A

-~
N

SR (207)955501 74 Info@TwinCityTimesicom

FREE = Vol. XXVII, No. 35

Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1999

Thursday, January 15, 2026 = FREE

Contradance in Lewiston is back
in February

LEWISTON, ME
-— The regular third-Fri-
day contradance is back
this coming Friday Feb-
ruary 21 at Trinity Com-
mons, beginning at 7:30.

Hannah Chamber-
lain will be the caller,
with the Twitchell Hill
Fiddleheads  providing

music. A workshop for
beginning dancers will
begin at 7.

Admission is a

l h 7 ;“’-'

sliding scale for adults,
suggested 15.-25., 5. for
teens and children 12 and
under free.

Optimist Clubs offer essay
contest scholarships

MAINE - The Lew-
iston-Auburn Optimist
Club, the Tri-Town Opti-
mist Club, and the Gray-
New Gloucester Optimist
Club are each sponsoring
an essay contest on the
topic “How my Acts of
Service Help Me Under-
stand what my Commu-
nity Means to Me ”. Each
Club winner will win $100
and advance to the Dis-
trict contest, where the
$2,500 scholarship will be
awarded. Contest essays
are due to the Optimist
Club by Feb. 10th, 2026.
For an application and set
of rules, contact any Op-
timist Club member, call
(207) 783 5269 or email
gwmathews91@gmail.
com. To learn more about

our Optimist Clubs please
visit our national website
at www.optimist.org.

This year’s Topic is
“How My Acts of Service
help me Understand what
my Community means to
me.”

The guidelines re-
quire that contestants be
under the age of 19 as of
October 1, 2026 and at-
tending school in the Unit-
ed States, Canada, or the
Caribbean. The winner of
the club contest will ad-
vance to the NY-NENG
District contest to compete
for a $2,500 college schol-
arship. The District-level
scholarships are funded by
the Optimist International
Foundation. Contest rules
and qualifications are list-

ed on the application form.
Essays are due in to the
Optimist Club by February
10th 2026. You may also
visit our national website
at www.optimist.org for
additional information..

The winner of the
local Optimist Club Essay
Contest must complete the
Club application and meet
the attached requirements
before the essay is sub-
mitted to the NY-NENG
District for final judging.
The local club winner will
receive a $100 prize.

For additional in-
formation, or to receive a
copy of the rules and regu-
lations, please contact any
member of the Tri-Town
Optimist Club or email gw-
mathews91@gmail.com..

Follow us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/twincitytimes

Auburn Republican Caucus
Saturday, January 31st
AMS Cafeteria (use the back entrance)
38 Falcon Drive
Registration starts at 1:00PM
Everyone must sign in before the meeting starts.
Called by Kryston Chapman

Unaffiliated voters may register the day of the meeting.
Change of party MUST be done 15 days prior to
any caucus or election.

For more information email:
gopauburnmaine@gmail.com

January Special Section
National Human Trafficking
Awareness Month
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NSB donates $2K to Pine

Tree Camp

Pinelree
Society

Pictured (L to R): Lin Dehetre, Market Manager VP for NSB; Breeze Kidder, Donor and
Events Manager for Pine Tree Society; Heidi Brooks, Customer Relations Representative
for NSB; Shelley Zielinski, Director of Adult Support Services for Pine Tree Society.

AUBURN, ME
Norway Savings Bank is
pleased to donate $2,000
to the 53rd Dysart’s Snow-
mobile Ride-In Weekend
set for January 29 through
February 1 in Hermon. It’s
a beloved annual event
with a meaningful moti-
vation: raising money to
ensure children and adults
with  development and
physical disabilities can
enjoy life-changing experi-
ences through barrier-free
access to the outdoors.

All proceeds from the
weekend benefit Pine Tree
Camp, a program operated
by Pine Tree Society that
accommodates individual
campers’ needs and doesn’t
turn away campers due to
an inability to pay. Among
the many activities at the
285-acre campus in Rome
are swimming, fishing,
gardening, adaptive sports
and biking, an accessible
playground, archery, mu-
sic, drama, arts and crafts,

cooking, snowshoeing,
sledding, and so much
more. The Ride-In pro-
vides summer tuition for
campers in need.

“The Pine Tree Camp
was established in 1946
and every year, hundreds
of Maine children and
adults get to experience
this special place that aims
to better the lives of par-
ticipants and their families
through respect, inclusion,
and care,” said Dan Walsh,
President and CEO of Nor-
way Savings Bank. “We
are thrilled whenever we
can offer support to this
transformative ~ program
and the positive difference
it makes.”

“Every dollar raised
supports Pine Tree Camp’s
Open Door Policy: no

~Tot o

camper is ever turned away
due to financial hardship,”
said Breeze Kidder, Do-
nor and Events Manag-
er for Pine Tree Society.
“Campers gain confidence,
friendships, and a sense of
belonging that lasts far be-
yond their time at camp.
This sponsorship helps en-
sure these opportunities re-
main accessible to all and
keeps the magic of Pine
Tree Camp alive for gener-
ations to come.”

To learn more about
Pine Tree Camp, visit
www.pinetreesociety.org/
camp-home/. To discover
the many programs, ser-
vices, and opportunities
provided by the Pine Tree
Society, visit www.pine-
treesociety.org or call 207-
443-3341.
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Who Care Southern Maine

MAINE - The next
100+ Women Who Care
Southern Maine meeting
will be held on Monday,
February 2, 2026, at The
Elks Lodge on Congress
Street in Portland. Doors
will open at 5:45 pm for
networking, socializing,
and appetizers, followed
by the meeting at 6:30 pm.
Guests are welcome to at-
tend and learn more about

the group.
Founded in Novem-
ber 2014, 100+ Wom-

en Who Care Southern
Maine is a growing com-
munity of over 500 wom-
en who raise funds for
local nonprofits. Together,
the group has raised over
$789,203 for 99 nonprof-
its supporting a wide va-
riety of causes, including
veterans, teens, Seniors,
children with disabilities,
domestic abuse survivors,
animal welfare, teens, and
more.

Members commit to
donating $50 each quar-

(from left): Betsy Ballard, Nanna’s House volunteer; Beth
Fournier, Executive Director of Nanna’s House; and Deb
Bergeron, founder of 100+ Women Who Care Southern
Maine. Photo by Diane Campbell

ter to a nonprofit selected
at each meeting. Three
nominated organizations
present 5S-minute pitch-
es, followed by a 5-min-
ute Q&A, and members
vote to determine which
nonprofit will receive the
pooled donations. Nan-

na’s House, the November
2025 recipient, will pres-
ent what they’ve accom-
plished with the assistance
of the donations totaling
over $26,000.

For more details, vis-
it: - www.100womenwho-
caresouthernmaine.com.

Send all items for Names &
Faces to the editor. Deadline
is Friday by five pm.
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Upcoming meeting: 100+ Women

Outdoor industry leaders work to

advance Maine's outdo

PORTLAND, ME -
Maine’s outdoor recreation
industry will convene Janu-
ary 21-23 for the fourth an-
nual Maine Outdoor Econ-
omy Summit in Portland,
bringing together those with
a role in shaping Maine’s
outdoors, including business
leaders, policymakers, non-
profit partners and educa-
tors. The three-day Summit
focuses on collaboration,
innovation and the future of
Maine’s outdoor economy.

Presented by  the
Maine Office of Outdoor
Recreation and Maine Out-
door Brands, the Summit
serves as the state’s premier
gathering for advancing
outdoor recreation as a key
driver of economic growth,
workforce development
and community vitality. At-
tendees can expect timely
discussions, practical take-
aways and opportunities to
connect across the many
sectors that shape Maine’s
outdoor industry.

This year’s Summit
begins on Wednesday, Jan-
uary 21, with excursions
including an open house at
Kindling Collective, a Cas-
co Bay cold plunge with
Two Maine Mermaids, and
an ice safety training with
Inland Fisheries and Wild-
life and the Maine Warden
Service. The day will con-
clude with an update on im-
plementation of the Maine
Outdoor Recreation Econo-
my Roadmap, followed by
the Outdoor Industry Cel-
ebration and Awards, and
the Maine Outdoor Film
Festival. Throughout the
Summit, Maine GearShare
will be offering free gear
repair, Utah State Universi-
ty’s Outdoor Archives will
curate a Maine exhibit and
Maine Outdoor Brands will
showcase products from lo-
cal makers.

Thursday will feature
keynote speakers, interac-

1

tive breakout sessions and

facilitated conversations
addressing emerging chal-
lenges and opportunities
in Maine’s outdoor sector.
This year’s keynote lineup
will bring together national
and local experts to explore
economic trends, inclusive
access, innovation and land
stewardship in outdoor rec-
reation. Speakers include
Robin Thurston, CEO of
Outside Interactive; Kelly
Davis, director of research
at the Outdoor Industry As-
sociation, on outdoor mar-
ket trends; Amanda Rector,
Maine state economist, on
statewide economic fore-
casts; and Juan Vargas,
account director at Miles
Partnership on demograph-
ic forces shaping the indus-
try. The Summit concludes
Friday, January 23, with a
“Founder’s Friday” plena-
ry session featuring stories
from founders of Maine
outdoor companies and or-
ganizations including Chris-
ti Elliott, founder of Maine
Women Hunters and James
Merrill, founder of Opolis
and Stoked Plastics, fol-
lowed by additional break-
out sessions and a fireside
chat on securing America’s
parks, recreation and con-
servation future featuring
Carrie Besnette Hauser,
president and CEO of Trust
for Public Land, before clos-
ing remarks and prizes.
“What excites me
most about this year’s Sum-
mit is the mix of meaningful
connections and practical
learning,” said Jeff McCabe,
director of the Maine Office
of Outdoor Recreation. “The
networking that happens is

PROFESSIONAL
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207.784.6295
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Save $%
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Call today for
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Buck Buchanan
A+, MCP Certified Technician

oreconomy

incredibly powerful, and
just as important, attendees
will walk away with ideas,
tools and examples they can
take back to their organi-
zations and put into action
right away. That kind of im-
mediate, on-the-ground im-
pact is what helps move the
Maine Outdoor Recreation
Economy Roadmap from vi-
sion to action.”

Maine’s outdoor econ-
omy stands out nationally as
one of the top in the coun-
try, generating $3.4 billion
in value and supporting
nearly 30,000 jobs, accord-
ing to the most recent data
from the U.S. Department of
Commerce’s Bureau of Eco-
nomic Analysis (BEA).

