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John Banyasz is a 2012
graduate of Columbia High
School. He was an exception-
al athlete in football and bas-
ketball. In football, he started
all 4 years of his high school
career on the varsity team,
with 39 games at the quarter-
back position beginning his
freshman year. John set sev-
eral school records including
most touchdown passes in
a game with 5, most touch-
down passes in a season with
23, most touchdown passes in
a career with 57, most pass-
ing yards in a game with 415
yards, most passing yards in a
season with 2,105 yards and
most passing yards in a career
with 5,781 yards.

During his junior year,
John was a Chronicle Tele-
gram Player of the Week, was
selected to the Patriot Ath-
letic Conference First Team,
was named Conference Of-
fensive Back of the Year and
was selected for the All Lo-
rain County Ist Team & the
All Ohio 3rd Team. His se-
nior year honors included se-
lection for the Patriot Athletic
Conference 1st Team and Of-
fensive Back of the Year, 1st
Team All Lorain County, Lo-
rain County MVP Offensive
Back of the Year and All Ohio
3rd Team honors.

On the basketball court,
John was a 3 year starter on
the varsity team. His hon-
ors included Patriot Athletic
Conference 2nd Team as a
sophomore, and as a junior,
he was selected for Patri-
ot Athletic Conference Ist
Team, Chronicle Player of
the Week and Raiders MVP.
He was the recipient of the
WEOL/First Place Bank Stu-
dent Athlete Award. Due to
an injury, John was not able
to finish his senior basketball
season.

John attended Lake Erie
College on a football schol-
arship, earning a biology
degree with a pre-physical
therapy concentration. He ob-
tained a Doctorate in Physical
Therapy from Walsh Univer-
sity. He currently works as a
physical therapist for Cleve-
land Clinic.

HOF CONT. ON PG. 5
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Undefeated Wellington Youth Football Team
clinches Champlonshlp Tltle

The team players are Baylor Wilson (#1), Payton Vance (#4), Michael Resar Jr. (#5) Weston
Meese (#7), Allen Olson (#9), Sam Mourton (#15), Bryce Norris (#18), Cash Schramm (#23),
Zach Goble (#29), Tucker Hyer (#32), Eli McConnell (#73), and Cole Ortiz (#86).

In a thrilling conclusion to a remarkable season, the Wellington Youth Padded Flag football
team, led by Head Coach Adam Hyer, emerged as champions on Saturday, October 25, 2025,
after clinching the title in an inspiring game that showcased their undefeated season. The final
score was Wellington 27, defeating Firelands 6. This wasn’t just a victory; it was a testament to
the importance of teamwork, friendship, and community spirit.

From the very first practice of the season, it was clear that this team was special. Practices
were both challenging and fun, helping players develop a strong bond both on and off the field.
This positive environment helped build morale and encouraged everyone to give their best effort.
Their trust in each other created a strong sense of teamwork that played a key role in achieving
their undefeated record and dominance in all 10 games.

The championship game was not simply a match; it was a powerful gathering of the commu-
nity. A crowd of enthusiastic Wellington Duke supporters filled the stands, proudly sporting team
colors and cheering with infectious energy. From the team fat heads and loud cow bells to the air
horns and ‘Go Dukes’ flag waving proudly, the atmosphere was electric, as families, friends, and
residents came together to celebrate not only their team’s achievements but also the spirit of unity
proving that a strong youth football team can bring an entire community closer.

As we reflect on this unforgettable season, it’s essential to extend heartfelt thanks to those
who made it possible. Our sincere gratitude goes out to the coaching staff, Adam Hyer, Felicia
Hyer, Dillon Norris, and Nate Wilson, whose dedication and knowledge guided the players every
step of the way. The coaches instilled not only tactical skills but also sportsmanship and respect
for one another, laying the foundation for lifelong friendships.

From the parents and families that stood behind each player to the school that supported the
team, every contribution played a crucial role in this season’s success. It was your enthusiasm
that fueled the players’ determination and pushed them to achieve greatness. The countless hours
spent volunteering, cheering, and simply being there made all the difference.

The journey doesn’t end here. While this season has come to a victorious end, the friendships
forged and the lessons learned will last a lifetime. Here’s to many more seasons of teamwork,
victory, and community unity! The future is bright for Wellington Dukes
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POLEN Get Your Riding Or Zero Turn Mower
POLEN Ready For Spring!

Your Northern Ohio John Deere Dealerl Call to schedule annual service & receive 1/2 off pick-up & delivery.

SALES | PARTS | SERVICE e o 0 & Gt ence Foraa 26, 025
866-542-5625
440-322-7064

JOHN DEERE

Stop by 42255 Oberlin- EIyrla Road | EIyrla OH 44035 | Polenlmplement com
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Community Art Show

Time to put on your creative hat! The Friends of the Colum-
bia Library invite artists of all ages to participate in the “Habitat
& Humanity” judged art show. Additional information is avail-
able at the Columbia Library or on the Friends Facebook page.
Students and adults may submit up to 3 pieces each in four
categories: Painting, Drawing, Photography and Mixed Media/
Arts & Crafts. Pieces may be dropped off at the library May
9-20. The community is invited to join us for an afternoon of
art, refreshments and presentation of awards on May 23, from
1-3 p.m.

Columbia Athletic HOF Thank You

The Columbia Athletic Hall of Fame Committee would like
to thank the following businesses and individuals for their sup-
port and donations this year - Connie Arndt, Rebecca Brendza,
Fraternal Order of Eagles #4003, John and Becky Karl, Jeff and
Claire Karl, Valerie and Craig Templeton, NorthCoast Awards,
Inc., Precious Petals, Red Wagon Brewery, The Rural-Urban
Record, Schild’s IGA, Ken and Deb Zapior, Mr. Graig Bansek,
Mr. Brian Siftar, Mr. Jason Ward and Mrs. Beth Kobe. Thank
you for helping to make the 2026 Columbia Athletic Hall of
Fame Induction Ceremony an evening to remember.

Hosanna Lutheran Early Childhood Center
13485 West River Rd., Columbia Station (440) 666-0198

PRESCHOOL OPEN HOUSE / REGISTRATION NIGHT
Wednesday, February 25, from 6:30-7:30 p.m.

R .’; % Ri.

Come meet OUf teachers and tour our room

This program is designed for children 3-5 and early 4’s meet
Tuesday & Friday 8:30-11 a.m. (child must be 3 by Aug. 1)
4’s and early 5’s meet Monday, Wednesday & Thursday
8:30-11:30 a.m. (child must be 4 by Aug. 1)

For more information, contact Tanya Rindfleisch, Director at
(440) 666-0198

VFW Ham Dinner

Valley City VFW Post #5563, located at 6731 Center Rd.
(Rt. 303), in Valley City, is having a Ham Dinner. The dinner
will include cheesey potatoes, green beans, salad and desserts.
It is on Saturday, February 21, from 5-7:30 p.m. Cost for adults
is $12. All are invited to come.

Columbia Historical Society

The Columbia Historical Society will hold it’s first meeting
of the year on Tuesday, February 10, at 7 p.m. in Columbia
Town Hall, located at 25496 Royalton Road. Our theme for
the meeting is Valentine Season. At our meet and greet, we will
be welcoming the new officers of the year. We will also be pre-
senting some of our planned programs of the year. We are en-
couraging our guests to share some of their favorite valentines
or valentine stories. And, of course we will have refreshments
to share. Hope to see you there!!

