAT & SAT Test Prep
Study Skills for Academic Success
o Test-Taking Strategies

Visit: SCAASanJose.com
for the complete schedule
of camps & classes!
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HALL OF FAME
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Silver Creek Academy
5619 Silver Creek Valley Road
San Jose, CA 95138




SERVING EVERGREEN & SILVER CREEK VALLEY SINCE 1982 m ONLINE: EVERGREENTIMES.COM EVERGREEN TIMES ®= NOV. 28 - DEC. 11, 2025 = PAGE 3

SAN JOSE YOUTH
SYMPHONY

2025 - 2026 SEASON

PHILHARMONIC
ORCHESTRA

Yair Samet, Music Director and Conductor

Season Opener Concert

Featuring

Elspeth Luu, cello, and Claire Kim, flute
Winners of the 2025 Young Artist Competition*

Premiere of Leela, a new composition for SJYS
by Concertmaster Saarthak Shankavaram SUNDAY

Wagner - Prelude to Die Meistersinger von Mdrmberg ] ]

Elgar — Cello Concerto in E minor

Borne - Carmen Fantasy for Flute and Orchestra

Borodin - Polovisian Dances 2025

Mexican Heritage Plaza Theater, 1700 Alum Rock
Tickets available now at sjys.org Avenue, San Jose 95116
@ 5:00 pm

" AHS

SPONSORS & ASSOCIATIONS
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Management mw—f SANJOSE

SAN JOSE SYMPHONY FOUNDATION

OF SIHLECOEN WALLEY
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San Jose opens
tiny home
village on Valley
Water land

By Joyce Chu
San José Spotlight

long-awaited San Jose tiny
Ahome village built on land

owned by the region’s largest
water supplier has opened — giv-
ing 136 homeless people a roof
over their heads.

The tiny homes on Cherry Avenue
cost $18.3 million to build and
include central laundry, private
bathrooms and an outdoor picnic
area. Nonprofit HomeFirst will pro-
vide case management to help peo-
ple transition into permanent hous-
ing. Security and meals will also be
provided. The city is leasing Valley
Water’s land until Dec. 31, 2035,
with an option for a five-year exten-
sion.

San Jose Vice Mayor Pam Foley,
whose District 9 covers this site,
said her district previously hasn’t
been part of the solution to end
homelessness because there’s not
much available land to build on.

“But this property and the part-
nership with Valley Water shows

The Cherry Avenue tiny home village will give 136 homeless people a safe place
to live. It has central laundry, private bathrooms and an outdoor picnic area.
Photo by Joyce Chu.

thatthere really are opportunities,”
Foley said at a news conference
held at the grand opening on Mon-
day. “This community... reflects our
belief that every person deserves
a chance to rebuild their lives.”

The tiny homes have been fund-
ed with about $9 million from the
state and $7 million from Measure
E,aproperty transfer tax approved
by city votersin 2020.San Jose also
received more than $2.5 million in
philanthropic donations. Develop-
er DignityMoves received up to $15
million to design and construct the
site. The city has allocated $3.3 mil-
lion for operating costs from Oct.1
to June 30, 2026.

Dozens of homeless people pre-
viously lived on the land, which sits
across from Hampton Inn and other
major businesses and homes. The

city cleared the camps where the
site sits by January and Valley Water
established ano encampmentzone
to prevent people from returning.
People who camp on the property
can be charged with an infraction
or fined under the water agency’s
policy.

The genesis of the Cherry Avenue
project began in 2022, when the
Valley Water board directed
employees to look for ways to
address homeless people living on
agency land. Valley Water part-
nered with San Jose on a plan for
its Cherry Avenue property, and in
June 2023 the City Council
approved temporary housing on
the site — with the intention to
move homeless peopleliving there
into the future tiny homes.

“I urge all government institu-

tions to consider this dynamicinter-
governmental relationship,” Jim
Beall, District 4 director on the Val-
ley Water board and former state
lawmaker, said at the grand open-
ing. “We end up with a lot more
(housing) projects when that hap-
pens.”

