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WHAT’S WHAT’S 
INSIDEINSIDE  

SHIFT CLINIC
Integrative Medicine • In Person or TeleHealth Access (online health consultation) • Doctor-grade supplements delivered to your door 

Functional Medicine • Chiropractic • Acupuncture • Massage • Guided Weight Loss • Slim Laser • Magnesphere Resonance Therapy • PEMF 

Schedule your first appointment by Jan. 31, 2026 and receive a FREE Consultation (Up to 15 Minutes) 
Call us today and take the first step toward a healthier you.

Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith   •   23 West Main Street, Crosby   •   www.askdrsmith.com  •  (218) 851-9626

Bring Balance Back to Your Body

Did the Holidays
Overwhelm Your Health? 

Bring Balance Back to Your Body

Call Eric at 
218-821-1393

YOUR SUCCESS
IS OUR GOAL
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16413 Highway 371, Brainerd, MN  56401 • 218-828-3020
2 Miles North of Baxter on 371 • www.371furniture.com

371sales@gmail.com • Hours: Monday - Saturday  9-5 and Sunday 11-4

Buy It Today... 
Have It Today!*

 Locally Owned and Operated

* on In Stock Items

Sale Price 
Sale Price $497$497

Sale Price 
Sale Price 

$197$197

7 pc. 

Dining Set
Regular Price: $748

Recliners
Regular Price: $398

Start the year on a high note… and a low price!

50%50% off off 
of the Sale Price on

 Floor Sample
Mattresses 

50%50% off off

25%25% off off 
 on All In Stock

Rugs 

25%25% off off

       New   New
  Year's  Year's
          NewNew
  Year's  Year's SAVINGSSAVINGS
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Your mattress called... it wants to retire.

New year, new you, new place to sit!

 StellarWebPros.com

Fresh IdeasFresh Ideas
 for Your Business for Your Business
Fresh Ideas
 for Your Business

We Help You Reach Your Goals!We Help You Reach Your Goals!
Contact us today to request your  

FREEFREE no-obligation web design demo! no-obligation web design demo!

REFUND REFUND 
T  A  XT  A  X

TOOLS • GIFTS • HOUSEHOLD • FURNITURE:  LIVING ROOM • BEDROOM • DINING

WE HAVE 

AMMO
ALL SIZES ALL SIZES 
NOW ON NOW ON 

SALESALE

PROPANE AVAILABLE 

including for 
Motor Homes

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9-5 • Hwy. 210 West, Aitkin
218-927-6446 • UnclaimedFreightNorth.com

NEED STORAGE?

Stop in Today for a Quote on a 
New Garage or Carport!

CORNER DESKS ON SALEON SALE FOR $169.98
OFFICE CHAIRS ON SALEON SALE FOR $139.98

Hickory Hickory EZ LOUNGER  $1,359.98 WALL RECLINER 
$299.98

POWER RECLINER 
$819.98

with  
Adjustable 
Headrest

UNCLAIMED 
FREIGHT NORTH

of the public can weigh in by:
• Email: fisheries.rulemak-

ing.comments.dnr@state.
mn.us (include “walleye 
limit” in the subject line or 
message)

• Phone: 651-259-5235
• Mail: Fisheries Rules 

and Regulations Coordina-
tor, Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources, 500 
Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 
55155

More details on the pro-
posal, including prior public 

feedback and the biological 
factors behind the recom-
mendation, are available on 
the DNR’s website at www.
dnr.state.mn.us/fisheries/
management/walleye-limit.
html.

For many Minnesotans, 
walleye fishing is more than 
a pastime — it’s tradition. 
The DNR’s proposal now 
sets the stage for a statewide 
conversation about how best 
to protect that tradition in a 
changing world.

Minnesota anglers may 
soon be heading home with 
fewer walleyes in the live-
well.

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
is proposing to reduce the 
statewide inland water wall-
eye possession limit from six 
fish to four, a change officials 
say is aimed at protecting 
the state’s most iconic game 
fish for generations to come. 
The regulation, unchanged 
since 1956, would take effect 
March 1, 2027, if approved.

Under the proposal, the 
long-standing rule allowing 
anglers to keep only one 
walleye over 20 inches would 
remain in place.

DNR fisheries managers 

say the proposal reflects how 
much has changed — both 
above and below the water’s 
surface — over the last seven 
decades.

“The goal is to be pro-
active,” the DNR said in 
outlining the proposal. “We 
want to ensure future gener-
ations can continue to enjoy 
the excellent walleye fishing 
Minnesota is known for.”