Copopa Kindergarten
registration/information night

If you have a child that will be 5 years-old on or before
August 1, 2026, he or she may attend Kindergarten next fall.
Copopa Elementary School is in the process of planning now
for the 2026-2027 school year. This year they will have an in-
formation night for parents only please on Tuesday, February
3, from 5:30-6:30 p.m. in the K-8 cafeteria. This will be a time
to meet the Principal, Mrs. Ashworth, the school counselor and
teachers. Parents will get information on how to enroll their
child. You will make your child’s kindergarten screening ap-
pointment at this time also.Kindergarten screening dates for
this year will be Friday, May 8 and Thursday, May 14.

If you cannot make it that night, please call Mrs. Lasecki at
Copopa Elementary at (440) 236-5020, or Mrs. Wenzel, Dis-
trict Registrar, at (440) 236-1236. If you have friends or neigh-
bors who may not have received or read this notice, please have
them call also. Thank you for your assistance.

ﬂShop)QcA

Winter Hours

Wed & Thurs: 4-9pm
Fri: 3-10pm
Sat: 12-10pm
Sun: 12-7pm
Mon & Tues: CLOSED

Red Wagon Farm
16081 E River Rd, Columbia Station, OH 44028
(440) 236-3007
www.redwagonfarm.com

Follow us @RedWagonFarm for Updates!
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Brewery Events

4 RE-OPENING!
FEB 4-9pm
5  Trivia Night

6 Live Music- Charles Geil & His Ghost Band
FEB 6-9Bm —

7 Live Music- Steve & Sam
6-9pm

12 Trivia Night
FEB &6- -8pm

13 Live Music- Art Michaud
FEB 6-9pm

14 Live Music- The Electricats
FEB 6-9pm

0il. Synthetic Oil Extra. Plus tax & shop supplies.

* Rotate All 4 Tires
. T°Q, Off All Fluids

des up to 5-qts Conventional

CHS Students of the Month

Claire Ondrejko
Seniors Claire Ondrejko and Ethan Wilmeth have been cho-
sen as Columbia High School “Students of the Month” for De-
cember. Nominees are chosen based on the following criteria:
Maturity, Citizenship, Behavior and Effort.

Claire Ondrejko is the daughter of Shawn & Katie Ondre-
jko and the sister of Grant Ondrejko. She is the captain and
a 4-year Varsity letterman of the wrestling team and football
cheerleading team. She is the 2026 Class President, President
of the National Honor Society, Secretary of the Student Body,
Member of Leaders Club and the Columbia Service Club.
Claire has received the Governor’s Merit Scholarship, which
awards the top 5% of each high school graduating class in Ohio.
She was accepted into the National Honor Society in her ju-
nior year, achieving high-honor roll every year. Claire loves to
volunteer for the benefit of the Columbia community. Some of
her volunteer activities include being a camp counselor for the
sixth graders’ Outdoor Education trip, working Senior Citizen
breakfasts, assisting in student-run blood drives and making
blankets for NICU babies. In 2024-2025, Claire was selected by
Principal Siftar to attend a 5-month-long Leadership Academy
with other students from Lorain County. The seminars allowed
her to sharpen her soft skills, practice effective communication
and master creative thinking and character awareness. Outside
of school, Claire loves working at Falls Ice Cream and partici-
pating in her Catholic youth group. After graduation, she plans
to attend Bowling Green State University to study Finance and
International Business. Claire is so grateful for her wonderful
memories at Columbia High School and cannot wait to see what
the future holds!

Ethan Wilmeth is the son of Eric & Jacy Wilmeth and the
brother to Faith, Adam, Asher and Micah. Ethan is an active
member of the CHS Marching Band, Jazz Band, Pit Orchestra
and the Tri-M Music Honor Society, of which he is the Trea-
surer. He is a member of the Columbia chapter of the National
Honor Society, inducted as a junior, and is the Historian for the
organization. He is the woodwind section leader and field crew
captain for the Marching Band. Ethan also is a member of the
CHS Track and Field team. He has been on the high honor roll
throughout high school and has earned the Louis Armstrong
Award in Jazz Band and has received Superior Ratings for his
saxophone solo in solo and ensemble competitions. After grad-
uation, Ethan intends to pursue a post-secondary education in a
math related area at a college or university yet to be determined.

Workshop Players present..

“Same Time Next Year,” by Bernard Slade and Directed by
Michael Attali. Brighten your winter blues by joining them for
one of the most popular romantic comedies of our time. This
charming play features twenty-five years of manners and morals
as Doris and George play out their love affair. Married to oth-
ers, they originally meet just by chance at an inn, have dinner
together and continue their evening. They agree to rendezvous
every year at the same place and time. The progression of their
lives is reflected in their relationship, and the end result is a
charming evening of entertainment and nostalgia for the audi-
ence. Cast is Tim Hirzel and Lauren Wazevich. Note: Contains
adult language and situations.

Performances are on February 5, 6, 7, 13 & 14 at 7:30 p.m.,
with matinees on February 8 & 15, at 3 p.m. Doors open 45 min-
utes before show time. Tickets are $20 and are available online
at workshopplayers.org or by calling the Box Office at (440)
634-0472.

Ethan Wilmeth

COLUMBIA NEWS CONTINUED ON PG. 4

COLUMBIATMARATHONAUTO CARE 2497 Sprague k.

 Brakes * Transmissions * Air Conditioning = Tires * Mufflers ®
*FREE PICK-UP AND DROP OFF WITHIN A 10 MILE RADIUS!*

Columbia Station

440-235-6642

ANY Repalr of $300
re!

*Offer cannot be combined with
other coupons or discountsExpires
2/9/26

*See dealer for details. Expires 2/9/26
Offer cannot be combined with other
coupons or discounts

fer cannot be combined with
other coupons or discounts
Expires 2/9/26

Call or Stop in for details. Cannot be combined
with other coupons or discounts Expires 2/9/26

I
I
I
" *Most Vehicles. In
|
|

E-CHECK TESTING NOW - UP TO $5000 FINANCING Serving Columbia Station for
AVAILABLE BEST DEAL ON AVAILABLE ON REPAIRS more than 40 years. ;

TIRES IN TOWN
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BRONCO SPORT

#F8574810 39K, AIons Crwse Keyless #F8572910. Big Bend, 4x4, 43K

2024 FORD
MAVERICK XI.'I'

2022 FORD 2024 FORD

EDGE TITANIUM

2022 FORD

- Now Hiring -
SERVICE TECH
Call Chad
440-366-3673

440-366-FORD(3673)

v

2022 FORD

_BRONCO SPORT

#F8538110 4X4, 35K, Cruise.

2022 FORD

ESCAPE 'I'I'I'ANIUM F-150 CREW STX
. : { \

#F843311O 20K Pano NAV . #F858981O AWD Pano NAV ‘

#F8598810. 14K, Tow Pkg., Cruise © #F8573510. NAV, Tow Pkg.

2021 FORD
EXPEDITION

2025 FORD
ESCAPE ST-I.INE

2025 FORD
MUSTANG

2025 FORD
__MUSTANG

#F8572210 Limited, Pano, AWD, NAV i #F1667600. AWD Hybrid, 9K #F1676200. 5K, Premium, Leather, Auto #F1677700. 3K, Premlum Leather Auto

2022 FORD 2021 FORD BRONCO 2022 FORD 2022 FORD

EXPI.ORER XI.'I'

BRONCO BIG BEND _ OUTER BANKS 150 XI.T

F-150 XiLT

2023 FORD

EXPI.ORER ST-I.INE

#F8581410 28K, Pano, NAV

2024 FORD
F- 150 S'I'X CREW

#F8544410. 8K, 20” Chrome, Tow Pkg

2023 FORD 2025 FORD 2024 FORD

EXPEDITION

F-150 XLT_ F-150 XI.'I'

#F8595210. Platinum, 43K, Pano, Captain’s

$55 936

#F1667200. Sport, 5.0, 74 M. NAV

$55 936

#F8592510 34K, V6, Leather #F8543010. Tow PKkg, 24K , Heritage

ER PACKAGE

e

/Synthetic Blend Oil & Filter Change
/ Tire Rotation & Pressure Check

/ Brake Inspection
/ Multi-Point Inspection

v/ Filter Check

Abraham
Elyria Ford

S #F1658500. NAV, Tow1K .

