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WHAT’S WHAT’S 
INSIDEINSIDE  

FeelNorthernAir.com 
24/7 Emergency Service 24/7 Emergency Service     (218) 927-6828(218) 927-6828

Hurry - 
Don’t Delay
Call Today!

Valuable Coupon  Not to be combined with any other offer. 

Gas FurnaceGas Furnace
 Inspection  Inspection 

$$ 779 9 Now is the perfectNow is the perfect
 time to prepare for time to prepare for

 colder months.  colder months. 

Ensure your furnace is ready by scheduling a professional inspection. 
This proactive step not only enhances efficiency, but also prevents unexpected

 breakdowns when you need it the most.  Stay warm and comfortable by addressing 
maintenance needs before the freezing temps set in.

SHIFT CLINIC
Integrative Medicine • In Person or TeleHealth Access (online health consultation) • Doctor-grade supplements delivered to your door 

Functional Medicine • Chiropractic • Acupuncture • Massage • Guided Weight Loss • Slim Laser • Magnesphere Resonance Therapy • PEMF 

Schedule your first appointment by Dec. 31, 2025 and receive a FREE Consultation (Up to 15 Minutes) 
Let’s work together to help you feel your best – no matter the season.

Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith   •   23 West Main Street, Crosby   •   www.askdrsmith.com  •  (218) 851-9626

Holiday Stress Affecting Your Health? We Can Help!Holiday Stress Affecting Your Health? We Can Help!

Bring
 Balance Back
 to Your Body

Street home nearly 15 years 
ago. On Dec. 15, 2010, the 
thrift store officially opened 
its doors. Next door, the 
food shelf — long in search 
of a stable home — finally 
had one.

The journey to a permanent 
food shelf began around 
2008, when the organization 
debated whether to rent or 
buy. Enter Dorothy and Nor-
man Barthel, a well-off cou-
ple with no heirs and a desire 
to give back. It was Norman 
who urged the purchase of 
the Madison Street property; 
the Barthels covered much 
of the cost before paperwork 
was finalized in fall 2010.

Dorothy passed away one 
month before the store’s 
opening.

“She was crazy into rain-
bows,” recalled Walther. 
“So we decided that was the 
name for the building.

Even after purchase, the 
large building posed a chal-
lenge: how would the food 
shelf and Caregivers cover 
utilities and expenses? That’s 
when Erickson suggested 
using extra office space for a 
thrift store.

“Of all things, it was Christ-
mas time,” remembered De-
Jonghe. “So in the middle of 
Christmas, we were starting 

to open a thrift store.” An 
open house introduced it to 
the community — and the 
community didn’t forget it.

Dorothy’s Rainbow has 
grown into a destination thrift 
shop, expanding well beyond 
its original office space. To-
day, the food shelf occupies 
the back of the building 
while the shop hums with 
volunteers, bargain hunters, 
and visitors who stop in just 
to say hello.

“We’ve given out a lot of 
food this year,” Jacobs said. 
“And we can always use 
more.”
A lifeline for local families

Each Tuesday, as regular 
as the lake’s waves, Tim De-
Jonghe unloads a truck full of 
donations for the food shelf 
— a scene repeated week 
after week, year after year.

For families needing help, 
the food shelf is open on 
Tuesdays, 1–5 p.m. at 9541 
Madison Street.

Emergency food shelf can 
be accessed by calling 320-
692-5399 (leave a message)

The Garrison Area Care-
givers, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, 
continues to ensure that the 
food shelf and thrift store re-
main a beacon of service and 
hope in a small town with an 
enormous heart.

Tim DeJonghe volunteer unloads boxes for the Garrison 
Food Shelf. Ann Schwartz photo

By ANN SCHWARTZ
On the quiet northwest 

shore of Mille Lacs Lake, 
generosity has found a per-
manent home. In a town 
better known for weekend 
cabin traffic and lake breez-
es than bustling commerce, 
Garrison residents have built 
something extraordinary: a 
thriving thrift store that keeps 
a vital food shelf running  and 
the community fed.

The Christian Bible tells 
us to give food to the hungry 
and the poor, in Garrison, 
that message has become a 
mission.

“We are on track to have 
our biggest year ever,” said 
Jacobs, manager of Doro-

thy’s Rainbow Thrift Store, 
the bright, bustling shop that 
anchors the effort. Using a 
simple but powerful model, 
money made at the store di-
rectly funds the Garrison Area 
Food Shelf next door.

The store, tucked at 9541 
Madison Street, welcomes 
shoppers and donations 
Thursdays through Saturdays 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The 
food shelf opens its doors 
to both donors and families 
needing assistance on Tues-
days from 1–5 p.m.

Both operations fall under 
the Garrison Area Caregivers, 
a nonprofit umbrella that can 
accept cash and goods to 
support the mission.

