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Senator Peggy Rotundo will not
seek re-election in 2026

LEWISTON, ME
— State Senator Peggy
Rotundo announced last
week that she will not seek
re-election to the Maine
Senate in 2026, following
28 years of dedicated pub-
lic service to the people of
Lewiston.

“It has been the hon-
or of my life to serve the
people of Lewiston first
on the School Committee
and then in the State Leg-
islature,” said Senator Ro-
tundo. “I am profoundly
grateful for the trust that
the Lewiston communi-
ty has placed in me, and I
have worked my hardest
everyday to be worthy of
that trust.”

“Government’s role is
to help create opportunities
for all people, to lift them
up and to make their lives
a little easier,” Senator
Rotundo continued. “My
commitment to Lewiston
people and to people of
Maine has been to address
those issues that keep fam-
ilies up at night: heating
costs, access to affordable
health care and prescrip-
tions, safe and affordable
housing, property taxes,
community safety, ensur-
ing our schools prepare our
children for what’s next,
and good-paying jobs.
These were issues I heard
my neighbors talk about as
I sat at their kitchen table
or stood at their door, and
they’re issues I’ve worked

I,

o

hard to address because
they are so critical to our
communities.”

First elected to the
Legislature in 2000, Sen-
ator Rotundo is currently
serving her sixth non-con-
secutive term in the Maine
Senate, having also served
four terms in the Maine
House of Representatives.
As Chair of the Appropria-
tions and Financial Affairs
Committee, also known as
the State Budget Commit-
tee, Senator Rotundo suc-
cessfully championed the
expansion of health care,
prescription drug coverage

to Maine people, and prop-
erty tax relief. Senator Ro-
tundo has been a steadfast
voice for the essential pro-
grams that provide security
and well-being to Maine
people, including services
for veterans, older Main-
ers, and people with dis-
abilities. Locally, Senator
Rotundo has also secured
vital state funding for
several key Lewiston in-
stitutions, including Lew-
iston Auburn College, the
Lewiston Public Library,
Thorncrag Nature Sanctu-
ary, and the Franco Cen-

See Rotundo, page 8

Lewiston Public Library
Outreach Program

LEWISTON, ME
— The Lewiston Public Li-
brary is working to spread
the word about their Out-
reach Program, which offers
free delivery of library ma-
terials to homebound resi-
dents of Lewiston. Although
the library has been offering
this program for years, they
are constantly seeking new
participants to help make li-
brary materials more acces-
sible to the community.

The Lewiston Public
Library Outreach Program
is a free service that delivers
books and other library ma-
terials to Lewiston residents
who cannot come into their
building. Those in either
private settings or group
facilities are welcome to
apply for monthly delivery
of up to thirty items from
LPL’s local collection. Pa-
trons can utilize this service
on a regular or temporary

basis.

The Outreach Pro-
gram helps make the li-
brary’s resources accessible
to the entire Lewiston com-
munity, and if you or any-
one you know would like
access to library materials
but are unable to visit the
library, please reach out to
Lending Services Librarian
Regan Flieg at 207-513-
3004 ext. 3506 or rflieg@
lewistonmaine.gov.

January Special Section
National Human Trafficking
Awareness Month
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Twin Cities Swim Team sharing
success & smiles

MAINE - Twin Cit-
ies Swim Team has com-
pleted the halfway point
of its 104th season of com-
petitive swimming at The
YMCA of Auburn-Lewis-
ton. Under the leadership
of new Head Coach, Peter
Goulet, TCST has found its
stride in the and out of the
pool.

TCST traveled to
The YMCA of Kennebec
County in Augusta for its
first meet back in Novem-
ber. Thirty-three out of the
40 swimmers swam their
personal best times in just
their very first meet of the
season. “It was so much
fun to watch our team
swim with that kind of
success, the smile on our
kids’ faces were priceless.”
Goulet commented after
the meet.

In early December,
TCST continued success at
The Bath Area YMCA in a
meet against Long Reach
Swim Club of Bath, Canoe
City Swim Club of The
YMCA of Old Town-Oro-
no and The YMCA of Wal-
do County. TCST had its

largest participation to date
in this meet.

On December 7th
TCST joined members of
the Basketball Program
and the School Age Pro-
gram  representing  the
YMCA of Auburn-Lewis-
ton in the 2025 City of Au-
burn Tree Lighting Parade.
The YMCA had the largest
contingent of marchers,
so they were rewarded by
leading the parade from
121 Mill Street into Festi-
val Plaza.

TCST started 2026
off right away with a Janu-
ary 3rd meet at the YMCA
of Sanford-Springvale
where they outperformed
their expectations.  This
was a tri-meet with Long
Reach Swim Club and the
Sanford Y Titans. The
200 Medley Relay team of
Kyda Marafa from Gray,
Liliana Richardson from
Auburn, Addison Flint
from Lewiston and Starla
McCue from Auburn be-
gan the meet with an upset
swim, taking first place,
out touching Long Reach
Swim Club. “This race

was a turning point for
the TCST family as we re-
build our historic program.
I saw all of our swimmers
and parents united cheer-
ing on these four girls to
victory. It was a snapshot
of what I am trying to build
here at TCST,” said Gou-
let.

TCST is traveling
to the Boothbay Area
YMCA to swim the BBY
Dolphins. Coach Goulet
thinks that TCST stands
a good chance to bring in
its first team victory of the
season. “Winning happens
every day at TCST, it is
our motto that “Everyone
Swims — Everyone Wins”
that is the mentality that I
place in the heads of our
swimmers.”

On February S8th,
TCST is holding its annual
“Splash For Cash” Fund-
raiser. If you would like
to help the swimmers of
TCST by donating, please
send your donation to:
Twin Cities Swim Team,
YMCA of Auburn-Lewis-
ton, 62 Turner Street, Au-
burn, ME 04210.

2 Library Outreach
Program

Let us bring the books to you!

LPL offers monthly delivery of library materials to
Lewiston residents who cannot come into the
building. This is a free service available for patrons

needing it on a regular or temporary basis.

Contact: 207-513-3134 or
rflieg@lewistonmaine.gov
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Auburn Republican Caucus
Saturday, January 31st
AMS Cafeteria (use the back entrance)
38 Falcon Drive
Registration starts at 1:00PM
Everyone must sign in before the meeting starts.
Called by Kryston Chapman

Unaffiliated voters may register the day of the meeting.
Change of party MUST be done 15 days prior to
any caucus or election.

For more information email:
gopauburnmaine@gmail.com
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CLEAN BOOKRS 11.C

BOOKKEEPING
SERVICES

207-370-9292
cleanbooksmaine@gmail.com
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WinterKids Winter Games kick off

WESTBROOK,
ME - Last week, over
10,200 students across
Maine zipped up their
coats, laced their boots,
and headed outside for
the official kickoff of the
2026 WinterKids Winter
Games, a four-week out-
door learning and well-
ness challenge that trans-
forms winter into a season
of joy, learning, and con-
nection.

Now in its ninth year,
the Winter Games invite
elementary schools to
compete or play along in
a series of weekly outdoor
activities tied to physi-
cal education, nutrition,
winter safety, and family
engagement. Each week
includes themed lessons,
movement challenges,
and school spirit events,
all designed to get kids
moving, learning, and ex-
ploring outdoors.

“The Winter Games
offer schools something
to look forward to during
month of January,” says
Marion Doyle Education
Director at WinterKids.
“Our program promotes
a school-wide sense of
camaraderic and a love
for winter. Students and
teachers alike benefit from
fun, healthy, outdoor edu-
cation.”

This year’s theme,
“Heart,” will encourage
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students to build healthy
habits that strengthen
both body and mind. The
program also highlights
movement, mindfulness,
and community spirit.

2026 Winter Games
by the Numbers:

88 schools registered

Over 10,200 students
participating

Over 1,100 teachers
and wellness team mem-
bers engaged

$18,000 in cash
awards to be distributed
statewide

Each
classroom

participating
receives the

North Monmouth £
Jasonhodsdonmasonry@gmail.com

Injured

on the job?

We should talk.

——— (207) 333-5103 ——

Help@BilodeauLaw.me
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Winter Games PLAY-
Book for all participat-
ing students, weekly in-
centives, and access to
weekly prize drawings.
WinterKids still has ap-
proximately 800 free
PLAYBooks available for
Maine classrooms partic-
ipating in the Play-Along
track. These ready-to-
use guides help teachers
bring the Winter Games
into their classrooms with
movement-based activi-
ties, reflection prompts,
and outdoor learning chal-
lenges making it easy for
students to join the fun
even if their school isn’t
competing. PLAYBooks
are available on a first-
come, first-served basis
while supplies last.
Register to Play
Along and follow the fun:
Track updates from partic-
ipating schools or register
to play along at Winter-
Kids.org/Winter-Games.
The 2026 Winter-
Kids Winter Games are
made possible through
the generous support of
SnackPals, Backyard
Farms, Aroma Joe’s, Har-
vard Pilgrim Health Care,
MMG Insurance, and
Stockhouse Restaurant.
All WinterKids pro-
grams are made possible
thanks to our dedicated
Community Partners:
WEX, Portland Media
Group, WMTW Channel
8, Agren, Central Maine
Power, and LL Bean.

Thursday, January 22,2026
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Free The Andro public
meeting launch

BRUNSWICK, ME
— The public, media, and in-
terested groups are invited to
attend the free, public launch
of the Free The Andro coali-
tion, a Maine non-profit citi-
zens group formed to restore
fish passage between the
Androscoggin River and the
ocean after more than a cen-
tury of neglect and blockage
at the Brunswick—Topsham
dam.

Free the Andro and its
founding members — Amer-
ican Rivers, Friends of

Merrymeeting Bay, Maine
Rivers, Merrymeeting Bay
Chapter of Trout Unlimited,
RESTORE:The Northwoods
— will present the challenges
of the Brunswick-Topsham
dam stopping passage of
critical migratory fish and
discuss potential solutions
for rebuilding abundant and
sustainable fish populations
by returning the river to a
functional ecosystem.

