HPI’s Publi
Meeting ‘26

FLORENCE-Heritage
Preservation, Inc. (HPI) will
host its annual public meeting
at 2pm on Sunday, January 18
in the conference room on the
ground floor of the Florence-
Lauderdale Public Library.

Lee Freeman, Director of
the Local History/Genealogy
Department at tl)ile Library, and
Billy Warren, Florence City
Historian, will present, through
slides and narration, a virtual
historic tour entitled, “A Sense
of Place” The tour will share the
history of Wilson Park and its
surroundings.

Admission is free to this
afternoon event that is designed
to promote pride in and
a]i‘)preciation for the city of
Florence, which is just 42 years
younger than America itself.

For further information,
contact Warren at 256-718-5020
or at brwarren@florenceal.org

Three from
UNA Named

BATON ROUGE- Three
local UNA students were
recently elected into The Honor
Society of Phi Kappa Phi,
the nation’s oldest and most
selective collegiate honor society
for all academic disciplines.

The three are Callie Jones
of Florence, Case Johnson of
Tuscumbia, and Ghassan Abu
Maielish of Florence.

Membership is by invitation
only and only the top 10% of
seniors and 7.5% of juniors are
eligible for membership.

More SHORTs... on Page 2
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FLORENCE-In conjunction with
the 50th Anniversary Celebration
of the Kennedy-Douglass Center
for the Arts, the special exhibit A
Look Within: Hiram ¢ KD at the
Turn of the Century opens Januar
18 and continues through MarcK
5. This exhibition showcases the
life of Reverend Hiram Kennedy
Douglass through an assortment of
items from the Florence Arts and
Museums’ Hiram Kennedy Douglass
Collection.

While known throughout his life
as Reverend Douglass, the Florence
Arts & Museums staff knows him

INSIDE this Issue

® On Your Debt

® Ask the Attorney

® Commentary

® Storytime at {52
the Museum s

Visit us Online: www.CourierJournal.net

affectionately as “Hiram.” Organized
by guest curator, Luke Grissom, and
with graphics designed by Grace
Ann Griffin, the exhibit follows
Hiram’s life chronologically, from his
youth in Florence to his early career
in the ministry. His generous{)equest
established the Kennedy-Douglass
Center for the Arts out of his own
family home—the home that now
offers this intimate glimpse into his
early life. The public is invited to
attend the opening reception from
2-4pm on Sunday, January 18.

See HIRAM, 50 YEARS... on Page 5
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Crossover Evening
w/ Scholar Dollars

SHOALS - In collaboration with Shoals Scholar
Dollars, the Shoals Symphony at UNA welcomes
acclaimed vocalist Mandy Barnett for a crossover

evening on Saturday, January 17. The
event, A Nashville Songbook,
brings country and pop
classics to etﬁer with the
power and color of a full
§ orchestra.
The program will include

87/ such favorites as: Crazy, [
“ Fall to Pieces, Ring of Fire,
N~ Stand by Your Man, The
Tennessee Waltz, Sweet
Dreams, Harper Valley
PTA, Hank Williams

)

See MANDY... Pg. 4
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PUPPIES FOR SALE Jack Russell
cross DOB  11/27/25. \Very
adorable. $ 60 each. Call 931-724-

WE BUY ZERO TURN RIDING
MOWERS. All brands, Hustler,
Walker, Troy-Bilt, John Deere, Cub

FLORENCE: INDOOR GARAGE
SALE 141 Fox Fire Dr Sat. 7am-
3pm Lots of new yarn, wool, and

WE DO JOBS around your home
or business. Small repairs or we

SPORTS CARD

can build whatever you need.

Shorts...

Experienced & ready to go to work. 1203 Cypress Inn, TN Cadet, etc. Running or not. Any cotton. Table and chairs, bedframe, SHOW
256-460-5593 condition 256-275-2276 assorted items. Rain or shine!
Sat., Jan. 17th Continued from Page 1
MOULTON ESTATE SALE
291 Co. Rd. 99, Thurs., Fri. & 8am- 2pm T t LWU
Sat., Jan. 15th, 16th, and Clarion Inn wo a

Shoals Primary Care

Dr. Bryan

17th, 9am-4pm, Rare Antiques,
Furniture, Lamps, Tins, hard to
find collectibles, House FULL of

ESTATE SALE
258 Plantation Springs Dr.

Sheffield, AL
Call 256-412-2184

CHIHUAHUA PUPPIES, REGISTERED
AND full blooded, females, $735 + males,
;3563?. Call Ralph 256-303-2406. We de-
ver!

on Dean’s List
COLUMBIA, KY-

l Treasures! Check out pics on . Lind Wil
We Comes Facebook/search Kathy Oliver for more info. UlnniVZfzit ;ei(élrllﬂ
Grissom, or Call 256-627-9246 Y Y

announced its Dean’s List
for the 2025 fall semester.
Among students honored
were locals Saelor

. Florence, AL 35630 WHITLOCK s\ifnegar of Florence and
esley Burrough of
rl S S e Friday, Jan. 16th, 9am-3pm REMODELING Killen.

to the Medical Mall
Welcoming New Patients

Personalized Care - Specializing in:
e Endocrine Concerns

o Thyroid Disorders

Numbers given out at 8:30 am
Saturday, Jan. 17th, 9:00-2:00
Numbers given out at 8:30
Sunday, Jan. 18th, 1pm-3pm

Ekornes Leather Recliner, 2014
Lexus, 2012 Nissan Frontier,
Gorham Sterling Flatware, Gold
Jewelry, Karastan Rugs, Fenton,
Pentagon Gun Safe, Taxidermy,

Do-it-All Handyman!
Add on Sunrooms; Flooring;
Painting, interior/exterior,
Windows & Doors; Drywall
hanging/finishing; Kitchens;
Bathrooms; Vinyl Siding;
Porches. No job too big or
too small. 256-349-3703

or 256-291-6630

Students with a grade

}goint average of 3.50 or

igher on a 4.00 scale and
who are in good academic
standing for the semester
qualified. Lindsey Wilson
University is a Vigrant
liberal arts university
in Columbia, Kentucky
founded in 1903 and

g . ) X , affiliated with The United
« Diabetes Management « Osteoporosis Thomas Kinkade prints, Gail STATE CERTIFIED Methodist Church.
Pittman China, Spode Christmas ELECTRICIAN
China, Hunting Apparel, Ammu- Light Bulbs, Switches, Fixtures,
. e ) . Ceiling Fans, Smoke Detectors, H
Monday-Thursday 8am-4pm, Friday 8am-12pm nition, Quilts, Outdoor Fumniture, | o02 S Lo e B oploms About L|Vab|e
Maytag Washer and Dryer, Tools Fixed! Ron 256-762-7663 agm
Most Insurances Accepted and Much More! ; — Communities
. ; *Bring help to load your BIG JUICY’S PAINTING No job too
Medicare Patients Welcome big or small Painting, gutters, pres-
purchases sure washing. Free Estimates FLORENCE-The 29th
Cypress Creek Antiques | 938-212-4422 or 256-263-8321  Apnual Urban Forestry &

GENERAL

SHOALS

PRIMARY CARE

1404 E. Avalon Ave., Suite A

Tuscumbia
256-381-5507

shoalsprimarycarellc.com

MERCHANDISE

Fresh Meat = Groceries * Hardware

6591 Chisholm Rd. (Hwy. 17 North)
Florence « 256-764-9179

We sell A Gas!

CITGO

and Estate Sales
(256) 275-0273
View Pictures at estatesales.net

REMODELING CONSTRUCTION
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE Insured.
Bathroom remodel, Deck, Fences,
etc. 256-762-4357

Ad Valid:
January 14-20, 2026

We Accept EBT Cards,
Credit Cards & Debit Cards

LIKE Us On

FACEBOOK

HOURS: M-F 6-10;
Sat. & Sun. 7-10

Fillet:
4Lb. BOX:

Sy
2l(8°°

T-Bote
Steak

$‘899

Né‘w-?ork—s
Strip Steak

-

Ribeye
Steak

Beef Pellets  $
ce elé"eA) -SSOLbs. 9

WE BUY RIDING MOWERS, John
Deere, Cub Cadet, Kubota, Crafts-
man, etc, We will buy it running or
not. Give us a call at 256-275-2276

CHEVROLET: STEPSIDE SHORT
BED TRUCK.1997. Runs and
looks good . Only $5,500 call or
text 256-856-2545.

MASONRY WORK: Brick, Block,
Fieldstone, all types. Excellent
work. Call Mark, 256-394-2820

MANSELL ROOFING, Discounts
to Veterans and Seniors. All Work
Guaranteed. Free Estimates, 256-
383-3218

H & H Towing
(local & out of town)

| Buy Junk Vehicles, all types
Greg 256-394-6340

WANTED DEAD OR ALIVE!

Fall Clean-up and
Leaf Removal
256-633-9444

WE PAY TOP PRICES

for Junk Cars, Tractors and

Equipment, with or without

titles, 256-577-7911.

FIREWOOD 4x8-Rick Seasoned

Work, Excavating, Water line instal-
lation. No job too big or too small.
Licensed & insured. Owner/Opera-
tor Vince Lewis 256-710-7085

Horticulture Conference
will be taking place on
Friday, March 6, from
8:30am-4pm at Cross
Point Church of Christ,
1350 Cox Creek Parkway
in Florence.

The conference,
entitled, Roots of
Resilience: Creating
Livable Communities
through Health
Landscapes, is fl/osted by
the city of Florence Tree
Commission and the
Beautification Board.

Sign-in is at 8am.
Preregistration is
available online and
registration will also be
available at the door.

The registration fee of

Junk batteries, $5 each. Ranger :
New Yor k* @ Battery Co. 426 Royal Avenue. $50 includes lunch and
' ) 256-766-0473 snacks.

The conference features
all-day speakers and door
prize drawings at noon
and again at 3:45pm.

For registration
information and
other questions, visit
EventBrite.com and
search 29th-annual-
urban-forestry or contact
Sydni Alexander at
salexander2@florenceal.

Corn 50 Lbs. Hardwood Mix: oak, hickory, cherry, org.
$ ash. $50 You-Haul It!
Tasty 10 so1 9 Call before 7pm, 256-702-6239
50 Lbs.
CONCRETE _WORK: DRIVE-
Goat Feed $12 WAYS, SIDEWALKS, Curbs,
50 Lbs. Slabs. No job too big or too small, NEED HELP?
P 30 years of experience. Call or Text
Rabbit Feseo‘Lib $16 Peanut 256-980-2208 CONTACT 2-1 i
S. - -
3y 5-Way Scratch$12 SKID STEER WORK, Mini-X Work, ~ Your bk b commundly resources
Catfishg s 50 Lbs. Dirt Work, Mulching, Clean-up x4

TEXT- your zip code to 898-211
CHAT- 211connectsAlabama.org



Courier Journal / January 14, 2026

Injured In a Wreck?

Our client recovered

Alabama’s Largest Direct Mail Weekl
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$2,725,000!

NEVER settle for less.

p

WE BUY RIDING MOWERS, John
Deere, Cub Cadet, Kubota, Crafts-
man, etc, We will buy it running or
not. Give us a call at 256-275-2276

BUYING LOGS, TRACKS OF TIM-
BER Lump sum or pay as cut. No
yard trees. 256-412-8956

MCCUTCHEON & HAMNER, P.C.
RECOGNIZED BY

Best Lawyers

2023 & 2024

CORVETTE LEATHER JACKET Red,
white, and blue. 2XL New condition $200
256-335-2001 Killen

CHIMNEY NEED ATTENTION?
Is it time to clean? Smells, Water,
Animals? Dryer vent cleaning.
Black Hearth Chimney Sweeps
256-710-0292

COSTA DEL MAR SHIRTS White,
red logo. XL. With tags. Paid $30,
asking $20 each. 256-263-7636.

MANSELL ROOFING, Discounts
to Veterans and Seniors. All Work
Guaranteed. Free Estimates, 256-
383-3218

*Stump Grinding *Tree
Trimming *Tree Removal
Licensed, Bonded, Insured
BBB Accredited
Steven Matthews, Owner
256-483-5918

MAT-IS-EE‘\A/I%-EI-REE HOME IMPROVEMENT AND
Shoals A BUILDING: siding, additions,
(Shoals Area) garages, painting, decks, Free

Estimates. 256-383-3218

JR. LAWSON TREE SERVICE,

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers!
s e o

.( -

R T

R.D.T. CONSTRUCTION &
HANDYMAN SERVICES
“We Show up and Get the

Job DONE!”
PRESSURE WASHING

Decks, fences, windows, doors,
gutter clean-out, etc. All home
repair and small construction...
“No Job Too Small!” Veteran

owned. Call Brandon for

estimate at 256-762-0499

REASONABLE TREE SERVICE
Tree cutting, trimming, stump

FORD FOCUS, 2011 $1,500 OBO.
Runs Great, No Air (can be fixed),
High Miles, Call 256-760-7843 after
5:30pm Killen/Center Star area.

TWO TWIN BEDS, $250 for both,
Pretty Floor Lamp $40 Call 256-
466-0023 Athens

AAA CONCRETE
CONCRETE, WALLS,
Finished Driveways, Sidewalks,
Porches, Curbs, Steps, Foun-
dations, Bobcat Work, 30 years
experience, FREE Estimates.
Call 256-633-8643 or

256-577-1823

FORD: F-100, 1965 $50,000. V8

tree trimming, stump grinding, removal. Free Estimates. Owner motor. Black, fleet side. Second

removal. Licensed & Bonded, Free
estimates, 256-856-7028

Gilbert Barga 256-366-3539

owner. Garage Kept. 256-762-2646

$$ CASH PAID $$
for Used
Mobile Homes
Lemmond Mobile Homes
256-383-0808

VALENTINES DAY COLLIE PUP-
PIES, AKC Registered, 1st shots,
wormed, $350-$500, 256-324-8475
Russellville

| BUY CAMPERS TRAILERS
& MOTOR HOMES
All Types, Ready to go, or if they
need work, for $FAST CASH$
Call Lawrence 931-242-3135
Local number

MCECUTCHEON
— & HAMNER —

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

mhatty.com
256.333.5000

676309-1

FREE HOSPITAL BED, SEMI electric
head/foot adjustments. side rails & mat-
tress 256-436-4421 florence

BUYING ESTATES
SILVER, GOLD, STERLING
SILVER FLATWARE,
JEWELRY & COINS.
220 W. Tennessee St.,
Florence. Call for appt.
256-443-2439

GUTTER WORKS, Seamless
gutters, gutter guards, clean out
and more! Free estimates. Guaran-
teed work. Best prices in town!
Call 256-394-3497.

NEAL’'S LAWNCARE
 Leaf Removal * Handyman
Free Estimates 256-284-8243

Local Medicare Insurance Specialists

Florence Office - 885 Florence Blvd.

Muscle Shoals Office - 410 S. Wilson Dam Rd.

Hope West | Heather Fowler | lkey Fowler | Lee Fowler | Erica Vaughn
Lisa Gargis | Anah Whitehead Fowler | Beverly Stamps White | Caycee Fowler

Are You Turning 65?

There's never a fee for our services.

Kay Holland | Kelly Davis | Marianna Honeycutt

Paul Sanderson | Mark Sanderson | Conner Sanderson

Any Medicare Questions?

We can provide answers to help.

* Low Income Benefits
» Customer Setrvice to the policies

« Medicare Education
« Medicare Insurance Enrollment
» Medicare Drug Plan Assistance

« Are you a Veteran?
Do you need Extra Help?
« Are you coming off of your Employer’s Insurance? you have with us

%% 256-648-5710 256-648-5220

We do not offer every plan available in your area. Currently we represent 9 organizations which offer 80 products in your area. Please contact Medicare.gov, 1-800-MEDICARE, or your local State Health Insurance Program (SHIP) for help with plan choices.

www.AlabamaHealthGuidance.com

-

676958-1
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et

ID business and
private party classified ads.

Not valid in combination with any other discounts, offers, packages or on previous
placements. Regular rates apply to all other ad upgrades or attention-getters. No limit to
number of ads or their duration ad long as they are paid in advance. No copy changes allowed.

Offer expires after Friday, February 6, 2026.
PI’i\lale Pam nale 4 LINES Each additional line - $1.50 - Prepay —

I

1

1

8550 I

NO REAL ESTATE ¢ 1 item per ad - 4 Weeks/4 lines 1 ITEM $16 Each additional line - add $4.50 s Week I
i

I

I

1

cnmmerclal nale 4 LINES Each additional line add $1.50 - applies to anyone engaged s 00
in sale of goods/services on a recurring basis or for profit, licensed or not - including pets. 6 Weeks $39 8
- Each additional line - add $7.50 total Week

TNWValleyStuff

.com

neal ESI&IG nale 5 LINES Each additional line add $1.50 — applies to agencies, individual, s 00
developers and anyone engage in selling, renting, leasing structures and/or properties in Real Estate or

General section. 6 Weeks $36 Each additional line - add $7.50 total Week

As an added bonus for our advertisers, all
classified ads placed in the Courier Journal
are also online at TNValleyStuff.com.

