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WHAT’S WHAT’S 
INSIDEINSIDE  

SHIFT CLINIC
Integrative Medicine • In Person or TeleHealth Access (online health consultation) • Doctor-grade supplements delivered to your door 

Functional Medicine • Chiropractic • Acupuncture • Massage • Guided Weight Loss • Slim Laser • Magnesphere Resonance Therapy • PEMF 

Schedule your first appointment by Dec. 31, 2025 and receive a FREE Consultation (Up to 15 Minutes) 
Let’s work together to help you feel your best – no matter the season.

Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith   •   23 West Main Street, Crosby   •   www.askdrsmith.com  •  (218) 851-9626

Holiday Stress Affecting Your Health? We Can Help!Holiday Stress Affecting Your Health? We Can Help!

Bring
 Balance Back
 to Your Body

Call Eric at 
218-821-1393

YOUR SUCCESS
IS OUR GOAL
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BOAT BOOK
 SHELF $329.98

ZERO WALL RECLINER
$299.98

OFFICE CHAIR
 $119.98

TOYLAND IS OPEN!

UNCLAIMED 
FREIGHT NORTH

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9-5 • Hwy. 210 West, Aitkin
218-927-6446 • UnclaimedFreightNorth.com

TOOLS • GIFTS • HOUSEHOLD • FURNITURE:  LIVING ROOM • BEDROOM • DINING

WE HAVE 

AMMO
ALL SIZES ALL SIZES 
NOW ON NOW ON 

SALESALE

PROPANE AVAILABLE 

including for 
Motor Homes

Check 
Check 

Out Our
Out Our

Toys,Toys,
Gifts, Gift Gifts, Gift 
WrappingWrapping

andand
FurnitureFurniture

Check Out Our Furniture SelectionCheck Out Our Furniture Selection
Hickory Whiskey Hickory Whiskey 

Barrel  Barrel  
TABLE & CHAIRS 

$1,919.98 

UNCLAIMEDUNCLAIMED  
FREIGHT NORTHFREIGHT NORTH

Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday by Appointment Call 218-678-4667  

ruttgers.com/spa • 17455 Old Hwy. 6, Deerwood

Services provided include:Services provided include:  
• Hair Color, Design, Cut and Style

 • Facials and Head Spa
 • Body Wraps  • Massage
• Manicures & Pedicures

10% off ALL Services in December 

Ask about our 
 Cindy Lou Who  Cindy Lou Who 

SPECIALSSPECIALS

For more information on recycling in Crow Wing County 
please visit our website www.crowwing.us.

RECYCLE MORE!RECYCLE MORE!
These Items may all be recycled in Crow Wing County:

Plastic 
Water 

& Soda 
Bottles

Newspapers & Newspapers & 
MagazinesMagazines

Metal Cans
(Please wash)(Please wash)

Milk Jugs 
(Please Crush)

Glass 
All 
Colors

Plastics  
with a neck  
Lids removed  
and thrown 
*No containers used for chemicals or 
automotive products (oil, antifreeze, etc)

Junk MailJunk Mail

Corrugated CardboardCorrugated Cardboard
(Please cut and flatten)(Please cut and flatten)

Crow Wing County Landfill - 15732 State Highway 210, Brainerd

Nisswa Community Center - 25636 Main St, Nisswa

Ideal Transfer Station - 33503 W Island Lake, Pequot Lakes

Recycling is good for the environment and our community. 
LEARN WHAT YOU CAN DO AT HOME!

– DROPOFF LOCATIONS –

Relax at Bay Lake Salon & Spa
After shopping, unwind 

with a well-deserved break at 
Bay Lake Salon & Spa, offering 
massages, facials, manicures, 
pedicures, and hair services. 
Walk-ins are welcome, or call 
218-678-4667 to book ahead.
Festivus Festival: 11 a.m.–3 
p.m.

The heart of the day delivers 
peak Festivus fun. Warm up 
around the bonfire with a 
brew, take part in the “Feats 
of Strength,” decorate the 
Festivus pole, or snap silly 
photos to commemorate the 
day. For sleuths of all ages, 
the all-day Seinfeld Scavenger 

Hunt offers a 
resor t -wide 
a d v e n t u r e 
inspired by 
iconic  mo-
ments f rom 
the show.
Indoor and 
Outdoor Fun

Outdoors, 
families can 
enjoy broom-
ball ,  snow-
shoeing, Hok skiing, ice 
bocce, ice skating, and even 
human bowling. Indoors, the 
fun continues with pickleball, 
corn hole, ladder golf, Spike-
ball, arcade games, and dips 
in the heated pool. No matter 
the temperature, the festivities 
shine bright.
Santa’s Stop Over Weekend  
Dec. 26–28

After his global gift-giving 
journey, the jolly old elf is 
making Ruttger’s his home-
away-from-home for three 
days of relaxation, treats, and 
family fun.

