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San José Unified
identifies ideal
elementary
characteristics,
moves to 
implementation 
Board to vote on next step 
in collaborative schools of
tomorrow initiative   

By William Bellou
Publisher

T
he San José Unified School
District has completed the
first step of the district’s

Schools of Tomorrow initiative.
The Schools of Tomorrow

Advisory Committee, composed
of parents/guardians, teachers,
staff, and union representatives,
has completed its work and
delivered its final recommenda‐
tion to the Board of Education
regarding the characteristics of
the ideal elementary school.  

The Schools of Tomorrow
Advisory Committee recom‐
mends that elementary schools,
using negotiated student‐to‐staff
ratios, have 3 classes per grade
level, Special Day Classes placed
in clusters of 3‐4, and 4 classes
per grade level at schools that
offer both a standard structured
English immersion program and
a bilingual program. These char‐
acteristics are foundational, the
Schools of Tomorrow Advisory
Committee writes, because of
their “impact on social and aca‐
demic opportunities for stu‐
dents, teacher planning and col‐
laboration, the likelihood of
combination classes, and the
availability of additional support
offerings for students and staff.” 

The San José Unified Board of
Education recently reviewed the
Schools of Tomorrow Advisory
Committee’s recommendation
and established a Schools of 

See ELEMENTARY, page 9

Happy Hollow hosts
Santa Clara County
families for
‘Friendsgiving’

By Lorraine Gabbert
San José Spotlight

S
anta Clara County families and advocates
in the court system had a recent oppor‐
tunity to enjoy time together over a

Thanksgiving meal at a local park and zoo.
Families in the Dependency Wellness Court

and Court Appointed Special Advocates
(CASA) programs shared in a “Friendsgiving”
Nov. 15 at Happy Hollow Park & Zoo in San
Jose. The event — hosted by Happy Hollow
Foundation through a Healthy Living grant
from Kaiser Permanente — aimed to give
positive experiences to people participating
in the dependency wellness court and their
families. 

The Friendsgiving feast provided struggling
children and families a supportive environ‐

ment ahead of the Thanksgiving holiday. Hap‐
py Hollow Foundation Executive Director
Rhonda Nourse said such uplifting childhood
experiences are critical to recovering from
trauma. Nearly 200 people attended the
event this year, double the amount from
2024. Nourse said she was humbled by atten‐
dees sharing what they were thankful for,
from clothing and food to sobriety and a roof

over their heads.
“It showed that the foundation has a very

meaningful role in these people’s lives — just
providing this one simple meal … and a posi‐
tive experience around a holiday,” Nourse
told San José Spotlight. “These families have a
choice between putting food on the table or a
day spent at Happy Hollow. (Through the

See FRIENDSGIVING, page 9

Santa Clara County families and advocates in the court system had the opportunity to enjoy time together at
Happy Hollow on Nov. 15, 2025. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.

Santa Clara County
education board
looks to reform
amid probe

By Brandon Pho
San José Spotlight

S
anta Clara County Office of
Education leaders say a
series of probes they or‐

dered into their former superin‐
tendent found contract favor‐
itism and improper use of funds –
though the full reports have not
been made public.

The Board of Education took a
first swing on policy changes
stemming from those findings,
which focus on former superin‐
tendent Mary Ann Dewan, re‐
cently at their regular board
meeting. 

The board’s majority voted to
fire Dewan without cause in
October 2024. When the decision

sparked backlash from residents
and state lawmakers, the board
accused Dewan of impropriety
and misspending – hiring inde‐
pendent investigators to examine
Dewan’s leadership. Last Decem‐
ber, Office of Education officials
said they handed over informa‐
tion to local law enforcement.

County prosecutors don’t see a
case.

“We carefully reviewed the evi‐
dence and concluded that there
was insufficient evidence to
charge a crime,” Sean Webby, a
spokesperson for District Attor‐
ney Jeff Rosen’s office, told San
José Spotlight.

It’s unclear when the Office of
Education plans to release the
independent investigators’ full
report. At Wednesday’s meeting,
a lawyer for the school district
said there is no central report —
and that redactions have to be
made before their release.

See ED BOARD, page 9

Santa Clara County Board of Education President Maimona Afzal Berta (center) among fellow trustees on Wednesday.
Photo by Vicente Vera.
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Times Local News

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 3.2 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 79797. 
Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping rates 

will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for sale 
in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 12/31/25.  |  25M8656  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 oz.) 
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.) 
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  8  FREEFREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 oz.)
79797SXA    separately $227.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE    

$8999

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe2931  
1.855.579.3217

61% OFF

WHEN YOU WANT
THE BEST
YOU WANT OMAHA STEAKS

You’ll love it or 
your money back!

– MAKES A –
GREAT GIFT

BookSmart — 
Bringing a beloved
community bookstore
to Evergreen’s
Eastridge Center

By Sean Eastwood
Times staff writer 

T
he beloved independent bookstore
BookSmart is bringing its signature
warmth, curiosity, and community spir‐

it to Eastridge Center in Evergreen Valley. 
After 30 years of serving the South Valley

community, beloved independent book‐
store BookSmart is bringing its signature
warmth, curiosity, and community spirit to
Eastridge Center in Evergreen Valley. 

