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Russellville to host January 19th Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Commemoration March

Financial security — | can help
you achieve it. Let’s talk.
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.JJ McCormick
220 W.Tennessee, Suite 112
Florence, AL 35630
256-668-7803
jeffrey.w.mccormick@mwarep.org

Have an opinion?
. Story idea?

256 332 0255 : -

Morgan Chiropractic

Ch:ropracuc Jor
the Entire Family

Dr. Tom Morgan

332-4949

Healthy Smiles for
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Russellville will be the host site for
this year’s Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Commemoration March set for
Monday, January 19th.

The annual event rotates among
Lauderdale, Colbert and Franklin
Counties each year as an important
time for reflection, community serv-
ice and celebration of King’s contri-
butions to the Civil Rights
Movement.

The January 19th program is being
organized by the Franklin County
Branch of the Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., Memorial Scholarship

Reed Garage Door Co.
Sales, Service,
P65 FLT-7 767

Committee.

This year’s theme is ‘From Dreams
to Reality, the Work Continues: The
Courage to Care, The Power of
Change’’

The march will begin at 11 a.m., at
the A\W. Todd Centre in downtown
Russellville and will proceed to the
steps of the Franklin County
Courthouse before returning to the
Todd Centre, where a special pro-
gram will highlight the life and
accomplishments of Dr. King. A meal
will be served following the short pro-
gram.

Speakers at the January 19th event
include the Reverend Dr. John H.
Curry, Senior Pastor, Mt. Olive

See ‘MARCH,’ Page 4

RHS Career Tech students tour CertainTeed
manufacturing plant as part of company’s
workforce development |n|t|at|ve

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

You couldn't hide the big smile on
the face of Dr. AnnaKay Holland
Tuesday morning at the Open House
for Russellville City Schools' Career
and Technical Education Building.

And why would she want to?
Holland, the Director of Career
Technical Education for Russellville
City Schools, her faculty and stu-
dents welcomed visitors with tours of
the new and improved CTE Center
Tuesday.

With the recent completion of a $6.2
million expansion and renovation
building project, the Career and
Technical Education Department will
allow more students than ever to

| 256-332-6888

Recent Career Tech additions
include a bay that serves as
an operating fire station for
Fire Science education.

build

their resumes and develop job-ready
skills, whether their plans after high
school include additional education
or immediate entry into the work

See ‘CAREER TECH’ Page 4
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We Match ABC State Store Liquor Prices!
15385 Hwy 43

in Russellville
(Across from Burger King)
Mon.-Thurs. 9 a.m. - 10 p.m.

aking care of
your family’s
dental needs

= Brett M. Bowen, S
Bowen '
Family

@entlstry
MUMOMROIG RuuelMlle 256 332 4000

|\ 8

“We don’t back
down to anyone, but

= L)
we will back up!
11833 Hwy 43 South
Russellville, AL 356653

256.332.7279

« BENEFITS JUST AT 31 DAYS!
* GREAT HOURS!
¢ CAREER GROWTH!
* $21.50 STARTING RATE +
WEEKLY BONUS




Pick up your FREE copy of the
Franklin Free Press at GJ's!!!

GROCERY

_ FISHING
SUPPLIES

DELI

Monuments are Designed &
Lettered in our | shop.
On-site Engraving & Sandblasting
Franklin County’s Home Owned and

Operated Monument Dealer!

Grant & Beverly Atkins

403 East Lawrence Street
Russellville, Alabama

“In Memory of our loved ones...”
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works
and Franklin Memory Gardens

256-332-1324

@< Full Service Deli w/ Breakfast
& Lunch Plates

&< Ethanol-Free Gas

&< Hunting/Fishing Licenses

&< Fishing Supplies/ Live Bait

14545 AL 187 @
Intersection of AL 24

Owner, Daniel Parrish

* Leaf Removal
* Spring/Fall Clean-Ups
* Bush & Shrub
Trimming
. Pressur Washi '

* Lawn Mowing &
Maintenance

* Edging & Trimming
Fertilizing & Weed

REWARD YOURSELF OR
SOMEONE You
LOVE :

)

Licensed Massage Therapist LMT #1495
/ Reiki Practitioner .

Creatlve Image Salon
129 Hwy 43 « SprucePlne

Rickey Dale Barker, 65, passed peacefully in his home,
surrounded by his immediate family, on the evening of
January 2, 2026. Spry Memorial Chapel assisted the
family.

Willard Hal Jones, age 78, of Spruce Pine, Alabama
passed away on December 30, 2025, at
Hellen Keller Hospital in Sheffield, surrounded by family.
Services were held at Pinkard Funeral Home in Russell-
ville.

Nancy Lee Stepp Lynch, 83, passed away Tuesday, De-
cember 30, 2025 at Terrace Manor Nursing and Rehab,
Russellville. Deaton Funeral Home was in charge of the ar-
rangements.

Audrey Jane Edwards, age 82, of Russellville, passed
away on Saturday, December 27, 2025, at Russellville Hos-
pital. Visitation was held on January 2nd. Spry Memorial
Chapel assisted the family.

Kevin William Murray, 48 years old of Russellville, passed
away on December 30, 2025. Pinkard Funeral Home as-
sisted with the arrangements.

Judy Carol Smith Pounders, age 66, of Russellville,
passed away on Thursday, December 25, 2025, at Arabella
Wellness Center. A private service was held for the family.

Spry Memorial Chapel assisted the family.

PREDATOR
g~ PEST CONTROL

“The Insect Predator”

Eddie Deaton
(256) 627-1996

50 Years Combined Experience

Toll Free 1-888-832-5405

(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055




Russellville Hospital

welcomes back

Sandy Evans, CRNP

. to our Rural Health Clinic.

