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Perspective
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Evergreen Valley
College’s nursing
class posts perfect
100 pass rate
SEE PAGE 9

San Jose mayor
opposes billionaire
tax proposal

By Keith Menconi
San José Spotlight

S
an Jose Mayor Matt Mahan has come out
against a controversial proposal to cre‐
ate a “billionaire tax” in California. Back‐

ers see it as a means of filling a massive deficit
facing the state’s health care system.

In a nearly 300‐word thread posted to X
Monday, Mahan warned if passed by voters,
the pending statewide ballot measure would
drive wealthy entrepreneurs out of California,
sapping the state’s tax base and undermining
its economic dynamism.

“We need a rising economic tide to lift all boats,
not a political plan that will sink California’s
innovation economy,” Mahan wrote.

The post is just the latest example of Mahan
chiming in on a hot‐button statewide policy
issue, amid speculation that he is considering
a run for governor this November. The mayor’s
office has consistently downplayed such

rumors.
The proposed measure would impose a one‐

time, 5% wealth tax on about 200 Californi‐
ans who hold more than $1 billion in assets,
backers said.

The October announcement of the ballot
measure campaign has set off a political
firestorm that has only intensified with time.
In recent weeks, a number of wealthy Cali‐
fornians have responded with threats to move
their homes and assets to other states. Mean‐

while, prominent California Democrats have
staked out opposing positions on both sides
of the issue.

“We believe billionaires can pay a modest
wealth tax so working class Californians have
the Medicaid your party cut,” Khanna wrote
in an X post responding to criticism from
Republican Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas.

Khanna is referencing pending cuts that stem
from President Donald Trump’s One Big 

See BILLIONAIRES, page 9

San Jose Mayor Matt Mahan has spoken out on social media against a proposed ballot measure to tax
billionaires in California. File photo.

Fligor wins race
for Santa Clara
County assessor
Kumar congratulates 
Fligor in a phone call

By William Bellou
Publisher 

L
os Altos Vice Mayor Neysa Fligor is the
victor in a special election to become the
next Santa Clara County assessor, defeat‐

ing tech entrepreneur Rishi Kumar in the Dec.
30   runoff race.

Kumar conceded defeat late Tuesday night
in a statement expressing gratitude to his sup‐
porters and volunteers.

Fligor apparently won over her voters with
her deep‐seated experience as the current
assistant assessor. Now she is poised to suc‐
ceed her former boss Larry Stone, who
announced in June that he will be stepping
down after three decades in the assessor’s role. 

Fligor garnered 66% of the vote, according

to Santa Clara County Registrar’s Office. Kumar,
who finished second in the November 4 asses‐
sor election, picked up 35% of the vote. He for‐
merly served on the Saratoga City Council. 

He finished second in the Nov. 4 election for
the assessor position. Because none of the four
candidates in the race received more than 50%
of the votes, the top two vote‐getters squared
off in the Dec. 30 runoff.

Early results showed Fligor with a com‐
manding lead of more than 108,000 votes and
Kumar with more than 56,000 votes. 

“The people of Santa Clara County have spo‐
ken, and I respect the outcome. I have conveyed
my congratulations to Neysa on a solid victo‐
ry,” Kumar wrote.

Fligor also thanked her supporters as she 
See FLIGOR, page 7

Neysa Fligor won the Dec. 30 runoff to become the new Santa Clara County assessor. Photo courtesy
of Los Altos City Council.

Major
changes
coming to
schools 
Priorities include 
gender‑neutral bath‑
rooms, healthier food,
protections from 
immigration raids and
less smartphone use

By Sean Eastwood
Times Media staff reporter 

C
alifornia schools are imple‐
menting new education laws
this year affecting 5.8 mil‐

lion K‐12 students, introducing
cell phone restrictions, protec‐
tions for immigrant families, gen‐
der‐neutral bathrooms, and
healthier meal options.

New education law changes fol‐
low recent challenges such as
declining enrollment and federal
scrutiny over diversity, equity,
and inclusion efforts. 

Senate Bill 760 requires all
schools to offer at least one gen‐
der‐neutral bathroom which was
signed by Governor Newsom in
2023.

