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Shoals homeowners can claim up to $2,000 in federal tax credits toward
a HVAC system. AND - stack that credit with additional equipment
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TUSCUMBIA – The 
Tennessee Valley Museum 
of Art is hosting TVAA’s 
Winter Art Market December 
2–23. The curated seasonal 
showcase features 30–45 local 
and regional artisans offering 
fine art, jewelry, pottery, and 
unique holiday gifts. The 
public opening is December 
2, Tuesday–Saturday from 

9am–5pm, and 
will be closed 
on Sunday and 
Monday. The 
final day to shop 
is December 
23, with doors 

closing at 5pm. Admission is 
$5. The museum is located at 
511 W. Water St. in Tuscumbia. 
For more information, call 
256-383-0533 or visit www.
tennesseevalleyarts.org 

FLORENCE – Florence 
Camerata will present their 
Annual Holiday Concert on 
Thursday, December 4 at 
7pm at the First Presbyterian 
Church on E. Mobile Street in 
Florence. The audience will be 
treated to a delightful variety 
of carols, familiar holiday 
songs, and something new! 
Under the capable leadership 
of Rebecca Rockhill and 
pianist Karen Cantrell, the 
popular volunteer community 
choir will be eager to add 
joy to your holiday season! 
Admission is free, but 
donations are gratefully 
accepted. 

For more information call 
256-810-9512.          
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FLORENCE – The 
city of Florence, in 
partnership with the 
Alabama Department 
of Environmental 
Management (ADEM), 
celebrated a major step 
forward in the recycling 
sorting process recently 
with a ribbon cutting 
ceremony for the city’s new fully 
automated metals sorting line, 
affectionately nicknamed Eddy and 
Maggie.

The dynamic duo, an eddy current 
aluminum sorter named Eddy and a 
magnetic steel sorter named Maggie, 
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ECRWSS
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PERMIT #44

58,000 Homes-We Mean Business!

FLORENCE – Shoals residents will get the 
chance to experience Christmas in Germany when 
Church of the Good Shepherd in Florence hosts 
a German Christmas service at 6pm on Sunday, 
December 7.

Germany has a rich history of religion, which 
led to Christmas services 
in many Lutheran churches 
in the U.S. The service 
will be conducted mostly 
in German with the 
sermon in English. It will 
feature several traditional 
German Christmas 
carols with readings from 
the Christmas story in 
German, much like a 
Lessons & Carols service. 

work side by side to separate metals 
with speed, precision, and efficiency. 
Together, they make recycling smarter, 
faster, and more impactful for Florence 
and the Shoals region.

MUSCLE SHOALS – Kick off the holiday season 
at the Northwest Shoals Community College 
Foundation’s 4th Annual Breakfast with Santa on 
Saturday, December 6 from 9-11am at the Hospitality 
House on the Shoals Campus for breakfast, holiday 
crafts, and Christmas carols. Children will have the 

Camerata’s 
Annual Show

See SANTA... on Page 4

Breakfast
with Santa
at NWSCC

Florence Unveils 
the City’s New 
Automated Metals 
Sorting Line

City of Florence Photos

See SORTING LINE... on Page 2

Foundation’s 4th Annual
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Wow!

OFFER EXTENDED!
Call for Details 256-381-7195

AL HVAC LICENSE #91114 
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Furnace .............................$500
Air Conditioner..................$
Any Water Heater for
Tankless Water Heater......$300

Your Trade-In Values

0% FINANCING
with Low Monthly Payments

SERV I CES

Save money on your
new installation!

$500
$500

$300

EXPIRES:11/30/2025
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WE BUY LATE MODEL WRECKS AND SELL USED AUTO PARTS

WE CARRY ENGINES, TRANSMISSIONS,
ALTERNATORS, STARTERS, A/C

COMPRESSORS,WHEELS, AND ALL BODY PARTS.
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:00 TIL 5:00

IF YOU ARE NOT LOOKING FOR US, YOU WILL NOT
SEE US. BELIEVE IT OR NOT WE HAVE THOUSANDS

OF WRECKED VEHICLES ON 20 ACRES

256-766-2149
1-800-851-1176

350 Co. Rd. 357
Florence, AL 35633

WE BUY LATE MODEL WRECKS AND SELL USED AUTO PARTS
BEVIS USED AUTO PARTS

ALL In Stock Alternators, Starters and
Air Conditioner Compressors

WITH THIS COUPON

On Sale
For $50 Plus Tax*

*ExxExchange required. this coupon comes with a 1 year warrantyyty. However this coupon is required
to take advantage of this deal. One coupon per customer per day. Coupon expires 10-31-2026

Need funds for your renovation plans?
Take advantage of our new, low introductory HELOC rates:

Visit your nearest United Community banking
center or give us a call to learn more.
Justin McGill | Branch Manager | Florence | 256-712-3207 | NMLS# 2176977

First lien
As low as 5.99% APR for
first 12 months, 6.50%
APR variable thereafter1

Second lien
As low as 6.25% APR for
first 12 months, 6.75%
APR variable thereafter1

e

7.00
($500,000.00 line) and $6,000 - $13,665.00 ($2,000,000 line). Your fees could be lower or higher.
NMLS # 421841 |© 2025 United Community Bank | ucbi.com

Aluminum Carports
and Patio Covers

Tony Cabaniss
256-577-5990

Chuck Cabaniss
256-702-7881
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Picture Yoursel
f in a

Advertising Executive
We have an immediate opening for an

• An Established Territory with
Unlimited growth potential

• No Cap Commission plan
• Flexiblity in Work Schedule
• Generous Benefits Package

The ideal candidate will be
a self-starter with strong
communication and presentation
skills, and a passion for genuine
customer service.
Marketing, sales, and
advertising savvy will help
grow current partnerships
and develop new business
relationships.

POSITION REQUIREMENTS
• Ability to nurture existing
and new client relationships
• Good written and verbal
communication skills
• Good creative, editing, and
interpersonal skills
• Ability to multitask and
stay organized
• Ability to work both as part
of a team and independently
• Minimum HS or GED
• Some sales and/or
customer service experience.

EMAIL RESUME:
editor@courierjournal.net

ESTATE SALE 
 

1055 Turtlecove Rd 
Killen 35645 

 
Saturday, Dec 6th 9:00-3:00 
Numbers given out at 8:30 
Sunday, Dec 7th 1:00-3:00 

 
1800s Tester Bed, cherry chest, 
portrait oil painting, epergne, art 

nouveau compote, cast iron, 
antique wool rugs, wrought iron 

furniture, Civil War era pier 
mirror, antique brass floor lamp, 

sterling bowls, pie safe. 
*Bring help to load 
your purchases* 

 
Cypress Creek 

Antiques and 
Estate Sales 
(256) 275-0273 

View Pictures at 
estatesales.net

CAT SITTING SERVICE    
Will come to kitty’s home, fill 

bowls, scoop litter, give meds, 
scratch ears, 256-412-6982

DODGE: CARAVAN SXT, 2005  $1,200. 
V6, seats 7, green, 261K, driven 200 miles 
weekly, dent in driver’s door, Call 256-476-
3661 Town Creek

JIMMY’S MOWER SHOP buying
and selling lawn & garden equip-
ment. Call 256-284-0364 after
12pm daily, no text

ALABAMA CRACK MAN  
William James Greenlee III,  

Extra Mile Brick,  
“ALL MASONRY REPAIR” 

•Fireplace •Chimney •Firebox 
•Cracked Walls •Loose Brick 

•Driveway Cracks •Steps •Firebox 
•Tuck Pointing •Cracked Brick 

•Stucco •Stone Work •Concrete  
•Historic Restoration, 

 82nd AIRBORNE INFANTRY 
Combat Veteran 

256-797-5281

STILL IN BOX!!! APPLE PHONE CASES 
Silicone, Tech-21, Apple Gel cases, 10 in 
total. $5 256-263-7636

“This project reflects 
Florence’s commitment 
to environmental 
stewardship, innovation, 
and efficiency,” said Mayor 
Ron Tyler. “We’re proud 
of our recycling team and 
their dedication to keeping 
Florence clean and 
forward thinking. Every 
can recycled here has the 
potential to be reborn 
just a few miles away at 
Constellium in Muscle 
Shoals, supporting local 
jobs and fueling one of the 
most advanced aluminum 
recycling operations in 
North America. We hope 
everyone will do their part 
and keep those cans and 
bottles coming to help 
Eddy and Maggie stay 
busy.”

“Adding this level of 
automation allows us to 
recover more materials 
efficiently,” said David 
Koonce, Solid Waste, 
Street, and Recycling 
Manager. “Eddy and 
Maggie have already made 
a difference. Every can that 
goes into your bin helps 
them do their job better. 
The more our community 
recycles, the stronger our 
program becomes.”

The project was funded 
through a $95,797 
Alabama Recycling Fund 
(ARF) grant, bringing full 
automation to the metals 
sorting line. Installation 
partners included 
Marathon Equipment, 
Hoosier Machinery 
Solutions, Thompson 
Rents, and Keeton 

Continued from Page 1

Sorting Line...
Electric.

During the ceremony, 
guests watched aluminum 
cans zip, pop, and fly into 
bins as the automated 
system came to life. 
Representatives from 
ADEM and Constellium, 
a global leader in 
aluminum manufacturing 
and recycling, joined 
city officials for a 
demonstration, followed 
by a facility tour.

Residents are 
encouraged to keep 
“feeding the line” by 
recycling aluminum 
and steel cans, paper, 
cardboard, and plastic 
bottles in a curbside 
cart, at a county drop-off 
location, or at the Florence 
Recycling Center. Every 
recycled item helps keep 
valuable materials out of 
the landfill and supports 
local manufacturers.

Constellium Muscle 
Shoals, located just down 
the road from Florence, 
plays a key role in the 
recycling loop. Home to 
the largest used beverage 
can (UBC) recycling 
facility in North America, 
the plant has the capacity 
to process over 20 billion 
cans annually. Operating 
24/7, the site employs 
approximately 1,300 team 
members who transform 
UBCs through melting, 
casting, and rolling. The 
finished coils are shipped 
to customers across North 
America, enabling cans to 
return to store shelves in 
as little as 60 days.

Continued from Page 1

German...
The UNA saxophone 

trio will play German 
Christmas carols in the 
foyer before the service. 
Several participants will 
be dressed in traditional 
German Lederhosen and 
Dirndl. After the service, 
German snacks and 
cookies will be available 
to try. The service will 
be conducted by Pastor 
Lanier Nail from Church 
of the Good Shepherd. 
Lectors are from the 
UNA German Club and 
the newly formed North 
Alabama German Club. 

All are welcome to 
experience this small taste 
of Christmas traditions 
from Germany.



2 Alabama’s Largest Direct Mail Weekly Courier Journal / December 3, 2025Courier Journal / December 3, 2025 Alabama’s Largest Direct Mail Weekly 3

66
93

88
-1256.712.5028 | 426 West College St. | Florence

Across from Infants & Children’s
2HELPING HANDS

Reverse the Aging ProcessReverse the Aging Process
Prevent Fine Lines + WrinklesPrevent Fine Lines + Wrinkles

$$525 Special525 Special
Microneedling 30 Units BotoxMicroneedling 30 Units Botox

1/2 Stick Juvederm1/2 Stick Juvederm

Erase 10 years in 10 minutesErase 10 years in 10 minutes

Call Lesli for an Appointment!
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Picture Yoursel
f in a

Advertising Executive
We have an immediate opening for an

• An Established Territory with
Unlimited growth potential

• No Cap Commission plan
• Flexiblity in Work Schedule
• Generous Benefits Package

The ideal candidate will be
a self-starter with strong
communication and presentation
skills, and a passion for genuine
customer service.
Marketing, sales, and
advertising savvy will help
grow current partnerships
and develop new business
relationships.

POSITION REQUIREMENTS
• Ability to nurture existing
and new client relationships
• Good written and verbal
communication skills
• Good creative, editing, and
interpersonal skills
• Ability to multitask and
stay organized
• Ability to work both as part
of a team and independently
• Minimum HS or GED
• Some sales and/or
customer service experience.

EMAIL RESUME:
editor@courierjournal.net

FAMILY TIMES DELI & THRIFTFAMILY TIMES DELI & THRIFT
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-13017 N. Jackson Hwy., Sheffield,AL 256-712-8831

Bring your appetite and enjoy
down-home country cooking
at a price that feels like family.

MONDAY
Hamburger Steak
TUESDAY
Pork Chops
WEDNESDAY
Meat Loaf
THURSDAY
Chicken & Dressing
FRIDAY
Ribs/Half Chicken
SATURDAY
Country Fried Steak

Dine in or take out – we’re here to serve you!Dine in or take out – we’re here to serve you!
HOURS:Monday - Friday 10-6 and Saturday 10-3

Mashed Potatoes
Side Salad

Fried Okra Tomatoes
Macaroni & Cheese

Beans

Choose from these
Classic Sides:

Meat &Three Daily SpecialsMeat &Three Daily Specials

e from these

Includes
Tea or

Lemonade

Steak

Y

essing

EVERY
DAY

$1038

Full-Time 
Machine Operator  

 
The TimesDaily is seeking a 
printing press operator to join 

our northwestern Alabama  
printing facility. 

 
Responsibilities include but 

are not limited to: 
• Performing standard set up 
  of printing press 
• Operating the press 
• Making adjustments to 
  maintain quality control 
• Performing preventative 
  maintenance and repairs. 
 

Hands-on experience with a 
Goss Urbanite or DGM 850 is 
a plus, but not required. We 

are ready to hire and will train 
for the position. 

 
This position offers benefits 

including: 
 

• 401(k) matching 
• Medical Insurance 
• Dental Insurance 
• Vision Insurance 
• Life Insurance 
• Disability Insurance 
• Additional Insurance Cover- 
  age Options 
• Flexible Spending Account 
• Paid Time Off (Vacation,  
  Holidays, Sick Time) 

 
Qualified candidates will be 
available to work nights and 

weekends. 
 

Applications are available    
at the TimesDaily Office 
219 W. Tennessee St.,        

Florence, AL 35630 
Questions or resumes may  

be emailed to: 
Kevin.Blurton@timesdaily 

.com

CHEVROLET: STEPSIDE PICKUP 
1987. 305 engine. automatic trans-
mission $2000 call or text 256-856-
2545

HOME IMPROVEMENT AND
BUILDING: siding, additions,
garages, painting, decks, Free
Estimates. 256-383-3218

GOT JUNK OR UNWANTED
ITEMS? Junk Removal and Haul
Away. I’ll move anything. JJ’s Junk
Removal Service, Call or text JJ at
256-648-6916

BUYING LOGS, TRACKS OF TIM-
BER  Lump sum or pay as cut. No
yard trees. 256-412-8956

CADILLAC: LIMO 2004 White.
Runs great, clean in and out, cold 
air, nearly new tires, 44,777 miles.
$6500 256-766-6593 Florence

ROOFING - LEAKS REPAIRED, 
Chimneys Flashed, Valley Repair. 
All Work Guaranteed. Free esti-
mates, 256-383-3218
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219 W. Tennessee St.
Florence, AL  35630

256-764-4268 
Fax: 256-760-9618

Your Courier Journal is 
published for total saturation, 
direct-mail delivery every 
Wednesday to 51,892 Shoals 
area and surrounding homes. It 
is Alabama’s Largest Weekly-
Mailed Direct, and enjoys a larger 
circulation than all local subscriber 
based newspapers combined.

EDITORIAL POLICY: Your 
Courier Journal accepts a variety 
of news releases, photos, stories, 
Letters to the Editor and upcoming 
community, church or civic events 
for publication as space permits. 
Please submit all materials in 
written form to:

219 W. Tennessee St.
Florence, AL 35630 
or email to:
editor@courierjournal.net 
well in advance of the planned 
event. The Editor reserves 
right to shorten, edit, reword 
or omit submissions as seen fit. 
All information submitted for 
publication becomes property of 
the Courier Journal. Information 
published does not necessarily 
reflect an opinion or endorsement 
by the Courier Journal, members 
of its management, or its staff. 
Advertisers are responsible for 
all content and claims in their 
advertising.

Copyright © 2025 
All Rights Reserved

MAILING ADDRESS: 
Courier Journal, 219 W. Tennessee St., Florence, AL 35630

Please Print Ad Clearly. 
NOT RESPONSIBLE for illegible handwriting

DEADLINE: Friday 5pm

ADVANCE PAYMENT IS REQUIRED in cash, check or Credit/Debit Card.  
Phone-in Ads MUST be Charged to Credit/Debit Card! NO EXCEPTIONS! NO REFUNDS! 

HOW MANY WEEKS?  
Multiply the number of 
weeks  - X -  the cost of 
the ad.....  ________

PLEASE
CHECK
THE BOX                                    

YES! RED LINE 
MY AD! 
only $3 additional

Questions? 
Call our office at 256-764-4268

ONLINE – at our 
Website... Go to
www.courierjournal.net 
and click 
”Place a Classified”

OFFICE – Drop by 
our office at your 
convenience 8-5 
Monday-Friday and 
write/submit it there.

