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Walz won't seek third term citing state program fraud focus

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz
announced Monday that he
will not seek a third term in
office, stepping aside from
the 2026 gubernatorial race
and saying he wants to focus
fully on governing amid on-
going concerns about fraud
in state programs and height-
ened political tensions.

In a lengthy statement re-
leased at the start of the
new year, Walz said the
challenges facing Minnesota
require his “full, undivided
attention,” and that running
a political campaign would
distract from efforts to pro-
tect public trust and deliver
services effectively.

“Every minute | spend de-
fending my own political
interests would be a minute
[ can’t spend defending the
people of Minnesota,” Walz
said. “So I've decided to step
out of the race and let others
worry about the election
while I focus on the work.”

Walz, a Democrat from
Mankato and former U.S.
congressman, was first elect-
ed governor in 2018 and
reelected in 2022. In Septem-
ber, he had announced plans
to pursue what would have
been a historic third term.
Minnesota governors are not
subject to term limits.

His announcement comes
after what Walz described as
a difficult year for the state,
marked by investigations into
fraud involving state-funded
programs, particularly in
areas such as child care and
social services. Walz ac-
knowledged concerns about
misuse of taxpayer dollars
and outlined steps his admin-
istration has taken, including
firing state employees, cutting
off funding streams, cooper-
ating with federal authorities,
and appointing new lead-
ership focused on program
integrity.

“We cannot effectively
deliver programs and services
if we can’t earn the public’s
trust,” Walz said. “That's why,
over the past few years, we've
made systemic changes to the
way we do business.”

At the same time, the
governor sharply criticized
Republicans and President
Donald Trump, accusing
them of politicizing the issue
and targeting immigrant com-
munities, particularly Min-
nesotans of Somali descent.
Walz said actions by national
and state Republicans have
undermined efforts to address
fraud and harmed families
who rely on public programs.

“It is disgusting. And it

is dangerous,” Walz said
of what he called political
gamesmanship.

“A single taxpayer dollar
wasted on fraud is a dollar too
much to tolerate,” Walz said.
“And while there’s a role to
play for everyone — the buck
stops with me.”

Walz said he remains con-
fident his administration can
“win the fight against the
fraudsters,” but argued that
the intensity of election-year
politics would make that work
more difficult. He framed his
decision as an act of “servant
leadership,” saying Minneso-
ta must come before personal
political ambition.

“I'm passing on the race
with zero sadness and zero
regret,” he said. “l didn’t run
for this job so | could have
this job. I ran for this job so |
could do this job.”

Despite stepping aside,
Walz expressed confidence
that a fellow Democrat-Farm-
er-Labor Party candidate will
retain the governor’s office
in November 2026. He also
said he expects to remain
involved in public service
after leaving office in Janu-
ary 2027, though he did not
specify how.

In his statement, Walz
highlighted accomplishments
from his tenure, including

paid family and medical
leave, a child tax credit,
and free school meals, and
praised state employees and
his staff for their work.

“Most of all,” Walz said, “I
want Minnesotans to know
that I’'m on the job, 24/7,
focused on making sure we
stay America’s best place to
live and raise kids.”

The announcement imme-
diately reshapes the 2026
governor’s race, opening
the door to a wide field of
potential candidates from
both parties in a state that has
leaned Democratic in recent
statewide elections but re-
mains politically competitive.

Calls for Walz to resign as governor

State Sen. Keri Heintzeman
said Gov. Tim Walz's decision
not to seek reelection is “good
news for Minnesota,” but
warned that the announce-
ment does not absolve the
governor or his adminis-
tration of responsibility for
problems that have emerged
under his leadership.