The new location, BookSmart Eastridge,
officially opens its doors this month, reintro‐
ducing something the area has been missing
for far too long—a neighborhood bookstore.

For decades, owners Brad Jones and Cin‐
da Meister have made BookSmart a corner‐
stone of Morgan Hill’s cultural and civic
life—hosting author visits, promoting liter‐
acy, supporting teachers, and giving back
through programs like the Gift of Reading.
Now, they’re thrilled to share that same
commitment with another community.

“Eastridge has such a deep connection to
local culture,” says co‐owner Cinda Meis‐
ter, “and we’re excited to be part of that
story—bringing a place where people can

browse, discover, and connect.”
BookSmart Eastridge offers a thoughtful‐

ly curated selection of books for all ages,
from bestsellers to children’s favorites and
hidden gems. Customers can also special‐
order any title, ensuring every reader finds
the perfect book. In addition to books, the
store features gifts, puzzles, calendars, edu‐
cational toys, greeting cards, and whimsical
book‐lover treasures—from bookmarks to
book‐themed socks and mugs.

True to BookSmart’s roots, the new loca‐
tion also hires primarily from the local
neighborhood, offers discounts for teach‐
ers, and plans to host community events,
including visits from local authors, literacy
drives, and creative workshops.

BookSmart can be found at Suite 256, on
the upper level of the mall between JC Pen‐
ny and Macy’s. BookSmart invites East San
Jose families, educators, and readers to
stop by, browse, and experience the joy of
an independent bookstore once again.

For more about BookSmart’s history and
mission, visit mybooksmart.indielite.org/
about‐us.
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C
alifornia State Coastal Con‐
servancy grant enables
Authority to purchase new

equipment, implement proven
methods to reduce potential fire
hazards

The Santa Clara Valley Open
Space Authority (Authority) has
received a $240,000 grant from
the California State Coastal Con‐
servancy for a fuel break imple‐
mentation project in western
Santa Clara County. The grant,
approved today by the Coastal
Conservancy’s board, enables the
Authority to purchase special‐
ized equipment that will allow
Authority staff to reduce and
remove flammable vegetation
along the ridgeline roads in west‐
ern Santa Clara County. Fuel
breaks like this have been scien‐
tifically shown to reduce the
spread of wildfire and helped
contain the Loma Fire above
Morgan Hill in 2016.

“Proactive fuels management
is a critical part of caring for open
space to protect the communities
we serve in Santa Clara County,”
said Andrea Mackenzie, general
manager of the Authority. “We
are grateful that the Coastal Con‐
servancy acknowledges the
importance of building wildfire
resiliency for our lands and com‐
munities via this generous grant.
We are now ready to increase our
wildfire management work, in

accordance with the County‐
wide Wildfire Protection Plan,
starting in January.”

The Santa Clara County Com‐
munity Wildfire Protection Plan
identifies the western part of the
county as the location of most
flammable vegetation, or fuels.
Removing or reducing these fuels
and building fire breaks helps
limit the spread of wildfire into
residential and urbanized areas.
In western Santa Clara County,
nearly 58 miles of fuel breaks—
areas where flammable vegeta‐
tion or combustible materials
have been removed, making it
harder for wildfires to spread—
run along ridge roads. They rise
as high as the Loma Prieta and
Mount Umunhum summits,
descending into dense, fast‐
growing, low‐lying chaparral and
scrub before grading into oak
woodland at lower elevations.
The fuel breaks need proactive
maintenance to remain effective.

“Healthy natural lands are vital
in preventing and reducing cata‐
strophic wildfires and the
Authority has a proven track
record of implementing projects
like this in Santa Clara County,”
said Amy Hutzel, executive offi‐
cer for the California State
Coastal Conservancy. “As the
threat of catastrophic wildfires
increases, we are proud to sup‐
port the acceleration of the

Authority’s wildfire resilience
work to protect communities,
critical roadways and open space
in some of our region’s most vul‐
nerable landscapes.”

The source of funding comes
from a block grant to the Coastal
Conservancy from the California
Department of Conservation
under its Regional Forest and
Fire Capacity Program (RFFCP).
The goal of the RFFCP is to
increase regional capacity to pri‐
oritize, develop, and implement
projects that improve forest
health and fire resiliency.

Next Steps
The Authority’s newly funded

project focuses on a four‐mile
section of the fuel break in need

of heavy‐equipment work (see
map). Originally established in
1985 by CALFIRE, the miles‐long
western Santa Clara County fuel
break protects the watershed at
the Chesbro, Uvas and Lexington
Reservoirs, while also protecting
multiple residential neighbor‐
hoods.

The fuel break implementation
project is scheduled to start in
January 2026, and this equip‐
ment will enable the Authority to
continue ongoing wildfire pre‐
vention work. This work will
complement the Authority’s
ongoing conservation grazing
efforts, further reducing flamma‐
ble vegetation and enhancing
landscape resilience.

Santa Clara Valley Open Space Authority receives
state funding to bolster wildfire prevention work 
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Gearing up for
the holiday
season

By Bill Schroh, Jr.
President & CEO
History San José

H
appy November everyone!
As we gear up for this Hol‐
iday season, I am on an

emotional roller coaster! October
began with the high of History San José
hosting our Annual Valley of Heart’s
Delight Fundraiser which not only raises
funds for the museum but is also a celebra‐
tion of the history and culture of San Jose. 