- Accepting New Patients
- Same Day Appointments

- Family Practice, Primary care Medical
Check-Ups, Health Screenings .

256.331.2700
156225 Hwy 43 - Suite |

.l RUSSELLVILLE
l. HOSPITAL
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Back to the Bible
by Larsen Plyler:
Matthew 10:5-25

Jesus sent the apostles on what is called the “Limited Commission.”
They were to go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, not to the
Gentiles or Samaritans (remember 9:36). They were to carry on Jesus’
work of teaching and healing. They were not to try to make money with
their work. They had freely received the power, so they were to give
freely. Jesus told them to travel light and be ready to go. They were to
be provided food as they journeyed. These were special instructions for
the moment. Later journey’s would require preparation and financial
support (see | Cor. 9:1-18).

They needed to find people “worthy” to stay with. A worthy house
received peace. An unworthy house wouldn’t. Worthiness was not
determined by the house’s comfort, but by its response to the apostle’s
preaching. If a house or town did not listen, the apostle was to leave
and shake the dust off their feet— a sign of rejection. At judgment it
would be better for Sodom and Gomorrah than for a town that rejected
the apostles.

But, the apostles needed to anticipate rejection— and worse. Jesus
previews what they’d experience in the short and long term.

They were sheep in the middle of wolves. So, they needed to be
snake-like wisdom and dove-like innocence. They’d be dragged before
courts and officials and beaten. But, Jesus promised that the Spirit
would give them the words to speak.

This would even bring divisions within families. The apostles would be
hated. But, endurance to the end promised salvation.

They needed to engage as many cities as possible before Jesus’
coming. (I take it that He is referencing Dan. 7:13-14 regarding the
establishment of His kingdom (see v. 7 and 16:28). Rejection was a
signal to move on.

Disciples and servants get what their teacher and master got. They
called Jesus “Beelzebul” (a name for Satan). They’d do the same and
worse to those who follow Him.

Lessons to Learn:

Reception of the apostles reflected reception of Jesus. Rejection of
the apostles reflected rejection of Jesus. To reject their words puts us
in a dreadful position in view of judgment. It would be worse for them
than for Sodom and Gomorrah because they had the miracles and
teachings right there in front of them and they still rejected it!

The apostles knew suffering was coming. The apostles followed
Jesus and taught His word even though there was no promise of earth-
ly gain and warnings of suffering. That speaks to their commitment to
the authenticity of their message. It was no “get rich” scheme. Seeing
the way the apostles will suffer in their labor should make us consider
their words carefully.

Tune in to 100.7 WGOL Sunday at 8:30am for our Back to the Bible
Radio Program.

Reach out with your questions, comments, or requests for personal
Bible study at backtothebiblepodcast.com or at info@backtothebible-
podcast.com

. SUNDAY 8:30 AM

baocktothehbiblepodcost.com
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‘MARCH, from Page 1 sanvamy 7, 2026
y

Missionary Baptist Church, Tuskegee, Al., and Mariah Wiggs, host of WHNT Channel 19’s |
Day to Day Show.

All events are free and open to everyone.

King’s legacy is the continued fight for racial equality, justice and human rights through
nonviolent means. Dr. King’s efforts led to the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and
the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

His vision is as important and meaningful in 2025 as it was 60 years ago, as his message
continues to inspire civil rights activists across the globe.

What distinguished King from other civil rights advocates was his masterful use of non-
violent resistance, including peaceful protests and civil disobedience, all rooted in love
and empathy, that challenged segregation and discrimination against all groups.

His legacy lives on in ongoing societal struggles against racism, voter suppression and J4 - N N
economic disparities still faced by many Americans today. Members of the Franklin County Branch of

At its January 5th meeting, the Russellville City Council approved a resolution recogniz- the Dr. Martin Luther King Memorial Schol-
ing the January 19th Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., holiday and supporting the efforts of the arship Committee with a framed resolu-
Franklin County Branch of the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Scholarship Committee. tion presented to them by the Russellville

Russellville District Four Councilman Lonnie Freeman presented a framed copy of the €Y c°“'fc" at its January 5th meeting.
resolution to committee members at the January 5th meeting. :"’Im 'ef:,'.‘hepe"a.:amt’ :n""lsfde\';t w'"'a':

For more information on the January 19th Commemoration March, contact Franklin D:rs:":;,hollzﬁonreﬂ ent ielvin Young an
County Branch President William Nelson at 256-412-3566 or Melvin Young, Vice-Pres- y )
ident, at 256-366-7265.

‘GAREER TECH, from Page 1

And Russellville High School students are taking notice, with a record 688 students this year taking or having completed at least two

Career Tech courses. The program has seen record growth, with a growing itinerary of programs that will offer immediate certification

for job market entry after high school.

Students who complete at least two career tech classes are more likely to be employed post-graduation, have higher income and are

most likely to go on to college and earn a degree or certification.

And that's reason for Holland to smile.

“Our philosophy is the 'three E's,' employable, enrolled or enlist,” Holland said. “We want to provide our students with training that will

allow them to secure employment after high school, and dual enroliment courses to supplement their education if they choose to attend

college and training to help prepare those wanting to enlist in the military.

“From elementary school up, we are exposing our students to the benefits of CTE. There's no longer a stigma that you have to go to

college after high school. We have successful partnerships with our local economic development boards and local employers and man-

ufacturers so that students will have that option available to them after graduation,” she added.