The Cherry Avenue tiny home vil-
lage is the 11th temporary hous-
ing site to openin San Jose this year.
Tiny homes on Branham Lane
opened in February. Then came the
Berryessa safe parking site, Via del
Oro tiny homes, Taylor Street safe
sleeping site, five motels convert-
ed to homeless shelters and the
expansion of Rue Ferrari last
month. One more site is scheduled
to open this year, the Cerone tiny
homes.

Once thatis finished, San Jose will
have added nearly 1,240 spaces for
homeless people to stay — nearly
tripling the city’s capacity fromlast
year, according to city data.

Atthe Cherry Avenue grand open-
ing, Mayor Matt Mahan emphasized
the city is upholding its promise to
bring 1,000 beds online by the end
of the year.

“Exactly 300 days ago, we stood
in the same spotand broke ground
onthe community we see before you
heretoday,” Mahan said. “I shared the
results that were proving that this

See TINY HOMES, next page
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Dan Caputo Company

California Water Service, Judy & Bernie Blegen, DGDG
Does Good, The Barbara & Paul Gentzkow Family,
The Klobnock Family, KPMG, Lathrop GPM,
Lexus Stevens Creek, Melody Walsh

iW. 3 Dr. Sonia Avilucea, California Bank of Commerce,
L8 The Demkowski Family, Heritage Bank of Commerce,
Lissa Kreisler, Valley Water, Kirk Walukiewicz

Geronimo Desumala & Neal Gutierrez, jon Honore,
Tracy & Daryl Nees, Vince Sunzeri and Corrine Fabie,
The Turner Soule Family, Camie & Tres VanKeuren,
Sutter Health Gould Medical Group - Arlaine
Barcelona Gutierrez, MD

HAPPY HOUR SPONSORS

Dr. Rouviere & Ben de Waal, Justin Fairchild, Kim & Brad
Guzules, The Pied Piper Exterminators, Tucker Construction

THANK YOU FROM HAPPY HOLLOW FOUNDATION

In appreciation of the generosity of sponsors, donors and friends who supported
the 2025 Hooray for Happy Hollow event benefiting Happy Hollow Park & Zoo.

Gunther’s

Breathe Together Yoga, Byington Vineyard, C'est Si Bon,
Campisi & Company, Dinsmore Landscaping, Dorothy
Scarpace, Dry Creek Grill, Fortino Winery, Giorgio's Italian,
Restaurant & Catering,
Foundation, Happy Hollow Park & Zoo, Higher Fire
Clayspace & Gallery, History San José, Icing on the Cake,
J. Lohr, Joe Escobar, Julie & Chris Henriques, Kendra Scott,
Kim & Bart Vostermans, Marilyn Payne, Palermo Italian
Restaurant, Paris Avenue, Picchetti Winery, Rancho del
Pueblo Golf Club, Rhonda Nourse & Patrick Crema, Richard
Nichols, Dr. Rouviere & Ben de Waal, Royal Wine & Spirits,
Safari West, San Francisco Pediatric Laser Acupuncture,
San Jose Barracuda, San Jose Giants, San José State
University Athletics, S/SU Spartan Golf Complex, Sharks Ice,
Silver Creek Golf Club, Soquel Vineyards, TheatreWorks
Silicon Valley, Total Wine, Tracy & Daryl Nees, Tutu School
Willow Glen, Vardy's Jewelers

Happy Hollow

Happy Hollow Foundation is dedicated
to preserving and enhancing Happy
Hollow Park & Zoo so that it remains a

community asset that is highly valued
and accessible to all
Scan the QR code to learn more!
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Times Local News

Gearing up for the
holiday season

By Bill Schroh, Jr.
President & CEO
History San José
appy November everyone! As we gear
Hup for this Holiday season, I am on
an emotional roller coast-

port our restoration efforts so that we can
prepare the home for use as a gallery, event
space, and classroom. [ will keep you
informed on the progress of the move!
San José Roots took place on November
1statSan Pedro Square Market with thanks
to our sponsors, the San Jose Office of Cul-
tural Affairs, Betty Duong, and StarOne Cred-
it Union. Once again History San José, along
with our community partners at Mosaic
America and many more, hosted

er! October began with the high of
History San José hosting our Annu-
al Valley of Heart's Delight
Fundraiser which not only raises
funds for the museum but is also
a celebration of the history and
culture of San Jose.