The law requires the bathroom
to be open to students of all gen‐
ders, unlocked and readily acces‐
sible. It does not apply to cam‐
puses that have only one boys’
and one girls’ bathroom, nor does
it include kindergarten and tran‐
sitional kindergarten students.
Schools can redesign any existing
bathroom to meet the require‐
ment.

See SCHOOLS, page 7
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WATER-WISE
Bird Watching in San Jose:
A January Perspective

By Matthew Frazier

J
anuary is a fantastic time for bird enthusiasts,
as the region offers a rich tapestry of year‐
round residents and wintering birds.

Situated in the heart of Santa Clara
County, San Jose features a diverse
habitat that attracts a wide range of
bird species. From raptors soaring
high in the sky to the gentle flutters
of sparrows and warblers, the bird‐
ing opportunities are plentiful. Local
birding alliances not only encourage
the passion for birdwatching but also
engage the community through events
and annual reports detailing season‐
al sightings.

Common Birds Seen in January
During January, a variety of birds

can be observed, categorized into
year‐round residents and winter
migrants. Understanding these categories is cru‐
cial for birdwatchers seeking to enhance their field
experience.

Year‑Round Residents
These birds are a constant presence, delighting

birders throughout the year with their unique calls
and behaviors. Among the most commonly spot‐
ted year‐round residents in San Jose are:

Finches and Sparrows: The House Finch is a fre‐
quent visitor to backyards, often seen at feeders,
while the Lesser Goldfinch captures attention with
its vibrant colors. The California Towhee and Spot‐
ted Towhee are ground foragers, easily recognized
by their distinctive calls and plumage. Meanwhile,

the Dark‐eyed Junco, especially prevalent in win‐
ter, forages in flocks on the ground, adding to the
seasonal ambiance.

Jays and Crows: The California Scrub‐Jay, iden‐
tifiable by its bright blue and gray coloring, is a
familiar sight in parks and residential areas. The
American Crow, with its intelligent and adaptable
nature, frequently engages in vocal displays.

Woodpeckers and Nuthatches: Nuttall Wood‐
pecker and Acorn Woodpecker can often be spot‐

ted working on trees, while the White‐
breasted and Pygmy Nuthatches pro‐
vide curious observations as they flit
around searching for insects.

Titmice and Chickadees: The Oak
Titmouse, with its distinctive tuft, and
the Chestnut‐backed Chickadee,
known for its playful demeanor and
sweet calls, are seasonal highlights
that often visit feeders.

Other Common Birds: Birdwatch‐
ers can also spot Anna's Humming‐
bird, Black Phoebe, Mourning Dove,
American Robin, Bewick's Wren,
Bushtit, and Wrentit throughout Jan‐

uary, showcasing the region’s vibrant birdlife.
Winter Residents and Migrants
As colder weather sweeps through, a variety of

migratory species return to the San Jose area.
These birds add a dynamic aspect to the winter
birding experience:

Sparrows: The White‐crowned Sparrow stands
out with its striking head patterns, while the Gold‐
en‐crowned Sparrow adds a touch of vibrancy.
Fox Sparrows are known for their ground‐feed‐
ing habits and melodious songs.

Warblers and Kinglets: Warblers such as the
Yellow‐rumped Warbler and Townsend's War‐
bler are frequently seen flitting among the branch‐

es. The Ruby‐crowned Kinglet, with its acrobatic
movements, brings additional excitement as it
hunts for insects.

Raptors: January is an excellent time for spot‐
ting raptors, including Cooper's Hawks, Red‐tailed
Hawks, Northern Harriers, and Merlins. Golden
Eagles and Great Horned Owls may also grace the
skies and parks, providing thrilling glimpses of
these magnificent birds.

Other Winter Visitors: Look for Cedar Waxwings,
Hermit Thrushes, and Northern Flickers.  water‐
fowl, gulls, and shorebirds can also be found in
suitable habitats, creating opportunities for var‐
ied birdwatching.

Birding Resources and Events
For enthusiasts eager to deepen their under‐

standing, the Santa Clara Valley Bird Alliance is a
vital resource. They provide community science
opportunities, local checklists, and participate in
monthly sighting reports. Engaging with this
alliance can enrich birdwatching experience and
connect individuals with fellow bird lovers.

Additionally, the alliance organizes events that
encourage participation and foster awareness of
local bird populations. These are not only fun
but also informative, as they allow participants
to share their findings and learn from seasoned
birders.