More than 200 people joined us under
the Light Tower of History Park as we cele‐
brated three San Jose luminaries, San José
Jazz Executive Director Brendan Rawson
and Community Engagement Leaders Mar‐
ianne and Carl Salas for their incredible
work both onstage and behind the scenes
helping to create the fellowship and com‐
munity in San Jose we all strive for and
love!  During the event I shared some excit‐
ing news about the Sakauye Farmhouse,
and I am happy to finally be able to share it
with all of you!

In partnership with San Jose City Coun‐
cilmember Rosemary Kamei, the Japanese
American Museum of San Jose, and the
Preservation Action Council San Jose, I
am thrilled to announce that we have
reached our first fundraising milestone to
be able to move the Sakauye Farmhouse to
History Park! The house is no longer in
danger of being demolished, yet there still
is much work to be done once the Sakauye
Farmhouse has arrived at History Park!
Now the second phase of fundraising
begins for the restoration of the Farm‐
house. Please support our restoration
efforts so that we can prepare the home for

use as a gallery, event space, and
classroom. I will keep you
informed on the progress of the
move!

San José Roots took place on
November 1st at San Pedro
Square Market with thanks to
our sponsors, the San Jose Office
of Cultural Affairs, Betty Duong,
and StarOne Credit Union. Once
again History San José, along
with our community partners at
Mosaic America and many more,
hosted tours of our historic

downtown buildings, cultural performanc‐
es, poetry readings, and community booths
that highlighted the vibrant cultural her‐
itage of our city. During this festival we
incorporate as many different traditions as
possible to show how diverse our shared
community really is. This blending of cul‐
tures has made us the amazing region we
are today.

In contrast to the highs of our many fall
events, the month is ending with seeing the
senseless injury of one of the most impor‐
tant symbols of the United States: the
White House. Seeing the East Wing of the
White House destroyed without the his‐
toric preservation community’s involve‐
ment makes me stop and think, what might
be next? This will only make me work
harder to make sure something like this
does not happen in San Jose without the
historic preservation community’s input! 

Our history and heritage needs to be pre‐
served, protected, and celebrated, not
erased, distorted, or destroyed! The Histo‐
ry San José Team will continue the fight to
save and preserve important historic
buildings in San Jose and the Santa Clara
Valley. One of the key pillars of History San
José is the preservation of historic build‐
ings, and as many of you know, it’s one of
the reasons History Park was created! I
hope you will join us to support this wor‐
thy cause.

History
San José
Bill Schroh, Jr.

President & CEO

Call 877-436-2977 or visit HaleGroves.com/H6YP56
Mention Code H6YP56 for your savings on Items #483X or #485X. 
*$7.99 shipping & handling. Satisfaction completely guaranteed. This gift ships in December at the peak of 
freshness. Order by Dec. 19, 2025 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery. AZ, CA, TX & LA order by Dec. 12, 2025.

SINCE 1947  -  HALE GROVES, VERO BEACH, FL 32966 IC: H6YP56

SAVE

37%
includes shipping

REG. $49.99

NOW 
$3499

+$7.99
shipping

This gift box is the ideal gift for fruit and 
snack lovers alike. Perfect for sharing or 
gifting, this box brings a taste of sunshine 
and sweetness straight to your door.

SAVE 

30% 
BONUS DEAL! 

NOW $2999
+$7.99 
shipping

REG. 
$39.99  

#485X Hale Select Gift Box

#483X | Hale Select Deluxe Gift Box
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By Matthew Frazier

I
n the heart of agricultural innovation,
particularly in areas like San Jose, CA,
drones have become pivotal in irriga‐

tion management. 
As farmers and farming profes‐

sionals strive to maximize crop
yields while efficiently managing
resources, drones equipped with
cutting‐edge technology have
emerged as game changers. 

The ideal drones for this task
are not just flying devices; they
are sophisticated tools packed
with features that can revolution‐
ize how irrigation is approached.

In irrigation management, one
of the standout capabilities of
modern drones is their use of multispectral
and thermal cameras. Multispectral cam‐
eras capture a spectrum of light beyond the
visible range, which helps identify plant
health and stress levels. By analyzing this
data, farmers can pinpoint areas that
require attention, ensuring that every drop
of water is used efficiently.

Thermal cameras are equally impres‐
sive, capable of measuring temperature
variations across the field. This technology
creates moisture maps that highlight
which areas need water, ultimately leading
to a more efficient irrigation strategy that
conserves resources and maximizes yield.
Integrating these sensor types is crucial for
a comprehensive understanding of the
farm's health.

In addition to sensor technology, drones
equipped with LiDAR (Light Detection and
Ranging) offer a revolutionary approach to
field mapping.. By understanding the slope
and elevation of the land, farmers can opti‐

mize their irrigation systems to ensure
that water is distributed evenly and effi‐
ciently, preventing runoff and wastage.