Since the current limit 
was set nearly 70 years ago, 
Minnesota’s lakes have faced 
a host of new pressures. Cli-
mate conditions have shifted, 
invasive species have spread, 
and advances in fish-finding 
technology have made an-
glers more efficient than ever. 
Together, those factors have 

prompted fisheries managers 
to take a fresh look at regu-
lations that date back to the 
Eisenhower era.

The proposal would apply 
statewide to inland waters, 
though special regulations on 
certain lakes would still take 
precedence.

Public input is now part 
of the process. The DNR is 
accepting comments on the 
proposed rule change until 
4:30 p.m. Thursday, March 5.

Anglers and other members 

DNR proposes cutting statewide walleye limit from six to four

“Minnesota River walleye, another catch and release” courte-
sy of Jaclyn Rose Andrade.

Bundle up, drill a hole and 
drop a line — this could be 
the perfect weekend to intro-
duce a young angler to one 
of Minnesota’s favorite winter 
traditions.

Take a Kid Ice Fishing 
Weekend runs Saturday, Jan. 
17, through Monday, Jan. 
19, and during the three-day 
event, any Minnesota resident 
can fish statewide without a 
license when accompanied 
by a child age 15 or younger. 
It’s a chance for families to hit 
the ice together without the 
usual license requirements 
— and a reminder that kids 
15 and under never need a 
fishing license at any time 

of year.
The annual weekend is 

designed to make it easier 
for adults to share the fun of 
ice fishing with kids, whether 
it’s their first time watching 
a bobber dip below the ice 
or their tenth winter chasing 
panfish and walleyes.

From metro lakes to remote 
backcountry waters, Minne-
sota offers thousands of frozen 
options this time of year. The 
DNR encourages families to 
keep safety in mind by check-
ing ice conditions, wearing 
appropriate gear and making 
sure young anglers stay warm.

For many families, the 
weekend is about more than 

catching fish. It’s about drill-
ing holes together, telling sto-
ries in the ice house, sipping 
hot chocolate and creating 
memories that can last long 
after the ice melts.

More information, includ-
ing tips for fishing with kids 
and ice safety guidance, is 
available through the Minne-
sota Department of Natural 
Resources’ Take a Kid Ice 
Fishing resources on the DNR 
website.

If you’ve ever thought about 
taking a child ice fishing, this 
weekend might be the perfect 
excuse to give it a try — no 
license required, just time 
together on the ice.

Fish free statewide with kids 
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Area Births, Open Houses, Engagements, Weddings & 
Community Events are published  

Jason Brezinsky Directors:
Jerry Thompson • Tad Brezinsky

Locally Owned  & Operated

January
17th - Northern Lights Needle Felting at Ruttger’s Bay Lake Resort, 11a.m. - 1 p.m. Join artist Lisa Acker-

man of Lil Fish Studios for a creative exploration of needle-felting. This class is perfect for beginners 
and equally enjoyable for those with prior felting experience.  For more information call 800-450-4545

19th  - Prayer Quilting Group, 8 a.m.- 3:30 p.m. Full size quilts are made for individuals with medical 
issues. If you like to cut out fabric squares, match colors, pin quilts, hand tie, or sew on a machine 
while praying for the recipient your help is greatly needed.  You can also support this great group with 
financial donations to cover postage and supplies. Located on the third floor Conference Room at 
The Brainerd Center, 803 Kingwood St., Brainerd.

19th - Cribbage players wanted, 1 -2:30 p.m. at The Brainerd Center, 803 Kingwood St., Brainerd.
21st - Hot Dish Cook Off at Trinity Lutheran Church at 1420 S 6th St in Brainerd, starting at 4:45 p.m. 
21st - Cascade United Methodist Church Come and Eat free monthly supper at 5:30 p.m. To reserve 

your spot call 218-534-3507. Cascade Church is located between Deerwood and Crosby at 22781 
Black Lake Road, Deerwood on Highway 6 and 210. 

22nd - The Crow Wing County Chapter of Minnesotans Citizens Concerned for Life (MCCL) Annual 
March for Life (the anniversary of the 1973 Roe versus Wade decision.)  Gather at the corner of 
South Sixth and Oak Streets  before 11:30 a.m.  For more info, contact Lisa at 320-293-9694. 

22nd  - Prayer Quilting Group, 8 a.m.- 3:30 p.m. Full size quilts are made for individuals with medical 
issues. If you like to cut out fabric squares, match colors, pin quilts, hand tie, or sew on a machine 
while praying for the recipient your help is greatly needed.  You can also support this great group with 
financial donations to cover postage and supplies. Located on the third floor Conference Room at 
The Brainerd Center, 803 Kingwood St., Brainerd.