Guests are greeted with 
warm cookies in the fireplace 
lobby, a comforting start to 
this post-Christmas retreat. 
The weekend features an 
evening pop-up at Santa’s 
Souvenir Shop, where orna-
ments, gifts, and post-holiday 
deals await bargain hunters 

and keepsake collectors alike.
Saturday night brings one of 

the resort’s beloved traditions 
— the Seafood Boil dinner — 
followed by a crackling bon-
fire and classic Pudgie Pies, 
the nostalgic treat toasted over 
open flames.

At Santa’s Workshop, fam-
ilies can dive into hands-on 
creativity, crafting ornaments, 
decorating cookies, making  
small gifts, or creating snow 
globes and 3D snowflakes. 
Space is limited, so guests are 
encouraged to call 218-678-
2885 to reserve their spot.

With festive weekends 
stacked one after another, 
Ruttger’s Bay Lake Resort is 
truly a holiday destination 
where every guest — whether 
Grinch, Festivus fan, or Santa 
believer — can create lasting 
memories with your loved 
ones.

The holidays are in full 
swing at Ruttger’s Bay Lake 
Resort, where December is 
packed with festive, fami-
ly-friendly celebrations that 
stretch from Whoville to the 
North Pole — with a lit-
tle Seinfeld-style silliness in 
between. While the twin-
kling lights of the Christkindl-
markt Christmas Market have 
dimmed for the season, the 
resort is just getting started. 
Guests can dive into themed 
weekends, cozy winter tradi-
tions, and indoor and outdoor 
adventures that capture the 
spirit of the season.
The Grinchiest Weekend 
through Dec. 14

Ruttger’s is rolling out the 
green carpet for a delightful-
ly mischievous celebration 
during its Grinchiest Week-
end — a three-day extrav-
aganza of meet-and-greets, 
themed crafts, games, and 
gatherings that would make 
even the Grinch grin.

Your friends will be green 
with envy when they hear 
you spent the weekend rub-
bing elbows with the Grinch 
himself. But there’s no need 
to inspire jealousy — bring 
them along to join in the fun. 
Guests can cozy up around 
bonfires, enjoy gooey pudgie 
pies, make Grinchy crafts, 

snap holiday photos, and 
take part in indoor (or snowy 
outdoor) snowball toss games 
and Grinchy Bingo complete 
with a decadent Hot Cocoa 
Bar.

Rubyville Bistro keeps bel-
lies full all weekend long, 
while Whoville scavenger 
hunts and ballroom games 
add a playful challenge for 
families. Indoors, guests can 
warm up with cornhole, pick-
leball, pool, Giant Jenga, 
ladder golf, board games, 
and puzzles. Outdoors ad-
venturers (weather permit-
ting) can enjoy ice skating, 
human bowling, ice bocce, 
snowshoeing, Hok skiing, and 
scenic hikes.

For an extra festive touch, 
The Garage and Bay Lake Sa-
lon & Spa are offering Cindy 
Lou Who specials — the per-
fect way to add a little holiday 
pampering to your stay.
Festivus Celebration • Satur-
day, Dec. 20, 9 a.m.–5 p.m.

Once the Grinch packs 
up his sleigh, the holiday 
cheer continues with a quirky, 
laughter-filled day devoted to 
Festivus — the offbeat cele-
bration made famous by the 
television show, Seinfeld. On 
Dec. 20, guests can enjoy a 
festive mix of shopping, spa 
visits, scavenger hunts, and 

indoor/outdoor winter fun.
Shop ‘Til You Drop

Start the day at The Ga-
rage, the resort’s must-visit 
boutique housed in a historic 
former gas station. Guests will 
find custom Ruttger’s apparel, 
home décor, toys, gifts, fudge 
, and unique treasures perfect 
for holiday giving.

Fun abounds at Ruttger’s Bay Lake Resort holiday events 

Christmas Gifts
Sure to Impress

20% off 
All Décor

16413 Highway 371, Brainerd, MN  56401 • 218-828-3020
2 Miles North of Baxter on 371 • www.371furniture.com

371sales@gmail.com • Hours: Monday - Saturday  9-5 and Sunday 11-4

Buy It Today... 
Have It Today!*

 Locally Owned and Operated

* on In Stock Items

Gift Certificates Available 

Forgot a Gift?Forgot a Gift?
 We’ve got  your 
back (and your
 living room)!

Our Store will be Closed Sunday, December 21 through Thursday, December 25. 