FAX – 24 HRS - Charge to 
Credit / Debit Card by faxing 
an ad to 256-760-9618. 
Include exp. date. List how 
many weeks the ad is to run.

PHONE – 8AM-5PM 
Mon-Fri Charge to 
Credit/Debit Card by 
calling 
256-764-4268

As an added bonus for our advertisers, all classified 
ads placed in the Courier Journal are also online at 
TNValleyStuff.com

Classifieds
Attract the most attention 
and sell your items red line 
fast when you choose to 
Red Line your Classified Ad.  
THE FIRST LINE OF YOUR AD 
APPEARS IN RED CAPS.

HOUSECLEANING for your office 

or home. Call 555-1234 for a free 

estimate. 15 years experience, 

Insured, References available. 

Sell it 
fast     
with a

RED LINE ADRED LINE AD only $3 additional

Yard Sales  6 LINES Each additional line - $1.50 
YARD SALES – An exclusive listing of the area’s better sales prominently placed ......

$1450
Week

Employment  6 LINES Each additional line - $2.25  
EMPLOYMENT - Looking for employment or Businesses looking for employees  ....................

$1600
Week

Commercial Rate  4 LINES  Each additional line add $1.50 – applies to 
anyone engaged in sale of goods/services on a recurring basis or for profit, licensed 
or not – including pets. 6 Weeks $36 - Each additional line - add $7.50 total   ........... Week

$800

Real Estate Rate  5 LINES  Each additional line add $1.50 – applies to 
agencies, individual, developers and anyone engage in selling, renting, leasing structures 
and/or properties in Real Estate or General section. 6 Weeks $36 
Each additional line - add $7.50 total  ...................................................................................... Week

$800

Private Party Rate  4 LINES Each additional line - $1.50 -  Prepay – 
NO REAL ESTATE • 1 item per ad - 4 Weeks/3 lines 1 ITEM $16  Each additional line - 
add $5  ............................................................................................................................................................... Week

$550

Private Party Auto Rate  Up to 8 LINES for 4 weeks. 
Each additional line - $2.00.........................................................................................................................

$1700
4 wks
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Across from Infants & Children’s

Before
Emsculpt

Before
Emsculpt

After
Session 4

After
Session 4

90 Days
After

90 Days
After

Why join Helping Hands Clinic VIP?

Who canWho can GO TO THEGO TO THE GYMGYM forfor
30 minutes30 minutes and onlyand only
4 sessions4 sessions to get this result?to get this result?

Wh join Helping Hands Clinic VIP?

Only $1,000 for 4 sessions!Only $1,000 for 4 sessions!
HOLIDAY SPECIALHOLIDAY SPECIAL

See NOTES... page 14

COMMUNITY NOTES may be 
submitted for non-profit, civic 
or church-related events and 
published free of charge AS SPACE 
IS AVAILABLE in the Courier 
Journal.  Community Notes must be 
submitted in writing by 3pm Friday 
for consideration in the following 
week’s issue.  • Email to editor@
courierjournal.net

Christmas for Kids - It’s that time of 
year again. We are in need of sponsors for 
children during Christmas. These children 
have one or both parents in either jail 
or prison.  

These are innocent children who have 
done nothing but are certainly affected 
because of their parent’s wrongdoing.

If you or your organization would like 
to sponsor one or more of these children 
who do deserve a beautiful Christmas or 
would like more details call or write me.

Debbie Dixon 256-443-1297, P.O. 
Box 2234, Florence, AL 35630. Tax ID # 
27-20011583

Florence Camerata will present 
their Annual Holiday Concert on 
Thursday, December 4 at 7pm at the First 
Presbyterian Church on E. Mobile Street 
in Florence. The audience will be treated 
to a delightful variety of carols, familiar 
holiday songs, and also something new! 
Under the capable leadership of Rebecca 
Rockhill and pianist Karen Cantrell, the 
popular volunteer community choir will be 
eager  to add joy to your holiday season! 
Admission is free, but donations are 
gratefully accepted.  For more information 
call 256-810-9512.                                           

You are not alone…  Everyone is 
welcome to attend our monthly grief 
support group on Thursday, December 
4th at 10 am in the Florence -Lauderdale 
Public Library located at 350 North 
Wood Avenue in Florence. This is a FREE 
service provided by Gentiva Hospice. For 
more information, call Garry Lovette at 
256.648.0323.

Florence Fly Fisher & Tyers meets 
the 1st Tuesday of every month (Dec.  
4) from 6:30–8pm at St Bartholomew 
Episcopal Church, 1900 Darby Dr. in 
Florence. Anyone interested is welcome 
and encouraged to attend.

Drive-thru Live Nativity Friday-
Saturday, December 5-6 from 6-8pm 
at Bethsaida Missionary Baptist Church, 
Hwy 48 in Russellville.

Pottery Show - Friday, December 
5, 10am-5pm and Saturday, December 
6, 10am-4pm at 1809 North Wood Ave., 
Florence.

There will be a pottery show featuring 
local artists Susan Campbell, Dru Hites, 
Martha Plylar and Beverly Wiginton at 
1809 North Wood Ave., Florence. 

There is space HERE for YOUR 
EVENT, and plenty of eyes to read 
it.  Email your information to editor@
CourierJournal.net.

A German Christmas Service 
will take place at 6pm on Sunday, 
December 7 at Church of the Good 
Shepherd, 2001 Cloyd Blvd in Florence. 
The service will be conducted mostly 
in German with the sermon in English. 
Several traditional German Christmas 
carols will be featured as will reading parts 
of the Christmas story in German, much 
like a Lessons & Carols service. 

The UNA saxophone trio will play 
German Christmas carols in the foyer 
before the service. After the service, 
German snacks and cookies will be 
available to try. The service will be 
conducted by Pastor Lanier Nail from 
Good Shepherd. Lectors are from the 
UNA German Club and the newly-formed 
North Alabama German Club.

The LaGrange Living Historical 
Association meets the first Sunday 
(December 7) at 2PM at the LaGrange 
College Site Park 1491 LaGrange College 
Rd. Leighton. Contact L C. Lenz 256-702-
6953.

The Batting Brigade Quilt Guild has 
hospitality at 9am the second Monday of 
the month, (December 7) with a meeting 
at 9:30am, at Edgemont United Methodist 
Church, Florence. For information, call Liz 
at 601-590-4367.

Free Clothes - The Samaritan 
House, 600 Geneva Ave., Muscle 
Shoals, gives away free clothing each 
Tuesday from 9–11am - except for every 
5th Tuesday.  Donations are accepted.

Marketing Beef Directly to 
Consumers - Wednesday, December 
10, 3pm-7pm at the Northwest Alabama 
Livestock Auction, AL HWY 243 South, 
Russellville, 

This program will cover topics of cattle 
nutrition, local beef marketing, tackling 
farmers markets and a panel discussion. 
The Alabama Cooperative Extension 
System (Alabama A&M University and 
Auburn Universit y) is an equal opportunity 
educator, employer, and provider. If you 
need a reasonable accommodation or 
free language access services, contact Ali 
Gotcher at 334-752-1718 or acg0134@
aces.edu by 11/19/2025. Address: Nort 
hwest Alabama Livestock Auction 14330 
AL HWY 243 South Russellville, AL 35654 
Contact: Ali Gotcher acg0134@aces.edu 
(334) 752-1718 Register Online View 

this event online: https://www.aces.
edu/event/marketing-beef-directly-to-
consumers/

LifeSouth Bloodmobile Dates:  
Friday, December 5 Central High 

School, 8am - 3:30pm
Saturday, December 6 Farmers 

Home Furniture - 1418 Woodward Ave, 
Muscle Shoals, 10am - 4pm  

Sunday, December 7 Walmart - 
Hough Road - Florence,10am - 4pm 

Monday, December 8 Rogers High 
School, 8:30 am - 2:30 pm

Tuesday, December 9 Shoals 
Christian School - 301 Heathrow Dr., - 
Florence 9:30am - 4pm

Wednesday, December 10 
Russellville Hospital, 10am - 5pm

Thursday, December 11 Sheffield 
High School - Cheer, 8:30am - 
2:30pm  

Tuesday, December 23 AT&T - 
Russellville, 10am - 4pm

Call or Text:
256-762-5800 • 256-710-8198 • 256–710–3901

Free Estimates • Licensed and Insured • 15 years experience

• Concrete Walls • Finished Floors
• Driveways • Sidewalks
• Curbs • Porches
• Stamped & Stained Concrete
• Block & Retaining Walls

Concrete River Construction

66
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109 E. 6th St., Tuscumbia Tues.-Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-2

Extended Holiday Hours
Mon. thru Sat. 10-5!

Nan’s
Fashions & Finds

50%50%00%
OFF

chance to meet Santa and 
some of his special friends, 
including Elsa, Olaf, and 
the Grinch. 

Tickets are $15 per 
person, and everyone age 
two and older must have a 
ticket for entry (children 
under two are admitted 
free). All proceeds from 
this event will benefit the 
NWSCC Foundation. The 
Hospitality House is on 
campus at 800 George 
Wallace Boulevard in 
Muscle Shoals. For more 
information, please call 
256-331-5200.  

Continued from Page 1

Santa...
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Get your glow with Opa

I’m Dreaming of a
white ... Smile!

(4 p

alescence

HOLIDAY
SPECIALSPECIAL

pk)

$80.00
0 pk)(10

$45.00$

SingingRiverDentistry.com

Check Condenser Fan Motor
Amp Compressor
Check Capacitor
Tighten Electrical Connections
Check Condenser Cleanliness
Check Freon Pressures and Te
Check T-stat Operations
Check Indoor Blower Motor
Clear Drains
Check Evaporator Coil for Cleanliness
Check Blower Motor Capacitor

www.jchamm.com

PMA $119
Check Condenser Fan Motor

Amp Compressor
Check Capacitor

Tighten Electrical Connections
Check Condenser Cleanliness
k Freon Pressures and Temps

Check T-stat Operations
Check Indoor Blower Motor

Clear Drains
Check Evaporator Coil for Cleanliness

Check Blower Motor Capacitor

2 visits
Clean Condenser Coil
No Overtime Rates

15% Discount on Repairs
Priority Service

Tune-Up $69

1visit

Free second opinion
with written quote from

another company.

We handle the paperwork and all we need is a valid email address from you. TVA
will send you an email and mail you the check. No inspection required.

TVA is offering a $50 Rebate for A/C and Heat Pump Tune-ups!

(256) 764-7386
Heating/Air Conditioning | Equipment Replacement | Repairs
Maintenance | Air Purification | Financing Options Available

AL LIC# 83391

s

emps

T
C

Check
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PREFERRED
CONTRACTOR
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224 N. Court St. Florence224 N. Court St. Florence
Wed,Thur, Fri 11-4Wed,Thur, Fri 11-4

224

Gifts, Purses,
Jewelry & More!

ChristmasChristmas
50% OFF SALE50% OFF SALE

62
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807 E. AVALON AVE.
MUSCLE SHOALS, AL

FURNITURE & HOME FURNISHINGS

Wednesday-Saturday 10:00-4:00
Christmas Decor

ANTONIO’S HOME 
REMODELING AND 

PAINTING 
Roofing, Bathrooms,         

Showers, Water Damage, 
Drywall, Additions, 

Garages, Insured.  Free  
Estimates  256-577-8660

CHIHUAHUA PUPPIES, REGISTERED 
AND full blooded, females, $735 + males, 
$630. Call Ralph 256-303-2406. We de-
liver! 

******************** 
R.D.T. CONSTRUCTION & 
HANDYMAN SERVICES 
“We Show up and Get the  

Job DONE!” 
PRESSURE WASHING 

Decks, fences, windows, doors, 
gutter clean-out, etc. All home 
repair and small construction... 
“No Job Too Small!”  Veteran 

owned. Call Brandon for         
estimate at 256-762-0499

HOLIDAY SPECIAL, Gutter clean 
out, seamless gutters, gutter 

guards, Call GUTTER WORKS 
256-394-3497

Oakley’s Painting         
& Remodeling  

• Carpentry  • New Construction 
Residential & Commercial       

Licensed & Insured  
No Job Too Big or Too Small  

Best Prices in Town!  
256-627-0448 or 256-415-8192
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mhatty.com
256.333.5000

NEVER settle for less.

Injured in a Wreck?
Our client recovered

$7,500,000!

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers. 66
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HELPING HANDS
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• An Elite CoolSculpting plan that involves treating seven
areas every 50 days for 150 days would consist of three
total treatment sessions.

• The 150-day period would break down into three treatment
sessions, each spaced 50 days apart, unlike the old machine
one treatment!

• Coolsculpting Elite can treat multiple areas using dual
applicators

256.712.5028 | 426 West College St. | Florence
Across from Infants & Children’s

• Results Take Longer to
Be Visible

• Twice the Time to Treat
• 1 Applicator per Machine
• Treats 1 Area at a Time
• U-Shaped Applicators

Hold Less Fat
• More Appointments

COOLSCULPTING® ELITE OLD COOLSCULPTING®
• FASTER Results
• Treats 2x MORE Areas
• DUAL/QUAD Sculpting
• NEW Sleek Design
• C-Shaped Applicators Fit the

Shape of Your Curves
• Up to 30% MORE Tissue Contact
• Up to 18% MORE Surface

Area Treated

Professionalism at its best!Professionalism at its best!
Let us save you money on your project!
Killen 256-386-1156 Sheffield

65
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Prestine Cleaning Service, LLC  
No job too big or small. Residen-
tial & Commercial. References 
available. 256-633-9334

FIREWOOD FOR SALE! All Hard-
wood, cured, split, dry stored, 16 to 
20 inches long. You Haul $80 per 
truckload 256-762-0696. 

HOME IMPROVEMENT AND
BUILDING: siding, additions,
garages, painting, decks, Free
Estimates. 256-383-3218 The winter story read 

aloud will be, The Lights 
that Dance in the Night 
by Yuval Zommer, a 
beautifully written story 
of what animals do when 
they see the Northern 
Lights, also known as the 
Aurora Borealis.

After listening to the 
story, families will have the 
opportunity to learn a little 
more about the science 
and the cultural history of 
the Northern Lights and 
create their own paper 
and chalk artwork to take 
home or display at the 
Kennedy-Douglass Art 
Center windows to share 
with the community.

This event is free to the 
public.

This program is 
sponsored by the City of 
Florence Department of 
Arts & Museums. 

The Kennedy-Douglass 
Art Center is located at 
217 E. Tuscaloosa Street 
in Florence. For more 
information, call 256-760-
6379.

SHEFFIELD — The 
Courier Journal / 
TimesDaily office is an 
official drop-off point 
for the annual Toys for 
Tots drive in the Shoals. 
We are located at 219 
West Tennessee St. in 
downtown Florence.  

The public can drop 
off new unwrapped toys 
safely in our lobby from 
8am-5pm Monday-Friday.

 FLORENCE – Florence 
Arts & Museums will 
present a Holiday Gift-
Making Demonstration 
with Mothering Herbs on 
December 7 from 1-2pm 
at Pope’s Tavern Museum, 
203 Hermitage Drive in 
Florence. 
Summer 
McCreless is 
the owner of 
Mothering 
Herbs and 
a second-
generation 
herbalist. This 
event will 
provide an opportunity 
for participants to learn 
tips, tricks, and recipes for 
hand-made holiday gifts 
they can make on their 
own at home. 

Registration for this 
event will be $20 per 
person and can be 
found on the calendar 
page of the website, 
florencealmuseums.com. 

McCreless has been 
practicing herbalism for 
over 18 years, teaching 

herbal education and 
plant identification and 
uses in North Alabama. 
She has over 30 years of 
experience and education 
in plant identification in 
the United States. 

For questions, 
call 256-760-6379 
or email: connect@
florencealmuseums.com.

FLORENCE– Florence 
Parks and Recreation and 
the Florence-Lauderdale 
Public Library invite the 
community to Wilson 
Park for the annual 
Christmas Lighting. 
The park will shine in a 
patriotic holiday theme 
as Florence officially 
welcomes the season.

The event begins at 5pm 
and includes a special 
performance by the Mars 
Hill Bible School 6th 
Grade Chorus and the 
festive Christmas Bike 
Parade hosted by the 
Library.

Families and friends 
are encouraged to attend 
this free community 
celebration, enjoy the 
lights, and share in 
an evening of music, 
tradition, and holiday 
spirit. - Proudly 
celebrating America’s 
250th anniversary.

FLORENCE–Florence 
Arts & Museums will host 
another in the Storytime 
at the Museum class series 
on Friday, December 
5 from 10-11am at the 
Kennedy-Douglass Center 
for the Arts. Families 
including ALL ages are 
invited to come and listen 
to children’s literature 
focusing ideally on ages 3 
and up.  

Shorts...
Continued from Page 1

Gift-Making 
Demo Dec. 7

Annual Wilson 
Park Lighting

3U Children’s 
Story Event

Donation Box 
in Our Office

DIAL- 2-1-1
TEXT- your zip code to 898-211
CHAT- 211connectsAlabama.org 
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No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services to be performed by other lawyers.
We are a Debt Relief Agency and Attorneys at Law who, where appropriate, help people file for relief under the Bankruptcy Code.

