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Major
changes
coming to
schools

Priorities include
gender-neutral bath-
rooms, healthier food,
protections from
immigration raids and
less smartphone use

By Sean Eastwood
Times Media staff reporter

alifornia schools are imple-
C menting new education laws

this year affecting 5.8 mil-
lion K-12 students, introducing
cell phone restrictions, protec-
tions for immigrant families, gen-
der-neutral bathrooms, and
healthier meal options.

New education law changes fol-
low recent challenges such as
declining enrollment and federal
scrutiny over diversity, equity,
and inclusion efforts.

Senate Bill 760 requires all
schools to offer at least one gen-
der-neutral bathroom which was
signed by Governor Newsom in
2023.

The law requires the bathroom
to be open to students of all gen-
ders, unlocked and readily acces-
sible. It does not apply to cam-
puses that have only one boys’
and one girls’ bathroom, nor does
itinclude kindergarten and tran-
sitional kindergarten students.
Schools canredesign any existing
bathroom to meet the require-
ment.

See SCHOOLS, page 7

San Jose mayor
opposes billionaire
tax proposal

By Keith Menconi
San José Spotlight
an Jose Mayor Matt Mahan has come out
Sagainst a controversial proposal to cre-
ate a “billionaire tax” in California. Back-
ers see it as a means of filling a massive deficit
facing the state’s health care system.

In a nearly 300-word thread posted to X
Monday, Mahan warned if passed by voters,
the pending statewide ballot measure would
drive wealthy entrepreneurs out of California,
sapping the state’s tax base and undermining
its economic dynamism.

“We need arising economictide to lift all boats,
not a political plan that will sink California’s
innovation economy,” Mahan wrote.

The post is just the latest example of Mahan
chiming in on a hot-button statewide policy
issue, amid speculation that he is considering
arun for governor this November. The mayor’s
office has consistently downplayed such

San Jose Mayor Matt Mahan has spoken out on social media against a proposed ballot measure to tax

billionaires in California. File photo.

rumors.

The proposed measure would impose a one-
time, 5% wealth tax on about 200 Californi-
ans who hold more than $1 billion in assets,
backers said.

The October announcement of the ballot
measure campaign has set off a political
firestorm that has only intensified with time.
In recent weeks, a number of wealthy Cali-
fornians have responded with threats to move
their homes and assets to other states. Mean-

while, prominent California Democrats have
staked out opposing positions on both sides
of the issue.

“We believe billionaires can pay a modest
wealth tax so working class Californians have
the Medicaid your party cut,” Khanna wrote
in an X post responding to criticism from
Republican Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas.

Khanna is referencing pending cuts that stem
from President Donald Trump’s One Big

See BILLIONAIRES, page 9

Fligor wins race
for Santa Clara
County assessor

Kumar congratulates

Fligor in a phone call

By William Bellou
Publisher
os Altos Vice Mayor Neysa Fligor is the
Lvictor in a special election to become the
next Santa Clara County assessor, defeat-
ing tech entrepreneur Rishi Kumar in the Dec.
30 runoff race.

Kumar conceded defeat late Tuesday night
in a statement expressing gratitude to his sup-
porters and volunteers.

Fligor apparently won over her voters with
her deep-seated experience as the current
assistant assessor. Now she is poised to suc-
ceed her former boss Larry Stone, who
announced in June that he will be stepping
down after three decades in the assessor’s role.

Fligor garnered 66% of the vote, according

Neysa Fligor won the Dec. 30 runoff to become the

of Los Altos City Council.

to Santa Clara County Registrar’s Office. Kumar,
who finished second in the November 4 asses-
sor election, picked up 35% of the vote. He for-
merly served on the Saratoga City Council.

He finished second in the Nov. 4 election for
the assessor position. Because none of the four
candidates in the race received more than 50%
of the votes, the top two vote-getters squared
off in the Dec. 30 runoff.

new Santa Clara County assessor. Photo courtesy

Early results showed Fligor with a com-
manding lead of more than 108,000 votes and
Kumar with more than 56,000 votes.

“The people of Santa Clara County have spo-
ken, and I respect the outcome. I have conveyed
my congratulations to Neysa on a solid victo-
ry,” Kumar wrote.

Fligor also thanked her supporters as she

See FLIGOR, page 7
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AN AWARD-WINNING _
LEARNING CENTER IN SAN JOSE

SATAREA (1 "::'i";j Academic Courses!
pareny /. 2021 Grades K - 12
*Online & In-Person

e Reading Comprehension

e Writing & Grammar Now EI].I'OlllIlg!
e Public Speaking & Debate 2026 Winter Classes
» Mathematics 2026 Summer Camps

e Logic & Critical Thinking
e Competitive Debate

e HSPT, PSAT & SAT Test Prep (408)839-5905
e Study Skills for Academic Success
e Test-Taking Strategies

Visit: SCAASanjose.com
for the complete schedule
of camps & classes!

BEST OF
THE BEST

HALL OF FAME
' PARENT

Silver Creek Academy
5619 Silver Creek Valley Road
San Jose, CA 95138
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WATER-WISE
Bird Watching in San Jose:
A January Perspective

By Matthew Frazier
anuary is a fantastic time for bird enthusiasts,
as the region offers a rich tapestry of year-
round residents and wintering birds.
Situated in the heart of Santa Clara

the Dark-eyed Junco, especially prevalent in win-
ter, forages in flocks on the ground, adding to the
seasonal ambiance.

Jays and Crows: The California Scrub-Jay, iden-
tifiable by its bright blue and gray coloring, is a
familiar sight in parks and residential areas. The
American Crow, with its intelligent and adaptable
nature, frequently engages in vocal displays.