0NI.INE — at our Website... Go to

www.courierjournal.net and click
"Place a Classified”

PHONE - s2v-5pM Mon-Fi

Charge to Credit/Debit Card by calling
256-764-4268

Week

Emﬂlﬂvmenl 6 LINES Each additional line - $2.25

EMPLOYMENT - Looking for employment or Businesses looking for employees

Private Party Auto Rate up to 8 LINES for 4 weeks.

Each additional line - $2.25.

1
|

H“( — 24 HRS - Charge to Credit /
Debit Card by faxing an ad to 256-760-
9618. Include exp. date. List how many
weeks the ad is to run.

M‘-\ll. — Mail your written ad to

address at right. Include your phone
number. We will call to finalize your ad.
List how many weeks the ad is to run.

UFHGE — Drop by our office at

your convenience 8-5 Monday-Friday
and write/submit it there.

Name

Address

City State Phone

* HOW MANY WEEKS? Multiply the number of weeks - X - the cost of the ad.....

YES! RED LINE MY AD! [

CHECK

THE BOX
RED LINE: Add $3 per ad per week. Buy 5 weeks of RED LINE, get the 6th free ($15 plus cost of ads). Only the top
line of each classified ad can be red, 24 characters and spaces MAX. - 20 characters & spaces MAX for Real Estate ads.

MAILING ADDRESS: Courier Journal, 219 W. Tennessee St., Florence, AL 35630

Doug Minton
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All-Green Tree Service

LICENSED e BONDED ¢ INSURED

e Topping e Lots Cleared
e Trimming e Stumps Removed
e Removal e 55’ Bucket Truck

28 Years

256-767-3519

Cell 256-710-8787

Credit Cards
Accepted

Jooz3ol ]l

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Separate sealed bids for the
Tile and Plaster for

Cypress Lakes Pool, Kiddie
Pool, and Fountain.
Bid No. 002-26

will be received by the City of Muscle Shoals
at the office of the Owner at

2010 Avalon Avenue, Muscle Shoals, AL
35661 until 11:15 am on

Thursday, January 29, 2026,

and then at said office publicly opened

and read aloud.

The project includes all labor and materials for fencing
and landscaping at the Nathan Estates Retention Pond
necessary in conjunction with the bid specs. The Invitation
to Bid can be examined at the office of the Owner listed
above. A copy of the Invitation to Bid can be obtained
from the office of the Owner listed above or at the City’s
website: cityofmuscleshoals.com.

The Owner reserves the right to waive any informalities
or to reject any or all bids. Each bidder must deposit with
his bid, security in the amount, form and subject to the
conditions provided in the Invitation to Bid. No Bidder
may withdraw his bid within sixty (60) days after the
actual date of the opening thereof.

ADVANCE PAYMENT IS REQUIRED in cash,
check or Credit/Debit Card. Phone-in Ads
MUST be Charged to Credit/Debit Card!

NO EXCEPTIONS! NO REFUNDS!

219 W. Tennessee St.
Florence, AL 35630
256-764-4268
Fax: 256-760-9618

Courier
Journal

Your Courier Journal is
published for total saturation,
direct-mail delivery every
Wednesday to 51,892 Shoals
area and surrounding homes. It
is Alabama’s Largest Weekly-
Mailed Direct, and enjoys a larger
circulation than all local subscriber
based newspapers combined.

EDITOR & PUBLISHER
Thomas V. Magazzu

ADVERTISING EXECUTIVES

Gregg Scott EDITORIAL POLICY: Your
Heather Ridinger Courier Journal accepts a variety
of news releases, photos, stories,
GRAPHIC COORDINATORS Letters to the Editor and upcoming
Russell Roden community, church or civic events

for publication as space permits.
Please submit all materials in
written form to:

Andrea L. Gray
OFFICE STAFF/CLASSIFIED

Erin Gilbert 219 W. Tennessee St.
Florence, AL 35630
OFFICE STAFF/SALES ASST. oremail to:
Tina Hill editor@courierjournal.net
well in advance of the planned
cmeum“““ event. The Editor reserges
Ted Fallin right to shorten, edit, reword
or omit submissions as seen fit.
. All information submitted for
ﬂFHGE Hﬂlllls. publication becomes property of

the Courier Journal. Information
published does not necessarily
reflect an opinion or endorsement
by the Courier Journal, members
of its management, or its staff.

Monday - Friday
8:00am - 5:00pm

: Advertisers are responsible for
Cop.ynght ©2026 all content and claiIans in their
All Rights Reserved advertising.

DEADLINES: 1ssues Published Every Wednesday

INSERTS - 5 pm Thursday
DISPLAY ADS - 5 pm Thursday
CLASSIFIED ADS - 5 pm Friday unless otherwise specified

Please Print Ad Clearly. NOT RESPONSIBLE for illegible handwriting
Questions? Call our office at 256-764-4268.

Mandly...

Continued from Page 1

Medley, and more!
Known for her rich,
soulful voice and
remarkable control,
Barnett brings A
Nashville  Songbook  to

life, celebrating the songs
that helped define the
sound of Music City and a
generation.

The show begins at
7pm  inside  Norton
Auditorium on the UNA
campus.  Tickets start
at $29 fees included.
Get them now through
ShoalsSymphony.org

MANSELL ROOFING, Discounts
to Veterans and Seniors. All Work
Guaranteed. Free Estimates, 256-
383-3218

PAINTING AND HOME REPAIRS
Sheetrock patch and repair, water
and mold damage. Free estimates.
Call Jimmy 256-879-8199

Kym Osborn, Procurement Officer
City of Muscle Shoals, Alabama

At Alabama Hearing Associates, your hearing care is led by Dr.
Hollie Green. A Florence native, Dr. Green is a local audiologist
proudly serving The Shoals community. With advanced hearing
testing, personalized treatment plans, and today’s most
innovative hearing technology, Dr. Green makes it easier than
ever to reconnect with the sounds and people that matter most.

WE PROUDLY OFFER TECHNOLOGY FROM .
Schedule your hearing

exam today!

AlabamaHearing.net
or call (256) 740-8383

starkey OLICON PHYNAK
LENIRE ReSound

CHEVROLET: TAHOE LT, 2019 $20,000,
3rd row seating, one owner, nice condition,
93K miles, well maintained, Call 256-762-
7055 or 256-762-3446 Russellville

433 N Pine St,

(@ Alabama Hearing ASSOCIATES \IRLScem At
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Hiram, 50 Years Later...

Continued from Page 1

EARLY LIFE

Hiram Kennedy
Douglass was born on
August 21, 1893, in Centre
Star, Alabama, to Mary
Sue Brooks Douglass and
James Josephus Douglass.
Hiram  attended  the
college training program
at State Normal School
of Florence (what is now
UNA) from 1900-1912.
After  graduating, he
pursued a degree in
Business Administration
at Columbia University in
New York City from 1913-
1915. While working at
White Door Settlement
House in New York City,
Hiram realized that a
business career was not
what he wanted in the lon
term; instead, he wante
one that directly helped
those in need.

MINISTRY

This reorientation drew
him to explore a career
in ministry through the
Episcopal Church, despite
his Methodist background.
Hiram left Columbia in
1916 to pursue a degree at
the University of the South
in Sewanee, Tennessee.
He received his Bachelor

of Arts from Sewanee in
1919 and later earned his
graduate degree at Oxford
University in England that
same year. Hiram returned
to the United States in
1921 and was ordained
as a priest on June 29th,
1922, at St. Luke’s Church
in Atlanta, Georgia.

In 1926, Hiram was
appointed as rector of The
Church of the Messiah in
Detroit, Michigan, where
he served until 1929. He
returned to the south in
1929 to work as Chaplain
of the Convent of St. Anne
in Memphis, Tennessee.
Hiram retired from the
ministry in 1937 due
to medical reasons and
came home to Florence
where he remained an
active member of the
community.

AFTERWARD

Upon his death in 1975,
Hiram Kennedy Douglass
donated his home,
property, and many of his
personal belongings, for
use as a public cultural
space. In 1976, the City of
Florence took ownership
of the home and property
to make it a place to

appreciate the arts. The
Kennedy-Douglass Center
for the Arts first opened
its doors in 1976. It now
includes three historic
houses dedicated to the

promotion and celebration
of the arts.

KD Art Center is located
at 217 E. Tuscaloosa St.
Call 256-760-6379 for
more information.

THREADING THE PAST:
Vintage Quilts from the
Glenn Rikard Collection

FLORENCE-An
exhibition entitled,
Threading  the  Past:
Vintage Quilts from the
Glenn Rikard Collection
will run concurrent with
the Hirum exhibit through
March 5. The collection
features select 1850s-1940s
quilts from the noted
Tuscumbia collector and
quilt enthusiast.

The reception for Rikard
is also planned for 2-4pm
on January 18 at the KD
Art Center.

Inspired by the beautiful
and intricate atterns
made and quiltedp by his
own family, Rikard began
collecting quilts, patterns,
and fa%ric by other
artisans. His collection
now numbers more than

Local service
& great rates

Call, click or stop by today

o» StateFarmr

Bert Bretherick

Agent

2912 Hough Road

Florence, AL 35630

Bus: 256-764-2241

www.agentbert.com
bert@agentbert.com

Your local good neighbor agent

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

150 quilts.

This exhibit highlights
traditional quilt patterns
and techniques, including
an example of “Redwork,
which was popularized in
the 1870s.

Both exhibits coincide
with the Kennedy Douglas
Center’s 50th anniversary.
Admission is free. The
K-D Art Center is located
at 217 E. Tuscaloosa
St. in Florence. Call
256-760-6379 for more
information.

Tisasy

Are you a
diabetic?

Do you have

a Sore
on your foot?

A foot ulcer is an open sore on the
foot that can be difficult to heal.

FLORENCE FOOT CENTER

What we offer:
¢ Advanced wound care
e Amputation prevention

¢ Personalized treatment
plans

Don’t Wait, Call

256-760-8485

2577 Mall Road
Suite A ® Florence

No representation is made about the quality of the podiatric services to be performed
or the expertise of the podiatrist performing such services.

e
5.50%""

* ON BALANCES UP TO AND

658201-1

@‘Cash®Checking @

INCLUDING $25,000 IF
QUALIFICATIONS ARE MET

0.05%4°Y

* ON ALL BALANCES, EVEN IF
QUALIFICATIONS ARE NOT MET

-
@

FirstSoutherm
B A N K

EARNING IS REALLY EASY! ENROLLMENTS MUST BE IN PLACE AND ALL OF THE
FOLLOWING TRANSACTIONS AND ACTIVITIES MUST POST AND SETTLE TO YOUR
KASASA CASH ACCOUNT DURING EACH MONTHLY QUALIFICATION CYCLE:

o AT LEAST 1 ACH PAYMENT OR ACH CREDIT TRANSACTION(S)
o AT LEAST 15 DEBIT CARD PURCHASES
o BE ENROLLED IN AND AGREE TO RECEIVE E-STATEMENTS

Member

ViS'it @ www.firstsouthern.comlkqsqsaQ

Qualification Information: To earn your rewards, the following enrollments must be in place and all transactions and activities must post and settle to
your Kasasa Cash account during each Monthly Qualification Cycle: At least 1 ACH credit or ACH payment transaction(s). At least 15 debit card
purchases. Be enrolled in and have agreed to receive e-statements rather than paper statements. Be enrolled in and log into online banking. Maintain a
valid email address on record with our bank. - Account transactions and activities may take one or more days to post and settle to the account and all
must do so during the Monthly Qualification Cycle in order to qualify for the account's rewards. "Monthly Qualification Cycle" means a period beginning
one (1) banking day prior to the first day of the current statement cycle through one (1) banking day prior to the last business day of the current
statement cycle. See our website or contact one of our branch service representatives for specific Monthly Qualification Cycle dates. Reward
Information: When your Kasasa Cash account qualifications are met during a Monthly Qualification Cycle, daily balances up to and including $25,000 in
your Kasasa Cash account earn an interest rate of 5.50% resulting in an APY of 5.50%; and daily balances over $25,000 earn an interest rate of 0.50%
on the portion of the daily balance over $25,000, resulting in a range from 5.50% to 0.50% APY depending on the account's daily balance. When your
Kasasa Cash qualifications are not met, the interest rate earned on the account's entire average daily balance will be 0.05% resulting in an annual
percentage vyield of 0.05%. Interest will be credited to your Kasasa Cash account on the last day of the current statement cycle. APY = Annual
Percentage Yield. APYS accurate as of 04/04/2024. Rates, rewards, and bonuses, if any, are variable and may change after account is opened; rates
may change without notice to you. No minimum balance is required to earn or receive the account's rewards. Rewards less than a penny cannot be
distributed. Fees may reduce earnings. Additional Information: Account approval, conditions, qualifications, limits, timeframes, enrollments, log-ons and
other requirements apply. $50 minimum deposit is required to open the account. There are no recurring monthly maintenance charges or fees to open
or close this account. Advertised information and rewards are based on all account qualifications being met during each cycle period. Contact one of
our bank service representatives for additional information, account details, restrictions, reward calculations, processing limitations, cycle dates and -
enrollment instructions. Member FDIC. Trademarks: Kasasa and Kasasa Cash are trademarks of Kasasa, Ltd., registered in the U.S.A. 3
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We have an immediate opening for an

Advertising

¢ An Established Territory with
Unlimited growth potential

e No Cap Commission plan

¢ Flexiblity in Work Schedule

¢ Generous Benefits Package

The ideal candidate will be

a self-starter with strong
communication and presentation
skills, and a passion for genuine
customer service.

Marketing, sales, and
advertising savvy will help

grow current partnerships

and develop new business
relationships.

EMAIL RESUME:
editor@courierjournal.net

y , Courier.
) Journal

Executive

POSITION REQUIREMENTS
o Ability to nurture existing
and new client relationships
e Good written and verbal
communication skills

® Good creative, editing, and
interpersonal skills

o Ability to multitask and
stay organized

o Ability to work both as part
of a team and independently
o Minimum HS or GED

© Some sales and/or
customer service experience.

Limited positions available for the
Browns Ferry Outage!

Earn up to

plus paid healthcare & retirement!

Liunalocal366.com
or Call 256-383-2466
to begin your career with

WE NEED YOU!

per hour,

¢ Nuke Plant Laborer

Must have A Clean Background
Must Pass a Drug Test

Will Train

Construction Experience A Plus

HANDYMAN WANTED To clean
up lawn, flowerbed, prune vines.
Call 938-216-9479 Leave a mes-
sage. Muscle Shoals

Full-Time
Machine Operator

The TimesDaily is seeking a
printing press operator to join
our Northwestern Alabama
printing facility.

Responsibilities include but
are not limited to:

« Performing standard set up
of printing press

 Operating the press

» Making adjustments to
maintain quality control

 Performing preventative
maintenance and repairs.

Hands-on experience with a
Goss Urbanite or DGM 850 is a
plus, but not required. We are
ready to hire and will train for
the position.

This position offers benefits
including:

* 401(k) matching

» Medical Insurance

« Dental Insurance

« Vision Insurance

« Life Insurance

« Disability Insurance

 Additional Insurance
Coverage Options

« Flexible Spending Account

« Paid Time Off (Vacation,
Holidays, Sick Time)

Qualified candidates will be
available to work nights and
weekends.

Applications are available at
the TimesDaily Office
219 W. Tennessee St.,

Florence, AL 35630
Questions or resumes may
be emailed to:
Kevin.Blurton@timesdaily
.com

The Professor Says
To Spread The Word!
“Shop Smarter!”

If you really want to know what you're
getting, get it from someone local.

Buy Local,

Sell Local
: 'Courier.

WJournal

764-4268
www.courierjournal.net

Administrative Sales
Assistant / Event
Coordinator
The TimesDaily has an immedi-
ate opening for a full-time
Advertising Administrative Sales
Assistant / Event Coordinator

Responsibilities include but
are not limited to:
» Scheduling advertising
insertions
« Assisting with training staff on
computer ticket entry
« Interacting with customers and
other departments on a regular
basis
« Assisting management with
scheduling special sections
« Filing daily newspapers
» Answering phone calls and
emails
« Helping service all walk-ins
« Event Coordinator, plans,
organizes and oversees all
aspects of an event to ensure
it runs smoothly and meets
objectives, from initial planning
to execution and breakdown.
» Completing various other
administrative duties
The ideal candidate for this
position is highly organized,
has strong attention to detail,
and Must be able to multitask,
prioritize deadlines, and keep
information strictly confidential.
We are looking for someone
with a desire to go the
extra mile.

This position requires a high
school degree or equivalent,
administrative assistant
experience, and proficiency with
computers, phones, and office
equipment.

The job will require availability
Monday — Friday and is 37.5
hours a week plus commission.