26th - Cribbage players wanted, 1 -2:30 p.m. at The Brainerd Center, 803 Kingwood St., Brainerd.
31st - Justin Morneau Ice Fishing Classic 8 a.m - 1 p.m. Nitti’s Hunters Point Resort on Mille Lacs Lake
31st -  Brainerd Jaycees Ice Fishing Extravaganza at Hole in the Day Bay on Gull Lake. The largest char-

itable ice fishing contest on the planet and a winter tradition like no other. Over $4.5 million donated 
to charity. A $3 million annual economic impact on the Brainerd Lakes Area. Thousands of anglers. 
Endless excitement.  Cash, trucks, top-tier gear, and unforgettable memories await. 

February
2nd-Cribbage players wanted, 1 -2:30 p.m. at The Brainerd Center, 803 Kingwood St., Brainerd.

Send your community events information to hopper@crosbyironton.net 
or send us a message via  www.NewsHopper.net/contact/

COMMUNITY EVENTSCOMMUNITY EVENTS

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES

hopper@crosbyironton.net

Spread
Your 
Message
with an
ad in the

NewsHopper POLO font sizes OUTLINED 6 pt - 35.5 pt:
6 pt
7 pt
8 pt
9 pt

9.5 pt
10 pt 

10.5 pt
11 pt
11.5

12 pt
12.5 pt

13 pt
13.5 pt

14 pt
14.5 pt

15 pt
15.5 pt

16 pt
16.5 pt

17 pt
17.5 pt

18 pt
18.5 pt

19 pt
19.5 pt

20 pt
20.5 pt

21 pt
21.5 pt

22 pt

22.5 pt

23 pt

23.5 pt

24 pt

24.5 pt

25 pt

25.5 pt
 

26 pt
26.5 pt

27 pt
27.5 pt

28 pt
28.5 pt

29 pt
29.5 pt

30 pt
30.5 pt

31 pt
31.5 pt

32 pt
32.5 pt

33 pt
33.5 pt

34 pt
34.5 pt

35 pt
35.5 pt

LEGAL LEGAL 
NOTICESNOTICES
(Published in NewsHopper

Saturday, Jan. 10,
17, & 24, 2026)

 LIBBY TOWNSHIP
BOARD MEETING
The Libby Township Board 

will meet at 1:00 p.m. on Tues-
day, January 27, 2026 at the 
Palisade Community Center. 
Township supervisor Tom An-
derson may attend remotely 
via phone or Zoom. The pur-
pose of this meeting shall be 
to discuss and decide mat-
ters that may come before the 
board. 

Dated this 30th day
 of December, 2025

Jane Grimsbo Jewett, clerk
Libby Township   

2.91

32 East Main St., P.O. Box 7 • Crosby, MN 56441
Mary & Nick Zillmer, Owners/Directors

218-546-5531

• Traditional, Graveside &   
    Memorial Funerals
• Cremation Service
• Out-of-town Arrangements
• Pre-arrangement Plans

 Caring Service on the 
Cuyuna Range & Surrounding 

Areas Since 1913

Members of the Mille Lacs Community Trust Board recently awarded $15,400 in Operation 
Round Up grants to local nonprofit organizations, bringing total grants distributed since the pro-
gram’s start to more than $1.6 million. Pictured above are Kim Waffensmith, Aggie Stroot, Mary 
Aulie, Kimberly Clement, Tim LaForce, Evie Ladd, Jeremy Janski, Rich Aulie and Bob Nelson.

Mille Lacs Energy Trust Board grants

A-Z Precision PaintingA-Z Precision Painting
Anthony ZontelliAnthony Zontelli

Owner/OperatorOwner/Operator
218-513-6787218-513-6787

zontelli3201@gmail.comzontelli3201@gmail.com

Painting and Property Services

• Experience 
• Quality
• Service

• EXTERIOR
• INTERIOR
• STAINING
• LOG HOMES

STEVE’S
  PAINTING 
STEVE’SSTEVE’S
  PAINTING   PAINTING 
STEVE’SSTEVE’S
  PAINTING   PAINTING 

546-8130546-8130546-8130546-81302
1
8

LLC

INSURED

  Tim Turner  218-866-2349Tim Turner  218-866-2349
David Turner  651-242-4796David Turner  651-242-4796

Full Service Snow Removal
 Blowing Sidewalks and Drives • Plowing

Snow Blowing • Roof Snow & Ice Removal 

Turner & Son 

Reasonable • Experienced • Reliable 

Serving the Lakes Area

Call for Call for 
a FREE a FREE 
QuoteQuote

Get on 
the list 

for Snow 
Removal!