Heintzeman said she had
called on Walz to step aside
last week. The letter, dated
January 2 and signed by 38
GOP lawmakers, accuses
Walz of failing to address

fraud that may have cost more
than $9 billion in Medicaid
funds, ignoring warnings
and retaliating against whis-
tleblowers at the Department
of Human Services. It also
criticizes the governor for
overseeing the loss of an $18
billion state surplus, now
replaced by a looming mul-
tibillion-dollar deficit, and for
allowing student test scores
to stagnate or decline despite
record education spending.
“Stepping aside does not
erase the damage done, and

it does not end the need for
accountability,” she said.
“Governor Walz and his ad-
ministration still owe Minne-
sota taxpayers clear answers
about the years of failed lead-
ership, unchecked fraud, and
a culture where too few peo-
ple were held responsible.”
Heintzeman said Minne-
sotans have borne the cost
of those failures, pointing to
families, seniors, students,
and taxpayers affected by the
misuse of public funds. She
Continued on Page 2
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Bring Balance Back to Your Body
Call us today and take the first step toward a healthier you.
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10th - Ice Fest Pancake Breakfast supporting the Lakes Area Food Shelf, 7:30-11a.m. $8 for breakfast.
Pelican Lakes Conservation Club at 8922 Thrane Dr, Pequot Lakes.

10th - Deerwood Winter Market, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Deerwood Auditorium

12th - Prayer Quilting Group, 8 a.m.- 3:30 p.m. Full size quilts are made for individuals with medical
issues. If you like to cut out fabric squares, match colors, pin quilts, hand tie, or sew on a machine
while praying for the recipient your help is greatly needed. You can also support this great group with
financial donations to cover postage and supplies. Located on the third floor Conference Room at
The Brainerd Center, 803 Kingwood St., Brainerd.

12th - Cribbage players wanted, 1 -2:30 p.m. at The Brainerd Center, 803 Kingwood St., Brainerd.

15th - Prayer Quilting Group, 8 a.m.- 3:30 p.m. Full size quilts are made for individuals with medical
issues. If you like to cut out fabric squares, match colors, pin quilts, hand tie, or sew on a machine
while praying for the recipient your help is greatly needed. You can also support this great group with
financial donations to cover postage and supplies. Located on the third floor Conference Room at
The Brainerd Center, 803 Kingwood St., Brainerd.

17th - Northern Lights Needle Felting at Ruttger’s Bay Lake Resort, 11a.m. - 1 p.m. Join artist Lisa Acker-
man of Lil Fish Studios for a creative exploration of needle-felting. This class is perfect for beginners
and equally enjoyable for those with prior felting experience. For more information call 800-450-4545

19th - Prayer Quilting Group, 8 a.m.- 3:30 p.m. Full size quilts are made for individuals with medical
issues. If you like to cut out fabric squares, match colors, pin quilts, hand tie, or sew on a machine
while praying for the recipient your help is greatly needed. You can also support this great group with
financial donations to cover postage and supplies. Located on the third floor Conference Room at
The Brainerd Center, 803 Kingwood St., Brainerd.

19th - Cribbage players wanted, 1 -2:30 p.m. at The Brainerd Center, 803 Kingwood St., Brainerd.

21st - Hot Dish Cook Off at Trinity Lutheran Church at 1420 S 6th St in Brainerd, starting at 4:45 p.m.

Send your community events to hopper@croshyironton.net
or send us a message via www.NewsHopper.net/contact/

Area Births, Open Houses, Engagements, Weddings &
Community Events are published FREE!

Sorensen-Root-Thompson
Funeral Home & Cremation Services
Aitkin, MN
218-927-2614

McGregor Funeral Home

& Cremation Services
McGregor, MN

218-768-3136

Directors: Jason Brezinsky

=Y Jerry Thompson * Tud Brezinsky www.srtfuneral.com
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Thursdays 4PM-8PM Saturdays 4PM-8PM

All You can Eat* Broasted Chicken Chef’s Choice

Your choice of white or dark meat. wuner ecia e
Served with mashed potatoes & gravy, @ Sp
Sundays 9AM-Noon

seasonal vegetable,
coleslaw & a dinner roll $19
GF e (Bar
Crepe's fllled with your choice o

Peach, Strawberry or
Blueberry compote. $4/each

Fridays 5pM-8PM

All You Can Eat** (TUS pl/ (?-l"'

Served with coleslaw, french frles,
seasonal vegetable & a dinner roll $2]