This is truly a once-
in-a lifetime opportunity
as the dam faces Federal

relicensing which will de-
termine the fate of the riv-
er, its fish, commercial and
recreational fishing, and the
many communities along
its shores for generations to
come.

FREE THE ANDRO
Kick-Off Public Meeting

Morrell Meeting
Room, Curtis Library, 23
Pleasant Street, Brunswick

5:00-6:30 pm Tuesday,
January 27, 2026

Follow on Facebook :
“FreeTheAndro”

CASA training for guardian ad
litem in March

MAINE — Interested
in advocating for the best
interests of a child? The
Maine Court Appointed
Special Advocates (CASA)
program is holding its sum-
mer training for volunteer
advocates from March 9th
through March 13th, 2026.

This free, five-day
training is designed to pre-
pare attendees for certifica-
tion as volunteer guardians
ad litem (GALs) in Maine
child protection cases.
Trainees may participate
virtually or in person. For
those who wish to partici-
pate in person, the training

will be held in Augusta.
Accommodations may be
available.

The foundation of a
CASA’s work is learning
about the case and then
advising the court what
the CASA believes is in
the child’s best interest.
CASAs come from a wide
variety of professional and
personal backgrounds and
are guided throughout the
process by CASA program
staff. CASAs bring their
own unique perspectives to
their work as volunteers.

If you are willing to
advocate for a child’s best

interests, we encourage you
to apply to become a CASA
volunteer. Those interested
in the training must com-
plete an application and, if
invited to participate, must
also complete criminal and
child protection services
background checks.

Are you ready to ad-
vocate for a child’s best in-
terests? If so, we hope you
can join us for our March
2026 training. For more in-
formation about becoming
a volunteer, please contact
Maine CASA at 213-2865
or by e-mail at casa@
courts.maine.gov.

Resources for laid off workers

MAINE — Winter of-
ten brings an increase in sea-
sonal layoffs, with January
traditionally being one of
the busiest periods for unem-
ployment insurance claims.
Therefore, the Maine Depart-
ment of Labor is providing
the following information for
people applying for unem-
ployment insurance benefits.

If laid off, or fur-
loughed, the Department en-
courages affected workers to
do the following:

in Maine

Immediately apply for
unemployment  insurance
benefits, which provide par-
tial wage replacement while
a person transitions to their
next employment opportuni-
ty:  www.maine.gov/unem-
ployment/

Claims can be filed:

Online 24/7 — this is the
fastest way to file;

By phone at 1-800-
593-7660 Monday-Friday be-
tween 8 a.m.-3 p.m. (Phone
wait times tend to be longest

r

PROFESSIONAL

COMPUTER SERVICES INC.

allworXx

207.784.6295

buck@pro-pc.us

Save $%

on your
business
phone!

Call today for
a demonstration!

~

Buck Buchanan
A+, MCP Certified Technician

at the beginning of the week,
and lowest on Thursdays and
Fridays. Once you are in the
phone queue, do not hang
up.);

In person at the Au-
gusta, Bangor, Portland,
Lewiston, and Presque Isle
CareerCenters on Thursdays
between 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Over the past year, the
Department has expanded its
unemployment insurance as-
sistance by offering in-person
clinics and publishing a series
of short videos. Video topics
include eligibility require-
ments and how someone can
reset their account password.

If a person still has
questions, they can call
1-800-593-7660, or leave
an online message under
“contact us”: https://assist.
reemployme.maine.gov/cp/
landing

Attend the next virtu-
al Rapid Response session,
which is held every Wednes-
day at 10 a.m. and is open
to anyone. Sessions cover
unemployment  insurance,
CareerCenter services, the
Maine JobLink, health insur-
ance options, training assis-
tance, etc.

If owed wages, contact
the Bureau of Labor Stan-
dards by filling out a com-
plaint form on-line, or calling
207-623-7900.
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Saint Dominic announces $1M

LEWISTON, ME —
Saint Dominic Regional
High School (SDRHS)
today announced a trans-
formational $1 million
scholarship commitment
from Don and Cathy
Dion, to be distribut-
ed over the next four
years, expanding access
to catholic education for
students across the Lew-
iston—Auburn region.
The multi-year pledge
represents a major in-
vestment in the school’s
future and in families
seeking a values-based
education grounded in
faith, service, and aca-
demic excellence.

Dr. Claude Berube
and the Board of Direc-
tors also announced that
Don Dion, a 1972 grad-
uate of Saint Dominic’s,
has agreed to join the
school’s Board of Direc-
tors, further strengthen-
ing leadership and long-
term stewardship of the
institution.

The Dions are issu-
ing a community chal-
lenge, inviting 500 in-
dividuals, families, and
businesses to join them at
any level of giving. Their
goal is to turn this com-
mitment into a ground-
swell of shared support,

Dion Scholarship Fund Challenge

SAINT
DOMINIC

REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL

ensuring the Dion Schol-
arship Fund is a catalyst
for lasting impact. To-
gether, these partners can
help secure the SDRHS
future, expand scholar-
ship opportunities, and
send a powerful message
that the school’s mission
and students are a shared
priority throughout the
region.

The Dion Schol-
arships will be dedicat-
ed primarily to helping
Catholic  students  of
French Canadian heri-
tage, reflecting the Dion
family’s deep apprecia-
tion for both their faith
and cultural background.
The program is intended
to strengthen the school’s
historic ties to the re-
gional French Canadian
Catholic community and
ensure that future gener-
ations can share in that
tradition. In addition to
the focus on Catholic
students from French Ca-
nadian heritage, awards
will be based on a combi-
nation of financial need,
academic merit, and a
demonstrated record of
community service. This
holistic approach is de-
signed to identify young
people who not only ex-
cel in the classroom, but

Ready to take the next step
in recovery?
The Center for Recovery at St. Mary’s provides
accessible, responsive care tailored to your unique

journey. Whether it's your first time reaching out or
you're returning for support, we're here to help.

Call 207-376-3419 to get started.

€% ST MARY'S
Center for Recovery

A Member of Covenant Health
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who also embody the val-
ues of service and lead-
ership central to the mis-
sion of SDRHS.

“We are grateful to
Don and Cathy Dion for
their extraordinary gen-
erosity and vision,” said
Sean Andrews, Chair of
the Board. “Their com-
mitment will open doors
for many deserving stu-
dents who might not oth-
erwise be able to afford a
Saint Dominic Regional
High School education,
while also honoring the
French Canadian Catho-
lic roots that have helped
shape our school commu-
nity.”

Beginning with the
upcoming school year,
forty $5,000 Dion Schol-
arships are expected to
be awarded to both new
and returning students
who meet eligibility cri-
teria. Details regarding
application procedures,
deadlines, and selection
processes will be shared
directly with families and
published through the
school’s official commu-
nication channels as the
program launches.

To join the Dion
$1 Million Scholarship
Challenge, apply for
scholarships, or learn
more about admissions at
SDRHS, visit www.saint-
dominicrhs.org.

Page 3

Otto’s Pizza celebrates grand
reopening in Auburn

AUBURN, ME -
Otto’s Pizza, a beloved
local favorite known for
its wood-fired pizzas and
commitment to quality
ingredients, will officially
celebrate its grand reopen-
ing in Auburn with a rib-
bon cutting and communi-
ty celebration on Monday,
January 26, 2026.

The ribbon cut-
ting ceremony will take
place at 10:45 a.m., with
the restaurant opening
its doors to the public at
11:00 a.m. Community
members, local leaders,
and pizza lovers alike are
invited to join in marking
this exciting new chapter

for Otto’s Pizza in Au-
burn.

Guests can enjoy the
signature wood-fired piz-
zas they know and love
while reconnecting with
friends and neighbors in a
relaxed, welcoming atmo-
sphere. Whether longtime
fans or first-time visitors,
attendees are encouraged
to stop by, enjoy great
food, and help celebrate
the reopening of this local
staple.

To thank the com-
munity for its continued
support, Otto’s Pizza will
offer special all-day pro-
motions on Monday, Jan-
uary 26, including:

$10
cheese pizzas

All-day happy hour,
featuring food and drink
specials

Event Details:

Location: Otto’s Piz-
za, Auburn

Date: Monday, Janu-
ary 26, 2026

Time: Ribbon Cut-
ting at 10:45 a.m.; Restau-
rant Opens at 11:00 a.m.

Otto’s Pizza looks
forward to welcoming the
Auburn community back
and kicking off this excit-
ing milestone with great
food, friendly faces, and a
celebration worthy of the
occasion.

twelve-inch

Lewiston teacher wins Teaching
America250 award

PHILADELPHIA,
PA — The Jack Miller Cen-
ter (JMC), an educational
non-profit committed to
civic education, announced
the winners of the Teach-
ing America250 Awards
thanks to the generous
support of the Carnegie
Corporation of New York.
The Awards will allow 51
teachers from across the
country to develop and
implement engaging edu-
cational projects focused
on the 250th anniversary
of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence.

“The Teaching Amer-
ica250 Award winners are
introducing the next gener-
ation to the essential ideas,
stories, and documents of
America’s civic tradition,”
said Hans Zeiger, president
of the Jack Miller Center.
“Through their projects,
these amazing educators

will make America’s 250th
birthday a memorable ex-
perience for thousands of
students across the coun-
try.”

The 51 teachers se-
lected represent each state
and Washington, D.C.
Each recipient will receive
$5,000 in funding for a
project of their own design
that engages students with
the history of America’s
founding and the ideals of
the Declaration. Projects
include field trips to mu-
seums and state capitals,
school assemblies, student
art projects, and communi-
ty events. Select winners
will be chosen to attend
JMC’s National Summit
on Civic Education or the
Civic Learning Week Na-
tional Forum, hosted by
iCivics and the Democrat-
ic Knowledge Project.

The full list of

awards recipients is be-
low and information on
each teacher’s project can
be found here: https://
www.jackmillercenter.
org/teaching-ameri-
ca250-award-winners.

Celia  Mawhinney,
Lewiston Middle School
(Lewiston, ME) was

among the winners.