But not all drones are created equal,
especially when it comes to size and capa‐

bility. For larger areas with var‐
ied terrain, a hybrid drone that
combines the efficiency of fixed‐
wing designs with the agility of
vertical takeoff and landing
(VTOL) is often the best choice.
These drones can cover expan‐
sive fields quickly while still
operating in confined spaces. On
the other hand, multi‐rotor
drones are excellent for smaller
plots, providing detailed analy‐
ses for specific areas without the

need for extensive travel.
When assessing the best drones for irri‐

gation management, a few models stand
out for their superb performance and user‐
friendly features. The DJI Agras T40 and
T50 are among the top contenders, explic‐
itly designed for agricultural use. With
impressive flight times of 20 to 60 minutes,
these drones are built for maximum effi‐
ciency, enabling them to cover large areas
without frequent recharging. Their
advanced radar systems enhance terrain‐
following and collision avoidance, enabling
precise navigation in complex environ‐
ments. 

The Parrot Bluegrass Fields drone is
another remarkable option that features a
multispectral camera capable of capturing
extensive data in a single flight. This model
is particularly appealing to those seeking
to maximize the area covered per charge,
making it a reliable partner in the quest for
sustainable farming.

Revolutionizing Irrigation: How drones
are transforming agriculture in San Jose

Water Wise
Matthew Frazier,
Certified Water

Manager
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I
n celebration of the 60th Anniversary of The Original San José
Nutcracker, San Jose Dance Theatre is delighted to introduce a
special new tradition: Guest Community Chimney Sweeps, fea‐

turing notable local leaders and beloved public figures in cameo
appearances throughout Nutcracker weekend.

Traditionally, chimney sweeps have long been considered sym‐
bols of good fortune — folklore says that shaking a chimney
sweep’s hand brings luck for the year ahead. In this milestone pro‐
duction, each guest will bring their own magic, personality, and
San José spirit to this whimsical role, honoring both the past and
future of this beloved holiday production.

“This is such a joyful way to honor our community while cele‐
brating 60 years of Nutcracker magic in San José,” says Elizabeth
Sweeney, Executive Director of San Jose Dance Theatre. “Each
guest sweep embodies the collaborative, community‐centered
heart of SJDT.”

San Jose Dance Theatre is proud to welcome the following guest
chimney sweeps:

Guest Chimney Sweep Appearances
• December 13, 2:00 PM: Viscount Michael North – San Jose

Restaurateur
• December 13, 7:30 PM: Elizabeth Sweeney – SJDT Alumna &

Executive Director
• December 14, 2:00 PM: Ron Murietta – Arts Industry Support

Director, San Jose Office of Economic Development & Cultural
Affairs

• December 20, 2:00 PM: Shan Berries – Radio Host at Mix 106.5,
Founder of Shades By Shan Cosmetics & The MamaBerries Foun‐
dation

• December 20, 7:30 PM: Holly Barr – Realtor & Founder of Wil‐
low Glen Charm

• December 21, 2:00 PM: Matt Mahan – Mayor of San José
Each guest artist will appear live on stage in their scheduled per‐

formance, contributing to the joy, humor, and theatrical sparkle of
this long‐standing holiday tradition.

This special addition is part of San Jose Dance Theatre’s ongoing
celebration of its Diamond Jubilee year, honoring the generations
of dancers, families, and local supporters who have made The Orig‐
inal San José Nutcracker a cherished cultural landmark for six
decades.

About San Jose Dance Theatre
Founded in 1964, San Jose Dance Theatre is a premier nonprofit

arts organization dedicated to excellence in dance training, per‐
formance, and community enrichment. For 60 years, SJDT has
brought the magic of The Nutcracker to Silicon Valley and provid‐
ed world‐class ballet education to young dancers across the region.

VTA Awards $750,000 to advance
transit access, community
resilience, and engagement
across Santa Clara County

By Sean Eastwood
Times staff writer

T
he Santa Clara Valley Transportation Author‐
ity (VTA) announced more than $750,000 in
grant funding to support projects that

improve access to public transit, strengthen com‐
munity resilience, expand inclusive engagement,
and celebrate community identity across Santa
Clara County. 

These investments, going to 14 recipients in four
different categories, help cities and nonprofits
advance equitable, transit‐oriented communities
(TOCs) that connect residents to opportunity while
promoting cultural vibrancy and sustainability. 

This is the second year VTA has awarded these
grants to various organizations and cities in Santa
Clara County.  The award presentation was held at
the San Jose Museum of Art on Nov. 12. 

Program Area A: Transit Access and Circulation
Planning ($350,000)

Program Area B: Community Resilience – Total
Funding: $200,000

Program Area C: Education and Engagement –
Total Funding: $100,000

Program Area D: Placemaking and Cultural Acti‐
vation – Total Funding: $100,000

Together, these projects share a regional com‐
mitment to building equitable, connected, and cul‐
turally vibrant transit‐oriented communities
across Santa Clara County according to VTA offi‐
cials.

