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Christmas Eve services at newly
reopened Court St. Baptlst Church

AUBURN - The
congregation of the Court
Street  Baptist ~ Church

(CSBC), Auburn, returned
to 129 Court Street for its
worship services and other
activities on Sunday, De-
cember 14,

Repairs and renova-
tions recently were com-
pleted to fix major damage
caused by the destructive
rain storm of July 25%
2023. The parishioners -
along with their new pastor,
Reverend William (“Pastor
Will”) Hough, are excited
to be coming ‘home,” and
are eager to welcome area
residents to join them then
and at the Christmas Eve
which will be celebrated at

6:pm on December 24" in
the historic church.

Pastor Will, who had
shepherded the Millinock-
et (Maine) Baptist Church
earlier in his ministry, re-
turned to Maine in Sep-
tember of this year after

serving parishes in Penn-

sylvania, West Virginia,
and Maryland. He already
has brought a new vitality
to CSBC, and is exhilarat-
ed at the prospect of having
new folks become part of
the 129 Court Street family.

Lewiston firefighter instructor
selected as Monster Finalist

LEWISTON, ME -
Daniel Thompson, a High
School Firefighter Instruc-
tor at Lewiston Regional
Technical Center was se-
lected as a Monster Final-
ist in the Wasabi Fenway
Bowl’s sixth annual Honor
Roll, a program that rec-
ognizes educators across
New England for their
dedication to students and
their communities. The

Wasabi Fenway Bowl is set
to take place on December
27 at Fenway Park.

Dan was on duty the
day of a tragic Portland fire
that claimed the lives of
several young adults. Years
later, when Lewiston was
shattered by a mass shoot-
ing, Dan answered a new
call to service by building
something that would out-
last tragedy; He found-

ed the region’s first high
school firefighter training
program.

The 15 educators fea-
tured in this year’s Hon-
or Roll, including Dan,
were nominated by their
peers for their outstanding
contribution and willing-
ness to go the extra mile.
Chosen out of 600 nomi-
nations across 100 cities

See Firefighter, page 14

6:00 p.m.
129 Court St
Auburn

COURT STREET §
BAPTIST CHURCH

All are welcome to return to:

Christmas
Eve Service

December Special Section
National Impaired Driving
Prevention Month

page 9

Farrington challenges Gov. Mills
no bid contracts

MAINE - Assistant
Senate Republican Leader
Matthew Harrington, R-
York, sent a letter to Gov-
ernor Janet Mills request-
ing answers surrounding
her administration’s use of
no-bid contracts. Sen. Har-
rington’s inquiry comes af-
ter changes have been made
to the cover page for no-bid
contracts and reporting on
numerous no-bid contracts
of questionable need.

Among the ques-
tionable no-bid contracts
Harrington highlights in
his letter are expenditures
on a “happiness expert,”
payments to statewide

news outlets for positive
coverage, and hundreds
of thousands of dollars
to house a non-citizen
at a residential care facility.

These expenditures,
along with State Auditor
Matt Dunlap’s 2024 Sin-
gle Audit Report, which
found dozens of material
weaknesses and significant
deficiencies in the adminis-
tration’s procurement pro-
cesses, raise serious con-
cerns about the use of both
state and federal taxpayer
funds.

“We’ve all seen re-
porting  about  absurd
no-bid expenditures

2026 dog licensing is

LEWISTON, ME -
The Lewiston City Clerk’s
Department reminds all
Lewiston dog owners it
is time to relicense their
pet for 2026. The state
law requires all dogs to
be licensed if they are six
months old or older. Per
state law, a dog’s license
expires December 31 of
each year and the deadline
to renew is by January 31.

Renewal notices
were mailed out last week
to approximately 2000 dog
owners who licensed their
dogs for 2025. Residents
may renew their pet’s li-
cense at City Hall or via
the mail-in portion of the
renewal notice by mailing
it in or delivering it to the
red City Hall drop box by
the Park St entrance. Li-
censes can also be renewed
online at the city’s website
at  www.lewistonmaine.
gov/123 and the tag for the
new year will be mailed to

the owner. If a dog owner
registers their dog via the
online program, they can
also sign up for the free
Maine microchip registra-
tion tracking service. The
dog’s microchip number
and microchip issuer can
be entered into the state da-
tabase for future tracking
should the dog get loose or
injured.

In order to license a
dog in Maine, the dog must
have a current rabies vac-
cination and this certificate
must be presented at the
time of licensing. If a dog
owner cannot locate their
copy, they should contact
their veterinarian’s office
to request a duplicate copy
of the rabies certificate. An
invoice or receipt from the
veterinarian’s office is not
acceptable proof.

Rabies is a serious
problem in the State. Res-
idents are urged to take the
time to protect their pet

coming from the Mills ad-
ministration. Now, on top
of that, they’ve changed
the non-competitive pro-
curement form to seeming-
ly make it easier to bypass
the competitive bidding
process,” said Assistant
Senate Republican Lead-
er Matthew Harrington,
R-York.

“Maine’s  taxpayers
deserve to know exactly
how their money is being
spent. I hope the Gover-
nor will answer the simple
questions I’ve posed to her
regarding her administra-
tion’s procurement pro-
cesses.”

underway

against this deadly virus.
If an animal is suspected
of having rabies, they are
quarantined. If during this
time, the signs of rabies
still appear, the only way
to test an animal for rabies
is to euthanize the animal.
Dog licensing ensures ra-
bies vaccination which
protects the health of your
pet as well as the health of
the community.

Annual license fees
are $6 for a dog that is
spayed or neutered and $11
for a dog that is not altered.

Questions can be di-
rected to the City Clerk’s
Department at 513-3124 or
cityclerkoffice@lewiston-
maine.gov.

Send all items for
What’s Going On
to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.

Ready to take the next step
in recovery?

The Center for Recovery at St. Mary’s provides
accessible, responsive care tailored to your unique
journey. Whether it's your first time reaching out or

you're returning for support, we're here to help.

Call 207-376-3419 to get started.
% ST MARY'S

Center for Recovery

A Member of Covenant Health
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opening of new location

SALEM, NH - Day’s
Jewelers, an  employ-
ee-owned New England
fine jeweler with more than
111 years of history, proud-
ly celebrated the grand
opening of its newest lo-
cation at Tuscan Village in
Salem, New Hampshire.
The multi-day celebration
kicked off with an official
ribbon cutting ceremony
on Thursday, November
20, hosted in partnership
with the Southern New
Hampshire Chamber of
Commerce.

The event welcomed
customers, community
members, and longtime
partners to  experience
Day’s newest store, a
warm, modern space de-
signed to elevate the jew-
elry shopping experience
through artistry, craftsman-
ship, and heartfelt service.
Guests enjoyed refresh-
ments, interactive experi-
ences, exclusive offers, and
daily giveaways through-
out the four-day celebra-
tion.

“This new store marks
an exciting milestone for
our company. We’re not
just expanding our foot-
print — we’re strength-
ening our commitment to
serving our customers and
investing in the communi-
ties we’re proud to be part

We install
stainless steel

liners
215-3557

North Monmouth _'E

Since

Days Jewelers

1914

of,” said Joe Corey, Pres-
ident of Day’s Jewelers.
“This space represents in-
novation, connection, and
opportunity, and we look
forward to welcoming ev-
eryone through our doors.”

The Salem store
marks Day’s Jewelers’
ninth location and its third
in New Hampshire, re-
inforcing the company’s
commitment to serving
the region with integrity,
exceptional value, and a
focus on creating meaning-
ful moments for custom-
ers. Situated in the heart
of Tuscan Village, the new
store features an elevat-
ed, contemporary design,
featuring everything from
natural diamonds to unique
one-of-a-kind  gemstones
and designs, a full-service
on-site jewelry repair shop,
and a robust custom design
space where guests can
bring their personal vision
to life.

“We are incredibly
excited to be in our new
home in Tuscan Village,”
said Paul Baker, Store
Manager. “The team and I
are honored to be part of

Jasonhodsdonmasonry@gmail.com

Injured

on the job?
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BILODEAU
LAW

this vibrant lifestyle des-
tination and look forward
to bringing Day’s heritage
of service and community
involvement to Southern
New Hampshire.”

Throughout the week-
end, Day’s Jewelers also
introduced its new “Live,
Love, Sparkle” give-back
bracelets, created to sup-
port children’s charities
nationally through Jewel-
ers for Children, and local-
ly through CASA of New
Hampshire and Make-A-
Wish New Hampshire.
All profits from bracelet
sales are donated to JFC,
and customers may choose
to keep their bracelet or
return it to Day’s for dis-
tribution to CASA advo-
cates, volunteers, and wish
recipients. This initiative
continues throughout the
holiday season.

As the holidays ap-
proach, guests are invited
to explore the new store,
discover meaningful gifts,
and participate in Tuscan
Village’s seasonal fes-
tivities, including the in-
stallation of Day’s “Love
Locks” activation within
the Holiday Shoppes.

Day’s Jewelers is
proud to join the Salem
and Tuscan Village com-
munities and looks forward
to building lasting relation-
ships for generations to
come.

Send all items for
What’s Going On
to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.
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Day’s Jewelers celebrates grand

Registration now open for
WinterKids Downhill 24

WitterKips

Presented by:

DOW N EL

WESTBROOK,
ME - Registration is now
open for the 14th Annu-
al WinterKids Downbhill
24, presented by Agren.
Maine’s only 24-hour
on snow team challenge
returns to Sugarloaf on
February 26 and 27,
2026. Participants of all
ages are invited to ski,
ride, or skin as part of a
joyful celebration that
supports outdoor play
and learning for children
across Maine.

The Downhill 24
brings together co-work-
ers, friends, families,
students, and communi-
ty groups for a full night
and day of movement and
connection.  Costumes
music, and team spirit
help create a fun, festival
style atmosphere. Every-
one chooses their own
pace: one lap, many laps,
sunrise laps, or cheer-
ing from the lodge. It all

contributes to helping
Maine kids thrive out-
doors.

“Our crew has been
part of the Downhill 24
for a long time, and it has
been one of the highlights
of our year,” says Win-
terKids board member,
Joe LalJoie. “We have had
so much fun out there

together, and now our
kids are stepping in with
their own excitement
and ideas. It makes me
proud to see them take on
the challenge and make
it their own. This event
brings out the best in peo-
ple, and it feels good to
share that energy with the
next generation.”

In 2025, the Down-
hill 24 community raised
more than $770,000 for
WinterKids  programs.
Those programs help
schools and families
across Maine access joy-
ful winter experiences
that nurture curiosity,
confidence, and healthy
habits for every child.

This year’s goal is
$820,000 dollars.

Event Details

WinterKids
hill 24

Date: Thursday,
February 26 at 8 pm
through Friday, February
27 at 8 pm

Location: Sugarloaf
Mountain Resort

Who Can Join: Open
to all ages and abilities.
Youth under 18 partici-
pate with an adult.

Registration: www.
winterkids.org/down-
hill24

Team spots are lim-

Down-

PROFESSIONAL

COMPUTER SERVICES INC.

allworx

207.784.6295

buck@pro-pc.us

Save $%

2 on your
business
phone!

Call today for
a demonstration!

Buck Buchanan
A+, MCP Certified Technician

ited. Early registration is
encouraged.