One of those programs leading to immediate post-graduation employment is welding, with a newly-expanded state-of-the-art welding

facility, a multi-million investment with 16 welding booths for students. That's double the capacity from past years and the facility was

described as one of the best in Alabama by state administrators during a recent visit to RHS' Career Tech Center.

With the addition of seven new classrooms, this was the first significant upgrade/expansion for the Career Tech Building, constructed

in 1970.

Students can enroll in CTE courses in Army JROTC, Automotive Technology, Building and Construction, Business Management and

Administration, Business Information Technology (Computer Science), Cybersecurity, Engineering, Family and Consumer Science/Edu-

cation Training, Finance, Fire Science, HVAC, Healthcare Science, Plant Science, Welding and Career Coach courses at RHS, as well

as a Business Management & Administration course at Russellville Middle School.

The renovations included the addition of a bay that houses an operating fire station for Fire Science training and education. EMT and
Paramedic training is another new addition for Career Tech at Rus-

7% sellville.
@ E C — Along with Career Coach Alissa Moore, Holland has prioritized in-
ye are \_/ troducing Russellville City Schools students to Career Tech edu-

PI'OfeSSiOnaIS cation and helping them learn they no longer have to make a
Russellville » Moulton * Red Bay choice between AP courses or Career Tech. Students may enroll
“® Comprehensive Eye Exams in both, helping bolster their education and job marketability after

for Adults & Children graduation.
“® Contacts & Glasses

“® Eye Injuries & Emergencies

i . Send your guest columns
“® Designer & Safety Frames, Sunglass recipes, carto)!)n pagnels, letters to the edi-
8a.m.-5p.m. tor and other creative submissions to
eyecareprofessionalspc.com franklinfreepress@yahoo.com
15255 Hwy 43 * Russellville » 256.332.5440
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Franklin Gounty Farmers Federation, Herring A 2R
y
honored at state federation's annual meeting

Submitted

The Franklin County Farmers Federation (FCFF) and former FCFF President David
Herring were honored during the Alabama Farmers Federation’s 104th annual meet-
ing, held Dec. 8 in Montgomery.

The Franklin County Farmers Federation was presented with an Award of Excel- @&
lence. This honor recognizes counties for top-tier programs, community work and
agricultural advocacy during 2025.

FCFF President Derek Jackson received the award on behalf of the chapter at the
annual meeting.

Franklin County’s David Herring also received a Senior Leader Award for outstand-
ing leadership and 35 years of service to the Franklin County Farmers Federation
(FCFF).

This honor recognizes those who have served as county president, State Women’s [§
Leadership Committee chair or as a state board member and are over 70 years old.

Herring stepped into the role of FCFF president following the late Charles Ezzell.
During that transition, Herring provided steady, dependable leadership that guided
the organization through a period of renewal and growth.

He played a key role in bringing new faces, fostering relationships and strengthening
the foundation of the FCFF. Herring’s leadership style is marked by humility and con-
sistency.

“‘David may be quiet, but he is always there,” said FCFF President Derek Jackson |
about Herring. |

That simple statement reflects the deep respect Herring has earned — a leader
whose presence, reliability and commitment speak louder than words.

Herring and wife Yvonne have been married over 52 years. Together, they have
built a loving family with two children and two grandchildren.

Congratulations to the Franklin County Farmers Federation and David Herring for
these outstanding honors.

(Top Photo) FCFF President Derek Jackson re-
ceives his chapter’s Award of Excellence for
2025 at the Alabama Farmers Federation’s an-
nual meeting. (Bottom Photo) Former FCFF
President David Herring receives his Senior

John Almirol, M.D. abama Farmers Federation Executive Director
Internal Medicine Paul Pinyan.

“Over 22 Years Caring

... for Franklin County.”
( - Mon-Thur: 8:30-5:00

EREEEEIE) Friday: 8:30-12:00

Medicare, Medicaid, Viva, BCBS, Humana,

and United Healthcare insurances accepted.

Specializing in preventing, diagnosing
and treating a wide variety of diseases
and health issues affecting adults.

5V T $800" to $2,200"

*According to inventory and any prior history with this dealership.

2506 Woodward Ave * Muscle Shoals
256.383.7979 « 256.710.3711




throughout Russellvillie
and Franklin County!

We are offering the fastest
internet speeds in Alabama
and superior HD phone
services at affordable prices.

Ready to sign up?

www.freedomfiber.com
205-921-6712

Job Opportunity

Franklin County Water Service Authority (FCWSA) is
accepting completed applications with accompanying
resumes for the following positions until 4 p.m. on
Friday, January 23rd:

Grade IV Water Treatment Plant Operator
Applications may be obtained via email request to
suzannefrederick@fcwsa.net or picked up at the drive-up
window at the office in Belgreen.

No telephone calls, please.

FCWSA is an equal opportunity employer and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,
sex, religion, age, disability or any other protected class of individuals in employment or provision of services.

P
APPLIANCE

Do you need to get
rid of an old, inoperable
appliance at NO cost to you?

Just call 256-668-3445, or
256-436-9818. We will pick up your
old appliances free anywhere in

Franklin County!

he NACOLG SENIORx medlcatlon aSS|stance pro-

gram supplies free and low-cost medications for any-
one in Alabama with a disability or chronic illness, regardless of
age, that requires daily medication. Medicare recipients may
also be eligible. For more information, contact NACOLG
SENIORX today. There is no charge for this service. Call Paula
Pardue at 256-389-0529, 256-389-0530 or 1-800-AGELINE (1-
800-243-5463). This program is in partnership with the State of
Alabama and Alabama Department of Senior Services. Contact
us for more information.