Attorneys Providing Financial Solutions

Bond, Botes, sykstus,
tanner & Mcnutt P.c.

121 S. Court Street, Florence, AL 35630

For more information, visit www.bondnbotes.com

Debt Consolidation/
Bankruptcy
STOP Garnishments/
Repossessions/Foreclosures

Collection Harassment
(FDCPA)
Credit Report Disputes
(FCRA)
Social Security Denials

B. Grant
McNutt

Attorney at Law

Nicholas H.
Gajewski

Attorney at Law

Tanya
McCalpin

Attorney at Law

Decatur
256-355-2447
Huntsville
256-539-9899

Offices Also In:

Haleyville
205-486-3580

FINANCIALLY
STRESSED?

Florence • 256-760-1010
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Tis the Season to be… Screen-Weary?Tis the Season to be… Screen-Weary?

A Holiday Tech Reality CheckA Holiday Tech Reality Check

1909 Florence Blvd., Florence

Excellent Service
Expert Advice

Let’s be real. The holiday season 
feels different this year. The 
festive cheer is competing with a 
low hum of… well, everything. 
Inflation, headlines that make you 
sigh, and that general feeling of 
being permanently "on" thanks to 
our devices. As we dive into the 
holiday shopping 
frenzy, it’s worth 
asking: how can we 
use tech this year 
without letting it 
use us?

We all know 
the drill. The 
targeted ads 
follow you from 
your coffee scroll 
to your evening Netflix binge, 
whispering about the *perfect* 
gift. Algorithms are basically 
our new, overly eager elves. And 

while it can be convenient, it’s also 
exhausting. This year, the smartest 
tech move might be to consciously 
step back from the digital noise.

So, what’s the trend? It’s shifting 
from "more" to "meaningful." 
Instead of another gadget that 
adds to screen-time, people are 
looking for tech that fosters 
real-world connections or actual 
ease. Think less about the flashy 
new smartphone, and more about 
a digital picture frame you can 
pre-load with family photos for 
a far-away relative. It’s always 

your less-techy parents? The goal 
is to reduce friction and stress, not 
add to it.

And this brings us to the 
cautionary part. In a world that 
feels increasingly divided and 
frantic, the last thing our holidays 
need is more doomscrolling or 
comparison anxiety. That “perfect” 
holiday you see on social media is 
a highlight reel, a curated fiction. 
When you feel the pull to compare 
your gathering, your gifts, or your 
tree to someone else’s curated 
feed, put the phone down. Be 
present in your own, wonderfully 
imperfect living room.

My suggestion for this 
unique holiday season? Let’s 
use technology as a tool, not 
something we are tied to. Find a 
price-tracking app to get the best 
deals and save money where you 

supposed to have been about 
technology that bridges distance, 
not creates it.

Gift ideas are following this 
cozier, more intentional vibe. 
Consider a smart mug that 
keeps their coffee hot while they 
work from home, a small but 
thoughtful nod to daily comfort. 
A subscription to a meditation 
app could be a lifesaver for 
someone feeling overwhelmed. 
Or, how about a simple, easy-to-
use streaming stick to replace the 
complicated mess of remotes for 

can. Use video calls to include 
friends or family who can’t travel. 
But then, make a conscious choice 
to log off. Mute the notifications, 
hide the phones during dinner, 
and watch a classic movie 
“together”.

The most valuable gift we can 
give each other—and ourselves—
this year might just be our 
undivided attention. In a noisy 
world, a little quiet connection 
is truly priceless. Happy, and 
mindful, holidays.

Martin Dean

by “The Computer Skeptic”

AKASASA

EARNING IS REALLY EASY! ENROLLMENTS MUST BE IN PLACE AND ALL OF THE
FOLLOWING TRANSACTIONS AND ACTIVITIES MUST POST AND SETTLE TO YOUR

KASASA CASH ACCOUNT DURING EACH MONTHLY QUALIFICATION CYCLE:

Free

Qualification Information: To earn your rewards, the following enrollments must be in place and all transactions and activities must post and settle to
your Kasasa Cash account during each Monthly Qualification Cycle: At least 1 ACH credit or ACH payment transaction(s). At least 15 debit card
purchases. Be enrolled in and have agreed to receive e-statements rather than paper statements. Be enrolled in and log into online banking. Maintain a
valid email address on record with our bank. - Account transactions and activities may take one or more days to post and settle to the account and all
must do so during the Monthly Qualification Cycle in order to qualify for the account's rewards. "Monthly Qualification Cycle" means a period beginning
one (1) banking day prior to the first day of the current statement cycle through one (1) banking day prior to the last business day of the current
statement cycle. See our website or contact one of our branch service representatives for specific Monthly Qualification Cycle dates. Reward
Information: When your Kasasa Cash account qualifications are met during a Monthly Qualification Cycle, daily balances up to and including $25,000 in
your Kasasa Cash account earn an interest rate of 5.50% resulting in an APY of 5.50%; and daily balances over $25,000 earn an interest rate of 0.50%
on the portion of the daily balance over $25,000, resulting in a range from 5.50% to 0.50% APY depending on the account's daily balance. When your
Kasasa Cash qualifications are not met, the interest rate earned on the account's entire average daily balance will be 0.05% resulting in an annual
percentage yield of 0.05%. Interest will be credited to your Kasasa Cash account on the last day of the current statement cycle. APY = Annual
Percentage Yield. APYS accurate as of 04/04/2024. Rates, rewards, and bonuses, if any, are variable and may change after account is opened; rates
may change without notice to you. No minimum balance is required to earn or receive the account's rewards. Rewards less than a penny cannot be
distributed. Fees may reduce earnings. Additional Information: Account approval, conditions, qualifications, limits, timeframes, enrollments, log-ons and
other requirements apply. $50 minimum deposit is required to open the account. There are no recurring monthly maintenance charges or fees to open
or close this account. Advertised information and rewards are based on all account qualifications being met during each cycle period. Contact one of
our bank service representatives for additional information, account details, restrictions, reward calculations, processing limitations, cycle dates and
enrollment instructions. Member FDIC. Trademarks: Kasasa and Kasasa Cash are trademarks of Kasasa, Ltd., registered in the U.S.A.

sitvisit

AA 5.50%APY*

ON BALANCES UP TO AND
INCLUDING $25,000 IF
QUALIFICATIONS ARE MET

*

0.05%APY*
ON ALL BALANCES, EVEN IF
QUALIFICATIONS ARE NOT MET*

a CheecckingCash Checkinggg

• AT LEAST 15 DEBIT CARD PURCHASES
• AT LEAST 1 ACH PAYMENT OR ACH CREDIT TRANSACTION(S)

• BE ENROLLED IN AND AGREE TO RECEIVE E-STATEMENTS

www.firstsouthern.com/kasasa/
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McCaig’s Garage  
Late model and low mileage 

motors and transmissions. 90 day 
guarantee. Call Gary or Brian, 
256-332-5366. 256-460-0662

TLC IRRIGATION  
SERVICES  

30 Years Experience 
• We Winterize • Pump  

Installation • New Installation  
• Repair • Maintenance   

Free Estimates  
Call Reggie  256-324-5023 

Licensed + Insured

MASONRY WORK: Brick, Block,
Fieldstone, all types. Excellent
work. Call Mark, 256-394-2820

I HAVE LOTS OF ANTLERS,
AND I NEED KNIVES! 256-443-
3836

JR. LAWSON TREE SERVICE, 
tree trimming, stump grinding,
removal. Licensed & Bonded, Free 
estimates, 256-856-7028

NEAL’S LAWNCARE  
• Leaf Removal  • Handyman 

Free Estimates 256-284-8243 

ROOFING - LEAKS REPAIRED, 
Chimneys Flashed, Valley Repair. 
All Work Guaranteed. Free esti-
mates, 256-383-3218

TRANSFER VIDEO TAPES &
FILM, before they ruin! DATA
VIDEO TAPING 256-710-0292

WROUGHT IRON FURNITURE,
CHRISTMAS TREES, wreaths,
etc. 256-383-7445

WE BUY JUNK CARS, Trucks or
Vans with or without titles, Call Joel
256-303-7609

KOGER LAWN SERVICE              
and Pressure Washing.                
Call 256-366-3133

AAA CONCRETE 
 CONCRETE, WALLS,          

Finished Driveways, Sidewalks, 
Porches, Curbs, Steps, Foun-

dations, Bobcat Work, 30 years 
experience, FREE Estimates. 

Call 256-633-8643 or           
256-577-1823

THANK YOU for reading the 
Courier Journal and patronizing our 
advertisers! 
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YOUR OPINION 
Matters Too! 

Where is YOUR letter? 
EMAIL TO:

editor@courierjournal.net    

ately we have been exposed to a 
lot of hype about how a cashless 
society would be beneficial for 
us. With the proliferation of 
online shopping, 
automatic payroll 
deposits, Apple-
pay, tap and go 

payment systems, and the 
like, we seem to hear a lot 
of positives, but very few 
drawbacks. Having the option 
of cash/card/digital is great, 
but going completely cashless? 
We’re not thinking too clearly.

Sure, no cash in circulation 
can reduce the frequency of 
burglaries, employee theft, 
sales of stolen guns, and bank 
hold-ups.

If stolen, cash is essentially 
untraceable. It is also useful 
for criminals and illegal transactions. But NO 
cash?

They claim innovations such as embedded 
microchips, digital wallets, and artificial 
intelligence payment systems continue to 
strengthen the security around cashless 
transactions. Money management can be 
simpler since every transaction is recorded, 

Comments do not necessarily represent those of the 
Courier Journal staff, its advertisers, or its readers.

THIS WEEK

in the

December 3, 2025

HappeningHappening

Your Courier Journal welcomes tastefully presented 
typed or neatly written letters to be published as space 
allows. Letters may refer to timely matters of local, state, or 
national interest or any topic of concern or interest. Letters must 
include name, address and phone number for verification.  (Only 
name and town will be published.) Letters are subject to editing. 
Please limit to 400 words.  All letters become the property of 
the Courier Journal and may not necessarily reflect opinions of 
the Courier Journal staff, its advertisers, or a majority of readers.  

   • by Mail, in Person, or Mail Slot    
    Editor-Courier Journal  
    219 W. Tennessee St., Florence, AL 35630

   • e-mail: editor@courierjournal.net 
   • FAX- 256-760-9618  

LettersYOUR

Commentary

ShoalsA Cashless Society 
Squashes Freedom

See A CASHLESS SOCIETY...  on Page 18
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Visit www.roarlions.com for full team schedules and ticket information

WOMENWOMENMENMEN
BASKETBALLBASKETBALL

WEDNESDAY, WEDNESDAY, 
DECEMBER 3 DECEMBER 3 

10PM CT10PM CT
at San Francisco at San Francisco 

San Francisco, CASan Francisco, CA

SUNDAY, SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 7DECEMBER 7

3PM3PM
at Samford at Samford 
Birmingham, ALBirmingham, AL

Find North Alabama 
Basketball audio & video at 

roarlions.com/watch

BASKETBALLBASKETBALL

L

See LETTERS... on Page 13

THE SHEFFIELD PUBLIC 
LIBRARY, at 316 N. 
Montgomery Ave., will have 
a visit from Santa Claus from 
3-4:30pm on Wednesday, 
December 3. Meet Santa and 
have a picture with him. One 
free picture per child.

 THE LAUDERDALE 
COUNTY ADC AND 
BLUEPRINT ALABAMA 
will host a Community 
Dialogue with former United 
States Senator gubernatorial 
candidate, Doug Jones, on 
Saturday, December 6 from 
12-2:30pm at Mt. Moriah 
Primitive Baptist Church in 
Florence - 820 W. Irvine Ave.
 The gathering with Jones will 
open with a listening session, 
then he will answer audience 
questions.  Jones has 
declared his interest in running  
for governor, so it will be an 
opportunity for people in the 
community to share ideas and 
issues that are important. This 
event is free and open to all. 

JOHN PAUL WHITE AND 
FRIENDS  return to Norton 
Auditorium for their "Home 
for the Holidays" concert 
on December 3 in Florence. 
The special holiday show 
will benefit the John Paul 
White Entertainment Industry 
Endowed Scholarship at the 
University of North Alabama. 
Purchase tickets at www.una.
edu/entertainment/jpw.html

See SYMPHONY...  on Page 10

Women are Allowed?
EXCUSE ME?

Editor,

Let’s talk about this fun-police-
mandated word “allowed.” Allowed 
by whom? By the same paragons of 
virtue crowd that burned women 
alive for being “too smart?” By the 
ones who outlawed women from 
reading, voting, and owning property 
because it threatened, bruised, and 
fractured their fragile egos? The same 
people who still panic and experience 
a total neurological meltdown when 
a woman dares to sit at the head of 
a boardroom table? Oh, yes — thank 
you, mighty overlords, for your 
generous crumbs of liberty.

But here’s the delightful irony: 
women were ruling empires from 
golden thrones and commanding 
vast armies while men were still 
drawing stick figures in caves. 

Women birthed nations — literally 
— while men wrote laws deciding 
if those same women could even 
own their own bodies. Women ran 
revolutions, resisted oppression, and 
rebuilt entire societies while men 

stood around acting like the referees 
of existence, blowing their whistle: 
“Okay, fine, you’re allowed now. 
Don’t get too cocky.”

Too cocky? Sweetheart, women 
don’t need cocky: They’ve got 
capable. And capable terrifies you. 
Let’s correct the narrative, shall 
we? Women have been running 
kingdoms, civilizations, households, 
revolutions, and movements long 
before anyone scribbled the word 
“allowed” onto their lips. 

Cleopatra didn’t wait for a consent 
slip or a committee’s approval. Joan of 
Arc didn’t ask if it was “okay” to lead 
an army. Rosa Parks didn’t sit on that 
bus thinking, “Gee, I hope the men 
let me do this.” 

Hatshepsut declared herself 

TOM MAGAZZU
Editor

In A 
Few 

Words

FLORENCE–The Shoals Symphony at UNA is rolling 
out the red carpet for "Holidays on the Silver Screen" 
Saturday, December 6 at 7pm in Norton Auditorium. 

The Shoals Symphony will help bring Tinseltown to 
the Shoals with various recreations of iconic holiday film 
moments set to music led by conductor Ethan Lolley. 

FLORENCE – Throughout 
the year, volunteers with 
Chloe’s Fund have been 
preparing for the non-
profit’s 6th Annual Santa 
Paws Christmas Market. 
Spearheaded by Santa Paws 
coordinator, Linda Fenton, 
the group scours various fairs 
and antiques shops looking 
for unique items of interest to 

be included in the sale, 

See PAWS...  Page 20

Shoals Symphony 
Welcomes Holidays 

Santa Paws
Christmas 
Market for 
Chloe's Fund
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• Affordable Demo/Refurbished 
 Models In House payments as  

low as $40 month

• TRADE in Value up to $2000.00

• Advanced Technology
William “Bill” Tate,

L-HIS
Rogers H.S. Alumni

FREE Hearing CHECK UP!

FREE DEMO of ANY MODEL!

1865 Highway 72 • Killen • 256.272.5095
www.1lovehearing.com

7 NORTH ALABAMA LOCATIONS

Lyndsay Warren

256.383.7077 Experience more.™

Protecting drivers on game
day. And every day.

Auto insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, COUNTRY Preferred Insurance Company® and COUNTRY Casualty Insurance Company®, Bloomington, IL.

Experience more.™

Protecting drivers on game
day. And every day.

$809980$8099

ORDER IN-STORE
OR ONLINE:
mikesmeatmarket.

smartonlineorder.com

Contact Us For Special Orders
256.320.5223

Est. 2017Est. 2017 256.320.5223256.320.5223

WeWe
AcceptAccept

EBT!EBT!
•• 2 - 8 oz. Ribeyes2 - 8 oz. Ribeyes
•• 2 Lbs. Chuck Roast2 Lbs. Chuck Roast
•• 2 Lbs. Ground Beef2 Lbs. Ground Beef
•• 2 Lbs. FreshTenders2 Lbs. FreshTenders
•• 2 Lbs. Bacon or Sausage2 Lbs. Bacon or Sausage
•• 2 Lbs. Boneless Chops2 Lbs. Boneless Chops
•• 1 Lb. American Cheese1 Lb. American Cheese

DECEMBER SPECIALDECEMBER SPECIAL

All ForAll For
OnlyOnly

Savor Our Monthly SpecialToday!
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FLORENCE PAINTINGFLORENCE PAINTING
AND DRYWALL LLCAND DRYWALL LLC

We offer professional painting services including
Interior and Exterior House Painting,

Drywall Repair, Deck and Fence Staining
Pressure Washing and More

Over 30 years’ experience,
Call Today for FREE ESTIMATE
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

256-577-0730
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In Luke 1:46–55, we hear Mary’s 
ancient song of praise—what 
the Church has long called the 
Magnificat. It rises from the lips 
of a young woman who has just been told she will bear the 
Christ child. Her response is not fear, but a bold and joyful 
proclamation of God’s upside-down kingdom: the proud 
scattered, the powerful humbled, the hungry filled, and the lowly 
lifted high.