Benefits include:
* 401k Matchin
* Health, dental, vision
» Company paid life insurance
« Additional supplemental
insurances
« Paid vacation days, sick days,
and holidays
Send resumes to:
Renita.Jimmar@timesdaily
.com
or applications can be picked
up at TimesDaily
219 W. Tennessee Street,
Florence, AL 35630.

Your Best
Advertising
Value!

'Courier.
\Journal

The Batting Brigade Quilt Guild has
hospitality at 9am the second Monday of
the month, (February 9) with a meeting at
9:30am, at Edgemont United Methodist
Church, Florence. For information, call Liz
at 607-590-4367.

The Underwood-Petersville
Community Center s open and
available. Let us host your event. Contact
us at 256-764-1388 or by email UPCC.
Info@yahoo.com

Free Clothes - The Samaritan

House, 600 Geneva Ave., Muscle
Shoals, gives away free clothing each
Tuesday from 9-11am - except for every
5th Tuesday. Donations are accepted.

The meeting of American Legion
Colbert County Memorial Post 31 takes
place at 6pm Monday, January 19 at
the Post Meeting Hall located at 110
1/2 N. Main St. in Tuscumbia. A stair-
lift is available, if needed, to the upstairs
location. A meal will be provided. All
Veterans are invited. For more info, please
call 256-762-5950.

Rivertown Soup Kitchen open
to anyone who wants a hot meal.
January 25, 11am-2pm, 117 N. Seminary
St., serving Red Beans & Rice with Drip
Coffee. Donations Accepted on Venmo@
rivertowncoffee

LifeSouth Bloodmobile Dates:

Thursday, January 15 Colinwood
High School, 401 N Trojan Blvd.,
Collinwood, TN 8am - 3pm

There is space HERE for YOUR
EVENT, and plenty of eyes to read
it.  Email your information to editor@
CourierJournal.net.

LifeSouth is in emergency need for
blood donors. This year continues to be
difficult for LifeSouth and blood centers
across the country with the impact of the
pandemic causing a decrease in blood
donations, while the need to help patients
in local hospitals continues to increase.

Regular blood donors who have not
given recently and first-time donors can
make a major impact by donating. One
donation can save up to three lives.

Donate at the Center, 307 Veterans
Drive, Florence. Schedule an appointment,
256-765-7038. www.lifesouth.org.

Hours: 307 Veterans Drive, Florence,
256-765-7038 Hours of Operation:
Monday:  9am - 5pm, Tuesday: 9am
- 7pm, Wednesday: 9am - 5pm,
Thursday: 9am - 7pm, Friday: 9am -
5pm, Saturday: 9am - 3pm and Sunday:
1-5pm

Tuesday night Social Dance at
The Club/ Florence Senior Center, 450
Country Club Drive, in  Florence. $6.
Doors open at 6pm.

Dance from 6:30-8:45pm. Texas two
step, waltz, line dance, fox trot and more!
The Browns provide the music from
across the decades!

“The Diary of Anne Frank” -
Thursday, January 15-17 7:30pm,
Sunday, January 18, 2pm. At Shoals
Community Theatre, 123 N Seminary St.,
Florence, 256-764-1700.

Game Day - Thursday, January
15, 1-3pm at Bartholmew’s Church,
1900 Darby Drive, Florence, every
third Thursday of each month. Games
provided or bring some. 678-372-3526

Additional 2026 Dates: February 19,
March 19, at Bartholomew’s Church,
1900 Darby Drive, Florence.

Florence Camerata resumes
rehearsals on Thursday, January 22

and each Thursday thereafter at the UNA
chorus room on campus. This popular
volunteer community chorus is always
looking for new singers. Their Spring
concert will be on Tuesday, March 17,
and will feature songs from Broadway
and other popular musical selections.
For more information, please call 256-
810-9512.

The Club/Florence Senior Center
at 450 Country Club Drive in Florence
serves boomers and seniors of the Shoals
areal

Monday-Friday 9am-3:30pm. Games
(Rook, Mee, Dominoes, Mexican Train,
Chickenfoot, LRC, and others. M-F
Lunch served ($1 donation), BINGO
(Wednesday), Chair Exercise (Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday), Rock Painting (Friday),
Local Events, Square Dance Lessons,
(Mondays), Social Dance (Tuesday),
and Specially Scheduled Dance Events,
Master's Games, Shuffleboard (Broadway
Rec. on Tuesday).

Readers of the Lost Ark Book
Club, 10am, third Wednesday, (January
21) at Helen Keller Public Library, 511
Main St., Tuscumbia. nancy537481@
yahoo.com

Diamonds in the Rough/The Club
(Florence Senior Center)

2026 Travel Schedule:

New  Orleans,  March  16-20,
$790 double occupancy $990 single
occupancy. $75 deposit now, final
payment due Jan. 9.

Smokey Mountains, May 18-22, $845
double, $1004 single, final payment due
March 11.

Niagara ~ Falls/Canada, ~ passport
required, July 19-25, $1199  double,
$1504 single, final payment May 12.

Mackinac Island, August 23-29, $1195
double, $1464 single, final payment due
June 16.

Maine, October 10-18, $1675 double,

See NOTES... page 17
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‘.'” ALz, ’Enms MONUMENT /|

SEPTIC PRO, LLC.
" SEPTIC & PLUMBING COMPANY

29610256100 —
©shoalsmonumentcompany@yahoo.com™

€ (_.‘a
PLUMBING PATROL IS ON A ROLL! " © 3714 CLOVERDALE ROAD
' FLORENCE, AL 35630

' Each visit s, “
$B5
YD HELPING
V\Jet & Plal;)/’ HAN DS

We also offer We Offer Weight Loss
Medications

O +256-795-6399
@www.shoalsmonumentcompany.com

’ L*“‘h‘_ &
-

= A New Year's miracle
would be still fitting
into my clothes in January!

o

~

7 AT

Compounded Weight
Loss Injections -

Call Today!

JUSISJIP
S19AQ[S "9 "JuoIOYIp s opeysdwe] 'g 1o3uof st 1odeq ‘t 198xe|
S MOg] ¢ "IOY3IY SI [[ISMOPUIA) T “IOLIOYS SI WY " :SI0UdIYIQ

256.712.5028

‘ = 426 West College St.

Across from
Infants & Children’s

Advertise Your Business With Us

Thanks for voting us #1 Urgent Care Walk-In-Facility!
5358 Moy OPEN 7 DAYS:

® v P |
H a m I Ito n Fa m I I *‘2:7 '\ Mon. - Fri. 8am-8pm;
Azozﬂ/ Sat. 8am-8pm; Sun. 2pm-6pm

.

’/ \ Accepting New Patients

Walk-In Urgent and Family Care

J Welcoming Beth Raper, CRNP
to our New Primary Care
Service in Muscle Shoals.

Call for an appointment.

Our Other Locations:

FLORENCE « 3515 Cloverdale Rd.
KILLEN - 343 Hwy. 72
MOULTON - 12490 AL-157

Covid Testing  Televisits Available - We See Kids! - On Site X-Ray
256-284-7706 . www.hamiltonfamilyurgentcare.com

Convenient Online Registration « Most Insurance Accepted Including Medicare and Medicaid
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Briefing Congress;

Kidding... Right? [

he recent arrest of Venezuelan
President Nicolds Maduro and his
wife, Cilia Adela Flores de Maduro,
escaping from their own bedroom
earlil morning on January 3 took

us all by surprise.
Maybe it shouldn't f7) /4\
have. =
The two were indicted eV
by a Florida grand jury in rd
March 2020, and again in the W/OLUS

southern district of New York
on narco-terrorist, cocaine,
and various weapons charges.
He was the recognized
president since 2013, but most
concede Cilia was the brains of
the couple. Both were equally
responsible for the elicit
dealings as well the second part
of the most striking example
of economic self-sabotage in
recent world history. Socialist
president Hugo Chavez gave way to Nicolas
Maduro, as Venezuela was dismantled its well-
oiled energy-based economy.

There has been an unusual focus on Latin
and South America since Donald Trump came
back into office last year.

And several Democrats in the house and
senate have made a point to criticize him for

TOM MAGAZZU
Editor

See BREIFING CONGRESS... on Page 22

Comments do not necessarily represent those of the
Courier Journal staff, its advertisers, or its readers.

B

Jacksonville
atlElowersyHall]

7 BASKETBALL

¥

Investing at the TOP

FLORENCE-Did you miss the opportunity
to invest when the market bottomed in April
20252 That was a good opportunity to invest in
stocks whose prices were down significantly.
Now, most stocks are back up to previous
levels or higher. But not all those stocks that
were down in April or are up today - are

considered good investments.

Yes, you can make money in the market by
investing in stocks when they are down - but
you can also make money in stocks when they
are up. The secret is knowing which ones are

See INVESTING... on Page 16

> WEE

THE MEETING OF
AMERICAN LEGION Colbert

County Memorial Post 31 takes
place at 6pm Monday, January
19 at the Post Meeting Hall
located at 110 1/2 N. Main

St. in Tuscumbia. A stair-lift

is available, if needed, to the
upstairs location. A meal wil

be provided. All Veterans are
invited. For more info, please
call 256-762-5950.

THE FREEDOM HILLS
FREEZE OUT RIDE gets
started at the RaceTrac in

series.

NORTH
ALABAMA

Find North Alabama
Basketball audio & video at
roarlions.com/watch

Museum  Educator
Peeples is inviting families of
all ages, but especially students
ages 7 and older, to celebrate

Storytime's Focus on King

FLORENCE-Florence
Arts and Museums recently
announced the continuation
of its Storytime at the Museum

and

Ana

JacksonyilleYEIX

SAT-YJAN 1741 PM
atfdacksonvillely

JacksonyilleYEIX

Visit www.roarlions.com for full team schedules and ticket information

remember
Luther King Jr. and how his
words changed the world's
perspective on race relations.
Together everyone will read
Martin's Big Words: The Life
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

>

Tuscumbia (503 Hwy 43 S)
at 9am on Saturday, January
17. This event is open to all
street-legal 4x4 vehicles on a
route consisting of gravel and
pavement. The ride will travel
along parts of the Natchez
Trace with a scheduled stop
for a packed lunch at Coon
Dog Cemetery. Dress warmly.
Expect a scenic journey that
lasts several hours with stops
as needed.

Martin

See KING... on Page 23

JOIN THE CANE CREEK
LAND STEWARDS for a trail
care sessions at Cane Creek
Canyon from 9am-noon.
Saturday and Sunday January
17 and 25. Tasks will include
building natural steps, water
control features, updating

trail markers, and clearing
debris. No prior experience

is necessary, but attendees
should wear sturdy, closed-
toe shoes and bring their

own water, snacks, and

work gloves. Extra tools will
be provided. Registration is
required. Guardians must sign
waivers for minors. For more
information, call 256-936-0117.

¢

“Cellory

Your Courier Journal welcomes tastefully presented
typed or neatly written letters to be published as space
allows. Letters may refer to timely matters of local, state, or
national interest or any topic of concern or interest. Letters must
include name, address and phone number for verification. (Only
name and town will be published.) Letters are subject to edliting.
Please limit to 400 words. Al letters become the property of
the Courier Journal and may not necessarily reflect opinions of
the Courier Journal staff, its advertisers, or a majority of readers.

* by Mail, in Person, or Mail Slot
Editor-Courier Journal
219 W. Tennessee St., Florence, AL 35630
* e-mail: editor@courierjournal.net
* FAX- 256-760-9618

Editorial Discretion

Dear Editor,

Your letters to the editor continue
to be a source of amusement to me.
But I remain bewildered as to why
you print the majority of them in this
column and not as political ads.

There are a few honest letters by
locals, even some political opinions
on local issues. But many letters
appear to be political propaganda

written by people from other
states or from various "advocates,
organizations, and social justice
warriors which have a number of
themes in common.

For those who have trouble
distinguishing them the themes
which these ?etters push are pretty
consistent and can include:

1) Orange Man is bad,

2) Repu%licans are bad,

3) Christians are bad,

4) Conservatives are bad,

5) Majority is bad,

... We have so many Trojan horses residing in

our country today, designed to undermine
and destroy our Constitutional Republic . . . , ’

6) People who are better off than
other people are bad,

7) Alabama is bad,

8) A has the right to B and taxpayers
should pay,

9) When C says D, it offends us
and you should stop C, etc.

One can often tell these letters
are part of a campaign of political
indoctrination by doing a brief online
search of news sources and finding
multiple sources which show waves
of similar or same wording on a
given subject. Also flurries of similar
opinions from the same people or
organizations. At this point they are
far less amusing, even becoming
annoying.

Heaven forbid that you should

See LETTERS... on Page 9
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Mastering The Flesh

Mark 14:38 “Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into
temptation. The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh
is weak.” After salvation, the war starts between
two natures, and the battle for control of the flesh
begins. Paul had troubles his whole saved life and
admitted: Romans 7:20-21 “Now if I do that I
would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that
dwelleth in me. I find then a law, that, when I would
do good, evil is present with me.” 1 Corinthians
9:27 “But I keep under my body, and bring it into
subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached
to others, I myself should be a castaway.” Paul wasn’t
perfect; Philippians 3:13-14 “Brethren, I count not myself
to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting
those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto
those things which are before, I press toward the mark for
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” Paul
concludes: 2 Timothy 4:7-8 “I have fought a good fight, I
have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day:
and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his
appearing.”

It is a spiritual battle with the flesh, for the saved, that
is only won by staying on your knees in prayer and in
the word of God as much as you can! With God’s word,
Spirit, strength, power and blessing, the victory is possible.
I haven’t arrived yet, but we must keep trying. It becomes
difficult to put the old man to bed. At the translation or
death, the victory will come then: 1 Corinthians 15:26
“The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.” Where
there’s no sin, there’s no death. Revelation 21:4 “And God
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither
shall there be any more pain: for the former things are
passed away.” That’s heaven, MAKE SURE you’re going!

Beacon Baptist Church
Bill Bishop, Pastor  Rogersville ¢ 256-247-7733
1.2 miles north from red light on Hwy. 207 on left
Sunday services at 10am and 11am and 6pm
— Visitors welcome! :

676329-1
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SIGNS
OF THE PAST

JACKSON MILITARY ROAD - JACKSON CROSSING

The Military Road was built from 1816 to 1820 as a pioneer settlement
shortcut from Nashville to the Southwest Territories /New Orleans,
proceeding through the Shoals. A ferry crossed the River here in the vicinity
of York Bluff settlement, connecting to the upstream bank of Cypress Creek
on the opposite shore.

This passage formed the original linkage between
Coldwater town (Tuscumbia) and the new town
of Florence (surveyed 1818 by Cypress Land
Company). This roadway and ferry crossing
became the initial hub of the Shoals area. The
ferry here operated for some years and was then
relocated to the vicinity of the present railroad
bridge by the 1820s. Railroad service was
constructed between the two river banks in the
1830s; was washed out by floods & replaced in
1840.

¢, Sheffield formed later, incorporated in 1885.

Location: 34.7732°N, 87.6950°W
304 Gordon Dr, Sheffield, AL

This historical marker was recently
installed to mark where the Jackson
Military road crossed (by ferry) the
Tennessee River forming an important
link between Coldwater (Tuscumbia) and
Cypress Creek near Florence.

~ Courtesy David Curott ~ author of
“Historical Markers and Other Signs of the Past”

Letters...

Editorial
Discretion...

Continued from Page 8

exert stronger editorial
discretion and  stop
printing them. But I'd
suggest you recognize
them as being
advertisements and start
billing the senders your
usual rates for classified
ads. It about time that
you should play your
part in drying up the free
publicity for people who
slcllould e buying political
ads.

GK Stanford
Tuscumbia

Letters Are
From Where?

Dear Editor,

Most newspapers
across America aren't
worth reading any more.
Their liberal bias has
crossed the line for many
people. I have always
read your letters because
I wanted to be informed
on local issues. But latel
I've noticed they don't
even come from our
community.

The recent letter, Death
in the 21st Century, was
probably the last for me. It
is a critical piece designed
to make readers feel
condemned and ashamed

in a general bashing of
modern technology
versus humanitarian
compassion. Then,
I noticed it was from
someone in Karachi,
Pakistan. Pakistan is

designated as a Muslim
terrorist country by the
United States. Why would
someone from Pakistan
be complaining to people
in The Shoals, Alabama
about having central heat
and letting people die?
Why would this paper
be printing a letter from
someone in Pakistan?

I think we have enough
propaganda fed to us in the
crazy times we are living.
We have so many Trojan
horses residing in our
country today, designed
to undermine and destroy
our Constitutional
Republic. Do we really
need to print an obviously
propagandized letter from
a terrorist country? I don't
trust much anymore, but
this makes me ask 'why'?

Janet Holt
Killen

More LETTERS... Pg 19

NEED HEALTH INSURANCE?

You may qualify for coverage through the marketplace.
Get LOCAL assistance and a FREE quote. Let's talk!