Woodpeckers and Nuthatches: Nuttall Wood-
pecker and Acorn Woodpecker can often be spot-
ted working on trees, while the White-

County, San Jose features a diverse
habitat that attracts a wide range of
bird species. From raptors soaring
high in the sky to the gentle flutters
of sparrows and warblers, the bird-
ing opportunities are plentiful. Local
birding alliances not only encourage
the passion for birdwatching butalso
engage the community through events
and annual reports detailing season-
al sightings.

Common Birds Seen in January

During January, a variety of birds
can be observed, categorized into
year-round residents and winter
migrants. Understanding these categories is cru-
cial for birdwatchers seeking to enhance their field
experience.

Year-Round Residents

These birds are a constant presence, delighting
birders throughout the year with their unique calls
and behaviors. Among the most commonly spot-
ted year-round residents in San Jose are:

Finches and Sparrows: The House Finchis a fre-
quent visitor to backyards, often seen at feeders,
while the Lesser Goldfinch captures attention with
its vibrant colors. The California Towhee and Spot-
ted Towhee are ground foragers, easily recognized
by their distinctive calls and plumage. Meanwhile,

Water Wise

Matthew Frazier,
Certified Water
Manager

breasted and Pygmy Nuthatches pro-
vide curious observations as they flit
around searching for insects.

Titmice and Chickadees: The Oak
Titmouse, with its distinctive tuft, and
the Chestnut-backed Chickadee,
known for its playful demeanor and
sweet calls, are seasonal highlights
that often visit feeders.

Other Common Birds: Birdwatch-
ers can also spot Anna's Humming-
bird, Black Phoebe, Mourning Dove,
American Robin, Bewick's Wren,
Bushtit, and Wrentit throughout Jan-
uary, showcasing the region’s vibrant birdlife.

Winter Residents and Migrants

As colder weather sweeps through, a variety of
migratory species return to the San Jose area.
These birds add a dynamic aspect to the winter
birding experience:

Sparrows: The White-crowned Sparrow stands
outwith its striking head patterns, while the Gold-
en-crowned Sparrow adds a touch of vibrancy.
Fox Sparrows are known for their ground-feed-
ing habits and melodious songs.

Warblers and Kinglets: Warblers such as the
Yellow-rumped Warbler and Townsend's War-
bler are frequently seen flitting among the branch-

es. The Ruby-crowned Kinglet, with its acrobatic
movements, brings additional excitement as it
hunts for insects.

Raptors: January is an excellent time for spot-
tingraptors, including Cooper's Hawks, Red-tailed
Hawks, Northern Harriers, and Merlins. Golden
Eagles and Great Horned Owls may also grace the
skies and parks, providing thrilling glimpses of
these magnificent birds.

Other Winter Visitors: Look for Cedar Waxwings,
Hermit Thrushes, and Northern Flickers. water-
fowl, gulls, and shorebirds can also be found in
suitable habitats, creating opportunities for var-
ied birdwatching.

Birding Resources and Events

For enthusiasts eager to deepen their under-
standing, the Santa Clara Valley Bird Alliance is a
vital resource. They provide community science
opportunities, local checklists, and participate in
monthly sighting reports. Engaging with this
alliance can enrich birdwatching experience and
connect individuals with fellow bird lovers.

Additionally, the alliance organizes events that
encourage participation and foster awareness of
local bird populations. These are not only fun
but also informative, as they allow participants
to share their findings and learn from seasoned
birders.

To enhance field identification skills, the Mer-
lin Bird ID app from the Cornell Lab of Ornithol-
ogy offers an innovative approach to real-time
bird recognition. Using this app helps users accu-
rately identify species in the field, making every
birding outing more productive.

Local Christmas Bird Counts, typically held in
January, offer a comprehensive snapshot of the
bird populations across the region. These counts
engage community members and provide critical
data for understanding trends in avian populations.

108-289-9442

Total RV Repair Service

Complete Parts Service & Repair

It’s easy & FREE
to get rid of your junk

over A
SAN JOSE

CAPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY

Environmental Services

SJenvironment.org/junkpickup

JOSE, CA Report illegal dumping: 408-535-3500

Help keep our neighborhood clean!
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ATTENTION(GOLEERS

Play golf on a Spectacular Championship 18 hole golf course
for ONLY. . .. $34.00

The Villages Golf & Country Club
Homes ranging from $500,000 to $1.7 million

- Enjoy Country Club Living in this 55+ Gated Community

‘ Other Amenities:
- Tennis - Pickle Ball - Bocce - Pools - Hiking - Billiards
Fine & Casual Dining in our Clubhouse & Bistro

]

A % ")v, ome for a Tour ~ Stay for a Lifetime

kw SILICON :
VALLEY

KELLERWILLIAMS.
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WHEN YOU WANT
THE BEST

YOU WANT OMAHA STEAKS

- MAKES A -
GREAT GIFT

?.,
i L N5

9

Butcher's Deluxe Package
Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 0z.)
Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 0z.)
Boneless Pork Chops (5 0z.)
Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z,
Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 o0z.)

Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)
FREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 oz.)

79797SXA  separately $22794

SPECIAL INTRgDUtC'iORY PRICE 38999

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe2931
1.855.579.3217 | Ask for Offer 79797SXA

(- S NN N N

<{ ACTIVE ADULTS 50+ Z

The_Almaden Senior Association is a diverse group of enthusiastic
active adults 50+ who enjoy new learning opportunities, new
experiences, and new adventures. Join us today. Meet new people
and get involved with classes and programs that will enhance your
fife and open new doors.

Soup Party, Saturday January 24, 2026, Noon
Join us for all you can eat soup until they are gone. Four homemade soups
served with fresh bread and dessert. The soups will be...