How to donate
Many Twin Cities cabin-go-

ers and visitors swing through 
Garrison with donations in 
tow. Because Dorothy’s Rain-
bow has limited space, the 
store accepts small, clean, us-
able items like clothing, toys, 
and household goods. They 
cannot take full-sized appli-
ances or furniture, which do-
nors are encouraged to bring 
to the Lakes Area Habitat for 
Humanity ReStore at 415 8th 
Avenue NE in Brainerd.

The food shelf, preparing 
Christmas boxes for local 
families, is especially in need 
of paper products, shelf-sta-
ble proteins (canned meat, 
fish, beans, peanut butter), 
and cash donations to help 
purchase fresh items like 
milk.

Serving the community for 
15 years

Dorothy’s Rainbow and 
the Garrison Area Food Shelf 
settled into their Madison 

Rainbow of generosity powers food shelf for 15 years  

Your $25 donation pays for 
a holiday meal for a local 
family from the Garrison 
Food Shelf.

Call Eric at 
218-821-1393

YOUR SUCCESS
IS OUR GOAL
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BOAT BOOK
 SHELF $329.98

TOYLAND IS OPEN!

UNCLAIMED 
FREIGHT NORTH

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9-5 • Hwy. 210 West, Aitkin
218-927-6446 • UnclaimedFreightNorth.com

TOOLS • GIFTS • HOUSEHOLD • FURNITURE:  LIVING ROOM • BEDROOM • DINING

WE HAVE 

AMMO
ALL SIZES ALL SIZES 
NOW ON NOW ON 

SALESALE

PROPANE AVAILABLE 

including for 
Motor Homes

ZERO WALL RECLINER
$299.98

Check Out Our Furniture SelectionCheck Out Our Furniture Selection

Toys,Toys,
Gifts, Gift Gifts, Gift 
WrappingWrapping

andand
FurnitureFurniture

Check 
Check 

Out Our
Out Our

HickoryHickory BAR AND STOOLS     
$2,239.98

OFFICE CHAIR
 $119.98

UNCLAIMEDUNCLAIMED  
FREIGHT NORTHFREIGHT NORTH

16413 Highway 371, Brainerd, MN  56401 • 218-828-3020
2 Miles North of Baxter on 371 • www.371furniture.com

371sales@gmail.com • Hours: Monday - Saturday  9-5 and Sunday 11-4

Buy It Today... 
Have It Today!*

 Locally Owned and Operated

* on In Stock Items

Janson Mattress 
Plush or Firm

     Queen Regular Price: $499    

Hillsdale Mattress 
Plush or Firm

     Queen Regular Price: $799    

Dining Set 
 Regular Price: $498

Select Benches 
 Regular Price: $298 - $498

Potomac Mattress 
 Individually Encased Coil Springs includes Copper 

Performance Foam and 5-Zone Contour Foam
Plush or Firm

     Queen Regular Price: $1399 

Sale Price Sale Price 
$297$297

Sale Price Sale Price 
$697$697

Sale Price Sale Price 
$297$297

Sale Price Sale Price $497$497

Easy, Convenient
Financing!*
Scan to apply for a 

Synchrony HOME Credit Card
*Subject to credit approval. 

Minimum monthly payments required.
Call store for details.HURRY, BEFORE THESE DEALS VANISH —HURRY, BEFORE THESE DEALS VANISH —

  faster than your willpower at Thanksgiving dinnerfaster than your willpower at Thanksgiving dinner!!

EXTENDED
EXTENDED

     Starting at 
     Starting at 

$77$77

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6
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Let Ruttger'sLet Ruttger's do all the holiday cooking & cleaning! 

Host Your Holidays at Ruttger's     Host Your Holidays at Ruttger's     
Call 218-678-4626218-678-4626 to book your 
office holiday party/gathering. 

Pool Punch Passes
available for purchase at 

the Front Desk

POOL OPENPOOL OPEN
 Front Desk/ Lobby Shop/ Pool Hours

Sunday-Wednesday 7 a.m.- 8 p.m. 
Thursday-Saturday 7 a.m.- 10 p.m. 

Call 218-678-2885 to BOOK A FUN POOL PARTY BOOK A FUN POOL PARTY 
for your kids, friends, or family celebrations. 

Saturday,  December 6

CHRISTKINDMRKT
Annual Christmas Market

 10 a.m. 10 a.m. 
- 3 p.m. - 3 p.m. 

Upcoming
 Events

Annual Christmas Market

— Bear Pine Bar & Ruby's — 

If you would like a personal 

shopping experience, please 

contact Miranda at

 218-678-4673 or email

 miranda.caddy@ruttgers.com

The Garage Winter Hours
 Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Sunday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.   