(**No to go containers for reorders on AYCE specials**)

Qinter Hours: Thursdays 4-8 p.m.,
Fridays 11 a.m.-8p.m., Saturdays 8 a.m.-8p.m.,
& Sundays 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Ruttgers Retail

ruttgersretail.com

The Garage (Winter Hours
Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
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Sunday-Wednesday 7 a.m.- 8 p.m.
Thursday-Saturday 7 a.m.- 10 p.m.
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Rockin Jee Bocce \\(E:"‘ %l combination
Saturday, (R Bocxm'ucg) curting.”
February 14 ’

8a.m.-5p.m.
Games will begin at 9a.m. sharp

The day includes ice games, bonfires, food
and drink, music, and plenty of laughs.

Sign your team up now
— it’ll be the ‘coolest’
event you’ll attend!

A fun

._g =

Sign up here!

For questions call 218-678-4666
or email: rob.rathsack@ruttgers.com

25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood
218-678-2885 - ruttgers.com
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Calls for Walz to resign as governor | Continued from Page 1

called for concrete actions,
including consequences for
wrongdoing, recovery of mis-
used funds where possible,
and reforms to prevent future
abuses.

“This is a chance for our
state to turn the page and
restore trust in government,”
Heintzeman said. “But trust
will not be restored until ac-
countability is real.”

She concluded by calling
for leadership that takes re-
sponsibility seriously and a
state government that can
demonstrate it is capable of
protecting taxpayer dollars.

Republican Rep. Ben Da-
vis of Merrifield criticized
Walz of deflecting blame
and failing to take responsi-
bility for fraud within state
government.

In a written statement, Da-
vis said Walz's remarks fit
what he described as a “fa-

miliar pattern” of blaming
Washington rather than ac-
cepting accountability at the
state level.

“That is the Democrat
playbook—point elsewhere,
distract, and avoid account-
ability,” Davis said.

Davis took particular issue
with Walz’s characterization
of fraud as a byproduct of
Minnesota’s generosity, argu-
ing that the real problem lies
in oversight and leadership
failures. “That framing ignores
the core issue: a failure of
oversight and leadership,”
Davis said.

The Republican lawmaker
went further, saying that if
Walz believes he is unable to
continue leading effectively,
he should step down before
the end of his term.

“If the governor recognizes
he’s not fit to continue lead-
ing, the appropriate step is to

www.NewsHopper.net

resign immediately,” Davis
said.

Looking ahead to the 2026
election, Davis warned voters
against expecting change
from another Democratic ad-
ministration, arguing that the
party bears responsibility for
the problems Walz outlined.

“Simply swapping out one
Democrat for another will not
fix these problems,” Davis
said. “The same party that pre-
sided over this failure cannot
credibly claim to be suddenly
tough on fraud.”

Davis said he plans to con-
tinue focusing on govern-
ment oversight and legislation
aimed at protecting taxpayer
dollars.

Walz's replied to calls for
his resignation by stating, “I'm
not going anywhere. And you
can make all your requests for
me to resign. Over my dead
body will that happen.”

eenummm- £ CALNOTICE e

(Published in NewsHopper
Saturday, Jan. 3 & 10, 2026)
WEALTHWOOD
TOWNSHIP BOARD
OF AUDIT

The Board of Audit for
Wealthwood Township will be
held on Tuesday, January 13,
2026 at the town hall at 7:00
p.m. with the regular meeting
to follow.