Depending on your family size and household income,
your premium may be as low as $0 per month, based on the plan you choose!

Heather Fowler and Erica Vaughn
are available to assist you with an ACA plan.

They can enroll individuals in health insurance
with Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Alabama.®

! BlueCross BlueShield
of Alabama
www.AlabamaHealthGuidance.com

(256) 648-5710 ©

Ask about specific enrollment times for those who qualify.

We are independent agents of

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Alabama.
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Alabama
is an independent licensee of the

Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

, 885 Florence Blvd.

®

2

FLORENCE PAINTING
AND DRYWALL LLC

-

We offer professional painting services including
Interior and Exterior House Painting,
Drywall Repair, Deck and Fence Staining
Pressure Washing and More

Over 30 years’ experience,
Call Today for FREE ESTIMATE

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

256-577-0730

(LY

648555-1

Shoals Primary Care
Welcomes

Dr. Hameed
Igbal, MD

Internal Medicine
to its
Florence Location

Dr. Igbal is Welcoming New Patients

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED « MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

Monday-Thursday « 8am - 5pm
Friday « 8am - Noon

SHOALS

PRIMARY CARE

201 Rosa Lane
Florence
256-275-3838

shoalsprimarycarellc.com




10

Alabama’s Largest Direct Mail Weekly

Courier Journal / January 14, 2026

WE BUY ZERO TURN RIDING
MOWERS. All brands, Hustler,
Walker, Troy-Bilt, John Deere, Cub
Cadet, etc. Running or not. Any
condition 256-275-2276

HARDWOOD FLOOR
REFINISHING
25 Years Experience
All work comes with warranty.
Ben Hanson, 256-263-2063

IVEY’S DRYWALL
Hang & Finish Sheetrock,
Removal of Popcorn & Painting.
Free Estimates, 29 years
experience. Call 256-366-5631

IT'S COLD SEASON! '™
1S VOUR (EALIS
SVSTEMIREEPINGAYOU
COMEORTABLE?

FANDISCHEDUL E YOU

Ig va TUNE'UP Tdﬁngﬁ \ . B

MPE

SERVICES

| MECHANICAL e PLUMBING o ELECTRICAL
LED LIGHTING @ RESTAURANT REPAIR

AL#22283

Shoals Primary Care

Dr. Brad
Ginevan

is Welcoming

New Patients
in Sheffield

Monday-Thursday « 8am - 5pm
MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED « MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

Walk-ins are Welcome

342 Cox Boulevard
Shefhield
256-383-4473

shoalsprimarycarellc.com

SHOALS

PRIMARY CARE

ON YOUR DEBT

Rising Living Costs in
Alabama: Why More Working
Families Are Falling Behind

B. rant
McNutt

Managing Attorney

Even Full-Time Paychecks Aren’t

Stretching Like They Used To

Across Alabama, we are seeing a
troubling trend: more families are working
full-time, doing what they are supposed to
do, and still falling behind financially.

This is not about reckless spending or
poor decisions. It is about rising living costs .

How Families Fall Behind — Slowly,

Then All at Once

or utilities

that are quietly overwhelming household month”
budgets — groceries, insurance, medical o

bills, and transportation — all increasing .

faster than wages for many people in our °

region.

At the Bond & Botes Law Offices,
we speak every day with hardworking
individuals and families who feel
blindsided by how quickly things have
changed. Many are shocked by how fast
manageable financial stress can turn into
missed payments, maxed-out credit cards,

or collection calls.

The Cost of Living Is Rising Faster Than ¢

Paychecks

While inflation has cooled somewhat

nationally, Alabama continues

effects more sharply than many other o
states. These increases hit especially hard
in households where there is little room for

error in the monthly budget.

Grocery Prices Are Still a Monthly

Strain

Families routinely tell us they are
spending hundreds more per month on
groceries than they did just a few years aéo.
Even modest price increases add up quickly
when you are feeding a household.

Insurance Premiums Keep Climbing

Auto and Homeowners insurance rates
across Alabama have increased significantly,
yarticularly in storm-prone areas. Many

amilies are pagling more for coverage while

receiving no additional benefit
unavoidable monthly expense.

Transportation Costs Are Non-

Negotiable

In much of Alabama, having a reliable
vehicle is not optional. Rising auto loan
payments, repair costs, and fuel expenses

lace enormous pressure on household

inances.

Most people do not wake up one morning
in serious financial trouble. It usually
happens gradually:

¢ Credit cards are used to cover groceries

Medical bills are put off “until next

One missed payment turns into several
Interest and late fees pile up
Collection calls begin
Bﬁl the time many people reach out
for help, they feel overwhelmed and
embarrassed — even though they did
nothing wrong.
When Is It Time to Get Legal Advice?
There is no single “right” moment, but
many people find it helpful to speak with an
experienced attorney when:

¢ Credit cards are consistently maxed out

to feel its

Collection calls or letters are increasing
Medical bills feel unmanageable

Car payments or other secured debts are
causing stress

You feel stuck and unsure what options
are available

Importantly, speaking with an attorney

does not mean you have decided to file

gmtything. It simply means you want accurate
in

ormation about your options.

Think

— another

A Fresh Start Can Mean More Than You

For many families, exploring debt-relief
options provides something they have not
had in a long time: clarity.

Understanding what can — and cannot
— be done often brings immediate peace
of mind. In many cases, people realize they
have more choices than they expected.

Our role is to explain those options
honestly, carefully, and without judgment.

If rising living costs have made it harder to

stay ahead financially, you are not alone —

and you do not have to figure things out by

yourself.

risin%
a call.

Contact the Bond & Botes Law Offices

If you are feeling financial pressure from
living costs, we encourage you to give us
We are here to help and we want to help!

Alabama State Bar requires the following: “No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is
greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.”

Bond&Botes, PC.

Attorneys Providing Financial Solutions

Bond, Botes, Sykstus, Tanner & McNutt, P.C.
121 S. Court Street, Florence, AL 35630
Phone: 256-760-1010 e Fax: 256-760-1023 e Office Hours: Monday - Friday ¢ 8am to 5pm
www.bondnbotes.com | Bond, Botes

DRUM SET WITH BENCH Toddler-
sized $18 256-520-7258

&
P
TLC IRRIGATION
SERVICES
30 Years Experience
* We Winterize « Pump
Installation « Irrigation System
Installation « Repair * Sod
Installation « Landscaping
* Leaf Clean up * Flower Beds
» Grass Mowing ¢ Pressure

Washing. Free Estimates
Call Reggie 256-324-5023

Licensed + Insured

N\ /[

BUYING ESTATES: Flatware,
Silver, Gold, Jewelry Coins and
Platinum. Call 256-443-2439

ROOFING - LEAKS REPAIRED,
Chimneys Flashed, Valley Repair.
All Work Guaranteed. Free esti-
mates, 256-383-3218

REFRIGERATOR AND A METAL
Outdoor Bar with one barstool.
$100 for both, 256-394-6453

BUYING BROKEN WASHERS
and DRYERS, no front loaders,
256-577-6433

CAREGIVER FOR HIRE Will care
for your loved ones in the hospital,
nursing home or rehab. Call or text
Brenda 256-436-5386.

ALABAMA CRACK MAN
William James Greenlee IlI,
Extra Mile Brick,

“ALL MASONRY REPAIR” ,
«Fireplace *Chimney <Firebox *Cracked
Walls «Loose Brick <Driveway Cracks
*Steps *Firebox *Tuck Pointing *Cracked
Brick «Stucco *Stone Work *Concrete
«Historic Restoration.
82nd AIRBORNE INFANTRY
Combat Veteran
256-797-5281

WE BUY RIDING MOWERS, John
Deere, Cub Cadet, Kubota, Crafts-
man, etc, We will buy it running or
not. Give us a call at 256-275-2276
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XoopLanp
x-OODLAND Marlsetplace

Supermarkets

Home-Owned, Home-Operated

Made Fresh »
DAILY at our

Killen
Location

Sanderson Farms
Fresh Chicken g

Fresh WENG ;
GROUND BEEF | -~ ?i&,‘,?;c.?“EAST (

73% Lean - Family Pack

Family Pack
PORK
STEAK

i’referred <
Angus Beef

Prairie Fresh

e P iy BONELESS .
P l d &
eele $ 9 Top ROUND WHOLE BOSTON

SHRIMP -t ROAST
21 /25‘ . 2 Lbs. Family Pack

Deveined

BUTT PORK

Sweet California :":__ U.S. #1 Idaho YELLOW Large Slicing
HALOS RED e ONIONS ) TOMATOES
POTATOES 3 Lb. Bag L S ;

Rotel DICED a Chef Boyardee = =— —= Blue Bonnet =
TOMATOES PEL PASTAL = = MARGARINI&
ST SAL . jue
' Pnnet/

PICTSWEEL

“Defyyxe Baby
Sweet Peas

LER : Charmm Essentlal BATH TISSUE
L W61 Loads Or & \ 9 Mega Rolls Or Bounty Essential
= AR FLINGS! 20 M. PAPER TOWELS 6 pouble Rolls

675563-1

[ O Rohs o e Sl e Do YIC & et S Ao AD) GOOD) JANL, 1420, 2026)
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Red Diamond - h : S Hunt’s
TEA - — 3 Al i ( ,SNACK PACKS

24 Quart
Size Bags

Bumble Bee - SCRAPERTDAD] I(}ascade Platinum
TUNA * ; ’ FDISHWASHING
5 oz. Ch il DETERGENT PODS
ﬁ“J - Cascad 3alct:

In Water -
| . S PLATINUM
E b - B
1 5 s 1 9 $ \ » 1

v B Mello Yello Or
COCA COLAL COCA-COLA

(e C‘%L%@*ﬂ% 2 Liters

POWERADE

Golden Flake,‘ i i - Blue Bell

UTZ Or Zap @ i 3 ‘¥ ICE CREAM
Fatbeq ily Si C— — 1/2 Gallon

W Homemadé Van

Nt 2 A e A

CRESCENT 48 oz.
ROLLS 8-16 0z.

VELVEETA EOCdEInb
eV MINI COB
CORN s ct. .......

2 Lb. Box

] . i Restaurant Quality
Minute Maid $ 9 9 $ 8 9 9 -
HOT POCKETS A % A S CHICKEN
orivet ucs$ 399 no P nccets

Food Club Boston Market "’ : B ¥ | Restaurant Quality %easoned
CHEESE 2 / $5 ENTREES 2 / $6 @ *_| POTATO 699
SINGLES 12 oz. 13-14 0z. - WEDGES .

SAUSAGE 15
PATT I ES i Sausage patties

74
;> | Preferred Angus Beef
Pillsbury GRANDS, Mayfield Selects $ R M
@ : v ‘\) &

Cupcake Stills I WIENERS
WINE 750 ML !

$Q79 1 B

CON CARNE

"At All Loca?ﬁ‘on!

AD)GOOD)JAN:, 114:20;, 2026} —»

Pick up a copy of this ad in a Courier ‘l
Journal at our store OR go online
PricesyGood|AtThese,Locations,ONLY!) "2/ N AT OODLA } to Foodlandgrocery.com

\ upermarket}/
KILLEN 1161 Hwy. 72 » 7Zam-11pm ¢ 256-757-2002 .
FLORENCE 1708 Darby Dr. * Zam-10pm ¢ 256-767-2227 TUSCUMBIA 103 West 1st Street ®* 7Zam-11pm ¢ 256-383-9425
MUSCLE SHOALS 3001 Woodward. * 7am-11pm ¢ 256-381-7277 FORD CITY FOODLAND River Road * 7am-10pm ¢ 256-446-5842 T
3413 Woodward Ave. * 7am-11pm ¢ 256-978-6093 ELGIN CROSSROADS ELGIN Forest Plaza * Zam-11pm ¢ 256-247-1958 £

SHEFFIELD Foodland Plus ¢ 106 Towne Plaza ¢ 7am-10pm ¢ 256-381-6552 ROGERSVILLE Rogersville Shopping Cir. * Zam-11pm ¢ 256-247-1805
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HOME IMPROVEMENT AND ROOFING - LEAKS REPAIRED,
BUILDING: siding, additions, Chimneys Flashed, Valley Repair.
garages, painting, decks, Free All Work Guaranteed. Free esti-
Estimates. 256-383-3218 mates, 256-383-3218

Courier Journal / January 14, 2026

Concrete River Construction

Concrete Walls e Finished Floors
Driveways ® Sidewalks ¢ Porches ¢ Curbhs
Stamped and Stained Concrete [ £}
Free Estimates ¢ Licensed and Insured ¢ 15 years experience

Call or Text: 256-762-5800 ¢ 256-710-8198

BURGERS and FRIES
Fu Ch
LEGAL NOTICE O Cnrotorte.
STATE OF ALABAMA, LAUDERDALE COUNTY ek 1 M Mayo

NOTICE OF ABANDONED AND UNCLAIMED MOTOR VEHICLES Pickl
es

Notice Is Hereby Given That On Saturday, the ww\w.rosiesmexicancantina.com ‘ 4‘ g;ima;ooes
- =ve €d Onions

21st Day Of February, 2026, At 9:00 a.m., the in Downtown Florence vt A Crilled Mushrooms
& 4 Ketchup

following motor vehicles will be sold at public ENTER ONLINE 7) e Mustarg

auction for cash. The auction will be held at Horne g Relish

Wrecker Service, Inc., 1634 State Street, Florence, www.CourierJournal.net 3;:’":n ;
Alabama. Horne Wrecker Service Inc. Will Accept reen P:ppiﬁ’;ers
Proof Of Ownership should anyone care to submit

TWO CEMETERY LOTS IN Green- JUNK REMOVAL Lawncare and
view Memorial Cemetery, Florence, flowerbed work as well. Estimates,
Lot 26D Garden of the Bible $1,500 call or text 256-856-7898 or 256-
each. 256-335-1772 856-1303

FIVE GUYS

672707-1

]

Week of January 7

A1® Steak saUCe

same, Monday through Friday, between the hours winner is Hot Sauce 2
of 8:00 a.m. And 4:00 p.m. Until the day of the sale. Gary Joner ® Dogs °
Vehicles may be viewed STARTING Monday, of Muscle Shoals e Sandwiches Cmﬁ-\g’
February 16th, 2026, between the hours of 8:00 who correctly guessed ¢ Fries :

a.m. and 4:00 p-m. “Texas Roadhouse, Florence” We proudly serve Coca-Cola® products.

One entry per person. Winners will be announced each week in our paper and 2881 Florence Blvd. Florence 256-349-2058
on our website. Winners can pick up their Gift Certificate at the Courier Journal

YRMAKE  MODEL VING TAG coLor _TowepFroMioc | L office beginning Wednesdays after Noon. ) | 10:30am-10pm every day  Order online: FiveGuys.com
01 JEEP CHEROKEE  1J4GX58551C533971  N/A WHITE Courtview Towers
02 JEEP LIBERTY 1J4GK58K92W328829  N/A BLACK Courtview Towers WHY ARE COURIER JOURNAL

10 MITSUBISHI GALANT FE 4A32B2FF3AE013675 ~ AL41COTD SILVER Hwy 64 Co Rd 470 ADS SO popular? Because they

15 VW PASSAT IVWBT7A33FC106125  AL41AOPBD WHITE Hunts Auto jvork---l Everyone gets the Courier
09 VW TIGUAN  WVGAV7SNIWS02802 N/A SILVER Courtview Towers | “CUMa"
677458-1
L I i S i I i t

Treating the Causes of Leg Pain,
not just the symptoms.

i 4l
TUNE-UP $69 ¥ PMA $119

Do you suffer from...

Planned Maintenance Agreement

Check Condenser Fan Motor Check Condenser Fan Motor Restless LegS Varicose Veins
Amp Compressor Amp Compressor
Check Capacitor Check Capacitor Cram p|ng Ach|ng
Tighten Electrical Connections Tighten Electrical Connections
Check Condenser Cleanliness Check Condenser Cleanliness H H H
Check Freon Pressures and Temps Check Freon Pressures and Temps SW@I l I ng S p I d er Vel ns
Check T-stat Operations Check T-stat Operations . . .
Check Indoor Blower Motor Check Indoor Blower Motor Burni ng Ti ngl INg
Clear Drains Clear Drains
Check Evaporator Coil for Cleanliness Check Evaporator Coil for Cleanliness ItCh i ng Heaviness
Check Blower Motor Capacitor Check Blower Motor Capacitor ]
Clean Condenser Coil 3 . . .
No Overtime Rates Discoloration Hair loss
15% Discount on Repairs
Priority Service
FREE SECOND OPINION Our team of experts, including a Board Certified Physician, specialize in the
AT e I R diagnosis and treatment of leg problems. We utilize the latest technology to
TVA IS OFFERING A $50 REBATE FOR A/C AND get to the cause of the problem and develop a solution.
¥ 1 . .
HEAT PUMP TUNE-UPS! Let us help you get back to an active and healthy lifestyle!