New Christmas 
Items Available

ruttgersretail.com

— Ruttger's Retail — 

Chair Massage
 ($1/Minute)

Ballroom
(upper level)

Men's Day Care at Jingle Bear Outpost
• Free Gift Wrapping 
• Mulled Wine
• Adult Hot Chocolate $8 ea.
• Make & Take Garland 
    additional cost for this activity

Spa Special 9a.m. - 5 p.m.
10% off ALL Services 
(Bay Lake Salon & Spa)

drop-ins welcome

Craft Vendors 10 a.m.–3 p.m. (Ballroom Upper Level)
Visit Santa 11 a.m.–3 p.m. (The Garage)

Cookie Decorating 12–2 p.m. $4 (The Garage)
Grab Lunch At Ruby’s On The Lake

Spa Specials 9 a.m.–5 p.m. (Bay Lake Salon & Spa)
Christmas Shopping Fun & Deals 9 a.m.–5 p.m.

 (The Garage)

Thursday 4 p.m. - 8 p.m. • Friday 11 a.m .- 8 p.m. • Saturday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. • Sunday  9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Serving Ruby's Menu 

Winter Hours

Christmas Fun for
 the Whole Family!

• The Grinchiest Weekend Dec 12 – 14 
• Festivus Celebration  Dec 20

• Santa's Stop Over Weekend Dec 26 – 28 

25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood • 218-678-2885 •  ruttgers.com  

OBITUARYOBITUARY

COMMUNITY EVENTSCOMMUNITY EVENTS
December
6th - Sensory Friendly Holiday Visit with Santa Claus at Northland Arboretum with adjust lighting, calm-

ing music, visual supports, adapted activities with a experienced trained Santa for neurodivergent 
children and their families. Register by Dec. 1 for your time slot a https://sites.google.com/isd181.org/
santa-at-the-arboretum/home?authuser=0 or contact 218-454-9264 or pbecsensoryfriendlyevents@
gmail.com.

6th - Aitkin County Historical Society Cookie Walk at 20 Pacific Street SW in Aitkin starting at 9 a.m.
6th - Saint Joseph Catholic Church Christmas Market Cookie Walk & Gift Shop, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Also 

Specialty Coffee, Hot Chocolate Bar and Pastries 9 a.m. - 11 a.m., Hot Soup with Fresh Bread 11 
a.m - 2 p.m. 

6th - Global Fat Bike Day 10 a.m. Red Raven, Crosby. Register at bikereg.com/73379
6th - Santa Day 10 a.m. - 1 p.m., The Motley United Methodist Church 
6th - Palisade Area Christmas Craft Sale 11 a.m. -3 p.m., at 204 Main Street, Palisade.
6th - Cuyuna Christmas Snow Many Smiles at Memorial Park, Crosby, 3 p.m. - 6 p.m.
7th -  Abraham Lincoln, The Night Before Gettysburg one-act play, 2:00 p.m., at The Ripple Center, 

downtown Aitkin. Adult admission $10; ages 16 and under $5. 
8th - Unlimited Learning featuring northern and southern December skies central Minnesota Ojibwe 

culture at the Forestview Middle School Planetarium, 3:15 - 4:45 p.m. free for members and $10.00 
for non-members.

13th- First Lutheran Church Cookie Walk, Bake Sale and Soup Lunch at 424 S 8th St, Brainerd, 10 a.m. 
- 1 p.m. Homemade soup, fresh bread, bar and beverage for $8 . Also pick up all your sweets for the 
holidays... lefsa, krumkake, cookies, rosettes, jellies, candy and crafts.

10th - Central Lakes College’s 5th annual Holly Jolly Concert & Tuba Christmas, 7p.m.   in the Chalberg 
Theatre, Brainerd campus.  The concert is free, but attendees are invited to donate to the CLC Food 
Pantry, if able.

13th - Deerwood Technologies Scholarship Fund electronics recycling drive,10 a.m.- 2 p.m.,  at Deer-
wood Technologies, 21301 Archibald Road (at the corner of Archibald Road/Hwy 6 and Cross Drive) 
in Deerwood.For more information visit www.deertech.com/recycle or Email events@deertech.com 

13th - Polar Xpress Holiday Festival, 4 p.m. at Central Lakes College in Staples
13th - “Charlie Brown Christmas” Parade of Lights in downtown Pine River, 5 -7 p.m.
14th - Elf Bingo at the Center, 1-2:30 p.m. located at 803 Kingwood St, Brainerd. Includes a meat raffle. 

The cost is $7 for 16 games, and a light lunch is provided after bingo is over.
14th - Visit with Santa and the Grinch, at Northland Arboretum, 2-5 p.m., bring the whole family for some 

festive fun, a little mischief from the Grinch, and holiday cheer from Santa himself.  
20th - Annual Kid’s Present Raffle at The Woodtick Inn, 24916 Minnesota Avenue, Cuyuna.
27th - Whoville in Crosslake Town Square, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Join the gingerbread house scavenger hunt  

and collect sweet clues to build your very own sugary creation
Send your community events to hopper@crosbyironton.net 
or send us a message via  www.NewsHopper.net/contact/

CHARLENE FLISS
Charlene F. Fliss, 75, of Aitkin 

died Thursday, November 27, 
2025 at Riverwood Health Care 
Center in Aitkin with family by 
her side.