In 1933, the German pastor and theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
called Mary’s hymn “the most revolutionary Advent hymn ever 
sung.” Revolutionary—because Mary dares to believe that God 
will remake the world not through domination or force, but 
through mercy, justice, and the surprising power of smallness.

Mary’s hope is not naïve. It is rooted in the way God works 
throughout Scripture. The Apostle Paul later writes that God 
chooses “what is weak in the world to shame the strong,” so that 
no one can boast. Even King David once sang, “Your gentleness 
has made me great.” God’s revolution comes clothed not in 
intimidation but tenderness.

And that is why Christmas still draws us in. Like Mary, we gather 
because we, too, have been swept into this quiet revolution 
of divine love. We have felt its warmth—sometimes gently, 
sometimes unexpectedly—turning our own hearts tender.

Only the light of Christ can warm a 
cold heart. Only the tenderness of the 
Christ child can soften a hardened 
one. In this season, we remember that 
Christmas is God’s love letter to a weary 
world: a promise that winter will not last 
forever. Hope is already here, alive in us, 
leading us toward a future bright with 
God’s mercy..

— Rev. Trey Suey 
Westminster Presbyterian Church

If you want to learn more about what we believe, visit us Sundays 
at 11 am for worship service. You can also reach us at our website: 
www.Westminsterpcusa.net, friend us on Facebook as Westminster 

Presbyterian Church or find us on YouTube, WPCFlorence.

1520 Rickwood Rd. • Florence, AL  
256-766-3841 • admin.assist@westminsterpcusa.net

Westminster Presbyterian 

Revolution 
of Divine 
Tenderness

MILLER’S TREE 
SERVICE 

Tree Trimming and Removal 
Free Estimates              

Senior Discounts            
Licensed & Insured          

256-710-0548

DECKS AND FENCES - FREE 
Estimates. Call me at 256-856-
4662. References available.

H & H Towing            
(local & out of town)         

I Buy Junk Vehicles, all types 
Greg 256-394-6340

GREEN PLANET         
LAWN SERVICES 

Spring/Fall Clean-ups,         
Complete Mowing, 

Hedge/Shrub Trimming, 
Flowerbed Maintenance, 

Mulch, Pine Straw, Decorative 
Rock and Pressure Washing.   

Licensed & Insured.  
-Free Estimates- 

Call Antonio 256-284-5590

YORKIE PUPPIES, Registered, 
Males and females, 10 weeks old, 
very small, shots, dew claws re-
moved, and dewormed. 256-275-
2794 Shoals Area 

SHOALS ESTATE SALES 
Estate sale experts 

organizing, pricing & selling 
the entire contents of your home 

large or small. 
Trusted • Local • Family-Owned 
Whether downsizing, relocating, 
or settling an estate, we handle 
everything from start to finish. 
Call for a free consultation!! 
Marie Skillern 256-335-0695 

Chris Nix  256-483-9505

HARDWOOD FLOOR  
REFINISHING 

25 Years Experience 
All work comes with warranty. 
Ben Hanson, 256-263-2063

FORD: MUSTANG, 1999  $2,800. 
35th Anniversary GT, Good body, 
paint is peeling. Needs Intake or-
ings. Text me at 938-216-4213 
more info and  photos.

WHITLOCK 

 REMODELING 
Do-it-All Handyman! 

Add on Sunrooms; Flooring;  
Painting, interior/exterior,      

Windows & Doors; Drywall     
hanging/finishing; Kitchens; 

Bathrooms; Vinyl Siding; 
Porches. No job too big or 
too small. 256-349-3703     

or 256-291-6630 

BLUE SKY HOUSES. Many
pieces, including large 4-season
houses, individual season houses, 
firehouse, and several others $200. 
Text or leave message 256-443-
6327

ROOFING - LEAKS REPAIRED, 
Chimneys Flashed, Valley Repair. 
All Work Guaranteed. Free esti-
mates, 256-383-3218

STILL SMELLS NEW! - 2022 
Bumper Pull Heartland North Trail 
Camper, pulled 250 miles from 
dealership to covered carport, 
never been in the weather, appli-
ances never used, king size bed, 
comes with lots of extras. Call 
334-300-0129. No texts.
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256-764-2192

700 N. Wood Ave, Florence, AL
Sunday School 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

Office Hours: M-Thur. 8-5
www.firstchristianflorence.org

A movement of wholeness in a fragmented world.
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Enter via alley from 
Tuscaloosa St, 

Between the Church 
& PNC Bank

 
Look for Our Signs!

Fri. & Sat. • Dec. 5-6 
10am-6pm

   First United Methodist Church 
Downtown Florence

Fellowship Hall (Basement)

For Emergency Medical Needs Of
Florence-Lauderdale Shelter Animals

~ Courtesy David Curott ~ author of
“Historical Markers and Other Signs of the Past”

St. James Church celebrated its 
152th anniversary in 2025. In 1902 the 
church was near Pine St, then moved 
to Campbell St in the 1920s.

In 1940 it moved to Waterloo Road, 
then built the current building on 
Wallace St in 1960.

Location:  34.8000°N, 87.6879°WLocation:  34.8000°N, 87.6879°W
      325 Wallace St, Florence      325 Wallace St, Florence

LICENSED,
INSURED & BONDED

USA Made
Products

Jerry & Chad Gann

GANN’S
Discount Siding, Inc.

Leighton 

256-446-9767

Shingle 
& Metal 
Roofing

• Standing Seam
• Custom Made          

on Job Site
• Concealed Fasteners
• Competitive Pricing

ALUMINUM 
GUTTERS

 Now Accepting
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JR. LAWSON TREE SERVICE, 
tree trimming, stump grinding,
removal. Licensed & Bonded, Free 
estimates, 256-856-7028

2002 DODGE RAM 1500 4X4, 5.9
engine, rebuilt transmission, good 
condition, $5,000. Call 256-760-
8446 or 256-394-0975 Continued from Page 8

Symphony

Step into the magic as 
they perform music from 
The Polar Express, It’s a 
Wonderful Life, White 
Christmas, Home Alone, 
Love Actually, Harry 
Potter, and more - all 
paired with classic clips on 
the big screen.

These scenes are part 
of the Holidays on the 
Silver Screen concert, 
celebrating the movies that 
have shaped generations 
of holiday memories. 

The program will 
include: "Overture to 
Miracle on 34th Street" - 
Bruce Broughton; "White 
Christmas" - Irving 
Berlin; "Nutcracker Suite, 
Op. 71a" - Pyotr Ilyich 
Tchaikovsky; "Suite from 
It's a Wonderful Life" - 
Dimitri Tiomkin; "The 
Complete Harry Potter 
- arr." Jerry Brubaker; 
"Christmas at the Movies 
- arr." Bob Krogstad; 
(Selections from Home 
Alone, The Nightmare 
Before Christmas, Dr. 
Seuss' How The Grinch 
Stole Christmas); "River / 
Both Sides Now" — Joni 
Mitchell; "Sleigh Ride" 
- Leroy Anderson; "The 
Polar Express Concert 
Suite" - Alan Silvestri and 
Glen Ballard.

Walk the red carpet in 
the lobby and have your 
photo taken paparazzi-
style. Between piece short, 
fun recreations of iconic 
holiday movie moments 
featuring members of our 
community will be shown. 

Jason and Kenzie 
Grigsby step into It's a 
Wonderful Life, Johnna 
and Owen Stafford bring 
the charm of Home Alone 
alive, and Jessie Mills and 
Randy Pettus capture the 
spirit of The Polar Express! 

And, of course, there 
will be plenty of music, 
magic, and holiday cheer 
for the whole family.

The concert will run 
around 90 minutes 
including a 15–20-minute 
intermission. For more 
information and tickets 
-from $19-$39- visit 
shoalssymphony.org, call 
256-710-1623, or purchase 
at the Norton Box Office, 
located at 500 North Pine 
St. from 2-5pm Monday-
Thursday.

The Best Value
 for Your 

Advertising 
Dollar! 
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Quantity Rights Reserved • None Sold to Dealers • WIC & Food Stamps Accepted
Not Responsible For Typographical or Pictorial Errors

Home-Owned, Home-Operated 

Marketplace Marketplace Marketplace Marketplace 

MarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplace

Supermarkets

Family Pack
SHOULDER 

STEAK
$599

Lb.

67
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AD GOOD DEC. 3-9, 2025AD GOOD DEC. 3-9, 2025

     

Lb.Lb.

U.S. #1 Idaho U.S. #1 Idaho 
RED OR GOLD RED OR GOLD 
POTATOESPOTATOES
5 Lbs.5 Lbs.

Lb.Lb.

Lb.

$1299 $699 $199
Dole Dole CLASSIC CLASSIC 
ROMAINE OR ROMAINE OR 
GREENER GREENER 
SELECTIONSELECTION
BagBag

2/$4

2 Lbs.

Ocean BonnieOcean Bonnie

JUMBO JUMBO 
REDS REDS 
SHRIMPSHRIMP
21/25

Preferred Preferred 
Angus BeefAngus Beef

BONELESS BONELESS 
CHUCK CHUCK 
ROASTROAST
Family PackFamily Pack

Preferred Angus BeefPreferred Angus Beef  
NEW YORKNEW YORK
STRIP STEAKSTRIP STEAK  
Family PackFamily Pack  

$1099
Lb.Lb.

$299

FreshFresh  

GROUND CHUCK GROUND CHUCK 
80% Lean - Family Pack80% Lean - Family Pack

$499

SUSHI
Made Fresh 

DAILY at our
Killen 

Location

Alabama Alabama 
SWEET SWEET 
POTATOESPOTATOES
3 Lb. Bag3 Lb. Bag

2/$5

Prairie FreshPrairie Fresh  
ASSORTED ASSORTED 
BONE-IN BONE-IN 
PORK CHOPS PORK CHOPS 
Family PackFamily Pack

$299

Michigan Gala, Michigan Gala, 
Fuji Or Fuji Or 
Red DeliciousRed Delicious
APPLESAPPLES
3 Lbs.3 Lbs.

 

 

 

  

 

Hunt’sHunt’s  
KETCHUPKETCHUP

20 Oz.20 Oz.

Food ClubFood Club  MAYO MAYO 30 Oz.30 Oz.
Or WishboneOr Wishbone  SALAD SALAD 
DRESSING DRESSING 15 Oz.15 Oz.

9999¢¢

22//$$55

9999¢¢ 9999¢¢

Bush’sBush’s  BEANS OR PEAS,BEANS OR PEAS,
Libby’s Libby’s VEGETABLES VEGETABLES Or Or 

Red Gold Red Gold TOMATOESTOMATOES  15-16 Oz.15-16 Oz.

BanquetBanquet
POT PIESPOT PIES

7 Oz.7 Oz.

44//$$55
Mix Or MatchMix Or Match

Hunt’sHunt’s  
SNACK SNACK 
PACKSPACKS
4 Pack4 Pack

Hunt’sHunt’s  
PASTA PASTA 
SAUCESAUCE
24 Oz.24 Oz.

RotelRotel DICED  DICED 
TOMATOES TOMATOES 
& GREEN & GREEN 
CHILIESCHILIES
10 Oz.10 Oz.

Hunt’sHunt’s  
MANWICHMANWICH
15 Oz.15 Oz.

Family Pack
BONELESS 

CHUCK STEAKS
$749

Lb.

Food ClubFood Club  VEGETABLE OIL VEGETABLE OIL 
40 Oz.  40 Oz.  Or ShawneeOr Shawnee  FLOUR FLOUR 

OR MEAL OR MEAL 5 Lbs.5 Lbs.

22//$$55 22//$$44

RaguRagu  
PASTA SAUCEPASTA SAUCE

23-24 Oz.23-24 Oz.

Chef BoyardeeChef Boyardee  
PASTA PASTA 
7/15 Oz.7/15 Oz.

~ Courtesy David Curott ~ author of
“Historical Markers and Other Signs of the Past”

St. James Church celebrated its 
152th anniversary in 2025. In 1902 the 
church was near Pine St, then moved 
to Campbell St in the 1920s.

In 1940 it moved to Waterloo Road, 
then built the current building on 
Wallace St in 1960.

Location:  34.8000°N, 87.6879°WLocation:  34.8000°N, 87.6879°W
      325 Wallace St, Florence      325 Wallace St, Florence



12 Alabama’s Largest Direct Mail Weekly Courier Journal / December 3, 2025

TUSCUMBIA 103 West 1st Street • 7am-11pm • 256-383-9425
FORD CITY FOODLAND River Road • 7am-10pm • 256-446-5842
ELGIN CROSSROADS ELGIN Forest Plaza • 7am-11pm • 256-247-1958
ROGERSVILLE Rogersville Shopping Ctr. • 7am-11pm • 256-247-1805

KILLEN 1161 Hwy. 72 • 7am-11pm • 256-757-2002
FLORENCE 1708 Darby Dr. • 7am-10pm • 256-767-2227
MUSCLE SHOALS 3001 Woodward. • 7am-11pm • 256-381-7277
                      3413 Woodward Ave. • 7am-11pm • 256-978-6093
SHEFFIELD Foodland Plus • 106 Towne Plaza • 7am-10pm • 256-381-6552

Supermarkets

AD GOOD DEC. 3-9, 2025AD GOOD DEC. 3-9, 2025
Prices Good At These Locations ONLY!Prices Good At These Locations ONLY!

Pick up a copy of this ad in a Courier 
Journal at our store OR go online

to Foodlandgrocery.com
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Not Available At All Not Available At All Locations!Locations!

$499

DAIRY & DAIRY & FROZENFROZEN    
Kentucky LegendKentucky Legend
Quarter Sliced Quarter Sliced 
BONELESS BONELESS 
HAMHAM

Prairie Fresh Bone-InPrairie Fresh Bone-In
CENTER CUT CENTER CUT 
PORK CHOPSPORK CHOPS

$$559999
Lb.Lb.

$$226969
Lb.Lb.

General Mills:General Mills:  LUCKY LUCKY 
CHARMS, CHEERIOS, CHARMS, CHEERIOS, 

GOLDEN GRAHAMS OR GOLDEN GRAHAMS OR 
REESE’S PUFFSREESE’S PUFFS  18-19 Oz.18-19 Oz.

Post Post FRUITY OR FRUITY OR 
COCOA PEBBLESCOCOA PEBBLES
CEREALCEREAL
18 Oz. 18 Oz. 

$$555959
1 Lb.1 Lb.

$$229999
12 Oz.12 Oz.

Hormel Black LabelHormel Black Label
SLICEDSLICED
BACONBACON
Regular Or ThickRegular Or Thick

Zeigler Zeigler 
SLICED SLICED 
BOLOGNABOLOGNA
Regular Or ThickRegular Or Thick

2/$4

Mtn. Dew, Sunkist, Mtn. Dew, Sunkist, 
Starry OrStarry Or  
PEPSIPEPSI
2 Liters2 Liters

General Mills General Mills CEREAL:CEREAL:  
LUCKY CHARMS, GOLDEN LUCKY CHARMS, GOLDEN 

GRAHAMS, REESE’S PUFFS GRAHAMS, REESE’S PUFFS 
OR CHEERIOS OR CHEERIOS Family SizeFamily Size

MEATMEAT

Jack Daniel’s 
COCKTAILS 6 Pk. Bottles

$799

$449

$$449999

HOT POCKETS 
4 Pk. ............................ 

$$449999

DiGiorno 
PIZZA
24-29 Oz. ......................

White Castle
BURGERS 4-6 Ct. ........

$$449999 Previously Frozen Previously Frozen 
BONELESS BONELESS 
CHICKEN BREASTCHICKEN BREAST
Tray PackTray Pack

$$225959
Lb.Lb.

$499

3/$12

Mtn. Dew, Sunkist, Mtn. Dew, Sunkist, 
Starry OrStarry Or  

PEPSIPEPSI
8 Pk. 12 Oz. Bottles8 Pk. 12 Oz. Bottles

Mtn. Dew, Sunkist, Mtn. Dew, Sunkist, 
Starry OrStarry Or  
PEPSIPEPSI
12 Pk. 12 Oz. Cans12 Pk. 12 Oz. Cans

Mtn. Dew, Sunkist, Mtn. Dew, Sunkist, 
Starry OrStarry Or  PEPSIPEPSI

10 Pk. Mini Cans 10 Pk. Mini Cans 
Or 6 Pk. .5 LitersOr 6 Pk. .5 Liters

$699

Cupcake Stills
WINE 750 ML

$979

Angel Soft Angel Soft BATH TISSUE BATH TISSUE 
8 Rolls8 Rolls  Or Sparkle Or Sparkle PAPER PAPER 

TOWELS TOWELS 4 Double Rolls4 Double Rolls

$699

King’s Rightly SeasonedKing’s Rightly Seasoned
SLICEDSLICED
BACONBACON

$$10109999
40 Oz.40 Oz.

DORITOS DORITOS 
6-10 Oz.6-10 Oz.

2/$7

Zesta
CRACKERS
$299

16 Oz.

2/$12

Betty Crocker Betty Crocker 
FRUIT FRUIT 
SNACKSSNACKS
5-8 Oz.5-8 Oz.