Winners were select-
ed through a review pro-
cess by JMC staff, board
members, and members
of the National Civics
Council. Proposals were
evaluated on multiple as-
pects, including relevance
to the Declaration of In-
dependence and its central
themes, student engage-
ment, creativity, and fea-
sibility. Winners represent
public, private, and charter
schools and rural, subur-
ban, and urban communi-
ties.
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Six of us gathered
at the Parkman Moun-
tain Trailhead on Route 3
near Northeast Harbor in
the heart of Mount Desert
Island early on a mid-De-
cember morning. After
completing a Penobscot
Paddle & Chowder So-
ciety ascent of Cadillac
Mountain the previous
day, we were poised to
climb Parkman Moun-
tain on a cool, cloudy day
with light winds.

Parkman Mountain
is located in the west
central sector of Acadia
National Park surround-
ed by several other im-
pressive peaks. Since icy
conditions were encoun-
tered on Cadillac Moun-
tain, we were prepared
for a similar experience.

Unlike North Ridge
Trail on Cadillac Moun-
tain, which had been dif-
ficult to access because
park roads were closed
for the winter, we were
able to drive directly to
the trailhead parking area.
There are two trailheads
for Parkman Mountain
on Route 3. We chose the
northern-most because it
offers safer off-road park-
ing and a public toilet.

Our plan was to
climb Parkman Moun-
tain, then traverse near-
by Bald Peak, and return
via Bald Peak Trail, a
trip described in detail
in my book, Mountains
for Mortals — New En-
gland. However, since

we were departing from
the northern trailhead,

Thursday, January 22,2026

Seniors Not Acting Their Age
An Icy Ascent of Parkman Mountain

we planned a minor devi-
ation by hiking the park
Carriage Road on both
ends of the trip. None of
the other trip participants
had completed the hike
so we were relying on my
memory and the book de-
scription based on a fall
hike.

Wearing micro
spikes from the outset,
we departed hiking easily
east on the Carriage Road
on a carpet of packed
snow. After a short dis-
tance, we turned left onto
the Parkman Mountain
Trail and progressed
over a rocky surface
with some patchy ice in a
mixed conifer and hard-
wood forest.

Soon after, we
crossed the winding Car-
riage Road and re-entered
Parkman Mountain Trail.
The path weaved steadily
upward on hard-packed
snow and ice-covered
terrain. Several slippery
inclines required careful
maneuvering.

After passing over
some icy open ledges
enveloped in a coating
of snow, we entered a
densely wooded area and
encountered a massive
vertical ridge. Unlike my
previous hike in the fall,
most of the ridge was
immersed in a menacing
layer of hard ice.

Facing the dilem-
ma of an intimidating
ice climb, we considered
turning back and inves-
tigating Bald Mountain
Trail. After some dis-

Ch|mneys Chlmney Cleamngs ° Masonry Demo
Repointing & Repairs « Culture Stones
Restorations « Stainless Steel Liners

We install professional chimney caps!

215-3557
North Monmouth

Jasonhodsdonmasonry@gmall com

cussion, we decided to
attempt an ascent of the
icy escarpment. Using
teamwork, we success-
fully mastered the icy
barrier by painstakingly
assisting one another at
each level. However, re-
turning on the same route
was not appealing.

A succession of
abrupt, icy open prom-
inences in a sparsely
wooded landscape en-
sued. Bald Peak loomed
over us in the east and
the southern shoulder of
Parkman Mountain could
be seen ahead in the dis-
tance.

The gradient mod-
erated as we proceeded
through a patchy snow
and ice-covered boulder
field until reaching the
Bald Peak Trail junction
on the right. Turning
left, we followed snow-
capped cairns on a most-
ly ice-free trail to the
spectacular, barren Park-
man summit.

The 360-degree
views from the top were
nothing short of breath-
taking. Modest winds al-
lowed us to pause to em-
brace wonderful views of
eastern Penobscot Bay,
Somes Sound, and sever-
al nearby mountains.

Given our icy as-
cent, the return route
was a topic of discus-
sion. Descending Park-
man Mountain Trail was
ruled out. A majority of
the group felt traversing
Bald Peak posed a sub-
stantial risk of excessive
ice. Instead, we decided
to descend the Grandgent
Trail on the east side of
Parkman Mountain to an
attenuated col between
Gilmore and Bald Peaks
and then follow lower el-
evation trails south to the
Carriage Road.

The Grandgent
Trail was very steep and
cluttered with a combi-
nation of deep snow and
sporadic ice. However,

Courtney
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the thickly wooded path
provided a multitude of
handholds allowing for a
reasonably safe descent.
Once at the bottom, we
followed a gentle decline
on Giant Slide Trail to
Maple Spring Trail.

Turning right on
Maple Spring Trail, we
entered a captivating,
narrow gorge and fol-
lowed a tiny boulder-
strewn stream south to
Hemlock Bridge on the
Carriage Road. The im-
pressive granite structure
is one of 17 unique stone
bridges in the Carriage
Road network.

Hardened snow on
the Carriage Road al-
lowed for easy walking
west to the parking area
completing a memorable,
icy adventure.

My book, Maine Al
Fresco: The Fifty Finest
Outdoor Adventures in
Maine narrates several
winter mountain expe-
ditions including climbs
of Maine’s highpoint,
Mount Katahdin.

The author of “The
Great Mars Hill Bank
Robbery” and “Moun-
tains for Mortals — New
England,” Ron  Chase
resides in Topsham. His
latest book, “Maine Al
Fresco: The Fifty Fin-
est Outdoor Adventures
in Maine” is available at
North Country Press and
through online retailers.
Visit his website at www.
ronchaseoutdoors.com
or he can be reached at
ronchaseoutdoors@com-
cast.net

Carol Hatch climbs an icy ridge on Parkman Mountain
Trail with an assist from Mark Nelson

Two hikers approach the summit of barren Parkman Moun-
tain

A hiker descends a narrow gorge on Maple Spring Trail

Send all items for Names &
Faces to the editor. Deadline
is Friday by five pm.
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AARP Maine accepting 2026
applications for community grant

PORTLAND, ME
— AARP Maine invites
local eligible nonprofit
organizations and govern-
ments to apply for the 2026
AARP Community Chal-
lenge grant program, now
through March 4, 2026, at
5:00 p.m. Eastern. AARP
Community Challenge
grants fund quick-action
projects that help commu-
nities become more livable
by improving public plac-
es, transportation, housing,
digital connections, and
more.

Now in its tenth year,
AARP will double its in-
vestment, awarding over
$8 million in grants as part
of its nationwide Livable
Communities initiative,
which supports the efforts
of cities, towns, neighbor-
hoods and rural areas to
become great places to live
for all residents, especially
those age 50 and older.

“The Community
Challenge is a critical part
of how AARP Maine works
with local residents, advo-
cates, and policymakers to
make our communities bet-
ter places to live and thrive
for people of all ages.
The Community Chal-
lenge grant program has
proven that quick-action
projects can lead to long-
term change, especially
for Mainers 50-plus,” said
Noél Bonam, AARP Maine
State Director.

This year, the AARP
Community Challenge
is accepting applications
across three different grant
opportunities. All projects
must be consistent with
AARP’s mission to serve
the needs of people 50 and
older along with other eli-
gibility criteria.

Flagship grants sup-
port projects that improve
public places; transporta-
tion; housing; digital con-
nections; and disaster resil-
ience. Awards range from
a few hundred dollars to
$15,000.

Capacity-building
microgrants are paired with

expert support, webinars,
and cohort learning for
projects to improve walk-
ability and bikeability; to
implement safe, accessible
home modifications; and to
provide disaster prepared-
ness training. Awards are
$2,500.

Demonstration grants
fund projects that encour-
age replication of exempla-
ry local efforts. This year’s
focus is on improving pe-
destrian safety, with fund-
ing support from Toyota
Motor North America; on
expanding high-speed in-
ternet access and adoption,
with funding support from
Microsoft; and on offer-
ing housing choice design
competitions. Awards typi-
cally range from $10,000-
$20,000, not to exceed
$25,000.

“Over the last decade,
AARP has invested in
communities to help peo-
ple of all ages and abilities
to thrive,” said Nancy Lea-
Mond, AARP Executive
Vice President and Chief
Advocacy & Engagement
Officer. “The impact that
our Community Challenge
grants have had in cities,
towns and counties nation-
wide is significant, sup-
porting everything from
crosswalks and home im-
provements to increased
community  engagement
while also serving as a cat-
alyst for further action. We
look forward to expanding
the program and its cumu-
lative results over the next
ten years.”

Since 2017, AARP
has invested $24.3 mil-
lion toward 2,100 livabil-
ity projects — including
$546,863 in Maine — across
all 50 states, the District
of Columbia, Puerto Rico
and the U.S. Virgin Islands
through the Community
Challenge. The program
aims to provide support to
all community types, in-
cluding rural, suburban and
urban communities with a
special focus on the needs
of those 50 and older.

AARP Maine works
in collaboration with com-
munities across the state,
bringing people together
and providing resources
and expertise to help make
Maine’s counties, towns,
and cities great places to
live for people of all ages.
Through its livable com-
munities work, AARP
Maine has helped advance
conversations around ac-
cessory dwelling units
(ADUs), supported efforts
to transform underused
public spaces into commu-
nity assets, promoted safer
walking and biking, and
encouraged  intergenera-
tional community engage-
ment.

The Community
Challenge is open to eli-
gible 501(c)(3), 501(c)(4),
and 501(c)(6) nonprofit
organizations and govern-
ment entities. Other types
of organizations are con-
sidered on a case-by-case
basis. Grants can range
from several hundred dol-
lars for small, short-term
activities to tens of thou-
sands for larger projects.

The application dead-
line is 5:00 p.m. Eastern,
March 4, 2026. All proj-
ects must be completed
by December 15, 2026. To
submit an application and
view past grantees, visit
www.AARP.org/Commu-
nityChallenge.
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Fly fishing, fly-tying garage sale

BRUNSWICK, ME
— A first-ever Garage Sale
for all things fly fishing —
rods, reels, flies, fly-tying
gear, and much more — will
be held at the February
get-together of the Mer-
rymeeting Bay chapter of
Trout Unlimited.