Team Options

Teams may include
1 to 12 participants.

School Teams: Any
Maine school may reg-
ister for with a $3,000
fundraising commitment.
Funds raised above that
amount are shared equal-
ly with the school and
WinterKids.

Corporate  Teams:
Companies cover the
team fee. Participants en-
joy the event without ad-
ditional fundraising com-
mitments.

Youth Fundraising
Teams: Teams made up
entirely of participants
under 18. Participants on
these teams commit to a
fundraising minimum of
$250.

Mixed Ages Teams:

Adult teams or adult
and youth combinations.
Adult participants on

these teams commit to a
fundraising minimum of
$500.

College Teams:
Open to any college group
interested in a unique 24-
hour winter challenge
with friends. Participants
on these teams commit to
a fundraising minimum
of $500.

Ways to Join the
Celebration

Create or join a team

Become an event
sponsor

Volunteer  (volun-
teers receive a free lift
pass, with additional bo-
nus rewards for overnight
shifts)

Donate to support a
participant or team

The WinterKids
Downhill 24 is made
possible through the gen-
erous support of Agren
Appliance  (Presenting
Sponsor), Franklin Print-
ing, Herc Rentals, Pike
Industries, Patra, Portland
Media Group, and WEX,
along with our Communi-
ty Partners, WMTW (Of-
ficial Broadcast Partner),
Central Maine Power,
and L.L. Bean.
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Boy Scouts prepare for
Christmas tree recycling

AUBURN, ME -
Scouts from Troop 121 in
Auburn prepare this year’s
mailing of tag for their
annual Christmas tree re-
cycling program. Pictured
from left to right are: Alex
Burnham, Jacob Parcell,
Cayden Moody, Anthony
Seddon, Logan Dumont,
Darius Reaves and Jackson
Roux.

For the 14th year, the
Boy Scout Troop 121 will
again pick up Christmas
trees in Lewiston and Au-
burn. While the cities pro-
vide locations for free tree
disposal, they no longer
collect the trees at curbside.
For a minimum donation of
$5, the Scouts will pick up
Christmas trees on Satur-
day, January 10, 2026, and
Sunday, January 11, 2026.
For safety reasons the trees
should not be placed curb-
side until the morning of

January 10th.

Money raised by the
program goes directly to
troop scouting activities.
Troop 121 was created to
help give youth with spe-
cial physical, mental and
emotional challenges the
opportunity for success in
a safe scouting environ-
ment that builds character,
encourages citizenship,

teaches life skills and de-
velops personal fitness.

To make a pick-up
request, send a donation
by Jan. 8th to Troop 121,
United Methodist Church,
439 Park Ave., Auburn, ME
04210. The troop, in turn,
will send a tag to place on
the tree when it is put curb-
side. For more information
please call 783-0790.

Lewiston announces city board,
committee vacancies

Page 3
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Wlnter Dates:

Dec. 1%, Jan. 5™, &

Feb. 2™

4 - 6:30 PM

FIRST MONDAYS
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Zara, Inc.

Fashion News

Tias Prom Project

Dedicated to providing dresses & confidence to

LEWISTON, ME ber 16.
— The City of Lewiston is The following city
seeking resident volunteers boards and committees
to serve as members of the have current openings:

of Appeals nor the Plan-

young women

ning Board may have more
than two members serving
simultaneously from the
same wards.

The Tatiana Morrell Foundation was created Lo
honor the incredible spirit of Tatiana Morrell
— a young woman whose light. kindness. and
heart continue lo inspire us every day.

One of the ways we carry her legacy forward is
through something truly special: collecting

City’s various boards and
committees. Lewiston res-
idents who are interested
in applying can contact the
City Clerk’s Department
to complete a committee
volunteer application. Ap-
plication forms are also
available on the Boards
and Committees page of
the City’s website at www.
lewistonmaine.gov. Appli-
cations can be submitted
at any time and will be ac-
cepted until the positions
are filled however, the
requested filing deadline
is 12:00pm on Tuesday,
December 23 with the ex-
ception of the applications
for Board of Assessment
Review which was due by
4pm on Tuesday, Decem-

Board of Appeals, Board
of Assessment Review,
Complete Streets Com-
mittee, Finance Commit-
tee, Historic Preservation
Review Board, Housing
Committee, L/A Commu-
nity Forestry Board, Lake
Auburn Watershed Pro-
tection Commission, Lew-
iston Area Public Health
Committee, Library Board
of Trustees, and Planning
Board.

Committee descrip-
tions, meeting times, and
other information about
committee service are also
available on the City’s
website.

Due to residency
requirements in the City
Charter, neither the Board

This provi-
sion is to ensure adequate
and balanced representa-
tion from all sections of
the city. As such, due to
ward limits, applications
for Board of Appeals from
Wards 5 and 7 cannot be
accepted at this time.
Residents are wel-
come to contact the City
Clerk’s Department at 513-
3124 with any questions
they may have regarding
the committee appoint-
ment process. Completed
applications shall be sub-
mitted to the City Clerk’s
Office for processing. Of-
fice hours are Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday,
7:45am - 4:00pm and Tues-
day, 7:45am — 5:30pm.

Follow us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/twincitytimes

CLASSIFIED ADS $25
PER WEEK

11AM-12PM
IDEA LAB

Register Here or

Lewiston V&l
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LIBRARY

New Year’s Wish Trees
A keepsake program for children & families

Saturday-January 10th

Cibink
o

at LPLonline.org-->>

1 Tree Per Family

prom dresses for students who may not have
the means to purchase one. Tatiana believed
deeply in making others feel seen. valued. and
beautiful — and this mission reflects that love.

Through every dress given,
every smile shared. and
every moment of confidence
created — Tatiana’s spirit
lives on. Thank you for
being part of this journey
with us.

her mother to do her hair and makeup. That simple act of love
gave the girl. who never imagined attending such an event, the
i it

i | o
How to Donate?
DM for pickup

Drop-Off L ocations:

¥ 8 Turning Leaf Drive, Windham, ME
¥ 781Edes Falls Rd, Harrison, ME

¢ 780 Broadway St, South Portland, ME

Follow us on Facebook: Tias Prom Closet Project
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Seniors Not Acting Their Age
A Memorable Hike to the Summit
of Day Mountain

In my opinion, there
is no place in Maine that
offers more outstanding
outdoor recreational op-
portunities than Acadia
National Park (ANP) on
Mount Desert Island. The
47,000-acre park includes
26 named mountain peaks
for hiking, 46 miles of
crushed stone Carriage
Roads ideal for biking, and
numerous  opportunities
for sea kayaking along 64
miles of rocky coastline.

My wife, Nancy, and
I have been taking fall va-
cations in ANP for over
40 years. We began when
our two sons were little
boys and have returned
with family and friends
almost every year since.
For many years, our out-
door club, the Penobscot
Paddle & Chowder Soci-
ety (PPCS), held its annual
multi-day fall outing in the
park where we always had
a full schedule of hiking,
biking and sea kayaking.

Two years ago, the
PPCS decided to change
venues for the fall outing.
After missing a park visit
last fall, Nancy and I de-
cided to return on our own.

Circumstances  are
different this year. I'm
rehabbing from knee sur-
gery and Nancy is recov-
ering from some chronic
joint issues. We were in
search of hikes that would
accommodate our current
physical abilities and lim-
itations.

After some research,
we concluded that an as-

Jason|

=

asonHodsdomMasonry

cent of Day Mountain in
the southeastern sector of
the park would meet our
needs. The relatively easy
climb is unique in that it is
the only peak in the park
that has both a hiking trail
and a Carriage Road that
lead to the top. Since hik-
ing up steep mountains is
almost always easier and
safer than descending, we
decided to climb the hiking
trail and possibly return on
the Carriage Road.

We began our trek
at the relatively new Day
Mountain Trailhead locat-
ed just outside of the park
on Route 3 near Seal Har-
bor. We benefited from
excellent hiking weather
enjoying a cool, partly sun-
ny fall day.

After crossing the
highway, we entered Day
Mountain Trail on a wide
unobstructed path in a
mixed conifer and hard-
wood forest. After a short
distance, the trail passes
Champlain Monument
erected in honor of the
French explorer, Samuel
Champlain, who is credited
with naming Mount Desert
Island when he sailed past
in 1604.

Soon after, we tra-
versed a lengthy log bridge
and crossed the Carriage
Road at a junction where
the road begins the climb
to the summit. We reen-

tered the hiking trail on the
left of the Carriage Road
and began climbing more
steadily. Soon after, a suc-
cession of steep ledges had

s L
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to be negotiated before ar-
riving at a massive boulder
that provided a partial view
of Seal Harbor and the is-
lands beyond.

After another Car-
riage Road crossing, ex-
tended open ledges dom-
inated the trail and led to
an even larger boulder that
provided a phenomenal
view of the entire Cran-
berry Isles archipelago.
We lingered to reminisce
about a PPCS sea kayak
trip to the most distant is-
land in the chain, Baker
Island. During that mem-
orable voyage, we stopped
to visit the ancient Baker
Island Lighthouse and then
traversed the island for a
dance on famed Dancing
Rock. A bumpy circum-
navigation of the island
followed.

Leaving fond mem-
ories behind, we persisted
up the most precipitous
ledges on the trail before
arriving at the summit.
The Carriage Road ends
with a loop at the sum-
mit. We stopped on a huge
boulder for a lunch break
while enjoying additional
outstanding views of the
islands in the south.

The intimidating
ledges near the top con-
vinced us to descend on
the longer Carriage Road.
Initially, we enjoyed the
added benefit of marvelous
ocean views facing south-
west. We made the right
choice as the crushed rock
surface and gentle grade
were welcome relief for
our recovering joints.

We had not seen any-
one during the trip until
rounding a sharp bend at
about the road’s midway
point. A team of cyclists
were persevering up the
steady incline. Heavily
dressed for the cold weath-
er, they didn’t need the
warm clothing for the ar-
duous climb.

We exchanged

Courtney

Accepting New Clients

Michael

214 Minot Avenue ~ Auburn ~ 689-3035

friendly greetings as they
passed. Nancy and I were
reminded of a fall bike ride
we had taken to the summit
with close friends two de-
cades ago.

The remainder of our
descent to the trailhead
was uneventful. ~ More
hikes are planned for the
coming days.

My book, Maine Al
Fresco: The Fifty Finest
Outdoor Adventures in
Maine relates several ex-
citing outings hiking, bik-
ing and sea kayaking in
Acadia National Park.

The author of “The
Great Mars Hill Bank Rob-
bery” and “Mountains for
Mortals — New England,”
Ron Chase resides in Top-
sham.  His latest book,
“The Fifty Finest Outdoor
Adventures in Maine” will
soon be released by North
Country Press. Visit his

website at www.ronchase-
outdoors.com or he can be
reached at ronchaseout-
doors@comcast.net

Thursday, December 18,2025

Steep Ledges were encountered near the summit of Day
Mountain

A Carriage Road provided an easier descent of Day Moun-
tain

A lengthy log bridge is encountered on Day Mountain Trail

P
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Maine State Parks invite you to

hit the trails on New

e

Year’s Day

PARKS & LAND

DEPARTMENT OF AC

TURE,
CONSERVATION & STRY

AUGUSTA, ME -
As Maine welcomes 2026,
the Department of Agri-
culture, Conservation and
Forestry’s Bureau of Parks
and Lands is inviting ev-
eryone to kick off the New
Year with First Day Hikes,
part of a nationwide move-
ment encouraging people
to begin January 1 out-
doors, moving, connecting,
and soaking in the season’s
beauty.