Love Packages Ministry is in need of donations of new

and used Bibles (in any condition). They will be sent
to ministers and missionaries around the world who will distrib-
ute them. Donations can be dropped off in the church office of
Red Bay First Baptist Church or Russellville First Baptist
Church.

he Northwest Regional Library is proud to announce

audiobooks are now available through our Books-By-
Mail program. This program is completely free to those that are
medically homebound, live more than 10 miles from a town
with a public library, or require large print or audiobooks only.
Must be a resident of Marion, Franklin, or Lamar counties.
Contact the Northwest Regional Library at 205-487-2330 or
visit the website at northwestregional.net to find out more infor-
mation about the program. We are accepting donations of new
or gently used CD audiobooks. Donations can be dropped off
at any member library.

Northwest Shoals

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

YOU CAN
SPECIALIZE

nwscc.edu

256.383.4473 Ext. 2021
340 Cox Blvd * Sheffield, AL




PAGE 7

Time frame underway for individuals, businesses "~
y ;
- - - -
to support Russellvilie Hospital with dollar-for-tollar state tax credit

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

As of January 1, 2026, the window is now open for businesses and individuals wanting to support Russellville Hospital and/or any
eligible Alabama rural hospital through a credit on their Alabama state taxes.

Recognizing the vital role rural hospitals play in the health of our communities, the Alabama Legislature created the Rural Hospi-
tal Investment Program, a new initiative that gives individuals, families, and businesses the opportunity to directly support rural
hospitals like Russellville Hospital.

In return, donors receive a dollar-for-dollar credit on their Alabama state taxes.

“This program gives our community a meaningful way to care for us, just as we’ve been here to care for you,” said Chris Ware,
Russellville Hospital CEO. “By investing in your local hospital, you’re not only keeping care close to home, you’re helping secure a
healthier, stronger future for our community.”

Rural hospitals are unique. They consist of neighbors caring for neighbors, deeply rooted in the places they serve.

Beyond providing care 24/7, hospitals like Russellville Hospital create local jobs, support area businesses, and sponsor com-
munity traditions that bring people together. Contributions made through this program will help ensure that Russellville Hospital re-
mains strong and ready to serve—today and for generations to come.

Here’s how the program works:

* The Rural Hospital Investment Program began January 1, 2026.
» Contributions must be reserved and verified through the Alabama Department of Revenue’s (ADOR)My Alabama Taxes system.
(The procedures for reserving and claiming the credit will be posted on the ADOR website in December 2025.)
* Donors receive a state tax credit equal to the amount of their contribution, up to the following annual limits:
* Individuals: up to $15,000
« Married couples filing jointly: up to $30,000
* LLCs, S corporations, and partnerships: up to $450,000
« Corporations: up to $500,000
Once a credit reservation is made, donors have 30 days to

complete their contribution. The hospital then verifies the dona- .. RUSSELLVILLE
tion through the ADOR system to finalize the tax credit. .. HOSPITAL

“Every dollar contributed through this program stays here, sup-
porting local healthcare for you and your family,” said Ware. “This

is an incredible opportunity for our community to come together The Sleep Clinic at Russellville Hospital provides
and ensure access to care right here at home.” complete sleep health management including sleep studies,
Afull list of eligible hospitals will be available each year begin- diagnosis and treatment of sleep disorders.
ning December 1.
For more information on how to participate, visit the Alabama Our sleep experts are here to help you take control
Department of Revenue’s : of your sleep health. Most insurance companies do not
https://www.revenue.alabama.gov/tax-incentives/rural-hospital- require a referral to meet with one of our board

investment-tax-credit/. 2 certified sleep physicians.

'/\4\
’ZOe,m

Our experience and knowledgeab physlaans prowde- expert
advice for a multitude of sleep-related disorders, including:
Insomnia, sleep apnea, restless leg syndrome, snoring, exces-
sive daytime sleepiness, hypertension, periodic limb movement
syndrome (PLMS), sleepwalking and pediatric sleep problems.

Village at Oliver Place
NOW LEASING

Water included starting at:

Bl
55 2BR$505 ° 3 BR: $575

205.993.5005. * 1361 Pike Avenue ° Ph|| Campbell

www.russellvillehospital.com
@ TDD (Hearing impaired) 800.548.2546

15225 Hwy 43, Russellville, AL (256) 332-1611




Aderholt qualifies for reelection to represent Alahama’s Fourth
Congressional District

Submitted

Congressman Robert Aderholt officially qualified to seek reelection to represent Alabama’s
Fourth Congressional District, continuing his long-standing commitment to putting the needs
of North Alabama first.

Throughout his service in Congress, Aderholt has made constituent service a top priority,
maintaining a strong district presence and helping thousands of residents with veterans’ |
benefits, Social Security, Medicare, and issues involving federal agencies.

His work has consistently focused on delivering practical results for farmers, small busi-
nesses, seniors, and working families across the Fourth District. He has also made it a pri-
ority to stand up for the most vulnerable among us with pro-life and pro-family initiatives &
with his work as Chairman of the House Values Action Team.

As a senior member of the House Appropriations Committee, Aderholt has advocated for
policies that strengthen the economy, our borders, promote American energy independence,
support agriculture, maintain a strong military, and uphold conservative values important to
the people of North Alabama.

President Donald J. Trump has endorsed Congressman Aderholt for reelection, calling
him “a tremendous champion for Alabama’s 4th Congressional District” and praising his
leadership on America First priorities.