Members and the
public are invited to at-
tend the Merrymeeting Bay
monthly meeting of this
national cold-water con-
servation organization as
we gather sportspeople and
conservationists on Tues-
day, February 17, 2026, at
Sea Dog Brewing, 1 Bow-
doin Mill Island, Topsham.

Four estate collec-
tions from Maine fishers
will be available for view
and purchase — haggling
encouraged — at this spe-
cial event. Items include:
fly-tying materials of every
description; fly rods, reels,
lines, and boxes; fresh and
salt water lures and flies.
Come prepared to share
stories, enjoy fellowship,
and find a bargain to re-
stock for spring fishing
season.  Cash and credit
cards accepted. All monies

MéflRYMEE‘I‘ING BAY
TROUT UNLIMITED
B — T —

raised will go directly to
MMBTU’s community-fo-
cused conservation and ed-
ucation efforts.

The Fly Fishing &
Fly-Tying Garage Sale be-
gins at 4:30 pm; social hour
and dinner start at 6:00
pm. The event is free; din-
ner and drinks can be pur-
chased.

MMBTU  monthly
membership meetings are
held at Sea Dog on the third
Tuesday of each month,
September through May.

No admission fee.
Open to members and
non-members alike.

Please join us.

Our mission is to
conserve, protect, and re-

store our area’s cold-water
resources and the water-
sheds on which they de-
pend. Trout Unlimited is
the nation’s oldest and
largest cold-water fisheries
conservation organization
dedicated to caring for
and recovering America’s
rivers and streams so our
children can experience the
joy of wild and native trout
and salmon. Across the
country, TU brings to bear
local, regional, and nation-
al grassroots organizing,
durable partnerships, sci-
ence-backed policy mus-
cle, and legal firepower on
behalf of trout and salmon
fisheries, healthy waters,
and vibrant communities.

Send all items for
Names & Faces to the editor.
Deadline is Friday by five pm.

STAPLES
COWORKING

A NEW SPACE
TO BREAKOLD RULES

COME TRY OUR NEW COWORKING
AND MEETING SPACE IN AUBURN

MENTION THIS AD AND GET 1

FOR FREE!

FREEWEEK OF OPEN SEAT

COWORKING AND 1HOUR OF

MEETING ROOM USE.

OFFER VALID ONLY AT OUR
€9 UNION ST. AUEURN, MELOCATION




Page 6

Thursday, January 22,2026

Entertainment

Contradance in Lewiston is back Dueling Pianos return to Franco
Center for music & mayhem

in February

LEWISTON, ME
— The regular third-Fri-
day contradance is back
this coming Friday
February 21 at Trinity
Commons, beginning at

7:30. Hannah Chamber-
lain will be the caller,
with the Twitchell Hill
Fiddleheads providing mu-
sic. A workshop for begin-
ning dancers will begin at

Admission is a slid-
ing scale for adults, sug-
gested 15.-25., 5. for teens
and children 12 and under
free.

Follow us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/twincitytimes

Included Pre-Show WINE tasting Thu, Feb 5!
BEER tasting Sat Eve, Feb 7!

ThePublicTheatre.org | 782-3200

SPONSORS: Butler Bros., DaVinci's Eatery, Twin City Times, Baxter Brewing

UNDERWRITERS: Platz Associates, Sun Journal, WOXO & WIGY

Funny, Hearthreaking, Sexy, and Smart!
“"BEST-NEW AMERICAN PLAY"

rdBL\d

THEATRE

31 Maple Street, Lewiston

LEWISTON, ME
— By popular demand, the
wildly entertaining Duel-
ing Pianos experience re-
turns to the Franco Center
on Saturday, January 24,
promising an unforgetta-
ble evening packed with
music, laughter, and audi-
ence-driven fun. Pianists
Amy Thomason and Billy
Ward will bring their talent
and skills to entertain and
bring laughs to the audi-
ence.

Set in the intimate
atmosphere of the Franco
Center’s Lower Level Bar
and Lounge, this interactive
show puts guests right in
the middle of the action —
literally. Seating will be ar-
ranged “in the round,” sur-
rounding the performers for
an up-close, high-energy
experience where the audi-
ence helps shape the show.

Expect fast-paced
musical Dbattles, hilarious
banter, and nonstop crowd
requests as two powerhouse
pianists go head-to-head
across genres and genera-
tions — from classic rock
and pop hits to throwback
favorites and unexpected
surprises. No two shows are
ever the same.

Doors open at 6:00
p-m. with a cash bar, and
the performance begins at
7:00 p.m.

Tickets:

$25 in advance

$30 at the door

Purchase online:
https://app.arts-peo-

J

Amy Thomason, Franco Center photo.

ple.com/index.php?-
show=304301

Thank you to our gen-
erous event sponsors:

Berman & Simmons

Maine  Community
Bank

Evergreen Printing

Tickets can be pur-

chased in person when the
box office is open from
10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tues-

days and Wednesday, on-
line at www.francocenter.
org, or by phone at 207-
689-2000. The Franco
Center is handicap acces-
sible through its elevator
entrance on the Lincoln St.
Alley side of the building.
Parking is in the mill lot on
Oxford Street. The venue is
at 46 Cedar Street in Lew-
iston.

11:00AM

located in the

Idea Lab

Lewiston
PUBLIC

Saturday,
January 24th

Second Floor

Painting Class:

Let It Snow!
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Seniors impacted by Alzheimer’s
invited to apply for scholarship

MAINE - The Alz-
heimer’s Foundation of
America (AFA) is offer-
ing scholarships of up to
$5,000 to college-bound
high school seniors affect-
ed by Alzheimer’s disease
or other dementia-related
illnesses as part of its annu-
al Teen Alzheimer’s Aware-
ness Scholarship. Entries
can be submitted at www.
alzfdn.org/scholarship and
must be received by Sun-
day, March 1 at 5 pm ET.

Eligible teens are
invited to apply for the
scholarship by submitting
an essay (1,500 words
maximum) or submitting a
video (no more than four
minutes long) describing
how Alzheimer’s disease
has shaped their lives, what
they have learned about
themselves, their family
and/or their community
through their experience
with Alzheimer’s, and how
they plan to advocate or
raise awareness in the fu-
ture.

The contest recog-
nizes the emotional, aca-
demic, and personal chal-
lenges young people often
face when a loved one is
living with the disease. By
amplifying student voices,
the program aims to raise
awareness, foster empathy,
and support the next gener-
ation as they pursue higher
education while honoring
the resilience shown by
families affected by Alz-
heimer’s.

Examples of ways
that Alzheimer’s impacted
a student’s life can include:

Having a loved one
with Alzheimer’s disease
or another dementia-relat-
ed illness

Helping care for
someone with Alzheimer’s
disease or another demen-
tia-related illness

Volunteering or work-
ing in a care setting that
serves individuals with de-
mentia

Raising Alzheimer’s
awareness in their school

or community

Conducting  Alzhei-
mer’s research

The program is open
to current high school se-
niors living in the United
States who will be attend-
ing a U.S. college or uni-
versity this Fall. Students
already attending college
are not eligible to partici-
pate.

The top prize award-
ed is a $5,000 scholar-
ship. Additional prizes are
awarded for runners up and
honorable mentions. More
than $527,000 in college
scholarships have been
awarded since the pro-
gram’s inception.

AFA provides these
scholarship funds through
the generous support of
charitable donors. Individ-
uals wishing to support this
and other programs and
services for families affect-
ed by Alzheimer’s disease
can do so by visiting www.
alzfdn.org/donate or call-
ing AFA at 866-232-8484.

Off-Broadway hit STILL opens at
The Public Theatre

LEWISTON, ME
— What do you do when
you love someone, but hate
some things they believe?

Lost love is rekindled
in the funny, heartbreak-
ing, sexy and smart new
play STILL, playing Jan
30 — Feb 8, when a couple
who broke up in their 30s
get another chance at love
in their 60s.

Secrets are exposed,
second chances are given,
and an avocado goes fly-
ing in the Maine premiere
of this recent Off-Broad-
way hit and Outer Critics
Circle nominee for Best
New American Play. Com-
pelling and provocative,
you’ll be talking about this
show all the way home.

Part love story, part
fly on the wall conversa-
tion so many of us are hav-
ing, STILL takes you on an
entertaining journey filled
with unexpected plot twists
and surprises.

Playwright Lia Ro-
meo will be joining the
Sunday, Feb 1 post-show
discussion with the direc-

tor and actors to answer au-
dience questions and share
her insights about the play.
Stepping into the
roles of former lovers Mark
and Helen will be Equity
actors Joe Gately and Jan-
et Mitchko. Joe and Janet
previously appeared to-
gether at The Public The-
atre in Good People and
are thrilled to be reunited
onstage. Joe has appeared
onstage in New York and
at various regional theatres
from Colorado to Vermont,
as well as on television in
Blue Bloods and Blacklist
among others. Janet has
been at the artistic helm
of The Public Theatre for
the past 33 seasons acting,
directing and building the
theatre from its infancy.
Prior to life in Maine, Jan-
et was an actress, director,
voiceover talent and acting
teacher in New York City.
Some of her favorite roles
at The Public include En-
chanted April, Educating
Rita, Terra Nova and The
Glass Menagerie.
Directing STILL will

be Mark Routhier. Mark di-
rected and ran the new play
development at The NOLA
Project in New Orleans,
Orlando Shakespeare The-
atre, Magic Theatre in San
Francisco, and was Lit
Chair for the National New
Play Network.

The set for STILL is
designed by Chad LeFe-
bvre, lighting by Michael
Reidy and costumes by
Kevin Hutchins.

STILL runs Jan 30 —
Feb 8 at The Public The-
atre, Lewiston/Auburn’s
Professional Theatre,
located at 31 Maple St.
Lewiston Thurs-Friday at
7:00pm, Sat at 3pm, Sun
at 2pm with a Sat evening
show on Feb 7 at 7:30pm.
Tickets $35 - $15. Tickets
and information at www.
thepublictheatre.org or
207- 782-3200.