To enhance field identification skills, the Mer‐
lin Bird ID app from the Cornell Lab of Ornithol‐
ogy offers an innovative approach to real‐time
bird recognition. Using this app helps users accu‐
rately identify species in the field, making every
birding outing more productive.

Local Christmas Bird Counts, typically held in
January, offer a comprehensive snapshot of the
bird populations across the region. These counts
engage community members and provide critical
data for understanding trends in avian populations.

Water Wise
Matthew Frazier,
Certified Water 

Manager
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Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping rates 

will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for sale 
in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 12/31/25.  |  25M8656  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 oz.) 
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.) 
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  8  FREEFREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 oz.)
79797SXA    separately $227.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE    

$8999

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe2931  
1.855.579.3217

61% OFF

WHEN YOU WANT
THE BEST
YOU WANT OMAHA STEAKS

You’ll love it or 
your money back!

– MAKES A –
GREAT GIFT
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Saratoga 
Symphony 
presents 
‘Psychology
Tonight’ 

By Sean Eastwood
Times staff writer

E
njoy a classical music orchestra con‐
cert free to the public with exciting
rhythms and beautiful melodies Sat‐

urday, January 17, at 7:30 p.m. at West Val‐

ley Presbyterian Church, 6191 Bollinger Rd.,
Cupertino, CA.

The music program features two com‐
posers, with a waltz (Valse Chevaleresque)
and Symphony No. 4 by Sibelius, and Rach‐
maninoff’s Piano Concerto No. 2. 

Internationally acclaimed pianist Tama‐
mi Honma is the special soloist for the piano
concerto.  This program’s music was com‐
posed in the late Romantic Music Period.  

Conductor Dr. Jason Klein talks about each
music piece for the audience before it is per‐
formed.  This adds pleasure to the concert. 

Saratoga Symphony: https://saratoga
symphony.org

Tamami Honma, Piano Soloist   https://
tamamihonma.com

Editor’s note: This is a FREE concert.  Dona‑
tions are appreciated.  NO tickets or reser‑
vations are required.  Children may attend.
Wheelchair accessible.  Doors open at 6:30
pm.  Free parking.



Schools
Continued from page 1

The mandate comes amid years
of debate across the Bay Area and
beyond over gender‐neutral bath‐
rooms and locker rooms. 

Protections from immigration
enforcement activity

In September, Newsom signed a
first‐of‐its‐kind law prohibiting fed‐
eral law enforcement and immi‐
gration officers from concealing
their identities and barring their
access to schools and health care
facilities without a warrant or court
order.

Two additional measures —
Assembly Bill 49 and Senate Bill 98
— further expanded those protec‐
tions.

AB 49, also known as the Cali‐
fornia Safe Haven Schools Act, pro‐
hibits school employees from allow‐
ing immigration officers onto cam‐
puses or sharing student informa‐
tion without a warrant or court
order. When officers are permitted
on campus, the law restricts them
to areas where students are not
present. The Santa Clara County
Office of Education and the Santa
Clara County Board of Education
co‐sponsored the bill.

Another law, Assembly Bill 495
— the Family Preparedness Plan Act
— expands who can make deci‐
sions for children if their parents
are detained or deported. As of this
past Thursday, adults related to a
child by blood or adoption within
five generations can be authorized
to enroll a child in school or make
medical decisions about their care
on campus.

Ultra‑processed food ban
Under a first‐in‐the‐nation law,

Assembly Bill 1264, California
schools will begin phasing out “par‐
ticularly harmful” ultra‐processed
foods from student meals. The state
has until July 1 to define which foods
fall under that category. Schools
will then have until 2029 to begin
removing restricted items from
meals and beverages, with a full
prohibition taking effect by 2035.

Cellphone restrictions
Schools must limit or ban smart‐

phone use on school campuses by
July 1 under Assembly Bill 3216 —
also known as the Phone‐Free
School Act. Newsom signed the leg‐
islation in 2024, making California
the sixth state to restrict cellphone
use in schools. The law allows dis‐
tricts to craft their own policies,
leaving decisions about enforce‐
ment and exemptions — such as for
medical needs or emergencies —
to local leaders.