The three-day agenda
offers more than a dozen
breakout sessions ranging in
topics, including:

Recreation for Rural
Communities: Leveraging
Recreation for Economic
Growth and Community Vi-
tality

Building Inclusive
Pathways: Addressing
What’s Missing in Maine’s
Outdoor Economy

Cross-Border Oppor-
tunities: Navigating Trade
Barriers and Realities for
Maine Brands

Building Career Path-
ways: Strategies for Grow-
ing the Outdoor Workforce

Land and Access Re-
turned to Penobscot Nation
Across Two Important Proj-
ects

“After a challenging
year marked by economic
uncertainty, federal funding
cuts and new tariff pres-
sures, this Summit comes
at a critical moment for
Maine’s outdoor industry,”
said Jenny Kordick, execu-
tive director of Maine Out-
door Brands. “It provides
an essential opportunity for
businesses, partners and pol-
icymakers to come together,
share insights and help navi-
gate the year ahead, all while
continuing to strengthen the
collaboration and innova-
tion that underpin Maine’s
outdoor economy. We move
farther and faster when we
work together, and the Sum-
mit creates the space for the
industry to convene, connect
and collaborate.”

The Maine Outdoor
Economy Summit is part of
the ongoing collaboration
between the Maine Office
of Outdoor Recreation and
Maine Outdoor Brands to
strengthen Maine’s  out-
door recreation economy
and support the businesses,
workers and communities
that depend on it.

Additional details,
including the full agenda,
speakers and registration
information can be found at
moesummit.com.
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YWCA announces 2026 Women
of Achievement Award honorees

LEWISTON, ME
— YWCA Central Maine
invites the community to
support its mission of em-
powering women and pro-
moting equity for all by
attending the 2026 Women
of Achievement Brunch on
Saturday, March 8, 2026.
This YWCA signature
celebration honors four
exceptional leaders while
raising critical funds to
sustain YWCA programs
that uplift women, chil-
dren, and families across
Central Maine.

The 2026 Women of
Achievement honorees are:

Ayesha Hall, recip-
ient of the Marcia Baxter
Social Justice Award. With
a professional background
in school psychology and
a current role as Director
of Strategic Partnerships at
the Maine Department of
Education, Ayesha brings
both strategic insight and
deep compassion to every-
thing she touches. Whether
advancing statewide edu-
cation initiatives, nurturing
local partnerships, or up-
lifting marginalized com-
munities, Ayesha’s leader-
ship is marked by courage,
humility, and fierce love.
Her service embodies the
values of the Marcia Bax-
ter Social Justice Award—
courage, commitment,
leadership, and humility—
and she continues to be a
force for justice throughout
Maine and beyond.

Yun Garrison, re-
cipient of the Lee Young
Leadership Award for
excellence in profession-
al, community, civic, or
artistic leadership. As an
assistant professor of psy-
chology at Bates College
and a community-engaged
psychologist, Dr. Garrison
co-developed the” 5Rs
Framework of Post-Trau-
matic Growth”, a ground-
breaking contribution to
the field of psychology
that honors the lived wis-
dom of immigrant and ref-
ugee communities which
has since evolved into a
nationally exhibited art
installation and will soon
debut as a podcast series,
blending storytelling, psy-
chology, and cultural res-
toration, making her work
accessible to both hearts
and minds.

Joan Macri, recipient
of the Tonie Ramsey Ser-
vice Award for exception-
al, long-term commitment
to improving communi-
ties and the lives of others
through service. As a high
school teacher and coach,
community board member
and leader, volunteer and
advocate on many fronts,
Joan’s service has been
life-transforming for thou-
sands of people for over 40
years.

Marty Mclntyre, re-
cipient of the Priscilla Gen-
dron Legacy Award for ex-
traordinary investment in
public enrichment through
philanthropic giving and
fundraising. Marty served
as Executive Director of
Sexual Assault Prevention
and Response Services for
34 years before retiring.
She went on to found 100+
Women Who Care Andro-
scoggin in order to raise
collective funds for local
nonprofits.

These awards rec-
ognize individuals whose
lives and leadership re-
flect the core values of
the YWCA—equity, op-
portunity, and empower-
ment. By celebrating their
achievements, the Women
of Achievement event also
shines a light on the ongo-
ing work of the YWCA to
remove barriers and create
pathways for women to
thrive.

Proceeds from the
March 8 event directly sup-
port YWCA Central Maine
programs, including early
childhood education and
out-of-school care, aquat-
ics programs and swim-
ming lessons, and the MS
Wellness  Program—ser-
vices that strengthen fami-
lies, promote wellness, and
expand access to opportu-
nity for women of all ages.

“Supporting  Women
of Achievement is about
more than honoring in-
dividuals,” said Melanie
LaMore, CEO of YWCA
Central Maine. “It is a
powerful way for our com-
munity to stand with the
YWCA’s mission and in-
vest in programs that em-
power women today and
for generations to come.”

Community  mem-
bers, businesses, and ad-
vocates are encouraged to

Ready to take the next step
in recovery?

The Center for Recovery at St. Mary’s provides
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journey. Whether it's your first time reaching out or
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Call 207-376-3419 to get started.
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Center for Recovery
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LEWISTON, ME
— Central Maine Health-
care (CMH) is reporting a
significant increase in the
number of influenza and in-
fluenza-like illnesses in pa-
tients the healthcare system
is treating.

The increase has led
to increased Emergency
Department volumes, hos-
pital admissions and outpa-
tient visits.

“It’s important for
those in the communities
we serve to stay vigilant
by getting vaccinated and
practicing good hygiene,”

BRUNSWICK, ME
— Conservationist Jym St.
Pierre has been named
the sixth recipient of the
Brunswick Rotary Club’s
annual Walter H. “Doc”
Phillips Memorial Award,
named for a long-time
Harpswell volunteer.

The club presented
the award during a cere-
mony recently at the Harp-
swell Town Office. Doc
Phillips, who died in 2019,
was a Rotarian whose
many volunteer activities
included serving on the
Harpswell  Conservation
Commission and the Harp-
swell Heritage Land Trust
boards. The Rotary Club
established the award in
2020 to honor those who
share his devotion to pub-
lic service, environmental
stewardship and local her-
itage.

In  December, St.
Pierre was also honored by
the Maine Legislature for
50 years of advocacy for
wildlands and wildlife.

St. Pierre, a native
of Auburn, now lives in

said Dr. Erin Clark, med-
ical director of CMMC'’s
Emergency  Department.
“Simple things can help a
lot. Wash your hands. Stay
home if you feel sick. If you
haven’t gotten your flu shot
this year, it’s not too late to
get it at your doctor’s office
or local pharmacy. Togeth-
er, we can help reduce the
spread and protect our most
vulnerable populations.”
The Maine CDC re-
ports widespread flu cases
with increased hospitaliza-
tions throughout the state.
The surge of flu cases is
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Central Maine Healthcare seeing
significant spike in flu cases

happening in Maine earlier
this year than last year, ac-
cording to the CDC.

The Maine CDC rec-
ommends these guidelines
for those who aren’t feeling
well:

Stay home if you are
sick.

Cover
sneezes.

Wash your hands of-
ten.

Wear a mask around
others if you don’t feel
well.

Stay up to date on
vaccines.

coughs and

Local conservationist honored

Jym St. Pierre stands beside a plaque recognizing him as the
sixth recipient of the Brunswick Rotary Club’s annual Wal-
ter H. “Doc” Phillips Memorial Award on Thursday, Oct. 16,
at the Harpswell Town Office. A longtime environmentalist,
St. Pierre has spent nearly five decades working to protect
Maine’s natural landscapes. (Courtesy of Meredith Herzog)

Brunswick. He has spent
nearly five decades pro-
tecting Maine’s natural
landscapes. Since 1995,
he has served as Maine
Director of RESTORE:
The North Woods. He pre-
viously worked with the
Maine Department of Con-
servation. Sierra Club, The
Wilderness Society, and
the Northern Forest Alli-
ance.

St. Pierre also helped
found the Kennebec Land
Trust and Maine Conserva-
tion Voters. He continues
to serve on the board of di-
rectors of Friends of Baxter
State Park. Meanwhile, he
also posts timely conser-
vation news clips and links
each day on the Maine En-
vironmental News website
[http://maineenvironews.
com/].

attend, sponsor, or support
the event as a meaningful
way to champion women’s
leadership and advance the
YWCA’s mission.

For tickets, sponsor-
ship information, or event
details, visit ywcamaine.
org or contact YWCA
Central Maine at 207-795-
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Acadia National
Park on Mount Desert Is-
land is a popular place for
members of the Penob-
scot Paddle & Chowder
Society to recreate. So,
when my wife, Nancy,
and | planned to attend
a mid-December Friday
night concert in the area,
we decided to stay over
and organize mountain
hikes on Saturday and
Sunday. We were in luck
as three members agreed
to join us for a climb of
Cadillac Mountain on Sat-

urday.
At an elevation of
1,532 feet, exceptional

Cadillac Mountain is the
tallest peak along the east-
ern seaboard of the Unit-
ed States. Arguably the
most scenic mountain on
the coast of Maine, three
major trails lead to the
summit. The Cadillac
Mountain Road provides
the option to drive to the
top but is closed to vehicle
traffic in winter.

North Ridge Trail
was the choice for our
trek. As the name implies,
this route ascends the
north side of the mountain
and provides a moderate
climb while offering mar-
velous views on the way
to the top. Due to winter
road closures, hikers must
begin outside of the park
at a gated entrance near
Route 233 in Bar Harbor
in order to access North
Ridge Trail.

Five of us met at the
entrance on a cool, cloudy
morning with modest
winds out of the south-

Thursday, January 15,2026

Seniors Not Acting Their Age
Slip Sliding Away on Spectacular Cadillac Mountain

west. We walked a short
distance on the paved road
to the trailhead for Kebo
Brook Trail on the left
where we donned micro
spikes to negotiate the icy
path.

Completing the short
trek on Kebo, we crossed
the Park Loop Road and
began our ascent of North
Ridge Trail. Initially, the
trail was moderately steep
in a sparse predominantly
conifer forest with exten-
sive ice and hard-packed
snow. Micro spikes were
essential.