More than 200 people joined us
under the Light Tower of History
Park as we celebrated three San
Jose luminaries, San José Jazz Exec-
utive Director Brendan Rawson
and Community Engagement
Leaders Marianne and Carl Salas for their
incredible work both onstage and behind the
scenes helping to create the fellowship and
community in San Jose we all strive for and
love! During the event I shared some excit-
ing news about the Sakauye Farmhouse, and
I am happy to finally be able to share it with
all of you!

In partnership with San Jose City Coun-
cilmember Rosemary Kamei, the Japanese
American Museum of San Jose, and the
Preservation Action Council San Jose, |
am thrilled to announce that we have reached
our first fundraising milestone to be able to
move the Sakauye Farmhouse to History
Park! The house is no longer in danger of
being demolished, yet there still is much
work to be done once the Sakauye Farm-
house has arrived at History Park! Now the
second phase of fundraising begins for the
restoration of the Farmhouse. Please sup-

San José

Bill Schroh, Jr.
President & CEO

tours of our historic downtown
buildings, cultural performances,
poetry readings, and community
booths that highlighted the vibrant
cultural heritage of our city. Dur-
ing this festival we incorporate as
many different traditions as pos-
sible to show how diverse our
shared community really is. This
blending of cultures has made us
the amazing region we are today.

In contrast to the highs of our
many fall events, the month is end-
ing with seeing the senseless injury of one
of the most important symbols of the Unit-
ed States: the White House. Seeing the East
Wing of the White House destroyed with-
out the historic preservation community’s
involvement makes me stop and think, what
might be next? This will only make me work
harder to make sure something like this
doesnothappenin San Jose without the his-
toric preservation community’s input!

Our history and heritage needs to be pre-
served, protected, and celebrated, not erased,
distorted, or destroyed! The History San José
Team will continue the fight to save and pre-
serve important historic buildings in San
Jose and the Santa Clara Valley. One of the
key pillars of History San José is the preser-
vation of historic buildings, and as many of
you know, it’s one of the reasons History Park
was created! I hope you will join us to sup-
port this worthy cause.

Partner with the
San Jose Police Department
in fighting crime by registering

your camera today.
HOW TO REGISTER
« Complete the registration form
Camera Archive & Mapping through sjpd.org or scan the

QR code below.

Helpful Tips:

If a crime occurs in your
community or place of

« Know how to download your camera
footage

« When mounting cameras, please be
aware of places where people may have
a reasonable expectation of privacy
(examples: their backyard or interior of

business, SJPD will contact
you for video footage.

All information is confidential.
Registration is voluntary and
there is no cost associated
with registration.

their home)

Focus and mount your video on key
points of entry or concern

Exterior Mounting Location Options:
Front door, rear door, side gate,
driveway/front parking lot, second floor
wide view and street view.

Keep batteries charged in your cameras.
Consider lighting around your cameras.

For assistance call the
Crime Prevention Unit (408) 277-4133.

SAN JOSE POLICE DEPARTMENT
201 W. Mission St.
San Jose, CA95110

https://www.sjpd.org/community/crime-
prevention/security-camera-registration

Tiny homes

Continued from previous page

approach was starting to work. I told you that
SanJose had seena 10% drop in unsheltered
homelessness, while the rest of the state saw
a 10% rise.”

San Jose has 6,503 homeless residents.
Unsheltered homelessness in San Jose has
dropped more than 1,000 people since 2022.
Roughly 3,959 homeless residents are unshel-
tered, orabout 60%, and 2,544 are sheltered,
according to the latest point in time count con-

ducted in January before the 11 sites opened.
Still, the city has experienced a slight increase
in its homeless population, up 237 people,
from the last count in 2023.

San Jose is working to bring unsheltered
homelessness down to 50% and reach “func-
tional zero” — when the number of people
exitinghomelessnessis greater than the num-
ber of people becoming homeless.

“If we stay determined to end the crisis on
our streets, this city really is going to do it,”
DignityMoves CEO Elizabeth Funk said at the
grand opening. “I'm proud to be a part of it.”

Bring your yard to life!

Our rebates of up to $3,000
help make the change!

WaterSavings.org

/‘é_/ Valley Water

ENJOY FESTIVITIES
& FUN AT BLINKY’S
DRIVE-THRU!