Wishing You a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!Wishing You a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
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     Flooring
JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding, 
Refinishing • Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576 
Check Me Out On Facebook 

Contractors  
R a d t k e  R e m o d e l i n g  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Custom Built Homes • Remodeling • Garages 
N e w  A d d i t i o n s  •  P o l e  B u i l d i n g s  • 
G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t i n g  •  I n s u l a t i o n 
D e a n  R a d t k e ,  A i t k i n .  L i c .  # 2 0 1 0 8 7 5 8 
www.radtkeremode l ingconst ruc t ion .com   
218-678-3403• 218-839-6103 2024w39

Websites  
STELLAR WEB PROS  Website, SEO & Digital Design 
Agency in the Lakes Area - Offering high-quality, 
budget-friendly websites for businesses and organi-
zations. Contact us for your FREE no-obligation site 
design proposal today. StellarWebPros.com

A-Z Precision PaintingA-Z Precision Painting
Anthony ZontelliAnthony Zontelli

Owner/OperatorOwner/Operator
218-513-6787218-513-6787

zontelli3201@gmail.comzontelli3201@gmail.com

Painting and Property Services

• Experience 
• Quality
• Service

OBITUARYOBITUARY

5 lines for $20.00 per week
4 lines for $16.00 per week
3 lines for $12.00 per week

SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES

32 East Main St., P.O. Box 7 • Crosby, MN 56441
Mary & Nick Zillmer, Owners/Directors

218-546-5531

• Traditional, Graveside &   
    Memorial Funerals
• Cremation Service
• Out-of-town Arrangements
• Pre-arrangement Plans

 Caring Service on the 
Cuyuna Range & Surrounding 

Areas Since 1913

• EXTERIOR
• INTERIOR
• STAINING
• LOG HOMES

STEVE’S
  PAINTING 
STEVE’SSTEVE’S
  PAINTING   PAINTING 
STEVE’SSTEVE’S
  PAINTING   PAINTING 

546-8130546-8130546-8130546-81302
1
8

LLC

INSURED

CROW WING COUNTY LANDFILL

For more information,
please call 218-824-1010.

The landfill is open only to residents of Crow 
Wing County for recycling and disposal needs. 

•

Household Garbage• 
Mattresses• 
Fluorescent Bulbs • 
Household Hazardous Waste• 
Free recycling of lead-acid car/marine 
batteries - Batteries must be 
SEPARATED from other waste and 
CANNOT bedisposed of in the landfill!

• Free compost of lawn and garden 
material (please separate brush 
and branches)

• Free oil, oil filter, and antifreeze recycling 

locations withing the County. Visit our 
webpage for drop o� locations:

at the landfill and several drop-o�  

www.crowwing.gov/recycling
• Demolition materials may be 

disposed in the demolition landfill 
for a fee

• Large appliances, electronics, tires 
with or without rims, and scrap 
metals can be disposed at the site 
for a nominal fee for recycling.

The Following Items are Accepted

Open Monday - Friday
8am - 4:30pm

TYKE’S CARPET Castle
Hwy. 371 North, Brainerd • 218-829-3878 

Open: 9 - 5 Mon. - Sat. or by appointment

  REMNANTS  REMNANTS    $10.95$10.95 SQ. YD.  SQ. YD. 

All First Quality Merchandise!All First Quality Merchandise!

BUY IT TODAY, GET TODAY!

OVER  OVER  400400 ROLLS ROLLS

ON IN-STOCK GOODS 

SALESALE    Going Going 
on now on now 

$$115555OROR$$13139595
SQ. YD. SQ. YD. SQ. FT. SQ. FT. 

OVER OVER 
500500

  TO CHOOSE TO CHOOSE 
FROM  FROM  

BUY A

REMNANT FROM 

TYKE’S AND WE

 WILL BIND IT!

OVER 

165,000
 SQ. FT. 

IN STOCK!

  9999¢¢
LLuxuryuxury VINYL PLANKING VINYL PLANKING
  STARTING ATSTARTING AT SQ. FT.SQ. FT.

GOOD KING TYKE’S FLOORING SALE! 

COMMUNITY EVENTSCOMMUNITY EVENTS
December
12th -14th- The Grinchiest Weekend at Ruttger’s Bay Lake Resort. Bring your family and friends to cozy 

up around bonfires, enjoy gooey pudgie pies, make Grinchy crafts, snap holiday photos, and take 
part in indoor (or snowy outdoor) snowball toss games and Grinchy Bingo complete with a decadent 
Hot Cocoa Bar.

13th- First Lutheran Church Cookie Walk, Bake Sale and Soup Lunch at 424 S 8th St, Brainerd, 10 a.m. 
- 1 p.m. Homemade soup, fresh bread, bar and beverage for $8 . Also pick up all your sweets for the 
holidays... lefsa, krumkake, cookies, rosettes, jellies, candy and crafts.

13th & 14th -  Polar Xpress Holiday Festival, noon - 4 p.m. at Central Lakes College in Staples. All Aboard 
for FREE holiday fun with G-Scale model train displays photos with Santa, miniature train rides and 
more at 1830 Airport Rd,. Staples. Sponsored by the Staples Historical Society & Central Lakes 
College Student Senate.