Dated: November 14, 2025

LINDA WENDLANDT, Clerk

Wealthwood Township

Spread Your Message
with an a0 in the

NEwsHOPPER
hopper@crosbyironton.net

(Published in NewsHopper
Saturday, Jan. 10,

17, & 24, 2026)
LIBBY TOWNSHIP
BOARD MEETING
The Libby Township Board

will meet at 1:00 p.m. on Tues-
day, January 27, 2026 at the
Palisade Community Center.
Township supervisor Tom An-
derson may attend remotely
via phone or Zoom. The pur-
pose of this meeting shall be
to discuss and decide mat-
ters that may come before the
board.
Dated this 30th day
of December, 2025
Jane Grimsbo Jewett, clerk
Libby Township
2.91

¢ Traditional, Graveside &
Memorial Funerals
¢ Cremation Service

* Pre-arrangement Plans

Koop Funeral Horme

32 East Main St., P.O. Box 7 * Crosby, MN 56441
Mary & Nick Zillmer, Owners/Directors

Cuyuna Range & Surrounding

¢ Out-of-town Arrangements

Caring Service on the

Areas Since 1913

218-546-5531

(Published in NewsHopper
Saturday, Jan. 3 & 10, 2026)
WEALTHWOOD
TOWNSHIP NOTICE
OF CANDIDATE
FILING FOR
TOWNSHIP
OFFICE

Notice is hereby given for
the time of filing affidavits of
candidacy for the Township
officers to be elected at the
Wealthwood Township Annu-
al Meeting and Election which
will be held Tuesday, March
10, 2026.

Filings will be open Tues-
day, December 30, 2025 and
will close January 13, 2026 at
5:00 p.m.

Filing hours from 9:00 a.m.
t0 5:00 p.m. at the office of the
Clerk Office will be closed on
legal holidays.

Call for an appointment
218-678-2880.

Offices to be filled are one
Supervisor B for a three year
term and one Special Election
to fill Supervisor A for a one
year term.

Filing fee is $2.00.

Dated: November 14, 2025

LINDA WENDLANDT, Clerk

Wealthwood Township
5.0
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AUTOMOBILES

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast
free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’
programs help veterans find
work or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-
1046. (mcn)

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or
SUV to assist the blind and
visually impaired. Arrange a
swift, nocost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous tax
credit for 2025. Call Heritage
for the Blind Today at 1-855
977-7030 today! (mcn)

NewsHopper™
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Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduction!
Call Veteran Car Donations
at 1-888-429-2331 today!
mcn

HEALTH & MEDICAL

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dentall

insurance -NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with
all the details! 1-855-973-
9175 www.dental50plus.
com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility
with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information

kit! Call 844-716-2411. !mcn)

WATER & FIRE DAMAGE
RESTORATION. Our trusted
professionals will restore
your home to protect your
family and your home’s
value! Call 24/7: 1-833-879-
1480. Mold Remediation
services are also available

To Place An Ad
Call 218-821-1393 or
www.newshopper.net

The Next NEwWsHOPPER Deadline is
Monday, January 5 at Noon for the January 10, 2026 issue.

A GREAT place to live and work!

Over 50 Years of Values Based Care,
Serving the Aitkin Community:

Live at Aicota:

* Assisted Living
* Respite Care

Work at Aicota:

¢ Short Term Rehab/Recovery
* Long Term Living

<+ Customer Service - Anficipating
needs and exceeding expectations

< Attitude - Having fun and
working hard while giving
100% to our residents

# Respect - Supporting and
understanding that we are
all unigue and special

% Excellence - Emphasizing quality

NEED NEW FLOORING?
Call today to schedule a
FREE in-home estimate on
Carpeting & Flooring. Call
Today! 1-833-641-6323.
(mcn)

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?
Don’t Accept the insurance
company’s first offer. Many
injured parties are entitled
to cash settlements in the
$1000’s. Get a free evalua-
tion to see what your case
is really worth. 100% Free
Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-
879-1534. (mcn)

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-877-228-5789
today to schedule a free
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It's a power move. (mcn)

NO MORE CLEANING
OUT GUTTERS. Guaran-
teed! LeafFilter is backed
by a no-clog guarantee and
lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-855-577-
1268 to schedule a FREE
inspection and no obligation
estimate. Plus get 75% off
installation and a bonus
$250 discount! Limited time
only. Restrictions apply, see
representative for warranty
and offer details. (mcn)

THE BATHROOM OF YOUR
DREAMS in as little as 1 day.
Limited Time Offer - $1000
off or No Payments and
No Interest for 18 months
for customers who qualify.
BCI Bath & Shower. Many
options available. Quality
materials & professional
installation. Senior & Military
Discounts Available. Call
Today! 1-833-618-1178.

