
HomeFirst hosts
‘Beers & Bows’
holiday gift-
wrapping event
Supports children who are
experiencing homelessness

By William Bellou
Publisher 

H
omeFirst recently hosted Beers & Bows,
a community event where volunteers
wrap presents for children experiencing

homelessness. The event was held at Hapa's
Brewing Company in Willow Glen.  

"The holidays can be a time of joy and abun‐
dance for some, but a challenging time for oth‐
ers,” said Annette Pizzo, HomeFirst Director of
Community Engagement. “With Beers & Bows,
we aim to reduce stress for parents and ensure
that all children ‐ despite their families’ financial
circumstances and housing status ‐ are able to
receive a holiday gift and feel the holiday spirit.” 

HomeAid Northern California generously

donated enough presents for the approximately
430 children whose families are served through
HomeFirst’s Santa Clara County‐based pro‐
grams. The gifts include Legos, games, soccer
balls, dolls, action figures, art supplies, toy
cars, and books. The presents, which are suit‐
ed to a variety of ages and interests, will be
distributed to parents by HomeFirst staff.

About HomeFirst
HomeFirst is a nonprofit organization work‐

ing passionately to end homelessness. We
serve the Bay Area community through low‐
barrier programming (prevention, outreach,
shelters, and interim and permanent hous‐
ing programs) and systems leadership – meet‐
ing each person where they are by offering
support and resources that address immedi‐
ate and long‐term housing needs. The agency
is currently honoring its 45th year of serv‐
ice. 

Local volunteers
help birds — and
native habitats
— thrive

By Michele Dexter
Special to the Times

Have you ever thought about placing a bird‐
house in your yard? 

Thanks to a dedicated network of local vol‐
unteers, thousands of birds in the Santa Clara
Valley have found safe places to nest—and
many residents have discovered the joy of
watching them.

For 24 years, longtime Almaden Valley vol‐
unteer Lee Pauser has been installing and mon‐
itoring nest boxes for 18 species of cavity‐nest‐
ing birds, from Western Bluebirds to Ameri‐
can Kestrels and Barn Owls. His careful cus‐
tomization and meticulous record‐keeping
have helped launch more than 23,000 birds
into the world—many from species once

depleted by development.
Across 24 nesting seasons, Pauser has doc‐

umented 7,500 broods containing 36,000 eggs.
Of those, 31,000 hatched, and 23,000 nestlings
successfully fledged. At his busiest, Pauser
monitored 530 nest boxes across city and coun‐
ty parks, golf courses, a community garden, and

even IBM’s local campuses.
All this data is reported to Cornell Universi‐

ty’s NestWatch program and the California
Bluebird Recovery Program, where it supports
academic research on bird populations.

Pauser hasn’t done this alone. Over the years, 
See BIRDS, page 6

Left: Lee Pauser servicing a barn owl box in 2023. Right: Barn owl with owlets. Photos by Amanda Newlove

I
n celebration of the 60th
Anniversary of The Original
San José Nutcracker, San Jose

Dance Theatre is delighted to
introduce a special new tradition:
Guest Community Chimney
Sweeps, featuring notable local
leaders and beloved public figures
in cameo appearances through‐
out Nutcracker weekend.

Traditionally, chimney sweeps
have long been considered sym‐
bols of good fortune — folklore
says that shaking a chimney
sweep’s hand brings luck for the
year ahead. In this milestone pro‐
duction, each guest will bring their
own magic, personality, and San
José spirit to this whimsical role,
honoring both the past and future
of this beloved holiday produc‐
tion.

“This is such a joyful way to
honor our community while 

See NUTCRACKER, page 3
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San Jose Dance 
Theatre announces
community guest
artists for 60th 
anniversary ‘Chim-
ney Sweep’ cameo
roles in The Original
San José Nutcracker

Volunteers display some of the presents wrapped for homeless children during  HomeFirst’s sponsored
event Beers & Bows; a volunteer wraps a present ready for delivery to a child experiencing homelessness. 
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Nutcracker
Continued from page 1
celebrating 60 years of Nutcracker magic in San José,”
says Elizabeth Sweeney, Executive Director of San Jose
Dance Theatre. “Each guest sweep embodies the col‐
laborative, community‐centered heart of SJDT.”