We handle the paperwork and all we need is a valid email address from you. TVA will

send you an email and mail you the check. No inspection required. . i A
For more information or to setup an appointment, please call 256-766-2310.

2095 Blve™

HEATING/AIR CONDITIONING | EQUIPMENT REPLACEMENT | REPAIRS
MAINTENANCE | AIR PURIFICATION | FINANCING OPTIONS AVAILABLE

M (256) 764-7386 @ www.jchamm.com
0% for 18 months or 9.9% for 10 Years with Approved credit

Phone: 256-766-2310 ¢ Fax: 256-768-9956
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FIREWOOD FOR SALE Half-cord WE BUY OUT ESTATES, large or
4x8 Seasoned or Green Delivered small, and contents of barns,
$120 You Haul $75 256-648-0512  garages, sheds, etc. 256-275-2276

Aluminum Carports
and Patio Covers

Tony Cabaniss

256-577-5990
Chuck Cabaniss

256-702-7881

GREEN PLANET
LAWN SERVICES
Spring/Fall Clean-ups,
Complete Mowing,
Hedge/Shrub Trimming,
Flowerbed Maintenance,
Mulch, Pine Straw, Decorative
Rock and Pressure Washing.
Licensed & Insured.
-Free Estimates-
Call Antonio 256-284-5590

TIRED OF PAYING HIGH PRICES
FOR AUTO REPAIRS? Call 256-
810-2337 If no answer - leave a

message. | will call you back.

Dr. Reid Melson, DO

Internal Medicine

is welcoming
New Patients at
Shoals Primary Care

2122 Helton Drive
Florence

Walk-ins are
Also Welcome

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED « MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

Monday-Thursday 8am - 5pm « Friday 8am-Noon

SHOALS

PRIMARY CARE

676655-1

2122 Helton Drive
Florence
256-415-8680
Fax: 256-367-4990

shoalsprimarycarellc.com

ESTATE SALE
258 Plantation Springs Dr.
Florence, AL 35630

Friday, Jan. 16th, 9am-3pm
Numbers given out at 8:30 am
Saturday, Jan. 17th, 9:00-2:00

Numbers given out at 8:30

Sunday, Jan. 18th, 1pm-3pm

Ekornes Leather Recliner, 2014
Lexus, 2012 Nissan Frontier,
Gorham Sterling Flatware, Gold
Jewelry, Karastan Rugs, Fenton,
Pentagon Gun Safe, Taxidermy,
Thomas Kinkade prints, Gail
Pittman China, Spode Christmas
China, Hunting Apparel, Ammu-
nition, Quilts, Outdoor Furniture,
Maytag Washer and Dryer, Tools
and Much More!

*Bring help to load your
purchases
Cypress Creek Antiques
and Estate Sales
(256) 275-0273
View Pictures at estatesales.net

ANTIQUE MILITARY ITEMS
WANTED Guns, Knives, Uniforms,
will pay cash. Call 256-335-7663

ROOFING - LEAKS REPAIRED,
Chimneys Flashed, Valley Repair.
All Work Guaranteed. Free esti-
mates, 256-383-3218

BUYING ESTATES

PAYING CASH
Buying Entire Estates,

Collections, Antiques, Tools,
Jewelry, & Coins.
Text or Call 256-762-0966

McCaig’s Garage
Late model and low mileage
motors and transmissions. 90 day
guarantee. Call Gary or Brian,
256-332-5366. 256-460-0662

MILLER’S TREE
SERVICE
Tree Trimming and Removal
Free Estimates
Senior Discounts
Licensed & Insured
256-710-0548

HOME IMPROVEMENT AND
BUILDING: siding, additions,
garages, painting, decks, Free
Estimates. 256-383-3218

Mealcare Mlnute

Signing up for
Medicare Part 1

The most common way to qualify for Medicare is when
you are turning 65. You will have a specific time period, set
by Medicare, to enroll in Part A and Part B Medicare. This
is known as the Initial Enrollment Period (IEP).

If you are qualifying for Medicare by turning 65 you will
have a 7 month window to enroll in Medicare. This window
is based oft of the month you turn 65. It starts 3 months
prior to the month you turn 65 and extends 3 months past
the month you turn 65. For example, if you are turning 65
in September your IEP begins in June and extends all the
way through the month of December. If you are eligible,
you may not have to pay a premium for Part A, but Part B
will have a premium.

For those electing to sign up for Part B after their IEP a
late-enrollment penalty may be assessed. This penalty can
last as long as you have Part B and there may be a gap in your
health coverage. However, one exception to this rule is being
employed and having coverage through your company’s
group health plan. If this applies to you check with your
benefit coordinator, Medicare or contact our office.

In most cases, if you are already drawing your Social
Security or Railroad Retirement Board benefits you should
automatically be signed up for Part A and Part B. If you are
not drawing your Social Security or RRB benefits and want
to sign up for Medicare you can do so by signing up online
at ssa.gov, visit your local Social Security office or give our
office a call and we can help direct you.

If you have questions regarding any aspect of Medicare
or Medicare health plans feel free call us at Alabama
Health Guidance (256-648-5710), stop by our office at 885
Florence Blvd (Four Lane Shopping Center) or email me
at ikey@alabamahealthguidance.com. Alabama Health
Guidance is an independent insurance agency and is not
affiliated with Medicare or any other government agency.

Ikey fowler
885 Florence Blvd. « 256-648-5710

76181

WE BUY ZERO TURN RIDING

LOCAL PAINTER NEEDING

MOWERS. All brands, Hustler,
Walker, Troy-Bilt, John Deere, Cub
Cadet, etc. Running or not. Any
condition 256-275-2276

WORK Sheet rock, finishing work,
stains, polyurethane, coating, etc.
40-yrs experience. 256-443-4166

COOLSCULPTING® OLD COOLSCULPTING®

v ©  Treats 2x MORE Areas ’ Ezsvui'stfbske Longer to

¢ Twice the Time to Treat T

¢ 1 Applicator per Machine m

¢ Treats 1 Area at a Time .

e U-Shaped Applicators
Hold Less Fat

e More Appointments

JR. LAWSON TREE SERVICE,
tree trimming, stump grinding,
removal. Licensed & Bonded, Free
estimates, 256-856-7028

NEED TO REHOME TWO adult female
Cats, very sweet. Indoor only, No dogs.
Bonded, must go together, Owner passed
away. Rehoming fee. 256-497-3542 Athens

" A St.Vincent de Pam
~ | [{)R) THRIFT STORE
o % V‘ Help Us, Help Others

® Serving Families of the Shoals

MEDIA1/2 OFF

659 South Poplar Street, Florence

(Conveniently Located in Downtown Florence Off Veterans Drive)

256-718-0901 * Mon.-Fri. 10am-4pm, Sat. 10am-2pm
www.facebook.com/SVDPFlorence

e NEW Sleek Design

e Up to 30% MORE Tissue Contact

oF

e The 150-day period would break down into three treatment
sessions, each spaced 50 days apart, unlike the old machine
one treatment!

e Coolsculpting Elite can treat multiple areas using dual
H E L PI N G HAN DS 256.712.5028 | 426 West College St. | Florence

applicators
Across from Infants & Children’s

¢ An Elite CoolSculpting plan that involves treating seven
areas every 50 days for 150 days would consist of three
total treatment sessions.
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ASK THE

ATTORNEY

POA v. LIVING
WILL v. LAST

WILL

Thomas between a Power of Attorney (POA),

McCutcheon  a Living Will, and a Last Will and

Ask the Attorney Testament is helpful. These legal

is sponsored by documents help ensure a person’s

is["”l attorneys, wishes are carried out in the case
cCutcheon & X .

[T of incapacity or death but serve

service to the residents different purposes.
of NW Alabama.

AND

TESTAMENT

When it comes to planning for the
future, understanding the differences

A Power of Attorney (POA) is a

legal document that grants another

person the authority to act on a person’s behalf. You
can have a general POA for anything that a person
could do if they were present or a specific POA for a

specific financial or legal matter. A Durable POA can

be used if a person becomes incapacitated as long as
it was done and signed while they were competent.
This allows a person to act on another’s behalf if they

become incapacitated due to illness or

A POA expires upon death. The agent can no longer
make financial or medical decisions once a person

passes away. That’s when a Will takes

injury.

over.

In between competency and death, a Living Will can

be very helpful. These are also known as an Advance
Healthcare Directive, and it outlines a person’s medical
treatment preferences in case they become incapacitated

or are unable to communicate their wishes. The
purpose of this document is to make known if a

person wants life-sustaining treatments (ventilators
or feeding tubes, etc.) and their wishes regarding pain

management and further instructions on resuscitation.

This document is used in situations where a person
is terminally ill and unable to communicate and to

prevent or provide medical intervention.

A Living Will does not handle financial or legal

matters. It cannot be used to distribute assets or name a

Personal Representative for the person’s estate.

A Last Will and Testament (Will) is a legal document
that details how a person’s assets will be distributed

after death. A Will is used to manage how assets are to

be distributed after death. It also appoints the person

to follow those instructions as to debts, assets, and the

distribution thereof. There is a frequent misconception
that the person appointed or named in the Will as the

Personal Representative has some authority before the

maker of the Will dies. They don’t.

Buckle up, drive safely, and as always, your

referrals are appreciated! 256-764-0112

Please send the questions to:
“Ask the Attorney,”

able to return any written or preprinted items which are submitted.

P. O. Box 38, Florence, Alabama 35631 MCCUKCEEON

or visit our Websne at: www.mhatty.com
B facebook: McCutcheon and Hamner, P.C.

We will not print your full name in the article. We will not be &

ER

2
8
©
5

SHOP SMARTER

Buy/l'ocal¥sell|local,

Advertise in the
Courier Journal
SEE PAGE 4 FOR DETAILS

Courier
Journal

Alabama’s Largest Direct Mail Weekly

Food Outle

This Ad Good ]anuary 14-20, 2026

2503 North Wood Ave. ¢ Florence Hwy 200 ¢ Central Heights
256-766-0456 256-349-2377
We Welcome WIC & Food Stamp Shoppers. Quantity Rights Reserved. None Sold To Dealers.

< USDA ANGUS - _ TENNESSEE PRIDE usoa rresi WHOLE

-ﬂnnoumBEEF BOSTON BUTTS

1 LB. ROLL

c ;Bﬁﬂﬁygg CHlﬁKEN BREAST

TENDERS

6 meca ro,s GHARMIN _ 5. 0Z. ; ) 7250Z
ESSENTIALS s prrrerss °/-8 & CHEESE
7 ) wweed  DINNERS

1.8. NABISCO I'U@W 70Z
PREMIUM SALTINE CLUB
CRACKERS CRACKERS

DAIRY SPECIALS __PRODUCE SPECIALS __ FROZEN SPECIALS

%59 oz. MINUTE MAID . /%, 5 LBS. | W) & 24-28 07. CLEAR BAG
ORANGE JUICE ' RED OR GOLD POTATOES P|CTSWEETVEGETAB|.ES

5998 '@‘5{5298

4 8 0z. DUTCH FARMS © e 4LBS. FRESH
NA\IEL ORANGES

3498

LB. TOMATOES

6 PACK 1/2 LITERS
PEPSI 3
PRODUCTS

15

The Price You See On The Shelf, Is What You Pay!
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SHOALS DISCOUNT MATTRESSES
NAME BRAND MATTRESSES FOR LESS

-

nectar

Shop without

Name brand el et
mattresses s
. to 22462
starting at only G

$ 99.991 A ,
. . Serla )| 2D e
Delivery and set up available. “ESJ”OSTER.
Locally owned and operated for 12 years!

Serta, Sealy, Beautyrest, Ashley, and MLily Mattresses 50% OFF msrp

. 705 Avalon Ave, Muscle Shoals
256-383-6611

- Mon-Fri 10am-5:30pm Sat 10am-4pm

Like Us on Facebook @
www.Facebook.com/
[] Shoals Discount Mattress

6714421

Visit TNValleyStuff.com

Listerhill

INVESTMENT SERVICES

¥y ' v
|| A ‘\ | |

Investing...

Continued from Page 8

really the RIGHT ones at
the time.

Resources available from
Better Investing can offer
a proven way to evaluate
stocks to determine if they
are in the “Buy” range and
then use the BI resources to
help you find those buyable
stocks.

This system, nationally
known as Better Investing,
is 70 years in the making,
yet simple enough to be
used successfully by sixth
graders in the Atlanta area,
and is in use in the Shoals
area today. Armed with
this knowledge, you can
join one of the investment
clubs in our area where this
system is used every day.
The Mutual Investment
Club of Florence has been
operating now for more
than 30 years and has
averaged better than 13%
return annually.

The upcoming series of
free classes will be taught

IT'S ALL
ABOUT WE.

1812 Woodward Avenue, Muscle Shoals, AL 35661

256.314.6580

Whether you are faced with a career change or just seeking advice on your
current financial strategy, our experienced Financial Advisors are here to
thoroughly understand you and your investment objectives. Our goal is to give
you personalized advice in a format that is transparent and easy to understand.

Retirement/Career Change:

s Atailored plan based of your goals and timeline

e Education on your options for Pension & 401k funds

s  Establishing a timeline for retirement

s  Setting expectations for how much income you can generate from your
retirement portfolio

We will provide a no obligation review of your strategy designed to address

your questions:
e  Am | properly diversified based on my goals?

* Is my current financial strategy too conservative or aggressive?

s  Are the fees I'm currently paying reasonable?
* Could my strategy be more tax efficient?

Securities and advisory services are offered through LPL Financial (LPL),
aregistered investment advisor and broker-dealer (member FINRA/SIPC). Insurance products are offered
through LPL or its licensed affiliates. Listerhill Credit Union and Listerhill Investment Services are not registered
as broker-dealer or investment advisor. Registered representatives of LPL offer products and services using
Listerhill Investment Services, and may also be employees of Listerhill Credit Union. These products and services
are being offered through LPL or its affiliates, which are seperate entities from, and not affiliates of, Listerhill
Credit Union or Listerhill Investment Services. Securities and insurance offered through LPL or its affiliates are:

Not insured by NCUA or Any | Not Credit Union
Other Government Agency Guaranteed
Not Credit Union Deposits May Lose

or Obligations Value

676502-1

by Better Investing experts
beginning this weekend.
All classes take place
from 10:15am-noon at the
Florence Lauderdale Public
Library unless noted.

Introduction to
Investing- January 17
and 24 Provides new or
less experienced investors
with information on how
to intelligently make
investments includin
individual stocks an
mutual funds.

Using Value Line for
Investing - February 7

How to use this
invaluable tool to find
data for input to the
Stock Selection Guide,
where to find Value Line,
and how to use it for
determining if a specific
company is the one you
want for your portfolio.
Understanding the Annual
Report/Annual Report
Analyzer - February 21
Provides investors with
the important aspects of
the Annual Report and
a methodology using
an Excel Spreadsheet
(provided to class
members) that provides
key information about any
company being considered
for investment.

Understanding and
Evaluating Mutual
Funds for Investment
- March 14 Learn how
to invest in mutual funds
with background and
a technique developed
by Better Investing for

_ Ficking the right mutual

und for success.

Financial Awareness
Month - Retirement and
Retirement Planning-
April 16 (11:30am-1pm)

Nearing retirement or
wondering to do about
retirement? It is never too
early or too late to do your
planning.

Seminar: Using
My iCLUB, to Your
Advantage-February 14

Aimed at investment
clubs so that maximum
advantage may be gained
from the club homepage.

Two Additional
Seminars are tentatively
scheduled on May 30 and
October 17.

Mutual Investment Club
of Florence (MICF) is an
educational  investment
club which meets one
evenin§ per month. Visitors
are welcome. Membership
is limited. If interested, the
classes above are required
for membership.

While the classes are
free, they will be canceled
if a reasonable number of
people are not signed up IN
ADVANCE. To register for
any or all of these classes or
seminars or to visit MICE
contact John Ingwersen at
jlingwersen@gmail.com.

677516-1

Insurance Insights

“Below is a State Farm® Simple Insights® article about “How to remove snow from the
roof” is provided by State Farm agent Rebecca Stutts Hovater.

How to remove snow
from the roof

Written by State Farm® Editorial Team

Snow on the roof may look pretty, but too much can
potentially cause structural damage.

Heavy snow on a roof can cause multiple issues and can
lead to costly damage. Usually the weight of ordinary new
snow is 3.59 pounds per cubic foot. Wet snow, however, is
much heavier and poses a greater risk for roof damage. A few
factors that go into snow-induced structural failures include:

o A roof’s shape

o A roof’s slope
A roof’s construction
History of maintenance
The roof’s exposure to wind
Type of snow that has accumulated
Signs of roof pressure

Recognizing the signs of roof pressure and the risk of
damage is important. New snow and old snow combined
can easily exceed load capacity. Melting snow many times
refreezes. As it melts, excess snow can also create ice dam
damage and may ruin your home’ interior under the eave
line. While most roofs are built to withstand more than that,
your roof may be under too much pressure if you see these
signs:

o Visible sagging along the roofline

o Cracks in the ceiling or on the walls

o Popping or creaking noises

« Dithicult-to-open doors and windows

« Roof snow removal

Once you have recognized that snow pressure is a problem,
you should safely remove as much of it as possible. Keep the
following in mind:

Hire a professional. A person who does this work
regularly should know the best techniques and likely be
insured.