—

NEW AND USED SAFES
gold and silve
320-360-5431

FOR SALE -
Safe repair and \
locked safes
opened e Heavy
and light duty @
gun safes and
vault doors on
hand e High

security safes for

w52 /
GOT JUNK? CALL THE
JUNK REMOVAL EXPERTS
AT 218-833-9664 OR VISIT
US AT elitejunkprosmn.
com FREE ESTIMATES wss
: : e
U
Sell!

L]

Jtella/a Web Pros *

L We Help tfou Reach Ysun Goals!

* Nursing Assistant (free training)
= Social Wellness
* RN/LPN

Professional & affordable website
design services tailored to you!

and striving to always be better
tomorrow than we are today

%+ Stewardship - Maximizing
precious resources and ensuring

e Curious to see the potential of your new website?|

Contact us today to request your

Aicota Health Care Center & Assisted Living

AICOTA

HEALTH CARE CENTER

850 2nd Street NW  Aitkin, MN 56431
218.927.2164 - www.aicota.com

contiguous states. Some re:
_ Ic: HGYU46

Hale Mini Honeybells

The once a year citrus sepsation!

all 1-888-270-0163 to order item 292
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H6YU46

* Only $34.99 (reg. $44:99) plus $7.99 shipping and handling per pack to 48
strictions may apply. Limit 5 boxes per customer. ia

L 27% SAVINGS L

INCLUDING SHIPPING

A MUSICAL FABLE OF BR

entertaining you!

Chanha
DINNER THEATRES

_______

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just
a generator.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call 877-228-5789 to
schedule your free quote!

GENERAC

*Terms s apply.

OPENING FEBRUARY 13!

952.934.1525
ChanhassenDT.com

¢ MCAN

MINNESOTA
NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION

g ) EarthLink

Reliable Internet NOW!

Are You Getting
Enough Fiber
in Your Work Day?

Sign up today and
get a $100 gift card!*

*Terms and conditions apply

844-453-6983

$ =
Qtewide ﬂass\“e&

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and  visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and secure a generous
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data
caps, no throttling. Prices starting at
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you
make the switch. Call 844/453-6983

SAVE MONEY!
Call your local newspaper
or MNA 612/332-8844
to find out how you can save
money by placing your
advertisement here!

SAFE STEP
North  America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.

Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off for a
limited time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!
Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

WANTED TO BUY

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

Classified Advertising

That is EASY

The Minnesota Classified
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your
advertising dollar with
classified advertising that
reaches over TMILLION
READERS

"""'v
Your newspaper
representative can
provide compilete
details or you can call
MNA: 612/332-8844

Classified Rates

‘NewsHorrer Classified Order Form
Name

Address

City State Zip

All'ads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment.
Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it.

Number of Words

Rate per Word x__ 15¢
Additional Costs + Send NeEwsHOPPER
Total Per Week to: PO Box 562
Number of Weeks  x Ironton, MN 56455
TOTAL COST OF AD www.NewsHopper.net ¢ hopper@crosbyironton.net
1
“VISA Please makeTQ:::ky::yf:brlZ:zrtztradilz.zwsielovv&? Eﬂ‘a

FREE no-obligation design demo!
StellarWebPros.com

Donate Your Vehicle

Call (833) 937-2593 to donate
your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.

® Free Pickup & Towing.

® Top Tax Deduction.
Donate Your Vehicle Today A—
833-937-2593 A=

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt25
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles
due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (833) 937-2593.

Start the new
year olog free'

Claim by: 02/28/2026

15% OFF + 10%

LeafFilter- Discount For

Seniors + Military

Get a FREE full gutter inspection
and estimate: 1-855-577-1268
Promo: 285

‘"Pmmnu ffer includes 15% off plus an One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. See Representative for

full ils.