» Corn Chowder, (Gluten Free)

« Chicken Taco Bean, (Gluten Free, Lactose Free)

» Tuscan Sausage, (Gluten Free, Lactose Free)

« Pumpkin Butternut Squash. (Gluten Free, Lactose Free, Vegan)
Tickets go on sale Monday, January 5th from 8am-10am and every M/W/F in
the Almaden Community Center lobby
$14, Cash or check, For more info call Jeanne at 408-425-5723

Save The Date, Steinbeck Museum, Thursday March 5, 2026
Travel with us to the Steinbeck Museum in Salinas with lunch at The
Steinbeck House. We'll go by bus from the community center to Salinas for a
tour of the Steinbeck Museum. Afterward we will have lunch at Steinbeck's
childhood home a block away from the museum. Along with lunch, a docent
will tell us about the house and Steinbeck’s life there as a young boy. Time,
price and start of ticket sales to be announced.

All events and trips are for those 50 years and over.
Payments are cash or check only (sorry no refunds).

Almaden Senior Association
at the Almaden Community Center
6445 Camden Avenue, San Jose, CA 95120
https://almadenseniors.org
https://www.facebook.com/almadenseniors

Saratoga
Symphony
presents
‘Psychology
Tonight'

By Sean Eastwood
Times staff writer
njoy a classical music orchestra con-
E cert free to the public with exciting
rhythms and beautiful melodies Sat-
urday, January 17, at 7:30 p.m. at West Val-

ley Presbyterian Church, 6191 Bollinger Rd,,
Cupertino, CA.

The music program features two com-
posers, with a waltz (Valse Chevaleresque)
and Symphony No. 4 by Sibelius, and Rach-
maninoff’s Piano Concerto No. 2.

Internationally acclaimed pianist Tama-
miHonma is the special soloist for the piano
concerto. This program’s music was com-
posed in the late Romantic Music Period.

Conductor Dr.Jason Klein talks about each
music piece for the audience before itis per-
formed. This adds pleasure to the concert.

Saratoga Symphony: https://saratoga
symphony.org

Tamami Honma, Piano Soloist https://
tamamihonma.com

Editor’s note: Thisis a FREE concert. Dona-
tions are appreciated. NO tickets or reser-
vations are required. Children may attend.
Wheelchair accessible. Doors open at 6:30
pm. Free parking.

March 5, 2026
1 k Center &
Lunch at Steinbeck House Restaurant

‘Lunch al the Gteinkeck House Reatouwvuont

The day begins with a bus trip to the National Steinbeck Center and
Museum in Salinas for a docent guided tour of the museum displaying the
interesting life and literary accomplishments of John Steinbeck, the Nobel
Prize winning author of many award-winning books including East of Eden
and Grapes of Wrath.

Then go on the bus or walk two blocks to the Steinbeck House, John
Steinbeck's boyhood home, for a delicious lunch along with a docent talk
about the history of the house and Steinbeck's early days there. Enjoy a 3-
course meal including Salad, Entree and Dessert (menu to be announced,
vegetarian option available).

Arrive: 8:45am

Depart: 9:00 am

Return: Around 4:30 pm

Cost:  $100 check or cash

Includes: Transportation, Museum Entry, 3 Course Lunch

Sign up M,W.F 8am to 10am at the Almaden Community Center

Questions: Richard 408 219-8641 or Ann 408 221-8205




SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ® ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Times Local News

ALMADEN TIMES = JAN. 16 - JAN. 29, 2026 ® PAGE 7

Schools

Continued from page 1

The mandate comes amid years
of debate across the Bay Area and
beyond over gender-neutral bath-
rooms and locker rooms.

Protections from immigration
enforcement activity

In September, Newsom signed a
first-of-its-kind law prohibiting fed-
eral law enforcement and immi-
gration officers from concealing
their identities and barring their
access to schools and health care
facilities withouta warrant or court
order.

Two additional measures —
Assembly Bill 49 and Senate Bill 98
— further expanded those protec-
tions.

AB 49, also known as the Cali-
fornia Safe Haven Schools Act, pro-
hibits school employees from allow-
ing immigration officers onto cam-
puses or sharing student informa-
tion without a warrant or court
order.When officers are permitted
on campus, the law restricts them
to areas where students are not
present. The Santa Clara County
Office of Education and the Santa
Clara County Board of Education
co-sponsored the bill.

Another law, Assembly Bill 495
— the Family Preparedness Plan Act
— expands who can make deci-
sions for children if their parents
are detained or deported. As of this
past Thursday, adults related to a
child by blood or adoption within
five generations can be authorized
to enroll a child in school or make
medical decisions about their care
on campus.

Ultra-processed food ban

Under a first-in-the-nation law,
Assembly Bill 1264, California
schools will begin phasing out “par-
ticularly harmful” ultra-processed
foods from student meals. The state
hasuntil July 1 to define which foods
fall under that category. Schools
will then have until 2029 to begin
removing restricted items from
meals and beverages, with a full
prohibition taking effect by 2035.

Cellphone restrictions

Schools must limit or ban smart-
phone use on school campuses by
July 1 under Assembly Bill 3216 —
also known as the Phone-Free
School Act. Newsom signed the leg-
islation in 2024, making California
the sixth state to restrict cellphone
use in schools. The law allows dis-
tricts to craft their own policies,
leaving decisions about enforce-
ment and exemptions — such as for
medical needs or emergencies —
to local leaders.

Easier college admissions

Eligible California high school sen-
iors will be automatically admitted
to participating California State Uni-
versity campuses through a new
direct-admission program created
under Senate Bill 640. The program

will notify students who have com-
pleted required coursework and
met GPA thresholds, offering admis-
sionto one of 16 participating cam-
puses, but not necessarily a stu-
dent’s campus of choice.