2/$4 $129

Bush’sBush’s
CHILI BEANS CHILI BEANS 

15-16 Oz.15-16 Oz.

2/$8

CHEETOS OR CHEETOS OR 
FRITOS FRITOS 
7-9 Oz.7-9 Oz.

Restaurant QualityRestaurant Quality
BREADED BREADED 
SHRIMPSHRIMP 2.5 Lbs. 2.5 Lbs.

Restaurant Quality Spicy BreadedRestaurant Quality Spicy Breaded
CHICKEN CHICKEN 
WINGSWINGS                                3 Lbs.                           3 Lbs. 

  $$889999

$$779999

JIF JIF 
PEANUT PEANUT 
BUTTERBUTTER
40 Oz. 40 Oz. 

Blue Bell Blue Bell 
ICE CREAMICE CREAM

PintsPints

Blue Bell
SHERBET
$349

Quart2/$5

Tortiyah OrTortiyah Or
On the BorderOn the Border

TORTILLA TORTILLA 
CHIPSCHIPS  8-12 Oz.8-12 Oz.

Kellogg’s Kellogg’s CEREAL: CEREAL: 
SPECIAL K, CORN SPECIAL K, CORN 

FLAKES, RAISIN BRAN FLAKES, RAISIN BRAN 
OR CORN POPS OR CORN POPS Family SizeFamily SizeBlackburn’s

JELLY 
$349

32 Oz. 

$549

$499

CHIPS AHOY CHIPS AHOY CookiesCookies, , 
NILLA WAFERS OR NILLA WAFERS OR 
HONEY MAID GRAHAMSHONEY MAID GRAHAMS
Family SizeFamily Size

2/$6

SmuckersSmuckers
UNCRUSTABLESUNCRUSTABLES
4 Ct. ..............................4 Ct. ..............................

$$224949

Dunkin 
CREAMER
32 Oz. ...............................

$$449999

Daisy 
SOUR CREAM 
8 Oz. ............................

$$114949

Borden Shreds, 
Slices Or Chunks 
CHEESE 8 Oz. ..........

Pillsbury Pillsbury 
Baby Grands!Baby Grands!  
BISCUITS BISCUITS 5 Ct.5 Ct.22//$$33

$$334949

ZeiglerZeigler
REDRED
WIENERS WIENERS 12 Oz.12 Oz.

ZeiglerZeigler
CHILI CONCHILI CON
CARNE CARNE 16 Oz.16 Oz.

22//$$55
$$449999

Corona, Corona Light Or 
Modelo BEER 12 Pk. Cans Or Btls. 

$1649

Budweiser Or Bud Light
BEER 12 Pk. Cans Or Btls. 

$1399

BEER & WINEBEER & WINE

Lay’s
VARIETY 
PACKS
$899
18 Ct.
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256-284-7706 • www.hamiltonfamilyurgentcare.com

OPEN 7 DAYS :
Mon. - Fri. 8am-8pm;

Sat. 8am-8pm; Sun. 2pm-6pm

Accepting New Patients

Convenient Online Registration • Most Insurance Accepted Including Medicare and Medicaid

Thanks for voting us #1 Urgent Care Walk-In-Facility!

RE
AD

ERS
’CHOICE

Tim
es
Da

ily

2024

Covid Testing • Televisits Available •We See Kids! • On Site X-Ray

66
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MUSCLE SHOALSMUSCLE SHOALS
108 Avalon Ave.108 Avalon Ave.

Welcoming Beth Raper, CRNP
to our New Primary Care
Service in Muscle Shoals.
Call for an appointment.
Our Other Locations:
FLORENCE • 3515 Cloverdale Rd.
KILLEN • 343 Hwy. 72
MOULTON • 12490 AL-157

414 County Road 28, Florence
Jacksonburg Church of Christ

In Matthew 11:28-29 Jesus says,  “Come to Me, all you who labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon 
you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls.”

At Jacksonburg Church of Christ, we are a family of God who loves the 
Lord and one another. We welcome visitors who need the Lord and a 
family who will love them. 

If you are broken-hearted and weary, come and with the Lord’s 
help, together we will help you find peace! We hope to see you 
Sunday for worship or Wednesday evening for Bible study.

Do the affairs of today’s world worry you? 
Do you have anxiety as a result? Are you concerned about your soul?

• Bible Study 9am
• Morning Worship 9:45am

• Afternoon Service 1:30pm
• Wednesday Bible Study 7pm

659 South Poplar Street, Florence
(Conveniently Located in Downtown Florence Off  Veterans Drive)

256-718-0901 • Mon.-Fri. 10am-4pm, Sat. 10am-2pm
www.facebook.com/SVDPFlorence

Help Us, Help Others  

St. Vincent de Paul 
THRIFT STORE 
Serving Families of the Shoals

1/2 OFF

67
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ALL KIDS 
TOYS & 
LINENS

256-767-3519

• Topping
• Trimming
• Removal

• Lots Cleared
• Stumps Removed
• 55’ Bucket Truck

Doug Minton

28 Years

Cell 256-710-8787

  Credit Cards
Accepted

Free 
Estimates

All-Green Tree Service
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED
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ESTATE SALE 
 

1055 Turtlecove Rd 
Killen 35645 

 
Saturday, Dec 6th 9:00-3:00 
Numbers given out at 8:30 
Sunday, Dec 7th 1:00-3:00 

 
1800s Tester Bed, cherry chest, 
portrait oil painting, epergne, art 

nouveau compote, cast iron, 
antique wool rugs, wrought iron 

furniture, Civil War era pier 
mirror, antique brass floor lamp, 

sterling bowls, pie safe. 
*Bring help to load 
your purchases* 

 
Cypress Creek 

Antiques and 
Estate Sales 
(256) 275-0273 

View Pictures at 
estatesales.net

1970 CHEVROLET PROJECT
TRUCK (LWB) No engine or trans-
mission. Some work already done.
Mag wheels, seat has been re-
done. Some more work to be done.
$1695 Please call 256-577-1632
No text. 

WE PAY TOP PRICES 
for Junk Cars, Tractors and 
Equipment, with or without 
titles, 256-577-7911. 

MANSELL ROOFING, Discounts
to Veterans and Seniors. All Work
Guaranteed. Free Estimates, 256-
383-3218

Pharaoh and ruled 
Egypt with unparalleled 
prosperity. Boudicca 
led a massive rebellion 
against the Roman 
Empire. Tomoe Gozen 
was a legendary samurai 
warrior, respected for her 
skill and ferocity long 
before any man dared to 
diminish her glory.

Letters...

Continued from Page 8

Women are 
Allowed?
EXCUSE ME?

Artemisia I of Caria, 
the brilliant naval 
commander who fought 
for Xerxes at Salamis, had 
strategic advice so valued 
by the Persian king that he 
reportedly said, “My men 
have become women, and 
my women, men.”

Yet somehow, today, in 
a time where we pretend 
to be “progressive,” the 
phrase “women are 
allowed” still gets thrown 
around in places like a 
consolation prize. Allowed 
to work. Allowed to 
inherit. Allowed to drive. 
Allowed to speak. Do you 
hear the ridiculousness? 
It’s like saying, “You’re 
allowed to eat, but only if 
we feel generous.”

The next time “allowed” 
is uttered, remember – 
women decide. They don’t 
negotiate for power. They 
take it.

Yumna Zahid Ali
Karachi, Pakistan
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The area’s exclusiveThe area’s exclusive
“Voice of the Crimson Tide”“Voice of the Crimson Tide”

You can hear all FootballYou can hear all Football
& Basketball games on& Basketball games on
93.9 THE SCORE and93.9 THE SCORE and

the 93.9the 93.9 THE SCORETHE SCORE APP!APP!
66
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Community Notes...
Continued from page 4

Shoals Christian School is having 
it’s Annual “Shoals Christian Spring 
Market” on Saturday, December 6 from 
9am-4pm at Shoals Christian School, 301 
Heathrow Dr. in Florence. Shopping, food 
trucks, Christmas music, and more. 

CaringPlace of the Shoals  will 
usher in the 2025 holiday season with 
an exciting new twist on our annual Holiday 
Tour of Homes. On Friday, December 12 
from 5–9pm. and Saturday, December 
13 from 1–6pm, tour ticketholders will 
be invited into 10 distinctive properties in 
Florence and Muscle Shoals:

For the first time in the history of 
this event, the CaringPlace Tour of 
Homes will open the doors to historically 

significant sites and some of the area’s 
most stunning contemporary homes and 
venues. 

Also new to the 2025 Tour will be 
a live online auction for seven of the 12 
Christmas trees fashioned by prominent 
Shoals area designers and florists that will 
be on display at Mapleton in Florence. 

Tickets are $50 each and can be 
purchased at Kennedy-Douglass Art 
Center, Sheffield Public Library, and First 
United Methodist Church of Florence. 
Each ticket allows ticketholders one visit 
to each tour stop during the event, and 
stops can be made on one or both days 
of the event.

Thanks to the generosity of sponsors 
and property owners, ALL proceeds from 

ticket, tree, and basket sales will go to 
CaringPlace of the Shoals, a 501(c)3 adult 
day center. 

Diamonds in the Rough Reunion 
Christmas Party Saturday, December 
13 at The Club (Florence Senior Center), 
450 Country Club Drive in Florence.

If you have traveled with The Club, 
“Diamonds in the Rough” over the past 
few years, we are having a reunion 
Pot Luck Christmas meal along with 
entertainment by The Browns.

Arrive with your food by 12:30pm. 
The food line will open at 1. Please let 
us know if you plan to come and what 
dish you will be sharing that day. Please 
contact us by Wednesday, December 
10 by emailing: Fdavis@florenceal.org 
or texting 256-767-7946 with your name 
and the dish you will be sharing.  That will 
help us properly prepare for the number 
of guests and ensure a festive successful 
event. 

Bring scrap books, pictures, and 
your memories to share. Sign-up sheets 
for 2026 trips will be available. Merry 
Christmas and happy, safe travels. “Go 
Do Something Awesome” Facebook: 
Florence Senior Center “The Club” 

For more information, contact Fran 
Davis, Recreation Specialist Supervisor 
at The Club 256-760-6642 or fdavis@
florenceal.org

Wednesday, December 12, 7p.m. 
—Tim Lowry, a nationally known 
storyteller, will perform Charles Dickens’ 
“A Christmas Carol” at the Florence-
Lauderdale Public Library. The program 
is free and open to the public. the 
Holidays concert on December 3. Ticket 
information will be released soon. Stay 
tuned for details.

See NOTES... page 16

  Best entry Wins   Best entry Wins 
aa  $$5050 Gift Card Gift Card to to  

RULES: You can only enter for yourself, not other people. Only 
one entry per person per week. Only one winner per week. 
Winners must present a photo I.D. when picking up their gift 
certificate(s). Check the box beside the appropriate picks 
for the first 11 games, then write in the exact score of the 
tie-breaker game and alternate game. Person with the most 
correct picks receives a $50 Gift Card from Lost Pizza Co. No 
change will be returned for any unused portion of the certificate. 
Gratuity is not included. In event of a tie, the tie-breaker score 
will be utilized. Otherwise, it will not be considered. Closest 
tie-breaker score wins. Total points will be next tie breaking 
procedure, and a random drawing of finalists will be used to 
determine the winner if they are still tied after the tie-breaking 
procedure.  ALTERNATE GAMES will only be used in cases 
of late postponements or forfeits, games which will then be 
excluded from consideration. Person with the winning card for 
the week, who also picks every game correctly including tie-
breaker, will also win $50 from the Courier Journal and another 
$50 Lost Pizza Co. Gift Card. Judges decision is final. Mailed 
entries must be post-marked by deadline day. Hand-delivered, 
faxed or on-line entries must be submitted by exact time of 
deadline stated above. NO EXCEPTIONS. Winner is posted 
on website each Tuesday afternoon and in the paper delayed 
by one week. Employees and family of Courier Journal and 
Game Day Scorecard sponsors are ineligible to win.  NOTE: If 
you’re faxing, first make a CLEAN COPY, then FAX THAT COPY.  
NEWSPRINT DOES NOT REPRODUCE CLEARLY ON A FAX.  WE 
ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ILLEGIBLE COPIES.

A “Perfect” Winning Card ALSO wins $50 CASH 
plus a 2nd $50 GIFT CARD to Lost Pizza Co.

 

 

Week 13 WINNER - ANTHONY MANLEY of Rogersville - Perfect Card!
Week 14 Winner online by 4pm Tuesday and in the Dec. 10 paper.

202520252025
202520252025

202520252025

St. Florian

Alabama Alabama 
Spine & PainSpine & Pain

Lyndsay Warren
256-383-7077

Alabama  vsvs

Georgia
North Dakota atat

Tarleton St.

AMER. CONF. CHAMPIONSHIP FCS (1-AA) PLAYOFFS
SEC CHAMPIONSHIP

Troy atat

James Madison
Abilene Chr. atat

Stephen F. Austin

SUN BELT CHAMPIONSHIP FCS (1-AA) PLAYOFFS

Kennesaw St. atat

Jacksonville St.

CONF. USA CHAMPIONSHIP MID-AMER. CHAMPIONSHIP

Duke atat  

Virginia
Prairie View A&M 
at at Jackson St.

ACC CHAMPIONSHIP SWAC CHAMPIONSHIP

BYU atat

Texas Tech
Ohio St. vsvs

Indiana

BIG 12 CHAMPIONSHIP BIG 10 CHAMPIONSHIP

Miami (OH) vsvs

Wstrn. Michigan

North Texas atat

Tulane

Enter online at www.courierjournal.net/gamedayEnter online at www.courierjournal.net/gameday
or Mail or deliver your entry to:or Mail or deliver your entry to:  Courier Journal Gameday ScorecardCourier Journal Gameday Scorecard

219 W. Tennessee St., Florence, AL 35630 -  219 W. Tennessee St., Florence, AL 35630 -  Fax to: 256-760-9618Fax to: 256-760-9618
Winners wWinners will be listed online Tuesday afternoon and in the ill be listed online Tuesday afternoon and in the FOLLOWINGFOLLOWING week’s Courier Journal. week’s Courier Journal.

Write Exact Score Below
TIE BREAKER

(vs: games at neutral location)

DeaDline: FriDay, DeaDline: FriDay, 
5pm 5pm Dec. 5Dec. 5

mail-inmail-in enTrieS mUST Be enTrieS mUST Be  
pOSTmarKeD By FriDay anD pOSTmarKeD By FriDay anD 

receiVeD By mOnDay!receiVeD By mOnDay!

WK 15 Saturday
Dec. 6

CHECK BOX BESIDE CHECK BOX BESIDE 
EACH WINNING TEAMEACH WINNING TEAM
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$$229898 22//$$44

KENTUCKY LEGEND KENTUCKY LEGEND 

SLICED SLICED 
BACONBACON

Food OutletFood Outlet
Hwy 200 • Central HeightsHwy 200 • Central Heights

256-349-2377256-349-2377
2503 North Wood Ave. • Florence2503 North Wood Ave. • Florence

256-766-0456256-766-0456

This Ad Good December 3-9, 2025This Ad Good December 3-9, 2025

16 OZ.16 OZ.

NABISCO SALTINE NABISCO SALTINE 
CRACKERSCRACKERS

15 OZ.15 OZ.

HORMEL CHILI HORMEL CHILI 
WITH BEANSWITH BEANS

$$444848$$999898
1 LB.1 LB.LB.LB.

$$229898

$$119898

2/2/$$33
8 OZ. 8 OZ.  FOOD CLUB  FOOD CLUB 
CREAM CHEESECREAM CHEESE

4-5 CT. 4-5 CT. PILLSBURY GRANDS PILLSBURY GRANDS 
OR CRESCENT ROLLSOR CRESCENT ROLLS

45 OZ. 45 OZ. BLUE BONNET BLUE BONNET 
MARGARINEMARGARINE

$$449898

$$332828

9898¢¢
3 LB. BAG 3 LB. BAG 

GALA APPLESGALA APPLES

LB. LB. 
FRESH TOMATOESFRESH TOMATOES

$$116868

9-10 OZ. 9-10 OZ. 
TOTIONO’S PIZZASTOTIONO’S PIZZAS

22//$$44

66
16

96
-1

The Price You See On The Shelf, Is What You Pay!The Price You See On The Shelf, Is What You Pay!