Never work alone. Always have someone with you in case
you slip or have an emergency.

Clear the area. The ladder up to your roof should be
positioned on solid ground. Also, make sure the rungs are
clear of ice and snow before you climb.

Secure yourself. If possible, use a strap or belt to anchor
yourself to something strong, like a chimney.

Avoid shingle damage. Stay away from picks, hammers or
other sharp tools to clear snow and ice.

Roof snow removal tools

There are various methods and tools to remove snow from
your roof. Some of the typical tools used are rope, wire, an
avalanche system or a shovel. The method will depend on
how much snow there is on the roof, and what type of snow
it is. If you have a one-story or flat-roofed house, invest in a
snow rake. These long-handled tools with plastic blades can
help you gently pull snow from the edge of the roofline.

Regular maintenance of your roof also help reduce the
risk of damage from ice and snow. Many roofing contractors
have the proper harnesses, tools and footwear to do most jobs
safely.

If you have questions about your home insurance coverage,
be sure to contact your State Farm® agent.

State Farm® Insurance Agent
Rebecca Stutts Hovater

o StateFarm

501 S Montgomery Ave, Suite C
Sheftield

256-383-1250 RececcaHovater.com
email: Rebecca@RebeccaHovater.com

AL Lic-428119

CKC REGISTERED SHIH-TZU PUPPIES,
4 males, 1 female, shots & wormed, $500,
256-502-2612 Falkville

WE BUY RIDING MOWERS, John
Deere, Cub Cadet, Kubota, Crafts-
man, etc, We will buy it running or

WRIGHT'S not. Give us a call at 256-275-2276

LANDSCAPING SERVICES
Hedge trimming, shaping, and
complete removal.
Flower bed refurbishing
Stump and small tree removal
Licensed, fully insured
256-710-8734

CHIWEENIE PUPPIES, 6 weeks
old, 2 long haired male puppies left.
Will be small lap dogs, $250, Call
256-349-8796 Killen

WE GIVE YOU MORE BANG FOR
your buck! See page 4
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Community Notes...

Continued from page 6

$2134 single, final payment due Aug. 3.

Branson, December 7-11, $915
double, $1070 single, final payment due
Sept. 30. $75 deposit holds your space.

Make checks payable to Diamond
Tours (NO CASH), Sign up at The Club,
256-760-6642, 450 Country Club Drive,
Florence, AL 35633.

Somewhere in Time - A social
support group for Widow/Widowers
in their new life journey after the loss of a
spouse. Call for schedule 256-791-5569.

Come Join The - Creative Crafters
This is a craft group for adult friends who
draw, craft, paint, sew, quilt, embroidery,
crochet, etc. (all artisans welcome). Bring
your project to work on and come join us!

This group will meet at the Killen
Library once a month beginning in
February.

Saturday mornings - Feb. 21, March
21 and April 18, from 9am-12:45pm

All Adults Welcome!

Florence-Lauderdale Public
Library Computer & Technology
Classes for January 2026

Al classes are free. Registration
is required due to limited seating. To
register, please call 256-764-6564 ext.
127 or email classes@fipl.org.

Thursday, January 15, 10:30am-12pm
Smartphone / ablet Communications

Set up your email account for easy
access on your iPhone or Android. Learn
how to communicate with your contacts
via text message, Facebook message, or
video chat.

Thursday, January 22, 10:30am-
12pm_Smartphone/Tablet Photos

Learn to use your iPhone or Android
camera. Ediit your photos with a variety of
settings and organize them into folders.
Then share your photos via email, text
message, or social media.

Thursday, January 29, 10:30am-
12pm Smartphone/Tablet Streaming

Become  familiar - with apps  for
streaming music and videos on your
device. We will discuss the pricing,
content, and compatibility of the popular
apps and streaming services.

The LaGrange Living Historical
Association meets the first Sunday

(February 1) at 2pm at the LaGrange
College Site Park 1491 LaGrange College
Rd. Leighton. Contact L. C. Lenz 256-
702-6958.

Muscle Shoals Sounds Studio
hours in 2026 will still be 10am-4 pm,
Tuesday-Saturday with guided  tours
10:30, 11:30, 12:30, 1:30, 2:30 and 3:30.
Tours last 45 minutes.

Prices maintained for 2026: $25 for
adults, children 5 and under free. Special
discounts for military and senior citizens.

The studio is available for rental for
private events, weddings and is a pet
friendlly attraction.

Tours can be purchased online at
www.muscleshoalssoundstudio.org  or

in the gift shop. 256-978-5151. 3614
Jackson Highway, Sheffield
Community Breakfast — The

Underwood-Petersville Community
Center, Saturday, February 14, 840
County Road 7, Florence. The breakfast
will be 6:30-11 a.m. The cost for the
event will be $10 for adults and $5 for
children younger than 10. Cash only,
check nor crediit cards will be accepted.
The breakfast is the second Saturday of
each month. Call 256-764-1388
Additional Date: March 14

Muscle Shoals Sounds Studio
hours in 2026 will still be 10am-4 pm,
Tuesday-Saturday with guided  tours
10:30, 11:30, 12:30, 1:30, 2:30 and 3:30.
Tours last 45 minutes.

Prices maintained for 2026: $25 for
adults, children 5 and under free. Special
discounts for military and senior citizens.

The studio is available for rental for
private events, weddings and is a pet
frienclly attraction.

Tours can be purchased online at
www.muscleshoalssoundstudio.org  or
in the gift shop. 256-978-5151. 3614
Jackson Highway, Sheffield

City of Florence Leaf collection
routes. Please follow the guidelines
and help us avoid time-consuming truck
repairs.

Leaf Collection Guidelines for city of
Florence residents:

Leaves should be raked curb side, but
NOT in the street or gutter.

Keep leaf piles away from obstacles
like cars, trees, fences, and mailboxes.

Don't cover your WATER METER.

Limbs, pinecones, sticks, and rocks
DAMAGE EQUIPMENT and slow the
collection process.

BAGGED LEAVES will be picked up
weekly with curb side trash in the city.

The NACOLG SENIORx Medication
Assistance Program supplies free
and low cost medications for anyone in
Alabama with a disability or a chronic
illness regardless of age that requires daily
medication. Medicare recipients may also
be eligible.

For more information  contact
NACOLG SENIORx today. There is no
charge for this service. 1-800-AGELINE
(1-800-243-5463) Paula Pardue 256-
389-0529

This program is in partnership with
the State of Alabama and Alabama
Department of Senior Services.

The Florence Senior Center/The
Club is now offering transportation
3 days a week (Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday) for seniors, 60 years+, who are
no longer driving and live within a five mile
radlius of The Club. For more program
and transportation information please call
The Club Monday-Friday, 9am-3:30pm.
The Club is located at 450 Country Club
Drive in Florence off of Savannah Highway
next to the old landfill

Call  256-760-6420  for
information.

more

F3 Shoals: Fitness Fellowship
Faith. F3 is a free workout group that is
open to all men, is always held outdoors,
has rotating leadership, and it ends in
a time of fellowship and prayer. The
mission of F3 is to plant and grow men’s
small workout groups to invigorate male
community leadership.  Our weekly
schedule is Monday & Thursday at
Gattman Park in Muscle Shoals, Tuesday
& Friday at Diebert Park in Florence, and
Wednesday at TVA Trails Thunder Rd
trailhead. All workouts begin at 5:30am.
Look for the planted American shovel flag!
https://map.f3nation.com/ or call for more
info 256-394-2326.

'J.',

Bankruptcy
STOP Garnishments/

(FDCPA)
(FCRA)

Debt Consolidation/

Repossessions/Foreclosures
Collection Harassment

Credit Report Disputes

INANCIALLY/
STRESSED,

Nicholas H.

Tanya

B. Grant
McNutt Gajewski McCalpin
Attorney at Law Attorney at Law Attorney at Law

Social Security Denials 7~ o\

Mobile St.

Tennessee St.

Bonbp, BoTEs, SyksTus,
TanNNER & McNuTtT P.C.

Offices Also In:

Haleyville
205-486-3580

Decatur
256-355-2447

Pine St.
Short Court St.
[ |1

College St.

Attorneys Providing Financial Solutions

Florence ¢ 256-760-1010

Huntsville
256-539-9899

121 S. Court Street, Florence, AL 35630
For more information, visit www.bondnhotes.com

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services to be performed by other lawyers.
We are a Debt Relief Agency and Attorneys at Law who, where appropriate, help people file for relief under the Bankruptcy Code.

628721-1

ONE LOVE
Hearing Concepts

Starkey

FREE Hearing CHECK UP!

 FREE bEMO of ANY MODEL!

)

¢ Affordable Demo/Refurbished
Models In House payments as
low as $40 month

e TRADE in Value up to $2000-°

William “Bill” Tate,
L-HIS
Rogers H.S. Alumni

1865 Highway 72 ¢ Killen » 256.272.5095
www.1lovehearing.com

7 NORTH ALABAMA LOCATIONS

¢ Advanced Technology

WINDOW WORLD OF MUSCLE SHOALS

"Simply the Best for Less"*
ENERGY EFFICIENT

Windows, Siding, Doors & More!

BACKED BY A LIFETIME WARRANTY

FINANCING AVAILABLE

——— GET YOUR FREE ESTIMATE ————
WindowWorldMuscleShoals.com

(256) 383-8894
717 Michigan Ave, Muscle Shoals, AL 35661

MADE IN

.
USA

ENERGY STAR e

©

/ GOOD:
HOUSEKEEPING

CARESY

St. Jude Childrens
Research Hospital

17

665143-1
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& ‘ The area’s exclusive Thinking of Selling
 |“Voice of the Crimson Tide”
Your Unwanted

Diamonds & Gold?

Bring Them to the Jeweler You Trust.

_ We Pay Top Dollar

You; can hear: all Football GROGAN

&} Basketball games)on »
93.9 THE SCORE and ) JEWELERS
the 93.9 THE SCORE APP! 285 Cox Creek Parkway « 256-764-4013

Shop groganjewelers.com

676665-1

16774571

FOSTER’S LAWN Wrought Iron 7 ft. 8 inch mid- CHEVY PICKUP, 1970 $1,395.
gIREW%oﬁs%AIK'ngII(.ORYd SERVICE, LLC IﬁIIEBhfg\IKTﬁ)UNSTEEICH%'t\gESns& century Table, 3 pcs. with thick WATCH & CLOCK Long wheel base, No engine or
easonea, oac, gelivere LEAF CLEAN UP bath ' dditions. | 9lass inserts, suitable for patio or REPAIR transmission. Some work already
256-412-4840 or 256-602-7510 ; ! . athrooms, garages, aaaitions, hel
T bia Also t 18 t Residential & Commercial, decks, home repairs, lawncare breakfast room, excellent condition . done. Mag wheels, chrome
usclgen;dlaB"nssgo:vgale on Lawn Maintenance, Flower Beds || icensed & Insured. References| $500; mid-century Wicker Settee | Including Grandfather Clocks | bumpers, seat rebuilt & uphol-
! Mulch, Hedge Trimming, upon request Free estimates. with custom cushion $50, 256-766- 256-572-2679 Killen. AL stered. | am 86 years old & unable
Roc_:ks & Pine Straw, Call or text. 256-967-9051 0734 i to complete work. Please call 256-
Free Estimates 256-349-0247 577-1632 No text messages.
'—----------------------------------------------
|

OFTHE SHOALS =

" 256-383-7077

Enter Exact Score | Indiana Hoosiers
For Each Team | | Miami Hurricanes

W.inner de el pedily peint TIE BREAKER The first score in the game will

differential and total points )
scored without going over. occur with minutes seconds to go in qtr#

|
GAME DAY SCORE CA '
| [ |
| i Tost L
| 2025 courier) BEST ENTRY WIN s Pl'Z-'Z-a 03 !
g aan ord p S§() GirT GarD C :
: Week 21 Monday, January l9 - LO. :
I Entry Deadline: Monday, January 19, Spm I
| NOTE: MAIL-IN ENTRIES MUST BE POSTMA_RKEI_) BY FRAY AND IN-I:I_A_ND BY MONDAY |
1 ‘~w THE COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF ‘: l
A oo NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME in MIAMI [*% &2 7' o
|
|
1

address

zip

: SIN(D}EIIN\-I:(I}SIT{gyER
IS

: V \{__I__.__ . WEEK 19’s WINNER was not determined at press time. That winner
b g - willbe online by 4pm Tuesday, Jan. 13 and in the Jan. 21 issue.

. 1 .47 THEWINNER of this week’s card will be posted online by 4pm
Llstel‘hlll { Tuesday, Jan. 20 and in the January 28 issue. H am“ton Famil

- - '
=l Cul el ’_!-"5',_' "-— "'Enter lonline; at www courierjournal.neti

i :H S T %Mall or, dellver your. entry to Courler JournthGameday Scorecard E

= 7 € ey J';-‘ i .
_::-,1' . 219¢W Tennessee St FIorence, AL‘35630_,.,Faxdo 256 760 -9618; l:-'-_-:u_

RULES: You can only enter for yourself, not other people. Only one entry per person per week. Only one winner per week. Winners must present a photo |.D. when picking '.
up their gift certificate(s). Check the box beside the appropriate picks for the first 11 games, then write in the exact score of the tie-breaker game and alternate game.
Person with the most correct picks receives a $50 Gift Card from Lost Pizza Co. No change will be returned for any unused portion of the certificate. Gratuity is not included. 2

In event of a tie, the tie-breaker score will be utilized. Otherwise, it will not be considered. Closest tie-breaker score wins. Total points will be next tie breaking procedure, 1

and a random drawing of finalists will be used to determine the winner if they are still tied after the tie-breaking procedure. ALTERNATE GAMES will only be used in cases J.i s E R v l C E S
of late postponements or forfeits, games which will then be excluded from consideration. Person with the winning card for the week, who also picks every game correctly
including tie-breaker, will also win $50 from the Courier Journal and another $50 Lost Pizza Co. Gift Card. Judges decision is final. Mailed entries must be post-marked b
by deadline day. Hand-delivered, faxed or on-line entries must be submitted by exact time of deadline stated above. NO EXCEPTIONS. Winner is posted on website each -hF‘ LED LIGHTING @ RESTAURANT REPAIR
Tuesday afternoon and in the paper delayed by one week. Employees and family of Courier Journal and Game Day Scorecard sponsors are ineligible to win. NOTE: If you're R

faxing, first make a CLEAN COPY, then FAX THAT COPY. NEWSPRINT DOES NOT REPRODUCE CLEARLY ON A FAX. WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ILLEGIBLE COPIES o N S =
. - - - - . e - p— - ny

o S RV - B ..-'FE??"‘*;
- - el =t e R i

= Walk-In Urgent and Family Care

-

MECHANICAL e PLUMBING @ ELECTRICAL

.i.._._______
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Letters...

Continued from Page 9

Where is the
Nativity?
Dear Editor,

This past Christmas,
watcEed my four
grandchlldren sexcitement
over the Christmas holiday,
and like any grandparent I
enjoyed seeing them open
resents, eating candy,
amily fun, and soaking
up afl’ the festivities, but
I wanted to be sure they
understood the true
meaning of Christmas.
They all are taken to
Churcﬁ every week, but it
seemed to me the hadn’t
associated the “Christmas
season with the Christmas
story” the birth of Christ.
So, I wanted to get them

—_\_/_\\/ \/\A/ W N
T W W W

all together and read the
account of the birth of
Jesus from Luke chapter 2.
But youngest
granddaugﬁter just
turned four years old, so
I decided that it might be
over her head. And I set
out to purchase a book
for children that told the
Christmas story in a format
that would be easier for
children to understand. To
my amazement, it was very
hard to find something
other than Santa Claus,
elves, reindeer, or to S.
Walmart onl ONE
nativity theme book that
was for babies. The dollar
store didn’t have ANY
nativity themed books, I
checked at Target, and I
finally found ONE rett
ood nativity themedp boo
or children at Ollies in
Florence. Now, I know I

y V WV W
/\_/ \\,_{/ Y

The animals you see here are currently in [
local animal shelters or rescue facilities.
Adoption fees vary and include having your |
new friend spayed or neutered, if necessary.
Help us help these and other animals by
adopting a new friend today.

m Chunky

J

) |

< d
A Y Chunky is an all- /
4 around good, sweet @
\K\ dog looking for a //
5 loving home. He has ’\
/( a friendly personality ))
) and is ready to be
//‘(/‘ someone’s loyal L
L companion. He is also /)
| | good with other dogs. [ ¢
,// If you can’'t adopt \}
) you can always take Y 4
p Chunky for a doggies \\
‘\\\‘ day out! “//
J \
)
4
Tansy §
@
Tansy is a happy, sweet |
girl with a loving heart \,>
and a bright smile. \/
She’s ready to bring \}\]
joy and companionship £~

..........................