After traversing a
wooded knoll, the forest-
ed terrain diminished and
snow and ice-covered
open ledges followed for
much of the remainder of
the ascent. Magnificent
views of outer Frenchman
Bay and the picturesque
Porcupine Islands could
be seen behind us and
the barren shoulder of the
summit area was visible
above.

Persisting  steeply
uphill, we encountered
two descending hikers
who reported moderate
winds on the summit.
We met perhaps a dozen
climbers during our jour-
ney. Near the midway
point, we passed the Ca-
dillac Mountain Road on
our right and again farther
up the trail.

The views of the
Porcupine Islands and
the ragged eastern Maine
shoreline continued al-
most unabated as we pro-
gressed upward. On a

lofty, snow-covered ledge,
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we could see the top of
a communications tower
located at the summit and
knew we were nearing our
destination.

Soon after, we en-
tered the parking lot and
walked easily to the sum-
mit path. Our final climb
was rewarded with breath-
taking vistas of surround-
ing mountains and the jag-
ged coastline below.

While taking ad-
vantage of the remark-
able views, an alterna-
tive return itinerary was
discussed. After careful
examination of our maps,
we decided to travel back
on the longer but presum-
ably more forgiving and
equally scenic Cadillac
Mountain Road.

Descending the road
was initially fairly easy
with a couple of inches of
crusty snowpack. Unfor-
tunately, conditions began
to vary as we dropped far-
ther down. A combination
of ice, hard-packed snow,
and sometimes bare pave-
ment were encountered.
The diverse conditions
resulted in indecision re-
garding footwear. Some
removed spikes while oth-
ers continued with them
despite the sections of dry
pavement. Those without
spikes experienced falls —
there was no ideal choice.

When  confronted
with an extended sector
of dry pavement, every-
one discarded spikes.
Then, more ice and snow
appeared.  Reluctant to
keep changing in and out
of spikes, most continued
without them and more
falls occurred. By the
time we joined the Park
Loop Road at the bottom
of Cadillac Mountain
Road, everyone had fallen
at least once.

The Loop Road
presented yet another
obstacle, glare ice. Ev-
eryone added spikes for
this treacherous stretch.
We carefully maneuvered

Courtney
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214 Minot Avenue ~ Auburn ~ 689-3035

Views on the North Ridge Trail are spectacular

on the slick surface for
about a mile before finally
reaching dry pavement.

After a long slippery
descent, we were able
to finish the trip walk-
ing easily on the bare
surface. For us a lesson
was learned: what had ap-
peared to be a safer hiking
alternative turned out to
be more hazardous.

My book, Maine Al
Fresco: The Fifty Finest
Outdoor Adventures in
Maine narrates several
challenging winter climbs
in Baxter State Park in-
cluding ascents of Mount
Coe and South Broth-
er Mountain during the
Mother of All Storms.

The author of “The
Great Mars Hill Bank

Robbery” and “Moun-
tains for Mortals — New
England,” Ron Chase

resides in Topsham. His
latest book, “Maine Al
Fresco: The Fifty Fin-
est Outdoor Adventures
in Maine” is available at
North Country Press and
through online retailers.
Visit his website at www.
ronchaseoutdoors.com or
he can be reached at ron-
chaseoutdoors@comcast.
net.

\

Hikers approach the summit of Cadillac Mountain

Two hikers begin the descent of Cadillac Mountain Road
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Amtrak Downeaster celebrates
25 years with January Fare Sale

PORTLAND, ME
— The Northern New En-
gland Passenger Rail Au-
thority (NNEPRA) plans
to celebrate  the Silver
Anniversary of the Amtrak
Downeaster  throughout
2026, marking 25 years
of connecting Maine and
Massachusetts by rail.
Since its first trip in Decem-
ber 2001, the Downeaster
has welcomed more than
10.5 million passengers,
and has become an essen-
tial transportation option
throughout northern New
England.

The year-long cele-
bration begins with a $26
round-trip Fare Sale avail-
able on most Downeaster
trains throughout January
2026. “If you already love
the Downeaster, or if you
haven’t ridden yet, these
$26 round-trip fares make
January the perfect time to

experience the comfort and
convenience of train trav-
el.” said Natalie Bogart,
NNEPRA Deputy Director.
“Now’s your chance to cel-
ebrate 25 years of service
and start a new travel tra-
dition.”

January 2026 Fare
Sale Details:

* $26 round-trip ($13
one-way) value fares are
available for travel be-
tween Brunswick, Maine
and Boston, Massachu-
setts, and all stations in
between

e Travel must occur
January 1-31, 2026

* Tickets must be
purchased at least three
days in advance of travel at
AmtrakDowneaster.com,
Amtrak.com as well as on
the Amtrak Mobile App,
or at an Amtrak Ticketing
Kiosk. Tickets may also
be purchased by calling

1-800-USA-Rail or from
the ticket agent at Portland
Station.

 Use promotion code
V530 when booking

* The sale is available
on all Downeaster week-
day trains except Train
680 and Train 686 and on
all weekend trains except
Train 692 and Train 696.

The Amtrak
Downeaster makes five
daily round trips between
Brunswick, ME and Bos-
ton North Station.

For 25 years, the Am-
trak Downeaster has of-
fered a safe and stress-free
alternative to driving—
complete with roomy seat-
ing, free Wi-Fi, onboard
cafe and beautiful views.
The service is popular
among riders commuting
to work or college, visiting
family, or attending special
events.

25 years of WinterKids to Air on
Maine Public Television

WESTBROOK,
ME - WinterKids is proud
to announce that For the
Joy of Winter: 25 Years
of WinterKids will air on
Maine Public Television
as part of the Maine Public
Film Series on Thursday,
January 22 at 9:00 p.m.,
with encore showings on
January 23 at 1:00 a.m.,
January 24 at 2:00 p.m.,
and January 25 at 4:00 p.m.

The documentary fol-
lows WinterKids’ 25-year
journey from a small grass-
roots idea to a statewide
movement helping 16,000
children (annually) discov-

er the joy and lifelong ben-
efits of outdoor winter ac-
tivity. What began as one
simple vision has grown
into a vibrant community
of thousands, all connected
by a shared love of learn-
ing, playing, and growing
outside together.

“We’re thrilled to
have For the Joy of Win-
ter featured in the Maine
Public Film Series,” said
Courtney Holub, Execu-
tive Director of Winter-
Kids.

“This recognition
shines a light on 25 years
of WinterKids helping

children move, learn, and
explore outdoors. Creat-
ing this film has given us
the chance to reintroduce
WinterKids; in viewing
this you really understand
the magnitude of the work
we do, and why. We’re an
education, recreation, and
health organization creat-
ing thousands of positive

childhood experiences
each year.”
For the Joy of Winter

celebrates a quarter centu-
ry of building healthy hab-
its, confidence, and con-
nection to Maine’s winter
landscape.

Send all items for
Names & Faces to the editor.
Deadline is Friday by five pm.
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Maine writers invited to statewide
poetry contest with cash awards

MAINE - The
Maine Poets Society is
inviting poets statewide to
submit their original work
to the Maine Prize Poem
contest, open to both ex-
perienced and novice
writers. There are two cat-
egories: one for poets who
have been previously pub-
lished and one for those
who have not, with prize
awards of $150 and $75
respectively. Entries must
be postmarked between
January 15 and March
31, 2026. Maine residents
both full-time and season-
al are eligible to enter.

The judge of the
contest for poets who
have previously published
their work will be Meghan
Sterling, poet laureate of
Gardiner, Maine. Ster-
ling is author of four full
length poetry collections
and winner of Lily Poet-
ry Review’s Paul Nemser
Book Prize. Officers of
the society will judge the
other category.

“We’re thrilled to
reintroduce this inspiring
contest after a one-year hi-
atus,” said Jenny Doughty,
president of Maine Poets
Society. “The 2026 con-
test is special because the
winners will be honored
in our society’s ninetieth
anniversary year.”

Entries  that are
short-listed will be an-
nounced via email and on
the Maine Poets Society’s
Facebook page. The priz-
es will be presented and
the winning poets hon-

ored at the Maine Writers
and Publishers Alliance
annual gala in the spring.

Winner of the 2024
Maine Poem Prize for
previously published po-
ets was Janie Gendron for
her poem “Daily Report.”
Winner of the 2024 prize
for previously unpub-
lished poets was M. Hryn-
ick for the poem “Plowing
Before a Storm.”

“In order to reach
as many participants as
possible, we’re providing
each of Maine’s public
libraries with informa-
tion about the contest
and guidelines,” Dough-
ty said. “We hope they’ll
help spread the word with-
in their communities.”

Topic and form are
left open, but there is a 50-
line limit. All entries must
follow the guidelines to
be considered. Find com-
plete contest guidelines
on the Maine Poets Soci-
ety Facebook page.

Maine Prize Poem
2026 Guidelines and Sub-
mission Process:

Guidelines

* Open to all Maine
residents, including sea-
sonal, except for Maine
Poets Society board mem-
bers.

*  Entries must be
postmarked between Jan-
uary 15th and March 31st,
2026.

e There is a $6 en-
try fee for the $150 prize
poem contest, and a $3.00
entry fee for the $75 con-
test for previously unpub-

STAPLES
COWORKING

A NEW SPACE
TO BREAKOLD RULES

lished poets.

* You may enter up
to 4 poems. Each poem
requires a separate entry
fee.

*  Previously pub-
lished poems are not el-
igible. Publication in a
newsletter or an online
workshop does not count
for this purpose.

*  Submissions si-
multaneously  submitted
elsewhere, and those gen-
erated using Al, are not
eligible.

*  Topic and form
are left open, but there is a
50-line limit, not counting
title, epigraph, and stanza
breaks. Entries exceeding
this will be disqualified.

*  Please send two
copies of your poem, one
identified with your name,
mailing address, email ad-
dress and telephone num-
ber and which contest you
are entering (previously
published or not previous-
ly published) and one with
no additional information,
to MPS President Jenny
Doughty, 31 Rustic Lane,
Portland, ME 04103.

. If your entry
will be postmarked out of
state, please enclose a let-
ter verifying your address
when resident in Maine.

* Mark your enve-
lope CONTEST.

* Enclose a check
payable to Maine Poets
Society, with ‘Contest en-
try’ on the memo line.

*  Entries will not
be returned, so please re-
tain a copy.