San Jose Dance Theatre is proud to welcome the fol‐
lowing guest chimney sweeps:

Guest Chimney Sweep Appearances
• December 13, 2:00 PM: Viscount Michael North –

San Jose Restaurateur
• December 13, 7:30 PM: Elizabeth Sweeney – SJDT

Alumna & Executive Director
• December 14, 2:00 PM: Ron Murietta – Arts Indus‐

try Support Director, San Jose Office of Economic Devel‐
opment & Cultural Affairs

• December 20, 2:00 PM: Shan Berries – Radio Host
at Mix 106.5, Founder of Shades By Shan Cosmetics
& The MamaBerries Foundation

• December 20, 7:30 PM: Holly Barr – Realtor &
Founder of Willow Glen Charm

• December 21, 2:00 PM: Matt Mahan – Mayor of
San José

Each guest artist will appear live on stage in their
scheduled performance, contributing to the joy, humor,
and theatrical sparkle of this long‐standing holiday
tradition.

This special addition is part of San Jose Dance The‐
atre’s ongoing celebration of its Diamond Jubilee year,
honoring the generations of dancers, families, and
local supporters who have made The Original San José
Nutcracker a cherished cultural landmark for six

decades.
About San Jose Dance Theatre
Founded in 1964, San Jose Dance Theatre is a pre‐

mier nonprofit arts organization dedicated to excel‐
lence in dance training, performance, and communi‐
ty enrichment. For 60 years, SJDT has brought the
magic of The Nutcracker to Silicon Valley and provided
world‐class ballet education to young dancers across
the region.
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The Original San José Nutcracker, San Jose Dance Theatre is
introducing a special new tradition: Guest Community Chimney
Sweeps, featuring notable local leaders and beloved public fig-
ures in cameo appearances at  Nutcracker weekend perform-
ances. Among those appearing this year are (left to right) Eliz-
abeth Sweeney, Executive Director of San Jose Dance Theatre;
Nicole Haskins, Artistic Director of San Jose Dance Theatre,
San Jose Mayor Matt Mahan, and John Torrey, Board Presi-
dent of San Jose Dance Theatre.
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Keep deliveries safe
this holiday season
By Domingo Candelas

D
uring the holi‐
day season, the
surge in shop‐

ping, travel, and gath‐
erings can lead to an
increase in package
theft, mail tampering,
and home burglaries.
By following these
SJPD holiday safety tips
using this link:
https://tinyurl.com/
589buemf ‐ you and
your family can help
keep your home and
deliveries secure—and enjoy the
holidays with peace of mind.

To protect your packages, many
neighbors have found success
using alternate delivery options
like package lockers and in‐store
pickup. If you are sending out mail,

dropping it off directly at the post
office is a safer choice than leav‐
ing it in your mailbox. 

It's also important to take steps
to secure your home, even if you're

only going out for a
short period of time.
Make sure all doors,
windows, garages, and
outdoor storage areas
are locked before you
leave your home. Using
timer‐controlled lights
or leaving a car in the
driveway can help
make your home
appear occupied. 

And, as always, our
neighborhoods are
stronger when we look

out for one another. So, if you’re
gone, consider asking a neighbor
to grab your mail or keep an eye
on your home. 

It is my pleasure and privilege
to serve as your City Coun‐
cilmember. 

Pickleball 
popularity hits
a 300 percent
increase 

P
ickleball has become a very
popular sport across Amer‐
ica. 

With a 311% explosion in par‐
ticipation over 3 years, which U.S.
cities are most pickleball‐
obsessed?

To celebrate the USA Pickleball
National Championships from Nov.
15 to 23, the website Lawn Love
looks ahead to rank the Best Cities
for Pickleball in 2026.

It’s not all fun and games —
there’s real money on the line for
professional players. Major League
Pickleball (MLP) and the Profes‐
sional Pickleball Association (PPA)
collectively paid out over $30 mil‐
lion in prize money and earnings
to professional picklers in 2024. 