A private celebration of Char-
lene’s life will be at a later date.  
Burial will be in Evergreen 
Cemetery, Aitkin.

She was born January 24, 1950 in Canby the 
daughter of Clifford and Ethelyn (Lorenzen) Fliss.  
She graduated from Aitkin High School in 1968.  
She was known as the family historian. She loved 
corresponding with friends and family and keeping 
everyone updated on life’s milestones. Her hobbies 

included reading, doing crossword puzzles, watch-
ing TV and knitting items for friends and relatives. 

 Charlene is survived by her sister Mimi Markguard 
of California; brothers and sisters-in-law: Doug 
(Carol) Fliss of Detroit Lakes, Gregory (Renee) Fliss 
of Aitkin; sisters-in-law: Bernice Fliss and Barb 
Fliss; many special nieces, nephews, great-nieces 
and great-nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents, 
brothers: Dallas Fliss, Larry Fliss, and Norman 
Fliss, brother-in-law Iner Markguard and sister-in-
law Janet Fliss.

Arrangements are with Sorensen-Root-Thomp-
son Funeral Home in Aitkin. To leave a message of 
condolence go to www.srtfuneral.com.

Jason Brezinsky Directors:
Jerry Thompson • Tad Brezinsky

Locally Owned  & Operated

,

  www.duffneyrefrigeration.com

DUFFNEY REFRIGERATION, DUFFNEY REFRIGERATION, INC.INC.DUFFNEY REFRIGERATION, DUFFNEY REFRIGERATION, INC.INC.
the coolest guys aroundthe coolest guys around

Call Chris Call Chris 
218-330-1727218-330-1727  cell cell 

Serving Central Minnesota | 218-927-6777Serving Central Minnesota | 218-927-6777
Phone:   1-866-383-3639 (1-866-DUFFNEY)Phone:   1-866-383-3639 (1-866-DUFFNEY)

Whether it’s heating 
REPAIRS, MAINTENANCE, or a BRAND-NEW SYSTEM, 

count on us to bring the heat,
 when it matters most.

Stay Cozy Stay Cozy && Warm Warm
Your Comfort is Our Priority!

Proudly serving the Lakes Area

Trusted • Local • Ready when you need us!

Call us for
 cabin 

winterization
 service 

Holiday lights brighten the night in Garrison.          Troy Gabrio photo

By ANN SCHWARTZ
As the chill of winter settles 

over central Minnesota, the 
town of Garrison is lighting 
up with the unmistakable 
glow of the holiday season. 
Along Hwy. 169 South, trav-
elers are being welcomed 
by a festive display of winter 
scenes and a towering “Merry 
Christmas” sign, courtesy of 
the Garrison Commercial 
Club.

The club’s members have 
been busy installing the col-
orful lights and decorations 
that will brighten the way for 
motorists traveling near the 

junction of Hwy. 169 and 
Hwy. 18. The process is no 
small feat: sturdy steel poles 
are pounded into the ground, 
lights are carefully strung, 
and every fixture is tested to 
ensure it’s ready to shine. The 
tall light scenes are attached 
to wires for stability.

The results are a series 
of tall, dazzling scenes that 
will make any traveler smile 
during the long winter nights.

Garrison, home to the 
iconic stone concourse and 
the giant walleye statue, is 
known for its small-town 
charm and these holiday dis-

plays only add to its seasonal 
magic. The Christmas lights 
are just the beginning.

The holiday festivities 
continue with the annual 
Children’s Holiday Party on 
Saturday, December 13, from 
4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the 
Garrison VFW. Hosted by 
the Garrison VFW Auxiliary, 
the Garrison Bay Lake Lions, 
and the Garrison Commercial 
Club, the event promises a 
fun-filled evening for fami-
lies. There will be a free hot 
dog supper, gifts for children, 
and a chance to meet Santa 
and Mrs. Claus in person.

Christmas spirit shines in Garrison 

Wayne, Andy, Brian, and Ashley Schmaltz along with Loren Larson and Win Carlson work to 
assemble the festive light display near the Walleye in Garrison.     Ann Schwartz photos

READER RIBBETSREADER RIBBETS

One Minnesota Chamber 
of Commerce just released 
its new Business Benchmarks 
report, and it confirms what 
many of us have been feeling 
for a while. Minnesota used 
to stand out for strong growth 
and a high standard of living. 
Now we are slipping behind. 
From 2019 to 2024 our real 
per capita GDP grew only 
1% while the national rate 
was nearly twice that. Job 
growth ranked 39th. Labor 
force growth ranked 40th. 
Household income growth 
ranked 46th. Nearly 48,000 
more people left Minnesota 
than moved here from 2020 
to 2024.