Why hike on the first
day of the year? Science
has the answer. Research
from the University of Cal-
ifornia, Berkeley’s Greater
Good Science Center high-
lights that three proven
contributors to happiness
and well-being are:

Sunlight

Social connection

Exercise

First Day Hikes com-
bine all three wrapped up
in fresh air and spectacular
natural scenery, making
January 1 a perfect moment
to step into 2026 feeling
energized and optimistic.
Bonus: Maine State Park
admission and the hike are
free to First Day Hikers.

Maine State Parks
First Day Hike logo

What Are First Day
Hikes?

First Day Hikes are
a collaborative tradition
across state parks nation-

wide, and right here in
Maine, offering all of us an
easy, joyful way to connect
with the outdoors on New
Year’s Day. Whether it’s
your first hike ever or your
umpteenth year in a row,
everyone’s welcome.

Hiking not your cup
of tea? No problem! Maine
State Parks also encourage
participants to enjoy:

Beach walks

Cross-country skiing

Snow sculpture
building

Self-guided walks at
your own pace

Lead the Way or
Wander Your Own

On January 1, four
Maine State Parks will host
guided First Day Hikes:
Camden Hills State Park,
Holbrook Island Sanctu-
ary, Sebago Lake State
Park, and Two Lights State
Park. For those who pre-
fer solitude or flexibility
in scheduling, self-guided
options are available state-
wide. Simply choose your
favorite park and go!

Take Advantage of
these BPL Self-guided
Hike Guides:

Bradbury Moun-
tain State Park, Freeport
- Download self-guided
hike.

Camden Hills State
Park, Camden — Download
self-guided hike.

Popham Beach State
Park, Phippsburg - Down-
load seashore activity pag-
es.

Reid State Park,
Georgetown -  Down-
load the Little River Trail
self-guided hike.

Wolfe’s Neck Woods
State Park, Freeport -
Download the self-guided
hike

Plan Your Adventure

Find details on all
Maine First Day Hikes
and self-guided options:
https://www.maine.gov/
dacf/parks/discover_histo-
ry_explore nature/activi-
ties/first-day-hikes.shtml

You can explore how
this tradition connects with
state parks across the coun-
try at First Day Hikes USA
and join thousands of fel-
low hikers welcoming the
New Year outside.

New Year. New Ener-
gy. Same Beautiful Maine
Outdoors.

Boots on trails, skis
on snow, or footprints
along the beach, spending
the first day of 2026 out-
doors offers the chance
to reset, reconnect, and
re-energize. Grab a friend
or bring the family. Step
into the sunshine (or snow-
flakes).

Take the trail less
traveled, and begin 2026
with a First Day Hike.

Follow us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/twincitytimes

100% Financed Garages!

AMERICAN
BUILDERS ==
==

Custom Building & Remodeling

(207) 500-8100 ~ www.AmericanBuildersMaine.com

No money down.
FREE estimates.
Schedule your new
garage install today!

=
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Fishing northern Maine:
Mid-winter dreaming of spring

BRUNSWICK, ME
— Chase away the winter
blues by joining a Maine
guide for a presentation
about fishing in Maine’s
north woods at the January
get-together of the Mer-
rymeeting Bay chapter of
Trout Unlimited.

Members and the
public are invited to at-
tend the Merrymeeting Bay
monthly meeting of this
national cold-water con-
servation organization as
we gather sportspeople and
conservationists on Tues-
day, January 20, 2026, at
Sea Dog Brewing, 1 Bow-
doin Mill Island, Topsham.

Social hour begins at
6:00 pm, the presentation
starts at 7:00 pm. The event

MEﬁRYMEET]NG BAY
TROUT UNLIMITED
N

is free; dinner and drinks
can be purchased.

The January meeting
will feature Casey Mow-
ers of Reddog Guide Ser-
vice. Casey will talk about
fishing the Mattawamkeag
and Meduxnekeag rivers in
northern Maine.

MMBTU  monthly
membership meetings are
held at Sea Dog on the third
Tuesday of each month,
September through May.

No admission fee.
Open to members and
non-members alike.

Please join us.

Maine nominees to US Military
Service Academies announced

WASHINGTON,
D.C.— U.S. Senators Susan
Collins and Angus King to-
day announced their nom-
inees to the United States
Military Academies. To be
considered for an appoint-
ment to a service academy,
applicants must be nom-
inated by an authorized
nominating source, which
includes Members of Con-
gress. Admission to the
United States Coast Guard
Academy, also a federal ser-
vice academy, does not re-
quire a congressional nom-
ination.

“We are proud to have
the honor to nominate such
an impressive group of

Maine students to our na-
tion’s distinguished service
academies,” said Senators
Collins and King. “The
young people we have nom-
inated have earned this hon-
or through a commitment to
strong scholarship, leader-
ship, and character.”

The following stu-
dents from Maine have
received nominations as
candidates to the service
academies from Senators
Collins and King:

Unites States Military
Academy - West Point

Name Home-
town High School
Jacob Biberstein
Orrington Bangor

STAPLES
COWORKING

A NEW SPACE
TO BREAKOLD RULES

High School

Alexis Blue
Bangor Bangor
High School

Theodore Bluhm
Belfast Belfast
Area High School

Peter Bonaparte
Monticello Houl-
ton Middle High School

Andrew Carroll
Raymond Sole-
bury School

Greyson Creamer
Durham Free-
port High School

Elaina Gagnon
Lebanon Noble
High School

Zachary Lattanzi

See Nominees, page 10

COME TRY OUR NEW COWORKING
AND MEETING SPACE IN AUBURN

MENTION THIS AD AND GET 1

FOR FREE!

FREEWEEK OF OPEN SEAT

COWORKING AND 1HOUR OF

MEETING ROOM USE.

OFFER VALID ONLY AT OUR
€9 UNION ST. AUEURN, MELOCATION
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BRUNSWICK,
ME - St. John’s Catho-
lic School is pleased to
announce the Honor Roll
and Special Award recip-
ients for the First Trimes-
ter of the 2025-2026 Aca-
demic School Year.

St. John’s Catho-
lic School is incredibly
proud of their students for
their achievements this
semester in the classroom
and beyond. Anchored by
faith and empowered by
service, the students’ hard
work reflects positively
on them as individuals
and as a school commu-
nity. St. John’s also would
like to acknowledge the
efforts of all their stu-
dents, including those not
listed below, that made

substantial growths in
their individual educa-
tional journeys.

St. John’s High Hon-
ors for the Second Tri-
mester of the 2025-2026
School Year: 5th Grade-
Elliot Simmler, 6th Grade-

Thursday, December 18,2025

Entertainment

St. John’s First Trimester Honor
Roll released

Phoebe Beal, Carolyn Da-
vis, Grace Ozarowski, 7th
Grade- Madeline Barone,
Gracelynne  Stratmann,
8th Grade- Jesse Davis,
Nathan Salko, Mary Kath-
leen Setchell, Gwenyth
Smith, Madigan Wright.

St.  John’s Honor
Roll for the First Trimester
of the 2025-2026 School
Year: 5th Grade- Madalyn
Weiss, 6th Grade- Lukas
Charier, Jackson DeMar-
tini, Ava Mulcahy, James
Ortiz, Oscar Ortiz, Caiden
Sarvinas, 7th Grade- Bar-
bara Jantorno, Elijah Kerr,
Graham King, Reagan
Thompson, 8th Grade-
Luke Agnor, Audrey Le.

Viking Award

The Viking award is
given to students in first
through eighth grade for
academic excellence in all
subjects as well as giving
their best effort and being
a kind person.

The Viking Awards
recognized: 2nd Grade-
Lydia  Knudsen, 3rd

Grade- Alena Simmler,
4th Grade- Maia Golletti,
5th Grade- Elliot Simmler,
6th Grade- Grace Oza-
rowski, 7th Grade- Grace-
lynn Stratman, 8th Grade-
Jesse Davis.

P.R.A.Y. Award

The PRAY award
is given to students in
grades 2-8 who live out
our daily school philoso-
phy of St. John’s students

PRAY every day. We
practice peace, respect
self and others, accept

responsibility, and yearn
to learn. These students
have exceptional char-
acter and support the St.
John’s school community
by representing our mis-
sion each day.

The PRAY Awards
recognized: 2nd Grade-
Dyllon Robertson, 3rd
Grade- Molly Smith, 4th
Grade- Will Hammer, 5th
Grade- Madalyn Weiss,
6th Grade- Phoebe Beal,
7th Grade — Graham King,
8th Grade- Luke Agnor.

Send all items for
Names & Faces to the editor.
Deadline is Friday by five pm.

Franco Center’s beloved ‘Sights
and Sounds of Christmas’ returns

LEWISTON, ME
— The Franco Center is
thrilled to announce its
annual Christmas extrav-
aganza “Sights and
Sounds of Christmas” —
a holiday tradition that
brings families together
to celebrate the season.
This year’s performances
will be held at 7 p.m. on
Friday, Dec. 19, and Sat-
urday, Dec. 20, with a spe-
cial late-afternoon show
at 4 p.m. on Sunday, Dec.
21, at the Franco Center in
Lewiston.

A cash bar in the
Lower Level Bar & Lounge
will be open for a pre-show
holiday cocktail an hour
before each performance.

The Performance
Hall stage will be filled
with holiday magic, fea-
turing a wide array of acts
— from ballet dancers
and vocal ensembles to
dramatic readings, poetry,
and duets — all capturing
the warmth and joy of the
Christmas season. Many
performances will be high-
lighted by a synchronized
Christmas light show, add-
ing a spectacular visual el-
ement to the festivities.

TICKETS:  https://
app.arts-people.com/in-
dex.php?show=278561

“This show is all
about creating memories,”
said Theresa Shanahan,
Executive Director of the
Franco Center. “Each year,
families come togeth-
er here to experience the
sights, sounds, and stories
that make the holidays so
special. It’s truly a celebra-
tion for everyone.”

Cast and production
crew to be announced
soon.

Curated by Produc-
tion Director Jake Hod-
gkin, the show features a
diverse lineup of perform-
ers. Hodgkin has designed
the production to evoke a
nostalgic,  old-fashioned
Christmas, where audi-
ence members can fully
immerse themselves in the
holiday spirit.

“Every corner of the
Center will be sparkling
this season,” said Hodgkin.
“From twinkling lights
and decorated trees to the
music and performances,

Curtain call of last year’s cast and crew for the Franco Cen-
ter’s annual Sights and Sounds of Christmas holiday show.
The popular show is back this year at 7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 19
and Saturday, Dec. 20 and 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 21. Call the
ticket office at 207-689-2000 or visit www.francocenter.org.
Photo credit Dottie Perham-Whittier.

we’ve built a show that
really captures the joy and
magic of the holidays. We
have a performer who will
sing Silent Night in French
and some others who will
perform a Christmas mel-
ody on spoons and wash-
board similar to the Em-
mett Otter Jug Band.”