13th - Jesus is the Treasure and the Gift Christmas Program, 3-4:30 p.m. at Garrison Alliance Church, 
9475 Jefferson St., Garrison. Lunch from 1 - 3 p.m. 

13th - “Charlie Brown Christmas” Parade of Lights in downtown Pine River, 5 -7 p.m.
13th - Ward Christmas Party, 6-8 p.m. at The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,101 Buffalo 

Hills Lane West, Brainerd
14th - Pancake Breakfast Pequot Lakes American Legion, 8-11 a.m., Serving pancakes, eggs, sausage, 

OJ, and coffee. Located at 4435 Main Street, Pequot Lakes.
14th - Elf Bingo at the Center, 1-2:30 p.m. located at 803 Kingwood St, Brainerd. Includes a meat raffle. 

The cost is $7 for 16 games, and a light lunch is provided after bingo is over.
14th - Visit with Santa and the Grinch, at Northland Arboretum, 2-5 p.m., bring the whole family for some 

festive fun, a little mischief from the Grinch, and holiday cheer from Santa himself.  
15th - Cribbage players wanted, 1 -2:30 p.m. at The Brainerd Center, 803 Kingwood St., Brainerd.
17th -  Santa Story Time at the Brainerd Public Library, 5:30 p.m.  
20th - Festivus Celebration at Ruttger’s Bay Lake Resort, 9 a.m.–5 p.m. Take part in the “Feats of 

Strength,” decorate the Festivus pole, or snap silly photos to commemorate the day. For sleuths of all 
ages, the all-day Seinfeld Scavenger Hunt offers a resort-wide adventure inspired by iconic moments 
from the show.

20th - Annual Kid’s Present Raffle at The Woodtick Inn, 24916 Minnesota Avenue, Cuyuna.
21st - Free Breakfast with Santa at Brainerd Eagles, 9:30–11:00 a.m., free breakfast with Santa for kids; 

adults $5. All are welcome to attend at 124 Front St. in Brainerd. 
22nd - Cribbage players wanted, 1 - 2:30 p.m. at The Brainerd Center, 803 Kingwood St., Brainerd.
26th – 28th -  Santa’s Stop Over Weekend at Ruttger Bay Lake Resort post-Christmas retreat for relax-

ation, treats, and family fun. Seafood Boil dinner on Saturday night. Deals await bargain hunters and 
keepsake collectors. Try your hand at Santa’s Workshop. Space is limited, so guests are encouraged 
to call 218-678-2885 to reserve their spot.

27th - Whoville in Crosslake Town Square, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Join the gingerbread house scavenger hunt  
and collect sweet clues to build your very own sugary creation.

29th - Prayer Quilting Group, 8 a.m.- 3:30 p.m. This group makes full size quilts that are given to individ-
uals with medical issues for encouragement. 

Send your community events to hopper@crosbyironton.net 
or send us a message via  www.NewsHopper.net/contact/

  Tim Turner  218-866-2349Tim Turner  218-866-2349
David Turner  651-242-4796David Turner  651-242-4796

Full Service Snow Removal
 Blowing Sidewalks and Drives • Plowing

Snow Blowing • Roof Snow & Ice Removal 

Turner & Son 

Reasonable • Experienced • Reliable 

Serving the Lakes Area

Call for Call for 
a FREE a FREE 
QuoteQuote

Get on 
the list 

for Snow 
Removal!

Looking for a holly jolly 
way to spend a winter af-
ternoon? Head over to The 
Center, 803 Kingwood Street 
in Brainerd, on Sunday, De-
cember 14, for a festive round 
of Elf Bingo

The fun runs from 1:00 to 
2:30 p.m., and this isn’t your 
average bingo game—there’s 
even a meat raffle to keep 
things extra exciting. For 
just $7, players will enjoy 
16 games of bingo, plenty 
of laughs, and a light lunch 
served right after the games 

wrap up.
While you’re there, don’t 

forget to stop by The Center’s 
Gift Shop, open from 1:00 
to 3:00 p.m., to pick up a 
few last-minute treasures or 
stocking stuffers.

And here’s a fun twist—
bring a friend who’s never 
attended one of their bingo 
events, and both of you will 
be entered to win a free dozen 
donuts! It’s a sweet way to 
share the joy (and maybe a 
few treats) this holiday season.

So grab your lucky dauber, 

put on your best elf spirit, 
and join the community for 
an afternoon of good cheer, 
great company, and plenty 
of prizes.

Fun with Elf Bingo at The Center 
Visit www.newshopper.net/obituary-submission/ to submit an obituary.

FRANK NESHEIM
Frank “Hank” Nesheim, be-

loved husband, father, and 
Brainerd resident, passed away 
on September 29, 2025, at 
the age of 93. His funeral was 
October 4, and he is interred 
at Camp Ripley Veterans cem-
etery.