To rank the cities, we considered
access to pickleball courts and
tournaments, the size of the local
pickleball community — from
Meetup groups to MLP teams —
and local interest in the sport from
Google searches, among 11 total

metrics.  
Here are the top 20 states for

playing pickleball. San Jose ranks
60th.
1 New York NY
2 Houston TX
3 Chicago IL
4 Miami FL
5 Atlanta GA
6 Las Vegas NV
7 Charlotte NC
8 Cincinnati OH
9 Mesa AZ
10 Los Angeles CA
11 Austin TX
12 St. Louis MO
13 San Diego CA
14 Seattle WA
15 Orlando FL
16 Tucson AZ
17 Dallas TX
18 Minneapolis MN
19 Scottsdale AZ
20 Tampa FL

Read the full story here:
https://lawnlove.com/blog/best‐
cities‐playing‐pickleball‐usa 

Sacred Heart issuing
urgent call for 
donations of frozen
turkeys, hams, and
chickens for Christmas 

By Sean Eastwood
Times staff writer

S
acred Heart Community Service
has issued an urgent call for dona‐
tions of frozen turkeys, chickens,

and hams to meet their goal of distrib‐
uting Christmas food boxes to 3,200
community members starting Monday,
December 15th. 

Sacred Heart relies on the generosi‐
ty of neighbors to help ensure every
family has a joyful, nourishing holiday
meal. Donations can be dropped off at
1381 South First Street in San Jose dur‐
ing the hours listed below.

Each Christmas food box contains
about 50 pounds of 6non‐perishable
goods, fresh produce, bread, and a choice

of turkey, chicken, or ham, totaling about $200 worth
of groceries. 

With rising food costs and ongoing cuts to SNAP
benefits, these holiday boxes offer relief to families
making difficult choices between rent, fuel, and food. 

Hours: Monday to Thursday: 7 am to 4 pm
Saturday: 9 am to 12 pm
1381 South First Street, San Jose, CA 95110
Make a monetary donation:
https://www.sacredheartcs.org/holidays25
To donate food items or make an online gift, please

visit https://www.sacredheartcs.org/holidays25.
To volunteer, visit https://www.sacredheartcs.

org/volunteer.

Federal funds on the way to help
upgrade VTA low-emission bus fleet

T
he Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA)
will receive $20 million in federal funding for hybrid
diesel‐electric low‐emission buses as it builds its fleet

to help counter harmful environmental impacts. 
VTA is one of 24 agencies across California to receive fund‐
ing made possible by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law
passed in 2023. 

“Replacing outdated buses with low‐emission hybrids isn’t
optional—it’s essential,” said Carolyn Gonot, General Man‐

ager/CEO of the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Author‐
ity. “Government funding is critical to reducing harmful
emissions, safeguarding public health, and ensuring our
transit systems remain resilient for the future.”

The federal Low‐No Program helps transit agencies buy
or lease U.S.‐made low‐ or zero‐emission buses and make
critical facility, station, and charging upgrades to facilitate
this transition. Transit agencies throughout California are
tasked with converting to zero‐emission/low emission fleets
by the year 2040. 

The funding is part of a nationwide federal investment of
$2 billion that will go to 165 transit projects in 45 states and
Washington, D.C.

Council
Report

Domingo Candelas,
District 8 Councilmember
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Candy Canes &
District Gains:
an end-of-year
reflection

By Dave Cortese

A
s another year draws to a
close, I want to take a
moment to reflect on all that

we’ve accomplished together in
2025.

Amid Christmas, Hanukkah,
Kwanzaa, and other
diverse holiday cele‐
brations, December is
also a prime time for
reflection. Let us take
this time to recommit
ourselves to the values
that make our district a
place of resilience, inno‐
vation, and hope.

In the Capitol, this year
undeniably brought its
share of challenges to
the State Legislature.
When fires ravaged Los
Angeles back in January and dev‐
astated the state budget, we recom‐
mitted ourselves to wildfire pre‐
vention and climate resilience with
bills such as SB 429 and SB 653.

We refocused on workforce

development with SB 61
and SB 597, public safe‐
ty with SB 753, educa‐
tional equity, housing,
veterinary care, and
much more. Together,
we secured funding for
critical infrastructure,
high‐speed rail, educa‐
tion, and sustainability.
And in the face of a tur‐
bulent federal adminis‐
tration, we fought to pre‐

serve due process and justice for
all. 