2023 FORD
EXPEDITION MAX

arnarst SR i
#F1669000. LTD, Pano, 36K

50936

5
697

/Belts & Hoses Check
/Battery Test

Retail purchases only. Up to five quarts of Motorcraft® oil and Motorcraft oil filter. Taxes, diesel vehicles and disposal fees extra. Hybrid

battery test excluded. Offer valid until 2/9/26. See Service Advisor for vehicle exclusions.
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The Columbia Township
Board of Trustees met on
January 20 in the Town Hall
with all three Trustees pres-
ent and the Fiscal Officer,
Mandie Andrews. The Trust-
ees voted to accept the min-
utes of the January 5, 2026
Organizational Meeting and
the January 5, 2026 regular
meeting, as presented. The
Trustees voted to pay the
bills and payroll. The bills
amounted to $1,072,203.67
and payroll amounted to
$41,474.38, bringing the total
to $1,113,678.05. The Re-
ceipts totaled $106,164.25.
The amount of the bills re-

Golumbia Trustees Meeting

Blanche Nemeth
columbiatwp-oh.gov

flected the payment for the
new fire truck.

Department Reports

The Zoning Inspector re-
ported 16 permits issued, of
which 13 were for single fam-
ily homes, bringing the total
for the year-to-date to 13.

Under Violations, 4 ci-
tations were mailed: 1 for
drainage, 1 for a commercial
vehicle in a residential area, 1
for a pool rental and 1 for an
Air B&B.

The Board of Zoning Ap-
peals will have a case in Jan-
uary for a variance of 153 ft.
on Akins Road to build one
home on one of the auction

lots. Another case for Febru-
ary is scheduled for residen-
tial lot splits on Root Road.

The Road-Service Direc-
tor reported the issues with
the snow plows repaired.
Issue 1 for 2026 will be the
repair of Forestview. The
Township will be working
with the County on some
projects.

The Fire Chief reported
35 on file, 35 on call and 65
runs. There was 1 mutual aid
assist and 2 mutual aid re-
quests. Transport billing for
December was $16,903.52,
bringing the total for 2025
to $223,524.40. The new fire
truck comes Thursday. The
fire department is working on
the smoke detector project for
senior citizens. They hope to
not only provide them, but to
install them.

Rita Plata gave the Cem-
etery report: there was no ac-
tivity recorded.

PUBLIC HEARING

COLUMBIA TOWNSHIP ZONING COMMISSION

FEBRUARY 5§, 2026

The Columbia Township Zoning Commission will hold a public hearing on two proposed

Both amendments were

amendments to the Columbia Township Zoning Resolution.
initiated by motion of the Zoning Commission. The public hearing will be held at the
Columbia Town Hall on Thursday, February 5, 2026, at 6:45 p.m. The Columbia Town Hall
is located at 25496 Royalton Road, Columbia Station, Ohio 44028.

Proposed Zoning Amendment 2026-1 would make changes to Article 7: Establishment
and Purpose of Districts. Proposed Zoning Amendment 2026-2 would make additions to
Article 8: Official Schedule of District Regulations.

The complete text of proposed Zoning Amendments 2026-1 and 2026-2 will be available
for examination in the Zoning Office for 10 days from Monday, January 26, 2026, through
Thursday, February 5, 2025. The Zoning Office is open Monday through Thursday from 8
a.m. to 2 p.m. For questions, contact the Zoning Inspector at 440-236-8802, Ext. 1

Proposed Zoning Amendments 2026-1 and 2026-2 were submitted to the Lorain County
Planning Commission for their recommendations and after the conclusion of this public
hearing they will be submitted to the Columbia Township Board of Trustees for further
action.

Notice given by Rita J. Plata, Administrative Assistant
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GARAGE

HONEST WORK DONE RIGHT

s

FEBRUARY 1 - MARCH 31 |

BRAKE PADS OR !
SHOES WITH ANY |
BRAKE SERVICE

I

: 10% of the total brake service cost |
will be donated to St. Jude Children’s |

! Research Hospital |

—————ﬁ-‘w-r---‘w-rlni

Claimlas25/Prepaid|Visaz/Carda

with the purchase of a qualifying NAPA® or AAA Battery |

$20 Rebate on a NAPA® Legend & NAPA® Legend Premium AGM Battery |
$25 Rebate on AAA Batteries I

Valid Purchase Dates: January 1- February 28, 2026 I

*See store for full details.
.' ....................‘

| ,'Jweeﬂwaht OF ADEAIL l

l NAPA

> Luhe, 0il & Filter Service > Rotate All 4 Tires
> Inspect All Belts & Hoses > Inspect Brakes mcmdes gc%fm',
> Set Tire Air Pressures > Inspect Condition of Battery Vehicle ISP

ost vehicles. Includes up to 5-qts Conventional Oil. Synthetic Oil Extra. See store for full details. Expires 2-29-26.

*M

c1,515] Prepaid|ViSGe,
When you replace 4 or more NGK Spark Plugs

Valid Purchase Dates: February 1 — March 1, 2026

NAPA

See store for full details.

WII.I.IE'S GARAGE | 24393 Sprague Rd, Columbia Station 44028
HLU0-235-1655 | williesgarageautoservice@gmail.com

The Zoning Commission
will meet Thursday, Febru-
ary 5, at 6:30 p.m. A Public
Hearing will be held at 6:45
p.m. for Zoning Amendments
2026-1 and 2026-2. The
Board of Zoning Appeals will
meet Monday, January 26, at
6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall
for Case 2026-1.

Old Business

Charmae Cottom gave
an update on the Homecom-
ing. The VFW is holding the
Bingo fundraiser for them at
the VFW two times a month.
Charmae has received 3
quotes for fireworks pro-
grams from 3 companies.
However, she has not been
able to find a ride company.
The Homecoming event has
been selected to be represen-
tative of the 250th year of
the anniversary of the United
States of America. The Event
will host Company K, a His-
torical Reenactment military
group. Charmae also has 3
bands lined up. The Parade
will be on Saturday at 2 p.m.
this year. The focus this year
will be on entertainment

New Business

The Trustees voted to ac-
cept the ODOT Mileage Cer-
tification —49.688 miles. The
Fiscal Officer presented 5 dif-
ferent road levies for the No-
vember ballot to the Trustees.
They will be going to the Au-
ditor for current values. The
Trustees will have to choose
which one will actually go
onto the ballot.

The Trustees are in the
process of writing a job de-
scription for the open Fire
Chief position. The Trustees
will be updating the Town-
ship Website. The contract for
the present website will ex-
pire this year and there are a
number of new requirements
needed for the next website.

Columbia Township will
be supporting the funding for
a comprehensive traffic study
along the State Route 82 cor-
ridor. It is a vital pathway to
support our residential areas,
commercial development and
regional connections. The
Township supports a traffic
study to improve safety and
mobility. A letter will be sent
to ODOT.

In regards to the sale of
the Snell Road Property, the
Trustees will submit ques-
tions to be addressed by the
County Prosecutor.

Committee Reports

The Lorain County Town-
ship Association will meet
February 19 in Huntington
Twp.

After community input,
the meeting was adjourned.
The next regular meeting will
be on Monday, February 2, at
7 p.m. in the Town Hall.

. SHOP

THIS IS WHAT

HOMELESS
LOOKS LIKE!

PLEASE TAKE AI’IIII:OT FROM
A CAGE TO YOUR GOUCH.