COME TRY OUR NEW COWORKING
AND MEETING SPACE IN AUBURN

MENTION THIS AD AND GET 1

FOR FREE!

FREEWEEK OF OPEN SEAT

COWORKING AND 1HOUR OF

MEETING ROOM USE.

OFFER VALID ONLY AT OUR
€9 UNION ST. AUEURN, MELOCATION
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Snuggle up in cozy chairs, historic
setting with Silent Book Club

WESTBROOK, ME
— Walker Memorial Library
Silent Book Club meets
from 3 - 4:30pm in Walker
Memorial Library’s histor-
ic wing every third Friday
of the month.

The book club is
geared towards adult and
teen readers, but all fam-

ily members who can
read silently are welcome.
Drop in anytime between
3-4:15pm to read with us!
Enjoy quiet time
reading in our beautiful
historic wing with oth-
er patrons. Be part of our
silent book club with no
commitments, no assigned

reading, and no required
discussion! Bring a book
(or borrow one from us)
and read whatever you
would like while sitting in
one of our cozy chairs in
the Eleanor Conant Room.

800 Main St, West-
brook, ME, United States,
Maine 04092

Idea Lab

Lewiston

Saturday,
January 24th
11:00AM

located in the

Second Floor

PUBLIC )
LIBRARY‘

Recommended for children ages 7-14

Painting Class:

Let It Snow!

*augh?t by local ar*isf

Neerber e

What happens when you love someone,
but hate what they believe?
\

Included Pre-Show WINE tasting Thu, Feb 5!
BEER tasting Sat Eve, Feb 7!

ThePublicTheatre.org | 782-3200

SPONSORS: Butler Bros., DaVinci's Eatery, Twin City Times, Baxter Brewing
UNDERWRITERS: Platz Associates, Sun Journal, WOXO & WIGY

Free arts programs provided for
youth with Waterville Creates

WATERVILLE, ME
— In less than four years,
arts nonprofit Waterville
Creates has provided in
excess of $250,000-worth
of free arts experiences for
children and teens through
its Youth Arts Access Fund,
or YAAF.

Anyone aged 18 or
under can activate YAAF
to cover some or all of the
price of admission to any
of Waterville Creates’ pro-
grams, no questions asked,
no proof of need necessary.
For an $8 movie ticket at
the Maine Film Center or
a $250 registration for a
weeklong theatre camp
at the Waterville Opera
House, or anything in be-
tween, YAAF works the
same.

Since its launch in
March 2022, the program
has blossomed into a cor-
nerstone of the Waterville
nonprofit’s work and mis-
sion.

Identifying the Need

In 2022, Waterville
Creates—Ilike its name-
sake city—was in a peri-
od of transition. The arts
nonprofit’s  programming
through the Waterville
Opera House, Maine Film
Center, and the soon-to-be-
renamed Ticonic Gallery
+ Studios (then Common
Street Arts) was rebound-
ing post-COVID. The
coming months would see
a revitalized Maine In-

Jouth
—Rris

ACCESS FUND

ternational Film Festival,
major performers grace the
stage at the Opera House,
expanded clay studio pro-
gramming and gallery ex-
hibitions, and—the biggest
change of all—a new home
for all these entities in the
Paul J. Schupf Art Center,
opening December 2022 in
downtown Waterville.

That kind of growth
opens lots of exciting ave-
nues for a small nonprofit
like Waterville Creates, but
it was always important to
the organization’s leaders
to ensure that growth and
change did not mean losing
sight of their core mission
and values.

That mission, first
and foremost, is embodied
on a slogan emblazoned
across WC’s website and
print materials: arts expe-
riences for all. The art was

Myths and Magic

Family-friendly selections to warm up your winter

7:00pM = Franco Center, Lewiston

Saturday
January 17, 2026

hdBL\d

THEATRE

31 Maple Street, Lewiston

\ Mozart............... The Magic Flute Overture

- Sibelius. .o The Swan of Tuonela

Dukas............... The Sorcerer's Apprentice

= Shore....Selections from The Lord of the Rings

MidcoastSymphony.org or 207-481-0790
$27 advance/$30 door - 25 and under admitted FREE

PR | DCOAST
L 2N SYMPHONY
5 ORCHESTRA

ROHAN SMITH, MUSIC DIRECTOR

Underwriters:

«® NEW ENGLAND
* Cancer Specialists

Season Sponsors: Bath Savings, HM Payson,
Judy Metcalf Law, OceanView at Falmouth
More with Midcoast Sponsor: Maine Trust for Local New
Media Sponsor: WCME Radio
Lodging: Fairfield By Marriott, Brunswick, The Brunswick Hotel

MS0is a 501(c)3 Nonprofit Organization

a given, but the “for all” is
a little trickier. Waterville
Creates President + CEO
Shannon Haines was well
versed in the benefits of
arts education for youth,
but also keenly aware of
the obstacles that existed in
her community.

“Numerous stud-
ies have concluded that
young people who partici-
pate in the arts experience
a wide range of positive
outcomes,” Haines said,
“From improved physical
and emotional well-being
and feelings of belonging
to increased civic engage-
ment and greater academ-
ic success—but we also
know that not all youth
have equal access to arts
opportunities.”

The Impact

With the local econo-
my still reeling from lock-
down, Haines and her team
wanted to make sure that
the cost of a ticket never
posed a barrier of entry to
any youth. This felt espe-
cially vital in a city where
over a quarter of the popu-
lation lived in poverty and
where the median house-
hold income is 35% below
the Maine state median, per
the U.S. Census Bureau.

And so, in March
2022, Waterville Cre-
ates established the Youth
Arts Access Fund. Since
then, and especially since
Schupf Arts opened at the
end of 2022, YAAF has
grown wildly popular.
Waterville Creates offers
around 700 YAAF-eligible
programs per year, with the
number of offerings steadi-
ly increasing year over

See Youth Arts page 8
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Prevent a winter blood shortage:
Give blood or platelets now

il

PORTLAND, ME —
The American Red Cross
is teetering on a blood
shortage this winter, which
could lead to a disruption
in lifesaving care. Donors
are urged to make an ap-
pointment to give blood or
platelets now.

The Red Cross blood
supply is under pressure
following a busy holiday
season when winter weath-
er and packed schedules
made it even tougher to
ensure hospitals have the
blood products needed for
critical care. Without im-
mediate action, doctors
may have to make difficult
decisions about which pa-
tients receive blood trans-
fusions and who will need
to wait. Donors with types
O, A negative and B neg-
ative blood are especially
needed now.

Don’t wait — make
an appointment to give
blood or platelets now by
visiting  RedCrossBlood.
org, downloading the Red
Cross Blood Donor App
or calling 1-800-RED
CROSS.

For the seventh year,
the Red Cross and the
National Football League
(NFL) are partnering in
January for National Blood
Donor Month to urge in-
dividuals to kick off 2026
with a blood donation. As
a thank-you to donors for
helping address the need
for blood during the crit-
ical post-holiday time,
those who come to give
Jan. 1-25, 2026, will be
automatically entered for
a chance to win an exciting
Super Bowl LX giveaway.
The winner and guest will
get to enjoy Super Bowl

LX in Santa Clara, Califor-
nia, access to day-of in-sta-
dium pregame activities,
tickets to the official Super
Bowl Experience, round-
trip airfare, three-night ho-
tel accommodations (Feb.
6-9, 2026), plus a $1,000
gift card for expenses. For
full details, visit RedCross-
Blood.org/SuperBowl.

Join a lifesaving team

The Red Cross and
Pro Football Champion
and blood donor Saquon
Barkley are teaming up to
remind donors that the best
offense against a winter
blood shortage is making
and keeping blood dona-
tion appointments. The
blood supply can drop
quickly — now’s the time
to get in the game and give
blood or platelets.

“I gave blood once
in college and that was the
only time I had ever been
asked to give, until the
Red Cross reached out this
fall,” said Barkley. “It was
a no-brainer for me to give
again. It only takes about
an hour and once you re-
alize in that short amount
of time how much help it
can bring — it’s a beautiful
thing.”

Upcoming blood do-
nation opportunities:

Androscoggin

Lewiston

1/15/2026: 10 a.m. - 3
p.m., SeniorsPlus, 8 Falcon
Rd

1/19/2026: 10 a.m. -
3 p.m.,, CMMC, 12 High
Street, Lower Level

1/27/2026: 10 a.m. - 3
p.m., Fortin & Pinette Fu-
neral Home, 305 Alfred A
Plourde Pkwy

Cumberland

e

Brunswick

1/15/2026: 12 p.m.
- 5 p.m. Saint Charles
Brunswick, 132 McKeen
Street

1/28/2026: 12 p.m.
- 5 p.m., Elks Lodge, 179
Park Row

Freeport

1/26/2026: 9 am. - 2
p.m., Hilton Garden Inn
Freeport - Old Town Hall
Building, 5 Park Street

Gorham

1/22/2026: 12 p.m. -
5 p.m., St. Anne’s Catholic
Church, 299 Main Street

Gray

1/20/2026: 12:30
p.m. - 5 p.m., American
Legion Gray, 15 Lewiston
Rd

Harrison

1/28/2026: 12 p.m.
- 5 p.m., United Parish
Congregational Church of
Harrison and N. Bridgton,
77 Main Street

North Yarmouth

1/30/2026: 10 a.m. - 3
p-m., Wescustogo Hall and
Community Center, 120
Memorial Hwy

Portland

1/16/2026: 8 am. - 1
p-m., Deering High School,
370 Stevens Ave.

1/20/2026: 1 p.m. - 6
p-m., University of New
England, 716 Stevens Ave

1/29/2026: 1 p.m. - 7
p-m., Lyman Moore Mid-

dle School, 171 Auburn
Street
South Portland

1/27/2026: 9 am. -
1:30 p.m., Eastpoint Chris-
tian Church, 345 Clarks
Pond Pkwy

Windham

1/21/2026: 12 p.m.
- 5 p.m., North Windham
Veterans Center, 35 Veter-
ans Memorial Drive.

Send all items for
Names & Faces to the editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five pm.
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AARP News You Can Use —
January 2026

By Joyce Buccianti-
ni, AARP Maine Commu-
nity Outreach Volunteer

Happy New Year
2026! Along with the new
year, many people make
New Year Resolutions.
People often resolve to eat
better or exercise more; we
may or may not stick with
these resolutions for very
long. However, we can all
make a resolution to be
better prepared for tax sea-
son; a yearly task that we
all must do, but few enjoy.