Electronic 
Tax Filing
Available

Dale R. Morris, CPA
214 - 1st Ave. NW  •  Aitkin, MN
218-927-4270
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 am to 5 pm;  or by appointment

LAWRENCE FULTON
Lawrence “Larry” Martin 

Fulton, 53, of McGregor, 
passed away unexpectedly 
on Wednesday, December 31, 
2025 at his home.

A celebration of life will be 
held at a later date.

He was born March 25, 1972 
in Aitkin to Lawrence “Pudge” 

and Joyce (Sanda) Fulton. Larry enjoyed drag 
racing, hunting, ice fishing and especially spending 

time with his son, Tyler.
Larry is survived by his son, Tyler; mother, Joyce 

Fulton; sisters, Lynette Fulton and Lori (Randy) 
Akins; nephew, David (Nikki) Weiner; grand nieces, 
Harlow and Josie; other relatives and friends.

Larry is preceded in death by his son, Isaac and 
father, Lawrence.

A r r a n g e m e n t s  a r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home in Aitkin. 
To sign the online guest register please go to www.
srtfuneral.com.

BERNDT GUSTAFSON
Berndt Huntley Gustafson, 

75, of Brimson died Friday, 
December 12, 2025 of B-Cell 
Lymphoma. He died at home 
without pain surrounded by 
his family. 

A springtime memorial ser-
vice will be held Saturday, 
May 16, 2026 at 11 a.m. at the 

Bassett Community Church, 1561 
Town Line Rd., Brimson, MN, with 
burial of ashes following at the 
Basset Lake Cemetery. In lieu of 

black, the family requests those attending wear 
their best jeans and logger flannel or northwoods 
plaid. 

He was born October 12, 1950, in Duluth, Min-
nesota, the son of Gustav and June (Johnson) 
Gustafson. He grew up in French River and attend-
ed Clover Valley schools. He joined the US Army 
directly out of high school and became a Medic and 
Jump Master, serving in the 82nd Airborne Division. 
He attended the College of St. Scholastica for sev-

eral years on the GI Bill and later married Debbie 
Susan Male on June 29, 1974. Over the next three 
years they lived in Moose Lake, MN and Denver, 
CO before settling in Emily, MN where he raised 
his family until they moved to Trommald in 1996. 
He was a trained welder and gunsmith, a logger 
for the majority of his years, and also small scale 
farmed. He later worked for Brown & Wilbert and for 
Lakes Gas. He was a loving husband to Debbie and 
a wonderful father and grandfather. Berndt loved 
the woods, hunting, fishing, and spending time at 
the family cabin at Bassett Lake near Fairbanks, 
MN. His gentle, patient, and wise presence was a 
gift to all around him. 

He is survived by his two sons: Bjorn Gustafson 
(Philip Faggiano) of Eagan, MN; Leif Gustafson 
(Melissa Gustafson) of Trommald, MN; brother, Ted 
Gustafson of Brimson, MN; sister, Elrose “Pixie” 
Wright of Knife River, MN; grandchildren: William 
Gustafson, Sven Gustafson, Emma Gustafson, and 
his great-grandchild, Matthew Starks.

He was preceded in death by his wife Debbie, 
brother Richard Gustafson, sister Linda Kiefer, and 

his parents and grandparents.
Arrangements are with the So-

rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral 
Home in Aitkin. To sign the online 
guest register please go to www.
srtfuneral.com.
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 Crow Wing County 
Household Hazardous Waste Facility 

OPEN p.m. Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  
November 1st to April 30th

Never dump household hazardous waste such as pesticides,
 fertilizers, paint or solvents down the toilet, down the drain,

 into a storm drain, open waterway or ditch. 
Beyond posing a threat to our health and environment, 

such dumping is illegal.

Automotive • Paint • Home Improvement • Workshop
 Crafts • Lawn • Garden • Household Cleaners 

The Collection Site is at the Landfill 
Nine Miles Southwest of Crosby

on Highway 210

Read the Warning Labels: A product has one or more hazardous properties, if it shows the 
single words: Corrosive, Flammable, Caution, Warning, Danger, Poisonous, Toxic, Explosive or 

Reactive. It does not become any less hazardous when you throw it away.
Please Note: The Household Hazardous Waste Facility 

DOES NOT ACCEPT Florescent Light Bulbs, Business or Farm Hazardous Waste. 

For more information call 
Crow Wing County Land Services at 218-824-1010. 

Advertise in the NewsHopper • Call Eric at 218-821-1393
hopper@crosbyironton.net • www.NewsHopper.net

YOUR SUCCESS    OUR GOALis

If winter needs a signature 
event, Ruttger’s Bay Lake 
Resort may have found it on 
the ice.