APHIG“T (GINGER TABBY)

I'M BOTH SHY & GUDDLY!
COMMUNITY ACTION TO SAVE STRAYS
C.AT.SS. / OBERLIN, OHIO
% THIS INFORMATION IS BEING
@@ SHARED BY PARTNERS WITH
PAWS OF LORAIN COUNTY, INC.
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Farm Bureau Scholarships available

The Lorain County Farm Bureau is offering scholarship op-
portunities to students pursuing post-secondary education. The
scholarship amount is determined by the number of acceptable
qualifying applications. Applicant’s parent/legal guardian or
themselves must be a resident of Lorain County, a current Lo-
rain County Farm Bureau member at the time of application
and payout. They must be a full-time enrollee of an accredited
two or four-year college, university or technical school work-
ing towards an undergraduate degree. Applicants must show a
2.5-grade point average.

A General Scholarship, an Ag-Related Scholarship, a Con-
tinuing Education Scholarship and the Al DiVencenzo Memo-
rial Scholarship are all available. A major in agriculture or a
support field is required for both the Ag-Related, Continuing
Education and Al DiVencenzo Memorial Scholarships. Multi-
ple scholarships can be awarded. Eligibility and approval of
applicants will be determined at the discretion of the Lorain
County Board of Trustees or their designee.

The fillable form is available online on https://ofbf.org/
foundation/scholarships/lorain-county-scholarship/  at our
website at lorain.ofbf.org, or by emailing lorain@ofbf.org. No
handwritten forms will be accepted. Applications must be sub-
mitted by 11:59 PM on March 31, 2026.

The Joseph Kelly Memorial Scholarship is also available
and applications are due by March 31, 2026 as well, and can be
found at https://ofbf.org/foundation/scholarships/joseph-kel-
ly-memorial-scholarship/. This scholarship was established in
2018 to honor the life of Joseph Kelly and to continue his lega-
cy of generosity and service.

For more information, contact the county Farm Bureau of-
fice at (440) 877-0706.

LPLS 1,000 Books
Before Kindergarten Challenge

Lorain Public Library System is rolling out a 1,000 Books
Before Kindergarten initiative to challenge caregivers to read
to and with their children.

“Reading to children ages birth to 5 years old is vital for
their development,” Assistant Branch Manager Kelsey DeCoste
said. “One simple story read-aloud fosters a strong child-care-
giver bond and promotes language, literacy and social-emo-
tional skills essential for a child’s lifelong success.”

The challenge is themed with fun images of Browser, the
Lorain Public Library System’s golden retriever mascot.

Parents can register for the program online or in person at
any of the six branches. Upon registering, participants will re-
ceive a 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten (BBK) tote bag and a
reading tracking sheet for their first 100 books. After complet-
ing the first 100, they return to receive their tracking sheet for
the second hundred, then their third and so on. Each tracking
sheet also features an early literacy tip.

“Repeating titles is not only allowed, it’s encouraged,” As-
sistant Branch Manager Kim Edsell said. “While our littlest
patrons are developing their early literacy skills, repetition of
stories will reinforce new vocabulary, language patterns, sto-
ry sequencing and their memories. The old adage of “practice
makes perfect’ applies here, too.”

With each 100 books completed, the child will receive a
sticker. At 500 books read, they will receive a 20-page activ-
ity book featuring skills required to enter kindergarten. Upon
completion of 1,000 books, they are awarded a Browser stuffed
animal.

“Reading 1,000 books can seem rather daunting,” said
DeCoste. “However, if you and your child read just one book
as part of your bedtime routine, that will equal 365 books in a
year. That is 730 books in two years and 1,095 books in three
years.”

For more information or to get started on your reading
journey, stop by any of the six Lorain Public Library System
branches or visit LorainPublicLibrary.org.

COLUMBIA NEWS CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

6757 Center Rd
Valley City
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3 for $9

Pick from our Taco Menu
Hard & Soft Shells

$5 Margaritas

YYEUUINCOUAIL
MAC & CHEESE NIGHT
Choose from multiple
Artisan Meals

THURS, January 29, 8pm

Karaoke with...
Jaquie &
RattleSnake
Jones

FRI, January 30, 7 30pm

with...
Two for
Flinchin'

INMNMUNROLUJAIL

SAT, Janual‘y 31, 7:30pm BURGER NIGHT

- 100% Certified
Angus Beef - $9

EVERY
SOUNDAY

with...

Mitch Hengst

DINE-IN

b
v,/ ORDER 9am-2pm
ONLINE!

$3 Bloody Mary’s,
Mimosas, Craft Cocktails

| TUES & WED: 11am - 10pm, THURS: 11lam - 11pm,
FRI & SAT: 11am - 12am, SUN: 9am - 9pm




HOF CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

Jay Banyasz is a 2014 graduate of Columbia High School. Jay also excelled in Columbia’s
football and basketball programs. Jay played defensively as a safety for the football team and was
the starting quarterback beginning his Junior year. In the Raiders first ever home playoff game,
Jay rushed for 271 yards & scored 4 touchdowns. He also completed 11 of 15 passes for 168
yards and scored 2 additional touchdowns. John earned an ESPN National Award, was selected
for the Patriot Athletic Conference and Lorain County 1st Teams, and was named to the All Ohio
1st Team as a defensive back.

During his senior year, Jay completed 120 of 174 passes for 2,029 yards & 28 touchdowns,
as well as rushed for 619 yards & 10 touchdowns. His accolades included Raiders MVP, Patriot
Athletic Conference 1st Team & MVP Offensive Back, Lorain County 1st Team & MVP Of-
fensive Back, All Northeast Lakes District 1st Team & Offensive Player of the Year, Cleveland
Browns Player of the Week, Archie Griffin Athlete of the Week, Chronicle Telegram Player of
the Week, Fox 8 Player of the Year, Morning Journal Player of the Year, Lorain County Golden
Helmet Award as the county’s top senior player and All Ohio 1st Team.

Jay was a 3 year starter on the Raiders varsity basketball team. As a senior, he was selected to
the Patriot Athletic Conference 1st Team, Lorain County 1st Team, Lorain County Co-Player of
the Year, 2nd Team All District and All Ohio Honorable Mention.

Jay attended Notre Dame College on a basketball scholarship, where he earned a Comprehen-
sive Biology degree with a minor in Exercise Science. He earned a Masters Degree in Education
from Baldwin Wallace University. Currently, he is the Director of Sports Performance at Elyria
High School, overseeing the physical, nutritional & behavioral well-being of the student athletes,
as well as developing strength and conditioning programs for the teams.

Congratulations, John and Jay, on your inductions into the Columbia Athletic Hall of Fame!

LPLS events

Books, Beats and Bubbles - North Ridgeville Branch, Tuesday, 11-11:30 a.m. on January 27
and February 3 & 10, or Monday, 6-6:30 p.m. February 2 & 9. A musical story time for fami-
lies with children of all ages. Join us for stories with a beat, toe-tapping tunes, instruments and
dancing.

LPLS Geek Squad - Columbia Branch, Wednesday, January 27, from 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
North Ridgeville Branch, Monday, February 2 and Thursday, February 5, from 1-3 p.m. Call us
to book a 45-minute one-on-one appointment for tech help with your Kindle, iPad, tablet, email
and more.

Book Discussions - Tuesday, January 27, at 1 p.m. North Ridgeville Branch, “Beartown”
by Fredrik Backman; Wednesday, January 28, at 1 p.m. Columbia Branch “Outside” by Ragnar
Jonasson; Monday, February 2, at 6 p.m. Columbia Branch “The Writing Retreat” by Julia Bartz;
Thursday, February 5, at 6:30 p.m. Columbia Branch “Praisesong for Kitchen Ghosts” by Crystal
Wilkinson. Spend time each month discussing a great book and making new friends. Copies of
the books are available at the library. New members are welcome. Preregistration required.