Hodgkin brings a
wealth of experience to the
production, having worked
in theater, live events, and
entrepreneurial  ventures.
His passion for lighting
and special effects began at
age 12 with synchronized
music and light systems —
a technology now featured
prominently in the show.
Hodgkin’s extensive back-
ground includes lighting
design, directing, and pro-
ducing for local theaters,
alongside operating a DJ
business and organizing
the annual “Chaos on Cobb
Road” spooky walk, which
attracts hundreds of visi-
tors each year.

Tickets range from
$10 to $30 and are AVAIL-
ABLE online at https://
app.arts-people.com/in-
dex.php?show=278561

**Special Family and
Small Group Pricing!**

For a group of four or
more adults, tickets are $20
each. (this discount hap-
pens automatically when
at least 4 adult tickets are
purchased)

For a family of 2
adults and 2 youth use
ticket code “Family” to get
special prices of $20 for

adults and $10 for youth.
(this discount requires the
code)

Call the Box Office
for Senior Group or Assist-
ed Living Facility prices!

Prices include fees:

Advance Tickets (be-
fore noon on performance
day.)

Adults: $25

Youth (<18): $10

At Door Tickets

Adults: $30

Youth (<18): $15

Show sponsors:

Emerson Chevy

Dirigo Federal Credit
Union

DJ Brothers

Crew

Jake Hodgkin — Di-
rector

Jackie McDonald —
Assistant director

Astrea Charlett -
Costume designer

Bette Fecteau — Set
Decorator

Sarah Greaton — co
lighting designer and op-
erator

Theresa Shanahan —
Spotlight

Brando
sound designer

Michael Breton — Mi-
crophone manager

Missy Hodgkin —
Stage manager

Basilio Charlett -
Christmas lights operator

Spencer Cramp, Al-
ison Marston, Larry Hod-
gkin — Stage Crew

Cast

Stephen Michaels

See Christmas, page 14

Morin  —
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Maine Creates initiative to
strengthen community wellbeing

PORTLAND, ME
— Side x Side, in partner-
ship with the Maine Arts
Commission, is proud
to announce the launch
of Maine Creates, a new
statewide initiative de-
signed to train teaching art-
ists, strengthen community
connections, and enhance
the well-being of Maine
people through the power
of the arts.

Launched in spring
2025, Maine Creates in-
vests in local creativity as
a meaningful response to
community challenges.
More than 35 teaching art-
ists have already complet-
ed the training program,
and five artists were select-
ed to receive grants to im-
plement community-cen-
tered arts projects across
the state. These projects are
now underway in libraries,
a correctional re-entry cen-
ter, community hubs, rural
towns, and schools—each
tailored to address local
needs through collabora-
tive, intergenerational art

making.
Beth  Wilbur Van
Mierlo the  Executive

Director of Side x Side
shared, “Decades of re-
search show measurable
outcomes when people
engage in meaningful art
making. We see gains in
cognitive flexibility, emo-
tional regulation, and social
connection. These aren’t
just abstract benefits; they
lead to stronger schools,
healthier communities,
and individuals who feel
a deeper sense of agency
and belonging. By training
Teaching Artists to embed
the arts where people live,
learn, and gather, we ignite
creativity, foster person-
al growth, and strengthen
the social fabric that helps
communities thrive. This
is the transformative pow-
er of Maine Creates—and
why every person should
have access to it.”

Building on this
vision, the Maine Arts
Commission underscores
the ripple effect already
emerging from the pro-
gram’s first year.

“Maine Creates
shows how artists can
transform community life
when they are empowered
to contribute their creativi-
ty, compassion, and exper-
tise,” said Amy Hausmann,
Executive  Director of
the Maine Arts Commis-
sion. “This pilot program
demonstrates that teaching
artists are addressing real
needs, easing isolation,
strengthening families, and
opening doors for people of
all ages to feel seen, heard,
and connected. Their work
embodies the spirit of our
mission and the promise
of this program. We look
forward to nurturing and
growing Maine Creates in
the years to come.”

In recent years, the
Maine Arts Commission
traveled across the state
to listen to residents de-
scribe pressing community
challenges. A clear theme
emerged: many Maine
people, particularly those
in under-resourced com-
munities, experience iso-
lation, disconnection, and
limited access to meaning-
ful creative opportunities.

Maine Creates was
developed directly in re-
sponse to these findings.
Through  comprehensive
training and ongoing men-
torship, the program equips
teaching artists to bring
arts-based solutions into
Maine’s towns and cities.
The goal is simple and
powerful: ensure that every
community has access to
the transformative benefits
of creativity.

“Maine Creates is
rooted in our shared com-
mitment to access and
creativity. By advancing
the field of teaching art-
istry, we can move the
mystery of creativity into
a shared experience—one
that makes imagination
and boundless possibility
accessible to all,” added
Beth.

Nationwide research
from social science, public
health, and neuroscience
demonstrates that partici-
pation in the arts:

Supports mental and
physical health

Strengthens  social
ties, belonging, and civic
engagement

Builds intergenera-
tional connection and cul-
tural continuity

Stimulates neuroplas-
ticity, cognitive resilience,
and emotional regulation

Teaching artists put
this research into action.
By embedding art making
into community spaces,
they help build the social
infrastructure that supports
health, equity, and thriving
communities.

Meet the 2025-2026
Maine Creates Teaching
Artists

Catie Joyce Bulay —
Art Play Dates (Winslow,
Kennebec County)

Bi-monthly  senso-
ry-rich art sessions at the
Winslow Library designed
to strengthen connections
among young children and
caregivers, reducing isola-
tion and supporting family
wellbeing.

Leah Cook — With
Love, From Van Buren: A
Mural Stamp Project (Van
Buren, Aroostook County)

A collaborative mural
project engaging residents
of all ages in celebrating
local identity, transforming
shared spaces, and foster-
ing community pride.

Wendy Lorigan —
The Collective Canvas:
Where Every Voice Adds
Color (Guilford, Pisca-

taquis County)

Multigenerational
workshops and at-home
Art Kits invite residents
to contribute individual
works to a growing collec-
tive art wall, highlighting
shared stories across the
region.

Addy Smith Reiman
— Spatial Design Acad-
emy for Kids (Lewiston,
Androscoggin County)

A hands-on  de-
sign-thinking program
where middle school stu-
dents explore urban plan-
ning concepts and create
prototypes for improving
their city.

Daisy Hutt — Family
Pottery Classes (Southern
Maine Re-entry Center,

Windham, Cumberland
County)
Weekly ceramics

workshops for incarcerated
women, with monthly fam-
ily sessions that support
connection, healing, and
successful reentry.

Side x Side men-
tors each teaching artist
throughout the year-long
process, with every project
culminating in a communi-
ty celebration that honors
both the artwork created
and the relationships built.
By June 2026, Maine Cre-
ates will have engaged
hundreds of youth and
adults statewide.

Looking Ahead:
Funding Needed to Expand
Statewide Impact

Side x Side and the
Maine Arts Commission
aim to build on the strong
momentum of this inaugu-
ral year. The partners are
currently seeking funding
to launch a second Maine
Creates training cohort in
spring 2026. With addi-
tional support, the program
will train another group of
teaching artists and fund
five new community proj-
ects, bringing creativity,
connection, and wellbeing
to even more Maine com-
munities.

To follow the work of
current Maine Creates art-
ists, visit Side x Side’s Ins-
tagram and Facebook page,
subscribe to our newsletter,
and follow updates on our
website. You can also fol-
low updates on the Maine
Arts Commission’s com-
munications platforms.

Best
Source

for Arts,
Music and
Theater!

Your

Hometown Paper.
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Antiques Roadshow filmed in
Maine, returns in January

ANTIQUES [ar

P

ROADSHOW.

BOSTON, MA -
With newly discovered
treasures from across the
country to a look back at
historic items with roots
in the American Rev-
olution, ANTIQUES
ROADSHOW'’s celebra-
tory Season 30 is full of
wow-worthy TV! All-new
ROADSHOW  premieres
Monday, January 5, 2026,
at 8/7c PM with a six-fig-
ure appraisal in Salt Lake
City, UT.

This season, PBS’s
most-watched ongoing se-
ries travels to five cities,
stopping at distinctive ven-
ues including Red Butte
Garden & Arboretum in
Salt Lake City, UT; Geor-
gia State Railroad Mu-
seum in Savannah, GA;
Coastal Maine Botanical
Gardens in Boothbay, ME;
Castle Farms in Charlev-
oix, MI; and Grant’s Farm
in St. Louis, MO.

“I’m often asked how
a TV show stays on top
over 30 years,” said AN-
TIQUES ROADSHOW
executive producer Mar-
sha Bemko. “The combi-
nation of personal stories,
serendipitous finds, a little
bit of history lesson, and
those jaw-dropping values
make up the secret sauce
that keeps ROADSHOW
irresistible to fans!”

A preview of stand-
out Season 30 discoveries
includes:

— In Salt Lake City,
UT, a 1937 copy of The
Hobbit was brought to
ROADSHOW  where a
typo on the rear flap of the
dust cover revealed it to be
a true first printing of the
UK first edition and yield-
ed a whopping six-figure

value! (Episodes from Salt
Lake City air Jan. 5, 12,
and 19)

— In Savannah, GA,
ROADSHOW discovered
the year’s highest value
find with a 1992 Olga de
Amaral Lost Image VII
tapestry. Inherited by the
guest from his mother,
a collector of works by
women artists, this sea-
son-topping treasure is
valued at up to $500,000!
(Episodes from Savannah
air Jan. 26, Feb. 2 and 9)

— In Boothbay, ME,
a poignant piece of his-
tory was uncovered in a
1962 letter written by Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. to
the ROADSHOW guest’s
father-in-law, a Unitari-
an minister who actively
supported the Civil Rights
efforts of the time. The
letter holds extraordinary
value in both its rarity and
message. (Episodes from
Boothbay air Feb. 16, 23,
and Mar. 23)

— In Charlevoix, MI,
one ROADSHOW guest,
originally in search of a
grandfather clock, discov-
ered a John Bailey dwarf
clock, ca. 1800 in an on-
line market and purchased
it for $300. Even with
some prior restoration the
timepiece was revealed to
be a rare treasure with a
stunning value of $75,000!
(Episodes from Charlev-
oix air Mar. 30, Apr. 6 and
13)

— In St. Louis, MO,
a playful piece of Hol-
lywood history made an
appearance at ROAD-
SHOW with a guest’s
$10 estate-sale-purchased
backgammon set, ca. 1970
associated with comedy

legend Lucille Ball and
purportedly donated by
the star for a charity auc-
tion. (Episodes from St.
Louis air Apr. 27, May 4
and 11).

The milestone 25-ep-
isode season includes a
new slate of fan-favorite
Vintage episodes where
ROADSHOW looks back
at memorable finds from
15 years ago to discov-
er what they are worth
today and how the mar-
ket and their values have
changed. Plus, an all-new
special in honor of the
country’s semiquincenten-
nial in 2026. Celebrating
250 Years of Americana
spotlights 30 years of
ROADSHOW  discover-
ies encompassing some of
the best American art, ar-
tifacts, crafts, and collect-
ibles spanning the coun-
try’s entire history.