From our Unhoused Health Fair
in January and our 22nd Annual
Sacramento Bus Trip for Education
in May, to various town halls on

wildfire resilience, traffic concerns,
and legislative updates, our in‐dis‐
trict events this year have contin‐
ued to ensure that constituent voic‐
es are heard. 

Our 3rd Annual Picnic by the Lake
Multicultural Festival and Resource
Fair in late October was yet anoth‐
er tremendous success in the dis‐
trict. 

In this season of reflection, I hope
you’ll take pride in how far we’ve
come and join me in looking to 2026
with optimism and resolve. As we
look towards our upcoming
Unhoused Health Fair in late Jan‐
uary 2026, I encourage you to
donate coats to our District Office
Coat Drive for those in need. In

partnership with Opening Doors,
be sure to stop by our office (1155
Meridian Ave Suite 100, San Jose)
during business hours, drop off a
coat, and receive a receipt for your
donation. 

Wishing you and your loved ones
a joyful holiday season filled with
warmth, laughter, and connection.
Thank you for allowing me the con‐
tinued honor of serving as your
voice in the State Senate. As always,
if you need any help navigating
state services, accessing emergency
resources, or participating in local
events this month, please don’t hes‐
itate to call my District Office at
(408) 723‐4154 or send an email
to Senator.Cortese@sen.ca.gov. 

Our in-district events this year have continued to ensure that constituent voices are heard. 

Senate
Report

By Dave Cortese
State Senator
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Lawsuit challenges
San Jose’s license
plate surveillance
cameras

By Sean Eastwood
Times staff writer 

A
lawsuit has been filed accus‐
ing San Jose and its police
department of routinely vio‐

lating the California Constitution by
conducting warrantless searches of
the stored records of millions of driv‐
ers’ private habits, movements and
associations with the use of ALPRs.

ALPRs are high‐speed, computer‐
controlled cameras that automati‐
cally capture images of the license
plates of every driver that passes by.
There are currently nearly 500 ALPRs
– collecting millions of records per
month about people’s movements – and keeps
this data for an entire year. The cameras, the
ACLU suit alleges, represent “invasive mass‐
surveillance technology without any suspi‐
cion that the driver has broken the law.”

The lawsuit, filed in Santa Clara County
Superior Court by the Electronic Frontier
Foundation (EFF) and American Civil Lib‐
erties Union of Northern California (ACLU‐
NC) on behalf of the Services, Immigrant
Rights and Education Network (SIREN) and
the Council on American‐Islamic Relations
– California (CAIR‐CA), challenges San Jose
police officers’ practice of searching for loca‐
tion information collected by automated
license plate readers (ALPRs) without first
getting a warrant. 

The ACLU also has filed a Freedom of Infor‐
mation request, seeking disclosure of records
that reveal that immigration agents in Cali‐
fornia “have threatened, brandished guns,
and arrested those who record their raids.”

The lawsuit states:  “A person who regu‐
larly drives through an area subject to ALPR
surveillance can have their location infor‐
mation captured multiple times per day,”
“This information can reveal travel patterns
and provide an intimate window into a per‐
son’s life as they travel from home to work,
drop off their children at school, or park at

a house of worship, a doctor’s office, or a
protest. It could also reveal whether a per‐
son crossed state lines to seek health care in
California.”

The San Jose Police Department currently
permits its officers and other law enforce‐
ment officials from across the state to search

the ALPR database to instantly reconstruct
people’s locations over time – without first
getting a warrant.

“This is an unchecked police power to scru‐
tinize the movements of San Jose’s residents
and visitors as they lawfully travel to work,
to the doctor, or to a protest,” the lawsuit said.

San Jose’s ALPR surveillance program goes
beyond the norm in most California police
departments. Few California law enforce‐
ment agencies retain ALPR data for an entire
year, and few have deployed approximately
500 cameras.

The lawsuit, which names the city, Police
Chief Paul Joseph and Mayor Matt Mahan as
defendants, asks the court to stop the city
and its police from searching ALPR data with‐
out first obtaining a warrant. 

The lawsuit contends that the Fourth
Amendment to the Constitution protects loca‐
tion information reflecting people’s physical
movements, even in public spaces.