Easier college admissions
Eligible California high school sen‐

iors will be automatically admitted
to participating California State Uni‐
versity campuses through a new
direct‐admission program created
under Senate Bill 640. The program

will notify students who have com‐
pleted required coursework and
met GPA thresholds, offering admis‐
sion to one of 16 participating cam‐
puses, but not necessarily a stu‐
dent’s campus of choice.

The law also directs the Califor‐
nia Community Colleges system to
develop programs that streamline
transfers to four‐year universities.

Expanded mental health
resources for LGBTQ+ students

Beginning July 1, student ID cards
for grades 7 through 12 and pub‐
lic universities must include a 24/7
crisis hotline operated by the
Trevor Project, which provides sui‐
cide prevention and mental health
support to LGBTQ+ youth.

Student ID cards are already
required to list suicide prevention
and domestic violence hotlines. The
change comes after the Trump
administration cut funding for spe‐
cialized national crisis hotline serv‐
ices for LGBTQ+ youth over the
summer.

Efforts to address antisemitism

and discrimination
One of the most contentious laws

taking effect this year, Assembly
Bill 715, creates a new Office of Civil
Rights and establishes a first‐in‐
the‐nation statewide Antisemitism
Prevention Coordinator, who will
track and report incidents of anti‐
semitism in schools and advise dis‐

tricts on prevention and response
strategies.

Faculty and teacher unions
strongly opposed the bill, warning
it could chill free speech and aca‐
demic inquiry. Supporters argue
the measure provides long‐over‐
due oversight and consistency in
how schools address antisemitism.
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Fligor
Continued from page 1
celebrated her election victory.

“Thank you so much to everyone
who voted and who helped with
this campaign. Your support means
so much to me and my team. I look
forward to being your next Santa
Clara County Assessor!” Fligor said
in a statement.

The Santa Clara County Asses‐
sor’s office is responsible for assess‐
ing the property values that make
up the county’s more than $700
billion real estate rolls. Such assess‐
ments — which determine prop‐
erty taxes — have profound impli‐
cations for residents as well as the
county’s schools and social safety
net programs that rely on proper‐
ty tax revenue.

Fligor’s campaign has fundraised
$420,000, according to campaign
finance filings. Kumar has raised
$50,000, with nearly $20,000 raised
after the Nov. 4 special election,
according to his campaign’s latest
Dec. 28 fundraising disclosures.

The turnout for the runoff elec‐
tion was relatively low, with the
registrar estimating that about
15.5% of the county’s roughly 1
million voters casting ballots.

Matt Moreles, the county’s regis‐
trar of voters, said in a statement
that the election was “unique in
many respects, not least of which
was the challenge of conducting an
election during the holiday season.”

“This was the first time in our
county’s history that voting loca‐
tions were open for voting on
Christmas Day,” Moreles said in the
statement. “The timing of this elec‐
tion was also challenging because
it followed so closely after the
November statewide special elec‐
tion.”

Kumar said he’ll continue to cam‐
paign for a ballot initiative to
exempt seniors from property
taxes.

“Our commitment does not
waver,” Kumar said. “We will
remain a fearless voice for truth,
accountability and good gover‐
nance.”

Times 
Advertising

Works!
Call 

(408) 494-7000 
for more 

information 
or rates.
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Assemblymember Chris Ward
launches new push to protect
Californians’ data privacy 

A
ssemblymember Ward held a press
conference on January 6 to announce
the reintroduction of legislation to

ban the sale of geolocation data, the intro‐
duction of new legislation to strengthen
protection for sensitive personal data, and
continued efforts to advance AB 1337, cur‐
rently a two‐year bill in the Senate Judi‐

ciary Committee. 
The event brought together consumer

advocates, civil rights organizations, and
privacy experts to highlight the growing
risks posed by the unchecked collection,
sale, and misuse of Californians’ personal
information. 

The press conference included state‐
ments from privacy experts to underscore
the urgency of protecting Californians’ per‐
sonal information from misuse, exploita‐
tion, and sale without consent. 

IN REMEMBRANCE
Sam Henry Edward Seibert
August 26, 1919 ‑ November 30, 2025

S
am Henry Edward Seibert, born August 26,1919
in Molson, Washington, passed away peacefully
at his residence in San Jose on November 30,

2025, at the age of 106. 
Sam honorably served in the United States Navy dur‐

ing World War II and subsequently had a distinguished
30‐year career with the San Jose Fire Department, retir‐
ing at the rank of Captain. Following his retirement, he
remained actively involved with the San Jose Fire Muse‐
um, which encourages donations in his memory.