San Jose Dance Theatre announces community guest artists for 60th 
anniversary ‘Chimney Sweep’ cameo roles in The Original San José Nutcracker

The Original San José Nutcracker, San Jose Dance Theatre is introduc-
ing a special new tradition: Guest Community Chimney Sweeps, fea-
turing notable local leaders and beloved public figures in cameo
appearances at  Nutcracker weekend performances. Among those
appearing this year are (left to right) Elizabeth Sweeney, Executive
Director of San Jose Dance Theatre; Nicole Haskins, Artistic Director
of San Jose Dance Theatre, San Jose Mayor Matt Mahan, and John
Torrey, Board President of San Jose Dance Theatre.
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San Jose Mayor Matt
Mahan invites 
community to historic
plaque unveiling at City
Hall on December 4
San Jose to Celebrate 60th Anniversary
of the Grateful Dead

By Sean Eastwood
Times staff writer

Mayor Matt Mahan and San Jose Rocks
announced a momentous celebration mark‐
ing the 60th anniversary of the Grateful
Dead's first performance under that iconic
name. 

The city will unveil a commemorative
bronze plaque at San Jose City Hall on Dec. 4
above the footprint of a house which once
stood on South Fifth Street. In that building,
Jerry Garcia, Bob Weir, Phil Lesh, Ron "Pig‐
pen" McKernan, and Bill Kreutzmann made
history on December 4, 1965, by playing
their very first notes as the Grateful Dead.

"San Jose has an incredible musical her‐
itage that deserves to be celebrated," said
Mayor Matt Mahan. "The Grateful Dead did‐
n't just start here—they launched a cultural
revolution that spread throughout the Bay
Area and the world. This plaque will serve
as a permanent reminder to current and
future generations that San Jose is where
this legendary band first performed under
the Grateful Dead name. I'm thrilled to invite
our entire community to this free celebra‐
tion on December 4th."

December 4th Event Schedule
All events are free and open to the public

at San Jose City Hall, 200 E. Santa Clara
Street:

4:00 PM – Event area opens at City Hall's
South Plaza

4:30 PM – San Jose State Musical Jam Band
Students Perform Greeting Songs

4:45 PM –• Muwekma Ohlone Tribal Land
Acknowledgment

• Welcome from city leaders and San Jose
Rocks Founder Dan Orloff

• The Story Behind the Story with Mark
Purdy, San Jose Rocks historian and journal‐
ist

• Ira Meltzer shares his firsthand account

of organizing the December 4, 1965 Acid
Test

• Special remarks from Trixie Garcia,
daughter of Jerry Garcia

• Unveiling of the commemorative bronze
plaque featuring the iconic Steal Your Face
logo

5:15 PM – Drum procession leads to Sonic
Runway

5:25 PM – Sonic Runway illuminates with
light and sound

5:26 PM – Psychedelic light show project‐
ed onto City Hall rotunda and West Wing
featuring historic Grateful Dead and Acid
Test imagery

5:30–7:30 PM – Reception featuring rare
Grateful Dead & Acid Test exhibit at Janet
Gray Hayes Rotunda

Federal funds on the way
to help upgrade VTA 
low‑emission bus fleet

The Santa Clara Valley Transportation
Authority (VTA) will receive $20 million in
federal funding for hybrid diesel‐electric
low‐emission buses as it builds its fleet to
help counter harmful environmental
impacts. 

VTA is one of 24 agencies across California
to receive funding made possible by the
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law passed in
2023. 

“Replacing outdated buses with low‐emis‐
sion hybrids isn’t optional—it’s essential,”
said Carolyn Gonot, General Manager/CEO
of the Santa Clara Valley Transportation
Authority. “Government funding is critical
to reducing harmful emissions, safeguard‐
ing public health, and ensuring our transit
systems remain resilient for the future.”

The federal Low‐No Program helps transit
agencies buy or lease U.S.‐made low‐ or
zero‐emission buses and make critical facil‐
ity, station, and charging upgrades to facili‐
tate this transition. Transit agencies
throughout California are tasked with con‐
verting to zero‐emission/low emission
fleets by the year 2040. 

The funding is part of a nationwide feder‐
al investment of $2 billion that will go to 165
transit projects in 45 states and Washing‐
ton, D.C.
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Friendsgiving
Continued from page 1
foundation), kids have an opportunity to
create more memories, have access to
nature and a day of play in the park and
zoo with each other.”

In addition to Friendsgiving, the founda‐
tion offers free Senior Safari and Title I
events targeting historically underserved
communities. Within a 5‐mile radius of
Happy Hollow are more than 50 Title I
schools, Nourse said, but most of the chil‐
dren have never been to the park and zoo.

Santa Clara County Superior Court Judge
Erica Yew presides over the dependency
drug treatment court. She said being in a
setting where children can run free and
parents can play with them is special.

“This is a human story of survival,
strength and the love of the community,”
Yew told San José Spotlight. “That is the
recipe for healing.”

In addition to the families and children
invited to the event, a support network of
people who went through the wellness
program and mentor parents such as
Krystal Joye attended. Joye, 43, grew up in
the foster care system and said she strug‐
gled with addiction for 35 years.

“Anything that could happen to a girl

happened to me before I was four years
old,” she told San José Spotlight. “I’ve been
institutionalized. I grew up in juvenile
hall.”

She said going through the court well‐
ness program changed her life. She’s
applying to San Jose City College to take
classes in alcohol and drug studies and
social work to help others.