Airing Mondays at
8/7c PM, 23-time Emmy®
Award-nominated ~ AN-
TIQUES ROADSHOW
is produced by GBH for
PBS and is seen by around
5.5 million viewers each
week. New ROADSHOW
episodes are available
to stream on YouTube,
the ANTIQUES ROAD-
SHOW website and the
PBS app.

Send all
items for
What’s Going On
to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.

Maine Made Crafts
2025 ARTS & CRAFT SHOWS

Weare
always looking

ity Artists
or ua\\W
; ;cmﬂsme“!

41st Annual Harvest Festival Arts & Craft Show
Augusta Armory— 179 Western Ave., Rt 202

October 25 & 26

gLan Annual Veterans Weekend Arts & Craft show
. Augusta Armory— 179 Western Ave., Rt 202

3 November 8 & 9 2)
Annual Makers Market Christmas Arts & Crafts Show 'ﬁ/
South Portland High School- 637 Highland Ave. ) |

November 15 & 16

ﬁ Santas Coming to Town Arts & Craft Show
Westbrook National Guard Armory— 120 Stroudwater St., Westbrook

November 22 & 23

46th Annual Thanksgiving Weekend
Christmas in New England Arts and Craft Show
Augusta Civic Center— 76 Community Drive, Augusta

November 29 & 30

45th Annual Last Minute Arts & Craft Show
Augusta Armory 179 Western Ave., Rt 202, Augusta
December 13 & 14 + December 20 & 21

To join the Arts & Craft Fair season call Lois Taylor 706-843-9188

-

www.newenglandcraftfairs.com | 207-946-7079 | LTpromo®@aol.com
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Lewiston MAINEiacs’ Kevin
Delaney named Star of the Month

LEWISTON, ME -
The Lewiston MAINEiacs
are proud to announce that
defenseman Kevin Del-
aney has been named an
NCDC Stars of the Month
honoree for November in
the New England Division.

Delaney, a stand-
out blue-liner in his first
NCDC season, posted an
impressive 11 points across
9 games in November. His
month was punctuated
by a dominant four-point
performance, where he re-
corded one goal and three
assists, showcasing the
poise, vision, and play-
making ability that have
quickly made him one of
the league’s most impact-
ful rookies.

Through just 19
games, Delaney has al-
ready totaled 20 points, re-
inforcing his role as a key
driver of the MAINEiacs’
success on both sides of
the puck.

“Kevin has come into
this league and immediate-
ly shown he belongs,” said

Caleb Labrie, Head Coach
of the Lewiston MAINEi-

cs. “His confidence, com-
petitiveness, and ability to
read the game elevate ev-
eryone around him. This

recognition is well-de-
served.”
The organization

congratulates Kevin on this
earned honor and looks
forward to his continued
impact throughout the sea-
son.

About the Lewiston

MAINEiacs
The Lewiston
MAINFEiacs compete in

the NCDC (National Col-
legiate Development Con-
ference) of the US Premier
Hockey League, providing
elite junior players the op-

Viles Arboretum

AUGUSTA, ME -
Viles Arboretum is excit-
ed to announce that it has
been selected for funding
in the first round of Maine
Trails Program grants.
Viles has been awarded
$249,439 to support the
construction of a 1.27-
mile fully accessible loop
trail on its 224-acre prop-
erty. This trail is designed
to provide safe, smooth,
and navigable access for
visitors of all abilities,

including those using
wheelchairs, walkers, or
strollers.

The accessible trail
will connect existing
pathways, wetlands, gar-
dens, and forested areas,
creating a welcoming
route for all visitors. Fea-
tures will include gentle
slopes, firm surfacing, and
accessible signage, ensur-
ing that everyone can en-
joy the natural beauty of
the Arboretum.

portunity to develop, com-
pete, and advance to the
next level. The organiza-
tion is committed to foster-
ing strong character, edu-
cational development, and

community  engagement
both on and off the ice.

Send all
items for
Whats Going On
to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.

Viles Arboretum has
partnered with Town 4
Trail Services and acces-
sibility consultant Enock
Glidden to design and
develop the trail with sus-
tainable practices, min-
imal environmental im-
pact, and inclusive design
standards.

“The Maine Trails
Bond grant brings us one
step closer to making the
Arboretum a place where
everyone can experience

-

Water that just works.

GOODWIN

WELL & WATER INC.

~

Maine's leader in water well drilling,
pump installation, and geothermal
installation.

207.224.7861

ater.com

MAINE - Rotary
District Governor Susan
Pratt was the special guest
speaker at a recent meet-
ing of the Lewiston-Au-
burn Rotary Club. Pratt, a
member of the Farmington
Rotary Club, is governor
of Rotary District 7790,
which consists of all Maine
clubs from Lewiston-Au-
burn north and all clubs in
the province of Quebec.

Pratt is visiting all
59 clubs in the district to
discuss her goals of in-
creasing membership and
encouraging clubs to de-
vote more time to “fun and
fellowship.” She also dis-
cussed her district project
of improving basic educa-
tion and literacy in Guate-
mala City through a collab-
oration with Safe Passage,
a Guatemalan-led, US-reg-
istered 501 (c)(3) organi-
zation that emphasizes a
holistic learning approach
focused on wellness, life-
long learning, vocation-
al skills, and community
leadership to help break

nature,” said Executive
Director David Green-
ham. “Working with

Town 4 Trail Services and
Enock Glidden ensures
that the trail is both envi-
ronmentally responsible
and fully accessible to all
visitors.”

While the grant
provides the majority of
the funding, addition-
al community support is
still needed to complete
the trail. The full proj-
ect cost is approximately
$300,000, and donations
from supporters will help
cover the remaining ex-
penses to bring this trail
to life.

Visitors and support-
ers can contribute online
at https://vilesarboretum.
org/blog/help-us-build-
an-accessible-trail-at-
viles-arboretum.

Thursday, December 18,2025

Rotary District Governor visits
Lewiston-Auburn club

’.%&

LEWISTON-AUBURN ROTARY CLUB @

$ /0
~—— Dollars Y

Rotary District 7790 Governor Susan Pratt accepts a $1,000
from Lewiston-Auburn Rotary Club President Peter Arse-
nault to assist with her international district project of help-
ing to improve basic education in Guatemala City.

the cycle of poverty. It pro-
vides full-day education to
youth in Guatemala City
who live in an area that
borders the largest landfill
in Central America. Pratt’s
district project will fund
book translations, new
technology for schools,
professional development
for teachers and staff, and
travel and shipping ex-
penses.

Local people.

A global organization
of more than 1.4 million
members, Rotary clubs
provide service to their
communities and advance
understanding and good-
will through fellowship,
diversity, integrity, and
leadership. The Lewis-
ton-Auburn Club meets
every Thursday at noon at
the Village Inn Restaurant
in Auburn.

receives grant to build acceSS|bIe trall

Local decisions.

Local support you

can count on.

/\DIRIGO

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

1.800.281.5435

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
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Special section: National Impaired Driving Prevention Month

Drive safe & sober on the roads

Winter has fully ar-
rived, bringing longer
nights, colder days and the
threat of snow and ice on
the roads. For those driv-
ing in Maine, these tough-
er conditions require more
caution and preparation.
Drivers also face a range
of winter-related fines,
with extra rules designed
to keep roads safe during
severe weather.

The global car rental
comparison site Discover-
Cars.com has put togeth-
er these tips on how to
drive safely as the weather
changes, to make the expe-
rience less stressful.

Watch out for win-
ter fines. In the U.S., you
could be fined starting
from $25 for having a ve-
hicle covered in snow, or
up to $1,500 if snow or ice
from your car causes dam-
age to someone’s proper-
ty, or if it injures or kills
someone. These fines vary
by state. For example, in
New Jersey, fines for hav-
ing a snow-covered vehicle
are between $25-75, and if
that snow causes damage
to property or injures or
kills someone, it can be
$200-$1,000.

It’s common to leave
your engine idling to warm
up the car in winter, but
laws vary across the U.S.
regarding how long it’s
acceptable to do this for.
States and even cities have
their own rules, with fines
varying. In many states, the
limit is 5 minutes. While in
Connecticut the usual lim-
it year round is 3 minutes,
drivers can leave their en-
gine running longer than
this if it’s below 20°F or

this winter

if the cold is putting their
health and safety at risk.

Check your route
ahead of time. Before set-
ting off this winter, it’s
important to check the
weather conditions on your
route. You don’t want to
get caught in heavy snow
or a storm that can disrupt
your journey. Make sure
you stay up to date on the
latest weather conditions
and travel disruptions in
your area and where you’ll
be heading.

Prepare an emergen-
cy kit. It’s a good idea to
put together a breakdown
kit of everything you may
need should you break
down in the winter months.
This should include a first
aid kit with bandages,
band-aids, antiseptic wipes
and dressings for wounds
and burns to treat any mi-
nor injuries. It’s also worth
keeping an ice scraper
and jumper cables in your
trunk.

Slow down. One of
the most important things
to remember when driving
in snow or ice is to reduce
your speed. Maintain a
sturdy grip on your steer-
ing wheel and move for-
ward at a slow and steady
pace, changing to a higher
gear for more control if
you drive a manual car. Re-
member to maintain a safe
stopping distance from the
car in front of you, too.

Navigate bends care-
fully. When approaching
a bend, it’s best to brake
before you start turning
your wheel. If your car
loses grip when doing this,
firstly, don’t panic. Keep
your hands on the steering

DECEMEER
NATIONAL

wheel and take your foot
off the accelerator. Turn
your wheels in the direc-
tion you want to go with-
out taking your hands off
the wheel. If you do skid,
steer into it gently by mov-
ing in the same direction,
so if your car slides left,
steer that way too. Do this
without braking hard and
always keep your hands on
the steering wheel.

Check your tires. Be-
fore you head out, remem-
ber to check the tread of
your tires. If your tires are
worn, this can stop your car
from being able to grip the
road properly and puts you
at risk of aquaplaning. In
most U.S. states, the min-
imum legal tread require-
ment for steer tires is 2/32
of an inch — regulations
vary across different states,
so if you’re planning a road
trip, make sure your vehi-
cle is compliant.

Aleksandrs Buraks,
Head of Growth at Discov-
erCars.com, comments:

“Driving in the win-
ter months can sometimes
be stressful, especially for
new drivers or when you’re
driving somewhere abroad.
Remember to prep your car
before setting off, ensuring
your windshield is free of
frost and your tires are in
good condition.

“If you’re planning
on renting a car for your
winter vacation this year,
it’s important to check the
requirements for the state
or country you’ll be driv-
ing in. Some states and
countries may require you
to have winter tires and
snow chains for maximum
safety.”