Drive through breathtaking
illuminated tunnels with
over 200,000 twinkling
lights synchronized to
festive holiday music!

QR CODEAND
PURCHASE
YOURTICKETS
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San Jose Dance Theatre announces community guest artists for 60th

anniversary '‘Chimney Sweep' cameo roles in Th

Nutcracker, San Jose Dance Theatre is delighted to introduce a

special new tradition: Guest Community Chimney Sweeps, fea-
turing notable local leaders and beloved public figures in cameo
appearances throughout Nutcracker weekend.

Traditionally, chimney sweeps have long been considered sym-
bols of good fortune — folklore says that shakinga chimney sweep’s
hand brings luck for the year ahead. In this milestone production,
each guest will bring their own magic, personality, and San José
spirit to this whimsical role, honoring both the past and future of
this beloved holiday production.

“This is such a joyful way to honor our community while cele-
brating 60 years of Nutcracker magic in San José,” says Elizabeth
Sweeney, Executive Director of San Jose Dance Theatre. “Each guest
sweep embodies the collaborative, community-centered heart of
SJDT.”

San Jose Dance Theatre is proud to welcome the following guest
chimney sweeps:

Guest Chimney Sweep Appearances

e December 13, 2:00 PM: Viscount Michael North - San Jose Restau-
rateur

e December 13, 7:30 PM: Elizabeth Sweeney - SJDT Alumna &
Executive Director

¢ December 14, 2:00 PM: Ron Murietta - Arts Industry Support
Director, San Jose Office of Economic Development & Cultural Affairs

e December 20, 2:00 PM: Shan Berries - Radio Host at Mix 106.5,
Founder of Shades By Shan Cosmetics & The MamaBerries Foun-
dation

¢ December 20, 7:30 PM: Holly Barr - Realtor & Founder of Wil-
low Glen Charm

¢ December 21, 2:00 PM: Matt Mahan - Mayor of San José

Each guest artist will appear live on stage in their scheduled per-
formance, contributing to the joy, humor, and theatrical sparkle of
this long-standing holiday tradition.

This special addition is part of San Jose Dance Theatre’s ongoing

I n celebration of the 60th Anniversary of The Original San José

e Original San José Nutcracker

Ty A
.

The Original San José Nutcracker, San Jose Dance Theatre is introducing a
special new tradition: Guest Community Chimney Sweeps, featuring notable
local leaders and beloved public figures in cameo appearances at Nutcracker
weekend performances. Among those appearing this year are (left to right)
Elizabeth Sweeney, Executive Director of San Jose Dance Theatre; Nicole
Haskins, Artistic Director of San Jose Dance Theatre, San Jose Mayor Matt
Mahan, and John Torrey, Board President of San Jose Dance Theatre.

celebration of its Diamond Jubilee year, honoring the generations
of dancers, families, and local supporters who have made The Orig-
inal San José Nutcracker a cherished cultural landmark for six
decades.

About San Jose Dance Theatre

Founded in 1964, San Jose Dance Theatre is a premier nonprof-
it arts organization dedicated to excellence in dance training, per-
formance, and community enrichment. For 60 years, SJDT has
brought the magic of The Nutcracker to Silicon Valley and provid-
ed world-class ballet education to young dancers across the region.

VTA Awards $750,000 to advance
transit access, community
resilience, and engagement

across Santa Clara County

By Sean Eastwood
Times staff writer
he Santa Clara Valley Transportation Author-
Tity (VTA) announced more than $750,000
in grant funding to support projects that
improve access to public transit, strengthen com-
munity resilience, expand inclusive engagement,
and celebrate community identity across Santa
Clara County.

These investments, going to 14 recipients in
four different categories, help cities and nonprofits
advance equitable, transit-oriented communities
(TOCs) that connect residents to opportunity while
promoting cultural vibrancy and sustainability.

This is the second year VTA has awarded these
grants to various organizations and cities in Santa
Clara County. The award presentation was held
at the San Jose Museum of Art on Nov. 12.