The History of Board Games - Columbia Branch Wednesday, January 28, from 6-7 p.m.
From the very first game of dice in 5,000 B.C. to Monopoly and Scrabble, follow the develop-
ment of the board game from its prehistoric roots.

Fiber Arts Groups - Columbia Branch, Thursday, January 29, from 12-4 p.m. For new and
longtime knitters and crocheters. No membership or prior fiber arts skills required, we’re just a
fun group that encourage, admire and enjoy each other’s company.

Friends of the North Ridgeville Branch, Inc. General Membership Meeting - North Rid-
geville Branch, Thursday, January 29, from 5-7 pm. Join a fun group of library enthusiasts who
host book sales and volunteer at various programs in support of your beloved branch.

Bad Art Night - North Ridgeville Branch, Thursday, January 29, from 6-7 pm. We provide
the supplies; you provide the imagination and see if anyone actually creates “bad art.” Intended
for ages 13 and up.

Drop-In Sublimated Pet ID Tags - North Ridgeville Branch, Friday, January 30, from 1-4
pm. Make an ID tag for your pet using our sublimation printer in the Create Space. All materials
provided.

World Record Challenge - Columbia Branch, Saturday, February 7, from 2-4 p.m. Think
you have what it takes to break a world record? Drop in for a fast-paced, fun-filled time where
families take on wacky challenges and try to set their own records through creativity, teamwork
and laughter!

Family Concert and Sing-Along - North Ridgeville Branch, Saturday, January 31, from 2-3
pm. Join Sheela Das of Creative Concepts in Music for an interactive family-friendly sing-along
concert.

CheckMates - Columbia Branch, Saturday, January 31, from 3-4 p.m. The chess club just
for younger patrons, from grade school to teens. Learn how to play chess, solve puzzles, watch
live international competitions and compete head-to-head in friendly matches. All skill levels
welcome.

People and the Posts: Mail in Early Lorain Countyn - North Ridgeville Branch, Sunday,
February 1, from 3-4 pm. Discover the origins of ten communities and their post offices that
no longer operate; places such as Trinity, Shawville, Nickel Plate and Brownhelm. Learn about
these post offices and related local postal history. Sponsored by The Friends of the North Rid-
geville Branch Library, Inc.

Legacy Letters: Sharing the Story of You - Columbia Branch, Monday, February 2, from 10-
11 am. Unlike legal wills that transfer material possessions, an ethical will bequeaths personal
values, reflections, traditions, advice and memories to loved ones.

Game and Puzzle Social - Columbia Branch, Tuesday, February 3, from 10 a.m.-12 p.m. Play
games, solve puzzles and have a cup of tea with other adults.

Browser’s Reading Buddies - North Ridgeville Branch, Saturday, February 7, from 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Children ages 5 to 10 are invited to read to a therapy dog in the library. Please call to
register your child for a specific 20-minute reading time. Bring a book or come early and select
one to read.

Super Smash Bros. Tournament - North Ridgeville Branch, Wednesday, February 4, from
5:30-7:30 p.m. Compete for the title of Super Smash Bros. Champion and the chance to win a
small prize! For ages 10 and up. Preregistration required.

Bad Art Day - Columbia Branch, Friday, February 6, from 3-5 p.m. Explore your creative
side in our open art studio for adults with no pressure or expectations. Materials provided for
collaging, drawing and painting. Preregistration required.

Coffee and Donuts with the Township Trustees - Columbia Branch, Saturday, February 7,
from 10 a.m.-12 p.m. An open house for Columbia Township residents to meet and mingle with
the Columbia Township Trustees. Coffee and donuts will be served.

Classic Movie Afternoon: “The Philadelphia Story” - North Ridgeville Branch, Saturday,
February 7, from 2-4 p.m. Help thaw out your heart this Valentine’s Day with the part romance,
part screwball comedy classic in which Katharine Hepburn has to choose between James Stewart
and Cary Grant.

Women in History: Sojourner Truth and Ida B. Wells-Barnett - North Ridgeville Branch,
Sunday, February 8, from 3-4 p.m. Robin Echols Cooper portrays African-American abolitionist,
Civil War nurse and suffragette Sojourner Truth and Jeannine Gaskin portrays African-Amer-
ican educator, newspaperwoman, anti-lynching campaigner and founder of NAACP Ida. B.
Wells-Barnett, Sponsored by The Friend of the North Ridgeville Library, Inc.

Aging and Disability Resource Center - Columbia Branch, Monday, February 9, from 11:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Learn about how the ADRC provides information, assistance and referral to help
older adults and persons with disabilities maintain their independence.

Coloring for Adults - North Ridgeville Branch, Tuesday, February 10, from 2- 3:30 p.m.
Experience the calming stress-relieving benefits of coloring beautiful designs and patterns made
for adults. Coloring sheets and pencils will be provided.

Patrons can register for programs at LorainPublicLibrary.org/programs.

Columbia Branch, 13824 W. River Rd., Columbia Station, (440) 236-8751.

North Ridgeville Branch, 35700 Bainbridge Rd., North Ridgeville, (440) 327-8326.
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Legacy Letters:
Sharing the Story of You

Monday, Feb. 2; 10 to 11 a.m.

An ethical will bequeaths personal
values, traditions, advice and
memories to loved ones.

Evening Book Discussion;
"Missing White Woman”

by Kellye Garrett

Monday, Feb. 2; 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Copies of the book are available at the
library. New members welcome!

Game and Puzzle Social

Tuesday, Feb. 3; 10 a.m. to noon
Play games, solve puzzles and have a
cup of tea with other adults.

Family Story Time

Tuesdays, 6 to 6:30 p.m.; Feb. 3, 10, 24
Thursdays, 10:30 to 11 a.m.; Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26
Stories, movement, rhyme and play
for children of all ages with their
caregivers.

Fiber Arts Group

Thursdays, Noon to 4 p.m.; Feb. 5,12, 19, 26
A fun group of new and longtime
knitters and crocheters that
encourage, admire and enjoy each
other’s company.

Cookbook Club; “Prariesong
for Kitchen Ghosts"
by Crystal Wilkinson

Thursday, Feb. 5; 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Bring a dish from the selected
month’s cookbook and share your
experience and opinion on the book.
Copies are available at the library.

Bad Art Day

Friday, Feb. 6; 3 to 5 p.m.

An open art studio for adults with no
pressure or expectations. Materials
provided for collaging, drawing and
painting. GEE

Coffee and Donuts with
the Township Trustees

Saturday, Feb. 7; 10 a.m. to noon

An open house for Columbia
Township residents to meet and
mingle with the Columbia Township
Trustees. Coffee and donuts will be
served.

World Record Challenge

Saturday, Feb. 7; 2 to 4 p.m.

Families can drop in for fast-paced
wacky challenges to try to set their
own records through creativity,
teamwork and laughter!

Aging and Disability

Resource Center

Monday, Feb. 9; 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
ADRC provides information,
assistance and referral to help older
adults and persons with disabilities
maintain their independence.

LPLS Geek Squad

Wednesday, Feb. 11, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.;
Tuesday, Feb. 24, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Call 440-236-8751 to book a
45-minute one-on-one appointment
for tech help.

Programs at Columbia Branch

Selling Your Stuff Online

Wednesday, Feb. 11; 1 to 2 p.m.

Learn to create accounts and sell
items on Amazon, Ebay, Facebook
Marketplace, Craigslist, Letgo and
more.