Sponsored by Butler
Bros., DaVinci’s Eatery,
Twin City Times, Baxter
Brewing Co.

Season Underwriters:
Sun Journal, Platz Associ-
ates, Bennett Radio Group.

Send all items for
Names & Faces to the editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five pm.
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Applications open for student
position on State Board of Ed

MAINE - Applica-
tions are being accepted
from current high school
sophomores who attend
public school in the Sec-
ond Congressional Dis-
trict.

The Maine State
Board of Education is
currently seeking applica-
tions for its newest student
member. Applications are
open through Friday, Feb-
ruary 13, 2026.

Student voice is crit-
ically important to the
Maine State Board of Ed-
ucation. The Board has
two nonvoting student
members who join as high
school juniors and serve
for two years. One student
is enrolled in a school in
Maine’s First Congressio-
nal District, and the other
student is enrolled in a
school in Maine’s Second
Congressional District. At
all times, the Board has
one high school junior
and one high school senior
with staggered appoint-
ments serving as mem-
bers.

Applications are be-
ing accepted from current
high school sophomores
who attend public school
in the Second Congres-
sional  District, which
includes  Androscoggin,
Aroostook, Franklin, Han-
cock, Oxford, Penobscot,
Piscataquis, Somerset,
Waldo, Washington, and
part of Kennebec Coun-
ties.

“Students bring a
vital perspective to the
Maine State Board of Ed-
ucation. Their lived expe-
riences in Maine’s schools
help to inform the Board’s

decisions and strengthen
its work on behalf of all
learners,” Paulette Bon-
neau, Chair of the Maine
State Board of Educa-
tion, said. “Serving on the
Board is a unique opportu-
nity for students to engage
in civic leadership, while
shaping the future of ed-
ucation in Maine. Student
members play an import-
ant role in ensuring that
Board discussions and de-
cisions reflect the realities
of today’s classrooms.”

Application ~ mate-
rials are available on the
Student Board Members
webpage. The Maine State
Board of Education has
also mailed application
materials to all Second
Congressional District
high school principals, Ca-
reer and Technical Educa-
tion directors, and school
counselors.

Completed applica-
tions, either hard copy or
digital copy, should please
be sent to:

Mary Becker

Interim Office Spe-
cialist

Maine State Board of
Education

23 State House Sta-
tion

Augusta, ME 04333-
0023

207-624-6616

Mary.Becker@
maine.gov

After  applications
close on February 13,
they will be reviewed ac-
cording to the process de-
scribed in statute. Semifi-
nalists will be interviewed
in March 2026, after
which three finalists will
be chosen. The names and

application materials of
the finalists will be sent to
the Governor’s office for
final selection. The Joint
Standing Committee on
Education and Cultural
Affairs of the Maine State
Legislature will then in-
terview the nominee in a
public hearing and make
a recommendation about
the nominee to the Maine
Senate, which is charged
with confirming the ap-

pointment.
Please consider shar-
ing this extraordinary

opportunity for Maine
students to practice civic
engagement, while serv-
ing as both a representa-
tive of Maine students and
an active education leader
in Maine.

Those with questions
may contact Mary Becker,
Maine State Board of Edu-
cation Interim Office Spe-
cialist, at 207-624-6616 or
via email at Mary.Beck-
er@maine.gov.
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Make a memory with your child that
you'll cherish for a lifetime.

Children ages 4-12 are sure to treasure an
evening of dressing up and dancing with their
loved ones. All parents/guardians are welcome.

Space is limited. Get your tickets today!

Advance purchase required.

ThePublicTheatre.org | 782-3200

The Ball will be held at the Kora Shrine Temple, Lewiston

Annual
Valentine
Ball

Feb 14
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Rotundo

Continued from page 1

ter. The Lewiston school
system remains the highest
recipient of state funding
in Maine.

A lifelong advocate
for education, Senator
Rotundo’s commitment to
Lewiston’s schools spans
decades. She served for
eight years on the School
Committee, served as Pres-
ident of the Maine School
Boards Association,
launched the Lewiston Ed-
ucation Fund, and helped
establish Pettengill School
Park and the Lewiston-Au-
burn Youth Lacrosse Pro-
gram.

In the wake of the
October 25 mass shoot-
ing in Lewiston, Senator
Rotundo showed up and
worked hard to support
her community through
the collective grief and
trauma that followed. She
helped establish the Maine
Mass Violence Care Fund,
which will provide for
medical costs for victims
of mass violence into the
future, and secured fund-
ing for the Maine Resil-
iency Center, which pro-
vides services to people
impacted by the shooting.
Driven by her belief that
every Mainer deserves to
feel safe and secure while
going about their daily
lives, Senator Rotundo
advanced gun safety and
mental health reforms to
lessen gun violence and
save lives.

Throughout her years
of public service, Senator
Rotundo has served on
many legislative commis-
sions that have dealt with
some of the most pressing
and consequential policy
issues Maine has faced,

such as school district con-
solidation,  government
transparency and budget
reform, as well as helping
to create the Riverlands
State Park and establish-
ing Maine’s Citizen Trade
Policy Commission.

Senator Rotundo,
who has worked hard to
earn and maintain the
trust of her colleagues,
is well-regarded in the
Maine Legislature for her
collaborative approach to
bipartisan work. “I have
always believed that elect-
ed officials need to do all
we can to create an at-
mosphere of cooperation
and trust, because that
makes it possible to work
through differences and
accomplish the best out-
comes for Maine people.
I am proud that in my 14
years of chairing the Ap-
propriations Committee,
all but two of the budgets
we passed were biparti-
san.”

Senator Rotundo has
received many awards and
honors over the years for
her legislative work, her
support for the Lewiston
community, and her com-
mitment to bringing a co-
operative and respectful
spirit to the public sphere.

In addition to her
public service, Senator
Rotundo directed the Of-
fice of Career Services at
Bates College and helped
establish and direct the
Bates Harward Center for
Community Partnerships,
which connects students
to the Lewiston commu-
nity through volunteer
opportunities at local
schools and nonprofits.
She has served on sever-
al state boards, including
the Board of Trustees for

the University of Maine
System and the Maine Co-
alition to End Domestic
Violence Board of Direc-
tors, as well as numerous
boards of local nonprofits
and organizations.

“While I’ve decided
to step away from my leg-
islative duties at the end of
my current term, [ will not
be stepping away from my
commitment to the people
of my community,” said
Senator Rotundo. “I have
great faith in and love for
Lewiston and its people,
and I will continue to find
ways to serve them.”

“In the meantime,
there is critical work to
be accomplished at the
State House in the com-
ing months, and I look
forward to continuing to
throw myself into that
work as I have always
done,” said Senator Ro-
tundo. “I am eager to work
with and support those
who have the best inter-
ests of Lewiston and the
people of Maine at heart.”
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WELL & WATER INC.

Maine's leader in water well drilling,

pump installation, and geothermal
installation.

LISBON, ME - Lis-
bon Community Federal
Credit Union is proud to
announce the recipients of
its Dream Box initiative,
unveiled during this year’s
Very Merry Main Street
celebration in Lisbon Falls.

Community members
submitted an incredible
160 heartfelt wishes, each
sharing hopes for joy, com-
fort, and meaningful mo-
ments. While every dream
told a powerful story, Lis-
bon Community FCU was
honored to grant two wish-
es that will make a lasting
impact on local families.

One recipient, Kathee
McLean, shared a dream
centered on  together-
ness—a family trip to San-
ta’s Village in 2026. The
experience will give the
McLean family the chance
to create treasured mem-
ories filled with laughter,
tradition, and holiday mag-
ic.

The second dream
was submitted by Kan-
dace  Conner, whose
wish focused on helping
others. Kandace hoped to
provide her grandparents,
including Jackie Merrill,
with a handicap-accessible
shower, improving safety
and comfort in their daily
lives.

“These wishes reflect
the heart of our communi-
ty,” said Ron Hood, Mar-
keting Officer at Lisbon
Community FCU. “From
joyful family experiences
to thoughtful acts of care,
the Dream Box reminds us
that dreams don’t always
look the same—but every

Thursday, January 22,2026
Lisbon Community Federal Credit
Union grants community dreams

" The McLean Family S1(#5 Village f’
L' Santa's Village Tickets! 4

Dream Box 2025

L to R: Tracy Collins, LCFCU Risk Mitigation Manager,

.

The McLean Family, Sarah Perkins, LCFCU President/
CEO, and Shiloh Hagerman, LCFCU Vice President of

Member Engagement

l e
@@\ Lisbon Community
EV' Federul Credit Union

o Jackie Merrill
Handicap Shower

&

+« Dream Box 2025

L to R: Mike Grenier, LCFCU Vice President of Operations,

1/02/2026

N

Jackie Merrill, Kandace Conner, and Kristi Foss, LCFCU

HR & Lisbon Branch Manager

one of them matters.”

Very Merry Main
Street is a beloved annu-
al community event that
brings together local orga-
nizations, volunteers, and
residents to celebrate the
season and support one an-
other. The Dream Box ini-
tiative was created to give
attendees a space to share

their hopes and dreams,
reinforcing LCFCU’s com-
mitment to community
connection and compas-
sion.

Lisbon ~ Communi-
ty FCU extends heartfelt
thanks to everyone who
participated, shared a wish,
and helped make this ini-
tiative so meaningful.
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Special section: National Human Trafficking Awareness Month

UN Secretary-General: Human trafficking ‘growing & evolving’

Following are UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres’ remarks, as read
by Guy Ryder, Under-Sec-
retary-General for Policy,
to the high-level meeting
of the General Assembly
on the Global Plan of Ac-
tion to Combat Trafficking
in Persons, in New York in
late 2025:

I thank the President
of the General Assembly
for convening this fourth
meeting on the United Na-
tions Global Plan of Action
to Combat Trafficking in
Persons.