Born in 1932 to Sam and Es-
ther Nesheim, Frank grew up in the 
family bait business, learning the 
minnow trade at his father’s side. 
After graduating from Brainerd 

High School in 1950, he moved to St. Paul, where he 
worked, learned carpentry, and served his country. 
When his National Guard unit was mobilized during 
the Korean War, he served honorably in the U.S. 
Army as a stateside radio operator. He married Lucy 
Taray of St. Paul in 1957.

Frank returned to Brainerd in 1959, where he 
continued working as a carpenter until 1967 when 
Frank’s father died and Frank and Lucy took over 
Nesheim Bait and Tackle, and minnow hatchery. The 
business grew to supply minnows to dozens of bait 
shops in the Brainerd lakes area and surrounding 
cities. Far from a little store, their shop became 
a full-service destination offering rods, reels, ice 

augers, depth finders, etc., extensive varieties of 
tackle, and numerous types of healthy live bait.

With his quiet strength and work ethic, Frank was 
the steady center of the operation. He opened the 
shop daily at 5 a.m., tended the ponds, raised min-
nows, made deliveries and helped customers into 
the evenings. Whenever he was home, he worked 
in the shop. He never complained; he simply did 
what needed to be done. Their children helped in 
the summers, and they employed staff throughout 
the years — several of whom stayed for decades. 
Frank led by example—calm, dependable—and 
his quiet integrity and sense of humor left a lasting 
impression on countless fishermen.

In 2025, Nesheim Bait and Tackle was inducted 
into the Minnesota Fishing Hall of Fame, honoring 
the 35 years of dedication the Nesheims and staff 
showed serving Minnesota anglers.

Frank was preceded in death by his parents, his 
brother Eugene (Sonny) Nesheim, and his sister 
Lois Garvey. He is survived by his wife, Lucy; his 
four children, Chris Nesheim-Plonsky (Dave), Julie, 
Nancy Davis (Bruce), and Eric (Karla); four grand-
children, and many nieces and nephews.

Frank was a devoted fan of the Timberwolves, 
Twins, Vikings, and Gophers—a loyal Minnesota 
sports fan to the end.



NewsHopperTM 	 December 13, 2025	 3www.NewsHopper.net

G O T  A N  U N WA N T E D 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ 
programs help veterans find 
work or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-
1046. (mcn)
Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange a 
swift, nocost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax 
credit for 2025. Call Heritage 
for the Blind Today at 1-855 
977-7030 today! (mcn)

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-888-429-2331 today! 
(mcn)

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage for 
400 plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance -NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-973-
9175 www.dental50plus.
com/midwest #6258 (mcn))

AT T E N T I O N  O X Y G E N 
THERAPY USERS! Discover 
Oxygen Therapy That Moves 
with You with Inogen Porta-
ble Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 
1-833-650-5916. (mcn)

Don’t Pay For Covered 
Home Repairs Again! Our 
home warranty covers ALL 
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. We stand by 
our service and if we can’t 
fix it, we’ll replace it! Pick the 
plan that fits your budget! 
Call: 1-833-816-2128. (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? 
Call today to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-833-641-6323. 
(mcn)
INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? 
Don’t Accept the insurance 
company’s first offer. Many 
injured parties are entitled 
to cash settlements in the 
$1000’s. Get a free evalua-
tion to see what your case 
is really worth. 100% Free 
Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-
879-1534. (mcn)
Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-877-228-5789 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It’s a power move. (mcn)

The Next 
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 Deadline is 
Monday, January 5 at Noon for the January 10, 2026 issue.

NO MORE CLEANING 
OUT GUTTERS. Guaran-
teed! LeafFilter is backed 
by a no-clog guarantee and 
lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-855-577-
1268 to schedule a FREE 
inspection and no obligation 
estimate. Plus get 75% off 
installation and a bonus 
$250 discount! Limited time 
only. Restrictions apply, see 
representative for warranty 
and offer details. (mcn)
THE BATHROOM OF YOUR 
DREAMS in as little as 1 day. 
Limited Time Offer - $1000 
off or No Payments and 
No Interest for 18 months 
for customers who qualify. 
BCI Bath & Shower. Many 
options available. Quality 
materials & professional 
installation. Senior & Military 
Discounts Available. Call 
Today! 1-833-618-1178. 

NEW AND USED SAFES 
FOR SALE  • 
Safe repair and 
locked sa fes 
opened  • Heavy 
and light duty 
gun safes and 
vault doors on 
hand  •  H igh 
security safes for 
gold and silver   
320-360-5431  
  w52

 
GOT JUNK? CALL THE 
JUNK REMOVAL EXPERTS 
AT 218-833-9664 OR VISIT 
US AT elitejunkprosmn.
com FREE ESTIMATES  w39

To Place An Ad   
Call 218-821-1393 or 
 www.newshopper.net
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 Classified Order Form
Name__________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________

City_ ___________________________ State _________ Zip_ _____________
All ads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment. 

Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 	

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Classified Rates

75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum)
Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad.  

Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide  printed maximum size)

We are not responsible for error due to illegible 
copy or missing punctuation.  Punctuation does 
not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail 

and web address counts as one word.
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PO Box 562
Ironton, MN 56455

Send
to:

www.NewsHopper.net • hopper@crosbyironton.net 
 

Add a photo for 
$12.00 per issue

To Figure the Cost of Your Ad
Number of Words	 ________________

Rate per Word	 x________________

Additional Costs	 +_ ______________

Total Per Week	 ________________

Number of Weeks	 x________________

TOTAL COST OF AD	 ________________

Thank you for your order!
Please make check payable to the 
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75¢

Get your Get your       

WebsiteWebsite
 TODAY! TODAY!

We Help You Reach Your Goals!

Curious to see the potential of your new website?
Contact us today to request your 

FREE no-obligation design demo!
StellarWebPros.com

Professional & affordable website 
design services tailored to you! 

or update

                                     Week of November 30, 2025             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

        
MISCELLANEOUSWANTED TO BUY

MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today! 

GET DISH 
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! 

Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

Classi  ed Advertising 
That is EASY

Your newspaper 
representative can 
provide complete 

details or you can call 
MNA: 612/332-8844

The Minnesota Classi  ed 
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your 
advertising dollar with 

classi  ed advertising that 
reaches over 1MILLION 

READERS

STATEWIDE ADS ONLY $279

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

MDAN

2x4
2x8

2x2

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 11/30/2025 North

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

MDAN

2x4
2x8

2x2

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 11/30/2025 North

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

MDAN

2x4
2x8

2x2

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 11/30/2025 North

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. 
This offer expires 12/30/25. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 
**Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify/Participating 
dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2025 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(833) 618-1178CALL 
NOW

$1000 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 12/30/2025

0% Interest
For 18 Months**

$1500OFF when fi nancing
with remodelingloans.com**

OR

OR

CALL 1-877-383-4389 
PITTMANDAVIS.COM/P6YG01 USE CODE: P6YG01
Good while supplies last. Some restrictions may apply. 
Limit 5 tins per customer. IC: P6YG01

SAVE 
32%

R E G .  $ 2 9 . 9 9 

NOW 
$19.99 
+ $7.99 SHIPPING

855-502-6514TOLL
FREE 

BOGO
40% OFF*

+ $200 OFF
Your Entire Purchase*

OFFER ENDS 12/31

Minimum purchase of 4

Minimum purchase of 4

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (888) 429-2331 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

888-429-2331
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (888) 429-2331.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt4
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Jason Brezinsky Directors:
Jerry Thompson • Tad Brezinsky

Locally Owned  & Operated

,

  www.duffneyrefrigeration.com

DUFFNEY REFRIGERATION, DUFFNEY REFRIGERATION, INC.INC.DUFFNEY REFRIGERATION, DUFFNEY REFRIGERATION, INC.INC.
the coolest guys aroundthe coolest guys around

Call Chris Call Chris 
218-330-1727218-330-1727  cell cell 

Serving Central Minnesota | 218-927-6777Serving Central Minnesota | 218-927-6777
Phone:   1-866-383-3639 (1-866-DUFFNEY)Phone:   1-866-383-3639 (1-866-DUFFNEY)

Whether it’s heating 
REPAIRS, MAINTENANCE, or a BRAND-NEW SYSTEM, 

count on us to bring the heat,
 when it matters most.

Stay Cozy Stay Cozy && Warm Warm
Your Comfort is Our Priority!

Proudly serving the Lakes Area

Trusted • Local • Ready when you need us!

Call us for
 cabin 

winterization
 service 

LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES
(Published in NewsHopper

 Saturday, Nov. 29, 
Dec. 6 &13, 2025)

 LIBBY TOWNSHIP
BOARD MEETING
The Libby Township Board 

will meet at 1:00 p.m. on Tues-
day, December 16, 2025 at the 
Palisade Community Center. 
Township supervisor Tom An-
derson may attend remotely 
via phone or Zoom. The pur-
pose of this meeting shall be 
to discuss and decide mat-
ters that may come before the 
board. 

Dated this 20th day
 of November, 2025

Jane Grimsbo Jewett, clerk
Libby Township   

2.91

(Published in NewsHopper
 Sat., Dec. 6 & 13, 2025)

  HAZELTON 
TOWNSHIP NOTICE 

OF  FILING FOR
 TOWNSHIP OFFICE

Notice is hereby given 
to the residents of Hazelton 
Township that the annual filing 
for election of officers opens 
December 30, 2025 and con-
tinues through January 13, 
2026.  The following positions 
are to be filled at the election 
on March 10, 2026.