(/ Adoption Info: * fee: $85 ° Includes: Spay/neuter,

vaccinations, mtcrochlp

> |« Contact: 256-760-6676 *
/ \/\ y v W W

\ dog started for her wonderful new life as your BFF! {

5 dogs.

v W W W

to her forever family.
Also good with other
dogs.  Adoption fee:
$85 — includes spay/
neuter, microchip, and >
current vaccines and |
everything to get your

Togo |

Togo Togo is a sweet,
friendly dog with a big |
heart and an even bigger
personality. He loves |
attention, enjoys being
around people, and is always ¢

§ He is good with other

8 ready to make new friends. L
3 />

Togo would make |

a wonderful companion. ‘\\
Fostering is free and is a
4 temporary way to help Togo
| and his friends.

and heartworm test

N
 location: Florence Lauderdale Animal Services 5 )

Fostering is FREE!

O 9

L\ " o o o o o o & o &

could have found what I
was looking for on-line, or
at Books-A-Million, or an
equivalent bookstore that
carries an array of topics
in books. But the major
retailers that most people
go to are overwhelmingly
neglecting the Christian
community. I would like to
think that the stores I went
to were just simply out of
stock - but I doubt it.

It really concerns me that
our society is purposefully
removing any Christian
media from the fingertips
of people and for their
children. Are they trying to
indoctrinate our children
with false beliefs? God
forbid! Those Christian
books are and always have
been good sales. So why
are the shelves bare of
Christian themed books,
especially for children? 'm
not asking for an extremely
large number of Christian
literature and books, just
our fair share to be made
available.

Our voice needs to be
heard in the corporate
offices of companies like
Walmart, Target, Dollar
Store, and Ollie’s to lodge
the complaint that the
Christian community is
| being overlooked, and, I
might add, that is a very
large number of people,
and customers.

Sam Hall
Muscle Shoals

NEED HELP?

CONTACT 2-1-1
Your bink by commaunily resources
DIAL- 2-1-1
TEXT- your zip code to 898-211
CHAT- 211connectsAlabama.org

19
BUY HERE * PAY HERE

BUY HERE
\ R PAY HERE CARS

HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 8am-5:30pm; Fri.8am-5pm; Sat. 8am-Noon. After Hours by Appt.

o JH3IH ANA

@8
SN1725 weekly:Beak112.22 weekiy-Jedl12 25/ weekiyA k-

LOWEST NO HASSLE PAYMENTS: WEEKLY ¢ BI-WEEKLY ¢ MONTHLY <
In-House Financing Based on Debt to Income Ratio not Credit Score

MECHANIC ON DUTY \
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: Monday-Friday

/Aﬂmﬂce UM ORST: VA D] 256-767-3705

www.Advancebhph.com
3641 Cloverdale Rd. ® Florence

AVALON

—MEDICAL GROUP—

2410 E. Avalon Ave ® Muscle Shoals

www.avalonmedshoals.com

256-386-0808

JH AV

w
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w
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Don Heinkel, M.D. Family
Allyson Johnson, CRNP and a Frache
team of caring professionals | Luke 10:27

Welcoming new
patients for primary care.

676523-1
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Speclal

i‘!’ ._a”:» - _ ':‘.. 2‘ )
o Ry ‘;3
NG HAN DS 256 %
Across from Infants & Chlldren
‘h Eu.\ 4“‘. "‘l'i.u.irt‘. - La

Microneedling 30 Units Botox
1/2 Stick Juvederm
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MATTHEWS TREE

. (Shoas Avea)
ssse T-_Stump Cf_li_lndm'g *Tree |
of your Community. N

[ )
[ )
° Licensed, Bonded, Insured
v N
4 [ )
[ )
[ )
[ )

BBB Accredited
Steven Matthews, Owner
Courier
Jotrnal Community Notes

256-483-5918
ROOFING - LEAKS REPAIRED,
© 0000606060000 00000 0 00

Chimneys Flashed, Valley Repair.
All Work Guaranteed. Free esti-
mates, 256-383-3218

CAN YOU FIND THE DIFFERENCES WHY ARE COURIER JOURNAL
in the two drawings? Look for Hocus ADS SO popular? Because they
Focus each week, only in your Courier work... Everyone gets the Courier
Journal. Journal.

WE BUY RIDING MOWERS, John
Deere, Cub Cadet, Kubota, Crafts-
man, etc, We will buy it running or
not. Give us a call at 256-275-2276

TENNESSEE VALLEY MUSEUM of ART |

TENNESSEE VALLEY
ART ASSOCIATION

?

CALL FOR WORKS OF ART

FAVORITE THINGS: The Shoals Collects!

January 20 - February 28, 2026
Sculpture « Ceramic * Fiber « Drawing ¢ Painting

SHARE YOUR COLLECTION WITH OUR COMMUNITY i

Do you have a Favorite Thing to share
with our community in this unique exhibit?
Contact Curator Jonathan Cain:
jonathan.cain@tennesseevalleyarts.org or
(256)383-0533

332

FEBRUARY 12, 2026 | NORTON AUDITORIUM | 6:00 PM
TICKETS AT SHOALSSCHOLARDOLLARS.COM

-

P/ onohus 54 scHo0L 0F THE QTENNESSEE VALLEY
{ SChoLAR | ‘ ASSOCIA
DOLLARS / B ] wm % ARI 43 5CTIATION

Coming this Spring to
the RITZ Theatre

Tennessee Valley Arts Association
resents

101
Dalma

Tennessee Valley
Art Association
presents |

MARCH {™- ™

RITZ
THEATRE

APRIL 3™4""S The RITZ " _April 17* and 18, RITZ Theatre

Find tickets and event information:

tennesseevalleyarts.org
or call 256.383.0533

©
©
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N
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WE BUY ZERO TURN RIDING
MOWERS. All brands, Hustler,
Walker, Troy-Bilt, John Deere, Cub
Cadet, etc. Running or not. Any
condition 256-275-2276

ROOFING - LEAKS REPAIRED, WE BUY ZERO TURN RIDING
Chimneys Flashed, Valley Repair. MOWERS. All brands, Hustler,
All Work Guaranteed. Free esti- Walker, Troy-Bilt, John Deere, Cub
mates, 256-383-3218 Cadet, etc. Running or not. Any
condition 256-275-2276

THE COURIER JOURNAL - We're
Good For Your Business!

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Separate sealed bids for the
Fencing and Landscaping
- Nathan Estates

Retention Pond
Bid No. 001-26
will be received by the City of Muscle
Shoals at the office of the Owner at
2010 Avalon Avenue, Muscle Shoals, AL
35661 until 11:00 am on
Thursday, January 29, 2026,

TREE COMMANDER SELL YOUR ITEMS FASTER WITH US!

TREE SERVICE
Tree Removal, Debris
Removal, Tree Trimming,
Veteran & Senior Discounts.
Free Estimatees. All Major
Credit Cards accepted.
Kane Rice-Owner
256-600-3239
Licensed & Insured
*Voted #1 Tree Service in
Florence, AL by Google

CLEAN CLOSET CLASSIFIED
SPECIAL - Receive 2 Extra Lines
Free* in the Courier Journal with all
paid business and private party
classified ad placements form a
limited time. Explain more, include
more, SELL more! Pay as little as
$5.50/wk, for an extra 40-50% of
space FREE. *Offer valid on all pri-
vate party, real estate, business,
and employment classified ads.
Some restrictions apply. Offer ex-
pires after February 6, 2026.
PLEASE CALL 256-764-4268 to
place your Clean Closet ads.

and then at said office publicly opened
and read aloud.

The project includes all labor and materials for fencing
and landscaping at the Nathan Estates Retention Pond
necessary in conjunction with the bid specs. The Invitation
to Bid can be examined at the office of the Owner listed
above. A copy of the Invitation to Bid can be obtained
from the office of the Owner listed above or at the City’s
website: cityofmuscleshoals.com.

The Owner reserves the right to waive any informalities
or to reject any or all bids. Each bidder must deposit with
his bid, security in the amount, form and subject to the
conditions provided in the Invitation to Bid. No Bidder
may withdraw his bid within sixty (60) days after the
actual date of the opening thereof.

MANSELL ROOFING, Discounts
to Veterans and Seniors. All Work
Guaranteed. Free Estimates, 256-
383-3218

| BUY CLASSIC CARS
No matter your location,
| will come to you.
Call Lawrence 931-242-3135 Local
Number

THEIR AD IS NOT HERE! Do you
like to shop at certain stores? Are
they not advertising their sales in the
Courier Journal? Tell them that they
should be.

Kym Osborn, Procurement Officer
City of Muscle Shoals, Alabama

s

Thank you for shopping
with our grocery advertisers.

XoopLAND
Marleetplace
KILLEN

Food

__ A

Outlet
Florence ¢ Central Heights

g

GENERAL
MERCHANDISE

Fresh Meat  Groceries * Hardware

FLORENCE
ST. FLORIAN

SHEFFIELD

« Super Savings Daily with
No Pricing Games

 Wide, Fresh Variety

« Hometown Operations ‘ q =

o Unadvertised Specials o B i il

« Personal, Friendly Service & / :
Courteous, Familiar Faces

« Convenient Parking

« Conveniently Located

o They Share Their Specials
With You Here Every Week

yﬂhur
| =

=

Courier
Jotirnal

Your 1-Stop Headquarters
for Weekly Grocery Savings!
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NORTH FLORENCE
DUPLEX 2 bdrm., 1 ba.,
central heat/air, washer/dryer
connections, yard kept by
owner, $750 plus $750
deposit, Call 256-810-4189

FLORENDALE
APARTMENTS
TAKING APPLICATIONS
1 bdrm. - $400;

2 bdrm. - $450;

3 bdrm. - $500
Water Included, $25
application fee per adult,
for background check
Call 256-766-1823

PICKWICK LAKE: 3 FUR-
NISHED HOMES SIDE BY
SIDE. Utilities included. Deck
on the water. $1,400-$1,600,
Call 256-702-8226

RED LINE YOUR ADS FOR
maximum attention & impact.
Only $3 more. See page 6 or
visit us at courierjournal.net.

GREENHILL: FOR SALE BY
OWNER 3 bdrm. 2 ba. 1472
+/- sq. ft. Sitting on 10 acres
with a 24x30 shop and a
24x24 barn. Private, se-
cluded. $170,000 Asking
price. Sold as is. 256-394-
3133

CAN YOU FIND THE
DIFFERENCES in the two
drawings? Look for Hocus
Focus each week, only in your
Courier Journal.

ALEXANDER
VILLAGE
APARTMENTS
200 Alexander Village
Place
Florence, AL 35634
Taking Applications
One Bedroom Units
55+ Senior Living
Call 256-766-0048

[
Equal Housing
‘ Opportunity

MONTREAT
APARTMENTS

1850 Darby Dr.,
Florence, AL

Accepting
Applications

1st Month’s
» Rent FREE! «

Seniors 62 and over or
mobility impaired

One Bedroom,
Rent Based on Income

256-767-2211

CREEKVIEW VILLAGE
APARTMENTS
104 Creekview Village
Place, Florence, AL 35633
Taking Applications
One Bedroom Units
55+ Senior Living
Call 256-712-2726

[
Equal Housing
‘ Opportunity

[
Equal Housing
‘ Opportunity

THANK YOU for reading the
Courier Journal and patronizing
our advertisers!

7 PAYING TOP N
DOLLAR

For small tracks of land
to lease for bow hunting
only. Will purchase
insurance and have
equipment to improve
property, if needed.
Mature Veteran, local
business owner.
Killen, St. Florian,
Center Star areas
preferred.

J REDLINE Your Ad! - See Page 4 For Details!

[ Catch the eye of your buyer

Courier

Sell It
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QUALITY FOUNDATION

And All Types of Home Improvement
Home Owned & Operated in the Shoals by Wayne Lawhorn

Let Us Add Stability to Your Flooring

FREE

m——r m% "—L‘ .3
REFORE

Estimate (_HEavY ouTY sTERL dAcks ]
37 YEARS EXPERIENCE F; \-j AFTER

Licensed ¢ Bonded ¢ Insured

256-767-5258 Solid Steel Jacks

676353-1

Increase Your Bottom Line By
Selling Your Useful Items With Us!

ESTATE SALE

258 Plantation Springs Dr., Florence

Friday, Jan. 16 ¢ 9am-3pm

Saturday, Jan. 17 ¢ 9am-2pm
Numbers given out at 8:30am Friday & Saturday
Sunday, Jan, 18 ¢ 1pm-3pm
2014 Lexus ¢ 2012 Nissan Frontier ¢ Gorham
Sterling Flatware ¢ Gold Jewelery * Karastan
Rugs ¢ Ekornes Leather Recliner ¢ Fenton
e Pentagon Gun Safe e Hunting Apparel e
Ammunition ¢ Gail Pittman, Spode & Lenox
China * Quilts * Thomas Kinkade ¢ Maytag
Washer & Dryer ¢ Outdoor Furniture ¢ Tools

Much More

* BRING HELP TO LOAD YOUR PURCHASES *

faster than any other classified
advertising in the Shoals Area!

See the Classified Form on page 4 for details on how
to place your ad or visit www.CourierJournal.net

Journal Fast with a

. Cypress Creek Antiques & Estate Sales
+~ RED LINE AD

256-275-0273
\ Go to www.estatesales.net for photos y

STATE OF ALABAMA Exhibit F-l1I-A
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
LEA Financial System
Combined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances
All Governmental Fund Types and Expendable Trust Funds

For Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2025

192 - Sheffield City Schools GOVERNMENTAL FIDUCIARY
General Special Revenue Debt Service Capital Projects Expendable Trust Total
Revenues
State Sources $9,569,311.46 $0.00 $71,964.90 $236,911.10 $0.00 $9,878,187.46
Federal Sources $680.00 $2,952,402.65 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $2,953,082.65
Local Sources $4,183,203.27 $255,827.74 $25,799.01 $29,209.00 $1,138,441.14 $5,632,480.16
Other Sources $73,031.29 $21,083.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $94,114.29
Total Revenues: $13,826,226.02 $3,229,313.39 $97,763.91 $266,120.10 $1,138,441.14 $18,557,864.56
Expenditures
Instructional Services $7,472,931.97 $900,843.90 $0.00 $0.00 $69,471.41 $8,443,247.28
Instructional Support Services $2,815,465.50 $622,043.12 $0.00 $0.00 $128,989.81 $3,566,498.43
Operation & Maintenance Services $2,288,385.12 $53,225.23 $0.00 $9,557.00 $3,908.71 $2,355,076.06
Auxiliary Services $273,845.08 $1,156,357.68 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,430,202.76
General Administrative Services $1,185,654.62 $176,915.42 $0.00 $0.00 $49,253.66 $1,411,823.70
Capital Outlay $276,116.41 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $27,142.48 $303,258.89
Debt Service $0.00 $0.00 $56,802.90 $0.00 $0.00 $56,802.90
Other Expenditures $439,800.43 $281,878.54 $0.00 $0.00 $208,120.26 $929,799.23
Total Expenditures: $14,752,199.13 $3,191,263.89 $56,802.90 $9,557.00 $486,886.33 $18,496,709.25
Other Fund Sources (Uses)
Other Fund Sources: $63,862.69 $56,905.91 $200,000.00 $0.00 $20,400.00 $341,168.60
Other Fund Uses: $24,168.57 $43,788.91 $0.00 $200,000.00 $55,536.28 $323,493.76
Total Other Fund Sources (Uses): $39,694.12 $13,117.00 $200,000.00 ($200,000.00) ($35,136.28) $17,674.84
Excess Revenues and Other Sources Over
(Under) Expenditures and Other Fund Uses: ($886,278.99) $51,166.50 $240,961.01 $56,563.10 $616,418.53 $78,830.15
Beginning Fund Balance - October 1: $5,297,621.79 $442,645.24 $2,132,940.85 $284,916.39 $6,157,850.23 $14,315,974.50
Ending Fund Balance - September 30: $4,411,342.80 $493,811.74 $2,373,901.86 $341,479.49 $6,774,268.76 $14,394,804.65
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Commentary SPECIAL — Receive 2 Extra Lines Oakley’s Painting

Briefing Congress... coineompees

his lack of decisive action
against Maduro as the 45th
U.S. President and again in
this term.

Despite some of the
world's richest natural
resources, oil production
in Venezuela has dropped
by 70% since 2000. Natural
ﬁas output has slipped

y 50% in that general
time span as well - all
through corruption and
incompetence. Falling oil
output raised prices, and
the resulting economic
collapse further widened
criminal networks and
fueled mass migration out
of the country.