Blending the strategy of 
bocce with the sliding finesse 
of curling you will fall in love 
with Rockin’ Ice Bocce. The 
co-ed elimination tourna-
ment is scheduled for Sat-
urday, Feb. 14, for a full day 
of outdoor fun on Bay Lake. 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., with 
games beginning promptly 
at 9 a.m.

Teams of four — with no 
more than two males per 
team — will compete for 

bragging rights and prizes, 
but organizers say the event 
is just as much about atmo-
sphere as it is about com-
petition. Expect ice games, 
bonfires, music, food and 
drinks, and plenty of laughter 
throughout the day.

“It’s not all about winning,” 
organizers note. “It’s about 
getting outside, having fun 
and enjoying winter togeth-
er.”

Team registration costs 
$100, with prizes awarded 
to first-, second- and third-
place finishers — plus a 
crowd favorite prize for the 

most uniquely dressed team. 
Registration closes Monday, 
Feb. 9, and space is limited. 
Spectators are welcome to 
attend for free and join in the 
festivities.

The event takes place at 
Ruttger’s Bay Lake Resort, 
25039 Tame Fish Lake Road 
in Deerwood. Teams can sign 
up online through Ruttger’s 
events page.
Valentine’s Day finale

After a day on the ice, cou-
ples or friends 
c a n  t r a d e 
snow boots for 
c a n d l e l i g h t 
a t  R u t t g e r ’s 

Sweetheart Supper, also on 
Saturday, Feb. 14, from 5 to 
8 p.m. at Ruby’s on the Lake.

The $185 dinner for two 
includes a complimentary 
glass of champagne for each 
guest and a multi-course 
gourmet menu featuring 
dishes such as grilled lamb 
and shrimp with blueberry 
habanero reduction, winter 
berry and burrata salad, 
short rib French onion soup, 
and a choice of firecracker 
shrimp, coffee-chili rubbed 
ribeye, or a shared surf ’n’ 
turf with lobster tails. Dessert 
is a pistachio honey baklava 
cake served with vanilla bean 
ice cream.

Reservations are recom-
mended and can be made by 
calling 218-678-4644.

Whether you’re sliding 
stones across the ice or savor-
ing dessert by the lake, you 
will fall in love with Ruttger’s  
with a weekend that promis-
es to be “cool” and cozy.

Winter fun and romance at Ruttger’s 
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G O T  A N  U N WA N T E D 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ 
programs help veterans find 
work or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-
1046. (mcn)
Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange a 
swift, nocost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax 
credit for 2025. Call Heritage 
for the Blind Today at 1-855 
977-7030 today! (mcn)

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-888-429-2331 today! 
(mcn)

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance -NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-973-
9175 www.dental50plus.
com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 844-716-2411. (mcn)

WATER & FIRE DAMAGE 
RESTORATION. Our trusted 
professionals will restore 
your home to protect your 
family and your home’s 
value! Call 24/7: 1-833-879-
1480. Mold Remediation 
services are also available

NEED NEW FLOORING? 
Call today to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-833-641-6323. 
(mcn)
INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? 
Don’t Accept the insurance 
company’s first offer. Many 
injured parties are entitled 
to cash settlements in the 
$1000’s. Get a free evalua-
tion to see what your case 
is really worth. 100% Free 
Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-
879-1534. (mcn)
Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-877-228-5789 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It’s a power move. (mcn)

The Next 
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 Deadline is 
Monday, January 5 at Noon for the January 10, 2026 issue.

NO MORE CLEANING 
OUT GUTTERS. Guaran-
teed! LeafFilter is backed 
by a no-clog guarantee and 
lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-855-577-
1268 to schedule a FREE 
inspection and no obligation 
estimate. Plus get 75% off 
installation and a bonus 
$250 discount! Limited time 
only. Restrictions apply, see 
representative for warranty 
and offer details. (mcn)
THE BATHROOM OF YOUR 
DREAMS in as little as 1 day. 
Limited Time Offer - $1000 
off or No Payments and 
No Interest for 18 months 
for customers who qualify. 
BCI Bath & Shower. Many 
options available. Quality 
materials & professional 
installation. Senior & Military 
Discounts Available. Call 
Today! 1-833-618-1178. 

NEW AND USED SAFES 
FOR SALE  • 
Safe repair and 
locked sa fes 
opened  • Heavy 
and light duty 
gun safes and 
vault doors on 
hand  •  H igh 
security safes for 
gold and silver   
320-360-5431  
  w52

 
GOT JUNK? CALL THE 
JUNK REMOVAL EXPERTS 
AT 218-833-9664 OR VISIT 
US AT elitejunkprosmn.
com FREE ESTIMATES  w39

To Place An Ad   
Call 218-821-1393 or 
 www.newshopper.net
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 Classified Order Form
Name__________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________

City_ ___________________________ State _________ Zip_ _____________
All ads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment. 

Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 	

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Classified Rates

75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum)
Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad.  

Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide  printed maximum size)

We are not responsible for error due to illegible 
copy or missing punctuation.  Punctuation does 
not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail 

and web address counts as one word.
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PO Box 562
Ironton, MN 56455

Send
to:

www.NewsHopper.net • hopper@crosbyironton.net 
 

Add a photo for 
$12.00 per issue

To Figure the Cost of Your Ad
Number of Words	 ________________

Rate per Word	 x________________

Additional Costs	 +_ ______________

Total Per Week	 ________________

Number of Weeks	 x________________

TOTAL COST OF AD	 ________________

Thank you for your order!
Please make check payable to the 
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75¢

Get your Get your       

WebsiteWebsite
 TODAY! TODAY!

We Help You Reach Your Goals!

Curious to see the potential of your new website?
Contact us today to request your 

FREE no-obligation design demo!
StellarWebPros.com

Professional & affordable website 
design services tailored to you! 

or update

OPENING FEBRUARY 13!

PI
CT

UR
ED

: C
HA

RL
IE

 C
LA

RK
, S

HA
D 

HA
N

LE
Y,

 M
AT

TH
EW

 H
AL

L.
 P

HO
TO

 B
Y:

 R
IC

H 
RY

AN
.

952.934.1525
ChanhassenDT.com

Call 1-888-270-0163 to order item 2692X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H6YU46

* Only $34.99 (reg. $44.99) plus $7.99 shipping and handling per pack to 48
contiguous states. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

IC:  H6YU46

27% SAVINGS
INCLUDING SHIPPING

ONLY

$3499*

Reg. Price $44.99
Special Limited

Time Offer!

Hale Mini Honeybells
The once a year citrus sensation!

**Promotional o� er includes 15% o�  plus an additional 10% o�  for quali� ed veterans and/or seniors. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  See Representative for 
full warranty details. 
AZ ROC344027 AR 366920925, CA1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 420223000087, FL CBC056678, ID RCE-51604, IA C127230, LA 559544, MD MHIC111225,MA 213292, MI 262300331, 262300330, 
262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 266192, NE 50145-24, NV 86990, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693,  ND 47304. OR 218294. PA PA179643. RI GC-41354, TN 10981. 
UT 10783658-5501, VT 174.0000871, VA 2705169445,  WA LEAFFLH763PG, WV WV056912. *The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and  
recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.

Start the new 
year clog-free!

15% OFF + 10%
LeafFilter** Discount For 

Seniors + Military Promo: 285

Get a FREE full gutter inspection
and estimate: 1-855-577-1268

We install year-round!Claim by: 02/28/2026

                                     Week of January 11, 2026             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

        
MISCELLANEOUS WANTED TO BUYMISCELLANEOUS

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today! 

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER 
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data 
caps, no throttling. Prices starting at 
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you 
make the switch. Call 844/453-6983 

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

 
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! 

Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

Classi  ed Advertising 
That is EASY

Your newspaper 
representative can 
provide complete 

details or you can call 
MNA: 612/332-8844

The Minnesota Classi  ed 
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your 
advertising dollar with 

classi  ed advertising that 
reaches over 1MILLION 

READERSSAVE MONEY!
Call your local newspaper 

or MNA 612/332-8844
to  nd out how you can save 

money by placing your 
advertisement here!

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

MDAN

2x4
2x8

2x2

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 1/11/2026 North

Grand Alaskan Cruise & Tour
12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299*

BASED ON JUL 8, 2026 DEPARTURE

MUST BOOK BY 3/31

CALL US: 1-844-270-2455
*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov’t fees.  

 Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with 
transfers available for most major gateways.

• Marvel at Alaska’s natural beauty in Denali National Park

• Visit Alaska’s the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center

• Cruise Glacier Bay and Wrangell St. Elias National Park

• Travel through the legendary Inside Passage
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State Forest Nursery

SEEDLING  
SALES  

Grow the woods you love.

 Order today at: 
mndnr.gov/nursery

Whether you want more deer and 
songbirds, a quiet stand of trees, or a 

more diverse woodland for the future, 
the Minnesota State Forest Nursery 
has native bareroot seedlings ready 

for your land.
 

Plant now and enjoy your woods for 
years to come.

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.
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State Forest Nursery
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years to come.