In his endorsement, President Trump highlighted Aderholt’s work to create jobs, cut taxes
and regulations, support American manufacturing, champion farmers and ranchers,
strengthen the military and veterans, secure the border, and defend the Second Amendment. President Trump concluded by giving
Aderholt his “complete and total endorsement,” stating, “He will never let you down.”| am grateful for President Trump’s endorsement
and for the continued trust of the people of the Fourth District,” Aderholt said. “Serving the people of this district has always been my
top priority, and | look forward to continuing that work on behalf of Alabama’s Fourth Congressional District.”

Congressman Aderholt remains committed to representing Alabama’s Fourth Congressional District with integrity, accessibility, and
results-driven leadership.Alabama's GOP primary is on May 19, 2026.

The general election will take place on November 3, 2026.

Congressman Robert Aderholt files his
reelection papers Monday in Hoover.
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Liquor!
(Ecluding allocated bottles)

* Russellville’s Best
Selection of Wine,
Liquor & Beer!

* Cheapest Beer & Tobacco
Prices in Town!

- Large Selection of Premium Cigars

w/ Humidifier Box!

15385 Hwy 43

in Russellville
(Across from Burger King)

Mon.-Thurs. 9 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri. - Sat. 9a.m. - 12 a.m.
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SERVICES

SELLING a
RV, Tractor
or Golf Cart?
ADVERTISE
STATEWIDE
or by region
in over 100
Newspapers,
reaching
over 1 mil-
lion readers
each week!
Run your ad
in our
Classified
Network for
just $210 per
week! Make
one call to
this newspa-
per (partici-
pating Ala-
SCAN news-
paper) or
call 1-800-
264-7043 to
find out how
easy it is to
advertise
statewide!

BEAUTIFUL
BATH
UPDATES in
as little as
ONE DAY!
Superior
quality bath
and shower
systems at
AFFORD-
ABLE
PRICES!
Lifetime war-
ranty & pro-
fessional
installs. Call
Now! 1-833-
770-0326

WATER
DAMAGE
CLEANUP &
RESTORA-
TION: A
small
amount of
water can
lead to major
damage in
your home.
Our trusted
profession-
als dry out
the wet area

and do
repairs to
protect your
family and
your home's
value! If you
have water
in your
home that
needs to be
dried, Call
24/7: 1-833-
879-1371
Have zip
code of serv-
ice location
ready when
you call!

We Buy
Houses for
Cash AS IS!
No repairs.
No fuss. Any

condition.
Easy three
step
process:
Call, get
cash offer
and get paid.
Get your fair
cash offer
today by
calling Liz
Buys
Houses: 1-
877-385-7131

Consumer
Cellular - the
same reli-
able, nation-
wide cover-
age as the
largest carri-
ers. No long-
term con-
tract, no hid-
den fees and
activation is
free. All
plans feature
unlimited
talk and text,
starting at
just
$20/month.
For more
information,
call 1-844-
358-5270

HEALTH/BE
AUTY

ATTENTION
OXYGEN
THERAPY
USERS!
Discover
Oxygen
Therapy
That Moves
with You
with Inogen
Portable
Oxygen
Concentrator
s. FREE
information
kit. Call 1-
833-650-7885

Attention:
VIAGRA and
CIALIS
USERS! A
cheaper
alternative to
high drug-
store prices!
50 Pill
Special -
Only $99!
100% guar-
anteed.
CALL NOW:
1-833-641-
6606

FOR SALE

AFFORD-
ABLE TV &
INTERNET. If
you are
overpaying
for your
service, call
now for a
free quote
and see how
much you
can save! 1-
833-641-6672

NEED NEW
FLOORING?
Call today
to schedule
a FREE in-
home esti-
mate on
Carpeting &
Flooring.
Call Today!
1-833-641-
6567

No more
cleaning out
gutters.
Guaranteed!
LeafFilter is
the most
advanced
gutter pro-
tection for
your home,
backed by a
no-clog
guarantee
and lifetime
transferrable
warranty.
Call today 1-
833-683-2005
to schedule
a FREE
inspection
and no obli-
gation esti-
mate. Plus
get 20% off!
Seniors and
military save
an additional
10%.
Restrictions
apply, see
representa-
tive for war-
ranty and
offer details

Prepare for
power out-
ages today
with a
Generac
Home
Standby
Generator.
Act now to
receive a

FREE 7-Year
warranty
with qualify-
ing pur-
chase* Call
1-877-323-
5516 today
to schedule
a free quote.
It’s not just a
generator.
It’s a power
move.

DENTAL
INSURANCE
from
Physicians
Mutual
Insurance
Company.
Coverage for
400 plus pro-
cedures.
Real dental
insurance -
NOT just a
discount
plan. Do not
wait! Call
now! Get
your FREE
Dental
Information
Kit with all
the details!
1-877-817-
4697
www.den-
tal50plus.co
m/alabama
#6258

Replace
your roof

with the best

.Cla

looking and
longest last-
ing material
steel from
Erie Metal
Roofs! Three
styles and
multiple col-
ors avail-
able.
Guaranteed
to last a life-
time! Limited
Time Offer
up to 50%
off installa-
tion +
Additional
10% off
install (for
military,
health work-
ers & 1st
responders.)
Call Erie
Metal Roofs:
1-833-955-
3163

AUTOMO-
TIVE

GOT AN
UNWANTED
CAR?7??
DONATE IT
TO PATRIOT-
IC HEARTS.
Fast free
pick up.
Patriotic
Hearts’ pro-
grams help
veterans find
work or start
their own

Pest Solutions

y/

Pest & osquito
Control

256-332-4008

scifiads
256.332.0255

BUSINESS * LOST & FOUND * GARAGE SALES * PETS « APPLIANCES * HELP WANTED « SERVICES * APPLIANCES * CLOTHING * FURNITURE

Veteran Car
Donations at
1-877-724-
3049 today!

business.
Call 24/7: 1-
833-426-0193

Donate your
car, truck,
boat, RV and
more to sup-
port our vet-
erans!
Schedule a
FAST, FREE
vehicle pick-
up and
receive a top
tax deduc-
tion! Call

Want to see your classified ad
here? Call the Franklin Free
Press at
256-332-0255, email us at
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com,
or send us a message on
Facebook.