Organizing our infor-
mation and completing our
tax forms ourselves can be
a daunting task. This year,
there are changes in how
tips and over-time can be
taxed, and there is an ad-
ditional tax deduction for
qualifying tax payers over
the age of 65. It can be
hard to keep track of these
changes and how they
might impact our individ-
ual tax returns.

However, here’s the
good news. The AARP
Foundation offers free Tax-
Aide preparation clinics in
47 locations in Maine. Last
year 240 Tax-Aide volun-
teers filed 13,671 Federal
returns helping Maine tax-
payers receive $10.4 mil-
lion in Federal refunds.

AARP Founda-
tion Tax-Aide is man-
aged through the AARP

Foundation and jointly
sponsored by the Internal
Revenue Service. This ser-
vice provides quality tax
assistance free of charge
focusing on taxpayers who
are over 50 and have low
to moderate incomes. This
program offers free, quali-
ty assistance to those who
need help filling their tax-
es. The Tax-Aide volun-
teers are trained and ready
to assist Mainers with
both the standard short tax
forms and the longer forms
as needed.

The online Tax- Aide
Site Locator tool will help
you find the Tax-Aide lo-
cation nearest to you. This
Locator Tool provides the
locations, operating sched-
ules and contact details for
making tax preparation
appointments. The web
address is www.aarp.org/
money/taxes/aarp-taxaide/
locations/ and it opens up

in mid-January. The phone
number to call for tax-aide
information is 1-888-227-
7669.

Tax-Aide  appoint-
ments are available from
February 1 through April
15. Since appointment
times can fill up quickly, it
is a good idea to go ahead
and make your appoint-
ment early in the tax sea-
son. Then you can get back
to your New Year’s reso-
lutions or just get outside
to enjoy the beauty of the
Maine winter.

Remember to check
out the AARP Maine web
page to find an AARP
coffee gathering or other
events taking place near
you. Happy holidays to all!

Joyce Bucciantini is
a retired middle school ed-
ucator. She currently coor-
dinates Delta Kappa Gam-
ma's Read to Me program,
is a tutor with Literacy
Volunteers-Androscoggin,
and is an active AARP
Maine volunteer. She en-
joys her gardens, being
outdoors and traveling.

Escape holiday debt hangover,
get your budget back on track

PHOENIX, AZ -
The most wonderful time
of the year often doubles as
the most costly. Between
travel, decor, gifting and
gathering — plus the added
cultural pressure to make it
all “picture perfect” — hol-
iday expenses can add up
fast and leave you scram-
bling come January.

“Even the most fis-
cally responsible house-
holds aren’t immune to
seasonal expenses stretch-
ing their budgets thin in
the new year,” said Man-
ny Salazar, CEO of Take
Charge America, national
nonprofit credit counsel-
ing and debt management
agency. “A deliberate re-
set in early 2026 can help
families regain control and
confidence after a finan-
cially hectic few months.”

Salazar outlines prac-
tical steps to create steady
momentum after the holi-
day rush:

Assess the true scope
of spending. Closely ex-
amine statements across
every account and total the
balances. A complete view
of what you owe shapes a
realistic plan that neither
overestimates nor under-
estimates December’s im-
pact.

Trim
expenses.

non-essential
Scale back on

subscriptions, dining out,
personal maintenance and
other conveniences. Shop-
ping more intentionally
helps open up cash flow
without derailing daily
routines.

Consider a balance
transfer. Transferring a
balance from a high-inter-
est credit card to one with
lower interest can acceler-
ate payoff, applying more
of your payments toward
principal. Many card is-
suers offer 0% interest on
balance transfers for 12 to
18 months — an effective
solution, as long as you
stop adding new charges.
Remember to factor in the
transfer fee; usually a per-
centage of the balance be-
ing transferred.

Temporarily  pause
savings. If saving for a car,
home, travel or luxuries,
hold on new deposits until
you catch up on debt. You
can consider pausing or
reducing emergency fund
contributions if you al-
ready have a cushion, then
revisit once you’ve caught
up.

Consult with experts.
Professional guidance can
give you much-needed
clarity after a season of
overspending.  Schedule
a free credit counseling
session with a nonprofit

agency to get a customized
budget and see if you qual-
ify for a debt management
plan.

Take on a side hus-
tle. Extra income shortens
the repayment timeline.
Consider flexible options
through rideshare, food de-
livery or other gig work to
generate additional cash.

Budget for seasonal
spending. Create distinct
buckets for gifts, travel
and festivities throughout
the year. The more struc-
ture you build now, the
less post-holiday headache
you’ll encounter later.

For more financial
guidance on climbing out
of debt, visit Take Charge
America’s Education Cen-
ter.

Best
Source
for Arts,

Music and
Theater!

Your

Hometown Paper.
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WHA Rotating Art Gallery
features new winter artworks

LEWISTON, ME
— The Woman’s Hospital
Association (WHA) Rotat-
ing Art Gallery at Central
Maine Medical Center in
Lewiston is proud to dis-
play the photographs of
Lindsey White and paint-
ings of Connie McVey
during the months of Jan-
uary and February.

White is a registered
nurse who has worked on
the Special Delivery Unit
at Central Maine Medi-
cal Center over the last
20+ years. When she isn’t
working with new par-
ents welcoming their chil-
dren into the world, she is
the proud mother of two
daughters ages 13 and 17.
In spite of her busy sched-
ule, she spends time with
her camera whenever she
can. The subjects of her
work vary but she enjoys
focusing on the beauty of
Maine whether it’s a pretty
landscape, snowflakes, fro-
zen bubbles or some night
images of the moon or Au-
rora Borealis.

McVey worked for
36 years creating illustra-
tions and graphic images
commercially. Her retire-
ment allowed her to follow
her dreams of pursuing
BFA from the University
of Southern Maine. “My

paintings, drawings are
conduits that depict my
visual and emotional view-
ing of the world.” Pres-
ently working at her Pond
Lily Art Studio, she has
exhibited her work at the
Main St. Art Gallery and
the Matolcsy Arts Center
in Norway, the Greenwood

Gallery in Auburn and at
many local art fairs.

The works on display
may be purchased through
the WHA Gift Shop lo-
cated adjacent to the main
lobby at Central Maine
Medical Center. A percent-
age of sale proceeds bene-
fits patients of CMMC.

Send all items for Names &
Faces to the editor. Deadline
is Friday by five pm.

Water that just works.

GOODWIN

WELL & WATER INC.

Maine's leader in water well drilling,
pump installation, and geothermal
installation.

207.224.7861 goodwinwellandwater.com

Youth Arts

Continued from page 6

year. Young visitors to 93

Main Street have activated

these funds over 6,000
times to a total of

more than $250,000, an av-

erage of $1,300 a month in

2025.

“We see YAAF in
action every day—teens
meeting at the art cen-
ter to see a classic film,
young makers finding their
creative voices in After
School Art Club, families
who are now able to invite
grandparents to join them
for a musical at the Op-
era House because YAAF
makes it more affordable,”
said Haines. “It is a total
delight to see the ways that
YAAF expands opportuni-
ties for our community to
enjoy shared experiences
in the arts.”

YAAF usage is espe-
cially popular at the Water-
ville Opera House, where
families can use it to help
cover tickets to theatrical
productions like The Nerd
and Once Upon a Mattress,
concerts and comedy acts,
and theatre camps. Gener-
al attendance soared at the
Opera House in 2025 as the
WOH team presented four
theatrical productions and
over 50 concerts, comedy,
and variety acts.

“I’m incredibly proud
of our ability to provide
this resource,” said WOH
Executive Director Mi-
chelle Sweet. “There are
few things that make my
heart happier than to see
families share the incred-
ible gift of experiencing
live performances at our
historic venue together
without stressing the fam-
ily budget. It is impossible
to have an appreciation of
the arts if they are not ac-
cessible to you. I'm thrilled
to be growing the next gen-
eration of arts enthusiasts
with the Youth Arts Access
Fund.”

Community Support

YAAF, described by
Maine Arts Commission
Chair Bob Keyes as pre-
senting “a national model”
for youth access to arts,
represents a major corner-
stone of Waterville Cre-

e
“

ates’ mission and values,
and one that the commu-
nity particularly believes
in. As one local teen put it
following an event at Wa-
terville  Creates, “The
Youth Arts Access Fund
has been a huge help, and
I just think it boosts com-
munity.”

The Waterville Cre-
ates community has ral-
lied around this initiative
to make sure younger au-
diences can continue to
attend their favorite pro-
grams without obstacle.
The fund has no formal
budget or endowment: it
is entirely supported by
donations and corporate
sponsorships, as well as
a portion of all WC ticket
sales.

Special note is due
to major support from
the Colby Center for the
Arts and Humanities, the
T-Mobile Foundation, Di-
rigo Wealth Management,
One River CPAs, Water-
ville Area Women’s Club,
Northern Light Inland Hos-
pital, Central Maine Power,
First National Bank, GoN-
et Speed, and Skowhegan
Savings Bank. In 2024, all
proceeds from two David
Byme appearances with
his nonprofit Reasons to Be

Local people.

Opera House and Maine
Film Center went directly
to YAAF, injecting around
$20,000 into the fund.

Looking ahead,
January 2026  already
has around three dozen
YAAF-eligible programs
on the books for Water-
ville Creates, with more
regular-run releases at the
Maine Film Center yet to
be set in stone. As the or-
ganization  continuously
expands its programmatic
offerings in the performing
arts, film, clay, education,
the visual arts, and more,
local and visiting youth
have more opportunities
than ever before to explore
new creative experienc-
es. The Youth Arts Access
Fund ensures they will
have those opportunities
no matter what.

“YAAF is one of the
initiatives that [ am person-
ally most proud of because
it removes cost as barrier,”
Haines said. “It is a clear
and measurable demon-
stration of Waterville Cre-
ates’ commitment to our
mission of arts experiences
for all.”

Learn more about the
Youth Arts Access Fund at
watervillecreates.org/yaaf.

Local decisions.

Local support you

can count on.