A2 ROCHK IR 366920925, CA1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 420223000087, FL CBC0S6678, ID RCE-51604, 1A C127230, LA 559544, MD MHIC111225,MA 213292, MI 262300331, 262300330,

262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MIN IR10524, MT 266192, NE 50145-24, NV 86990, N) 13VH13285000, NM 408693, ND 47304, OR 218294, PA PA179643. I GC-41354, m mw

UT 10783658-5501, VT 174.0000871, VA 2705169445,
al

additional 10% off for qualified veterans and/or seniors

75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum)
Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad.
Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide printed maximum size)

To Figure the Cost of Your Ad

MUST BOOK BY 3/31 |
€ R T

Grand Alaskan Cruise & Tour
12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299*
BASED ON JUL 8, 2026 DEPARTURE

« Marvel at Alaska’s natural beauty in Denali National Park
- Visit Alaska’s the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center
« Cruise Glacier Bay and Wrangell St. Elias National Park

« Travel through the legendary Inside Passage

CALL US: 1-844-270-2455

*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax Service/gov't fees.
Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with
transfers available for most major gateways.

Add a photo for
$12.00 per issue

We are not responsible for error due to illegible

copy or missing punctuation. Punctuation does

not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail
and web address counts as one word.
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Hunters harvested 186,203
deer during the 2025 hunting
season, which is a statewide
9% increase from the 2024
hunting season, according
to preliminary figures from
the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources. The state-
wide harvest was 5% higher
than the five-year average.

NewsHopper™

“We had a great deer har-
vest in most areas of the
state this year,” said David
Trauba, DNR wildlife sec-
tion manager. “Hunters are
critical to managing deer
populations, so it's positive
news for conservation when
we see hunters having more
success out in the fields and
forests.”

Roughly half of all deer
harvest occurs over the first
two weekends of the firearms
season, so weather during
those two weekends has a
particularly important influ-
ence on hunter success and
overall harvest.

“Hunting conditions were
favorable for hunters getting
out and harvesting deer. We
had cooling temperatures
and limited precipitation,”
said Paul Burr, acting big
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Full Service Show Removal
Blowing Sidewalks and Drives ¢ Plowing
Snow Blowing ¢ Roof Snow & Ice Removal
Tim Turner 218-866-2349
David Turner 651-242-4796

Serving the Lakes Area

Get on
the list
for Snow
Removal!

- Fluorescent Bulbs

-gusehold Hazardous Waste

= Free recycling of lead-acid car/marine
batteries - Batteries must be
SEPARATED fr‘ other waste and
CANNOT bedisposed of in the landfill!

- Free compost of lawn and garden

material (please separate brush
an hes)

CROW WING

COUNTY
MINNESOTA
i

CROW WINii COUNTY LANDFILL
Open Monday;- Friday
am - 4:30pm

- Free oil, oil filter, and antifreeze recycling

at the landfill and several drop-off
locations withing the County. Visit our
webpage for drop off locations:
www.crowwing.gov/recycling

- Demolition materials may be

disposed in the demolition landfill
for a fee

- Large appliances, electronics, tires

with or without rims, and scrap
metals can be disposed at the site
for a nominal fee for recycling.

The landfill is open only to residents of Crow

Wing County for recycling and disposal needs.

For more information,
please call 218-824-1010.
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Radtke Remodeling & Construction
Custom Built Homes e Remodeling e Garages
Pole Buildings e
Contracting e
Lic.

New Additions e
General
Dean Radtke, Aitkin.

game program coordinator.
“It also helped that deer
populations have continued
to rise over the past couple
years thanks in part to mild
winters.”

Deer activity associated
with the breeding season
also coincided with the fire-
arms season, aiding hunter
success.

Breakdown by region for
firearms and archery

One of the areas with
the largest increase in deer
harvest was the northeast,
where harvest was up 14%
compared to 2024, and up
4% compared to the five-
year average. Due to the
ecology of the region, deer
populations are significantly
affected by winter conditions,
particularly deep snow. The
mild winters of 2023-24
as well as 2024-25 helped
bolster local populations.
However, wildlife managers
are maintaining conservative
bag limits and caution it will
take more than two mild
winters to help northern deer
populations recover after the
severe winters in 2021-2022
and 2022-23.