The report points directly 
to high taxes and heavy 
regulations that make it dif-
ficult for small businesses to 
grow and create good jobs. 
Minnesota has the second 

highest corporate tax rate 
and the sixth highest per-
sonal income tax rate in the 
country. That hurts local job 
creators. It also slows down 
innovation and tech growth. 
Families are moving because 
other states offer a better 
chance at building a future. 
Our cost of living ranks 19th 
highest nationwide while 
nearby states like Iowa and 
the Dakotas remain far more 
affordable. Young people 
and workers are choosing 
opportunity elsewhere.

Affordability comes up in 
nearly every conversation I 
have across the district. Peo-
ple tell me their paychecks 
do not stretch like they used 
to. Families are trying to keep 
up with the rising cost of 
housing, energy, groceries, 
and everything in between.

Two years ago Democrats 

had full control in Saint Paul 
and an $18 billion dollar 
surplus. They could have 
used it to deliver real relief 
to working Minnesotans. 
Instead they spent every 
dollar, increased government 
spending by 40%, and raised 
taxes by ten billion more. 
The priorities were clear, and 
helping regular people with 
everyday costs was not one 
of them.

Minnesota still has every-
thing it needs to thrive. What 
we do not have is a governor 
who puts affordability first.

I would love to hear from 
you. Tell me what you are 
seeing, how your family is 
doing, and what concerns 
you most as we head into 
the next year.

Keri Heintzeman
Minnesota Senate,

 District 6

Minnesota’s economy is lagging
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G O T  A N  U N WA N T E D 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ 
programs help veterans find 
work or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-
1046. (mcn)

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-888-429-2331 today! 
(mcn)

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 844-716-2411. (mcn)

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A 
recent study shows that a 
majority of people struggle 
to pay for health coverage. 
Let us show you how much 
you can save. Call Now 
for a no-obligation quote: 
1-888-772-8454. You will 
need to have your zip code 
to connect to the right pro-
vider. (mcn)
AT T E N T I O N  O X Y G E N 
THERAPY USERS! Discover 
Oxygen Therapy That Moves 
with You with Inogen Porta-
ble Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 
1-833-650-5916. (mcn)

Don’t Pay For Covered 
Home Repairs Again! Our 
home warranty covers ALL 
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. We stand by 
our service and if we can’t 
fix it, we’ll replace it! Pick the 
plan that fits your budget! 
Call: 1-833-816-2128. (mcn)

OFFERING $3,000 REWARD 
for recovery of gold coins 
lost at Fairmont, MN post 
office on or about August 
24, 2025. 1-1oz. proof U.S. 
gold eagle 1987, in box, 14 
- .10 oz. gold eagles, dated 
2016, .5 oz. gold eagle, 2017 
PR-70 and other items. Send 
information to P.O. Box 697, 
Fairmont, MN 56031 or call 
507-399-9982. (mcn)

N E W  A N D 
USED SAFES 
FOR SALE  • 
Safe repair and 
locked  sa fes 
o p e n e d   • 
Heavy and light 
duty gun safes 
and vault doors 
on hand • High 
security safes for 
gold and silver   
320-360-5431    w52

 
GOT JUNK? CALL THE 
JUNK REMOVAL EXPERTS 
AT 218-833-9664 OR VISIT 
US AT elitejunkprosmn.
com FREE ESTIMATES  w39

BUYING AND SELLING 
SILVER BARS, silver dol-
lars, rare coins, gold jew-
elry, any gold-silver items, 
collector coins, currency.44 
years in business. I have 
a $1,500,000 line of credit 
and own 1,475 acres of land 
near Ormsby. Kuehl’s Coins, 
Fairmont, MN. 507-235-
3886/507-399-9982. (mcn)

To Place An Ad   
Call 218-821-1393 or 
 www.newshopper.net
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 Classified Order Form
Name__________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________

City_ ___________________________ State _________ Zip_ _____________
All ads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment. 

Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 	

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Classified Rates

75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum)
Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad.  

Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide  printed maximum size)

We are not responsible for error due to illegible 
copy or missing punctuation.  Punctuation does 
not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail 

and web address counts as one word.
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PO Box 562
Ironton, MN 56455

Send
to:

www.NewsHopper.net • hopper@crosbyironton.net 
 

Add a photo for 
$12.00 per issue

To Figure the Cost of Your Ad
Number of Words	 ________________

Rate per Word	 x________________

Additional Costs	 +_ ______________

Total Per Week	 ________________

Number of Weeks	 x________________

TOTAL COST OF AD	 ________________

Thank you for your order!
Please make check payable to the 
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75¢

     Flooring
JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding, 
Refinishing • Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576 
Check Me Out On Facebook 

Contractors  
R a d t k e  R e m o d e l i n g  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Custom Built Homes • Remodeling • Garages 
N e w  A d d i t i o n s  •  P o l e  B u i l d i n g s  • 
G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t i n g  •  I n s u l a t i o n 
D e a n  R a d t k e ,  A i t k i n .  L i c .  # 2 0 1 0 8 7 5 8 
www.radtkeremode l ingconst ruc t ion .com   
218-678-3403• 218-839-6103 2024w39