A DI

RIGO

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

1.800.281.5435

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
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Special section: National Human Trafficking Awareness Month

MECASA supports survivors of
trafficking, assault

In collaboration with Maine's sexual assault
support centers, last year MECASA staff:

Facilitated 44 trainings for 733 center staff and
community partners on topics ranging from new laws
impacting survivors to telling trauma-informed stories.

O:
. —

Created 59 materials and resources to raise awareness,
educate partners, and advocate for policy improvements.

Provided over 4,910 hours of technical assistance
to center staff & facilitated 465 peer sharing

oo events to connect advocates through

their shared work.
MAINE COALITION AGAINST
SEXUAL ASSAULT

&%
)

Fiscal Year

2025

Statewide Sexual Assault Helpline
1-800-871-7741 Free. 24/7. Confidential.

MAINE -  Be- provided 4,910 hours of across the state do their
hind strong advocacy is technical assistance, cre- work sustainably and
strong support. In fiscal ated 59 resources and effectively.
year 2025, Maine Co- materials, and facilitated When advocates are
alition Against Sexu- almost 500 trainings and supported, survivors are
al Assault (MECASA) peer calls to help advocates  better supported too.

Send all items for
What’s Going On
to the Editor.
Deadline is

VxS WERE ALL ON
B 99 THE SAME TEAM

- |

W ~— ! OBLUE Frlday by five.

on

Emerson Chevrolet supports
Human Trafficking Awareness

~T

EMERSON

e AUBURN,MAINE e

946 Center Street
Auburn °* (207) 784-3503
www.EmersonChevy.com

SPOT THE SIGNS

eE OF SEX TRAFFICKING

FOR
JUSTICE

-
© LIMITED FAMILY/SOCIAL CONTACT
© PHYSICAL OR SEXUAL VIOLENCE

© RESTRICTION OF MOVEMENT

© INTIMIDATION AND THREATS

© ABUSE OF VULNERABILITY

© FEAR AND ANXIETY

° UNDER-AGE
© DECEPTION

TO REPORT A CONCERN, CALL

1-615-396-0946

IF YOU HAVE REASON TO BELIEVE A PERSON
IS IN IMMEDIATE DANGER, CALL 911 FIRST

If you think you may have encountered
a victim of human trafficking, contact
Hope for Justice and let us know as
much information as possible.

WWW.HOPEFORJUSTICE.ORG [ HELP@HOPEFORJUSTICE.ORG

el' l'een egcu.org/auto

£ Credit Union

RA »~
&2
[
> *
i

Auto Loans

355°

APR’

Rates
as
low
as

®
E 1
@

T
Stz

e

B
st
8
DrOh S

Scan to apply or
call 207-221-5000

* Trustpilot

Rated 4.8 Stars
as of 12/01/25

"Annual Percentage Rate as of 11/7/2025. Rates subject to change without notice. Not all applicants will qualify for the lowest rate or be
approved. Membership eligibility requirements apply. Account holder must live, work, worship, or attend school in Androscoggin, Cumberland,
Lincoln, Oxford, Sagadahoc, or York counties, or have an immediate relative who meets our field of membership requirements. Advertised rate is
based on risk based & relationship pricing discounts. For more information, visit egcu.org/auto.

Evergreen Credit Union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.
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Stand For The 50, raise
awareness this month

Contributed by Hope
for Justice

January 2026 is Na-
tional Human Trafficking
Prevention Month, as de-
creed by presidential proc-
lamation.

About the month

January is  also
known as Human Traf-
ficking Awareness Month.
It is a key time for us all
as individuals to educate
ourselves about human
trafficking and crucially to
learn to spot the signs of
trafficking. It is also a time
for us take these messag-
es to our workplaces, our
churches, our schools, our
representatives and every-
where else.

At Hope for Justice,
we investigate cases of hu-
man trafficking and work
closely with law enforce-
ment to rescue victims and
ensure evidence is gath-
ered against perpetrators to
see them brought to justice.
Our team of investigators
is drawn from some of the
most respected and pres-
tigious law enforcement
agencies in the country,
such as the FBI and NCIS.

National Slavery
and Human Trafficking
Prevention Month, Jan-
uary 2026, culminates in
the annual observation of
National Freedom Day on
February 1, 2026.

What can you do?

Become part of a
community of amazing vol-
unteers, make a life-chang-
ing donation, learn about
the issue, or download re-
sources. Awareness leads
to action!

Stay informed

Share awareness

Spot the signs of traf-
ficking

Change lives
make a donation

One other thing you
can do this January: sup-
port the launch of the new
movie Still Hope, based on
the real stories of traffick-
ing survivors. It is released
nationwide on February
5th 2026 and Hope for Jus-
tice is proud to partner with
such an important film.

and

Tickets can be pre-booked
at the Still Hope website.

Create the For The 50
symbol and share it on so-
cial media to raise aware-
ness

Use both hands -
make a fist with one hand
and show five fingers on
the other. Then, ask some-

one to take a photo and
share this on social media.

This is a symbol to show
you’re standing up for the
50 million people who
have been trafficked into
modern slavery around the
world. We’re encouraging
you to share the image with
the hashtag #ForThe50

Caring for your needs since 1970

Finley Funeral Home
15 Church Street, Livermore Falls, ME 04254

(207) 897-3588

oelind

Bragdon-Finley Funeral Home
?ﬂ? Main Street Monmouth, ME 04249

(207) 933-4444

www.finleyfuneralhome.com
Menmber of Internafional Ovder of the Golden Rule
The Maine Funeral Directors Association = The National Funeral Directors Association

Tackling human trafficking,

together

¢ BLUE CAMPAIGN

One Voice. One Mission. End Human Trafficking.’

Contributed by the
Department of Homeland

Security
Large events like
the Super Bowl, that

bring thousands of peo-
ple together, are the per-
fect opportunity to raise
awareness of human traf-
ficking, a crime that comes
in many forms, including
sex trafficking, forced la-
bor, and domestic servi-
tude resulting from fraud,
coercion, or threats of vio-
lence. You can even play a
role in stopping this crime,
whether you’re in the host

city, attending the game, or
just watching at home.

Victims of human
trafficking are often hid-
den in plain sight. Learn
the signs and how to report
suspected trafficking.

Forced or coerced
commercial sex work is
still  human trafficking.
This is true even if prosti-
tution is legal in the city or
state where it occurs.

Forced labor can cur-
rently happen anywhere.
This includes hotels, lodg-
ings, and entertainment in-
dustries.

Transportation work-
ers can often be the first
line of defense. Ride-
share and taxi drivers are
uniquely positioned to
notice things that others
don’t.

We’re all on the same
team when it comes to
tackling human traffick-
ing. Spread the word using
#TacklingTrafficking  on
social media and explore
the resources at https://
www.dhs.gov/blue-cam-
paign/tacklingtrafficking
to learn more about what
you can do to help stop it.

Trafficking Survivors Relief Act
unanimously passes U.S. Senate

Contributed by Hope
for Justice

By Rosalyn Roden

An integral piece of
legislation that will give
trafficking  survivors a
pathway to clear federal
criminal convictions has
unanimously passed the
U.S. Senate.

The passage of the
Trafficking Survivors Re-
lief Act (TSRA) through
Congress is a huge victory
in the effort to ensure sur-
vivors of human traffick-
ing can rebuild their lives.
The legislation also unan-
imously passed the House
earlier this month, with the
official signing from Pres-
ident Donald Trump pend-
ing.

Hope for Justice has
been advocating for this
legislation in Washington
and working with lawmak-
ers. This has included en-
dorsement, signing letters
in support of the TSRA,
coordinating  non-profits
to back the bill, calling on
the House and the Senate
to consider and pass the
bill, and raising awareness.

The Trafficking Survivors
Relief Act was first intro-
duced by Senator Gilli-
brand alongside a biparti-
san group of colleagues in
2016. She has reintroduced
it in every subsequent Con-
gress, most recently with
Senator Hyde-Smith in
July this year.

Sarah  Butler, our
United States Program Di-
rector, said: “We are very
excited to see this legisla-
tion on the brink of becom-
ing law after many years of
hard work to get it to this
stage. It is imperative that
we support survivors rather
than criminalizing them for
offences they were forced
to commit under duress.
We need to ensure survi-
vors are given the best pos-
sible chance of rebuilding
their lives, free from unfair
and unjust criminal convic-
tions that hold them back.”

Many trafficking
survivors are forced or
coerced into committing
crimes by their traffick-
ers, which can leave them
with a criminal record that
significantly reduces their

chances of accessing em-
ployment, education, hous-
ing and other services, and
escaping trafficking.

This Act will en-
sure that survivors of hu-
man trafficking will have
non-violent criminal con-
victions or arrest records
expunged if they resulted
directly from their traffick-
ing.

In addition, the Traf-
ficking Survivors Relief
Act would also:

Allow for an indi-
vidual’s status as a victim
of trafficking to be a miti-
gating factor for courts to
consider when imposing a
prison sentence for violent
crimes.

Require U.S. Attor-
neys to submit a report one
year after enactment detail-
ing the number of motions
filed under the law.

Ensure that grant
funding provided by the
Office for Victims of Crime
and the Office on Violence
Against Women can be
used for legal representa-
tion for post-conviction
relief activities.

actis under 18 years of age.

TRAFFICKING VS. SMUGGLING

Human Trafficking involves the use of
force, fraud, or coercion to obtain some type
of labor or commercial sex act, or in which
the person performing the commercial sex

These are not interchangeable terms

Smuggling is transportation-based and is a crime against a border
Trafficking is exploitation-based and is a crime against a person

() BLUE CAMPAIGN

One Voice. One Mission. End Human Trafﬁcking.@

Report Human Trafficking: 1-866-347-2423
www.dhs.gov/bluecampaign

Human Smuggling is defined as the
importation of people into the United States
involving deliberate evasion of immigration
laws. This offense includes bringing illegal
aliens into the United States as well as the
unlawful transportation and harboring of
aliens already in the United States.
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One solution for oxygen at

home, away, and for travel

: Introducing the INOGEN ONE
- It's oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refill. No more deliveries. No
more hassles with travel. The INOGEN ONE
portable oxygen concentrator is designed to

provide unparalleled freedom for oxygen
therapy users. It's small, lightweight, clinically
proven for stationary and portable use,
during the day and at night, and can go
virtually anywhere — even on most
airlines. Inogen accepts Medicare and
many private insurances!

Reclaim Your
Freedom And
Independence NOW!