608-326-8108 • www.kramersales.com • curt@kramersales.com

Huge Gun & Sporting Online Auction!
Closes: Thursday Jan 29th @ 8 am

Location: 300 S. Marquette Rd. Prairie du Chien, WI
Preview: Mon. Jan. 26th - Wed. Jan. 28th 10-4 pm daily
Online Catalog 1,700+ Lots @ www.KramerSales.com

adno=461127

600+ Modern & Collectible Firearms of all 
types! Reloading Supplies, Hunting Air Rifl es; 
Collectible Coins, Indian Artifacts, Military Guns, 
Swords & Bayonets, Archery Equip; Western & 
Civil War, Camping & Survival Gear; Scopes & 
Optics, Taxidermy & Prints, Black Powder Guns 
& gear Plus thousands & thousands of rounds of 
ammunition of all types!
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     Flooring
JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding, 
Refinishing • Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576 
Check Me Out On Facebook 

Contractors  
R a d t k e  R e m o d e l i n g  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Custom Built Homes • Remodeling • Garages 
N e w  A d d i t i o n s  •  P o l e  B u i l d i n g s  • 
G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t i n g  •  I n s u l a t i o n 
D e a n  R a d t k e ,  A i t k i n .  L i c .  # 2 0 1 0 8 7 5 8 
www.radtkeremode l ingconst ruc t ion .com   
218-678-3403• 218-839-6103 2024w39

Websites  
STELLAR WEB PROS  Website, SEO & Digital Design 
Agency in the Lakes Area - Offering high-quality, 
budget-friendly websites for businesses and organi-
zations. Contact us for your FREE no-obligation site 
design proposal today. StellarWebPros.com

5 lines for $20.00 per week
4 lines for $16.00 per week
3 lines for $12.00 per week

SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES

CASHCASH  44
JUNK CARSJUNK CARS

AND MACHINERYAND MACHINERY

CASHCASH  44
JUNK CARSJUNK CARS

AND MACHINERYAND MACHINERY

CallCall
218-839-3371218-839-337125039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood

218-678-2885 •  ruttgers.com  

The Garage Winter Hours
 Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Sunday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.   

ruttgersretail.com

Ruttger's Retail 

Pool Punch Passes
available for purchase at 

the Front Desk

POOL OPENPOOL OPEN
 Front Desk/ Lobby Shop/ Pool Hours

Sunday-Wednesday 7 a.m.- 8 p.m. 
Thursday-Saturday 7 a.m.- 10 p.m. 

Call 218-678-2885 to BOOK A FUN POOL PARTY BOOK A FUN POOL PARTY 
for your kids, friends, or family celebrations. 

Thursdays 4pm-8pm

All You Can Eat** Broasted Chicken 
Your choice of white or dark meat.

 Served with mashed potatoes & gravy, 
seasonal vegetable, 

coleslaw & a dinner roll $19
Fridays 5pm-8pm

All You Can Eat**Fish Fry 
Served with coleslaw, french fries, 

seasonal vegetable & a dinner roll $21

Winter SpecialsWinter Specials
Saturdays 4pm-8pm

Chef's Choice  
Dinner Special
 Sundays 9am-Noon

Crepe Bar 
Crepe's filled with your choice of 

Peach, Strawberry or
Blueberry compote. $4/each

(**No to go containers for reorders on AYCE specials**)

 Ruby's  & Bear Pine Bar
 Winter Hours: Thursdays 4-8 p.m., 

Fridays 11 a.m.-8p.m., Saturdays 8 a.m.-8p.m., 
& Sundays 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Serving 
Ruby's 
Menu

2 Indoor Pickleball Courts
Sunday-Wednesday 7 a.m.- 8 p.m. 
Thursday-Saturday 7 a.m.- 10 p.m. 
Call 218-678-2885 to reserve.

Saturday,
February 14 

8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
 Games will begin at 9a.m. sharp

Rockin' Ice Bocce

The day includes ice games, bonfires, food 
and drink, music, and plenty of laughs.

A fun 
combination 
of bocce & 

curling.

Sign your team up now 
— it’ll be the ‘coolest’ 
event you’ll attend!Sign up here!

For questions call 218-678-4666 
or email: rob.rathsack@ruttgers.com

First Street NW, Aitkin, MN 
56431. The main phone line 
remains 218-927-7200, with 
fax services continuing with 
218-927-7210 for the main 
fax, 218-927-7461 for child 
support and accounting , 
and 218-927-7262 for public 
health.
Major investment

The temporary move makes 
way for a significant renova-
tion project at the Human 
Services annex, located on the 
southeast corner of the court-
house block. While the annex 

received an extensive upgrade 
in the 1990s, county officials 
say the current remodel will 
modernize the facility for 
decades to come.