Sam will be missed by many but forgotten by none.
Services were held on January 6, 2026, at the San

Jose Fire Museum. 

San Jose shopping
cart crackdown
could be costly

By Keith Menconi
San José Spotlight

A
s part of a year‐long effort to rein in
San Jose’s problem with abandoned
shopping carts, the city has been

reviewing proposals to hire a company to
retrieve and return carts to grocery stores.

A three‐month pilot program shows such
a retrieval service could easily recoup its
costs through fees charged to grocers. How‐
ever, the hundreds of thousands of dollars
in projected upfront expenses has made some
council members squeamish.

“We have a challenging budget year, next
year. We’re going to be in service preserva‐
tion mode as a council,” District 8 Coun‐
cilmember Domingo Candelas said during
Tuesday’s City Council meeting.

While Councilmembers didn’t approve any
specific action during the pilot program
review, officials are working on proposals for
a permanent program that could launch as
soon as next summer — if approved.

It would mark the latest effort to deal with
the vexing shopping cart abandonment prob‐
lem that has plagued San Jose for decades.

“The thousands of carts that are lost every
year and scattered across sidewalks and
parks and our trails and waterways are not
just a visible quality of life issue for our res‐
idents, not just an eyesore, but they actual‐
ly really damage the environment,” Mayor
Matt Mahan said at the meeting.

The $32,000 pilot program, carried out
between August and November, saw the city
partner with the company carTrac to retrieve
734 carts strewn about certain target areas.
Officials project scaling up the program across
the entire city would cost $686,000 each year
and likely pull in more than 12,800 carts.

Earlier this year, city staff warned state
regulations would make it hard for San Jose
to recoup the expenses from such a program.
Those include rules that limit the fees Cali‐
fornia cities can charge retailers for cart

retrievals.
However, state Sen. Dave Cortese’s Senate

Bill 753, signed into law in October with
backing from San Jose, has loosened those
regulations. The measure has increased the
maximum fines cities can impose on grocers
with lost carts from $50 to $100 for each cart
retrieved. It also removed the state’s require‐
ment that cities maintain an impound lot for
recovered shopping carts.

If San Jose were to set its retrieval fine at
$100, staff estimated that a city‐wide recov‐
ery program would draw in $1.3 million each
year, far more than the program’s projected
expense. However, the city would still face
upfront costs to get the program up and run‐
ning, including the need to pay for staff to
oversee the effort, officials said.

“That’s really the value in the pilot is being
able to dig through the couch cushions to
find resources, so we could experiment and
see what it looked like,” Chris Burton, direc‐
tor of Planning Building and Code Enforce‐
ment, said at the meeting. “And it is a suc‐
cessful program.”

Councilmembers already passed a policy
in May that strengthens oversight regula‐
tions for the city’s retailers. The new rules
require stores with 76 or more shopping
carts to carry out enhanced measures to pre‐
vent cart losses, such as installing theft‐pre‐
vention devices, requiring customers to pay
a deposit for using a cart or paying a cart
retrieval service directly to recover their lost
carts.

The city’s shopping cart crackdown has
faced opposition from local retailers and
industry groups. They have warned that by
tightening regulations, the city is imposing
added costs on grocery stores that will be
passed along to residents.

San Jose grocer Lupe Lopez, who owns
Arteaga’s Food Center, argued in an op‐ed
piece for the Mercury News that Cortese’s
state law fails to address the root problems
that lead some people to steal carts, includ‐
ing a lack of transportation.

“It’s a shame the city couldn’t have focused
its efforts on legislation to offer support to
those in need, not drive up grocery costs,”
Lopez wrote.

San Jose is weighing implementing a shopping cart retrieval program that would charge retailers for
abandoned carts. File photo.
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By William Bellou
Publisher 

E
vergreen Valley College's 2025
Spring nursing class of 34 nurses
posted a perfect 100 percent NCLEX

pass rate for the fifth quarter in a row.
The perfect 100 percent pass rate is an

extraordinary milestone that reflects the
sustained excellence of its program, said
Niall Adler, spokesperson.  “An even more
impressive statistic, the three‐year NCLEX
success rate is that 160 out of 162 students

passed on the first attempt, placing EVC
Nursing among the strongest programs
in the state and nation.” 