Western firms, such as
ExxonMobil and Royal
Dutch Shell, were forced
out, effectively replaced
by those beholden to
Russia and China. This

radually expanded
oreign  influence and
political maneuverability
of adversaries like Russia,
China, Cuba, and Iran and
undermined U.S. energy

security.
In recent months, the
Trump administration

gave the Maduros every
opportunity to walk away
from the people he has so
abused and the country
he has so decimated: take
whatever and go wherever.
They ignored it, instead
bolstering their defense
fortresses and significantly
adding to security
numbers.

Once again, many may
not appreciate the way
Donald Trump conducts
business on behalf of the
United States, but we all
must respect the fact that
he does what he says he is
going to do.

We heard the howlin
from all the weeken
talking ~ heads, and
other left-leaners that
the President illegally
sidestepped Congress on
his plans. All said, "The
should have been briefed."

That position alone
shows the ignorance and
stupidity of whomever
regurgitated it.

We all know by now
the many Democrats
in Congress would love
nothing more than to see a
clandestine operation like
that fail miserably and cost
dozens if not hundreds of
U.S. lives, if it would make
Donald Trump look bad.
They would pray for it.

And as such, as
treasonous as it would be,
they would willingly tip oft
any contacts in the region
beforehand if they could.
And don't act appalled
that I could say such a
thing. We all know it.

Trump may be a
bombastic loudmouth,
who likes to hear himself
talk, but he's not stupid.

A media member at that
Saturday morning press
conference asked him if
he should have briefed
Congress beforehand. The
look on his face said it all,
and for once he kept his
comments about stupid
questions to himself.

He knew that the
socialist leaners in
Congress and  their

mainstream media pals
would leak such a nervy
attempt.

CNBC's opening
sentence online after the
stock market closed on
Monday, January 5 said
it all.. "Stocks rose on
Monday even after the
US attack on Venezuela
and capture of leader
Nicolas Maduro as crude
oil prices, saw gains and
investors bet the action
would not lead to bigger
geopolitical conflicts that
upset markets." (Emphasis
mine.)

Regardless, it all came
down to the fact this was
not a standard 'military’
operation that required
congressional  approval.
It was a law enforcement
action, on a grand scale
of which the world took
notice. Delta Force was
only involved because of
the nature in apprehendin
such a highly guarde
international fugitive.

This military action
overseas was a much more
complicated effort that
would be comparable to
US Marshals capturing
a wanted criminal in
Memphis or Birmingham.

This is a large-scale
version what happened
with Manual Noriega of
Panama 36 years ago... to
the day. Maduro was a
fugitive from justice, just
on a much larger and more
visible scale.

Traditionally, under
the quasi  definition
of 'international law."

there has typically been
immunity for heads of
state. However, the world
understands that Maduro
lost the last Venezuelan

election in 2024 and
refused to give up power.
So, the world also

understands he now is not
a legitimate head of state.

e fugitive aspect
was observed by the first
Trump  administration,
the Biden/Harris

administration, and again
with the current Trump
administration.

Biden even put a $50

million bounty on his
head, but he then did
nothing to arrange for his
capture.

Several have pointed out
that this is fundamentally
also a Monroe Doctrine
issue, that we are takin
care of our own backyard,
not risking any further
vulnerable openings.

This daring extraction
could have gone sideways
at many points, especiall
if there was a leak. Instead,
this incredible operation
went off without a hitch.
It played it out like a James
Bond movie on a grander
scale in a fraction of the
time, without an individual
hero. No American deaths,
only seven wounded, five
of which were back on
the job as the work week
started. Unfortunately, at
least 70 deaths occurred
for the other side during
the extraction, dozens of
which were Cuban guards.

That too should confirm a
red flag issue.

The particulars must
be settled regarding oil,
natural gas, minerals, and
US industrial assets that
were seized decades ago
without our consent and/
or full payment. All those
will have to be addressed.

All the war monger,
oil-for-blood, anti-green
rhetoric aside, this event
aﬁpears more strategic
than anything. This will
benefit the Venezuelan
people and their economy
tremendously - and they
know it. Weekend long
celebrations in  many
of the predominantly
Venezuelan communities
in Florida demonstrated
that fact.

The western hemisphere
is much safer and so are
US economic and security
interests. Such would NOT
have been the case had
Congress been briefed.

erme;QﬂmgBEnefit"s;
For,Women:|
eifreat

Incontinence

For a Limited Time! |

$500

Emsella® Chair

Free* in the Courier Journal with all
paid business and private party
classified ad placements form a
limited time. Explain more, include
more, SELL more! Pay as little as
$5.50/wk, for an extra 40-50% of
space FREE. *Offer valid on all pri-
vate party, real estate, business,
and employment classified ads.
Some restrictions apply. Offer ex-
pires after February 6, 2026.
PLEASE CALL 256-764-4268 to
place your Clean Closet ads.

MILLER’S TREE
SERVICE
Tree Trimming and Removal
Free Estimates
Senior Discounts
Licensed & Insured
256-710-0548

KOGER LAWN SERVICE
and Pressure Washing.
Call 256-366-3133

SPORTS CARD
SHOW

Sat., Jan. 17th
8am- 2pm
Clarion Inn

Sheffield, AL

Call 256-412-2184
for more info.

& Remodeling
« Carpentry « New Construction
Residential & Commercial
Licensed & Insured
No Job Too Big or Too Small
Best Prices in Town!
256-627-0448 or 256-415-8192

NARMORE PAINTING
256-702-8024
Professionally painted homes and
stained cabinets. Trim Carpentry.
Military and Senior Discounts
narmorepainting.com

JIMMY’S MOWER SHOP buying
and selling lawn & garden equip-
ment. Call 256-284-0364 after
12pm daily, no text

HOME IMPROVEMENT AND
BUILDING: siding, additions,
garages, painting, decks, Free
Estimates. 256-383-3218

FUSE BOX OR
ELECTRICAL
PROBLEMS?
Call American Electric
In Florence, AL.
We have over 30 years
experience, with friendly,
dependable and affordable

service. Locally and Veteran
Owned, 256-760-1152

WE BUY OUT ESTATES, large or
small, and contents of barns,
garages, sheds, etc. 256-275-2276

EMSELLA"

Enjoy
the Ride

Across from Infants & Children’s

“ H E LPIN G H AN DS 256.712.5028 | 426 West College St. | Florence
\

Sbme)QﬂTlieJIienefit's]

elEnd )
elincrease’Penile’
Rigidity,
elincrease’Control’
elincrease’Staying!

eIRestore{Confidence?
eIReduce’Stress’

ForjMen:|

Erection’
Power;

&YAnxiety,

L 677467-1

219 W. Tennessee Street
Downtown Florence

Call Erin at 256-764-4268

Christmas

Items Mean
The Old Stuff's

GOT TO GO*

Must Call Or Stop In To Get This Free Offer

*With all PAID Private Party, Real Estate, Business, Employment Classified ads, only.
Not valid in combination with any other discounts, offers, packages or on previous placements.

Regular rates apply to all other ad upgrades or attention-getters. No limit to number of ads

or their duration ad long as they are paid in advance. No copy changes allowed.

Offer expires after Friday, February 6, 2026.
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King...
Continued from Page 8

written by  Doreen
Rappaport and illustrated
by Bryan Collier. That will
be followed by a “Write
the Room” activity. The
program will take place on
Friday, January 16 from
10-11am at Pope’s Tavern
Museum.

This event is free to
the public, sponsored
by the city of Florence
Department of Arts and
Museums. Popes Tavern
Museum is located at 203
Hermitage Dr. in Florence.
Please call 256-760-6439
with any questions you
may have regarding this
event.

Shingle
& Metal
Roofing

e Standing Seam

e Custom Made
on Job Site

e Concealed Fasteners
e Competitive Pricing

ALUMINUM
GUTTERS

LICENSED,
INSURED & BONDED

USA Made

Products /i@j

Jerry & Chad Gann

GANN'’S

Discount Siding, Inc.
Leighton

256-446-9767

Now Accepting 7= @2 @8 %I

Says

by DAVE RAMSEY

DON’T JEOPARDIZE
YOUR JOURNEY TO
FREEDOM

Dear Dave,

My wife and I are on Baby
Step 2 of your plan. Right
now, we're almost finished
paying off the last of our non-
mortgage debt, which includes
unpaid taxes from previous
years and some old credit card
bills. We're in a much better
place financially than we used
to be, and I'd like to start
putting a little money aside for
a vacation and a couple of other
fun things down the road. My
wife disagrees with this idea.
She wants to stick to your plan
100% and finishing paying
off the debt, then move on to

eshing out our fully-funded
emergency fund. I think we
make enough money to do both.
What do you think?
Jackson

Dear Jackson,

Ingeneral, it's okay tosave
up for things like vacations
and other fun stuff. In fact,
it's what I recommend,
rather than creating debt by
piling things like that onto
credit cards. But your idea
isn’t what I teach when it
comes to getting out of debt
and gaining control of your
finances. So, I can’t tell you I

think it’s a good idea.
The reason people are
successful ~ following m

plan is because I teac
common  sense  and
discipline, combined
with an uncompromising,
scorched-earth kind  of

intensity. You have unpaid
taxes, not to mention credit
card debt, still hanging over

your heads. And you're

talking about planning
vacations and buying toys?
I'm sorry, man. That’s just
plain irresponsible. Why
would you want to take a
chance on jeopardizing—or
even slowing down—your
journey to get out of debt,
save money and achieve
financial peace?

There’s a process here,
Jackson. And  millions
of people all over the
country can tell you, from
experience, that it works.
There’s an idea, a concept
behind what I teach. And
when you plug into it, and
stay plugged in, you're
going to start moving in
a positive direction faster
than you ever thought
possible.

Behaviors have to change.
The more dramatica%ly
they change, the better the
results and the faster you
fix things. But if you don’t
dive in head-first, if you
try to cut corners here and
there, you're going to mess
things uﬁ. Think about it.
You two have already saved
a beginner emergency fund,
and you're so close to being
completely debt-free except
for your home.

I'm begging you, man.
Keep on keeping on just a
little longer. I promise you it
will be worth it!

— Dave

* Dave Ramsey is a nine-
time  national  bestselling
author, personal finance expert
and host of The Ramsey Show.
He has appeared on Good
Morning America, CBS This

BEVIS USED AUTO PARTS

WE BUY LATE MODEL WRECKS AND SELL USED AUTO PARTS

I ALL In Stock Alternators, Starters and
| Air Conditioner Compressors

WITH THIS COUPON

COMPRESSORS,WHEELS,AND ALL BODY PARTS®
=% - MONDAY -FRIDAY 8:00°TIL'5:00" 3

IF YOU ARE NOT LOOKING FOR'US;YOU WILL'NOT
SEE US. BELIEVE IT OR NOT WE HAVE THOUSANDS
OF WRECKED VEHICLES ON 20 ACRES

day. Coupon expires 10-31-2026
: ol

On Sale

For $50 Plus Tax*

*Exchange required. this coupon comes with a 1 year warranty. However this coupon is required
to take advantage of this deal. One coupon per customer per
WE CARRY ENGINES, TRANSMISSIONS, %
" = ALTERNATORS, 'STARTERS,A/C e

Morning, Today, Fox News,
CNN, Fox Business and many
more. Since 1992, Dave has
helped people take control of
their money, build wealth and
enhance their lives. He also
serves as CEO for Ramsey
Solutions.

WE BUY OUT ESTATES, large or
small, and contents of barns,
garages, sheds, etc. 256-275-2276

HANDYMAN WORK
Home repair, plumbing,
painting, door installs, etc.
786-291-3565 (Shoals area)

CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION
Affordable Labor, Driveways, walk-
ways, walls, curbs & gutters, form-
ing and grading, Call 256-956-6161

BreadeddChicken
- < Tenders 4
r,giwx ‘

LIKE NEW 2008 G3 165 Stick
Steer with 50hp Yamaha motor,
built in fuel tank, vinyl flooring, and
trailer $8,900. 256-436-8755

GOT JUNK OR UNWANTED
ITEMS? Junk Removal and Haul
Away. I'll move anything. JJ’s Junk
Removal Service, Call or text JJ at
256-648-6916

MATTHEWS TREE
SERVICE
(Shoals Area)
*Stump Grinding *Tree
Trimming *Tree Removal
Licensed, Bonded, Insured
BBB Accredited

Steven Matthews, Owner
256-483-5918

JR. LAWSON TREE SERVICE,
tree trimming, stump grinding,
removal. Licensed & Bonded, Free
estimates, 256-856-7028

THE COURIER JOURNAL - We're
Good For Your Business!

JR. LAWSON TREE SERVICE,
tree trimming, stump grinding,
removal. Licensed & Bonded, Free
estimates, 256-856-7028

MANSELL ROOFING, Discounts
to Veterans and Seniors. All Work
Guaranteed. Free Estimates, 256-
383-3218

COCKTAIL TABLE, DARK BROWN $175;
Jewelry Armoire with mirror $125, Will sep-
arate 256-476-3467

TRANSFER VIDEO TAPES &
FILM, before they ruin! DATA
VIDEO TAPING 256-710-0292

HOME IMPROVEMENT AND
BUILDING: siding, additions,
garages, painting, decks, Free
Estimates. 256-383-3218

HOLIDAY SPECIAL, Gutter clean
out, seamless gutters, gutter
guards, Call GUTTER WORKS
256-394-3497

RESTORERS DREAM! ORIGINAL 1941
Chevy 2-door Deluxe WW 16’ Tires.
Good upholstery. Owner passed. Must sell
auto items. Last offer, $2,000 OBO. Info
and pics call 770-458-0281, 850-348-8656,
Tony, or email jantuck@att.net Blountsville

wned & Home Operated
Big Star
Supermarket

Where We Don’t Leave You Holding The Bag
Ad Good January 14-20, 2026

Quantity Rights Reserved. None Sold To Dealers. We Welcome WIC & Food Stamp Shoppers

Come Visit Us For.More Great In-Store Specials!

4695 Co. Rd. 47,
St. Florian * 256-764-0245

(Hillshire'Farm
ELunchmeat

@9559 r Mayer
:Lunchables

us
on
facebile k
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246 Cox Creek Parkway Florence, AL
1-800-755-3113 » 256-764-9661
raymillergm.com

B ————2025-GMC-SIERRA-1500
— GMC Consumer Cash $2,750
£+ GM Trade-In Allowance $3,000

W-2026-GMC-TERRAIN
_+ GM Bonus Cash $1 500

GM Bonus Cash $750
+ Ray Miller GMC Discount $2,516

.f:élj'otal Savings $3 266

Stk #266021 (WACQ)

3

Up to Total Savings $'| 3,894

|\ Stk #25G200 (WAC)

N\ 2025-GMC-ACADIA
5~ Ray Miller GMC Discount $3,155 |o-
‘RayMlller V] ount $1,500 [

unto ‘Total Savings $4 655

Stk #25G189 (WAC)

L —2026- .GMC-SIERRA-2500
GM Consumer Cash $750
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= *ADDITION/AL Offers You‘éMé’y
* Ray Miller. Finance Discount - $1,000 ¢ GM First Responder Offer - $500
o Ray Miller. Trade Discount - $500 o GM Military Offer - $500
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21 GMC Canyon Crew Cab
#26G028B,1 Owner Elevation

QR £ F O st

DEALER gs

24 Buick Envista Avenir
#24P7787, 1 Owner, 6yrl100k
Limited )

Warraniy'

18 GMC Terrain

23 GMC Terrain
#26G012A, 4 Door, SLE, 1 Owner!

#23P6694, 1 Owner,
6yr/100k Limited
Warranty!
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21 Chevy Silverado
#25G-156B, Crew Cab, LTZ,

) 4
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22 GMC Terrain Denali

#26G124A, 1 Owner, 6yr/ 100k
Limited
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$36 588

24 GMC Sierra Denali
#24P9429, Reserve Package,
6yr/100k lened

18 Ram 2500
#25G060B, Crew Cab, 4WD,
Powerwagon, CGmper
Shell!

19 Ford F150
#25G117A, Crew Cab, Limited,
4x4, Nice!

/‘im l] E\‘ =) ‘7 &

24 Chevy Silverado

2500HD #256096C, Diesel,
1 Owner 6yr/100k Limited

-_lurrantyl

20 GMC Sierra

#25G-182A, Crew Cab, SLT,
1 Owner,

Nice! - i l /@)

23 Chevy Colorado
#25G066C, 1 Owner, Z71,
6yr1100k leﬂed .

24 GMC Sierra AT4
#26G035A, 1 Owner, 6.2V8,
6yr/100k lelied
Warranty!

ALL prices DO NOT INCLUDE tax, title & fees. Some photos for illustration purposes only.

22 Lincoln Nautalis

#26G076A, 4 Door, 1 Owner
Local Trade! =
/

22 GMC Sierra
#25G169A, Crew Cab, X31,
1 Owner! =

23 GMC Sierra 2500HD

#26G045A, 1 Owner 6yr/100k
Limited —
Wcrrranty'
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