Yew said there’s a correlation between

childhood trauma and depression, incar‐
ceration, mental health issues and addic‐
tion.

“We can intervene in a court setting and
help families heal,” she said. “We had one
mom who had … her rights terminated to
the children. She came into family well‐
ness court and was healed. She got her
kids back. Then she started to have rela‐
tionships with her relatives who had

adopted some of her kids. Then she could
have a relationship with those kids and the
family. That healing really does counteract
the pain, the damage and the trauma.”

Melissa Elias, another mentor parent
who attended the Friendsgiving event,
uses her lived experience to uplift others
and encourage them to seek help. 

Elias said she had five of her children
taken away due to her substance abuse,
and it took her nine months to get sober.

“I was broken, I was lost. I just couldn’t
get clean,” she told San José Spotlight. “I
didn’t want to face the pain. I didn’t want
to do the work, and I didn’t know how. I
was pregnant with my sixth baby, and
when I had delivered him, I had two and a
half days sober. I knew they were going to
call my social worker and take this baby.”

Elias stayed in the hospital for about two
weeks due to pre‐eclampsia and got clean.
After being released, she checked into
rehab and said she “fought like hell” to get
her kids back.

“I was scared out of my mind, but I did it
because I wanted my babies,” she said.
“Now I have a daughter in college. My dad‐
dy just passed away from cancer, but I got
to take care of him. That’s the beauty of
recovery. We learn from it and we become
stronger.”

Santa Clara County Superior Court Judge Erica Yew (left) said being in a setting where children can run
free and parents can play with them is special. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert. 

Ed Board
Continued from page 1

For now, the findings are summa‐
rized in a numbered list that was
attached to Wednesday’s board
meeting agenda. They accuse Dewan
of using public funds for non‐office
purposes and awarding contracts in
a way that suggested favoritism.
They also say her office sought to
censure certain board members and
redirected grant money beyond the
grant’s original purpose. An earlier
federal investigation  found more
than $135,370 earmarked for the
preschool education program Head
Start was misallocated to pay for
non‐Head Start staff and credit card
purchases.

“The Board’s ‘findings’ are merit‐
less, malicious and baseless attacks,
unsupported by any evidence,”
Dewan told San José Spotlight. “I
have no knowledge of any wrongdo‐
ing and fulfilled all of my duties with
integrity and within the statutory
framework of my role.”

Dewan said the county superinten‐
dent, whether appointed or elected,
is a constitutional officer with broad
and independent authority to enter
into agreements and contracts.

“This pattern of public attacks,
mischaracterizations, and personal
targeting is harmful to the institu‐
tion and discourages talented edu‐
cators from serving our students,”
Dewan said. “I remain committed to
the values that have guided me
throughout my career and my belief
that every child deserves access to
opportunity, excellence, and sup‐
port.”

Kathleen King, a former Board of

Education trustee who opposed
Dewan’s firing, said she’s puzzled by
the format of the investigation find‐
ings.

“I can’t figure out what the findings
are trying to say. I have been in
county positions for many years and
I have never seen findings like this
that don’t include a report that
explains the findings. It makes me
wonder about the credibility of
these claims from the organization
that did the evaluation,” King told
San José Spotlight.

Joseph Di Salvo, a Board of Educa‐
tion trustee from 2008 to 2024 and
one of the four who voted to fire
Dewan last year, is calling on the
Office of Education to release the full
report.

“I think it’s essential they give all
the information the public deserves
to see, as soon as they possibly can,”
he told San José Spotlight.

Yet he said the summarized find‐
ings align with his own experience
with the former superintendent.

“She did not respond to board
members requests for information
about budget and staffing,” Di Salvo
told San José Spotlight. “Her lack of
transparency and being forthcoming
about inquiries that individual
board members made about things
related to the budget were very con‐
cerning to me and very different
from all the superintendents I
worked with as a principal, teacher
and school board member.”

Trustee Don Rocha went further
during remarks at Wednesday
night’s meeting.

“In my 30‐plus years of public
service, I have never seen a public
agency that was as focused on serv‐
ing interests other than the public

and its constituency as this agency
was,” Rocha said. “Take that as you
like — I’m entitled to my opinion as
is everyone else who is here today.
But the evidence speaks for itself,
unless you choose to look the other
way.”

The current board is now trying to
turn the page. A committee of three
board members — one of whom vot‐
ed to fire Dewan while the other two
either opposed or did not vote in
favor of it — is behind the recom‐
mended reform measures up for
approval tonight.

The proposed policy changes
include setting new governance
standards for the superintendent
role, now filled by Superintendent
David Toston, as well as the disclo‐
sure of confidential information.
Another measure would clarify that
board members can obtain outside
legal representation – a point of con‐
tention during the legal battles that
followed Dewan’s ouster.

“These recommendations respond
directly to the issues identified in
the independent investigations,”
Board of Education President Mai‐
mona Afzal Berta, who supported
Dewan’s firing, told San José Spot‐
light.

Berta, who was on the policy
reform committee, said the pro‐
posed measures draw from best
practices from other public agen‐
cies.

“I look forward to the Board’s con‐
sideration and adoption of these
reforms so we can move forward
with clear, student‐centered, and
publicly responsible oversight of
administrative practices,” Berta
said.