According to the California Board of
Nursing, the first‐time NCLEX‐RN pass
rate for graduates statewide is 85.7 per‐
cent.

All 34 Spring 2025 graduates passed the
NCLEX on their first try, and the Fall 2025
graduates, who were pinned in Decem‐
ber, are now actively preparing and will
be testing soon. 

Evergreen Valley College’s nursing class celebrates their perfect 100 pass rate for the fifth quarter
in a row. Photo courtesy of Evergreen Valley College. 

Evergreen Valley College’s nursing
class posts perfect 100 pass rate



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 10 n ALMADEN TIMES n JAN. 16 - JAN. 29, 2026

Mausoleum Crypt for sale Gutter Cleaning/Roof Repair

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

Jewelry

Painting

I Buy Comic Books.
Cash Paid. Alex 
(408) 393‑1385

Buy/Sell

TimesClassifieds

Employment

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST
Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's in

International Trade related. $62421/yr, 
Pumyang Shipping America

Inc., 3494 Depot Rd, 
Hayward, CA 94545

Reflections Mausoleum 
For sale 254C double crypt in the beauti-
ful Refections Mausoleum at Los Gatos
Memorial Park. The crypt is a perfect
location, just above eye level.  Price:
29,500. The Cemetery will make all

transfers. (408) 455- 8696 Tony Ranieri;
OneGolfingWino@gmail.com

Shoe Repair

LIVING HOPE 
APOSTOLIC MIN-
ISTRIES
https://www.
livinghopeam.org
2650 Aborn Rd. 
San Jose, CA 95135
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Bible Study” (Group
Study Room) every
Saturday at 12:00pm
OUR MISSION: Evan-
gelizing our commu-
nity and the world
with the gospel of
Jesus Christ. OUR
MINISTRY:  Training
ministers on how to
use their love for God
to reach those in
need of His love.
OUR PASSION:
Transforming lives
within our community
with God’s love.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave.
San Jose, CA 95120.
The Rev. Shelley
Booth Denney, Rector
Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful
followers of Jesus
Christ. Through wor-
ship, study, fellow-

ship and outreach,
we strive to nur ture
and grow a strong
faith community of
believers, a family of
all ages, where each
member feels wel-
comed, loved, valued
and empowered to
serve. Children are
especially welcomed
and cherished as an
important par t of
God's family.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsan-
jose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum"
the English meaning is
"Peace be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who
are Muslims, and what
is the Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and
way of life. Islam
began in the 7th centu-
ry. People who follow
Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is
the Divine book that
guides Muslims to

practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English
meaning is " May Allah
(swt) protect you and
your family".
Please visit our website
to learn more.

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.Com
408-274-1200 
See you on Facebook.
2650 Aborn Rd at
Kettmann, across from
the Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 55 years. 
John Goldstein Pastor.
john@GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.com. Christian
worship every Sunday
at 11am. Together we
build better lives and a
better community.
Music Institute
(408)791 7772. After
School Piano, Violin,
Other classical Instru-
ments.
PreSchool, Ages 2-6
Caring for your child
with God’s love and
affection.
Check our website for
current activities.

HOLY SPIRIT
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our

promise to our mem-
bers. If you are looking
for an active Christian
faith community, we
invite you to experience
Holy Spirit Parish Com-
munity. All are wel-
come! We are located
at 1200 Redmond
Avenue, San Jose, CA
95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m.
Monday - Friday. Our
weekend Mass sched-
ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 6
p.m. Rite of Reconcilia-
tion is every Saturday
at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our
Parish Office is open
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
and Friday 9:00 a.m. -
3:00 p.m. Call 408-
997-5100 for recorded
information or 408-
997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. 