Supervisor – 3 year term
Clerk – 2 year term
If you wish to file for candi-

dacy, please file with the town-
ship clerk by appointment; 
contact at 218-678-3389 or 
email hazeltonclerk@gmail.
com.  The Hazelton Township 
Clerk will be available from 
1:00p.m. to 5:00p.m. on the 
last day, January 13, 2026 for 
filing as required by law.

Filing fee is $2.00.
Dated this 1st day of

December 2025
KAY OLSON,

  Clerk Hazelton Township
4.6
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Let Ruttger'sLet Ruttger's do all the holiday cooking & cleaning! 

Host Your Holidays at Ruttger's     Host Your Holidays at Ruttger's     
Call 218-678-4626218-678-4626 to book your 
office holiday party/gathering. 

Pool Punch Passes
available for purchase at 

the Front Desk

POOL OPENPOOL OPEN
 Front Desk/ Lobby Shop/ Pool Hours

Sunday-Wednesday 7 a.m.- 8 p.m. 
Thursday-Saturday 7 a.m.- 10 p.m. 

Call 218-678-2885 to BOOK A FUN POOL PARTY BOOK A FUN POOL PARTY 
for your kids, friends, or family celebrations. 

The

— Bear Pine Bar & Ruby's — 

The Garage Winter Hours
 Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Sunday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.   

ruttgersretail.com

— Ruttger's Retail — 

Friday, Dec. 12 
Meet & Greet with the Grinch 5 p.m. 

Bonfire & Pudgie Pies 7 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 13
Grinch Crafts 10:30 -11:30 a.m.

Pre-registration required for Grinch Crafts
Snowball Toss–Games 1:30 - 2:30 p.m.

Grinchy Bingo 
with Hot Cocoa Bar 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 14
Holiday Photo Op 9 -10 a.m.

ALL WEEKEND LONG:
• Dine at Rubyville Bistro

• Whoville Scavenger Hunt
• Whoville Games (Ballroom)

INDOOR: scavenger hunt, corn-hole, pickleball, 
pool, Giant Jenga, ladder golf, cozy fires, board 

games & puzzles

OUTDOOR: snowshoeing, Hok skiing, hiking
(weather permitting)

Thursday 4 p.m. - 8 p.m. • Friday 11 a.m .- 8 p.m. • Saturday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. • Sunday  9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Serving Ruby's Menu 

Winter Hours

• Festivus Celebration  Dec. 20
• Santa's Stop Over Weekend Dec. 26 – 28 

• New Year's Eve Dec. 31
25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood • 218-678-2885 •  ruttgers.com  

ruttgers.com/events/the-grinchiest-weekend

Dec.  12 - 14
 Grinchiest Weekend

Cindy Lou Who Cindy Lou Who 
SPECIALSSPECIALS

  at The Garage  & at The Garage  & 
Bay Lake  Salon & SpaBay Lake  Salon & Spa

Cindy Lou Who 
SPECIALS

 at The Garage  & 
Bay Lake  Salon & Spa

Upcoming
 Events

Somerset, Wisconsin; Scandia, 
Hugo, Elk River and more.

Since it was Fishhouse Pa-
rade Day in Aitkin the Sip n 
Stroll shared space with the 
snowmobiles. Block North 
had a bar open there and peo-
ple could take their drink and 
look around town. Down the 
block, the Methodist Church 
folks served hot goodies by 
GuidePoint Pharmacy.

The Sno-Drifters invite you 
to participate in their upcom-

ing cash raffle, youth training, 
ladies’ ride, memorial ride for 
passed away members and 
more. Check their Facebook 
page and web page for events.

To raise money for the club, 
they host a meat raffle and  vir-
tual racing at the Locker Room 
in downtown Aitkin, on the 1st 
and 3rd Wednesdays at 5 p.m.

The SnoDrifters raise money 
to pay for grooming equip-
ment, groomer operators, 
insurance, heat, upkeep of the 

clubhouse and more. They are 
still paying for the $100,000 
used Piston Bulley groomer 
that they acquired.

The snowmobile display 
was a great kickoff before the 
big Fishhouse Parade and a 
great place for Sip N Strollers 
to wander afterward. With the 
way that this show doubled 
over last year, it seems that 
Aitkin’s Vintage Snowmobile 
Display is one of the best in 
the area. 

By ANN SCHWARTZ
Snowmobiles took over 3rd 

St. NW in Aitkin as part of the 
Sip N Stroll event for Fishhouse 
Parade Day.

The Aitkin SnoDrifters and 
Mille Lacs Trails snowmobile 
clubs worked together on a 
historic display of sleds along 
with bonfires and a warming 
tent.

“We increased from 17 
units last year to 34 this year, 
though the weather was a little 
warmer,” noted John Buhl-
mann, Aitkin. Buhlmann, who 
works at Graphic Packaging in 
Crosby, is an active member of 
the SnoDrifters Snowmobile 
Club of Aitkin. “To attract 
more snowmobile owners to 
join our display, we did lots 
of  advertising,” explained 
Buhlmann.