Elementary
Continued from page 1
Tomorrow Implementation Committee. The committee will
be tasked with executing what San José Unified communi‐
cated in September: using the identified characteristics as a
benchmark when examining San José Unified’s current
school portfolio and determining next steps. 

If approved, the formation of the Schools of Tomorrow
Implementation Committee will mark a critical moment in
the Schools of Tomorrow initiative, which is designed to
better serve students and staff by proactively managing
declining enrollment. Details on how to apply to join the
committee or participate will be shared shortly after the
Board’s decision. 

"The collaborative effort of the Schools of Tomorrow
Advisory Committee has given us a clear, student‐centered
vision for the future of elementary education in San José
Unified," said Superintendent Nancy Albarrán. "As we move
into the implementation phase, our commitment remains to
execute this initiative transparently, inclusively, and with
respect for our students, staff, and community. Together,
uniting as one community, we can and will elevate opportu‐
nities for all.” 
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Times Community

IN MEMORY

Galina (Faynshtein) Lyte
1939 - 2025; Willow Glen

G
alina Lyte of San Jose, passed away on Octo‐
ber 29, 2025 at her home in Willow Glen, join‐
ing her beloved husband, Aaron (Levine)

Lyte, the love of her life, who passed away in Janu‐
ary 2024 at 96.

Their love was one for the ages.
Galina was predeceased by her
beloved daughter, Karina Gibbs,
who died of cancer in 2014. Galina
left behind her two adored grand‐
children, Joshua Gibbs, age 20, and
Savannah Gibbs, age 18, and their
father/Galina’s son‐in‐law, Edward
Gibbs, of North Carolina, as well as
many friends.

Galina was born in Russia to par‐
ents Saul and Rukhoma Kazhdan,
living under a difficult political
regime with breadlines and little
heat in winter. As a wife with a
young daughter, Galina escaped to
Italy in 1978 and immigrated to the United States in
1979.

She was a mechanical engineer, educated in Rus‐
sia at Polytechnical Institute Leningrad earning an
M.S. in Mechanical Engineering, and worked in
nuclear power at a time when few women were in

that field.
In escaping Russia she taught herself Italian, and

learned how to drive a truck and do manicures,
knowing she would need basic job skills to survive
and care for her young daughter. After immigrating
to the US, she held jobs with Pedco Co. in Cincinnati,
OH, followed by Schneider Consulting Engineers in
Pittsburgh, PA, and eventually took a job with Gen‐
eral Electric located in San Jose in their nuclear

division, where she met her
beloved Aaron., her co‐worker, also
a nuclear engineer. As a new United
States citizen, she was called upon
to help defuse the Three Mile Island
nuclear reactor melt down in 1979
with her expertise and knowledge.

Her love affair with Aaron grew
for many years as co‐workers,
before their eventual marriage in
2005. Together they traveled the
world after retirement, celebrating
their anniversaries every month,
until Aaron’s passing.

A diminutive but feisty young
woman, Galina learned to navigate
for herself at a young age, deter‐
mined to succeed. Active and fit, she

loved hiking, walking, skiing, and swimming, and
could often be seen walking the neighborhoods of
Willow Glen in her shorts and sailor cap.

Galina’s favorite quote by author Robert Anson
Heinlein: “Love is that condition where someone
else’s happiness is necessary to your own.”

San José Public
Library reveals
top checkouts 
of 2025

S
J Library members’ reading
trends feature a children’s
favorite as overall leader for

a second year in a row.
As another year comes to a

close, San José Public Library
(SJPL) is excited to share the
most checked out titles by its
library members in 2025. 

From humorous graphic
novels to transforming histor‐
ical fiction, this year’s top
picks celebrate the diverse
interests of our community
and highlight the library’s piv‐
otal role in fostering a love for
reading and learning.  

The following titles are the
top checked‐out books of
2025 at SJPL: 

Taking the crown as the
most checked‐out title in the
“Adult” age group, Kristin
Hannah’s The Women, sweeps
readers into a compelling coming
of age story. 

The prequel to The Hunger
Games, The Ballad of Songbirds
and Snakes by Suzanne Collins,
remains the top pick for “Teen”
readers for two consecutive
years.

Once again, a Dav Pilkey title
shines on top in the “Children”
age group, Dog Man: The Scarlet
Shedder, was the most checked‐
out title for that age group. 

Dog Man: The Scarlet Shredder
by Dav Pilkey also claims the

number one spot as SJPL’s top
checked out book across all age
groups, genre, and formats,
exemplifying the unquestionable
popularity of the Dog Man series.
For a second year, author Dav
Pilkey is one of only two authors
listed in SJPL’s top ten Children’s
booklist.  

View the complete list of the
San José Public Library’s top ten
borrowed books in the adult,

teen, and children’s age group at:
sjpl.org/BestOf2025. There, you
can also view the top five
checked out books in Spanish,
Vietnamese, and Chinese, regard‐
less of age, genre and format.  

SJPL serves over 760,000 li‐
brary cardholders and recorded
an impressive 8.1 million items
checked out over the past year.
To borrow items from SJPL, all
you need is a library card, which
is free, easy, and rewarding to
have. 