“The California Constitution is even more
protective of location privacy, at both Article
I, Section 13 (the ban on unreasonable search‐
es) and Article I, Section 1 (the guarantee of
privacy),” according to the suit. “The SJPD’s
widespread collection and searches of ALPR
information poses serious threats to com‐
munities’ privacy and freedom of movement." 

Automatic license plate reader cameras. Photo courtesy of
Electronic Frontier Foundation.
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Birds
Continued from page 1
he has built a community of vol‐
unteers who now help maintain
and monitor his many “trails” of
boxes. Among them are Amanda
Newlove, Steve Cassidy, and Jen‐
nifer Koga, who received recogni‐
tion alongside him at the Almaden
Valley Community Association’s
recent Thankful Together Cele‐

bration.
Local craftspeople Bruce Wat‐

son and Chuck Wade build many
of the boxes used on Pauser’s trails
and also supply nest boxes for
groups such as the Santa Clara Val‐
ley Bird Alliance, local scouts, and
school classrooms. Residents can
learn nest‐box care and building
through SCVBA programs.

The ripple effects of Pauser’s
work can be seen throughout the

community. In 2006, nest boxes
he installed in Guadalupe River
Park produced the first Western
Bluebird nest in downtown San
José in 50 years. Some residents
have even reported bluebirds nest‐
ing in backyard boxes he provid‐
ed.

Pauser has also assisted with
Barn Owl rehabilitation, helping
foster or release 107 rescued
owlets in partnership with the

Wildlife Center of Silicon Valley.
Volunteerism extends beyond

birds. Steve Cassidy, a Santa Clara
County Parks Land Steward, has
spent five years restoring native
habitat in Santa Teresa County
Park. He has planted more than
800 native trees, shrubs, and wild‐
flowers, many grown from seed
in his own backyard, and main‐
tains an impressive 85% survival
rate. Cassidy combines planting
with invasive‐species removal
and even hand‐waters young
plants during the summer. He also
monitors nest boxes in the park
and recently took on 67 more
from Pauser’s trails.

Amanda Newlove, an avid bird‐
er and accomplished nature pho‐
tographer, began monitoring 26
boxes in Santa Teresa Park in
2023 and now helps recruit and
support new volunteers. Thanks
to her efforts, Jennifer Koga mon‐
itors Pauser’s 36 boxes in
Guadalupe Oak Grove and Jeffery
Fontana Parks, as well as Barn
Owl boxes in Martial Cottle Park.

Together, these volunteers form
a growing network committed to

supporting native birds and
restoring local ecosystems. Their
work shows how much can be
accomplished when community
members give their time—and
their hearts—to nature.

Interested in helping local
wildlife?

You can learn more about nest‐
box building, habitat restoration,
and volunteer opportunities
through local organizations such
as the Santa Clara Valley Bird
Alliance.

A simple birdhouse in your yard
might be the start of something
much bigger.

About AVCA
The Almaden Valley Communi‐

ty Association (AVCA) is a non‐
partisan, volunteer‐led organiza‐
tion dedicated to helping residents
understand and engage with the
neighborhood issues that impact
everyday life. Through open, edu‐
cational forums and respectful dia‐
logue, we connect residents with
local leaders, subject‐matter ex‐
perts, and diverse viewpoints. 

To learn more about AVCA, visit
https://www.avcasj.org

Times Local News

May 2025: freshly hatching Western Bluebirds. Photo by Amanda Newlove
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History San Jose
looks forward to
2026 events

By Bill Schroh, Jr.

M
erry Christmas, Happy
Hanukkah, Kwanzaa Wishes,
and Happy Holidays! 

As we close out 2025, I would like to
thank all of you for your support of His‐
tory San José over the past season.
Whether you attended an event or fes‐
tival, visited the park, became a mem‐
ber, or gave a donation, your support
means the world to us!

Without supporters like you, we
would be unable to offer new events and festi‐
vals, create exciting education programs, and pro‐
vide you with the best museum experience we
can offer! Just because the year is almost up does‐
n’t mean that our work at HSJ comes to a halt.
Yes, we will take a breath, enjoy the Holidays with
our families and friends, and regroup‐ but we are
also hard at work planning our amazing 2026
season!  