The law also directs the Califor-
nia Community Colleges system to
develop programs that streamline
transfers to four-year universities.

Expanded mental health
resources for LGBTQ+ students

BeginningJuly 1, studentID cards
for grades 7 through 12 and pub-
licuniversities mustinclude a 24 /7
crisis hotline operated by the
Trevor Project, which provides sui-
cide prevention and mental health
support to LGBTQ+ youth.

Student ID cards are already
required to list suicide prevention
and domestic violence hotlines. The
change comes after the Trump
administration cut funding for spe-
cialized national crisis hotline serv-
ices for LGBTQ+ youth over the
summer.

Efforts to address antisemitism

and discrimination

One of the most contentious laws
taking effect this year, Assembly
Bill 715, creates a new Office of Civil
Rights and establishes a first-in-
the-nation statewide Antisemitism
Prevention Coordinator, who will
track and report incidents of anti-
semitismin schools and advise dis-

tricts on prevention and response
strategies.

Faculty and teacher unions
strongly opposed the bill, warning
it could chill free speech and aca-
demic inquiry. Supporters argue
the measure provides long-over-
due oversight and consistency in
how schools address antisemitism.

Fligor
Continued from page 1
celebrated her election victory.

“Thank you so much to everyone
who voted and who helped with
this campaign. Your supportmeans
so much to me and my team. [ look
forward to being your next Santa
Clara County Assessor!” Fligor said
in a statement.

The Santa Clara County Asses-
sor’s officeisresponsible for assess-
ing the property values that make
up the county’s more than $700
billion real estate rolls. Such assess-
ments — which determine prop-
erty taxes — have profound impli-
cations for residents as well as the
county’s schools and social safety
net programs that rely on proper-
ty tax revenue.

Fligor’s campaign has fundraised
$420,000, according to campaign
finance filings. Kumar has raised
$50,000, with nearly $20,000 raised
after the Nov. 4 special election,
according to his campaign’s latest
Dec. 28 fundraising disclosures.

The turnout for the runoff elec-
tion was relatively low, with the
registrar estimating that about
15.5% of the county’s roughly 1
million voters casting ballots.

Matt Moreles, the county’s regis-
trar of voters, said in a statement
that the election was “unique in
many respects, not least of which
was the challenge of conducting an
election during the holiday season.”

“This was the first time in our
county’s history that voting loca-
tions were open for voting on
Christmas Day,” Moreles said in the
statement. “The timing of this elec-
tion was also challenging because
it followed so closely after the
November statewide special elec-
tion.”

Kumar said he’ll continue to cam-
paign for a ballot initiative to
exempt seniors from property
taxes.

“Our commitment does not
waver,” Kumar said. “We will
remain a fearless voice for truth,
accountability and good gover-
nance.”

Times
Advertising

Works!

Call
(408) 494-7000
for more
information
or rates.

FOUNDATION
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PRESENTED BY

Dan Caputo Company

California Water Service, Judy & Bernie Blegen, DGDG
Does Good, The Barbara & Paul Gentzkow Family,
The Klobnock Family, KPMG, Lathrop GPM,
Lexus Stevens Creek, Melody Walsh

Dr. Sonia Avilucea, California Bank of Commerce,
The Demkowski Family, Heritage Bank of Commerce,
Lissa Kreisler, Valley Water, Kirk Walukiewicz

Geronimo Desumala & Neal Gutierrez, Jon Honore,
Tracy & Daryl Nees, Vince Sunzeri and Corrine Fabie,
The Turner Soule Family, Camie & Tres VanKeuren,
Sutter Health Gould Medical Group - Arlaine
Barcelona Gutierrez, MD

HAPPY HOUR SPONSORS

Dr. Rouviere & Ben de Waal, Justin Fairchild, Kim & Brad

Guzules, The Pied Piper Exterminators, Tucker Construction

THANK YOU FROM HAPPY HOLLOW FOUNDATION

In appreciation of the generosity of sponsors, donors and friends who supported
the 2025 Hooray for Happy Hollow event benefiting Happy Hollow Park & Zoo.

PRESENTED BY

O T T
e
7

UNDERWRITERS & IN KIND DONORS

Breathe Together Yoga, Byington Vineyard, C'est Si Bon,
Campisi & Company, Dinsmore Landscaping, Dorothy
Scarpace, Dry Creek Grill, Fortino Winery, Giorgio's Italian,
Gunther's Restaurant & Catering, Happy Hollow
Foundation, Happy Hollow Park & Zoo, Higher Fire
Clayspace & Gallery, History San José, Icing on the Cake,
J. Lohr, Joe Escobar, Julie & Chris Henriques, Kendra Scott,
Kim & Bart Vostermans, Marilyn Payne, Palermo Italian
Restaurant, Paris Avenue, Picchetti Winery, Rancho del
Pueblo Golf Club, Rhonda Nourse & Patrick Crema, Richard
Nichols, Dr. Rouviere & Ben de Waal, Royal Wine & Spirits,
Safari West, San Francisco Pediatric Laser Acupuncture,
San Jose Barracuda, San Jose Giants, San José State
University Athletics, 5JSU Spartan Golf Complex, Sharks Ice,
Silver Creek Golf Club, Soquel Vineyards, TheatreWorks
Silicon Valley, Total Wine, Tracy & Daryl Nees, Tutu School
Willow Glen, Vardy's Jewelers

Happy Hollow Foundation is dedicated
to preserving and enhancing Happy
Hollow Park & Zoo so that it remains a

community asset that is highly valued
and accessible to all.
Scan the QR code to learn more!
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IN REMEMBRANCE

Sam Henry Edward Seibert
August 26, 1919 - November 30, 2025

in Molson, Washington, passed away peacefully

am Henry Edward Seibert, born August 26,1919 |
Sat his residence in San Jose on November 30,

2025, at the age of 106.