The furthest participant trav-
eled from Somerset Wisconsin. 
Of special note where two 
Arctic Cat units— one of the 
earliest snowmachines. The 
entire display showed  every-
thing from Teardrops Ski-Doos 
from the late 60s and Scorpi-
ons made right in Crosby.

“We actually partner with 
Mille Lacs Trails,” continued 
Buhlmann. “We take over 
the street and build up two 
bonfires. We have the warm-
ing tent there and  Mille Lacs 
Trails has clothes for sale. We 
sell snowmobile club mem-
berships and tickets for our 
cash raffle.”

Aitkin SnoDrifters all cash 
raffle continues until Febru-
ary.  The top prize is $3,000 
with other prizes of $1,500 

and $1,000. Get tickets 
from any Aitkin SnoDrifters 
member or message the 
club on Facebook to get 
tickets.

“As people wandered 
around and talked about 
snowmobile memories, 
they were able to vote 
on four people’s choice 
awards,” explained Buhl-
mann.

Prizes were given for re-
stored and unrestored; first and 
second place in each category.

Prize amounts were $250 
for first place and $125 for 
second.

Restored First Place went 
to Tom Lundberg, Aitkin,  for 
his 1970 Arctic Cat Panther. 
Second place restored went to 
Kermit Espeseth for his 1967 
Evinrude. Unrestored First 
Place went to Steve Morgan, 
Aitkin for his 1980 Polaris 
Centurian. Unrestored Sec-
ond Place went to Doug (un-
known last name) for his 1960s 
Bridgestone motorcycle con-
verted to a snowmobile. One 
of a kind prototype model.

Entrants came from Aitkin 
and all around the area: Mora, 

Snowmobiles took over the streets in northern Minnesota town

Sip N Strollers were able 
to relax as they viewed the 
Vintage Snowmobile Display 
and other sites before and 
after the Fish House Parade 
in Aitkin

Wes and Becky Vork of Carlton 
brought this unrestored Arctic Cat.

out the years, but by the 2025 
holiday season, downtown 
Aitkin was in need of a pizazz 
boost again.

Enter from stage left: a 
great stream of local talented 
artisans created windows to 
make the downtown take 
on a vibrant, holiday ready 
vibe. Some of the artists who 
painted holiday scenes on 
downtown Aitkin windows 
were Jean Gravelle, Gina 
Hasskamp, Wanda McGuire, 
Sue Kanz, Caitlin Trotter, and 
Shelby Coombs.

“Stephanie Mollet, execu-
tive director from the Aitkin 
Chamber, got the ball rolling 
to paint retail windows and 
local businesses and volun-
teers took it from there,” said 
Wanda. “It was great to see 
everyone step up and add this 
improvement to downtown 
for the holidays.”

Adding the windows and 
lights really makes Aitkin a 
welcoming holiday destina-
tion. Visitors will also wish 
to shop, eat, drink, take in a 
show and all that Aitkin has 
to offer.

By ANN SCHWARTZ
Put yourself back into the 

holiday season of 1965. 
Strolling through downtown 
Aitkin, you hear the piped in 
music. See the whimsical and 
lovely decorations, includ-
ing scenes, characters and 
cartoons painted on retail 
and office windows. Other 
stores sport lights and creative 
Christmas displays to add a 
great vibe, like at Toby and 
Jen’s Christmas Store. Wait 
– some of this happened in 

2025, not 1965.
Someone started talking re-

cently about nostalgia about 
when school students painted 
downtown windows. That is 
before my time in Aitkin, but 
I am from the era in the 1990s 
in Aitkin when the newspaper 
had its windows painted with 
whimsical scenes and char-
acters. Other places hung 

lights shaped like objects 
(wreaths, angels, etc.) on 
wires (Sandy DeMenge of 
McGregor sold these Holiday 
DeLites). Many stores hung 
the Mississippi Town vintage 
Christmas banners (one of 
which can now be seen at 
Toby’s Christmas Shop). There 
have also been several phases 
of décor in the street through-

Holiday tradition revived in downtown Aitkin

The Grinch helps decorate at  
Lori’s Hair Studio.

Grinchy scenes painted on the Shirt’s Plus expansive display windows in Aitkin on Minnesota 
Avenue North.		   Ann Schwartz photos 

Self guided tour: If you start at the stoplight in Aitkin, head 
north and watch for windows on both sides of Minnesota 
Avenue. Walking is the best way to view the windows. Then 
return back to the stoplight and head south and find them 
on the east side of the street at Curio North, All Through the 
House and Beginigins. Then check out the hair salon Sheer 
Obsession and the Jaques Art Center west of the stoplight.

Block North window display.
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