Program Area A: Transit Access and Circulation
Planning ($350,000)

Program Area B: Community Resilience - Total
Funding: $200,000

Program Area C: Education and Engagement -
Total Funding: $100,000

Program Area D: Placemaking and Cultural Acti-
vation - Total Funding: $100,000

Together, these projects share a regional com-
mitment to building equitable, connected, and
culturally vibrant transit-oriented communities
across Santa Clara County according to VTA offi-
cials.

Meals on Wheels

Nutritious Meals for Homebound Older Adults

Are you 60 years or older?

Do you worry about shopping for food?
Do you struggle preparing meals on a regular basis?

To learn more about Meals on Wheels,
please call (408) 350-3237 or

One Step Closer Therapeutic Riding presents
G.R.LT.

SELF-CONFIDENCE
RESILIENCE

LIFE SKILLS

SAFE BOUNDARIES

It is deeply healing to tap into the power of the centuries old bond between horse and human.
It's truly profound that our two species, with such diametrically different views of predator vs prey,
can come together in partnership and trust. | feel privileged to have the opportunity to learn
what these incredible teachers have to offer us.” - GRIT Participant

OSC has opened a new program for women based upon equine interaction
and equine-assisted-learning, designed to develop self-awareness and
self-acceptance, confidence and resilience, and safe boundaries.

G.R.LT. is for adult women led by OSC founder Landa Keirstead.
The small group meets in 2 hour sessions, once per week for six-weeks

Contact One Step Closer for more information and to enroll
one.step.closer@sbcglobal.net 408-778-3567

email community@mysourcewise.com
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Offer Code XXX

BUY 1 BUNDTLET

GET 1 FREE

Valid at:

San Jose - Evergreen, CA
2721 Aborn Road, Suite 10, San Jose, CA 95121
(408) 238-7500

HOURS OF OPERATION
Mon-Fri: 9:00am - 7:00pm
Sat: 10:00am - 6:00pm | Sun: 11:00am - 4:00pm

ORDER ONLINE! WE DELIVER!

Expires 12/31/25. Not valid online or on the Nothing Bundt Cakes Mobile App. Limit one (1) Free Bundtlet with the purchase of one (1) Bundtlet per guest. Multiple Free Bundtlets with the purchase
of multiple Bundtlets are not Eermit’(ed. Valid only for the Nothin? Bundt Cakes" bakery listed when you show this offer in bakery at time of purchase. Not applicable on previous orders. No cash
value. Coupon code may not be reproduced, transferred or sold. internet distribution strictly prohibited. Cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts. Offer may not apply to premium
priced items. Other restrictions may apply.
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BLOOD CENTER

Make the Nice List — Donate Blood
This Holiday Season!

This November, donate blood and get
our 2025 holiday t-shirt — our gift to you
for making a difference.

Learn more at
stanfordbloodcenter.org/Holiday25.
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Candidates

Continued from page 1

oversee the office of 250 workers and its
$55 million budget. She first joined the
assessor’s office in 2024 as a special assis-
tant to the assessor.

In contrast, Kumar has a background as
aSilicon Valley tech executive. In the asses-
sor’s race, he has positioned himself as a
tax hawk with the technical and manage-
rial chops to lead the assessor’s office in a
new direction.

“We need somebody who is a reformist,
somebody who’s not an insider, and can
reorient the assessor’s office to make it
work for the people,” Kumar told San José
Spotlight.

The race was sparked over the summer
by the retirement oflongtime County Asses-
sor Larry Stone, who held the role for 30
years. The winner will finish out Stone’s
term through the end 0f 2026, but will then
need to run again for a full four-year term.

Whoever emerges victorious will take
the helm of an office responsible for assess-
ing the property values that make up the
county’s more than $700 billion real estate
and business property rolls. Such assess-
ments have profound implications for prop-
erty owners as well as the county’s
prospects for gathering property tax rev-
enue.

Fligor has secured Stone’s endorsement,
along with a bevy of South Bay establish-
ment politicians, including Congressmem-
ber Sam Liccardo, Assemblymember Marc
Berman and District 4 County Supervisor

Times Local News

Susan Ellenberg. Kumar has racked up
endorsements from local elected officials,
including former Assemblymembers
Kansen Chu and Nora Campos, as well as
Cupertino Mayor Liang Fang.