Young Artists Studio

Wednesday, Feb. 11; 5 to 6:30 p.m.
A monthly group activity for school-
age children and their caregivers to
create art. @&

Ice Cream for Breakfast

Saturday, Feb. 14; 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Families with children of all ages are
invited to drop in to celebrate Ice
Cream for Breakfast Day and make a
valentine card. While supplies last.

Friends of the Columbia
Library, Inc. Meeting

Tuesday, Feb. 17; 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

A fun group of library enthusiasts who
host fundraisers in support of our
beloved branch.

Chess Club

Wednesday, Feb. 18; 5 to 7 p.m.: Adults
Saturday, Feb. 28; 3 to 4 p.m.: Grade school
and teens

Learn how to play chess, solve
puzzles, watch live international
competitions and compete
head-to-head in friendly matches. All
skill levels welcome.

Play Magic: The Gathering

Saturday, Feb. 21; 2 to 4 p.m.

A group play! Thanks to our
partnership with MagiKids, provide
cards for those that don’t have their
own.

Spice Kits

Monday, Feb. 23; 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Drop in for a take-home kit that
includes a small amount of a
featured spice, a brief history and
recommended recipes. While
supplies last.

"KPop Demon Hunters"” Night
Monday, Feb. 23; 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Grab your squad, charge your
lightsticks and slay the night like
legends with crafts, snacks and more.
For ages 11 and up. GED

Afternoon Book Discussion;
"People of Means" by

Nancy Johnson

Wednesday, Feb. 25; 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.
Copies of the book are available at the
library. New members welcome!

Intro to Native Plants

Thursday, Feb. 26; 6 to 7 p.m.

Meadow City Nursery presents this
intro to the importance and beauty of
native plants.

Constuction Crew
to the Rescue

Saturday, Feb. 28; 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

No construction job or rescue mission
is too big for Rubble and his crew in
this Paw Patrol-themed construction
fun for ages 4 to 7. GED

13824 W. River Road North, Columbia Station

PEREG Please note preregistration is required for some programs.

Visit the online calendar for the most current information
LorainPublicLibrary.org/programs.

i\




Page 6, RURAL-URBAN RECORD January 26, 2026

The Rural-Urban Record

Published Bi-Weekly on Monday

Abel E. Carpenter & Grace A. Carpenter
Founders 1955

Lee Boise, Publisher & President
Leonard Boise, Publisher 1993-2010
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Website: www.rural-urbanrecord.com

DEADLINE:
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at 12 p.m.
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TheRural-Urban Record

Your Free Community Newspaper

Office Hours:

The Week Before Publication Date:
Tues.-Thurs. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Closed Mon. & Fri.
The Week of Publication Date:

Office open_by Appt. Only, as our limited staff
works from home every other week.
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March 23 March 18

(440) 236-8982
news@rural-urbanrecord.com or
ads@rural-urbanrecord.com

Belden Methodist Youth Group

All school-age children are invited to be part of our Youth
Group as we grow together in friendship and faith. It’s a won-
derful opportunity to learn more about God while building con-
nections in a fun, supportive environment. Each gathering will
include a Bible lesson, games, activities, snacks and more!

Join us on Thursdays from 6-7:30 p.m., February 12 and 26
and March 12 and 26. The church is located at 36130 St. Route
303, in Grafton. Call (440) 926-2209.

Pasta Dinner

Please join St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church on Sunday,
February 1, from 12-3 p.m., for their annual pasta dinner. The
church is located at 25801 Royalton Road, Route 82, in Colum-
bia Station. The dinner menu includes: pasta with an authentic
homemade old-world sauce, meatballs, salad, roll, homemade
dessert and beverage. Tickets will be sold at the door. Adult
dinners are $15 and dinners for children 12 and under are $10.
They are also offering an all-you-can-eat option for dine-in
only. Carry out dinners are available. There will be a 50/50 cash
raffle as well.

Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser

On Saturday February 7, from 5-7 p.m., the Community of
Faith U.C.C., located at 9715 East River Road, in Elyria will
have a Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser which includes a delight-
ful meal, a basket raffle and 50/50 raffle, melodious music
and more to support the church and community! Each dinner
includes classic spaghetti and meatballs with delicious made-
from-scratch sauce, fresh salad, tasty bread, a sweet dessert and
a beverage. Ticket prices are as follows: a large portion with
4 meatballs is $12, a medium portion with 2 meatballs is $10,
children under 5 eat free! Carry-out available. Tickets available
for pre-sale only until February 1. To reserve tickets, call (440)
322-3781. Last year’s proceeds supported the church’s music
ministries as well as a $3,900 donation to the Lorain County
Office on Aging.

Winter Crisis Program

Winter heating assistance for residents who are without heat
or threatened with disconnection is now available and residents
can make appointments by going online. Winter Crisis applicants
must be living at or below 175% of the federal poverty line. Crisis
appointments can be scheduled at lccaa.secure.force.com/appoint-
ments for the following reasons:

*Heat has been disconnected

*A disconnection notice has been received

*You need to establish new service

*You need to pay to transfer service

*Bulk fuel users have less than a 10-day supply of wood, coal,
pellets, propane or oil

These emergency situations qualify for an appointment with
LCCAA staff, which will be conducted over the phone. Those with
a pending disconnection notice must provide an account number
during appointment scheduling to place a hold on the disconnec-
tion. The appointment must be at least 48 hours before the sched-
uled disconnection. Missing or rescheduling the appointment may
result in disconnection. In person services will be offered in four
different locations this season:

Seniors can walk in at the Lorain County Office on Aging in
Elyria, at 534 Abbe Road South, Monday through Friday between
8-11 a.m. or 12:30-3:30 p.m.

*Anyone can walk in at Second Baptist Church, 427 Chapman
Lane, Elyria, on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 8-11 a.m. or
12:30-3:30 p.m.

*Anyone can make an appointment to meet with an advocate
at the Office on Aging’s Wellington location, at 105 Maple St., on
Fridays. Call (440) 731-2640.

*Anyone can make an appointment to meet with an advocate
at the El Centro Opportunity Center, 1825 E. 28th St., Lorain, on
Fridays between 8-11 a.m. or 1-3:30 p.m. Call (440) 752-2051.

A secure drop box is available at LCCAA ,at 936 Broadway
Ave., Lorain, for required documents. Drop boxes are also avail-
able at Second Baptist Church and the Wellington location

Required documentation includes:

*Income information for all household members 18 years of
age or older for the last 30 days. For a complete list of countable
income, please visit our website.

*Any member reporting “no income” must complete a no in-
come form

*Social Security numbers for all household members

*Proof of citizenship for all household members

*Most recent electric and gas bills

Maximum benefits for Winter Crisis are:

*$175 for regulated gas and electric utilities

+$750 for unregulated gas and electric utilities

+$1,200 for bulk fuel, propane, heating oil or kerosene

*$650 for coal or wood

The program can also fund up to $1,500 in heating unit repairs
or replacements.

If you do not have a disconnect notice but need help paying
your bill, you may be eligible for the Home Energy Assistance
Program. Applications for that program are taken through the
state’s portal at energyhelp.ohio.gov. No appointment is needed.
An Ohio ID is now required for creating an account on the state’s
portal. If you have questions about an existing application, you
can also call (440) 245-1870, Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m.
- 5 p.m. to speak with a representative. The lobby reception win-
dow at 936 Broadway Ave., in Lorain, is open for questions as
well. No documents are accepted at the window. A weather-tight,
secure document drop box is stationed at the agency’s rear lobby
entrance. The box is checked hourly. Documents can also be faxed
to (440) 457-0337. The program runs through March 31, 2026.

Come Worship with us!

“Come to me,
all you who are weary
and burdened, and
1 will give you rest.”