The $4.64 million project, 
funded through a combina-
tion of state bonding dollars 
and local fund balance, in-
cludes $1,979,707 for general 
construction; $165,000 for el-
evator installation; $524,320 
for electrical, safety and se-
curity upgrades; $1,139,544 
for HVAC improvements; and 
$633,195 for architectural, 

engineering and administra-
tive costs.

Several major bids for the 
project were awarded during 
the June 2025 county board 
meeting, marking a key step 
forward in the long-planned 
renovation.

For now, county staff have 
settled into their temporary 
home at the former VFW site, 
while construction crews get 
to work on building a more 
accessible, efficient future 
for Aitkin County Health and 
Human Services.

By ANN SCHWARTZ
If you’re heading to Aitkin 

County Health and Human 
Services and find yourself 
pulling into the VFW parking 
lot instead, you’re in the right 
place.

Health and Human Services 
has been temporarily relocat-
ed to the Aitkin VFW, 36558 
410th Ave., Aitkin, while its 
longtime facility undergoes a 

major $4.6 million remodel. 
The temporary move is ex-
pected to last until early spring 
or summer of 2026, with 
county officials pledging to 
notify the public once services 
return to the original building.

Despite the change in scen-
ery, county officials empha-
size that services remain fully 
available.

At the temporary VFW loca-

tion, just north of Aitkin and 
cross the bridge and right, 
residents can make payments, 
drop off paperwork, initiate 
services, and speak directly 
with a financial worker.

A secure drop box is also 
available at the VFW site and 
can be accessed 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week, 
offering flexibility for paper-
work drop-offs outside normal 
business hours.

Office hours remain Mon-
day through Friday, 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.

For specific services, resi-
dents are encouraged to call 
ahead. For WIC applications 
and 218-927-7201 and any 
other public health matters: 
call 218-927-7200.

Importantly, the mailing 
address, phone numbers, 
and fax numbers have not 
changed, even during the 
temporary relocation. Mail 
should still be sent to 204 

Multi-million remodel for Aitkin County Health and Human Services building

Construction is busy at the southeast corner of the court-
house block in Aitkin.                           Ann Schwartz photo

Minnesotans looking for a 
reason to bundle up and head 
outdoors won’t have to look 
far on Monday, Jan. 19.

That day marks the first Free 
Park Day of 2026, when the 
Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources will waive 
vehicle permit fees at all 73 
state parks and recreation 
areas statewide. The fee-free 
day invites visitors to explore 
Minnesota’s parks in the 
heart of winter — no permit 
required.

Free Park Day is one of four 
scheduled throughout the 
year, with one offered in each 
season. The remaining 2026 
dates are Saturday, April 25; 
Saturday, June 13; and Friday, 
Nov. 27, giving Minnesotans 
a chance to experience parks 
year-round.

“Minnesota state parks and 
recreation areas are open 
year-round, and winter of-
fers a quiet, peaceful time to 
experience them,” said Ann 

Pierce, director of the DNR 
Parks and Trails Division. 
“Having a free day in each 
season encourages people to 
explore parks at times of year 
they may not normally visit. 
From snow-covered trails to 
crisp winter landscapes, state 
parks shine in winter.”

If snow conditions cooper-
ate, visitors can enjoy classic 
cold-weather activities such 
as sledding, snowshoeing 
and cross-country skiing. 
Many parks offer snowshoe 
rentals, and select locations 
provide ski rentals as well. 
The DNR’s ParkFinder tool 
helps visitors find parks that 
match their interests, includ-
ing those with rental equip-
ment available.

Winter fun doesn’t have to 
depend on snow, however. 
Popular snow-free activi-
ties include birding, wildlife 
watching, hiking, photogra-
phy, or simply warming up by 
a campfire with hot chocolate 

and s’mores. When ice con-
ditions are safe, ice fishing is 
also a favorite pastime in state 
parks and recreation areas.

The DNR encourages vis-
itors to come prepared by 
dressing for the weather and 
packing water and snacks. 
Those new to winter recre-
ation can find helpful tips on 
how to dress for Minnesota 
winters, along with ice safe-
ty guidance, on the DNR’s 
website.

Before heading out, visitors 
should check park websites 
for updates in the visitor alert 
section. Free downloadable 
maps are available online and 
can be used with the Avenza 
maps app, which works even 
without cell service. Paper 
maps are also available at 
ranger stations.

While vehicle permit fees 
are waived on Free Park Days, 
other costs — such as camp-
ing, lodging or equipment 
rentals still apply.

Enjoy first Free Park Day of 2026
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