Fligor’s vote lead is matched by an even
larger funding advantage. So far, she has
raised more than $298,000 through dona-
tions and loans, according to recent cam-
paign filings. Kumar has raised roughly
$22,000.He said he has turned down some
donations from special interest groups to
maintain his campaign’s independence.

Fligor —alawyer who previously worked
for both HP and Santa Clara County — has
criticized Kumar’s credentials, pointing out
that, unlike her, he lacks an official certi-
fication as a property tax appraiser. All
California assessors are required by law
to obtain the state-issued certification
within one year of taking office.

“Itdemonstrates that [ already know the
work in the office,” Fligor said. “I'll be able
to hit the ground running on day one.”

Kumar said he wouldn’t have trouble
obtaining the certification. Regardless,
Kumar made the case that his own expe-
rience is best suited for the challenges
presently facing the assessor’s office. In
particular, he argues his years of experi-
ence in the tech sector as a C-suite exec-
utive have given him the right mix of skills
to shepherd forward the intricate process
of transferring the assessor’s office onto
anew computer system. The long-await-
ed modernization project got underway
after the Santa Clara County Board of
Supervisors approved the purchase of the
new system in June.

“We need somebody who understands
modernization,” he said. “When [ was part
of IBM, we did modernization. I was a
hands on guy ... I was living and breath-
ing that world for almost 10 years.”

During the campaign, Kumar has also
highlighted his various efforts to block
fee and tax hikes over the course of his
career in local government. Most recent-
ly that has included the No on Measure
A Tax Committee, which Kumar chaired.
Santa Clara County voters on Nov. 4
passed Measure A — a five-eighth cent
sales tax increase intended to fill a major
federal funding gap — with 57% of tal-
lied votes cast in its favor.

Kumar has attempted to carry his tax-
skeptical politics into his platform for
assessor as well. His signature campaign
initiative is a plan to sponsor a state bal-
lot measure to completely eliminate prop-
erty taxes for many homeowners aged 60
and over.

The plan has sparked considerable
pushback. Fligor calls this campaign strat-
egy “irresponsible,” noting the county
assessor has no direct authority to set tax
policy. But Kumar argues the assessor’s
prominent role in local politics offers a
prime opportunity to push for the reform.

While Fligor’s vote lead in the Novem-
ber election is formidable, the runoff cam-
paign remains competitive, Melinda Jack-
son, a San Jose State University political
science professor, said.

“A county assessor race does not get a
lotof attention,” Jackson said. “It will be start-
ing fresh with a new electorate in Decem-
ber.”
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BookSmart

Bringing a beloved
community bookstore
to Evergreen's
Eastridge Center

By Sean Eastwood
Times staff writer
he beloved independent bookstore
TBookSmart is bringing its signature
warmth, curiosity,and community spir-
it to Eastridge Center in Evergreen Valley.

After 30 years of serving the South Val-
ley community, beloved independent book-
store BookSmart is bringing its signature
warmth, curiosity, and community spiritto
Eastridge Center in Evergreen Valley.

The newlocation, BookSmart Eastridge, offi-
cially opens its doors this month, reintro-
ducing something the area has been missing
for far too long—a neighborhood bookstore.

For decades, owners Brad Jones and Cinda
Meister have made BookSmart a corner-
stone of Morgan Hill’s cultural and civic
life—hosting author visits, promoting lit-
eracy, supporting teachers, and givingback
through programs like the Gift of Reading.
Now, they’re thrilled to share that same
commitment with another community.

“Eastridge has such a deep connection to
local culture,” says co-owner Cinda Meis-
ter, “and we're excited to be part of that
story—bringing a place where people can

Be,

browse, discover, and connect.”

BookSmart Eastridge offers a thought-
fully curated selection of books for all ages,
from bestsellers to children’s favorites and
hidden gems. Customers can also special-
order any title, ensuring every reader finds
the perfect book. In addition to books, the
store features gifts, puzzles, calendars, edu-
cational toys, greeting cards, and whimsi-
cal book-lover treasures—from bookmarks
to book-themed socks and mugs.

True to BookSmart’s roots, the new loca-
tion also hires primarily from the local neigh-
borhood, offers discounts for teachers, and
plans to host community events, including
visits from local authors, literacy drives,
and creative workshops.