SAN JOSE 
GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148

The word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or
"student." A Sikh is a
practitioner of the faith
founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak
in Punjab of old British
India.  A Guru who is a
"teacher" or "enlighten-
er" completes the rela-
tionship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of
all men and women.
Sikhs believe in three
basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of
God (praying), earning
a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor
with others. Currently
there  are close to one
million Sikhs living in
the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs
living around the world.
Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome
all. We pray daily for
peace and prosperity
for everybody in the
world.  Come to visit
and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365
days of the year and
serves complementary
vegetarian meals.  We
also encourage you to
enter our history room

on site and walk the
beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us
and community events
we sponsor by visiting
our website;
http://www. SanJose-
Gurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF
ASSISI CATHOLIC
CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd.,
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1770
www.sfoasj.com
We invite you to join
our community of faith
located in the Ever-
green area of San
Jose. We are an inclu-
sive diverse communi-
ty striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus
Christ in the footsteps
of St. Francis, offering
prayerful and joyful
liturgies, evangeliza-
tion, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community.
We offer spiritual
opportunities for all
ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O Jr. High,
I.G.N.I.T.E. High
School, & North Star
Young Adult Ministries,
along with small faith
communities and
opportunities to help
the poor and marginal-
ized of San Jose.
Our Chapel, Gathering

Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
sion Center, Parish Gift
Shop, and Memorial
Garden are all located
at 5111 San Felipe Rd.
Please come join us in
worship at any of the
following times in our
Chapel: Weekdays (M-
Sa) at 8:30 AM; Satur-
days at 4:00 PM (Eng-
lish) and 5:30 PM
(Vietnamese); Sundays
at 8:00 AM (English),
10:00 AM (English),
12:00 PM (English),
4:00 PM (Vietnamese),
and 6:00 PM Youth
Mass (English). The
Villages Gated Com-
munity also features a
Mass on Sundays at
8:15 AM at the Cribari
Auditorium.
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Office open
M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00
PM. Come join us and

share your presence
with us so that together
we may grow and
share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

To place a worship 

listing, email 

times@

timesmediainc.com
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Billionaires
Continued from page 1
Beautiful Bill. In California, the
state stands to lose $30 billion
each year from the measure,
resulting in 3.4 million people los‐
ing Medi‐Cal coverage, according
to estimates from The California
Budget & Policy Center. The cam‐
paign behind the wealth tax — led
by Service Employees Interna‐
tional Union‐United Healthcare
Workers West (SEIU‐UHW), a
major statewide health care union
— said the $100 billion in pro‐
jected revenue from the measure
would provide a crucial buffer
against those looming cuts.

Supporters must collect nearly
850,000 signatures by June 24 for
the wealth tax to qualify for the
November ballot.

Khanna’s outspoken support for
the billionaire tax has earned him
fierce rebukes from a number of
tech industry leaders, a con‐
stituency the Silicon Valley rep‐
resentative has generally count‐
ed among his reliable supporters.
Mahan’s series of X posts does not
refer to Khanna.

Khanna’s office did not respond
to a request for comment. A rep‐
resentative for Mahan declined to
provide further comment beyond
the mayor’s X posts.

Mahan’s posts warned an exo‐
dus of wealthy entrepreneurs
would devastate California’s tax
base — which is heavily reliant
on high‐income earners — leav‐
ing middle‐class working house‐
holds to “pick up the tab.”

“I realize no one has sympathy
for billionaires. But the truth is —
they don’t have to, and many
won’t, stay here if this tax is imple‐
mented,” Mahan wrote. “The peo‐
ple who lose in the long run are
California families who will be
asked to foot more of the bill for
government services and infra‐
structure.”

Responding to Mahan’s com‐
ments, a spokesperson for SEIU‐
UHW accused the mayor of mis‐
understanding the underlying
funding problem the proposed tax

is intended to solve.
“He must be misinformed —

because the goal of this measure
is to save hospitals and keep ERs
open, prevent higher health care
costs, and protect health care for
all Californians, including children,
seniors and people with disabili‐
ties,” Suzanne Jimenez, the labor
organization’s chief of staff, told
San José Spotlight. “Without this
measure, higher health care costs
will be shifted onto millions of Cal‐
ifornians, many of whom are
already struggling with skyrock‐
eting health care and prescription
costs.”

In his posts, Mahan — who
recently launched a statewide
Back to Basics initiative focused
on promoting “common sense”
policy fixes to the state’s prob‐
lems — also questioned the effi‐
cacy of imposing a new tax. He
argued that before taking this step,
California should first do more to
crack down on “waste, fraud and
abuse” in the health care system
and state government.

“Income inequality is a very real
issue and we need to address it
with real solutions — like closing
the massive loopholes nationally
that allow the wealthiest among
us to essentially never pay taxes
on many capital gains,” he said.
“But for California to go it alone
will be a disaster.”
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