Sam honorably served in the United States Navy dur-
ingWorld War Il and subsequently had a distinguished
30-year career with the San Jose Fire Department, retir-
ing at the rank of Captain. Following his retirement, he
remained actively involved with the San Jose Fire Muse-
um, which encourages donations in his memory.

Sam will be missed by many but forgotten by none.

Services were held on January 6, 2026, at the San

Jose Fire Museum.

Assemblymember Chris Ward
launches new push to protect
Californians' data privacy

ssemblymember Ward held a press
Aconference on January 6 to announce

the reintroduction of legislation to
ban the sale of geolocation data, the intro-
duction of new legislation to strengthen
protection for sensitive personal data, and
continued efforts to advance AB 1337, cur-
rently a two-year bill in the Senate Judi-

ciary Committee.

The event brought together consumer
advocates, civil rights organizations, and
privacy experts to highlight the growing
risks posed by the unchecked collection,
sale, and misuse of Californians’ personal
information.

The press conference included state-
ments from privacy experts to underscore
the urgency of protecting Californians’ per-
sonal information from misuse, exploita-
tion, and sale without consent.

Camera Archive & Mapping ;

Helpful Tips:

+ Know how to download your camera
footage

« When mounting cameras, please be
aware of places where people may have
a reasonable expectation of privacy
(examples: their backyard or interior of
their home)

+ Focus and mount your video on key
points of entry or concern

« Exterior Mounting Location Options:
Front door, rear door, side gate,
driveway/front parking lot, second floor
wide view and street view.

+ Keep batteries charged in your cameras.

+ Consider lighting around your cameras.

For assistance call the
Crime Prevention Unit (408) 277-4133.

SAN JOSE POLICE DEPARTMENT
2017 W. Mission St.
San Jose, CA95110

Partner with the
San Jose Police Department
in fighting crime by registering
your camera today.

HOW TO REGISTER

+ Complete the registration form
through sjpd.org or scan the
QR code below.

» Ifacrime occurs in your
community or place of
business, SJPD will contact
you for video footage.

+ Allinformation is confidential.
Registration is voluntary and
there is no cost associated
with registration.

https://www.sjpd.org/community/crime-
prevention/security-camera-registration

San Jose is weighing implementing a shopping cart retrieval program that would charge retailers for
abandoned carts. File photo.

San Jose shopping
cart crackdown
could be costly

By Keith Menconi

San José Spotlight
s part of a year-long effort to rein in
ASan Jose’s problem with abandoned
shopping carts, the city has been
reviewing proposals to hire a company to
retrieve and return carts to grocery stores.

A three-month pilot program shows such
a retrieval service could easily recoup its
costs through fees charged to grocers. How-
ever, the hundreds of thousands of dollars
in projected upfront expenses has made some
council members squeamish.

“We have a challenging budget year, next
year. We're going to be in service preserva-
tion mode as a council,” District 8 Coun-
cilmember Domingo Candelas said during
Tuesday’s City Council meeting.

While Councilmembers didn’tapprove any
specific action during the pilot program
review, officials are working on proposals for
a permanent program that could launch as
soon as next summer — if approved.

It would mark the latest effort to deal with
the vexing shopping cart abandonment prob-
lem that has plagued San Jose for decades.

“The thousands of carts that are lost every
year and scattered across sidewalks and
parks and our trails and waterways are not
just a visible quality of life issue for our res-
idents, not just an eyesore, but they actual-
ly really damage the environment,” Mayor
Matt Mahan said at the meeting.

The $32,000 pilot program, carried out
between Augustand November, saw the city
partner with the company carTractoretrieve
734 carts strewn about certain target areas.
Officials project scaling up the program across
the entire city would cost $686,000 each year
and likely pull in more than 12,800 carts.

Earlier this year, city staff warned state
regulations would make it hard for San Jose
torecoup the expenses from such a program.
Those include rules that limit the fees Cali-
fornia cities can charge retailers for cart

retrievals.

However, state Sen. Dave Cortese’s Senate
Bill 753, signed into law in October with
backing from San Jose, has loosened those
regulations. The measure has increased the
maximum fines cities can impose on grocers
with lost carts from $50 to $100 for each cart
retrieved. Italso removed the state’s require-
ment that cities maintain an impound lot for
recovered shopping carts.

If San Jose were to set its retrieval fine at
$100, staff estimated that a city-wide recov-
ery program would draw in $1.3 million each
year, far more than the program’s projected
expense. However, the city would still face
upfront costs to get the program up and run-
ning, including the need to pay for staff to
oversee the effort, officials said.

“That’s really the value in the pilot is being
able to dig through the couch cushions to
find resources, so we could experiment and
see what it looked like,” Chris Burton, direc-
tor of Planning Building and Code Enforce-
ment, said at the meeting. “And it is a suc-
cessful program.”

Councilmembers already passed a policy
in May that strengthens oversight regula-
tions for the city’s retailers. The new rules
require stores with 76 or more shopping
carts to carry out enhanced measures to pre-
vent cartlosses, such as installing theft-pre-
vention devices, requiring customers to pay
a deposit for using a cart or paying a cart
retrieval service directly to recover theirlost
carts.

The city’s shopping cart crackdown has
faced opposition from local retailers and
industry groups. They have warned that by
tightening regulations, the city is imposing
added costs on grocery stores that will be
passed along to residents.

San Jose grocer Lupe Lopez, who owns
Arteaga’s Food Center, argued in an op-ed
piece for the Mercury News that Cortese’s
state law fails to address the root problems
that lead some people to steal carts, includ-
ing a lack of transportation.