And 1 am pleased to
convey the following mes-
sage of the Secretary-Gen-
eral: Human trafficking is
an abhorrent crime. It is
intolerable that members
of our human family, in-
cluding the youngest, are
trafficked for labour, do-
mestic service, marriage,
criminality and sexual ex-
ploitation.

This year marks
the twenty-fifth anniver-
sary of the United Na-
tions Convention Against
Transnational ~ Organized
Crime and the supplemen-
tal Trafficking in Persons
Protocol, now almost uni-
versally ratified, with 185
States Parties. It is also

the fifteenth anniversary of
the Global Plan of Action
to transform our commit-
ments into practice, includ-
ing through the United Na-
tions Voluntary Trust Fund
for Victims of Trafficking
in Persons.

Yet, as we take stock,
we must acknowledge
that trafficking in persons
is growing and evolving.
Persistent  drivers, such
as poverty, displacement,
discrimination,  conflicts
and climate disasters, are
being compounded by the
exploitation of technolo-
gies enabling traffickers to
profit from human misery
with unprecedented speed
and reach. Aurtificial intel-
ligence (Al) is being wea-
ponized to recruit, control
and exploit victims.

The latest data show
that the number of children
among detected victims
has increased by one third
since 2019. Women and
girls remain the biggest
share of detected victims
worldwide, and are traf-
ficked mostly for sexual
exploitation. The number
of convictions for these
crimes remains shock-
ingly low, particularly for
trafficking in persons for
forced labour. And far too

often, victims themselves
are punished for acts com-
mitted under coercion — a
clear violation of the prin-
ciple of non-punishment.

As you translate
your new Political Decla-
ration into action, I urge
a renewed focus on three
key areas. First, Mem-
ber States must invest in
solutions.  This includes
strengthening laws and
remedies, and effectively
implementing them, to end
impunity and bring perpe-
trators to justice.

We also need in-
vestments in programmes
to help victims rebuild
their lives and address the
trauma they’ve endured.
And Governments need
to commit resources into
developing and employ-
ing technology to detect,
investigate and prosecute
this crime in ways that
safeguard human rights.
As this crime evolves, our
responses must keep pace.

Second, we must
deepen collaboration. This
includes strengthening and
facilitating the exchange of
information and evidence
between States, as well as
mutual legal assistance,
extradition commitments
and joint investigations.

“_v 4

e AUBURN, MAINE

Emerson Chevrolet supports
Human Trafficking Awareness

EMERSON

946 Center Street
Auburn ¢ (207) 784-3503

www.EmersonChevy.com

We must continue build-
ing partnerships with civil
society, with academia and
with the private sector, in-
cluding technology com-
panies, to detect wrongdo-
ing and deliver justice to
perpetrators and to support
victims.

And we need to
strengthen  coordination
to protect vulnerable mi-
grants from falling prey to
trafficking, in line with the
Global Compact for Safe,
Orderly and Regular Mi-
gration.

Finally, we must put
victims at the centre. In
recent years, Governments
and the United Nations
have been involving survi-
vors in work to end human
trafficking and provide
support to victims. I call
on all Member States to
ensure that the experiences
and the perspectives of vic-
tims are heard and reflected

across anti-trafficking poli-
cies and support measures.
Human  trafficking

is a global crime that de-
global

mands solutions.

United
Nations

Let’s make the most of this
moment to strengthen our
collective resolve and put
an end to the scourge of
human trafficking.

49.6 million

people who are in human
trafficking or living in
modern-day slavery

HOPE
FOR
JUSTIGE

NATIONAL
HUMAN TRAFFICKING
PREVENTION MONTH

Rates
as
low
as

Auto Loans

399

e

%

APR’

Scan to apply or
call 207-221-5000

* Trustpilot

Rated 4.8 Stars
as of 12/01/25

'Annual Percentage Rate as of 11/7/2025. Rates subject to change without notice. Not all applicants will qualify for the lowest rate or be
approved. Membership eligibility requirements apply. Account holder must live, work, worship, or attend school in Androscoggin, Cumberland,
Lincoln, Oxford, Sagadahoc, or York counties, or have an immediate relative who meets our field of membership requirements. Advertised rate is
based on risk based & relationship pricing discounts. For more information, visit egcu.org/auto.

Evergreen Credit Union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.
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Bay Area combats human trafficking ahead of Super Bowl

Contributed by Marin
County

MARIN COUNTY,
CA - As the San Francis-
co Bay Area prepares to
host major international
sporting events in 2026,
including Super Bowl LX
and the FIFA World Cup,
millions of visitors are
expected to travel through
and stay across the region,
including Marin County.
While these events prom-
ise joy and excitement,
they also create opportu-
nities for human traffickers
and other criminals.

Marin County Dis-
trict Attorney Lori Frugoli
spoke at the San Francis-
co Collaborative Against
Human Trafficking
(SFCAHT) annual press
conference on January 9,
joining regional leaders to
update the public, media,
and stakeholders on coor-
dinated efforts to combat
human trafficking.

Speakers at the con-
ference highlighted how

local agencies and com-
munity partners are work-
ing together to prevent
trafficking, protect vic-
tims, and hold traffickers
accountable.  Attendees
learned about major an-
ti-trafficking  initiatives,
how the region is prepar-
ing for large-scale events
like Super Bowl LX and
the FIFA World Cup, and
practical ways individuals
and organizations can sup-
port these critical efforts.

Frugoli said peo-
ple ask her if human traf-
ficking happens in Marin
County.

“I have driven the
Highway 101 corridor with
a survivor who pointed out
locations where she was
trafficked, so yes, even in
Marin this happens,” she
said. “Although Marin is
one of the safest counties
in the state, if not the saf-
est, we are well aware that
the Golden Gate Bridge,
the Richmond-San Rafeal
Bridge, and Highway 101

corridor are easy pathways
for people with good and
bad intentions to travel
here. The mobility of traf-
fickers and their customers
is one of the reasons behind
this amazing collaborative.
Our District Attorney’s Of-
fice will continue working
with local and regional
partners as the Bay Area
welcomes the world.”

The Marin Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office is on
board, too. Sheriff Jamie
Scardina said his staff is
committed to identifying
human traffickers and po-
tential victims throughout

What is human trafficking?

Contributed by the
Department of Homeland
Security

Human  trafficking
involves the use of force,
fraud, or coercion to obtain
some type of labor or com-
mercial sex act. Every year,
millions of men, women,
and children are trafficked
worldwide — including right
here in the United States. It
can happen in any commu-
nity and victims can be any
age, race, gender, or nation-
ality.

Approaches Used by
Traffickers

Traffickers often op-
erate under the guise of
legitimate businesses or
relationships, making it
challenging to recognize
their true intentions. They
adapt their tactics to ex-
ploit modern technology
and social media, targeting
individuals through online
platforms and personal net-
works. Communities may
not always be aware of the
signs or the presence of traf-
ficking within their midst,
which makes public educa-

tion and awareness crucial.
By staying informed and
vigilant, people can better
recognize subtle warning
signs and support efforts to
prevent trafficking before it
occurs.

Traffickers might use
the following methods to
lure victims into trafficking
situations:

Violence

Manipulation

False promises of
well-paying jobs

Romantic  relation-
ships

Traffickers look for
people who are easy targets
for a variety of reasons, in-
cluding:

Psychological or
emotional vulnerability

Economic hardship

Lack of a social safety
net

Natural disasters

Political instability

Human Trafficking is
an Underreported Crime

Language  barriers,
fear of their traffickers, and/
or fear of law enforcement
frequently keep victims

from seeking help, making
human trafficking a hidden
crime.

The trauma caused
by the traffickers can be so
great that many may not
identify themselves as vic-
tims or ask for help, even in

highly public settings.
Safely  Identifying
Human Trafficking
Many myths and

misconceptions exist. Rec-
ognizing key indicators of
human trafficking is the
first step in identifying
victims. It’s important to
note, though, that not all
indicators listed are present
in every human trafficking
situation, and the presence
or absence of any of the in-
dicators is not necessarily
proof of human trafficking.

The safety of the pub-
lic as well as the victim is
important. Do not attempt
to confront a suspected traf-
ficker directly or alert a vic-
tim to any suspicions — your
role is just to report it, and it
is up to law enforcement to
investigate suspected cases
of human trafficking.

Bragdon-Finley
?{}T Main Street Monmuulh ME 04249

Caring for your needs since 1970

Finley Funeral Home
15 Church Street, Livermore Falls, ME 04254

(207) 897-3588

el

(207) 933-4444

www.finleyfuneralhome.com
Member of International Order of the Golden Rule
The Maine Funeral Directors Association = The National Funeral Directors Association

Funeral Home

SAN FRANCISCO COLLABORA
AN l"I\.‘:T HUMAN TRAFFICKI

the Marin jurisdiction.

“In conjunction with
our state and local partners,
our Patrol Division and In-
vestigations Division will
work to target individuals
who reside within or trav-
el to Marin County for the
purpose of human traffick-
ing and curb their actions,”
he said.

Super Bowl LX will
take place February 8 at
Levi’s Stadium in Santa
Clara, and the FIFA World
Cup will bring interna-
tional matches and events
to the Bay Area in June
and July. Marin County

also sees large numbers
of visitors for events such
as yacht racing on San
Francisco Bay, auto races
at Sonoma Raceway, and
San Francisco Fleet Week.
Those events bring more
short-term visitors to the
area, making it important
for agencies and commu-
nities to work together to
prevent exploitation.
Human trafficking is
a crime that can occur in
any community. Accord-
ing to the U.S. Department
of Homeland Security, hu-
man trafficking involves
the use of force, fraud, or
coercion to obtain labor
or commercial sex acts.
Victims can be any age,
race, gender, or nationali-
ty. Traffickers often oper-
ate under the appearance
of legitimate businesses or
personal relationships and
increasingly use technolo-
gy and social media to tar-
get and exploit individuals,
making public awareness
and education essential

tools in prevention.

The SFCAHT is a
coalition of government
agencies, law enforce-
ment, service providers,
advocates, and commu-
nity partners dedicated to
ending human trafficking
through collaboration, ed-
ucation, outreach, and sur-
vivor support. SFCAHT

works to raise public
awareness, share  best
practices, and strengthen

regional responses to traf-
ficking while advocating
for policies that protect
victims and hold traffick-
ers accountable.