Inogen

Call Inogen Today To }
Request Your FREE Info Kit

1-877-402-1909

© 2020 Inogen, Inc. All rights reserved. MKT-P0108

( ~ BEBB RATING
_BBB A+
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Build now.
Save now.

Call and schedule your
hew garage install today.
FREE estumates.

No Money Down « Financing Available

AMERICAN
VISA [ & BU[LDERS e
T

=&  Custom Building & Remodeling

A+ Rating
BBB.

(207) 500-8100 « www.AmericanBuildersMaine.com
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Business Directory

ACCOUNTANT

FLOWER SHOPPE

@

AUSTIN ASSOCIATES

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Auburn 207-783-9111 Norway 207-743-7777
AustinPA.com

Your Financial Team

AUTO CARE

The Only Full-Service Gas Station in Auburn!

Poisson & Sons
Auto Care Center, Inc.

Computer Diagnostics * Yokohama Tires
Repairs ¢ Alignments ¢ Inspection Station
Gas ¢ Clear K1 *Tune-ups ¢ Brakes ¢ Batteries
Dan & Don Poisson
dfpoisson@aol.com

260 S. Main St., Auburn ¢ 782-9144

MASONRY

E'| www.sweet—peaﬂor-a*l&‘esignsme.com |-E

Jason Hodsdon

JasonHodsdonMasonry@gmail.com

Al |
mny W
ST

Fully Insured
Free Estimates
20+ Years of Experience

Masonry « Culture Stones
Chimneys « Chimney Cleaning
Repointing & Repairs
Restoration
Stainless Steel Liners

North Monmouth
(207) 215-3557

PHOTOGRAPHY

QQJ@ Z:amame

Executive Portraits « Business photographs ¢ Videos

Gray, ME
(207) 657-6372

maine@portraitefx.com
www.maine.portraitefx.com

PRINTING

RICK OSGOOD

owner

207-782-0525

phone

Full Service Commercial Printer
Color & B/W Printing & Copying
Large Format - Posters
Booklets - Carbonless Forms
Letterheads « Envelopes
Business Cards - Labels - Tags
Design Service - and More!

“ A
EVERGREEN

CUSTOM PRINTING, INC.

2 Great Falls Plaza, Suite 1B
Auburn ME 04210
info@evergreencustomprinting.com

SPACE AVAILABLE

MARINE SERVIGES

SELF STORAGE

Your ad

HERE!
Call 795-5017

CHIROPRACTOR

BOAT REPAIR SHOP

"FPONTESHh

Marine Service

——~o \\;//\»
g
MerCruiser PE NTA YA N M A R
OIVIC Perkins| -lelvetDrive

237 Lewiston Road * Topsham, ME 04086 - (207) 725-5997
www.pontesmarine.com

AUBURN SELF STORAGE, LLC

23 Goldthwaite Rd.
Auburn, ME 04210

PO Box 715
Lewiston, ME 04243

PAINTING

Family Chiropractic Center

Experience Life

1485 Lisbon Street, Lewiston
207.783.0078

www.familychirome.com

CONTRACTORS

Fully Insured « 5 Year Workmanship Warranty

AMERICAN
BUILDERS

Custom Building ¢ Remodeling

r Call 207-500-8100
2, For FREE Estimates

500 8100

Quality Work with References Available

Interiors ¢ Exteriors
Free Estimates

Drywall Repair
Pressure Washing

Pamtmg Co.

WADE J. LIBBY

WJLibbyPainting@gmail.com CELL: 207.210.0605

PHOTOGRAPHY

Shipping
— o Packing

|
|
. = °* Receiving :
|
|
|

e Copies
e Fax Service
° Mallbox Rentals

| |
1)y W UNITED STATES |
| B sosmacsenvice. Fed o
9 N. River Road in Auburn ~ www.AuburnGoinPostal.com ~ 784-9900

WEB HOSTING

nfacebouk (207) 212-5993

QCO At |

LauraElainesPhotography@gmail.com

www.facebook. com/LouroEIOm@sPhoTogrophy

Web Hosting
Web Design
Web Promotion
One Stop
207-442-9006

MAINE HOSTING

CONTACT US TODAY FOR POSSIBLE OPENINGS
FOR YOUR AD IN OUR BUSINESS DIRECTORY!
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Saturdays
AUBURN - Stock up on
BOOKS at great prices —
50¢ to $3! Shop Saturday
mornings at the APL Book-
store 9:00-12:30 for gently
used books, ever-changing
inventory, wide selection
of children’s, fiction and
non-fiction books, plus
DVDs and puzzles. Auburn
Public Library, lower level,
46 Spring Street, Auburn.

Jan 15

LEWISTON - Lewis-
ton Public Library’s Genre
Roulette Book Club sam-
ples genres by focusing on
one genre for three months
at a time: join for one season
or come to them all! This
winter, the book club will
be focusing on Romance
across three sub-genres. We
will meet monthly in the
Couture Room from 5:30
to 6:30pm on the following
Thursdays: January 15th,
February 19th, and March
19th.

The first selection is a
historical romance. On Jan-
uary 15th, we’ll meet to dis-
cuss The Queer Principles of
Kit Webb by Cat Sebastian.
Lord Holland begins taking
lessons in thievery from Kit
Webb in order to reclaim a
family heirloom and falls in
love along the way.

This book club is rec-
ommended for ages 18+.
If you need help locating a
copy of any of these titles,
please contact our Lend-
ing Services Department at
513-3134 or visit the lend-
ing desk on the library’s first
floor.

Jan 16 & 17

SOUTH PORTLAND
— Women In Harmony
at South Portland High
School, 637 Highland Av-
enue, South Portland on
Friday, January 16, 2026 at
7:30pm and Saturday, Jan-
vary 17, 2026 at 3:00pm.
This winter, we present a
formidable choral program
entitled “I Have a Voice.”

Jan 17, 18, 26

LEWISTON, TOPSH-
AM - “Myths and Magic,”
Rohan Smith, Conductor,
Saturday, January 17, 2026 -
7:00 p.m. - Franco Center in
Lewiston and Sunday, Jan-
uary 18, 2026 - 2:30 p.m. -

Calendar

Send your submissions to the Editor. More online.

Orion Performing Arts Cen-
ter in Topsham. Tickets: $27
in advance; $30 at the door.
www.midcoastsymphony.
org or 481-0790

More with Midcoast
Sunday, January 26, 2025 -
1:15 p.m. Open Rehearsal
with Music Director Rohan
Smith -- Orion Performing
Arts Center in Topsham - sit
on stage

Jan 17

LEWISTON - Join us
for a Dinosaur Workshop
hosted by Mad Science at
the Lewiston Public Library
on Saturday, January 17th
at 11AM in Callahan Hall.
In this Dinosaur Workshop
kids will examine fossil
casts and explore the dif-
ferences in the teeth of her-
bivorous and carnivorous
dinosaurs. Every paleontol-
ogist-in-training  will then
get to dig in and experience
a mini dinosaur excavation
and make a cast of a dino-
saur tooth to take home.
This workshop has 20 spots
available for kids and reg-
istration is required. To
register, call the Children’s
Department at 513-3133 or
email LPLKids@lewiston-
maine.gov. This workshop
is free and open to the pub-
lic.

Jan 20

SCARBOROUGH -
Mira Ptacin, Maine Author
& Memoirist, at Scarbor-
ough Public Library, 6pm,
will read from her memoir,
“Poor Your Soul,” and talk
about her inspirations and
the writing process. Q&A
and book signing to follow.
Books will be available
for purchase from Kelly’s
Books to Go.

Jan 22

NEW GLOUCESTER -
Free artist event at Unity
Environmental ~ Universi-
ty. Each event highlights a
Maine-based artist with a
pop-up exhibition, lecture,
and catered reception. Matt
Russ: Moments of Clarity
at 5:00 pm, 70 Farm View
Dr, New Gloucester, ME

04260.
Jan 22
VIRTUAL - Univer-
sity of Maine Cooperative
Extension 4-H will offer an
online club for youth ages
9-18 about the basics of
farm animal care on Thurs-
days, 4-5:15 p.m., January
22-February 12, 2026.
Jan 22
SCARBOROUGH
— 5:30-6:30pm French Dis-
cussion Group at Scarbor-
ough Public Library
Jan 22
SCARBOROUGH
— Board Game Night at
Scarborough Public Library
5-7:30pm. Pizza included,
sponsored by The Enclave
of Scarborough! (You can
also bring your own dinner
if pizza doesn’t work for
you.)
Jan 24
LEWISTON - Join
us at the Lewiston Public
Library for Painting Class:
Let It Snow! in the 2nd
floor Idea Lab on Satur-
day, January 24 at llam.
Recommended for children
ages 7 — 14 years old. Come
learn how to paint a snowy
scene  with  step-by-step
instruction by local artist,
Nicole Ann. Get creative
by painting a winter sunset
using acrylic paints on can-
vas panels. All materials are
provided. This program is
free, open to the public, and
no registration is required.
Jan 24
LEWISTON — Mem-
bers of Lewiston’s delega-
tion to the State Legislature
will hold constituent office
hours at the Lewiston Pub-
lic Library on Saturday,
January 24, from 10:30 a.m.
until noon to provide local
residents a chance to meet
with their elected officials
and discuss legislative and
state government matters.
Jan 24
SCARBOROUGH
— Paper Pop-Up Art Work-
shop, with artist Allison
Villani at  Scarborough
Public  Library 1-3pm.

Registration required: scar-
boroughlibrary.libcal.com/
event/15666171
Jan 26

LEWISTON - Join
the Androscoggin Histori-
cal Society, Auburn Public
Library, and Lewiston Pub-
lic Library as we partner
to explore fiction with a
historical twist. We will be
meeting on the last Monday
of each month from 5:30 —
6:30pm to discuss a histor-
ical fiction novel. Our next
meeting will take place on
January 26th @ 5:30pm,
at the Lewiston Public Li-
brary, located at 200 Lisbon
St., Lewiston, ME 04240.
We will be reading Stories
from the Old Squire’s Farm
(chapters 1-17) by C.A. Ste-
phens.

Jan 27, Feb 5
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FLAGS
< G?!-IIP :

INEMAS

VISIT ONE OF OUR FIVE MAINE LOCATIONS!