IMPAIRED DRIVING
PREVENTION MONTH

Caring for vour needs since 1970

Finley Funeral Home
15 Church Street, Livermore Falls, ME 04254

(207) 897-3588

N nf

Bragdon-Finley Funeral Home
?[}? Main Street Monmculh ME 04249

(207) 933-4444

www.finleyfuneralhome.com
Mewniber of International Ovder of the Golden Rule
The Maine Funeral Directors Association * The National Funeral Directors Association
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Schedule
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Call a taxi “rideshare

ergreci

Credit Union

egcu.org/auto

Auto Loans

99"

Start now.
Local
Financing
Leader

Rates
as
low
as

@%@

”:‘fﬁ L 2 Scan to apply ¥ Trustpilot

F:F %’"”%‘: or call Rated 4.8 Stars

éé,gztﬁgsrég 207-221-5000 as of 11/10/25
3332% * e%eseet *

1 Annual Percentage Rate as of 11/7/2025. Rates subject to change without notice. Not all
applicants will qualify for the lowest rate or be approved.Advertised rate is based on risk
based & relationship pricing discounts. For more information, visit egcu.org/auto.
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AUGUSTA, ME -
The Maine Department of
Agriculture, Conservation
and Forestry (DACF) has
announced the full slate
of educational sessions
and meetings for the 85th
Maine Agricultural Trades
Show, taking place January
13-15, 2026, at the Augus-
ta Civic Center.

The three-day event
brings together farmers,
foresters, food producers,
agri-business owners, stu-
dents, and partners from
across the state and region
for hands-on training, pol-
icy discussions, business
development  workshops,
industry meetings, and net-
working events focused on
building a strong, resilient
future for Maine agricul-
ture.

More than 80 ses-
sions are scheduled and
offered in partnership with
organizations  including
MOFGA, UMaine Coop-
erative Extension, USDA
Rural Development, Small
Business Development
Association, Maine De-
partment of Labor, Maine
WIC, Maine Farm & Sea to
Institution Network, Maine
Farm Bureau, Agricultural
Council of Maine, Maine
Maple Producers Associ-
ation, Maine Pomological
Society, Maine Vegetable
and Small Fruit Grow-
ers, Maine Cheese Guild,
Maine Dairy Industry As-
sociation, Maine Sheep
Breeders, Maine FFA and
4-H, Maine Woodland
Owners, SCORE Maine,
CEI, ReVision Energy,
Renoster, Maine Mobile
Health, and many others.

2026 Conference
Schedule Highlights

Energy, Climate, and
Resource Resilience

Sessions help farms
reduce operating costs,
strengthen long-term infra-
structure, and plan for cli-
mate adaptation, including:

Planning for the Next
20 Years: Long-Term Ener-
gy Resilience with Solar +
Storage — Solar and battery
storage strategies for farm
growth (Jan. 13).

Climate Impacts on
Your Farm — Farmer-led
discussion on real-world
climate adaptation and re-
silience strategies (Jan. 13).

Maine Farmers Can
Reduce Energy Costs with
USDA’s REAP Program —
Learn how to qualify for
grants for energy efficien-
cy and renewable projects
(Jan. 13 & 14).

Forest Carbon Credits
Presentation — Opportuni-
ties for woodland owners
to participate in carbon
markets (Jan. 14).

Business  Develop-
ment, Grants, and Finan-
cial Planning

Producers can access
tools to grow their opera-
tions and navigate avail-
able resources:

Minor Equipment
Grant for Specialty Crops —
New DACF grant program
overview (Jan. 13).

Planning Major Farm
Investments: ~ State Tax
Credits — Dirigo Business
Incentives program over-
view (Jan. 13).

Understanding  US-
DA’s Value-Added Produc-
er Grant Program (VAPG)
— Learn how products
qualify and how to prepare
competitive  applications
(Jan. 13 & 14).

How Can SBA Help
My Farm? — Business fi-
nancing and development
resources (Jan. 14).

Succession Planning

for Your Farm Business
— practical guidance on
succession planning, land
access, and farm transfer
strategies (Jan 14).

Improve Your Farm’s
Financial Performance in
2026 — Goal-setting and
benchmarking session with
SCORE Maine (Jan. 15).

Certification, Soil
Health & Production Prac-
tices

Hands-on and techni-
cal learning continues with:

No-Till Tarping Tech-
niques and Biological Con-
trol & IPM — MOFGA-led
crop production workshops
(Jan. 13).

Demystifying Organ-
ic Certification & USDA’s
TOPP Program — Transi-
tion guidance and mentor-
ing opportunities (Jan. 13).

Economic Impact of
Organic Farming in Maine
— Presentation of new state-
wide study findings (Jan.
13).

Nutrient Manage-
ment Trainings — Multiple
sessions offering continu-
ing education credits cov-
ering cover cropping, crop
nutrients, compost tea, and
NRCS implementation
planning (Jan. 13 & 14).

Agroforestry for
Farms & Woodland Own-
ers — Techniques includ-
ing silvopasture and forest
farming (Jan. 14).

Maine Natural Re-
sources Disaster Relief As-
sistance Program — Learn
about qualifications for
federal funding support
specifically for farms im-
pacted by weather-related
losses in 2023 and 2024

(Jan. 13).

Labor, Workforce &
Health

Sessions addressing

workforce compliance and

farmer well-being:

Navigating  Health
Insurance  Options  for
Farmers — Marketplace

guidance, tax credits, and
cost-sharing education
(Jan. 13).

Health & Wellness
in Agriculture and Forest-
ry — Panel on balancing
physical and mental health
in farm and forestry opera-
tions (Jan. 13).

Understanding
Maine’s Paid  Family
& Medical Leave Law
(PFML) - Compliance
overview and Q&A (Jan.
13).

Seeds for Success:
Labor Standards Compli-
ance in Agriculture — Wage,
safety, and employment re-
quirements (Jan. 14).

Navigating the H-2A
Journey — Step-by-step
guidance on  seasonal
worker programs (Jan. 15).

Markets, Food Sys-
tems & Value Chains

Connecting  Maine
producers to buyers and
new outlets:

From Farmstand to
Retail Shelf — Navigating
wholesale, packaging, and
grocery sales (Jan. 14).

Farm to School 101 —
Selling to schools and insti-
tutions with support from
Maine’s Local Food Fund
(Jan. 14).

Local Food Produc-
er & Buyer Matchmaking
Event — In-person connec-
tion session (Jan. 15).

Local Food Switch-
board Update Workshop
— Preview of Maine’s state-
wide food system coordi-
nation platform (Jan. 15).

Maine Farm & Sea
Cooperative — Fork Food
Lab Presentation — Pro-
gram overview and part-
nership opportunities (Jan.
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15).

Policy & Advocacy

Opportunities for pro-
ducers to shape the future
of agriculture:

Growing Power for
Maine Farms — A policy
dialogue hosted by Maine
Farm Bureau and the Agri-
cultural Council of Maine

(Jan. 14).
Maine Food Policy
Workshop — Legislative

priorities including hunger
solutions, farmland pres-
ervation, infrastructure
investment, and mental
health initiatives (Jan. 14).
Youth & Leadership
Youth in Agriculture
Leadership Day - FFA
and 4-H led training work-
shops, panels, and net-
working (Jan. 14).
Industry Meetings
Member and produc-
er meetings include:

Maine Christmas
Tree Growers’ Meeting
(Jan. 13)

Maine Dairy Industry
Association Meeting (Jan.
13)

Maine Cheese Guild
Winter Meeting (Jan. 13)

Maine Organic Milk
Producers Meeting (Jan.
13)

Maine Eastern States
Exposition Trustees Winter
Meeting (Jan. 13)

Maine Maple Pro-
ducers Association Annual
Meeting (Jan. 14)

Maine Sheep Breed-
ers Association Meeting
(Jan.14)

Maine Vegetable &
Small Fruit Growers Asso-
ciation Meeting (Jan. 14)
*Remember membership
dues!

Maine Pomological
Society Annual Meeting
(Jan. 14)

Forestry Forum -

Maine Woodland Owners
(Jan. 14)

Special Features

Maine Mobile Health
Pop-Up Clinic —A team in-
cluding a nurse, community
health worker, and behav-
ioral health provider will
offer on-site health screen-
ings (including blood pres-
sure, BMI, depression, and
anxiety), and health edu-
cation for agriculture and
seafood industry workers
and their families, regard-
less of insurance or ability
to pay. PFAS blood serum
testing will be available for
pre-approved individuals.
Attendees can also learn
more about Maine Mobile
Health’s care model and
enroll as patients if eligi-
ble. (Jan. 13 to 15).

Maine Farmcast Live
Show — Returning to the
main stage with a surprise
DACEF guest (Jan. 14).

Mead! An Engag-
ing Presentation hosted by
Runamok Meadery (Jan.
14).

2026 Milestones:
International Year of the
Woman Farmer — Maine
Senior FarmShare Pro-
gram acknowledges 25
years, special community
engagement activities (3-6
p-m. Jan. 14)

Agritourism  Sum-
mit — Training, digital field
days, and tourism partner-
ships (Jan. 15).

Planning to Attend

There is no admis-
sion fee to attend the
show. Please check the
conference listings for any
pre-registration and course
fee requirements. Full ses-
sion schedules and reg-
istration information are
available at: https:/www.
maine.gov/dacf/agtradess-
how.

Nominees
Continued from page 5
Yarmouth Yar-
mouth High School

Anika Manning
Saco Thorn-
ton Academy

Cooper Manser
Berwick Noble
High School

Thomas McLellan
Eliot Mar-
shwood High School

Jaden Mizera
Palermo Erskine
Academy

Isaiah Morgan
Cumberland Center Gree-
ly High School

Harlow O’Leary
Saco Thorn-
ton Academy

Ashton O’Roak
Hampden Hamp-
den Academy

Samuel Poulin
Scarborough Ch-
everus High School

Joshua Pra
tt Rockland
Oceanside High School

Jasper Wills
Bethel Gould
Academy

United States Naval

Academy — Annapolis

N a m e
Hometown High
School

Jacob Biberstein
Orrington Bangor
High School

lan Britt
Topsham Mt.
Ararat High School

Alberto Cutone
Kennebunk Maine
Connections Academy

Elaina Gagnon
Lebanon Noble
High School

Elliot Irving
Bangor John
Bapst Memorial  High
School

Cooper Manser
Berwick Noble
High School

Thomas McLellan
Eliot Mar-
shwood High School

Jaden Mizera
Palermo Erskine
Academy

Isaiah Morgan
Cumberland Center  Gree-
ly High School

Thomas Ocampo
Scarborough Scar-

borough High School

Harlow O’Leary
Saco Thorn-
ton Academy

Ashton O’Roak
Hampden Hamp-
den Academy

Samuel Poulin
Scarborough Ch-
everus High School

Joshua Pra
tt Rockland
Oceanside High School

Reed Proscia
Freeport Free-
port High School

Otto Schoenthal
Southport Lincoln
Academy

Aiden Surran
Hampden Hamp-
den Academy

Cole Tomuschat
Scarborough Scar-
borough High School

Jasper Wills
Bethel Gould
Academy

United States Air
Force Academy — Colorado

Springs
Name Home-
town High School
Derek Barbie
Yarmouth Carra-
bassett Valley Academy

Jacob Biberstein
Orrington Bangor
High School

Ian Britt
Topsham Mt.
Ararat High School

Kayden Daviault
Cape Elizabeth Cape
Elizabeth High School

Patrick Delaney
Gorham Gor-
ham High School

Elaina Gagnon
Lebanon Noble
High School

Elliot Irving
Bangor John
Bapst Memorial  High
School

Cooper Manser
Berwick Noble
High School

Aiden McKenna
Skowhegan Skow-
hegan High School

Thomas McLellan
Eliot Mar-
shwood High School

Leonardo ~ Mlynski
Hampden Hamp-
den Academy

Isaiah Morgan
Cumberland Center  Gree-
ly High School

Cooper Neely

Old Town Oold
Town High School

Harlow O’Leary
Saco Thorn-
ton Academy

Ashton O’Roak
Hampden Hamp-
den Academy

Samuel Poulin
Scarborough Ch-
everus High School

Joshua Pra
tt Rockland
Oceanside High School

Seth Starkey
Lebanon Noble
High School

United States Mer-

chant Marine Academy -

Kings Point

Name Home-
town High School

Jacob Biberstein
Orrington Bangor
High School

Kaitlyn Dostie
Hope Camden
Hills Regional High School

Elliot Irving
Bangor John
Bapst Memorial  High
School

Isaiah Morgan
Cumberland Center  Gree-
ly High School

Harlow O’Leary
Saco Thorn-
ton Academy

Ashton O’Roak
Hampden Hamp-
den Academy

Wallace Pooler
South China The
Hill School

Samuel Poulin
Scarborough Ch-
everus High School

Jasper Wills
Bethel Gould
Academy.