O
—Matthew 11:28

Your are always welcome at

Christian Unity Church
36353 Capel Rd., Grafton, Ohio
Pastor Neal Brock
www.christianunitychurch.org

Sunday School for all ages 10am
Sunday Worship Service - 11am & 6pm
Wednesday Prayer Meeting
& Youth Group - 7pm

COLUMBIA
BAPTIST CHURCH
“Loving God; Loving Others”

American Baptist Church
25514 Royalton Road
440-236-8206
Reverend James Crews

10:30 a.m. Family Worship

GRAFTON UNITED
\ METHODIST CHURCH
973 Mechanic St. «Grafton < 926-2034

Stairlift Access
O\X\B‘A 54,
$ % 10:00am Worship
Mission:
“Putting God’s Word to Work”
CHORCH Pastor Bob Spaulding

Church of Christ

Sunday Bible Study 9:30 am
Sunday Worship 10:30 am
Wednesday Bible Study 7 pm
211 Forest St., LaGrange
440-355-6872

JESUS!

LOVES VYOU.

Our Lady Queen of Peace

Catholic Church

Weekend Masses WeckdayMasses
(Church) (Chapel
Mon., Tues.,
Sag 433g 31’30m 1 Thurs., Fri. 9 a.m.
un. 3: i \\
& 11 a.m. | ui (Church)
OUR LADY 3rd Wed. of the
QUEEN or PEACE month 6:30 p.m.

GriefShare Huntington

United Church of Huntington started a GriefShare support
group on Sundays, at 3 p.m. If you have lost a loved friend or
family member, you can come to understand grief better, and to
deal with it through this grief group time on Sunday afternoons.
You can sign up at GriefShare.org or just come check it out at
United Church of Huntington, located at 26677 St. Rt. 58 S., in
Wellington.

GriefShare at Christ Church

You don’t need to go through your grieving process alone.
GriefShare is a faith-based support group for those who have
lost a loved one and are looking for answers as you sort through
grief. We offer support, comfort, and guidance through shared
experiences and we encourage you to join us. Sessions are at
Christ Church, located at 23080 Royalton Rd., in Columbia
Station, on Mondays, February 23-May 18, from 10-11:30 a.m.
Also at Christ Church West Campus, held at Solid Rock Com-
munity Church, located at 680 North Abbe Road, in Elyria, on
Mondays, February 9-May 4, from 7-8:30 p.m.

For more information or to register, visit Griefshare.org or
call the church at (440) 236-8282.

Funeral & Cremation Services

FUNERAL HOME
Now offering On-site
Cremation Services

Funeral Home is also
Handicap Accessible

LOMIN

38475 Chestnut Rldge Rd. e EIyrla 0h|0 44035
440-322-4626  440-323-1929
www.laubenthalmercado.com

‘(Bauer

FUNERAL HOM FUNERAL HOME
X - 2089 Columbia Road
Cremation » Monuments Valley City, OH 44280

Pre-paid Funerals

1021 Main St., Grafton
440-926-2048

330-483-3300
“Understanding When
Needed Most”

www.hauerfuneralhome1943.com

www.dukefuneralhome.com \Pre-Need Planning Available/
T /O

Eternity Monuments, Inc.

15420 Brookpark Rd., Cleveland, Oh 44135

Tim Stallman

timstallman@gmail.com
eternitymonuments.com

Cemetery Monuments « Cemetery Lettering
Bronze Markers

(440) 309-5977 + (216) 303-9995 - Fax

Ung %gé%q

Center is now open
adjacent to the Funeral
Home for fully catered
events including
after-funeral luncheons
and Celebration of

Life services.

%%BOGNER

FAMILY FUNERAL HOME
AND CREMATION SERVICES

36625 Center Ridge Road | N. Ridgeville | 440-327-2955

www.BognerFamilyFuneralHome.com
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National Boy Scouts
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“On my honor | will do my best to

R

do my duty to God and my country and to obey the Scout Law; to help other people
at all times; to keep myself physically strong,

mentally awake, and morally straight”

Cub Scouts Youth K-5

Cub Scouts focuses on building
the foundations for leadership,
citizenship & personal fitness
through fun & engaging activites.

Scouts BSA Youth 1117

The traditional Scouting program focuses on
the development of outdoor survival skills,

self-confidence & ethics. Increased attention to
service, community engagement & leadership.

Discovery is at the heart of Scouting. Whether it’s
a campout, derby car race, or hike on the trail, we
believe every adventure helps us uncover a little more
about ourselves. We build the foundations for humility
and compassion—strengthening character through
actions—to prepare youth for a lifetime of leadership.

—Boy Scouts of America

THIS PAGE PROUDLY SPONSORED BY THE FOLLOWING

BERISWILL INSURANCE AGENCY
35881 GRAFTON EASTERN RD
GRAFTON - 440-926-3312

SCHILD’S IGA
34981 E. ROYALTON RD < N. EATON
440-748-3751

GEHRING’S TAVERN
423 MAIN ST » GRAFTON
440-926-2621

GENERAL PLUG & MFG. CO.
455 N. MAIN ST « GRAFTON
440-926-0054

GRAFTON MOWER
1007 PARSONS - GRAFTON
440-926-2880

GRAFTON V.F.W. POST 3341
HURON ST = GRAFTON
440-926-3341

VILLAGE JEWELRY & REPAIR
954 MAIN ST « GRAFTON
440-926-0500

GIBBS BUTCHER BLOCK
9858 EAST RIVER RD « COLUMBIA
STATION - 440-235-2766

BURNETT’S SEPTIC SERVICES
120 COMMERCE DR » LAGRANGE
440-355-5526

GLW BROADBAND INC.
933 COMMERCE DR. « GRAFTON
440-926-3230

B-K GLASS WINDOW & DOOR
42023 ST. RT..303 = LAGRANGE
440-355-6705

WILLIE’S:GARAGE
24393 SPRAGUE RD - COLUMBIA
STATION:»:440-235-1655

ROCKIN'-R-RANCH/SPOOKY RANCH

19066 E. RIVER'RD: = COLUMBIA STATION 440-

236-5454

COLUMBIA V.F.W. POST 9340
25742 ROYALTON RD
COLUMBIA STATION - 440-236-8111

BRENTWOOD GOLF CLUB
12415 GRAFTON RD « GRAFTON
440-322-9254

DUKE FUNERAL HOME
1021 MAIN ST « GRAFTON
440-926-2048

DEAK MEDICAL DENTISTRY
10247 DEWHURST RD SUITE 100
ELYRIA - 440-406-8181

LAUBENTHAL-MERCADO FUNERAL HOME
38475 CHESTNUT RIDGE » ELYRIA
440-322-4626

THE RURAL-URBAN RECORD
24487 SQUIRE-RD+ COLUMBIA
STATION =+ 440-236-8982

We are proud of our Scouts and congratulate them on 100+ years of service
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Garlisle/Eaton News

news@rural-urbanrecord.com
Snow Ban reminder

Just a reminder to Carlisle Township residents that a vehicle
parking snow ban will be in effect when snow accumulation is
2” or more. On trash/recycling pick up days, do not place your
trash/recycle cans in the roadway. Also, please be courteous
and give snowplow truck drivers extra room to do their jobs
and safely get home at night.

Book Swap at indoor walking

North Ridgeville Heart & Sole collaborative is hosting a
book swap until January 30! Leave your books on the table
after signing in, and browse other walkers’ books to take home.
Any leftover books at the end of the month will be donated to
the Friends of the North Ridgeville Branch Library.

To participate, enter the building’s main doors and sign in at
the indoor walking table. There is no cost and all ages and abil-
ities are welcome to attend. If the school or building is closed
due to holiday closure or weather, indoor walking is canceled.