Websites  
STELLAR WEB PROS  Website, SEO & Digital Design 
Agency in the Lakes Area - Offering high-quality, 
budget-friendly websites for businesses and organi-
zations. Contact us for your FREE no-obligation site 
design proposal today. StellarWebPros.com

5 lines for $20.00 per week
4 lines for $16.00 per week
3 lines for $12.00 per week

SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES

32 East Main St., P.O. Box 7 • Crosby, MN 56441
Mary & Nick Zillmer, Owners/Directors

218-546-5531

• Traditional, Graveside &   
    Memorial Funerals
• Cremation Service
• Out-of-town Arrangements
• Pre-arrangement Plans

 Caring Service on the 
Cuyuna Range & Surrounding 

Areas Since 1913

• EXTERIOR
• INTERIOR
• STAINING
• LOG HOMES

STEVE’S
  PAINTING 
STEVE’SSTEVE’S
  PAINTING   PAINTING 
STEVE’SSTEVE’S
  PAINTING   PAINTING 

546-8130546-8130546-8130546-81302
1
8

LLC

INSURED

FeelNorthernAir.com 
24/7 Emergency Service (218) 927-6828

$79 Gas Furnace
Inspection 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Hurry - Don’t Delay!

CALL 1-877-383-4389 
PITTMANDAVIS.COM/P6YG01 USE CODE: P6YG01
Good while supplies last. Some restrictions may apply. 
Limit 5 tins per customer. IC: P6YG01

SAVE 
32%

R E G .  $ 2 9 . 9 9 

NOW 
$19.99 
+ $7.99 SHIPPING

855-502-6514TOLL
FREE 

BOGO
40% OFF*

+ $200 OFF
Your Entire Purchase*

OFFER ENDS 12/31

Minimum purchase of 4

Minimum purchase of 4

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (888) 429-2331 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

888-429-2331
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (888) 429-2331

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt4

Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday by Appointment Call 218-678-4667  

ruttgers.com/spa • 17455 Old Hwy. 6, Deerwood

Services provided include:Services provided include:  
• Hair Color, Design, 

Cut and Style

 • Facials and Head Spa

 • Body Wraps  • Massage

• Manicures & Pedicures

10% off ALL Services in December 
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 Crow Wing County 
Household Hazardous Waste Facility 

OPEN p.m. Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  
November 1st to April 30th

Never dump household hazardous waste such as pesticides,
 fertilizers, paint or solvents down the toilet, down the drain,

 into a storm drain, open waterway or ditch. 
Beyond posing a threat to our health and environment, 

such dumping is illegal.

Automotive • Paint • Home Improvement • Workshop
 Crafts • Lawn • Garden • Household Cleaners 

The Collection Site is at the Landfill 
Nine Miles Southwest of Crosby

on Highway 210

Read the Warning Labels: A product has one or more hazardous properties, if it shows the 
single words: Corrosive, Flammable, Caution, Warning, Danger, Poisonous, Toxic, Explosive or 

Reactive. It does not become any less hazardous when you throw it away.
Please Note: The Household Hazardous Waste Facility 

DOES NOT ACCEPT Florescent Light Bulbs, Business or Farm Hazardous Waste. 

For more information call 
Crow Wing County Land Services at 218-824-1010. 
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A-Z Precision PaintingA-Z Precision Painting
Anthony ZontelliAnthony Zontelli

Owner/OperatorOwner/Operator
218-513-6787218-513-6787

zontelli3201@gmail.comzontelli3201@gmail.com

Painting and Property Services

• Experience 
• Quality
• Service

  Tim Turner  218-866-2349Tim Turner  218-866-2349
David Turner  651-242-4796David Turner  651-242-4796

Full Service Snow Removal
 Blowing Sidewalks and Drives • Plowing

Snow Blowing • Roof Snow & Ice Removal 

Turner & Son 

Reasonable • Experienced • Reliable 

Serving the Lakes Area

Call for Call for 
a FREE a FREE 
QuoteQuote

Get on 
the list 

for Snow 
Removal!

 

 

 

 

JANZEN AUCTIONEERS

BOB, JEREMY & ASSOCIATES • Aitkin
89 Years  of Quality and Professionalism

 218-927-4488 or 218-851-0879 cell • jerjanzen77@gmail.com
Please visit our websites: www.janzenauctions.com 

or www.midwestauctions.com/janzen
for full auction line up, photos and directions
Like us on Facebook @ Janzen Auctioneers