Marin County re-
mains committed to keep-
ing residents and visitors
safe through the Marin
County Coalition to End
Human Trafficking (MC-
CEHT), which works to
raise awareness about hu-
man trafficking and how to
recognize and report it. To
get involved in local efforts
to prevent human traffick-
ing, email MCCEHT.

WHAT IS HUM AN TRAFFICKING?

HUMAN TRAFFICKING IS...
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Send all items for
Names & Faces to the editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five pm.
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One solution for oxygen at
home, away, and for travel

: Introducing the INOGEN ONE
| It's oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refill. No more deliveries. No
more hassles with travel. The INOGEN ONE
portable oxygen concentrator is designed to

provide unparalleled freedom for oxygen
therapy users. It's small, lightweight, clinically
proven for stationary and portable use,
during the day and at night, and can go
virtually anywhere — even on most
airlines. Inogen accepts Medicare and
many private insurances!

Reclaim Your
Freedom And
Independence NOW!

Inogen
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Call Inogen Today To }
Request Your FREE Info Kit

1-877-402-1909

© 2020 Inogen, Inc. All rights reserved. MKT-P0108

( ~ BBB RATING
'BBEB A+
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Build now.
Save now.

Call and schedule your
new garage install today.
FREE estimates.

No Money Down « Financing Available

AMERICAN
== BUILDERS ===

" Custom Building ¢ Remodeling ™ G |5 Mkl

(207) 500-8100 « www.AmericanBuildersMaine.com
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Business Directory

ACCOUNTANT

FLOWER SHOPPE

@

AUSTIN ASSOCIATES

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Auburn 207-783-9111 Norway 207-743-7777
AustinPA.com

Your Financial Team

AUTO CARE

The Only Full-Service Gas Station in Auburn!

Poisson & Sons
Auto Care Center, Inc.

Computer Diagnostics * Yokohama Tires
Repairs ¢ Alignments ¢ Inspection Station
Gas ¢ Clear K1 *Tune-ups ¢ Brakes ¢ Batteries
Dan & Don Poisson
dfpoisson@aol.com

260 S. Main St., Auburn ¢ 782-9144

MASONRY

E'| www.sweet—peaﬂor-a*l&‘esignsme.com |-E

Jason Hodsdon

JasonHodsdonMasonry@gmail.com

Al |
mny W
ST

Fully Insured
Free Estimates
20+ Years of Experience

Masonry « Culture Stones
Chimneys « Chimney Cleaning
Repointing & Repairs
Restoration
Stainless Steel Liners

North Monmouth
(207) 215-3557

PHOTOGRAPHY

QQJ@ Z:amame

Executive Portraits « Business photographs ¢ Videos

Gray, ME
(207) 657-6372

maine@portraitefx.com
www.maine.portraitefx.com

PRINTING

RICK OSGOOD

owner

207-782-0525

phone

Full Service Commercial Printer
Color & B/W Printing & Copying
Large Format - Posters
Booklets - Carbonless Forms
Letterheads « Envelopes
Business Cards - Labels - Tags
Design Service - and More!

“ A
EVERGREEN

CUSTOM PRINTING, INC.

2 Great Falls Plaza, Suite 1B
Auburn ME 04210
info@evergreencustomprinting.com

SPACE AVAILABLE

MARINE SERVIGES

SELF STORAGE

Your ad

HERE!
Call 795-5017

CHIROPRACTOR

BOAT REPAIR SHOP

"FPONTESHh

Marine Service

——~o \\;//\»
g
MerCruiser PE NTA YA N M A R
OIVIC Perkins| -lelvetDrive

237 Lewiston Road * Topsham, ME 04086 - (207) 725-5997
www.pontesmarine.com

AUBURN SELF STORAGE, LLC

23 Goldthwaite Rd.
Auburn, ME 04210

PO Box 715
Lewiston, ME 04243

PAINTING

Family Chiropractic Center

Experience Life

1485 Lisbon Street, Lewiston
207.783.0078

www.familychirome.com

CONTRACTORS

Fully Insured « 5 Year Workmanship Warranty

AMERICAN
BUILDERS

Custom Building ¢ Remodeling

r Call 207-500-8100
2, For FREE Estimates

500 8100

Quality Work with References Available

Interiors ¢ Exteriors
Free Estimates

Drywall Repair
Pressure Washing

Pamtmg Co.

WADE J. LIBBY

WJLibbyPainting@gmail.com CELL: 207.210.0605

PHOTOGRAPHY

Shipping
— o Packing

|
|
. = °* Receiving :
|
|
|

e Copies
e Fax Service
° Mallbox Rentals

| |
1)y W UNITED STATES |
| B sosmacsenvice. Fed o
9 N. River Road in Auburn ~ www.AuburnGoinPostal.com ~ 784-9900

WEB HOSTING

nfacebouk (207) 212-5993

QCO At |

LauraElainesPhotography@gmail.com

www.facebook. com/LouroEIOm@sPhoTogrophy

Web Hosting
Web Design
Web Promotion
One Stop
207-442-9006

MAINE HOSTING

CONTACT US TODAY FOR POSSIBLE OPENINGS
FOR YOUR AD IN OUR BUSINESS DIRECTORY!
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Saturdays
AUBURN - Stock up on
BOOKS at great prices
— 50¢ to $3! Shop Satur-
day mornings at the APL
Bookstore 9:00-12:30 for
gently used books, ev-
er-changing  inventory,
wide selection of chil-
dren’s, fiction and non-fic-
tion books, plus DVDs
and puzzles. Auburn Pub-
lic Library, lower level, 46
Spring Street, Auburn.

Jan 24
LEWISTON - Join
us at the Lewiston Pub-
lic Library for Painting
Class: Let It Snow! in the
2nd floor Idea Lab on Sat-
urday, January 24 at 11am.
Recommended for chil-
dren ages 7 — 14 years old.
Come learn how to paint
a snowy scene with step-
by-step instruction by
local artist, Nicole Ann.
Get creative by painting a
winter sunset using acryl-
ic paints on canvas panels.
All materials are provid-
ed. This program is free,
open to the public, and no
registration is required.
Jan 24
LEWISTON -
Members of Lewiston’s
delegation to the State
Legislature will hold con-
stituent office hours at the
Lewiston Public Library
on Saturday, January 24,
from 10:30 a.m. until
noon to provide local res-
idents a chance to meet
with their elected officials
and discuss legislative and
state government matters.
Jan 24
SCARBOROUGH -
Paper Pop-Up Art Work-
shop, with artist Allison
Villani at Scarborough
Public Library 1-3pm.
Registration required:
scarboroughlibrary.libcal.
com/event/15666171
Jan 24
LEWISTON - By
popular demand, the wild-
ly entertaining Dueling
Pianos experience re-
turns to the Franco Center
on Saturday, January 24,
promising an unforgetta-
ble evening packed with
music, laughter, and au-
dience-driven fun. Doors
open at 6:00 p.m. with a

Calendar

Send your submissions to the Editor. More online.

cash bar, and the perfor-
mance begins at 7:00 p.m.
Tickets: $25 in advance,
$30 at the door. Pur-
chase online: https://app.
arts-people.com/index.
php?show=304301
Jan 26

AUBURN - College
Night program at the Au-
burn Public Library. This
program is on Monday,
January 26th from 4:30-
6:30 PM.

Jan 26

LEWISTON - Join
the Androscoggin His-
torical Society, Auburn
Public Library, and Lew-
iston Public Library as we
partner to explore fiction
with a historical twist. We
will be meeting on the last
Monday of each month
from 5:30 — 6:30pm to
discuss a historical fiction
novel. Our next meeting
will take place on Janu-
ary 26th @ 5:30pm, at the
Lewiston Public Library,
located at 200 Lisbon St.,
Lewiston, ME 04240. We
will be reading Stories
from the OIld Squire’s
Farm (chapters 1-17) by
C.A. Stephens.

Jan 26

TOPSHAM - More
with Midcoast Sunday,
January 26, 2025 - 1:15
p-m. Open Rehearsal with
Music Director Rohan
Smith -- Orion Perform-
ing Arts Center in Topsh-
am - sit on stage

Jan 27

BRUNSWICK -
FREE THE ANDRO
Kick-Off Public Meeting
at the Morrell Meeting
Room, Curtis Library, 23
Pleasant Street, Bruns-
wick, 5:00-6:30 pm

Jan 27, Feb 5

AUBURN - The
Auburn Public Library is
offering events in partner-
ship with the 2026 Cam-
den Conference:

Film screening &
discussion: “Erdogan:
The Making of a Sultan”,
Tuesday, January 27th,

4-5:30 PM (Registration

requested)
Book discussion:
“Notes on a Foreign

Country: An American

Abroad in a Post-Ameri-

can World” by Suzy Han-

sen, Thursday, February

Sth, 4-5 PM (Registration

required - books provided)
Jan 31

AUBURN - There
will be a baked bean sup-
per at Sixth Street Con-
gregational Church at 109
Sixth Street in Auburn,
on Saturday, January
31 from 4:30 until 6:00.
There will be two kinds of
beans, red hotdogs, brown
hotdogs, coleslaw, assort-
ed casseroles, assorted
desserts, and beverage.
The cost of the supper is
$10 for adults, $5 for chil-
dren 6 to 12; children 5
and under are free.

Jan 31

BUXTON - Try our
delicious Haddock Supper
Buffet - Saturday, Janu-
ary 31, 2026 - 5:00 pm
at Living Waters Church,
Parker Farm Road, Bux-
ton. Suggested donation:
$10 Adult, $5 Child, $20
Family.

Please note: We will
offer the option of takeout
containers for those who
do not want to come in-
side for seating.