For updates on news and
sports throughout the
week, don’t
forget to check us out on
the web at
www.franklinfreepress.net!

BUCKLE UP!

It Could Save
Your Life!




Reed Garage Door Co.
Sales, Service, Installation.
256-577-7767

PAID Franklin Free Press
113 Washington Ave. NW
Russellville,AL 35653

FranklinFreePress.net

Golden Tigers go 1-2 at
Deshier’s Bracy
Invitational Tournament

Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

After grabbing a win to open the 2025
Bracy Invitational, hosted by Deshler High
School, the Russellville High School varsity
boys’ basketball team dropped its final two
contests of the tournament to finish fourth.

The Invitational started on Friday,
December 26. The Golden Tigers, facing off
against the Central Wildcats, earned a huge
victory that night, beating CHS 70-33.

RHS dominated the game from tip-off, tak-
ing an 18-3 lead in the first quarter and
increasing it to 20 points by the halftime
break.

Led by 20 points from sophomore Sir
Williams, who earned the Singing River
Dentistry Player of the Game for his per-
formance, the Golden Tigers continued to
outpace the Wildcats—18-12 in the third and
17-6 in the fourth—to secure the 37-point
win.

RHS head coach Patrick Odom was
pleased with his team’s rout of Central.

“The first night in, that was probably the
best game we’ve played all year in the win
over Central,” he said.

The following evening, Saturday,
Russellville took on the Pearl-Cohn High
School Firebirds out of Nashville, Tennessee
in the tournament semifinal round and fell
53-40.

See, ‘BRACY,’ Page 14
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Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

The Belgreen High School and Phil Campbell High School girls’ and boys’ varsity basket-
ball teams faced off at Belgreen’s gymnasium on Friday night, the schools earning a win
apiece and players from both reaching career milestones.

To start the night, the Belgreen girls took down the Lady Bobcats by a final score of 50-
40.

The Lady Bulldogs outscored PCHS 9-2 to open the first period and maintained that
seven-point advantage going into halftime up 23-16.

Phil Campbell, not out of the game by any means, cut into the deficit in the third quarter,
outpacing BHS 19-14 to make it a two-point game heading into the final eight minutes of
regulation.

In the fourth, though, the hosts put the contest to bed, holding the Lady Bobcats to five
points and finishing the game with a 10-point lead.

Belgreen’s Makenna Fisher led the Lady Bulldogs with 14 points in the game. Those 14
points not only helped push the Lady Bulldogs to victory but also pushed the senior over
the 1,000 points mark for her career.

“I'm so proud of her,” Belgreen head coach Chad Green said. “I'm proud of her not only
from an athletic standpoint but as the good Christian young lady that she is, and proud
from seeing her improve from that timid and shy seventh grader to being a fearless com-
petitor as a senior.”

See, ‘MILESTONE,’ Page 12

Tharptown girls wrap 2025 with Berry
Christmas Tournament title

Franklin Free Press

The Tharptown High School varsity girls’
basketball team capped its Christmas with a
jolly good trophy by winning the Berry High
School Christmas Tournament championship
on Monday, December 29.

The Tharptown Lady Wildcats, in pretty con-

glaring: THS first beat the Class 3A Oakman
Lady Wildcats 50-33 to advance to take on the
hosting Berry Lady Wildcats; against Berry
Tharptown claimed the tourney title with a 63-
48 victory.

In its first game of the day against Oakman, Tharptown opened up a 15-8 lead to start the
first period and maintained that seven-point advantage at halftime, going into the locker room
up 28-21.

Tharptown began the second half slower than the first, allowing OHS to cut the deficit by a
point. But THS finished strong in the fourth. Holding Oakman to just four points, Tharptown
dropped 12 points in the final eight minutes to secure a 17-point victory.

Cadence Kennedy and Carly Cason each scored in double figures, Kennedy leading with
15 points and Cason adding 12.

In the tournament title game, Tharptown used huge first and third periods to beat Berry by
15.

Courtesy photo

See, ‘THARPTOWN,’ Page 13
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Belgreen’s Lilliana Willingham also hit double digits for BHS, scoring 10 points. Phil Campbell’s Leela Baker led her team with a game-
high 16 points.

In the follow-up boys’ game, Phil Campbell earned a 54-37 road win over the Bulldogs.
The Bobcats took a lead in the first and never looked like surrendering it, outscoring the hosts in each of the first three quarters.

PCHS went up 15-11 to start the game and then doubled up on the Bulldogs in the second to take a 33-20 lead into the locker room at
halftime.

By the end of the third quarter, the Bobcats had a 19-point advantage and were able to cruise to a final 17-point win.

Phil Campbell’s Austin Elliott commanded the game, scoring 16 more points than the contest’s next leading scorer. The junior finished the
game with 25 points as he also crossed the 1,000 career points threshold.

“I’'m just super proud of him,” Phil Campbell head coach Shannon Benford said. “He has grown up a lot and works hard.”

Phil Campbell’s second-leading scorer was Logan Cooper, who dropped seven points for the Bobcats. Belgreen’s Rush Berryman led the
Bulldogs with nine points in the defeat.