Best
Source

for Arts,
Music and
Theater!

Your

Hometown Paper.
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One solution for oxygen at

home, away, and for travel

: Introducing the INOGEN ONE
- It's oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refill. No more deliveries. No
more hassles with travel. The INOGEN ONE
portable oxygen concentrator is designed to

provide unparalleled freedom for oxygen
therapy users. It's small, lightweight, clinically
proven for stationary and portable use,
during the day and at night, and can go
virtually anywhere — even on most
airlines. Inogen accepts Medicare and
many private insurances!

Reclaim Your
Freedom And
Independence NOW!

Inogen

Call Inogen Today To }
Request Your FREE Info Kit

1-877-402-1909

© 2020 Inogen, Inc. All rights reserved. MKT-P0108

( ~ BEB RATING
'BBEB A+
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Build now.
Save now.

Call and schedule your
new garage install today.
FREE estimates.

No Money Down « Financing Available

AMERICAN
== BUILDERS ===

" Custom Building ¢ Remodeling ™ G |5 Mkl

(207) 500-8100 - www.AmericanBuildersMaine.com
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Business Directory

ACCOUNTANT

FLOWER SHOPPE

@

AUSTIN ASSOCIATES

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Auburn 207-783-9111 Norway 207-743-7777
AustinPA.com

Your Financial Team

AUTO CARE

The Only Full-Service Gas Station in Auburn!

Poisson & Sons
Auto Care Center, Inc.

Computer Diagnostics * Yokohama Tires
Repairs ¢ Alignments ¢ Inspection Station
Gas ¢ Clear K1 *Tune-ups ¢ Brakes ¢ Batteries
Dan & Don Poisson
dfpoisson@aol.com

260 S. Main St., Auburn ¢ 782-9144

MASONRY

E'| www.sweet—peaﬂor-a*l&‘esignsme.com |-E

Jason Hodsdon

JasonHodsdonMasonry@gmail.com

Al |
mny W
ST

Fully Insured
Free Estimates
20+ Years of Experience

Masonry « Culture Stones
Chimneys « Chimney Cleaning
Repointing & Repairs
Restoration
Stainless Steel Liners

North Monmouth
(207) 215-3557

PHOTOGRAPHY

QQJ@ Z:amame

Executive Portraits « Business photographs ¢ Videos

Gray, ME
(207) 657-6372

maine@portraitefx.com
www.maine.portraitefx.com

PRINTING

RICK OSGOOD

owner

207-782-0525

phone

Full Service Commercial Printer
Color & B/W Printing & Copying
Large Format - Posters
Booklets - Carbonless Forms
Letterheads « Envelopes
Business Cards - Labels - Tags
Design Service - and More!

“ A
EVERGREEN

CUSTOM PRINTING, INC.

2 Great Falls Plaza, Suite 1B
Auburn ME 04210
info@evergreencustomprinting.com

SPACE AVAILABLE

MARINE SERVIGES

SELF STORAGE

Your ad

HERE!
Call 795-5017

CHIROPRACTOR

BOAT REPAIR SHOP

"FPONTESHh

Marine Service

——~o \\;//\»
g
MerCruiser PE NTA YA N M A R
OIVIC Perkins| -lelvetDrive

237 Lewiston Road * Topsham, ME 04086 - (207) 725-5997
www.pontesmarine.com

AUBURN SELF STORAGE, LLC

23 Goldthwaite Rd.
Auburn, ME 04210

PO Box 715
Lewiston, ME 04243

PAINTING

Family Chiropractic Center

Experience Life

1485 Lisbon Street, Lewiston
207.783.0078

www.familychirome.com

CONTRACTORS

Fully Insured « 5 Year Workmanship Warranty

AMERICAN
BUILDERS

Custom Building ¢ Remodeling

r Call 207-500-8100
2, For FREE Estimates

500 8100

Quality Work with References Available

Interiors ¢ Exteriors
Free Estimates

Drywall Repair
Pressure Washing

Pamtmg Co.

WADE J. LIBBY

WJLibbyPainting@gmail.com CELL: 207.210.0605

PHOTOGRAPHY

Shipping
— o Packing

|
|
. = °* Receiving :
|
|
|

e Copies
e Fax Service
° Mallbox Rentals

| |
1)y W UNITED STATES |
| B sosmacsenvice. Fed o
9 N. River Road in Auburn ~ www.AuburnGoinPostal.com ~ 784-9900

WEB HOSTING

nfacebouk (207) 212-5993

QCO At |

LauraElainesPhotography@gmail.com

www.facebook. com/LouroEIOm@sPhoTogrophy

Web Hosting
Web Design
Web Promotion
One Stop
207-442-9006

MAINE HOSTING

CONTACT US TODAY FOR POSSIBLE OPENINGS
FOR YOUR AD IN OUR BUSINESS DIRECTORY!
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Saturdays
AUBURN - Stock up on
BOOKS at great prices —
50¢ to $3! Shop Saturday
mornings at the APL Book-
store 9:00-12:30 for gently
used books, ever-changing
inventory, wide selection
of children’s, fiction and
non-fiction books, plus
DVDs and puzzles. Au-
burn Public Library, lower
level, 46 Spring Street, Au-
burn.

Dec 24
GORHAM - Christ-
mas Eve Service: De-
cember 24, 6 pm HOPE
SPRINGS CHAPEL at
The OId Robie School,
668 Gray Road. Pastor:

Bill Foss. FMI https://
www.hschapel.org/, info@
hschapel.org, https://
www.facebook.com/
hopespringschapel
Dec 24

BUXTON - Open
to the community at no
charge, Christmas Eve

Turkey dinner with all the
fixings - Wednesday, De-
cember 24, 2025 - 5:00 pm
at Living Waters Church,
Parker Farm Road, Bux-
ton. There will be a short
Christmas Eve service fol-
lowing the dinner
Dec 29

LEWISTON - Join
the Androscoggin Histor-
ical Society, Auburn Pub-
lic Library, and Lewiston
Public Library as we part-
ner to explore fiction with a
historical twist. We will be
meeting on the last Mon-
day of each month from
5:30 — 6:30pm to discuss
a historical fiction novel.
Our next meeting will take
place on December 29th
@ 5:30pm, at the Andro-
scoggin Historical Society,
located at 93 Lisbon St.,

Calendar

Send your submissions to the Editor. More online.

Lewiston, ME 04240. We
will be reading The East-
ern. Book One: The Early
Years by Deborah Gould.
Jan 5

ONLINE - Univer-
sity of Maine Cooperative
Extension will host a webi-
nar on Monday, January 5,
2026, from 6-7:15 p.m. fo-
cused on building financial
literacy and management
skills for commercial hor-
ticulture businesses.

Jan 5 & Feb 2

LEWISTON - The
Lewiston Public Library’s
monthly crafters’ meet up
will continue into the win-
ter. Maker Monday meets
every first Monday of the
month from 4-6:30pm in
the Couture Room.

Jan 10

LEWISTON — From
Ilam-12pm the Lewiston
Public Library Children’s
Department will be of-
fering New Year’s Wish
Trees, a family keepsake
program. Families will
be able to decorate a tree
of wishes for the new
year. Extra paper for wish-
es will be packaged into
envelopes for families so
they can continue to add
to their trees after the pro-
gram. Families with chil-
dren ages 14 and under are
welcome to attend. This
program will take place in
the IDEA LAB on the sec-
ond floor of the library.

Jan 13-15

AUGUSTA - The
Maine Department of Ag-
riculture, Conservation
and Forestry (DACF) has

LEGAL NOTICE

PETITION FOR A PARDON STATE OF MAINE
Augusta, January 15, 2026 - Notice is hereby given that a
Petition for a Pardon for Katie R. Smith who was convicted of
the crimes Theft by Unauthorized Taking or Transfer (E) Theft
by Unauthorized Taking or Transfer (E)Theft by Unauthorized
Taking or Transfer (E) PENCD-CR-2013-00546, and Theft
by Unauthorized Taking(C) Falsifying Physical Evidence (D)
PENCD-CR-2015-30129 is now pending before the Governor
and a hearing will be conducted on Thursday January 15, 2026,
at 9 A.M. Please visit the following link for Hearing details:
https://www.maine.gov/corrections/pardonboard

announced the full slate
of educational sessions
and meetings for the 85th
Maine Agricultural Trades
Show, taking place January
13-15, 2026, at the Augus-
ta Civic Center.
Jan 16 & 17
SOUTH PORT-
LAND — South Portland
High School, 637 Highland
Avenue, South Portland on
Friday, January 16, 2026 at
7:30pm and Saturday, Jan-
vary 17, 2026 at 3:00pm.
This winter, we present a
formidable choral program
entitled “I Have a Voice.”
Jan 22
NEW  GLOUCES-
TER —Free artist event at
Unity Environmental Uni-
versity. Each event high-
lights a Maine-based artist
with a pop-up exhibition,
lecture, and catered recep-
tion. Matt Russ: Moments
of Clarity at 5:00 pm,
70 Farm View Dr, New
Gloucester, ME 04260.
Feb 26
NEW  GLOUCES-
TER — Free artist event at
Unity Environmental Uni-
versity. Each event high-
lights a Maine-based artist
with a pop-up exhibition,
lecture, and catered recep-
tion. lan Trask: Art from
the Waste Stream at 5:00
pm, 70 Farm View Dr, New
Gloucester, ME 04260.
ApY9
NEW  GLOUCES-
TER — Free artist event at
Unity Environmental Uni-
versity. Each event high-
lights a Maine-based artist
with a pop-up exhibition,
lecture, and catered recep-
tion. Ben Potter: Pollen and
Gatorade: Materials and
Connotations in the Land-
scape, at 5:00 pm, 70 Farm
View Dr, New Gloucester,
ME 04260.
May 28
NEW  GLOUCES-
TER — Free artist event at
Unity Environmental Uni-
versity. Each event high-
lights a Maine-based artist
with a pop-up exhibition,

lecture, and catered re-
ception. Edwige Charlot:
Artist talk, at 5:00 pm,
70 Farm View Dr, New
Gloucester, ME 04260.