VEHICLES:  2005 Chevy Avalanche 5.3L V8, 4WD w/131945 miles, 2007 Ford F150 
extended cab 5.4L V8, 4WD w/156,592 miles, 2005 Ford Explorer, 4WD w/156,592 
miles, 1991 Ford Probe sports car, collectible w/138,551 miles FISH HOUSES: 6x11 V 
nose crank down wheel fish house w/tongue & groove interior, TV, cabinet storage & 
propane stove, 7x10 Wheel house, crank down style, propane heat, 4 hole, ATVs: 2018 
Yamaha 700 four wheeler w/plow 325 miles, excellent condition, 2004 Suzuki 700 Twin 
Peaks four wheeler w/plow 1528 miles, 1986 Honda Goldwing 1200 Motorcycle w/23,973 
miles great runner BOATING & RELATED: 2014 Sea Doo jet ski 9 ft. on factory Sea Doo 
Move trailer, 1995 Weeres Fisherman Deluxe 20 ft. pontoon w/40 HP Evinrude OB motor, 
Tebben Scissor pontoon trailer like new condition TRAILER: Carry On 5x8 Utility trailer 
w/ramp, 4x8 utility trailer w/sides, 
1994 Tandem axle 16 ft enclosed 
trailer FIREARMS & AMMUNITION: 
Approximately 50 quality firearms 
and a nice selection of ammunition 
GARAGE RELATED: Millermatic 185 wire feed welder, less than one spool used, like 
new, Miller plasma cutter new never used, Craftsman 10 inch contractor series table saw 
3HP, Craftsman band saw floor model, Benchtop band saw, Rem/Pro large upright tool 
box on wheels, Central Pneumatic 125 PSI upright air compressor on wheels, Champion 
duel fuel generator, Large floor model drill press 16 speed, Pro Force air compressor on 
wheels, Delta combination belt/disc sander, Milwaukee & Ryobi battery powered hand 
tools, Large quantity construction & mechanic hand tools, Numerous corded & battery 
hand tools, Compound miter saw on Ryobi stand, Magnum XR7 paint sprayer on wheels, 
Eureka centra vac garage vacuum, Large variety of metal wood bar clamps LAWN & 
GARDEN: John Deere X580 riding lawn tractor, 24 HP motor, 221 hours, excellent 
condition, 2007 Toro zero turn riding lawn tractor w/21 HP Kohler motor, Yard Machines 
20 ton, 5 HP vertical or Horizontal wood splitter, Craftsman trimming mower, Smaller Toro 
snowblowers, Brute front tine tiller, John Deere 160 riding lawn tractor, Husqvarna walk 
behind weed trimmer, Power Boss 2600 PSI pressure washer on wheels, Yard Shark 
chipper shredder on wheels powered by B&S, John Deere front tine tiller SPORTING 
GOODS COLLECTIBLES: Jasper Dodge Detroit grade mallard decoy, Rare green wing 
teal duck decoy, Captain Harry Jones sleeper hen Canvasback decoy, Michigan style 
Canvasback duck decoy, Shorebird decoy by Bill Savage, Sure shot duck call, Two M.K. 
Scheels fish decoys, Marbles, Western & Buck knives plus many other brands of knives, 
Collectible ammunition of many different calibers and boxes ANTIQUES & COLLECT-
IBLES: Huge Coke Cola collection of many different items, Large variety of kerosene 
lamps, 15 brass petal bells on leather strap, Wood cross country skis, Large & small 
turned wood bowls, & reed basket, Cow bell, Small washboard, Antique brass cigar cutter, 
Rare Stereoscope on stand w/ cards, Two Native American hand carved flutes by David 
O'Neal, Pottery/Stoneware, Watt ware rooster pitcher, Western stoneware cattail pitcher, 
Nickel plated Billings & Spencer wrench, Ohio drawknife 21 inch ITEMS OF INTEREST, 
Three wheel handicap scooter, Nice Variety of lumber of different lengths, some rough 
sawn, Numerous beer taps of all different brands, Nice selection of baseball, basketball 
& football trading cards many still in the wrapper, Numerous NASCAR Ertl style cars & 
matchbox cars HOUSEHOLD FURNISHINGS & RELATED, Large Grandfather Clock, 
Smaller rectangle kitchen tables & chairs, Free standing pine kitchen island w/drawers, 
Variety of kitchen bar stools, Large dresser, Upholstered furniture 

JANZEN AUCTION CENTERJANZEN AUCTION CENTER
942 - 2nd Street NW, Aitkin, MN 
1 mile west of the stoplights in Aitkin 

(Watch for signs) 10% Buyers Premium

Saturday December 13Saturday December 13thth •  • 10 a.m. 10 a.m. 
Online bidding available at www.proxibid.com/janzen

Janzen Auctioneers would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas & Happy New 
Year! Thank you for all of the support throughout the 2025 year. We want to wish 

you all a Blessed & Prosperous 2026! God Bless, Janzen Auctioneers 

LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES
(Published in NewsHopper

 Saturday, Nov. 29, 
Dec. 6 &13, 2025)

 LIBBY TOWNSHIP
BOARD MEETING
The Libby Township Board 

will meet at 1:00 p.m. on Tues-
day, December 16, 2025 at the 
Palisade Community Center. 
Township supervisor Tom An-
derson may attend remotely 
via phone or Zoom. The pur-
pose of this meeting shall be 
to discuss and decide mat-
ters that may come before the 
board. 