As you all know, history can be viewed through
many different lenses. Two people could live
through the same moment, but their narratives
are often very different. This is happening at His‐
tory Park right now! We will be looking at the
mid‐1960s through two different angles this week‐
end. First, our brand‐new exhibit: South Bay Flash‐
back: Riffs, Rhythms, and Revolution. The exhib‐

it explores the politics of the counterculture that
underpinned much of the music of the1960s
through pieces from Bill Guardino’s private col‐
lection. 

Guardino’s posters, fliers, underground news‐
papers and business cards chronicle the bands,

venues, publications, and radio stations
that made up San Jose’s Rock and Roll
landscape in the 1960s. Meanwhile, a
totally different view of the mid 1960s
will be taking place at our annual mem‐
bers’ Heritage Holiday Tea. Our mid‐
century holiday themed tea, complete
with silver and pink tinsel trees, peri‐
od decor, and a period‐inspired menu
looks at the art, architecture and cloth‐
ing styles of the midcentury design
movement. Both things were happen‐
ing at the same time yet show very dif‐
ferent views of the 1960s! 

While winter is a time of celebration, it can also
be a time for reflection. I am sad to report that
two important members of the History San José
family passed away over the last few months. In
October we lost Robert J. Bettencourt, a long‐time
benefactor of History San José. Rob was instru‐
mental in bringing the Pasetta House, which was
the home of his grandparents, to History Park. 

On November 29th Loc Vu, founder of the Immi‐
grant Resettlement & Cultural Center (IRCC) and
the Viet Museum passed away. He founded the
Viet Museum in 2008 because he felt that it was
important to share the Vietnamese American
experience so that future generations would know
the stories of their ancestors. These two giants
of San Jose will be missed, but their legacies will
live on at History San José.

History
San José
Bill Schroh, Jr.

President & CEO

Make the ‘Nice’ list:
Donate blood this

Holiday season.



San José Public
Library reveals top
checkouts of 2025

S
J Library members’ reading trends
feature a children’s favorite as over‐
all leader for a second year in a row.

As another year comes
to a close, San José Pub‐
lic Library (SJPL) is excit‐
ed to share the most
checked out titles by its
library members in 2025. 

From humorous gra‐
phic novels to transfor‐
ming historical fiction,
this year’s top picks cel‐
ebrate the diverse inter‐
ests of our community
and highlight the library’s
pivotal role in fostering a
love for reading and
learning.  

The following titles are
the top checked‐out books
of 2025 at SJPL: 

Taking the crown as the
most checked‐out title in the “Adult” age
group, Kristin Hannah’s The Women,
sweeps readers into a compelling coming
of age story. 

The prequel to The Hunger Games, The
Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes by Suzanne
Collins, remains the top pick for “Teen”

readers for two consecutive years.
Once again, a Dav Pilkey title shines on

top in the “Children” age group, Dog Man:
The Scarlet Shedder, was the most checked‐
out title for that age group. 

Dog Man: The Scarlet Shredder by Dav
Pilkey also claims the number one spot as
SJPL’s top checked out book across all age
groups, genre, and formats, exemplifying
the unquestionable popularity of the Dog
Man series. For a second year, author Dav

Pilkey is one of only two
au‐thors listed in SJPL’s
top ten Children’s book‐
list.  

View the complete list
of the San José Public
Library’s top ten bor‐
rowed books in the adult,
teen, and children’s age
group at: https://www.
sjpl.org/BestOf2025.  

There, you can also
view the top five
checked out books in
Spanish, Vietnamese,
and Chinese, regardless
of age, genre and format.  

SJPL serves over
760,000 li‐brary card‐

holders and recorded an impressive 8.1
million items checked out over the past
year. To borrow items from SJPL, all you
need is a library card, which is free, easy,
and rewarding to have. 

For more information, visit: sjpl.org/
membership 
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Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 3.2 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 79797. 
Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping rates 

will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for sale 
in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 12/31/25.  |  25M8656  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 oz.) 
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.) 
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  8  FREEFREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 oz.)
79797SXA    separately $227.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE    

$8999

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe2931  
1.855.579.3217

61% OFF

WHEN YOU WANT
THE BEST
YOU WANT OMAHA STEAKS

You’ll love it or
your money back!