24 OZ.24 OZ.

HUNT’S PASTA HUNT’S PASTA 
SAUCESAUCE

18.5 OZ.18.5 OZ.

PROGRESSO PROGRESSO 
SOUPSSOUPS

44//$$55

6 PACK 1/2 LITERS 6 PACK 1/2 LITERS 
PEPSIPEPSI

PRODUCTSPRODUCTS 3/3/$$1122

We Welcome WIC & Food Stamp ShoppersWe Welcome WIC & Food Stamp Shoppers.  .  Quantity Rights Reserved.  None Sold To Dealers.Quantity Rights Reserved.  None Sold To Dealers.    

$$669898

5 LBS. 5 LBS. ORE-IDA CRINKLE ORE-IDA CRINKLE 
CUT POTATOESCUT POTATOES

LB.LB. LB.LB.LB.LB.

$$559898 $$119898

USDA ANGUS USDA ANGUS 

BONELESS BONELESS 
CHUCK ROASTCHUCK ROAST

USDA BONE-IN USDA BONE-IN 

CENTER CUT CENTER CUT 
PORK CHOPSPORK CHOPS

COKE PRODUCTSCOKE PRODUCTS

USDA ANGUS BONELESS USDA ANGUS BONELESS 

N.Y. STRIP N.Y. STRIP 
STEAKSSTEAKS

$$229898

9-11 OZ.9-11 OZ.TAI PEI TAI PEI 
DINNERSDINNERS

55//$$55

15 OZ.15 OZ.

LUCK’S BEANS LUCK’S BEANS 
OROR PEAS PEAS

4 LBS. 4 LBS. 
NAVEL ORANGESNAVEL ORANGES

FROZEN SPECIALSPRODUCE SPECIALSDAIRY SPECIALS

$$118888

USDA CHICKENUSDA CHICKEN

FRYER FRYER 
WINGSWINGS

LB.LB.

$$117878

USDA BONE-IN USDA BONE-IN 

MIXED PORK MIXED PORK 
CHOPSCHOPS

15-16 OZ.15-16 OZ.

BUSH’S PEAS BUSH’S PEAS 
OROR BEANS BEANS

55//$$55
16 OZ.16 OZ.

BUSH’S BUSH’S CHILI BEANSCHILI BEANS
2/2/$$33

885 Florence Blvd. • 256-648-5710
(Four Lane Shopping Center)

When looking at a prescription drug plan the first thing
that most people look at is howmuch the plan cost.There
are drug plans that cost less than $20. There are also
plans that cost more than $100. Conventional wisdom
tells us that something that cost $100 has to be better
than something that cost $20, but when talking about
Medicare prescription drug plans this isn’t necessarily
true. You have to look deeper than the premium of the
plan to see if it’s the right fit for you.
One important part of a drug plan is the deductible
phase of the plan. A deductible is the amount of money
you must pay out of your pocket before your plan
will begin to pay. For example, if your plan has a $615
deductible you may have to pay the first $615 before the
plan will pay. The good news is plans treat deductibles
differently. Some plans have deductibles on all tiers of
drugs. On some plans the deductible only pertains to tier
3, 4 or 5 drugs but not tier 1 or 2 drugs. Other plans have
no deductible at all. The way to know if your plan has a
deductible on the prescriptions you are taking is to look
at the plan’s Formulary to find your drug’s tier and the
Summary of Benefits to see if you have a deductible.
Youwill alsowant to know if the plan requires you to pay
a coinsurance on anyof your prescriptions.A coinsurance
is a percentage you will pay on your prescription. A
lot of plans have a coinsurance on tier 4 and tier 5
prescriptions. This means if you have a coinsurance of
20% on your prescription, and the prescription retails
for $500, you would pay 20% or $100. Next week we will
look at copays, formularies and provider networks.
If you have questions regarding any aspect of Medicare
or Medicare health plans feel free call us at Alabama
HealthGuidance (256-648-5710), stopbyour office at 885
Florence Blvd (Four Lane Shopping Center) or email me
at ikey@alabamahealthguidance.com. Alabama Health
Guidance is an independent insurance agency and is not
affiliated withMedicare or any other government agency.

Medicare Minute
Prescription Drug Plans 2

Ikey Fowler

67
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See DAVE... page 22

to family and friends. Most of 
the time I wouldn’t mind this, 
as long as the person really 
needed help. But often she will 
do this, and we end up short 
when it comes to taking care 
of our bills, paying off debt and 
saving. How can I approach 
her about this without causing 
more stress in our relationship?

Jacob

Dear Jacob,
Your wife’s heart is in the 

right place. And generosity 
is a very attractive quality in 
a person. Still, that doesn’t 
make what she’s doing a 
good idea right now.  

I’m going to be blunt 
with you, okay? This kind 
of behavior is financially 
irresponsible. Her 

BROKE PEOPLE CAN’T 
HELP BROKE PEOPLE

Dear Dave,
My wife and I have been 

married for less than a year, 
and we’re already having 
disagreements over money. I 
love her, and one of the reasons 
I do is because she has such a 
giving heart. The problem is 
I feel like she’s taking this too 
far. Often, she will give money 
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285 Cox Creek Parkway • 256-764-4013
Shop groganjewelers.com

62
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Community Notes...
Continued from page 14

Diamonds in the Rough/The Club 
(Florence Senior Center) Christmas 
Reunion Party on Saturday, December 13 
at the Club - for all those who joined us on 
our 2025 trips, 12:30-3pm. Potluck!

2026 Travel Schedule: 
New Orleans, March 16-20, 

$790 double occupancy $990 single 
occupancy. $75 deposit now, final 
payment due Jan. 9. 

Smokey Mountains, May 18-22, $845 
double, $1004 single, final payment due 
March 11. 

Niagara Falls/Canada, passport 
required, July 19-25, $1199 double, 
$1504 single, final payment May 12. 

Mackinac Island, August 23-29, $1195 
double, $1464 single, final payment due 

June 16. 
Maine, October 10-18, $1675 double, 

$2134 single, final payment due Aug. 3. 
Branson, December 7-11, $915 

double, $1070 single, final payment due 
Sept. 30. $75 deposit holds your space. 

Make checks payable to Diamond 
Tours (NO CASH), Sign up at The Club, 
256-760-6642, 450 Country Club Drive, 
Florence, AL 35633. 

All Saints College Ministry 
presents “A Christmas Story” at The 
Shoals Theatre, Friday, December 12, 
7pm 123 N Seminary St., Florence, 256-
764-1700

Based on the humorous writings 
of author Jean Shepherd, this beloved 

holiday movie follows the wintry exploits 
of youngster Ralphie Parker (Peter 
Billingsley), who spends most of his time 
dodging a bully (Zack Ward) and dreaming 
of his ideal Christmas gift, a “Red Ryder air 
rifle.” Frequently at odds with his cranky 
dad (Darren McGavin) but comforted by 
his doting mother (Melinda Dillon), Ralphie 
struggles to make it to Christmas Day with 
his glasses and his hopes intact.

Tickets are $5. Concessions will be 
available.

The 30th Annual Tuscumbia 
Civitan Christmas Ornaments feature 
the Tennessee Valley Museum of Art for 
the 2025 season. The ornaments are $20 
each and are available at the Tennessee 
Valley Museum of Art, Coldwater Seed & 
Supply, Helen Keller Library, Fiddledee D! 
gift shop, and at local financial institutions 
in the town. Purchases of ornaments may 
also be made using Paypal, by sending an 
email request to Tuscumbiacivitan@gmail.

com. Select previous years’ ornaments 
are also available for $15 each. 

Proceeds benefit local charities 
supported by the Civitan Club. For more 
information, call 256-710-1440, Helen 
Keller Library 256-383-7065 or Fiddledee 
D! 256-383-9797. 

LifOdette presents the movie 
“Gremlins” at the Shoals Theatre, Friday, 
December 12, 9pm, 123 N Seminary St., 
Florence

A gadget salesman is looking for a 
special gift for his son and finds one at 
a store in Chinatown. The shopkeeper is 
reluctant to sell him the `mogwai’ but sells 
it to him with the warning to never expose 
him to bright light, water, or to feed him 
after midnight. All of this happens and the 
result is a gang of gremlins that decide to 
tear up the town on Christmas Eve.

See NOTES... page 23

Drawings are judged by our staff on the basis of talent of the child’s age ability. IT MUST BE COLORED BY THE CHILD. 
Winners are not selected at random. One entry per person. One winner per family.  You may also download and print this 

entry form from our website: www.courierjournal.net

Info below must be completed to qualify.

Age

First 
Name

Last 
Name

Address

City

State

Phone
Number

3 Age Groups:  2-4 • 5-7 • 8-10

Top 3 Winners in each Age Group 
Receive:

ENTRY DEADLINE
Thur., Dec. 18 NOON

Winners will be announced in the
Courier Journal Dec. 24 issue

Mail or Bring Entries to: Courier Journal
219 W. Tennessee St., Florence, AL 35630

Holiday 
Goodies

a Large 
1 Topping 

Pizza
And

20252025
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Alabama Awnings Co., Inc.Alabama Awnings Co., Inc.
Serving Since 1986Serving Since 1986

4617 Huntsville Road • Florence
256-767-1900 • www.alabamaawning.com

Residential & CommercialResidential & Commercial

Free
Estimates!!

Get a SunroomGet a Sunroom
for Christmasfor Christmas

Beacon Baptist Church
Bill Bishop, Pastor • Rogersville • 256-247-7733
1.2 miles north from red light on Hwy. 207 on left

Sunday services at 10am and 11am and 6pm
Visitors welcome!

67
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One life is here, temporary, and the other is eternal,
and lasts forever, somewhere. Sadly today, all that a
man hath he’ll give for this “temporary shell” we’re
living in. See Job 2:4. More time and money are
spent on preserving this flesh than anything else. The
very best this flesh can do is wind up in a hole in the
ground. We are taught and programmed from youth
to learn how to make a living, but not how to live
or die. Only getting saved and learning the bible can
teach a person how to live and prepare for eternity,

then die. Folks are taught from youth to love the things
of the world and get all you can and can all you get. Most
ignore graveyards and laugh and joke about them when
we pass by. But soon our day arrives and we pay them a
permanent visit! We see funerals almost every week, but we
hardly mindset ourselves in that position that “it’s me being
buried.” Physical death is simply passing from one world
to another, and it’s forever. Two different worlds lie ahead
of everyone. A good place called heaven for the saved and
a place of torment called hell for the unsaved. After death,
it’s too late for reruns.
From the conduct and past records of average lifestyles

seen today, I estimate that at least 90%+ of the world’s
population will enter eternity unprepared. What your life
is wrapped up in is a good indication where your headed
and where your money goes, goes your heart. Christ said:
Matthew 7:14 “Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the
way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.”
John 14:6 “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth,
and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”
Hebrews 7:25 “Wherefore he (CHRIST) is able also to
save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him,
seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.” See
1Peter 3:18, and ask Christ to forgive you and bring you to
God today. Your speech, morals and mindsets dictate your
future. Consider who you’re taking with you.

Two Different LivesTwo Different Lives

Please send the questions to:
“Ask the Attorney,”
P. O. Box 38, Florence, Alabama 35631
or visit our website at: www.mhatty.com

facebook: McCutcheon and Hamner, P.C.
We will not print your full name in the article. We will not be

able to return any written or preprinted items which are submitted.

Last week I settled a case that
had taken place in a county well
south of here. The plaintiff (my
client) had been rearended hard
enough to explode the airbags in
the car that hit him from behind.
That driver’s grandson helpfully
told everyone at the scene that “his
grandmomma was going to have
eye surgery the next day.”

My client saw this case as a slam dunk winner.
The grandmother claimed that traffic had stopped
suddenly and my client had slammed on his brakes
causing the accident. That never registered on my
client and I know that because of what happened at
the mediation before trial.

I’m sitting in the room with my client when he
asks if I want to see the video. I said, “what video?”
that’s when he tells me he had a dash cam. I very
much wanted to see the video.

The video showed it exactly as he had described.
Traffic slowed, he stopped, and after he stopped, a
solid three seconds later, grandmother slams into
him. When I got back to the office, I told Joel and he
said, “they just don’t get it, do they?”

I can not emphasize enough that just because
a person was there and has their version of what
happened (which to them seems like a fact), doesn’t
mean that version is going to be believed. This case
was set for trial in December. It would have been a
three-day trial where the grandmother would have
said that my client caused the accident by stopping
suddenly and there very well may have been a couple
of the people on the jury who could see it her way.
That doesn’t mean my client loses necessarily, but
it sure could bring the amount of damages down.
My client had some preexisting issues and those are
more difficult to value when there is controversy
about who caused the accident, and it carries over
into other parts of the jury deliberations.

All evidence is important. If you have it, keep
it, and let your lawyer know about it. Do not post
anything on the internet about your accident.
Almost anything is going to be taken wrong.
Buckle up, drive safely, and as always, your

referrals are appreciated! 256-764-0112

Thomas
McCutcheon
Ask the Attorney
is sponsored by
local attorneys,
McCutcheon &
Hamner, PC, as a
service to the residents
of NW Alabama.

66
16

75
-1

Witnesses,
Facts, and

Cases

FUSE BOX OR         
ELECTRICAL          
PROBLEMS?  

Call American Electric  
 In Florence, AL. 

We have over 30 years       
experience, with friendly,     

dependable and affordable 
service. Locally and Veteran 

Owned, 256-760-1152

MANSELL ROOFING, Discounts
to Veterans and Seniors. All Work
Guaranteed. Free Estimates, 256-
383-3218

Registered Mini-Schnauzer 
Puppies 

Tails docked, 1st shots $900 
256-974-3171

CHEVROLET: PICKUP 1987.
SHORT bed, 350 engine and
700R4 transmission. Runs good.
$6500 call or text 256-856-2545

MANSELL ROOFING, Discounts
to Veterans and Seniors. All Work
Guaranteed. Free Estimates, 256-
383-3218

Carter House Moving 
Specializing in rigging, lifting and
moving structures, floor leveling,
and replacing damaged floor
components. Call or text:
256-275-1570, 256-633-2722 

FIREWOOD OAK-HICKORY 
Seasoned, $150 load, delivered   
256-412-4840 or 256-602-7510 
Tuscumbia, Also two 18 ton 

Feed Bins For Sale

ROOFING - LEAKS REPAIRED, 
Chimneys Flashed, Valley Repair. 
All Work Guaranteed. Free esti-
mates, 256-383-3218

WATCH & CLOCK      
REPAIR               

Including Grandfather Clocks 
256-572-2679 Killen, AL

Oakley’s Painting         
& Remodeling  

• Carpentry  • New Construction 
Residential & Commercial       

Licensed & Insured  
No Job Too Big or Too Small  

Best Prices in Town!  
256-627-0448 or 256-415-8192

******************** 
R.D.T. CONSTRUCTION & 
HANDYMAN SERVICES 
“We Show up and Get the  

Job DONE!” 
PRESSURE WASHING 

Decks, fences, windows, doors, 
gutter clean-out, etc. All home 
repair and small construction... 
“No Job Too Small!”  Veteran 

owned. Call Brandon for         
estimate at 256-762-0499
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• Pick-Up & Delivery • 24-hour Rain Guarantee • Satisfaction Guaranteed
www.melvinsonthespot.com

Gift
Certificates
Available

Gift
Certificates
Available

CLIP THIS
COUPON!

C
L
IP

T
H
IS

C
O
U
P
O
N
!

w/coupon only. Wednesday only.
*Limited Pickup & Delivery Area. Expires Tuesday, 12/9/2025

256-767-3366 OR

256-335-8885 (Cell)

C
L
IP

T
H
IS

C
O
U
P
O
N
!
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60% OFF STOREWIDE
Monday-Saturday, 10a-6p

Save 60% OFF in store and 30% OFF online.

HRISTMA
AT

411 S Montgomery Avenue

CH AS

67
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1055 Turtle Cove Rd., Killen

* BRING HELP TO LOAD YOUR 
PURCHASES * 

1800’s Tester Bed • Cherry Chest  
• Portrait Oil Painting • Epergne • Art 
Nouveau Compote • Cast Iron • Antique 
Wool Rugs • Wrought Iron Furniture 
• Civil War Era Pier Mirror • Antique 
Brass Floor Lamp • Sterling Bowls  
• Pie Safe

Cypress Creek Antiques
& Estate Sales 
256-275-0273

Pictures at estatesales.net

ESTATE SALE
   Saturday, Dec. 6 • 9am-3pm

Numbers given out at 8:30am Saturday          
   Sunday, Dec. 7 • 1pm-3pm

63
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and that eliminates the 
need to deposit, withdraw, 
and protect physical 
money.

However, a cashless 
society would not be 
favorable for everyone.  

A cashless society would 
be heavily discriminatory 
against the less affluent in 
society. People with low 
income or debt tend to 
find cash easier to manage. 

According to a recent 
FDIC survey, just over 
25% of all Americans 
would currently be 
unable to participate in a 
cashless system, because 
they either use no banks 
(6.5% - don’t have the 
necessary accounts) or 
are underbanked (18.7% 
-  may have a checking or 
savings account but they 
also tend to use financial 
products and services 
outside the banking 
system.)

Many senior citizens are 
less comfortable with tech, 
less able to switch from 
physical currency, and 
more trusting/susceptible 
to scams.  

People in rural areas 

could also be vulnerable 
because of poor internet 
connectivity. 

In addition, in a cashless 
society, your child can’t 
weed the neighbor’s 
flower bed to earn a little 
summer cash. There will 
be no more piggy banks 
for your child to collect 
pocket money, to learn the 
value of earning, saving, 
and giving. We can’t save 
an extra $10-$20 per 
week in cash and change 
for a rainy day or splurge 
fund. We can’t have little 
side gigs to help cover 
emergency expenses or 
to simply put food on the 
table.

Public charity 
collections like the 
Salvation Army Red Kettle 
Drive will be no more. No 
more cash gifts or loans 
to relatives or loved ones. 
No more side bets on the 
game or office pools. 