Northwest Minnesota also
saw a jump in harvest with a
9% increase from 2024, and
a 5% increase from the five-
year average, with the recent
mild winters helping deer in
this region as well.

The region comprising the
central and southeast areas
of the state also saw success,
with an 8% increase in har-
vest from 2024 and an 11%
increase compared to the
five-year average. Hunting
opportunities remain robust
in this region of the state, with

bag limits as high as three to
five deer.

The southwest saw a 6% in-
crease in harvest compared to
2024 and also a 6% increase
from the five-year average.
This area has had very consis-
tent harvest the last few years.

This past season again
showed an increased harvest
for archery hunters, with
archery harvest up 8% com-
pared to 2024. Crossbow har-
vestin 2025 was 50% of total
archery harvest, compared to
48% of total archery harvest
in 2024. Minnesota legalized
crossbows for archery hunters
in 2023.

CWD results from hunting
seasons

The preliminary total for
CWD sample collection is
at nearly 14,000 samples
in 2025, with most samples
taken during the firearms deer
season’s opening weekend.

“Thank you, hunters, for
participating in the effort to
monitor CWD,” said Erik
Hildebrand, Minnesota DNR
wildlife health supervisor.
“Hunters play an important

role in protecting deer popu-
lations by providing samples.
Their participation allows us
to monitor the spread and
prevalence of the disease,
which is critical information
for managing CWD.”

CWD has been detected in
samples from a total of 117
deer statewide in 2025, with
most of the detections com-
ing from southeast Minneso-
ta. Of all the positive results
sofarin 2025, one has been a
positive detection outside an
existing CWD management
zone.

The positive detection out-
side a CWD management
zone was a buck harvested
by a hunter in deer permit
area 285 between Glencoe
and Hutchinson in McLeod
County. This detection is 33
miles away from where, prior
to the season, a deer was
detected with CWD in the
adjacent DPA 601, and 34
miles to a deer that was pos-
itive for CWD in DPA 605.
Both DPAs 601 and 605 were
CWD management zones for
the 2025 hunting season.

Deer harvest total

www.NewsHopper.net

Deer harvest increased with nearly 14,000 CWD samples contributed
;l‘

Hunters can check the
DNR’s CWD results webpage
(mndnr.gov/cwdcheck) for
CWD test results. The site
also shows statewide CWD
test results, summary statis-
tics and mapped locations of
deer that have tested positive
statewide. All test results
from deer sampled this fall
are being reported on the
CWD results webpage. The
DNR also directly notifies any
hunter who harvests a deer
that tests positive.

Feedback on deer from hunt-
ers and non-hunters needed

The DNR is inviting Min-
nesotans to submit feedback
about their experiences with
deer and deer hunting in
2025 via an online ques-
tionnaire. The questionnaire
contains open-ended ques-
tions about people’s expe-
riences regarding deer pop-
ulations in the areas where
they live, hunt and recreate.
The questionnaire is open
through Monday, Feb. 23
and is available on the deer
hunting webpage (mndnr.
gov/hunting/deer).

185,209

Deer harvest by sex/age

Female Adult
30.77%

Male Adult
57.3%
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TYKE'S CARPET CASTLE
Hwy. 371 North, Brainerd ¢ 218-829-3878
Sat. or by appointment

Open: 9 -5 Mon. -

Hoppers Helper's Service Directory

FLOORING

JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding,
Refinishing e Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576
Check Me Out On Facebook

Insulation
#20108758

www.radtkeremodelingconstruction.com

218-678-3403¢ 218-839-6103
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STELLAR WEB PROS Website, SEO & Digital Design
Agency in the Lakes Area - Offering high-quality,
budget-friendly websites for businesses and organi-
zations. Contact us for your FREE no-obligation site
design proposal today. StellarWebPros.com

SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES
5 lines for $20.00 per week

4 lines for $16.00 per week
3 lines for $12.00 per week
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