“It’'sashame the city couldn’t have focused
its efforts on legislation to offer support to
those in need, not drive up grocery costs,”
Lopez wrote.
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Evergreen Valley College’s nursing class celebrates their perfect 100 pass rate for the fifth quarter
in a row. Photo courtesy of Evergreen Valley College.

Evergreen Valley College's nursing
class posts perfect 100 pass rate

By William Bellou
Publisher

vergreen Valley College's 2025
E Spring nursing class of 34 nurses
posted a perfect 100 percent NCLEX

pass rate for the fifth quarter in a row.
The perfect 100 percent pass rate is an
extraordinary milestone that reflects the
sustained excellence of its program, said
Niall Adler, spokesperson. “An even more
impressive statistic, the three-year NCLEX
success rate is that 160 out of 162 students

passed on the first attempt, placing EVC
Nursing among the strongest programs
in the state and nation.”

According to the California Board of
Nursing, the first-time NCLEX-RN pass
rate for graduates statewide is 85.7 per-
cent.

All 34 Spring 2025 graduates passed the
NCLEX on their first try, and the Fall 2025
graduates, who were pinned in Decem-
ber, are now actively preparing and will
be testing soon.

One Step Closer Therapeutic Riding presents
G.R.LT.
An Equine-Assisted-Learning Program for Women

SELF-CONFIDENCE

RESILIENCE

LIFE SKILLS

SAFE BOUNDARIES

"It is deeply healing to tap into the power of the centuries old bond between horse and human.
It's truly profound that our two species, with such diametrically different views of predator vs prey,
can come together in partnership and trust. I feel privileged to have the opportunity to learn

what these incredible teachers have to offer us.”

- GRIT Participant

OSC has opened a new program for women based upon equine interaction
and equine-assisted-learning, designed to develop self-awareness and
self-acceptance, confidence and resilience, and safe boundaries.

G.R.LT. is for adult women led by OSC founder Landa Keirstead.
The small group meets in 2 hour sessions, once per week for six-weeks

Contact One Step Closer for more information and to enroll
one.step.closer@shbcglobal.net 408-778-3567
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R Almaden Seniors = \M)
%‘ Annual Soup Party

Saturday, January 24, 2026 '.'
at12:00 noon 3

The homemade soups will be:
Chicken Taco Bean,
Corn Chowder, Tuscan Sausage and
Pumpkin Butternut Squash
served with fresh bread & dessert

Tickets go on sale Monday, January sth 8-10am and every

M/W/F in the lobby of the ACC. g/\

$14.00 cash or check
""\

Call Jeanne for more information
Ay &
= i . ]
@

408 425-5723
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Made 'u_\ri'[h Foste riiyWall.com

Voted

BEST DOG TRAINER! ) /

in Silicon Valley SR
2024 & 2025

‘ changing benavior=improving lives

& Day School & Private Training
& Board & Train & Puppy Classes
& Leash Reactive Dog Classes

& Dog About Town Classes

& Boarding

Result oriented puppy
& dog training solutions

650.538.3011 - www.DForDogTraining.com




PAGE 10 ® ALMADEN TIMES ® JAN. 16 - JAN. 29, 2026 SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ® ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

@ ® Call to place your
TimesClassifieds
408-494-7000

Buy/Sell m Mausoleum Crypt for sale

Gutter Cleaning/Roof Repair

I Buy Comic Books. Reflections Mausoleum
) | For sale 254C double crypt in the beauti-
Cash Paid. Alex SPRING SPEGIALSE | oreai 20 douio ot e b

Call us for details GUTTER CLEANING AND

LOOK? !
LOGISTICS SPECIALIST F R E E ! ! !

Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's in Free Window Cleaning w/ Ext. Paint Job!
International Trade related. $62421/yr, Free Pressure Wash w/Ext. Paint Job!

Pumyang Shipping America Free Estimate & Color Consultation w/Job!
Inc., 3494 Depot Rd,

Hayward, CA 94545

Memorial Park. The crypt is a perfect
location, just above eye level. Price:
29,500. The Cemetery will make all
transfers. (408) 455- 8696 Tony Ranieri;
OneGolfingWino@gmail.com

(408) 393-1385

o

ROOF REPAIR SPECIAL

Shoe Repair

NS SHOE 7278

e Residential & Commercial
e Interior & Exterior
e Drywall Repairs
* Handyman Services

22
S 08.270:0850 7

M & L Jewelers S ——— No Shoe ;ls Ever.Too 01d!
ours:
Jewelers & Watch Repair A cil & Homed .
Ring sizing - Watch bands TEL: (408) 281-7500 9:00 M”“'g_rdo Only $89 for local professional GUTTER CLEANING.
Watch batteries - Engraving E— 00 am - 908 pm And MINOR ROOF REPAIR only $89. Experts in
kst o e o bt e _Fa!fll St Saturday Roof Restoration and Home Maintenance.
1408) 270-6080 @ @(; &) | 9:30 am - 400 pm_ | || ocal willow Glen Resident. Call Daniel (408) 771-8814.
Mon.-Fri, 10am-7pm, Sat. 10am-5pm ried 2850 Quimby Rd. Suite 100 « 270-0850

T
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: ship and outreach,
i we strive to nurture
¢ and grow a strong
¢ faith community of

%%

! practice Islam.

i "Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
: latak™ the English

: meaning is " May Allah

¢ promise to our mem-
3 bers. If you are looking
: for an active Christian
: faith community, we

¢ The word Sikh (see-kh)
i means "disciple" or

: "student." A Sikh is a
: practitioner of the faith

T
| ‘!‘/;‘VA

¢ Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
: sion Center, Parish Gift
+ Shop, and Memorial

¢ Garden are all located

on site and walk the

¢ beautiful grounds.
¢ Learn more about us
¢ and community events

-

share your presence

i with us so that together
¢ we may grow and
i share our gifts to help

LIVING HOPE : believers, a family of : (swt) protect you and : invite you to experience : founded in the 15th ¢ we sponsor by visiting i at5111 San Felipe Rd. : build God's Kingdom!
APOSTOLIC MIN- : all ages, where each § your family". ¢ Holy Spirit Parish Com- i century by Guru Nanak i our website; : Please come join us in

ISTRIES : member feels wel- : Please visit our website : munity. All are wel- * in Punjab of old British : http://www. SanJose- : worship at any of the Q
hitps://www. i comed, loved, valued : to learn more. i come! We are located : India. A Guruwhoisa i Gurdwara.org ¢ following times in our

livinghopeam.org
2650 Aborn Rd.