=
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Belgreen senior Makenné Fisher.
(Courtesy photo)

Phil Campbell junior Austin Elliott.
(Courtesy photo)

Pilgrim’s Is Hiring !
Be Part of Feeding America!

Production wages from $17.50/hr up to $20.25/hr, with

incentive. (Additional $2/hr for Third Shift Differential)
Apply in person at our 2045 Hwy 44, Russellville,
or Apply online at pilgrimsusa.com!
Benefits include: Medical, Dental & Vision Insurance,
Advancement opportunities, 401K Retirement,
,1”’ Paid Holidaysand Vacations.
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‘THARPTOWN' from Page 11

Tharptown, aided by three-pointers from senior Alyssa Fischer
and freshman Raeleigh Harrell, jumped up 19-12 after the first
quarter, but a surge from Berry in the second sliced into the visitors’
advantage. THS went into the break leading by just one point, 26-
25.

Resuming play in the third quarter Tharptown was once again
able to find its mojo, improving on its first period performance by
dropping a massive 27 points. THS hit six three-pointers in those
eight minutes, three of which came from Harrell who would go on
to lead the Lady Wildcats with 23 points. Fifteen of the freshman’s
23 points came from beyond the arch.

Leading by 16 going into the fourth, Tharptown kept the hosts at
bay and cruised to a 15-point, 63-48 win, claiming the tournament
crown.

“We have continued to improve throughout the season, and I'm
very proud to be their coach,” Tharptown head coach Abby Ward
said.

Along with Harrell's 23 points, Kennedy and Cason once again
scored in the double digits; Kennedy dropped 15 points and Cason
scored 10. As a team the Lady Wildcats tallied 11 made three-

pointers. g9:00am- -11:00am

For their performances during the Christmas Tournament, Harrell,
Cason, Fischer, and Kennedy were named to the All-Tournament S Ch u rch
llowship Hall

team. ’Harrell énd Kennedy totaled 30 points each in the two North nghland

games, Cason scored 20, and Fischer had 13. F
The two tournament victories improved Tharptown’s record to 5- of Ch r|St e
8 overall.
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‘BRACY’ from Page 11

The Golden Tigers hung around with Pearl-Cohn in the first half, down
20-17 at the intermission, but coming out of the locker room in the third
quarter the Firebirds began to pull away. RHS was outscored 21-6 in the
third to make it 41-23 going into the final eight minutes of regulation. A
solid 17 points for RHS in the fourth wasn’t enough for the Golden Tigers
to make up the deficit and they lost by 13.

Williams once again led the Golden Tigers with 21 points in the defeat.

The Bracy Invitational wrapped up on Monday with Russellville taking
on South Lamar in the third place game. South Lamar, who lost to even-
tual tournament champion Deshler in the semifinal, came from behind
to knock off Russellville in a low-scoring 42-38 game.

The Golden Tigers jumped out to a 12-10 advantage in the first period
and added to that before halftime to take a 10-point, 23-13 lead into the
locker room.

In the second half, however, the Stallions began to chip away at the
deficit. The Golden Tigers, who struggled to rebound and hit shots in the
final 16 minutes, saw their advantage closed to three points at the end
of the third period before it completely evaporated early in the fourth.

With about seven minutes remaining, the Stallions took their first lead
since the opening minutes of the first period. South Lamar, who led by
as much as seven points at one point in the fourth, never surrendered
the advantage once it grabbed it late.

“We kind of ran out of gas tonight,” Odom told the Franklin Free Press
after the game. “We're playing really hard, but | think we scored 13 or
15 points in the second half. We're still struggling to score consistently
and that continues to be our Achilles’ heel.

“Defensively we're doing enough. But on offense, honestly we can'’t get
guys more open. We've got to start making more shots. If you’re going
to beat good teams, you’ve got to make shots. That’'s the name of the
game,” he added.

Williams scored a game-high 21 points for Russellville in the loss. The
Golden Tigers’ record stands at 3-10 overall.

Russellville B E G K L Y N IER
Rebates & Financing

Gas Board

Call for details
256.332.2020

Space
Rebate of

/ up to
\’J vJ
per heater / G total

Primary

— Heating

 Can finance 100% of
installation costs
* Monthly loan payment
added to utility bill
* Quick approval process
* Fixed rate loan terms are
available up to 6 years

Dr. eIIs J
Urgent Care

Walk-In visits available.
We are available to screen

and test for COVID-19.

Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. 1-5
13150 Hwy. 43, Suite 10, Russellville

256-331-2092.

Serving your family for more than 30 years.
Family Practice, Pediatrics, Newborn Care.

Loan Features:

* No prepayment penality
e Must use licensed
contractor
 Available to residential
owner-occupied
single-family and duplex
homes

Heaters

$500
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RBHS' Vinson headlines list of three local "~
foothall pl | ive ASWA All-S iti
00tnall pIayers 1o receive -olate recognition

Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

Three high school football student-athletes from Franklin County—one from Red Bay, one from Phil Campbell, and one from Rus-
sellville—were recognized on the 2025 Alabama Sports Writers Association All-State Football Teams, it was announced on Saturday.

Headlining the local selections was Red Bay senior running back Jaxon Vinson, who was tapped for the Class 2A All-State First
Team Offense. Junior Hayston Scott of Phil Campbell and sophomore linebacker Braxton Duncan of Russellville were Honorable
Mentions in Class 3A and Class 5A, respectively.