BookSmart can be found at Suite 256, on
the upperlevel of the mall between JC Penny
and Macy’s. BookSmartinvites East San Jose
families, educators, and readers to stop by,
browse, and experience the joy of an inde-
pendent bookstore once again.

For more about BookSmart’s history and
mission, visit mybooksmart.indielite.org/
about-us.

.
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- MAKES A -
GREAT GIFT

WHEN YOU WANT
THE BEST |

YOU WANT OMAHA STEAKS 8

‘.

00\
T UANTEE _

B,

Butcher's Deluxe Package

: 4 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 0z.)
AMERICHS S BUTCHER 4 Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 0z.)
OMAHA STEAKS 4 Boneless Pork Chops (5 0z.)
4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)
IR e 4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)
8 FREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 oz.)
79797SXA  separately $22794

38999

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe2931
1.855.579.3217 | Ask for Offer 79797SXA

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

EVERGREEN
VALLEY COLLEGE

BE A PART OF
OUR FAMILY
AT EVERGREEN!

Take a class

Play a game of pickleball

Walk your dog through campus
Listen to music or hear a speaker

Located in the foothills of San Jose.

You're Invited to our Campus
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It’s easy & FREE
to get rid of your junk

e &
SAN JOSE

CAPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY

Environmental Services

5Jenvironment.org/junkpickup

Help keep our neighborhood clean!  Report illegal dumping: 408-535-3500

Times News

Preparedness

Continued from page 1

If you have questions or concerns or notice
any discrepancies between the map's data and
the storm drains on your street, please contact
the City at WSPInbox@sanjoseca.gov, or call
408-945-3000.

The weather outlook presented at the news
conference by Tom Chin, Deputy Director of
Santa Clara County Office of Emergency Man-
agement, highlighted the significant influence
of a developing La Nifia pattern this winter,
which typically leads to drier-than-average
conditions for Southern California and the
southern tier of the U.S., but greater uncer-
tainty for Northern and Central California.

Key points from the forecast included:

« LaNifia Conditions: La Nifia conditions have
officially emerged and are favored to persist
through the winter months (December 2025 -
February 2026), likely transitioning to a neu-
tral phase by early spring 2026.

» Precipitation Outlook: The typical La Nifia
pattern suggests a higher likelihood of drier-
than-normal conditions across California and
the Southwest. However, forecasts for North-
ernand Central California, including Santa Clara
County, have low confidence and show equal
chances of below-average, near-average, or
above-average precipitation.

e Current Conditions: Despite the seasonal
outlook for drier conditions, recent storms have
led to a strong start to the water year, with some
areas tripling their normal rainfall amounts
through mid-November.

Officials stressed that California is prone to
"extreme shifts from droughts to floods" and
that potential flood flows on rivers could
increase due to a greater frequency of mois-

ture-heavy storms. Valley Water and its part-
ners monitor conditions in real-time and are
prepared to open their emergency operations
center during storm events.

Thanksgiving

Continued from page 1
opportunity for families to bond, meet neigh-
bors, and share the joys of the season.
Thanksgiving is synonymous with food, and
Evergreen Valley does not disappoint in this
arena. The valley is well-known for its diverse
culinary scene, with numerous restaurants
offering delightful Thanksgiving menus that
celebrate traditional fare with a local twist.
For smaller gatherings or intimate cele-
brations, Costco’s prepared meals offer a fan-
tastic choice. With a variety of delicious options
available, picking up one of their pre-pre-
pared meals saves time while ensuring a high-
quality dish. It's perfect for those who want
a holiday meal without the hassle of cooking
from scratch. Another convenient option is
Cracker Barrel, famous for its “Heat n’ Serve”
Thanksgiving dishes. This selection allows
you to pick up a complete meal, ready to be
reheated at home—ideal for busy individu-
als who still want a home-cooked feel with-
out the all-day kitchen commitment.
Whether dining out, hosting at home, or
participating in local festivities, there’s a lit-
tle something for everyone this holiday sea-
son. As the community gathers to celebrate,
it's a reminder of what this cherished holi-
day is truly about. So, gather your loved ones,
savor the season's flavors, and create unfor-
gettable memories of this Thanksgiving in
Evergreen Valley.

\ nm:.