San Jose, CA 95135
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Bible Study” (Group
Study Room) every

Saturday at 12:00pm :
OUR MISSION: Evan-

gelizing our commu-

¢ and empowered to

: serve. Children are

¢ especially welcomed
i and cherished as an
i important part of

:+ God's family.

Grace S at 1200 Redmond
: ﬂ?ﬂﬁ of Evergreen :

GRACE CHURCH OF
: EVERGREEN

¢ www.GraceChurchEv-
: ergreen.Com

: 408-274-1200

: See you on Facebook.
: 2650 Aborn Rd at

Avenue, San Jose, CA

: 95120. Mass is cele-
! brated at 8:30 a.m.

: Monday - Friday. Our
: weekend Mass sched-
: ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
¢ Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
iam,11:30am.and6 :
¢ p.m. Rite of Reconcilia- :

: "teacher" or "enlighten- :
i er" completes the rela-
: tionship of teaching

¢ and learning. Sikhism
¢ is monotheistic and

i stresses the equality of
¢ all men and women.

i Sikhs believe in three

basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of

: ST. FRANCIS OF
ASSISI CATHOLIC

: CHURCH

: 5111 San Felipe Rd.,

¢ San Jose, CA 95135

: 408-223-1770

: www.sfoasj.com

i We invite you to join

+ our community of faith

¢ Chapel: Weekdays (M- :
i Sa) at 8:30 AM; Satur- :
: days at 4:.00 PM (Eng-
: lish) and 5:30 PM

¢ (Vietnamese); Sundays
: at8:00 AM (English),
¢ 10:00 AM (English),

: 12:00 PM (English),

: 4:00 PM (Vietnamese), :
¢ and 6:00 PM Youth

thepoint.church

: THE POINT CHURCH

i 3695 Rose Terrasse Cir
: San Jose, CA 95148

i (408) 270-7646

i English Service:

+ Sundays at 9:30 &

11:00 AM

: Spanish Service:

nity and the world G i Kettmann, across from : tion is every Saturday i God (praying), earning ¢ located in the Ever- i Mass (English). The : 11:00 AM

with the gospel of g ¢ the Public Library. : at4p.m.orby : aliving by honest : green area of San : Villages Gated Com-  : Gambodian Service:
Jesus Christ. OUR : Serving Evergreen for  : appointment. Our : means and sharing the : Jose. We are an inclu- : munity also featuresa : 11:00 AM
MINISTRY: Training i } over 55 years. Parish Office is open  : fruits of one's labor sive diverse communi- : Mass on Sundays at  : Cantonese Service:
ministers on how to ¢ Brergeen llnic Cenler : John Goldstein Pastor. : Monday - Thursday i with others. Currently  : ty striving to serve as : 8:15 AM at the Cribari i 11:00 AM

use their love for God : ¢ john@GraceChurchEv- : 8:30 a.m. -4:30 p.m. : there are closetoone : Disciples of Jesus ¢ Auditorium. : Mandarin Service:
to reach those in : EVERGREEN ISLAMIC : ergreen.com. Christian : and Friday 9:00 am. - : million Sikhs living in ¢ Christ in the footsteps ¢ For more information, i 11:00AM

need of His love.
OUR PASSION:
Transforming lives

with God’s love.

IN ALMADEN
6581 Camden Ave.

San Jose, CA 95120. :
: are Muslims, and what
+ with God’s love and

: affection.

: Check our website for
i current activities.

The Rev. Shelley

Booth Denney, Rector :
Phone:408-268-0243 :
¢ way of life. Islam

i began in the 7th centu-
: ry. People who follow

Web:www.eca-sj.org
At the Episcopal
Church in Aimaden

ship, study, fellow-

: CENTER (EIC)

¢ hitp://www.eicsan-
: jose.org

within our community : 2486 Ruby Ave,

: San Jose CA 95148.
! (408) 239-6668
EPISCOPAL CHURCH :
: the English meaning is
i "Peace be upon you".

"As-Salaamu-Alaikum"

Q) What is Islam, who

is the Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and

i guides Muslims to

+ worship every Sunday
i at 11am. Together we
¢ build better lives and a
i better community.

¢ Music Institute

: (408)791 7772. After
¢ School Piano, Violin,
i Other classical Instru-
i ments.

: PreSchool, Ages 2-6

Caring for your child

: HOLY SPIRIT

munity - this is our

¢ 3:00 p.m. Call 408-

: 997-5100 for recorded
¢ information or 408-

i 997-5101 to speak

: with someone in our

¢ parish office.