– MAKES A –
GREAT GIFT
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Times News

Call 877-436-2977 or visit HaleGroves.com/H6YP56
Mention Code H6YP56 for your savings on Items #483X or #485X. 
*$7.99 shipping & handling. Satisfaction completely guaranteed. This gift ships in December at the peak of 
freshness. Order by Dec. 19, 2025 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery. AZ, CA, TX & LA order by Dec. 12, 2025.

SINCE 1947  -  HALE GROVES, VERO BEACH, FL 32966 IC: H6YP56

SAVE

37%
includes shipping

REG. $49.99

NOW 
$3499

+$7.99
shipping

This gift box is the ideal gift for fruit and 
snack lovers alike. Perfect for sharing or 
gifting, this box brings a taste of sunshine 
and sweetness straight to your door.

SAVE 

30% 
BONUS DEAL! 

NOW $2999
+$7.99 
shipping

REG. 
$39.99  

#485X Hale Select Gift Box

#483X | Hale Select Deluxe Gift Box

The Pacific Mole Crab:
A vital yet vulnerable
member of California’s
coastal ecosystem

By Matthew Frazier
Times newspaper columnist 

T
he Pacific mole crab, scientifically
known as Emerita analoga, is an intrigu‐
ing marine species that thrives along

California's sandy beaches. 
This small crab, usually measuring about

two inches in length, is a critical component
of intertidal ecosystems found predomi‐
nantly along the picturesque shores of Santa
Cruz and Half Moon Bay. 

In the effort to understand and protect this
unique species, it is essential to recognize
the various challenges it faces, particularly
as we look forward to 2026. The populations
of Pacific mole crabs along California's cen‐
tral coastline are currently at risk from a
multitude of environmental changes and
human‐induced threats that pose serious
challenges to their survival. 

Among the foremost threats confronting
sand crabs are issues related to domoic acid
toxicity. Domoic acid is a potent neurotoxin
produced by harmful algal blooms, whose
proliferation is often caused by specific envi‐
ronmental conditions such as nutrient runoff
and rising sea temperatures. As these blooms
expand, they can accumulate in sand crabs
and other marine organisms, posing severe
health risks not only to the animals them‐
selves but also to humans who inadvertently

consume contaminated seafood. 
Public awareness increased this year

regarding the ramifications of domoic acid
prompted new regulations to safeguard pub‐
lic health. Exposure to this toxin can lead to
severe neurological disorders and is even
associated with fatalities in extreme cases.
The situation is pressing as ocean conditions
continue to shift due to climate change, exac‐
erbating the frequency and intensity of harm‐
ful algal blooms and the associated risks.

Pollution, particularly plastic waste and
heavy metal contamination, intensifies the
adverse impacts on Pacific mole crabs. They
are prone to ingesting plastic debris, mistaking
it for food, which can result in severe health
issues, including intestinal blockages and
exposure to harmful chemicals. 

Public awareness campaigns are crucial to
inform beachgoers and local communities
about the ecological importance of sand crabs
and the dangers of pollution. Collectively,
the understanding and conservation of
Emerita analoga are vital not only for the
species itself but also for the health of Cali‐
fornia’s coastal ecosystems. 

The small and intriguing marine species known
as the Pacific mole crab. 
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Mausoleum Crypt for sale Gutter Cleaning/Roof Repair

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

LIVING HOPE 
APOSTOLIC MIN-
ISTRIES
https://www.
livinghopeam.org
2650 Aborn Rd. 
San Jose, CA 95135
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Bible Study” (Group
Study Room) every
Saturday at 12:00pm
OUR MISSION: Evan-
gelizing our commu-
nity and the world
with the gospel of
Jesus Christ. OUR
MINISTRY:  Training
ministers on how to
use their love for God
to reach those in
need of His love.
OUR PASSION:
Transforming lives
within our community
with God’s love.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave.
San Jose, CA 95120.
The Rev. Shelley
Booth Denney, Rector
Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful
followers of Jesus
Christ. Through wor-
ship, study, fellow-

ship and outreach,
we strive to nur ture
and grow a strong
faith community of
believers, a family of
all ages, where each
member feels wel-
comed, loved, valued
and empowered to
serve. Children are
especially welcomed
and cherished as an
important par t of
God's family.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsan-
jose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum"
the English meaning is
"Peace be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who
are Muslims, and what
is the Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and
way of life. Islam
began in the 7th centu-
ry. People who follow
Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is
the Divine book that
guides Muslims to

practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English
meaning is " May Allah
(swt) protect you and
your family".
Please visit our website
to learn more.