Forget about cash being 
“dirty” or carrying Covid. 
All your debit, credit, 
gift, and business cards… 
and your keys can and do 
harbor the same germs.  

The first dollar bill 
was printed back in Abe 
Lincoln’s day, and cash 
has been plentifully in 
circulation since the 1870s. 
It is legal U.S. tender that 
gives you control over how 
you trade with society. 
Cash helps provide our 
independence.  It is our 
right to pay with cash. If 
you want to use a card, it 
should be your choice, not 
mandatory. 

In a cashless society, a 
bank or other financial 
entity will have full control 
and details of every dollar 
you own, every penny you 
spend, every store you visit, 
and every transaction you 
make and when you make 
it.  All your movements 
and actions are traceable. 

A Cashless Society Squashes Freedom
Continued from Page 8

Commentary

And that means 
the government will 
have access to all that 
information if they decide 
they want it.  Access to your 
money can be suspended 
or blocked instantly for 
any number of reasons, 
legitimate or not, bank 
mistake or not, political 
or not. And don’t think 
it can’t happen. If you are 
not familiar with "Arctic 
Frost,” Google it and read 
information from sources 
other than Wikipedia. 

In recent years, UNA 
made their home football 
games a cashless venue. 
Purchases may be easier to 
track for them, and going 
cashless may eliminate 
theft at concessions, 
but that doesn’t make it 
convenient for the patron.

We would be wise 
to keep cash on hand, 
especially for the little 
things.  It makes little 
sense to pay for a candy 
bar or a 69¢ senior coffee 
with a card. The consumer 
doesn’t need to keep track 
of small purchases like that 
on bank statements, and 
the merchant doesn’t need 
the unnecessary service 
charge deduction. That 
will only serve to increase 
prices to the consumer.

Although cashless 
may help to reduce theft 
and fraud, data and 
cybersecurity issues are 
an ever-increasing worry. 
And those concerns are 
justifiable. 

The threat of cyber 
criminals is very real, and 
system vulnerabilities 
are rampant. Hackers are 
constantly finding new 
ways of maneuvering 
through established 
security systems. We hear 
about data breaches and 
identity theft regularly. 
And all of that is associated 
with the push to increase 

our online presence.
In addition, when you 

pay digitally, you leave 
a digital footprint that 
financial institutions 
retain. Who will be 
harvesting that data to 
track spending habits and 
force-feed us information?      

Many people also feel 
that cashless spending is 
more difficult to control. 
It’s way too easy to put $50 
against a card with one 
scan. You hardly blink. 
Handing over a 10 and 
two 20s makes it real, and 
more emotionally and 
cognitively impactful. We 
will think more about the 
value of that purchase. 

Most credit card and 
mobile payments also 
attract a 3% processing 
charge for businesses, 
often cutting into small 
profit margins.  However, 
independent shops and 
small outlets now pass 
those on to the customer 
immediately at checkout.  
That’s another ding for 
the card user, all so the 
card merchant can chisel 
another couple of dollars 
for their “service.”

Cash is a trusted, instant, 
convenient, reliable, and 
essentially secure way 
to purchase many items, 
and it still makes sense 
when it comes to everyday 
spending and budgeting.   

Using cash matters to 
people on lower incomes, 
older age groups, and 
those who prefer doing 
business face to face with 
physical interaction.

DIAL- 2-1-1
TEXT- your zip code to 898-211
CHAT- 211connectsAlabama.org 
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For more than 30 years, families across the Shoals have turned to Medical 
Associates for compassionate, comprehensive care.

Our experienced physicians are now welcoming new patients at all locations —
so you can count on the same trusted team for your family’s next chapter!

“Below is a State Farm® Simple Insights® article about “What drivers should be ready
to do if they are pulled over” is provided by State Farm agent Rebecca Stutts Hovater.

501 S Montgomery Ave, Suite C
Sheffield

56-383-1250 RececcaHovater.com
email: Rebecca@RebeccaHovater.comAL Lic-428119

State Farm® Insurance Agent
Rebecca Stutts Hovater

25
emAL Li 428119

Insurance Insights

What drivers should be ready
to do if they are pulled over

67
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Written by State Farm® Editorial Team

It’s likely to happen, so advise your children what to do
when pulled over by police.

Nobody wants to get pulled over. Getting pulled over can
be stressful and scary for drivers. If new to this situation,
consider following these steps when you see flashing lights
in your rearview mirror:

Slowly pull over. Use your turn signal and proceed to a
safe location along the right side of the road. If the location
seems dangerous, continue driving until you find a safe,
well-lit place to stop, but turn on your hazard lights to
indicate you see the officer. As long as it’s clear that you
intend to pull over, most officers will understand.

Be wary of unmarked vehicles. If the officer is driving an
unmarked vehicle, don’t be afraid to question their validity.
You can call 911 to verify that the unmarked vehicle pulling
you over is an on-duty officer. Or, ask to see the officer’s
badge and photo ID. If the officer won’t present it, request to
call another officer. Always call 911 if the situation appears
to be threatening or unsafe.

Follow the officer’s instructions. Roll down the window
and place both hands on the wheel. Do exactly what
the officer asks, including providing your license and
registration once requested. Alert the officer before reaching
into the backseat, the glove compartment or into a purse or
other bag.

Stay calm. Talk to the officer in a calm manner to avoid
escalation of the situation.

Return to the road safely. Once the officer has processed
your information and written a warning or ticket, and after
they’ve said you may leave, put on your turn signal and look
for oncoming traffic. Merge slowly onto the road when it’s
safe. Always remember to buckle up – a fine for not wearing
your seat belt is one less thing you should have to worry
about.
Proof of insurance
If you get pulled over, you will most likely be asked for

your license, registration and proof of insurance. Are you
prepared to show that information quickly? Is it at your
fingertips? It’s a good idea to always be prepared. You should
always carry your vehicle’s registration card in the glove box.
As for proof of insurance, every state now accepts electronic
proof of insurance on your phone using a mobile app.
For employee drivers and CDL drivers
Be prepared to quickly provide the officer with your

commercial driver’s license (CDL), vehicle registration, bills
of lading and a driver log book.

Be sure to read more driving safety tips and learn how you
could save money on your auto insurance with State Farm®
by following the rules of the road.

 

Our team of experts, including a Board Certified Physician, specialize in the
diagnosis and treatment of leg problems. We utilize the latest technology to

get to the cause of the problem and develop a solution.

Let us help you get back to an active and healthy lifestyle!
For more information or to setup an appointment, please call 256-766-2310.

Restless Legs Varicose Veins
Cramping Aching
Swelling Spider Veins
Burning Tingling
Itching

Discoloration

Heaviness

Hair loss

Do you suffer from...

Restless Legs Varicose Veins
Cramping Aching
Swelling Spider Veins
Burning Tingling
Itching

Discoloration

Heaviness

Hair loss

Do you suffer from...

2095 Florence Blvd., Florence2095 Florence Blvd., Florence
Phone: 256-766-2310 • Fax: 256-768-9956 67
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BUYING ESTATES 
PAYING CASH 

Buying Entire Estates,  
Collections, Antiques, Tools, 

Jewelry, & Coins.  
Text or Call 256-762-0966

COLEMAN SIX - PERSON 
WEATHER MASTER TENT With
screened-in porch. Weatherproof.
Rainfly and Carry Bag  included,
$350. Call 256-762-2122

ROOFING - LEAKS REPAIRED, 
Chimneys Flashed, Valley Repair. 
All Work Guaranteed. Free esti-
mates, 256-383-3218

HONDA: PILOT, 2020  $35,000. 
Elite Package, Only 36K+ miles, 
very good condition, text or 
leave a message (256) 710-
4909

BIG JUICY’S PAINTING No job too 
big or small! Painting, gutters, pres-
sure washing. Free Estimates
938-212-4422 or 256-263-8321 

MILLER’S TREE 
SERVICE 

Tree Trimming and Removal 
Free Estimates              

Senior Discounts            
Licensed & Insured          

256-710-0548

HOME IMPROVEMENT AND
BUILDING: siding, additions,
garages, painting, decks, Free
Estimates. 256-383-3218

REPAIRS TO HOMES, APART-
MENT COMPLEXES, RENTAL
UNITS: Plumbing, electrical, water
heater etc. 256-757-5620

VETERANS               
with 50% or more service-      

related disability may qualify 
for a $6,800 grant for a walk-

in shower.  Call Patrick today! 
256-627-8007

PROBLEM PLUMBING & SEWER
256-247-8319 Here for all of your
plumbing needs. Rod and water
drain replacement. Call 256-247-
8319

NARMORE PAINTING  
256-702-8024 

Professionally painted homes and 
stained cabinets. Trim Carpentry. 

Military and Senior Discounts 
narmorepainting.com

RETIRED MECHANIC WITH
50 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
Doing minor auto repairs, brakes,
AC, computer scanning diagnos-
tics, and more 256-810-2337 if no
answer please leave message.

HANDYMAN WORK 
Home repair, plumbing, 

painting, door installs, etc.    
786-291-3565 (Shoals area)
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3641 Cloverdale Rd. • Florence

256-767-3705

www.Advancebhph.com 67
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LOWEST NO HASSLE PAYMENTS: WEEKLY • BI-WEEKLY • MONTHLY
In-House Financing Based on Debt to Income Ratio not Credit Score

BUY HEREBUY HERE
PAY HERE CARSPAY HERE CARS

HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 8am-5:30pm; Fri.8am-5pm; Sat. 8am-Noon. After Hours by Appt.HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 8am-5:30pm; Fri.8am-5pm; Sat. 8am-Noon. After Hours by Appt.

2018 Ford2018 Ford
ExplorerExplorer

2018 Ford2018 Ford
EdgeEdge

$$1121123434/weekly*/weekly*$$1311311919/weekly*/weekly* $$1171171010/weekly*/weekly*

MECHANIC ON DUTYMECHANIC ON DUTY
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: Monday-FridayMonday-Friday

UU

R
E

R
E

*W.A.C.

20122012
Cadillac SRXCadillac SRX
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SHOALS DISCOUNT MATTRESSES
NAME BRAND MATTRESSES FOR LESS

705 Avalon Ave, Muscle Shoals
256-383-6611

Mon-Fri 10am-5:30pm Sat 10am-4pm
Like Us on Facebook @
www.Facebook.com/

Shoals Discount Mattress

Delivery and set up available.
Locally owned and operated for 12 years!

Serta, Sealy, Beautyrest, Ashley, and MLily Mattresses 50% OFFMSRP

Name brand
mattresses

starting at only
$99.99!

Shoals Primary Care
Ford City Clinic

Welcomes

Monday-Thursday 8am - 5pm
MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED • MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

Walk-ins are Welcome

Welcoming New Patients!

Zeke Nichols,
MD

14490 County Line Rd.,
Suite A • Muscle Shoals

256-661-2138
shoalsprimarycarellc.com

ONSITE LABWORK • COVID TESTS
Medical/Sports Physicals • Wellness Exams • Tele-Medicine

Pharmacy On-Site

66
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No representation is made about the quality of the podiatric services to be performed
or the expertise of the podiatrist performing such services.

Don’t Wait, Call

256-760-8485
2577 Mall Road
Suite A • Florence

Are you a

diabetic?
Do you have
a sore
on your foot?

What we offer:
• Advanced wound care
• Amputation prevention
• Personalized treatment
plans

A foot ulcer is an open sore on the
foot that can be difficult to heal.

QUALITY FOUNDATION
And All Types of Home Improvement

Home Owned & Operated in the Shoals by Wayne Lawhorn

Let Us Add Stability to Your Flooring

FREE
Estimate

Solid Steel Jacks

AFTER37 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

256-767-5258
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GUTTER WORKS, Seamless
gutters, gutter guards, clean out
and more! Free estimates. Guaran-
teed work. Best prices in town!  
Call 256-394-3497. 

WE BUY JUNK CARS, Trucks or
Vans with or without titles, Call Joel
256-303-7609

JR. LAWSON TREE SERVICE, 
tree trimming, stump grinding,
removal. Licensed & Bonded, Free 
estimates, 256-856-7028

CHOICE REMODELING Northern
Alabama’s #1 Choice in Total home 
remodels. Additions, baths, kitchen,
floors, tile and more. Free esti-
mates. Licensed and Insured. (256)
856-0702

SKID STEER WORK, Mini-X Work, 
Dirt Work, Mulching, Clean-up
Work, Excavating, Water line instal-
lation. No job too big or too small.
Licensed & insured. Owner/Opera-
tor Vince Lewis 256-710-7085

WANTED DEAD OR ALIVE!          
Junk batteries, $5 each. Ranger 
Battery Co. 426 Royal Avenue. 
256-766-0473

FORD: TAURUS 2002 $2,900 
Light gray, 121k miles, VGC. Runs
like new, 2-tone gray leather inte-
rior. Everything works. Leave voice-
mail or text 931-242-2631 Larry
Lexington Area

HOME IMPROVEMENT AND
BUILDING: siding, additions,
garages, painting, decks, Free
Estimates. 256-383-3218

CHEVROLET: CORVETTE 2007 1 
owner, garage kept, mint condition, 
red, black leather interior, two tops. 
14,000 miles. $35,000 firm. 256-
412-5792

MANSELL ROOFING, Discounts
to Veterans and Seniors. All Work
Guaranteed. Free Estimates, 256-
383-3218

HOME IMPROVEMENT AND
BUILDING: siding, additions,
garages, painting, decks, Free
Estimates. 256-383-3218

MANSELL ROOFING, Discounts
to Veterans and Seniors. All Work
Guaranteed. Free Estimates, 256-
383-3218

Continued from Page 8

Paws...
which is on Friday and 
Saturday, December 5–6. 
Hours are 10am-6pm at 
the First United Methodist 
Church Fellowship Hall 
(basement) in Florence, 415 
N. Seminary Street. (Enter 
through the alley from 
Tuscaloosa Street between 
the Church and PNC Bank.) 

You’ll find unusual gifts for 
family and friends suitable 
for all ages, and everything 
is reasonably priced! There 
are handcrafted items, 
Household Gifts, Christmas 
Décor as well as stocking 
stuffers.

All proceeds benefit 
Chloe’s Fund emergency 
medical care for Florence-
Lauderdale Animal 
Services. 

Chloe’s Fund was started 
in March of 2017 after 
shelter volunteers, Glen and 
Debby Nelson lost Chloe, 
their beloved 16-year-old 
dog. After Chloe’s passing, 
the Nelsons and their friends 
set out on a mission to help 
as many sick and injured 
F l o r e n c e - L a u d e r d a l e 
Animal Services’ animals as 
possible. Since its inception, 
Chloe’s Fund vetted and 
saved the lives of more than 
600 animals suffering from 
various illnesses and in 
need of medical attention 
before being rehomed to 
loving families.
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• End Urinary• End Urinary
IncontinenceIncontinence

• Increase Penile• Increase Penile
RigidityRigidity

• Increase Control• Increase Control
ErectionErection

• Increase Staying• Increase Staying
PowerPower

• Restore Confidence• Restore Confidence
• Reduce Stress• Reduce Stress
& Anxiety& Anxiety

• Treat• Treat
IncontinenceIncontinence

• Improve• Improve
SexualSexual
WellnessWellness

• Non-Invasive• Non-Invasive

• Stay Fully• Stay Fully
ClothedClothed

Some Of The BenefitsSome Of The Benefits
For Women:For Women: $500

For a Limited Time!

Emsella® Chair

Some Of The BenefitsSome Of The Benefits
For Men:For Men:

Clothed

HELPING HANDS 256.712.5028 | 426 West College St. | Florence
Across from Infants & Children’s

ONLINEONLINE
AUCTIONAUCTION

12+/- Ac. • Home • Car/Tractors12+/- Ac. • Home • Car/Tractors
1037 Lexington Hwy., Loretto, TN1037 Lexington Hwy., Loretto, TN

December 2 - December 100December 2 - December 100

HENRY J. KING, BROKER (AL #5403  •  TN #6919)   •  PAUL L. KING, III (AL #5354 - TN #7184)

Real Estate: This 3BR/2BA brick home with basement was built circa 1972 
and sits on 12.7 ± acres. The property fronts 1,152ft ± along Lexington 
Highway (TN 227) and is predominantly pastureland.  The property will be 
offered in 2 tracts and again as 1 unit.  
Personal Property: 2006 Nissan Sentra (93K miles), Tractors (not running): 
John Deere 1010 (2,419 hrs), Massey Ferguson 135 (1,031 hrs), 5030 
Allis-Chalmers (880 hrs), 3-pt hitch rotary cutters, disc, cultivator, Snapper 
riding mowers, car dolly, 8ft bumper trailer, Honda XL185S motorcycle (not 
running), various tools, and household items.
Seller: Patsy Sue Mattox Estate

Open House: Dec 7th, 1-3PM
Pick Up: Sat, Dec 13 9-2PM

Terms: Real Estate – 10% down payment with balance due within 45 days.  Personal 
Property - Cash or good check day of item pickup. Seller reserves the right to accept or 
reject any and all bids. Real Estate and Personal Property will be sold “AS-IS” without 
warranties of any kind.  