RESIDENTIAL AND SMALL BUSINESS PAPER SHREDDING

DROP—OFF SHREDDING SERVICE
W@T(‘H IT SHRED!

PAPER SHREDDING | 4ARD DRIVE
SI0BOPERBOX [ SHREDDING
1025

. OFFIGE CONTENT OLEANOU'I'
* DOCUMENT PURGES

* PICK UP DOCS

* ON-SITE SHREDDING

www.RE l)l)()(x‘slllll..l).(‘ml
408-377-2925

BAY AREA - SAN JOSE °* 14944 Camden Avenue, San Jose, CA 95124 (Cambrian Plaza)

BE])I)OG

Sk
| PICKS UP ¢

CHOCOLATE
CHIP COOKIES |

SAVE

37%

includes shipping

#483x | Hale Select Deluxe Gift Box

This gift box is the ideal gift for fruit and
snack lovers alike. Perfect for sharing or
gifting, this box brings a taste of sunshine
and sweetness straight to your door.

SAVE

BONUS DEAL! &5

30 o NOW $29;a;z?ng

#485X Hale Select Gift Box

Call 877-436-2977 or visit HaleGroves.com/H6YP56
Mention Code H6YP56 for your savings on Items #483X or #485X.

*$7.99 shipping & handling. Satisfaction completely guaranteed. This gift ships in December at the peak of
freshness. Order by Dec. 19, 2025 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery. AZ, CA, TX & LA order by Dec. 12, 2025.

SINCE 1947 - HALE GROVES, VERO BEACH, FL 32966

IC: H6YP56
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@ Call to place your
Times
408-494-7000

Gutter Cleaning/Roof Repair

Buy/Sell m Mausoleum Crypt for sale

I Buy Comic Books. Reflections Mausoleum
. | For sale 254C double crypt in the beauti-
Cash Paid. Alex SPRING SPEGIALSE | oreai 20 douio ot e b

GUTTER CLEANING AND
ROOF REPAIR SPECIAL

Gall us for details

LOOK? !
LOGISTICS SPECIALIST F R E E ! ! !

Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's in Free Window Cleaning w/ Ext. Paint Job!
International Trade related. $62421/yr, Free Pressure Wash w/Ext. Paint Job!

Pumyang Shipping America Free Estimate & Color Consultation w/Job!
Inc., 3494 Depot Rd,

Hayward, CA 94545

Memorial Park. The crypt is a perfect
location, just above eye level. Price:
29,500. The Cemetery will make all
transfers. (408) 455- 8696 Tony Ranieri;
OneGolfingWino@gmail.com

Shoe Repair

408-270-0850

(408) 393-1385

* Residential & Commercial
e Interior & Exterior
e Drywall Repairs

w ;;{a":y m:" S“‘:‘:e: No Shoe is Ever Too 01d!
e eat An easonable Price!
M & L Jewelers 30+ Yea{‘s Experience Hours.
. CA. ST. LIC #651686 *
Jewelers & Watch Repair Insured & Bonded M Fri
Ring sizing - Watch bands TEL: (408) 281-7500 on-tri Only $89 for local professional GUTTER CLEANING.
Watch batteries - Engraving www.faithpainting.com 9:00 am - 5:00 pm And MINOR ROOF REPAIR only $89. Experts in
Stone replacement & More! - Mo i L
Ask about ourexgusive watch battery warranties! .Fa!th 0\ :‘,“_‘1'0 Saturday ROOf Restora“on and Home Ma|ntenance.
_ (408) 270-6080 Painting 7 (¥ | | 9:30 am - 4:00 pm | ||| ocal wilow Glen Resident. Call Daniel (408) 771-8814,
Mon.-Fri. 10am~7pm, Sat. 10am-5pm RSN N 250 Quimby Rd. Suite 100 »270-0850
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ATTENTION(GOLEERS

Play golf on a Spectacular Championship 18 hole golf course
for ONLY. . .. $34.00

The Villages Golf & Country Club
Homes ranging from $500,000 to $1.7 million :
‘Enjoy Country Club Living in this 55+ Gated Community

Other Amenities:
Tennis - Pickle Ball - Bocce - Pools - Hiking - Billiards
Fine & Casual Dining in our Clubhouse & Bistro
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