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.Com
408-274-1200 
See you on Facebook.
2650 Aborn Rd at
Kettmann, across from
the Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 55 years. 
John Goldstein Pastor.
john@GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.com. Christian
worship every Sunday
at 11am. Together we
build better lives and a
better community.
Music Institute
(408)791 7772. After
School Piano, Violin,
Other classical Instru-
ments.
PreSchool, Ages 2-6
Caring for your child
with God’s love and
affection.
Check our website for
current activities.

HOLY SPIRIT
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our

promise to our mem-
bers. If you are looking
for an active Christian
faith community, we
invite you to experience
Holy Spirit Parish Com-
munity. All are wel-
come! We are located
at 1200 Redmond
Avenue, San Jose, CA
95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m.
Monday - Friday. Our
weekend Mass sched-
ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 6
p.m. Rite of Reconcilia-
tion is every Saturday
at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our
Parish Office is open
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
and Friday 9:00 a.m. -
3:00 p.m. Call 408-
997-5100 for recorded
information or 408-
997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. 

SAN JOSE 
GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148

The word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or
"student." A Sikh is a
practitioner of the faith
founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak
in Punjab of old British
India.  A Guru who is a
"teacher" or "enlighten-
er" completes the rela-
tionship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of
all men and women.
Sikhs believe in three
basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of
God (praying), earning
a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor
with others. Currently
there  are close to one
million Sikhs living in
the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs
living around the world.
Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome
all. We pray daily for
peace and prosperity
for everybody in the
world.  Come to visit
and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365
days of the year and
serves complementary
vegetarian meals.  We
also encourage you to
enter our history room

on site and walk the
beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us
and community events
we sponsor by visiting
our website;
http://www. SanJose-
Gurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF
ASSISI CATHOLIC
CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd.,
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1770
www.sfoasj.com
We invite you to join
our community of faith
located in the Ever-
green area of San
Jose. We are an inclu-
sive diverse communi-
ty striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus
Christ in the footsteps
of St. Francis, offering
prayerful and joyful
liturgies, evangeliza-
tion, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community.
We offer spiritual
opportunities for all
ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O Jr. High,
I.G.N.I.T.E. High
School, & North Star
Young Adult Ministries,
along with small faith
communities and
opportunities to help
the poor and marginal-
ized of San Jose.
Our Chapel, Gathering

Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
sion Center, Parish Gift
Shop, and Memorial
Garden are all located
at 5111 San Felipe Rd.
Please come join us in
worship at any of the
following times in our
Chapel: Weekdays (M-
Sa) at 8:30 AM; Satur-
days at 4:00 PM (Eng-
lish) and 5:30 PM
(Vietnamese); Sundays
at 8:00 AM (English),
10:00 AM (English),
12:00 PM (English),
4:00 PM (Vietnamese),
and 6:00 PM Youth
Mass (English). The
Villages Gated Com-
munity also features a
Mass on Sundays at
8:15 AM at the Cribari
Auditorium.
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Office open
M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00
PM. Come join us and

share your presence
with us so that together
we may grow and
share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

To place a worship 

listing, email 

times@

timesmediainc.com

Jewelry

Painting

I Buy Comic Books.
Cash Paid. Alex 
(408) 393‑1385

Buy/Sell

TimesClassifieds

Employment

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST
Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's in

International Trade related. $62421/yr, 
Pumyang Shipping America

Inc., 3494 Depot Rd, 
Hayward, CA 94545

Reflections Mausoleum 
For sale 254C double crypt in the beauti-
ful Refections Mausoleum at Los Gatos
Memorial Park. The crypt is a perfect
location, just above eye level.  Price:
29,500. The Cemetery will make all

transfers. (408) 455- 8696 Tony Ranieri;
OneGolfingWino@gmail.com

Shoe Repair
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