Jan 31

AUBURN - Auburn
Republican Caucus start-
ing at 1:00PM, AMS Caf-
eteria (back entrance). For
more information email:
gopauburnmaine@gmail.
com

Feb 2

LEWISTON — The
Lewiston Public Library’s
monthly crafters’ meet up
will continue into the win-
ter. Maker Monday meets
every first Monday of the
month from 4-6:30pm in
the Couture Room.

Feb 2-14

LEWISTON - From
February 2nd to February
14th, create a Valentine’s

Day card at the Lewiston
Public Library! Free sup-
plies and crafting space
will be available for adults
on the 2nd floor and for
children on the 3rd floor.
Feb 19

LEWISTON — Lew-
iston Public Library’s
Genre Roulette Book Club
samples genres by focus-
ing on one genre for three
months at a time: join for
one season or come to
them all! This winter, the
book club will be focus-
ing on Romance across
three sub-genres. We will
meet monthly in the Cou-
ture Room from 5:30 to
6:30pm on the following
Thursdays: February 19th,
and March 19th.

February will focus
on contemporary romance.
The group will meet on

Thursday, January 22,2026

VISIT ONE OF OUR FIVE MAINE LOCATIONS!

AUBURN | FALMOUTH | WELLS | WATERVILLE | THOMASTON

WWW.FLAGSHIPCINEMAS.COM

February 19th to discuss
Better Than Fiction by
Alexa Martin. Book-hater
turned book-seller Drew
Young meets author Jas-
per Williams at an event
at her store, and they soon
find themselves living a
romance that is better than
fiction.

This book club is
recommended for ages
18+. If you need help
locating a copy of any
of these titles, please
contact our Lending Ser-
vices Department at 513-
3134 or visit the lending
desk on the library’s first
floor.

@49 Spring Street,

Auburn, ME 04210

January 26, 2026

4:30 PM-6:30 PM

Your College Journey

Starts Here!

4.30 PM - Panel Discussion

5:30 PM - College Fair

GRIDIRQN
Reotaurant

LEWISTON, MAINE

‘s"(éiﬁ‘éqm Place where

1967 Lisbon Street Lewiston, Maine

== § OPEN DAILY

W?/Wl'&

Kappy

TIAM-9PM
DINE IN - TAKE 0UT
207-7717-6353
207-777-6354

Gorham, ME 04038

Open for curbside pick-up, take out,
indoor dining, bowling and arcade!

American pub-style food and drinks.

A 7 Railroad Ave, Ste 102

W www.jctbowl.com
P 207.222.7600

We
Deliver.
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CAMPER
FOR SALE

Keystone campfire edition
travel trailer. New June
2018. 29.8 feet. Less than
500 miles on it. 12 foot
slide out, large refrigerator,
leather couch. Two gray
water tanks, large closets,
over $9000 extras. AC/
furnace. Paid $34,000 new.
Must sell. Asking $21,000.
207-310-0212.

Keystone Sprinter 5th
Wheel. 2018, 31 feet,
2 super slides, large
refrigerator, like new - hardly
used. Full winter cover,
super glide included. Asking
$25,500 - please call 207-
754-2165

CLEANING

NORTHERN SUPREME
CLEANING. Junk removal
* Yard cleanup. Everything
& anything! Residential
& Commercial Our
team ensures spotless,
refreshed spaces with
eco-friendly practices
and competitive pricing.
*Trust us for a superior
cleaning experience!®
Call (207) 595-6347 or
email Northernsupreme
cleaning@gmail.com

Commercial Office
Cleaning. 1st Choice
Floor Care & Building
Maintenance. Commercial
cleaning company with 25+
years experience and fully
insured. 1 day a week or
more we can do it all. Call,
email or text. (207) 956-
3114 stephen@1stcoice
floorcare.com
www. 1stchoicefloorcare.com

EDUCATION

Enjoy American History
Download free ebooks
from Ebooksforstudents.
org. Enjoy exciting
narratives about World
War I, Korea and Vietnam.
Read about the Freedom
Rides, the discovery of
penicillin and how women
won the right to vote.

FOR SALE

All-in-one Dell printer and
fax machine. $495. Call
783-8327.

Wood boiler — Must go!
$2,500. Alternate heating
carbon steel wood boil-
er. Purchased in 1996 for

$6,800. New door seal,
bricks, blanket, and sili-
cone card bead. Includes
cycle timer and plumb fit-
tings. 1,400#. Model E100
wood gun. Can be lifted di-
rectly into your trailer.

HOUSE KEEPING

Housekeeping/ House
Arranging small items
to aid in mobility. Small
jobs/spring cleaning and
removal of unwanted items.
Scheduled regularly and
ongoing. (207) 705-7989

LOOKING TO
DOWNSIZE?

This may be for you. Small
Guest House To Rent. 1
1/2 blocks from Bates Col-
lege, 300 FT from a neigh-
borhood park and play-
ground. Fully furnished or
not if you have your own
furniture. Off street parking
and private. All utilities in-
cluded. $1400 per month.
Tele 207-376-5492.

REAL ESTATE
WANTED

LIVE & CODE
IN MAINE

Maine cybersecurity start-
up seeks local software
engineer

Defendify is looking for a
senior full stack engineer to
join full-time. Small team/
big results. Fun + flexible
+ always interesting. Come
build our award-winning,
all-in-one cybersecurity
platform. Position informa-
tion and to apply: www.de-
fendify.com/careers.

CLASSIFIED ADS
$25 PER WEEK

Seeking house , cottage,
bungalo, two or three
family property, we have
sufficient ability to pur-
chace quickly, no commi-
sions. 207-749-1718 or
mainebuyers@gmail.com

SEWING,
MENDING

CAN MAKE IT FIT
Sewing, mending: Shirts,
pants, coats, nightgowns,
curtains. Most anything
that needs fixing. Buttons,
T-shirts $10 for machine
sewn, $20 for hand sewn.
Call 929-1038

1 Visa

SENIOR TRIPS

If interested in any of the
following trips or upcom-
ing trips, please contact
Claire Bilodeau at 784-
0302 or Cindy Boyd at
345-9569. If we are not
available, please leave a
message and we will call
you as soon as we can.

SEPTEMBER 20 - 28,
2026 - DISCOVER
PAINTED CANYONS
OF THE WEST - Trip
includes 9 days and 11
meals.  Highlights are
Colorado National Park,
Wine tasting in the midst
of Colorado Wine Coun-
try. Moab, Arches Nation-
al Park, Canyonlands Na-
tional Park, Dead Horse
Point State Park, Capitol
Reef State Park, Bryce
Canyon National Park
and Zion National Park
all in Utah, last day in Ve-
gas. Included in price is
round trip air from Logan
International Airport and
all Hotel Transfers. De-
posit is $698.00 pp plus
$429.00 if you want travel
protection.

May 23-31, 2026 — BILT-
MORE ESTATE & ASHE-
VILLE, N.C. - This trip
includes 9 days and 8
nights lodging, 8 break-
fasts and 6 dinners. You
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Send payment with completed form to our bookkeeping office:
89 Union Street, Suite 1014 Auburn, ME 04210 or email it to us!

will have a full day at the
Biltmore Estate and expe-
rience the Biltmore House

and Gardens. You will
also visit the Antler Village
and Winery. You will have
a guided tour of Asheville
and the magnificent St.
Lawrence Basilica. We
will experience a drive on
the Blue Ridge Parkway
(America’s Most visited
park unit). We also visit
the Thomas Wolfe Me-
morial State Historic Site.
These are the highlights
of the trip and there is so
much more that we will
see. On our way home
we stop at the Nasher
Museum of Art at Duke
University. Price for this
trip is $1,245.00 per per-
son double occupancy. A
$75.00 deposit per person
is due upon signing up.
The trip includes the bus
driver tip and all tour gra-
tuities. Add $349.00 for
single occupancy. Final
payment is due 3/16/26.

OCTOBER 18-23, 2026
— SHIPSHEWANA, INDI-
ANA - This trip includes
6 days and 5 nights lodg-
ing, 3 breakfasts and 3
dinners.  You will have
a full day guided tour of
Indiana’s Amish Country
with a tour of an Amish
Homestead and an Au-
thentic Amish Dinner. We
will experience Cook’s Bi-
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son Ranch with a scenic
Wagon Tour of their ma-
jestic ranch while seeing
the bison up-close and
even feeding them. We
will spend time shop-
ping and having lunch
at Shipshewana Trading
Place which is constant-
ly ranked one of the top
five Flea Markets in the
Country. We will see the
show “Loves Comes Soft-
ly” at the Blue Gate The-
ater. Price for this trip is
$865.00 per person dou-
ble occupancy. A $75.00
deposit is due upon sign-
ing up. Trip includes bus
driver tip and all tour gra-
tuities. Add $305.00 for
single occupancy. Final
payment is due 8/11/26.

If you are interested in
any of these trips or
for more information,
please contact Claire
at 784-0302 or Cindy at
345-9569.

CLASSIFIED ADS
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Send all
items for
What’s Going On
to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.
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'Annual Percentage Rate as of 11/7/2025. Rates subject to change without notice. Not all applicants will qualify for the lowest rate or be
approved. Membership eligibility requirements apply. Account holder must live, work, worship, or attend school in Androscoggin, Cumberland,
Lincoln, Oxford, Sagadahoc, or York counties, or have an immediate relative who meets our field of membership requirements. Advertised rate is
based on risk based & relationship pricing discounts. For more information, visit egcu.org/auto.

Evergreen Credit Union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.

YOU DESERVY
AWARD-\
FIBER INTER

No contracts. No data cap.
10x faster than cable.

Check availability
1.888.805.5275

FidiumFiber.com/GetFastFiber

IT FEELS LIKE FI

fldlum

fiber internet

Best Internet
Provider in Maine

*Offer available to residential customers only. Terms and conditions apply.

Thursday, January 22,2026

Follow us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/twincitytimes
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Insulate.
Be comfortable.
Save money.

Act now while rebates up to
$8,000 are available*

at efficiencymaine.com

276 efficiency
or call 866-376-2463. @@

* All homeowners eligible for rebates up to $4,000. Verified income-eligible
homeowners qualify for rebates up to $8,000. See efficiencymaine.com for details.

Starting at’