For more information, visit:
sjpl.org/membership 
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Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

LIVING HOPE 
APOSTOLIC MIN-
ISTRIES
https://www.
livinghopeam.org
2650 Aborn Rd. 
San Jose, CA 95135
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Bible Study” (Group
Study Room) every
Saturday at 12:00pm
OUR MISSION: Evan-
gelizing our commu-
nity and the world
with the gospel of
Jesus Christ. OUR
MINISTRY:  Training
ministers on how to
use their love for God
to reach those in
need of His love.
OUR PASSION:
Transforming lives
within our community
with God’s love.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave.
San Jose, CA 95120.
The Rev. Shelley
Booth Denney, Rector
Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful
followers of Jesus
Christ. Through wor-
ship, study, fellow-

ship and outreach, we
strive to nur ture and
grow a strong faith
community of believ-
ers, a family of all
ages, where each
member feels wel-
comed, loved, valued
and empowered to
serve. Children are
especially welcomed
and cherished as an
important par t of
God's family.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsan-
jose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum"
the English meaning is
"Peace be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who
are Muslims, and what
is the Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and
way of life. Islam began
in the 7th century. Peo-
ple who follow Islam
are known as Muslims.
The Quran is the Divine
book that guides Mus-
lims to practice Islam. 

"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English
meaning is " May Allah
(swt) protect you and
your family".
Please visit our website
to learn more.
GRACE CHURCH OF

EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.Com
408-274-1200 
See you on Facebook.
2650 Aborn Rd at
Kettmann, across from
the Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 55 years. 
John Goldstein Pastor.
john@GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.com. Christian
worship every Sunday
at 11am. Together we
build better lives and a
better community.
Music Institute
(408)791 7772. After
School Piano, Violin,
Other classical Instru-
ments.
PreSchool, Ages 2-6
Caring for your child
with God’s love and
affection.
Check our website for
current activities.

HOLY SPIRIT
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our mem-

bers. If you are looking
for an active Christian
faith community, we
invite you to experience
Holy Spirit Parish Com-
munity. All are wel-
come! We are located
at 1200 Redmond
Avenue, San Jose, CA
95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m.
Monday - Friday. Our
weekend Mass sched-
ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 6
p.m. Rite of Reconcilia-
tion is every Saturday
at 4 p.m. or by appoint-
ment. Our Parish Office
is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to
speak with someone in
our parish office. 
SAN JOSE 
GURDWARA

3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148
The word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or

"student." A Sikh is a
practitioner of the faith
founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak
in Punjab of old British
India.  A Guru who is a
"teacher" or "enlighten-
er" completes the rela-
tionship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of
all men and women.
Sikhs believe in three
basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of
God (praying), earning
a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor
with others. Currently
there  are close to one
million Sikhs living in
the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs
living around the world.
Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all.
We pray daily for peace
and prosperity for
everybody in the world.
Come to visit and enjoy
Langer (food) in our
kitchen which is open
365 days of the year
and serves comple-
mentary vegetarian
meals.  We also
encourage you to enter
our history room on
site and walk the beau-
tiful grounds. Learn

more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www.
SanJoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF
ASSISI CATHOLIC
CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofas-
sisi.com 
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join
our community of faith
located in the Ever-
green area of San Jose.
We are an inclusive
diverse community
striving to serve as Dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayer-
ful and joyful liturgies;
evangelization, fellow-
ship, and service
opportunities to the
community. We offer
spiritual opportunities
for all ages, including
children's liturgy,
dynamic E.C.H.O - Jr.
High, IGNITE - High
School and North Star -
Young Adult Ministries,
along with small faith
communities and
opportunities to help
the poor and marginal-
ized of San Jose. Our
Preschool is the only
Catholic Preschool

offering quality family
oriented service in the
Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our
Chapel, Gathering Hall,
Parish Office, Mission
Center, Parish Gift
Shop, Memorial Garden
and Preschool are all
located at 5111 San
Felipe Rd. Please come
join us to worship at
one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday
5:00PM, Sunday 8:30
AM, 10:30 AM, 12:30
PM, 4:00 PM (Mass in
Vietnamese), 6:00 PM
Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi
Gathering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo
Mass - Second Sunday
of the month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated
Community (Cribari
Auditorium) Sunday
8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission

Center open M-F 9:00
AM -12:00 PM; 1:00
PM - 4:00 PM. Come
join us and share your
presence with us so
that together we may
grow and share our
gifts to help build God's
Kingdom!
THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 

English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

To place a worship 

listing, email 

times@

timesmediainc.com

Jewelry

Painting

I Buy Comic Books.
Cash Paid. Alex 
(408) 393‑1385

Buy/Sell

TimesClassifieds

Employment

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST
Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's in

International Trade related. $62421/yr, 
Pumyang Shipping America

Inc., 3494 Depot Rd, 
Hayward, CA 94545

Reflections Mausoleum 
For sale 254C double crypt in the beauti-
ful Refections Mausoleum at Los Gatos
Memorial Park. The crypt is a perfect
location, just above eye level.  Price:

29,500. The Cemetery will make all trans-
fers. (408) 455- 8696 Tony Ranieri; One-

GolfingWino@gmail.com

Shoe Repair
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