God iy One
Jefex
: Rab Ik Hai
(ECA), we are joyful : Islam are known as : SAN JOSE : : times @
followers of Jesus  : Muslims. The Quranis : CATHOLIC CHURCH  : GURDWARA : vegetarian meals. We : the poor and marginal-
Christ. Through wor- i the Divine book that : Faith.Knowledge. Com- : 3636 Gurdwara Ave. : also encourage youto : ized of San Jose. timesmediainc_com

San Jose, CA 95148

i the USA and Canada

: and 25 million Sikhs

¢ living around the world.
: Sikhism is the 5th

¢ largest religion in the

i world. At the Gurd-

: wara (House of God) in
i San Jose we welcome

¢ all. We pray daily for

i peace and prosperity

: for everybody in the

: world. Come to visit

: and enjoy Langer

¢ (food) in our kitchen

i which is open 365

+ days of the year and

i serves complementary

+ enter our history room

: of St. Francis, offering
: prayerful and joyful

: liturgies, evangeliza-

: tion, fellowship, and

i service opportunities to
: the community.

: We offer spiritual

: opportunities for all

: ages, including chil-

¢ dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O Jr. High,

: L.G.N.LTE. High

: School, & North Star
: Young Adult Ministries, :
: along with small faith
¢ communities and

i opportunities to help

: Our Chapel, Gathering

: please call or visit us at :
: the Parish Office open
¢ M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
i PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00
PM. Come join us and

Youth Extreme Point

i (7th-12th grade):
: Every Saturday at 6:30
¢ PM-8:30 PM

To place a worship
listing, email
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Billionaires

Continued from page 1

Beautiful Bill. In California, the
state stands to lose $30 billion
each year from the measure,
resulting in 3.4 million people los-
ing Medi-Cal coverage, according
to estimates from The California
Budget & Policy Center. The cam-
paign behind the wealth tax — led
by Service Employees Interna-
tional Union-United Healthcare
Workers West (SEIU-UHW), a
major statewide health care union
— said the $100 billion in pro-
jected revenue from the measure
would provide a crucial buffer
against those looming cuts.

Supporters must collect nearly
850,000 signatures by June 24 for
the wealth tax to qualify for the
November ballot.

Khanna’s outspoken support for
the billionaire tax has earned him
fierce rebukes from a number of
tech industry leaders, a con-
stituency the Silicon Valley rep-
resentative has generally count-
ed among his reliable supporters.
Mahan’s series of X posts does not
refer to Khanna.

Khanna'’s office did not respond
to a request for comment. A rep-
resentative for Mahan declined to
provide further commentbeyond
the mayor’s X posts.

Mahan'’s posts warned an exo-
dus of wealthy entrepreneurs
would devastate California’s tax
base — which is heavily reliant
on high-income earners — leav-
ing middle-class working house-
holds to “pick up the tab.”

“I realize no one has sympathy
for billionaires. But the truth is —
they don’t have to, and many
won't, stay here if this tax is imple-
mented,” Mahan wrote. “The peo-
ple who lose in the long run are
California families who will be
asked to foot more of the bill for
government services and infra-
structure.”

Responding to Mahan’s com-
ments, a spokesperson for SEIU-
UHW accused the mayor of mis-
understanding the underlying
funding problem the proposed tax

is intended to solve.

“He must be misinformed —
because the goal of this measure
is to save hospitals and keep ERs
open, prevent higher health care
costs, and protect health care for
all Californians, including children,
seniors and people with disabili-
ties,” Suzanne Jimenez, the labor
organization’s chief of staff, told
San José Spotlight. “Without this
measure, higher health care costs
will be shifted onto millions of Cal-
ifornians, many of whom are
already struggling with skyrock-
eting health care and prescription
costs.”

In his posts, Mahan — who
recently launched a statewide
Back to Basics initiative focused
on promoting “common sense”
policy fixes to the state’s prob-
lems — also questioned the effi-
cacy of imposing a new tax. He
argued that before taking this step,
California should first do more to
crack down on “waste, fraud and
abuse” in the health care system
and state government.

“Income inequality is a very real
issue and we need to address it
with real solutions — like closing
the massive loopholes nationally
that allow the wealthiest among
us to essentially never pay taxes
on many capital gains,” he said.
“But for California to go it alone
will be a disaster.”
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THANK
YOU

for being a longtime
reader of this paper

We appreciate your continued
support of our local journalism.

AlmadenTimes

Bring your yard to life!

Our rebates of up to $3,000

help make the change!
WaterSavings.org

fé.« Valley Water

Meals on Wheels

Nutritious Meals for Homebound Older Adults

Are you 60 years or older?
Do you worry about shopping for food?
Do you struggle preparing meals on a regular basis?

WHEN JOURNALISM IS
NOT PRESENT TO SERVE
COMMUNITIES, BAD
THINGS HAPPEN.

Trained journalists report authentic,
credible information. And we fight
for those who produce genuine news!

Almaden Times

Serving the community since 1986

To learn more about Meals on Wheels,
please call (408) 350-3237 or
email community@mysourcewise.com

Times Media, Inc.
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RED DOG

SHRED®

EN TIAL AND SMALL BUSIN'&SS PAPER SHRE,DDING

‘ DROP—OFF SHREDDING SERVICE |
- WATCH IT SHRED!

ELECEhics PAFER SHREDD IVE
NULT %%3 1000 pgn Bu;(NG HéHRRIf)EDDEﬁNG

65 Gallon Containe Iﬂ X]Z XIS

Executive Console !’!NI{ l’l

* OFFICE CONTENT CLEANOUT
* DOCUMENT PURGES
* PICK UP DOCS

* ON-SITE SHREDDING

=
Was HedDogshred.com & RED D06 SHRED
DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD i 23 L ..-4
OOOOOOOOOOOOOO p CONFIDENTIAL DDLL’MENYS
FOR DESTRUCTION

| ‘blﬂll |
| DICKS UP

www.RE l)l)()(x‘slllil* D.com

408-377-2925

BAY AREA - SAN JOSE °* 14944 Camden Avenue, San Jose, CA 95124 (Cambrian Plaza)
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