Christmas

Continued from page 6
Torrey Gimpel
Jim Hodgkin
River Charlett
Mary Jo Hodgkin
Cassie Asselin
Nexx Marcoux
Avery Thibodeau
Elijah Middleton
Michelle Breton
Jacob Hodgkin
Jackie Preston
Theresa Cormier
Adrian Morneau
Jenn Leblanc
Stephen Miller
Preston Marston
Meg Thibodeau
Noel Cramp
Lorraine Giasson
Allen Brann
Kai Desilva
Leeanne Weston
Kathy Haley
Alexis Dascoulias
Tom Marston
Graton Weston

Firefighter

Continued from page 1

and towns, each of the
semifinalists received a

donation to further support
their classroom and school,
along with a feature on
BostonGlobe.com and the
opportunity to attend the
Wasabi Fenway Bowl.

To date, the pro-
gram has given more than
$130,000 for over 150
educators across New En-
gland.

Best
Source

for Arts,
Music and
Theater!

Your

Hometown Paper.

GRIDIRQN
Reotaurant

LEWISTON, MAINE

gAY
HERET)

""" [=1 § OPEN DAILY

1967 Lisbon Street Lewiston, Maine

The Place where
W?/W i
Kappy.

TIAM-9PM
DINE IN - TAKE 0UT
207-7717-6353
207-777-6354

Gorham, ME 04038

Open for curbside pick-up, take out,
indoor dining, bowling and arcade!

American pub-style food and drinks.

A 7 Railroad Ave, Ste 102

W www.jctbowl.com
P 207.222.7600
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FLAGSHIP C

) Demcar®

CIn¢mas

VISIT ONE OF OUR FIVE MAINE LOCATIONS!

AUBURN | FALMOUTH | WELLS | WATERVILLE | THOMASTON

WWW.FLAGSHIPCINEMAS.COM

NVME opens
application for
Gilda E. Nardone
(GEN) Scholarship

AUGUSTA, ME
— New Ventures Maine
(NVME) Executive Di-
rector Janet Smith has
announced a call for
applications for the Gil-
da E. Nardone (GEN)
scholarship. Awards of
up to $1,000 each will be
given to help defray the
cost of college tuition
and other education
expenses for the 2026-
27 academic year. For
more information and to
apply, visit the NVME
website.

The GEN Endowed
Scholarship Fund was
established in 2019 to
honor the legacy of long-
time NVME Executive
Director, Gilda E. Nar-
done and her commit-
ment to education access
and success for adult

learners.
Savannah Rice, a
2025 awardee, said of

the scholarship’s impact,
“l work several jobs
and serve as a graduate
assistant, but the cost
of attending school has

ventures

maine

been difficult to manage.
I am so thankful to have
found this scholarship
and to have taken an ap-
plicable class, My Mon-
ey Works, through New
Ventures Maine.” Sa-
vannah’s story is online.

The scholarship
committee, made up of
NVME Advisory Coun-
cil members, will accept
applications up until the
deadline of Friday, Feb-
ruary 20, 2026.

Gifts to the fund
ensure that graduates
of NVME’s career, fi-
nancial, and business
development programs
will receive financial
and other support ser-
vices to attend college
and complete their de-
grees in Maine at any
University of Maine
System location, any
Maine Community Col-
lege, or the Universi-
ty of New England. To
donate to the fund, visit
the NVME secure giving
portal online at bit.ly/
NVMEGiving

We
Deliver.

Eats
GRUBHUB'

SUBWAY
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CAMPER
FOR SALE

Keystone campfire edition
travel trailer. New June
2018. 29.8 feet. Less than
500 miles on it. 12 foot
slide out, large refrigerator,
leather couch. Two gray
water tanks, large closets,
over $9000 extras. AC/
furnace. Paid $34,000 new.
Must sell. Asking $21,000.
207-310-0212.

Keystone Sprinter 5th
Wheel. 2018, 31 feet,
2 super slides, large
refrigerator, like new - hardly
used. Full winter cover,
super glide included. Asking
$25,500 - please call 207-
754-2165

CLEANING

NORTHERN SUPREME
CLEANING. Junk removal
* Yard cleanup. Everything
& anything! Residential
& Commercial Our
team ensures spotless,
refreshed spaces with
eco-friendly practices
and competitive pricing.
*Trust us for a superior
cleaning experience!®
Call (207) 595-6347 or
email Northernsupreme
cleaning@gmail.com

Commercial Office
Cleaning. 1st Choice
Floor Care & Building
Maintenance. Commercial
cleaning company with 25+
years experience and fully
insured. 1 day a week or
more we can do it all. Call,
email or text. (207) 956-
3114 stephen@1stcoice
floorcare.com
www. 1stchoicefloorcare.com

EDUCATION

Enjoy American History
Download free ebooks
from Ebooksforstudents.
org. Enjoy exciting
narratives about World
War I, Korea and Vietnam.
Read about the Freedom
Rides, the discovery of
penicillin and how women
won the right to vote.

FOR SALE

All-in-one Dell printer and
fax machine. $495. Call
783-8327.

Wood boiler — Must go!
$2,500. Alternate heating
carbon steel wood boil-
er. Purchased in 1996 for

$6,800. New door seal,
bricks, blanket, and sili-
cone card bead. Includes
cycle timer and plumb fit-
tings. 1,400#. Model E100
wood gun. Can be lifted di-
rectly into your trailer.

HOUSE KEEPING

Housekeeping/ House
Arranging small items
to aid in mobility. Small
jobs/spring cleaning and
removal of unwanted items.
Scheduled regularly and
ongoing. (207) 705-7989

LOOKING TO
DOWNSIZE?

This may be for you. Small
Guest House To Rent. 1
1/2 blocks from Bates Col-
lege, 300 FT from a neigh-
borhood park and play-
ground. Fully furnished or
not if you have your own
furniture. Off street parking
and private. All utilities in-
cluded. $1400 per month.
Tele 207-376-5492.

REAL ESTATE
WANTED

LIVE & CODE
IN MAINE

Maine cybersecurity start-
up seeks local software
engineer

Defendify is looking for a
senior full stack engineer to
join full-time. Small team/
big results. Fun + flexible
+ always interesting. Come
build our award-winning,
all-in-one cybersecurity
platform. Position informa-
tion and to apply: www.de-
fendify.com/careers.

CLASSIFIED ADS
$25 PER WEEK

Seeking house , cottage,
bungalo, two or three
family property, we have
sufficient ability to pur-
chace quickly, no commi-
sions. 207-749-1718 or
mainebuyers@gmail.com

SEWING,
MENDING

CAN MAKE IT FIT
Sewing, mending: Shirts,
pants, coats, nightgowns,
curtains. Most anything
that needs fixing. Buttons,
T-shirts $10 for machine
sewn, $20 for hand sewn.
Call 929-1038

1 Visa

SENIOR TRIPS

If interested in any of the
following trips or upcom-
ing trips, please contact
Claire Bilodeau at 784-
0302 or Cindy Boyd at
345-9569. If we are not
available, please leave a
message and we will call
you as soon as we can.

SEPTEMBER 20 - 28,
2026 - DISCOVER
PAINTED CANYONS
OF THE WEST - Trip
includes 9 days and 11
meals.  Highlights are
Colorado National Park,
Wine tasting in the midst
of Colorado Wine Coun-
try. Moab, Arches Nation-
al Park, Canyonlands Na-
tional Park, Dead Horse
Point State Park, Capitol
Reef State Park, Bryce
Canyon National Park
and Zion National Park
all in Utah, last day in Ve-
gas. Included in price is
round trip air from Logan
International Airport and
all Hotel Transfers. De-
posit is $698.00 pp plus
$429.00 if you want travel
protection.

May 23-31, 2026 — BILT-
MORE ESTATE & ASHE-
VILLE, N.C. - This trip
includes 9 days and 8
nights lodging, 8 break-
fasts and 6 dinners. You

Classified Ads
o 4O VWORDS!

Send payment with completed form to our bookkeeping office:
89 Union Street, Suite 1014 Auburn, ME 04210 or email it to us!

will have a full day at the
Biltmore Estate and expe-
rience the Biltmore House

and Gardens. You will
also visit the Antler Village
and Winery. You will have
a guided tour of Asheville
and the magnificent St.
Lawrence Basilica. We
will experience a drive on
the Blue Ridge Parkway
(America’s Most visited
park unit). We also visit
the Thomas Wolfe Me-
morial State Historic Site.
These are the highlights
of the trip and there is so
much more that we will
see. On our way home
we stop at the Nasher
Museum of Art at Duke
University. Price for this
trip is $1,245.00 per per-
son double occupancy. A
$75.00 deposit per person
is due upon signing up.
The trip includes the bus
driver tip and all tour gra-
tuities. Add $349.00 for
single occupancy. Final
payment is due 3/16/26.

OCTOBER 18-23, 2026
— SHIPSHEWANA, INDI-
ANA - This trip includes
6 days and 5 nights lodg-
ing, 3 breakfasts and 3
dinners.  You will have
a full day guided tour of
Indiana’s Amish Country
with a tour of an Amish
Homestead and an Au-
thentic Amish Dinner. We
will experience Cook’s Bi-

25

EaAaACH ADDITIONAL WORD 25¢

1 Master Card

Card #| |

L]

L[]

1]

Exp. date

/ Signature

Name & Address

3 digits #
on back

son Ranch with a scenic
Wagon Tour of their ma-
jestic ranch while seeing
the bison up-close and
even feeding them. We
will spend time shop-
ping and having lunch
at Shipshewana Trading
Place which is constant-
ly ranked one of the top
five Flea Markets in the
Country. We will see the
show “Loves Comes Soft-
ly” at the Blue Gate The-
ater. Price for this trip is
$865.00 per person dou-
ble occupancy. A $75.00
deposit is due upon sign-
ing up. Trip includes bus
driver tip and all tour gra-
tuities. Add $305.00 for
single occupancy. Final
payment is due 8/11/26.

If you are interested in
any of these trips or
for more information,
please contact Claire
at 784-0302 or Cindy at
345-9569.

CLASSIFIED ADS
$25 PER WEEK

Send all
items for
What’s Going On
to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.
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Ever reen Follow us on Facebook

egcu.org/auto www.facebook.com/twincitytimes

Credit Union

Auto Loans ||

”4“”!

J

Rates ‘ |
as
low

Insulate.

Start now.
Local Be comfortable.

Financing Save money.

Leader Act now while rebates up to
$8,000 are available*

SEAT) Find an insulation

professional
or Iﬁo PPy K Trustpilot at efficiencymaine.com
or ca Rated 4.8 Stars

& ,:: 1
207-221-5000 as of 11/10/25 i 74 e or call 866-376-2463. @fﬁii@

1 Annual Percentage Rate as of 11/7/2025. Rates subject to change without notice. Not all
applicants will qualify for the lowest rate or be approved.Advertised rate is based on risk * All homeowners eligible for rebates up to $4,000. Verified income-eligible

based & relationship pricing discounts. For more information, visit egcu.org/auto. homeowners qualify for rebates up to $8.000. See efficiencymaine.com for details

YOU DESER\
AWARD-\
FIBER INTEF

No contracts. No data cap. Starting at’
10x faster than cable. AT $30/mo

Check availability
1.888.805.5275

FidiumFiber.com/GetFastFiber

IT FEELS LIKE FI

fi d um Bg

flber Internet Provider in Maine

*Offer available to residential customers only. Terms and conditions apply.