AUBURN | FALMOUTH | WELLS | WATERVILLE | THOMASTON

WWW.FLAGSHIPCINEMAS.COM

AUBURN - The Au-
burn Public Library is of-
fering events in partnership

with the 2026 Camden Con-
ference:
Film screening &

discussion: “Erdogan: The
Making of a Sultan”, Tues-

PM (Registration requested)

Book discussion:
“Notes on a Foreign Coun-
try: An American Abroad
in a Post-American World”
by Suzy Hansen, Thursday,
February Sth, 4-5 PM (Reg-
istration required - books

day, January 27th, 4-5:30 provided).

Zara. Inc.

Fashion News

Tias Prom Project

Dedicated to providing dresses & confidence to

young women

The Tatiana Morrell Foundation was created Lo
honor the incredible spirit of Tatiana Morrell
— a young woman whose light. kindness. and
heart continue lo inspire us every day.

One of the ways we carry her legacy forward is
through something truly special: collecting
prom dresses for students who may not have
the means to purchase one. Tatiana believed
deeply in making others feel seen. valued, and
beautiful — and this mission reflects that love.

Through every dress given,
every smile shared, and

every moment of confidence ¥,
created — Taliana’s spirit
lives on. Thank you for

being part of this journey
with us.

The Story Behind Our Mission:
To better understand our mission, you must understand our

reasoning:

Tia lived with a heart led by kindness and intuition. When she

noticed a new student struggling. she stepped in to make a

difference—providing her with a beautiful dress and arranging for
her mother to do her hair and makeup. That simple act of love

gave the girl who never imagined attending such an event, the
night of her life.

Tia believed every young woman should feel confident, radiant,
dedicated to continuing that mission—ensuring that no girl misses
out on the magic of prom, homecoming, or a school dance
because of financial hardship.

How to Donate?
DM for pickup
Drop-Off Locations:
¥ 8 Turning Leaf Drive, Windham, ME
¥ 781Edes Falls Rd, Harrison, ME
¥ 780 Broadway St, South Portland, ME

Follow us on Facebook: Tias Prom Closet Project

GRIDIRQN
Reotaurant

LEWISTON, MAINE

gAY
HERET)

1967 Lisbon Street Lewiston, Maine

[=1 § OPEN DAILY

The Place where
W?/W i
Kappy

TIAM-9PM
DINE IN - TAKE 0UT
207-7717-6353
207-777-6354

Gorham, ME 04038

Open for curbside pick-up, take out,
indoor dining, bowling and arcade!

American pub-style food and drinks.

A 7 Railroad Ave, Ste 102

W www.jctbowl.com
P 207.222.7600

We
Deliver.

Eats
GRUBHUB

SUBWAY
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CAMPER
FOR SALE

Keystone campfire edition
travel trailer. New June
2018. 29.8 feet. Less than
500 miles on it. 12 foot
slide out, large refrigerator,
leather couch. Two gray
water tanks, large closets,
over $9000 extras. AC/
furnace. Paid $34,000 new.
Must sell. Asking $21,000.
207-310-0212.

Keystone Sprinter 5th
Wheel. 2018, 31 feet,
2 super slides, large
refrigerator, like new - hardly
used. Full winter cover,
super glide included. Asking
$25,500 - please call 207-
754-2165

CLEANING

NORTHERN SUPREME
CLEANING. Junk removal
* Yard cleanup. Everything
& anything! Residential
& Commercial Our
team ensures spotless,
refreshed spaces with
eco-friendly practices
and competitive pricing.
*Trust us for a superior
cleaning experience!®
Call (207) 595-6347 or
email Northernsupreme
cleaning@gmail.com

Commercial Office
Cleaning. 1st Choice
Floor Care & Building
Maintenance. Commercial
cleaning company with 25+
years experience and fully
insured. 1 day a week or
more we can do it all. Call,
email or text. (207) 956-
3114 stephen@1stcoice
floorcare.com
www. 1stchoicefloorcare.com

EDUCATION

Enjoy American History
Download free ebooks
from Ebooksforstudents.
org. Enjoy exciting
narratives about World
War I, Korea and Vietnam.
Read about the Freedom
Rides, the discovery of
penicillin and how women
won the right to vote.

FOR SALE

All-in-one Dell printer and
fax machine. $495. Call
783-8327.

Wood boiler — Must go!
$2,500. Alternate heating
carbon steel wood boil-
er. Purchased in 1996 for

$6,800. New door seal,
bricks, blanket, and sili-
cone card bead. Includes
cycle timer and plumb fit-
tings. 1,400#. Model E100
wood gun. Can be lifted di-
rectly into your trailer.

HOUSE KEEPING

Housekeeping/ House
Arranging small items
to aid in mobility. Small
jobs/spring cleaning and
removal of unwanted items.
Scheduled regularly and
ongoing. (207) 705-7989

LOOKING TO
DOWNSIZE?

This may be for you. Small
Guest House To Rent. 1
1/2 blocks from Bates Col-
lege, 300 FT from a neigh-
borhood park and play-
ground. Fully furnished or
not if you have your own
furniture. Off street parking
and private. All utilities in-
cluded. $1400 per month.
Tele 207-376-5492.

REAL ESTATE
WANTED

LIVE & CODE
IN MAINE

Maine cybersecurity start-
up seeks local software
engineer

Defendify is looking for a
senior full stack engineer to
join full-time. Small team/
big results. Fun + flexible
+ always interesting. Come
build our award-winning,
all-in-one cybersecurity
platform. Position informa-
tion and to apply: www.de-
fendify.com/careers.

CLASSIFIED ADS
$25 PER WEEK

Seeking house , cottage,
bungalo, two or three
family property, we have
sufficient ability to pur-
chace quickly, no commi-
sions. 207-749-1718 or
mainebuyers@gmail.com

SEWING,
MENDING

CAN MAKE IT FIT
Sewing, mending: Shirts,
pants, coats, nightgowns,
curtains. Most anything
that needs fixing. Buttons,
T-shirts $10 for machine
sewn, $20 for hand sewn.
Call 929-1038

1 Visa

SENIOR TRIPS

If interested in any of the
following trips or upcom-
ing trips, please contact
Claire Bilodeau at 784-
0302 or Cindy Boyd at
345-9569. If we are not
available, please leave a
message and we will call
you as soon as we can.

SEPTEMBER 20 - 28,
2026 - DISCOVER
PAINTED CANYONS
OF THE WEST - Trip
includes 9 days and 11
meals.  Highlights are
Colorado National Park,
Wine tasting in the midst
of Colorado Wine Coun-
try. Moab, Arches Nation-
al Park, Canyonlands Na-
tional Park, Dead Horse
Point State Park, Capitol
Reef State Park, Bryce
Canyon National Park
and Zion National Park
all in Utah, last day in Ve-
gas. Included in price is
round trip air from Logan
International Airport and
all Hotel Transfers. De-
posit is $698.00 pp plus
$429.00 if you want travel
protection.

May 23-31, 2026 — BILT-
MORE ESTATE & ASHE-
VILLE, N.C. - This trip
includes 9 days and 8
nights lodging, 8 break-
fasts and 6 dinners. You
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Send payment with completed form to our bookkeeping office:
89 Union Street, Suite 1014 Auburn, ME 04210 or email it to us!

will have a full day at the
Biltmore Estate and expe-
rience the Biltmore House

and Gardens. You will
also visit the Antler Village
and Winery. You will have
a guided tour of Asheville
and the magnificent St.
Lawrence Basilica. We
will experience a drive on
the Blue Ridge Parkway
(America’s Most visited
park unit). We also visit
the Thomas Wolfe Me-
morial State Historic Site.
These are the highlights
of the trip and there is so
much more that we will
see. On our way home
we stop at the Nasher
Museum of Art at Duke
University. Price for this
trip is $1,245.00 per per-
son double occupancy. A
$75.00 deposit per person
is due upon signing up.
The trip includes the bus
driver tip and all tour gra-
tuities. Add $349.00 for
single occupancy. Final
payment is due 3/16/26.

OCTOBER 18-23, 2026
— SHIPSHEWANA, INDI-
ANA - This trip includes
6 days and 5 nights lodg-
ing, 3 breakfasts and 3
dinners.  You will have
a full day guided tour of
Indiana’s Amish Country
with a tour of an Amish
Homestead and an Au-
thentic Amish Dinner. We
will experience Cook’s Bi-
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son Ranch with a scenic
Wagon Tour of their ma-
jestic ranch while seeing
the bison up-close and
even feeding them. We
will spend time shop-
ping and having lunch
at Shipshewana Trading
Place which is constant-
ly ranked one of the top
five Flea Markets in the
Country. We will see the
show “Loves Comes Soft-
ly” at the Blue Gate The-
ater. Price for this trip is
$865.00 per person dou-
ble occupancy. A $75.00
deposit is due upon sign-
ing up. Trip includes bus
driver tip and all tour gra-
tuities. Add $305.00 for
single occupancy. Final
payment is due 8/11/26.

If you are interested in
any of these trips or
for more information,
please contact Claire
at 784-0302 or Cindy at
345-9569.

CLASSIFIED ADS
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Send all
items for
What’s Going On
to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.
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Thursday, January 15,2026

Follow us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/twincitytimes
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Insulate.
Be comfortable.
Save money.

Act now while rebates up to
$8,000 are available*

at efficiencymaine.com

-376- efficiency
or call 866-376-2463. @@

"Annual Percentage Rate as of 11/7/2025. Rates subject to change without notice. Not all applicants will qualify for the lowest rate or be

approved. Membership eligibility requirements apply. Account holder must live, work, worship, or attend school in Androscoggin, Cumberland, .. o . ..
Lincoln, Oxford, Sagadahoc, or York counties, or have an immediate relative who meets our field of membership requirements. Advertised rate is *All homeowners eligible for rebates up to $4,000. Verified income-eligible

based on risk based & relationship pricing discounts. For more information, visit egcu.org/auto. homeowners qualify for rebates up to $8,000. See efficiencymaine.com for details.
Evergreen Credit Union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration. !
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No contracts. No data cap. ‘=& 5y Starting at
10x faster than cable. AN\ $30/mo

Check availability
1.888.805.5275

FidiumFiber.com/GetFastFiber

IT FEELS LIKE FI

fi d ium Bg

flber Internet Provider in Maine

*Offer available to residential customers only. Terms and conditions apply.