December 2 - December 11

ONLINE
AUCTION

12+/- Ac. • Home • Car/Tactors
1037 Lexington Hwy., Loretto, TN

67
22

81
-1

GRESHAM HILLS
APARTMENTS

200 Gresham Hills Court, Florence
Off Cox Creek Pkwy.

Seniors 62 & Older • 1 Bedroom
Rent based on income
256-767-2256
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Hosted By: EXIT River City Realty AgentsHosted By: EXIT River City Realty Agents

Sunday, Dec. 7 • 2-4 pm
55 Co Rd 55, Rogersville

Celebrate The Season & Find Your Dream Home!

256-206-5205 • modlifehomes.com
55 County Rd 55, Rogersville

EXIT REALTY SHOALS

1402 Avalon Ave.
Tuscumbia, AL 35674

256.248.4320

Contact: Cindy Moss
REALTOR 256-366-0466

cindy.moss929@gmail.com

Join us for this CHRISTMAS-THEMED OPEN HOUSE featuring 
Champion Homes. Festive treats, drawings for prizes & stuffed stockings. 
Explore stunning single-wide and double-wide homes! Learn about Land/
Home Packages. No Land? Don’t worry, we can help 
find the perfect spot for you!

FLORENDALE 
APARTMENTS  

TAKING APPLICATIONS  
1 bdrm. - $400;  
2 bdrm. - $450;  
3 bdrm. - $500 

Water Included, $25        
application fee per adult,    

for background check       
Call 256-766-1823 

MONTREAT     
APARTMENTS 
 1850 Darby Dr.,    

Florence, AL  
 

Accepting  
Applications 

 
 

1st Month’s        
►Rent FREE!◄ 

 
Seniors 62 and over or 

mobility impaired 
 

One Bedroom,           
Rent Based on Income 

256-767-2211 
 

FLORENCE TOWNHOUSE 
FOR RENT: 2 bdrm., 2 ba., 
$700 month + deposit, Call
256-764-3986 

PAYING TOP 
DOLLAR           

For small tracks of land 
to lease for bow hunting 

only. Will purchase  
insurance and have 

equipment to improve 
property, if needed.  

Mature Veteran, local 
business owner.  

Killen, St. Florian,         
Center Star areas         

preferred.  
256-710-2856

www.rosiesmexicancantina.com

in Downtown Florence

One entry per person. Winners will be announced each week in our paper and on our website. Winners 
can pick up their Gift Certificate at the Courier Journal office beginning Wednesdays after Noon.

ENTER atENTER at  www.courierjournal.netwww.courierjournal.net

Mystery  Mystery  
        Photo        Photo    WIN    WIN

LUNCHLUNCH  
FOR 2FOR 2

atat
WEEK of Dec. 3WEEK of Dec. 3

Week of Nov. 19 winner is
Jeff Smith of Florence who correctly guessed  

“Umi Japanese Steakhouse on Florence Blvd.”

CAN YOU FIND THE 
DIFFERENCES in the two 
drawings?  Look for Hocus 
Focus each week, only in your 
Courier Journal. 

Advertise Your Business With Us
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256-290-1897
callmpe.com

AL#22283

Give Thanks for a

Comfortable Home

6 290 89
Call Today!

66
12
14
-1

63
32

49
-1

REMODELING CONSTRUCTION 
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE Insured. 
Bathroom remodel, Deck, Fences, 
etc. 256-762-4357

CHIMNEY NEED ATTENTION? 
Is it time to clean? Smells, Water,
Animals? Dryer vent cleaning.
Black Hearth Chimney Sweeps
256-710-0292

JR. LAWSON TREE SERVICE, 
tree trimming, stump grinding,
removal. Licensed & Bonded, Free 
estimates, 256-856-7028

THERE ARE 5 EASY WAYS TO  
place your CLASSIFIED AD.  By mail, 
fax, phone, on-line and in person. 

PLAY THE GAME DAY SCORE 
CARD Contest every week during 
the football season.  Win a $50 gift 
card from Lost Pizza Co. for the 
best card and another $50 gift card, 
plus $50 cash if it is a perfect card.  
Only in the Courier Journal and at 
CourierJournal.net.

Your Best 
Advertising 

Value! 

Dave...
Continued from page 15

intentions are admirable, 
but she’s going overboard. 
If it’s causing stress in your 
marriage, and you two 
are having trouble taking 
care of your own financial 
obligations, you have 
every right to be frustrated. 

I want you to really hear 
this: Broke people can’t 
help broke people. By this, 
I mean only the strong can 
help the weak. Right now, 
you two should be working 
together—as a team—to 
get your own financial 
house in order. And by 
that, I mean working hard 
to become debt-free, then 
saving up a fully loaded 
emergency fund. Once 
that’s done, you should 
start setting something 
aside for retirement. Then, 
and only then, once all 
that has been taken care 
of, and you have a friend 
or family member who’s 
truly in financial need, 
you can give whatever 
you both agree is a proper, 
affordable amount.

Look, I’m a big giver 
at my business and in 
my personal life. But you 
two need to take care of 
yourselves right now. Sit 
down with your wife, and 
gently explain this to her. 
She’s a good lady, Jacob. 
Praise her for her giving 
heart. But at the same 
time, show her what’s 
happening with your own 
finances and how you’ll 
be better able to help the 
people around you once 
you pay off your debt, and 
start saving money.

God bless you both.
— Dave

Dave Ramsey is a nine-time 
national bestselling author, 
personal finance expert and 
host of “The Ramsey Show.” 
He has appeared on “Good 
Morning America,” “CBS 
This Morning,” “Today,” Fox 
News, CNN, Fox Business 
and many more. Since 1992, 
Dave has helped people take 
control of their money, build 
wealth and enhance their 
lives. He also serves as CEO 
for Ramsey Solutions.
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Notes...
Continued from page 16

Nowhere - To - Run Wrestling 
Fundraiser for the Sheffield Bulldog 
Football Team, Saturday, December 13 at 
Sheffield Recreation Center, 2800 E. 19th 
Ave, in Sheffield - across from the school. 
Doors open at 6pm, Bell time 7pm.  Floor 
Seats $20 - Bleachers $10. 

Mary Linville: Retrospective - at 
the Kennedy-Douglass Center for the 
Arts. This Memorial Exhibition, continuing 
through January 5 features the paintings 
and drawings of the late Mary Linville who 
produced a wide variety of work, including 

florals, local historic places, abstracts and 
landscapes. Although she was mainly 
a watercolorist, she also worked in oils, 
acrylic, mixed media and pastels.

The Kennedy-Douglass Center for the 
Arts is located at 217 E. Tuscaloosa St. 
in Florence and is open to the public 
Monday–Friday from 9am-4pm and on 
Sundays from 1-4pm. Admission is free. 
Call 256-760-6379.

Bank Independent Mortgage 
Lending presents “The Muppet 
Christmas Carol” movie  at The Shoals 
Theatre, Sunday, December 14, 2pm

The Muppets perform the classic 
Dickens holiday tale, with Kermit the Frog 
playing Bob Cratchit, the put-upon clerk of 
stingy Ebenezer Scrooge (Michael Caine). 
Other Muppets -- Miss Piggy, Gonzo, 

Fozzie Bear and Sam the Eagle -- weave in 
and out of the story, while Scrooge receives 
visits from spirits of three Christmases -- 
past, present and future. They show him 
the error of his self-serving ways, but the 
miserable old man seems to be past any 
hope of redemption and happiness.Tickets 
are $5. Concessions will be available.

Colbert County Tourism and the 
Alabama Music Hall of Fame are excited to 
welcome Mark Narmore, Bobby Tomberlin, 
and Tess Frizzell back to the stage for one of 
our community’s favorite holiday traditions, 
the Shoals Holiday Concert on Tuesday, 
December 16. Doors at the HOF open at 
6pm and music begins at 6:30. Tickets are 
$15 and are available at the Alabama Music 
Hall of Fame, Colbert County Tourism, or call 
the HOF at 256–381-4417.

4695 Co. Rd. 47,
St. Florian • 256-764-0245

Come Visit Us For More Great In-Store Specials!Come Visit Us For More Great In-Store Specials!

Jennie-O
Turkey

8989¢¢
LB.

Butterball
Turkeys

$$119999
LB.

Tennessee Pride
Sausage Balls

$$449999
BAGBAG

1.5 LBS.1.5 LBS. 1 LB.1 LB.

Wright Sliced
Bacon

$$779999$$334949

Tennessee Pride
Sausage

Hot, Mild Or Sage

1 LB.1 LB.

$$116969

Boston Butts

Where We Don’t Leave You Holding The Bag

Still Home Owned & Home OperatedStill Home Owned & Home Operated

Ad Good Dec. 3-9, 2025Ad Good Dec. 3-9, 2025
W

Still ome OwStill Home Ow

Big StarBig Star
SupermarketSupermarket

Quantity Rights Reserved. None Sold To Dealers. We Welcome WIC & Food Stamp Shoppers

$$229999

Cook’s Whole
Hams

LB.LB.

Cook’s Spiral
Hams

$$445959
LB.LB.

Cook’s Hams
Shank Or Butt Portion

LB.LB.
$$119898

Fresh Frozen
Hens

$$114949
LB.LB.

Jennie-O
Turkey Breast

$$112929
LB.LB.

Clifty Farms
Country Hams

$$447979
LB.LB.
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On Your Debt

Bond, Botes, Sykstus, Tanner & McNutt, P.C.
121 S. Court Street, Florence, AL 35630

Phone: 256-760-1010 • Fax: 256-760-1023 • Office Hours:  Monday – Friday • 8am to 5pm  
www.bondnbotes.com  |         Bond, Botes

Alabama State Bar requires the following: “No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is 
greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.” 

Finding Gratitude and Financial 
Peace in a Season of Spending

As the holidays approach, 
many families across Alabama 
are feeling the pressure to stretch 
their paychecks a little further. 
Between travel, gift-giving, and 
rising everyday costs, even the 
most carefully planned budgets 
can start to feel tight.

At the Bond & Botes Law 
Offices, we understand how 
financial stress can creep into 
what should be a joyful season. 
Below are 3” Smart Money Moves 
Before the Holidays Hit”—to help 
you stay grounded, grateful, and 
financially confident this year.

1. Be Honest About Your 
Holiday Budget

It’s easy to underestimate how 
quickly small purchases add up 
in November and December. 
Before the season is in full swing, 
write down your spending 
categories—gifts, travel, meals, 
decorations—and set realistic 
limits for each. A written plan 
keeps emotion-driven spending 
in check and helps you focus on 
what truly matters.

2. Protect Your Paycheck and 
Prioritize Needs

If you’ve already noticed late 
payments or mounting credit 
card balances, take action early. 
The sooner you address those 

red flags, the more options you’ll 
have. At Bond & Botes, we help 
clients protect their income 
through Chapter 7 and Chapter 
13 bankruptcy relief—legal tools 
that stop collections and allow 
you to rebuild stability before the 
new year.

3. Give Yourself the Gift of 
Peace

Financial guilt can take away the 
joy of the holidays. Remember: 
asking for help isn’t failure—
it’s wisdom. Whether you need 
guidance on consolidating debt, 
budgeting, or understanding if 
bankruptcy could help, talking to 
someone can bring peace of mind 
and clarity before things spiral.

“You don’t have to carry every 
burden alone. Sometimes the smartest 
move is asking for help—and that’s 
exactly what we’re here for.”

A Fresh Start Is Closer Than 
You Think

Financial problems can cause 
more than just stress — they affect 
your sleep, your health, and even 
your relationships. But the sooner 
you get advice, the more options 
you’ll have. Bankruptcy isn’t the 
end of the road; it’s often the first 
real step toward rebuilding.

You deserve a chance to breathe 
again. We’re here to help you take 
that step. Don’t wait. Call us now!

B. Grant 
McNutt

Managing Attorney

3 Smart Money Moves 
Before the Holidays Hit
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up to up to Total SavingsTotal Savings  $$12,39512,395

2025 GMC SIERRA 1500 2025 GMC SIERRA 1500 
GM Consumer Cash $2,750GM Consumer Cash $2,750

+ GM Trade-In Allowance $3,000+ GM Trade-In Allowance $3,000  
+ GM Bonus Cash $1,500+ GM Bonus Cash $1,500

+ Ray M+ Ray Miller GMC Discount $5,145iller GMC Discount $5,145

672481-1

246 Cox Creek Parkway Florence, AL  
1-800-755-3113 • 256-764-9661 

raymillergm.comRAY MILLERRAY MILLER

**ADDTIONALADDTIONAL Offers You May Qualify For: Offers You May Qualify For:
• GM First Responder Offer• GM First Responder Offer    - $500- $500
• GM Military Offer• GM Military Offer    - $500- $500

• Ray Miller Finance Discount  • Ray Miller Finance Discount  - $1,000- $1,000
• Ray Miller Trade Discount• Ray Miller Trade Discount    - $500- $500

2025 GMC ACADIA2025 GMC ACADIA
- R- Ray Miller GMC Discount $3,155iller GMC Discount $3,155

  up to up to Total SavingsTotal Savings  $$3,1553,155

Stk #25G122 (WAC) 

Stk #25G189 (WAC )

2026 GMC TERRAIN2026 GMC TERRAIN
 GM Bonus Cash $750 GM Bonus Cash $750
GMF Bonus Cash $500GMF Bonus Cash $500

+  Ray+  Ray Miller GMC Discount $1,077 Miller GMC Discount $1,077

Stk #26G208 (WAC) 

  up to up to Total SavingsTotal Savings  $$2,3272,327

  up to up to Total SavingsTotal Savings  $$8,5788,578

2025 GMC SIERRA 25002025 GMC SIERRA 2500
+ GM Bonus Cash $1,000+ GM Bonus Cash $1,000

+ R+ Raay Miller GMC Discount $7,578y Miller GMC Discount $7,578

Stk #25G209 (WAC) 

24 Chevy Tahoe24 Buick Enclave Avenir
#26G051B, 1 Owner, 6yr/100k 
Limited Warranty!

#24P5101, 1 Owner,
6yr/100k Limited
Warranty!

#25G157A, 1 Owner, Z71,
Full Power, 
Nice!

20 GMC Sierra Denali

21 GMC Canyon Crew Cab

23 GMC Sierra SLT25 GMC Acadia Elevation
#25P9840, Heated Seats, 3rd Row, 
6yr/100k Limited
Warranty!

23 Chevy Colorado
#25G066C, 1 Owner, Z71, 
6yr/100k Limited
Warranty!

24 GMC Canyon
#25G163A, 1 Owner, 6yr/100k 
Limited 
Warranty!

#25G173A, 4WD, 1 Owner,
Nice!

23 Jeep Gladiator

24 GMC Terrain
#24P5995, SLE, AWD, 6yr/100k 
Limited
Warranty!

22 Chevy Equinox 22 Chevy Equinox
#22P7523, 1 Owner, 6yr/100k 
Limited 
Warranty!

24 GMC Sierra Denali
#24P9429, 1 Owner, Reserve Pkg., 
6yr/100k Limited 
Warranty!

$$14,38814,388 $$24,38824,388

$$37,78837,788

18 GMC Terrain
#26G012A, 1 Owner, SLE, Great 
MPG!

$$59,78859,788

24 Chevy Silverado 
2500HD #25G096C, Diesel, 

1 Owner, 6yr/100k Limited 
Warranty!

20 Buick Enclave Avenir

23 GMC Terrain Elevation

$$24,68824,688$$22,38822,388

#23P6694, 1 Owner, 
6yr/100k Limited
Warranty!

$$58,88858,888

#25G127A, 1 Owner, 6yr/100k 
Limited 
Warranty!

$$52,68852,688

22 GMC Sierra AT4
#22P6874, 1 Owner,  6yr/100k 
Limited
Warranty!

#25G117A, Crew Cab,  4x4, Nice 
Local 
Trade!

19 Ford F150 Limited

$$39,78839,788

20 GMC Sierra Denali

23 Chevy Traverse
#26G011A, 1 Owner,  V6,
3rd Row, 
Nice!

#25G166B, Crew Cab, LT 
Decor, Nice Local 
Trade!

20 Chevy Silverado 24 Buick Envista Avenir

YOUR           ADVANTAGE DEALERYOUR           ADVANTAGE DEALER®

#22P8120, 1 Owner, 6yr/100k 
Limited
Warranty!

$$21,78821,788 $$24,78824,788

$$25,88825,888

#26G028B, Elevation Pkg., 
1 Owner!

$$29,88829,888

#24P7787, 1 Owner, 6yr/100k 
Limited
Warranty!

$$31,58831,588

#19P5632, 1 Owner, 6yr/100k 
Limited 
Warranty!

$$32,88832,888

18 Ram 2500
#25G060B, Crew Cab, 4x4, 
Power-
wagon!

$$34,88834,888 $$35,68835,688

$$37,78837,788

#25G183A, 1 Owner, 6yr/100k 
Limited 
Warranty!

$$39,78839,788 $$41,48841,488 $$43,68843,688

$$44,68844,688 $$46,68846,688 $$54,68854,688