Red Bay’s Vinson, also a Franklin Free Press All-Franklin County First Team running back and a Class 2A All-Region 8 First Team
selection in 2025, is the Tigers’ first All-State pick since offensive lineman Kyler Watson in 2023 and the first First Team selection for
RBHS since another running back, Brady Hardin, in 2022.

“Jaxon is a really good player and an even better person,” Red Bay head coach Tyler Jeffreys told the FFP. “In my opinion, he’s
one of, if not the best, running backs in 2A. He had a really good year, and he was really important for us this season. We counted

See, ‘ALL-STATE,’ Page 16
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KHALIL LUSTER
CLLLLLLL Board certified in Internal Medicine,

FRANKLIN FREE PRESS Dr. Shah is an exceptional physician and
a close family member of Dr. Syed.
A T"LE TE He will be continuing Dr. Syed’s legacy

af the of excellent and compassionate patient
WE E K care with Shoals Primary Care.

DECEMBER 8-13, 2025 Monday-Thursday 8am - 5pm
! Walk-ins are Welcome
The FFP Athlete of the Week for December 8- | MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED
1
1

13 is Red Bay's Khalil Luster, who averaged
30 points in two big wins for RBHS. Luster
scored 29 points in an overtime road victory
)at Class 4A Hamilton December 9 before scor-

l . . . . . '
1ing a career-high 31 points in the Tigers' area
I victory over Sulligent on December 12.

MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

0 342 Cox Boulevard

SHOALS 256383 4173

PRIMARY CARE

shoalsprimarycarellc.com

361231-1
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on him and he always came through for us.

“l think it's also a testament to our offensive line and the great job they did—and | think Jaxon would be the first one to agree with
me on that,” Jeffreys added.

Vinson finished his senior campaign with 2,038 yards rushing which, according to MaxPreps.com, was the most rushing yards in
Class 2A this past season. Vinson averaged over nine yards per carry and scored 26 rushing touchdowns for the Tigers, playing a
vital role in Red Bay capturing its first region title since 2019.

“I'm really proud of him and couldn’t be happier for him,” Jeffreys said.

Phil Campbell junior quarterback Hayston Scott was an Honorable Mention in Class 3A, making him the first Bobcat to receive All-
State recognition since defensive lineman John Herring in 2021.

Scott, an FFP All-Franklin County First Team selection and a First Team All-Region 5 pick, was one of the top offensive players in
the state during the regular season and ended the year with 2,833 yards of total offense. A 1,000-yard rusher the last two seasons,
Scott threw the ball much more his junior campaign, finishing 2025 with 1,784 yards passing and 19 touchdowns. He added 1,049
yards on the ground and 11 rushing touchdowns, as well.

“I'm very proud of him,” Phil Campbell head coach Jacob Hamilton said of Scott. “He’s a great ball player and an even better per-
son. He’s a team player and shows great leadership on and off the field.”

Rounding out the ASWA All-State players from Franklin County is Russellville’s Braxton Duncan, a sophomore linebacker who was
a Class 5A Honorable Mention.

Duncan led the Golden Tigers in total tackles (147) and tackles for loss (7.5). He also added three sacks, two interruptions and a
fumble recovery.

“I'm happy for Braxton. He had a really good year and deserves the recognition,” Russellville head coach Dustin Goodwin said. “We
had a couple of other guys that should have been recognized, as well.

“Overall, I'm proud of our team and glad to see guys get noticed for their hard work and production on the field. Most importantly,
I’'m interested in what kind of teammate and person they are.”

Duncan joins a long list of Russellville All-State selections, the 114th chosen by the ASWA since 1983.

Belgreen varsity haskethall teams go on the road to sweep
Hackieburg

Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

The Belgreen High School varsity girls’ and boys’ basketball teams picked up road wins over Class 1A Hackleburg in their final
games before Christmas on Monday.

The Belgreen girls, ranked No. 10 in Class 2A, defeated the Lady Panthers, ranked No. 4 in Class 1A, by a final score of 60-48; the
BHS boys then beat Hackleburg 54-35.

The Belgreen girls opened their contest at Hackleburg with two 14-point periods in the first half to take a 28-22 lead into the halftime
break. The Lady Bulldogs were then able to create more separation coming out of the locker room by outscoring HHS 20-9 in the
third quarter.

Up by a comfortable 17 points heading into the final eight minutes, Belgreen allowed the hosts to outpace them for the first time all
game, but the Lady Bulldogs’ lead was sufficient for them to see the game out, winning by a 12-point margin.

It was a solid outing for the Lady Bulldogs who saw 12 players get time in the game and 10 different players score. Three BHS
shooters hit double digits with Makenna Fisher leading the way. Fisher, who hit eight of her 10 free throws, had a game-high 22
points for Belgreen. Marlie Terry added 12 points for the Lady Bulldogs and Randi Terry scored 11.

The result—it was the Lady Bulldogs’ second straight win—sees Belgreen improve its record to 9-5 overall this season.

The Belgreen boys, using two big periods going into and coming out of halftime, also walked away victorious over the Panthers.

Trailing by one point, 9-8, after the opening period, the Bulldogs went on a 17-5 run in the second to enter the halftime intermission
up 25-14.

The third quarter looked similar to the second as, thanks to 11 third-period points by Aaron Rubido, Belgreen was able to outscore
Hackleburg 18-6 and increase its lead to 23 points.

Hackleburg increased its production in the fourth period but only enough to cut four points off the deficit and Belgreen was able to
secure the 19-point win over the hosts.

The Bulldogs were led by a game-high 21 points from Jake Dill and got another 19 from Rubido.

With the win, the BHS boys improved to 6-7 this campaign.