Dated this 20th day
 of November, 2025

Jane Grimsbo Jewett, clerk
Libby Township   

2.91

(Published in NewsHopper
 Sat., Dec. 6 & 13, 2025)

  HAZELTON 
TOWNSHIP NOTICE 

OF  FILING FOR
 TOWNSHIP OFFICE

Notice is hereby given 
to the residents of Hazelton 
Township that the annual filing 
for election of officers opens 
December 30, 2025 and con-
tinues through January 13, 
2026.  The following positions 
are to be filled at the election 
on March 10, 2026.

Supervisor – 3 year term
Clerk – 2 year term
If you wish to file for candi-

dacy, please file with the town-
ship clerk by appointment; 
contact at 218-678-3389 or 
email hazeltonclerk@gmail.
com.  The Hazelton Township 
Clerk will be available from 
1:00p.m. to 5:00p.m. on the 
last day, January 13, 2026 for 
filing as required by law.

Filing fee is $2.00.
Dated this 1st day of

December 2025
KAY OLSON,

  Clerk Hazelton Township
4.6

YOUR CFMOTO, ATV AND UTV SPECIALISTS
FARM ISLAND REPAIR & MARINE

28965 Hwy. 169, Aitkin, MN 56431 • 218-927-6395

WWW.FARMISLANDREPAIRANDMARINE.COM
CFMOTO recreational vehicles are intended for off-road use only and can be dangerous to operate. Review all product manuals, labels, and safety information before operating. 
Always wear your safety gear and never operate a CFMOTO vehicle under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Visit CFMOTOUSA.com for complete training and safety guidelines.

Dealer of South Bay, Princecraft, Landau, Yamaha, Mercury, Suzuki, CFMOTO, 
 Floe Docks and Lifts, Wave Armor, Classic Docks, Triton Trailers and Beach King Docks and Lifts

New 2026New 2026
 Models Models
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Winter skies will take center 
stage next month as Lakes Area 
Unlimited Learning invites the 
community to a special plane-
tarium program at Forestview 
Middle School on Monday, 
Dec. 8, from 3:30 to 4:45 p.m.

Guests will settle in under 
the dome for an immersive 
look at the northern and south-
ern December skies, guided 
by presenter Tim Peabody. 
Peabody will share insights 

not only about the seasonal 
constellations but also about 
central Minnesota Ojibwe cul-
ture and its deep connections 
to the night sky. The program 
also includes a full-dome 
feature, wrapping up in about 
an hour.

To make arrival smooth, 
attendees are encouraged to 
reach Forestview around 3:15 
p.m., before the afternoon 
school traffic picks up. Park-

ing is available in the front 
lot, and guests should enter 
through the main doors. Signs 
inside the entrance will direct 
visitors to the second-floor 
Planetarium, with elevator 
access availablet.

The event takes place at 
Forestview Middle School, 
12149 Knollwood Dr., Baxter. 
Admission is free for Unlimit-
ed Learning members and $10 
for non-members.

With its blend of science, 
culture, and stunning celestial 
views, this program offers a 
unique way to welcome the 
winter season — and a great 
reason to look up.

Unlimited Learning hosts sky program 

sweets and Scandinavian spe-
cialties. Shoppers can browse 
tables filled with lefse, krum-
kake, rosettes, cookies, can-
dies, jellies, holiday treats, 
and handmade crafts—all 
lovingly made by members 
of the church community. (A 

friendly reminder: cash or 
check only will be accepted.)

After filling your good-
ie boxes, stay and enjoy 
a homemade soup lunch 
served from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
For just $8, guests can savor 
a comforting bowl of soup, 

fresh-baked bread, a bar, and 
a beverages.

The smells of the season 
are about to fill the air at First 
Lutheran Church of Brainerd, 
where the congregation will 
host its Holiday Cookie Walk 
Bake Sale and Soup Lunch on 

Saturday, December 13, from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 424 South 
8th Street in Brainerd.

This annual holiday fa-
vorite is the perfect place to 
stock up on all your seasonal 

Sweet traditions and savory soup at Holiday Cookie Walk Bake Sale

The Aitkin County Histori-
cal Society will hold its annu-
al Cookie Walk on Saturday, 
Dec. 6, starting at 9 a.m. at the 
Depot, 20 Pacific Street SW. 
The festive fundraiser features 
tables of homemade holiday 
treats, and organizers are 
calling on local bakers to help 
make the event a success.

 A variety of cookies are 
pre-plated for $8.00 a doz.  
Pre-orders can be called in to 
218-927-3348 or emailed at 
achs@aitkincohs.org. Pre-or-
ders must be picked up by 
11:00 the day of the sale.

The Cookie Walk offers a 
sweet way to support ACHS 
and kick off the holiday 
season.

Cookies!
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