Indoor walking is available throughout this winter and
spring at the following locations in North Ridgeville:

*LCCC University Partnership Ridge Campus, 32121 Lo-
rain Road, North Ridgeville. Times: Mondays & Wednesdays,
5-7 p.m.; Fridays, 8:30-10:30 a.m. Indoor walking ends March
30.

*North Ridgeville Academic Center, 34620 Bainbridge
Road, North Ridgeville. Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6-8
p.m. Indoor walking ends April 30. Enter through door #15
(main entrance).
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Comprehensive DIMD

Dental Care forthe: b E A K
whole family!

DENTISTRY
Now open 5 days a week & select Saturdays
Emergencies Welcome!

Schedule your
appointment Today !

440.406.8181
10247 Dewhurst Rd., Elyria
www.deakmedicaldentistry.com

Check out other resources to stay healthy:

*Attend an exercise class through North Ridgeville Parks
and Recreation or North Ridgeville Senior Center (adults age
55+).

*Download free, simple and tasty recipes at nrheartandsole.
com/healthy-eating.

*Walk the paths at the Town Center Trail and the North Rid-
geville Heart & Sole Fitness Trail at Shady Drive Complex.

«Join Silver Sneakers if you are 65 years or older. Some in-
surances cover these classes; visit SilverSneakers.com to check
eligibility. LCCC hosts classes at University Partnership Ridge
Campus at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thurs-
days.

*Borrow a travel-size blood pressure kit from North Rid-
geville Branch Library - all you need is a library card.

Heart & Sole is a community-based group powered by the
United Way of Greater Lorain County and facilitated by Lo-
rain County Public Health. The collaborative includes partners
from local businesses, agencies and organizations working to
improve physical, social and mental wellbeing of those who
live, work and visit the community. Learn more at nrheartand-
sole.com and follow Heart & Sole on Facebook.

North Ridgeville Garden Club

The Garden Club of North Ridgeville meets once a month
at various locations. Are you interested in sharing and learning
about gardening? We welcome visitors and new members. Next
meeting is February 10, at 6 p.m., at Sandy Ridge Reservation.
The program will be “Natural Ohio,” presented by Naturalist
Josh Michalski. For more information, please call (440) 371-
1775 or email Terrilmar@hotmail.com.

Garage Sale donations needed

It’s time to clean out your basement, attic, garage, storage
shed and back bedroom!

Donations for gently used items are welcomed by the
Friends of the Metro Parks of Lorain County. Donations not
accepted for this sale are: clothing, shoes, Christmas trees, elec-
tronics, large furniture, car seats and strollers. Drop offs are at
the Carlisle Visitors Center, located at 12882 Diagonal Rd., in
LaGrange. Drop off dates are: Monday, January 26, from 1-7
p.m.; and Wednesday, January 28, from 4-7 p.m.

How to Prevent Frozen Pipes

When temperatures drop below freezing (32°F), your
home’s pipes—whether plastic or copper—are at risk of freez-
ing. Even a small crack, just 1/8 inch, can leak over 250 gal-
lons of water daily, leading to flooding, structural damage, and
mold growth. Protecting your home from frozen pipe damage
is important. Taking preventive steps can help you avoid costly
repairs and protect your home this winter.

Frozen pipes usually result from sudden temperature drops,
poor insulation, or thermostats set too low.

Here’s what you can do to safeguard your home:

* Insulate Exposed Pipes: Cover pipes in crawl spaces, at-
tics, and other vulnerable areas—even if your climate rarely
freezes—to shield them from cold temperatures.

» Use Heat Tape or Heat Cables: Wrap pipes with thermo-
statically controlled heat tape approved by trusted organiza-
tions like Underwriters Laboratories (UL). Make sure to use
products designed for your pipe’s location (indoor or outdoor).

» Seal Air Leaks: Block cold air from entering near pipes
by sealing gaps around electrical wiring, dryer vents, and pipes
with caulk or insulation.

* Disconnect Garden Hoses: Remove hoses and, if possible,
shut off and drain indoor valves connected to outdoor faucets.

* Let Faucets Drip: Allow a slow trickle of warm and cold
water overnight to help prevent freezing.

» Maintain Thermostat Settings: Keep your home’s tempera-
ture above 55°F, even when you’re away for extended periods.

* Open Cabinet Doors: Allow warm air to circulate around
uninsulated pipes under sinks and appliances near exterior
walls.

What to Do If Pipes Freeze

If you suspect frozen pipes, take these precautions:

* Call a Plumber: If no water flows when you turn on fau-
cets, leave them open and contact a professional.

* Avoid Open Flames: Never use a torch or open flame to
thaw pipes—it’s a serious fire hazard.

 Use a Hair Dryer Safely: If safe, gently warm pipes start-
ing near the faucet and moving toward colder sections. Ensure
no standing water or flammable materials are nearby.

* Shut Off Water Supply: If pipes burst or your leak detector
alerts you, turn off the main water valve. Make sure everyone in
your household knows its location and how to operate it. Keep
faucets open to relieve pressure.

Taking these steps can help you avoid costly damage and
keep your home safe during cold weather.

G.L.W.

993 Commerce Drive
Router Grafton Ohio 44044
-926-32
Rentals 440-926-3230

Technical Question: Cal
Call 440-926-3230 for

Broadband, Inc.

FUN NN NN BN BN BN BN N BN AN B BN em RN RN Em R RN R R R Em Em
Performance
Bandwidth

$29 per month for 12 months 1
New Customers Only

Download Music/Photos
Low Latency Gaming ]}

No Contracts Free Install n

Il or email support@giwb.net

Stream up to 5 devices at a time ]|

' 5300mbps

:: Supercharged

n  Bandwidth

$45 per month for 12 months
New Customers Only

1000 mbps*

*not available in all areas
Stream up to 12 devices at once

1 . .
T Multi Stream and Gaming
Stream with Extreme Speed

" No Contracts Free Install
|

details
CONNECTING THE WORLD
With the new fiber upgrades to the system we can customize to your needs. If you are in
need of a special configuration please contact the office. We can create a custom Broad-
- band package that fits your needs. We look forward to working with you to create the
optimal setup so you can be as productive as possible. Local people local support.
CERTIFIED

GWN7062
e  Powered by Wi-Fi 6
e  Dualband 2x2:2 MU-MIMO DL/UL OFDMA
e Rich firewall features, 256 Concurrent Devices

e  Supports Mesh networking for complete WiFi Cover-
age

e Remote Local Support from GLW

Restrictions apply. Free Basic install.

GLW Modem is supplied at no cost, customer either provides their own wireless router or
can chose to sign up for GLW Router Rental Program. Customer must configure their own
router, if customer does not sign up for the Router Rental Program.

GLW Router Rental Program
GLW Router Rental Program includes a base wireless unit that includes the router.
GLW will configure the Router and Wireless settings prior to the install.
GLW can remotely fix or change the router configuration as needed at no cost..

GLW will Replace units as needed if the unit shows no sign of abuse.
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T-Bone
Steak

USDA Select 6 99
Beef Stew Meat n Lb.
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34981 ROYALTON RD., NORTH EATON
Please Call (440)-748-3751 For Advanced Orders

SchildsiGAGrafton.com

Prices Effective Monday January 26, 2026 - Sunday February 1, 2026
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Midview Bands Night at the Races

The Midview Band Boosters are rolling out the red carpet
for one of the most exciting events of the year, the 2026 Night
at the Races. The community is invited to join the fun on Satur-
day, February 28, at The Lodge of New Russia Township. This
21-and-over event promises an unforgettable evening packed
with great food, lively races and nonstop entertainment. Tickets
are $40 and include a delicious buffet dinner catered by Pogies,
plus soft drinks and beer. Guests are also welcome to bring
their own favorite beverages and snacks.

Doors open at 5:30 p.m., giving attendees plenty of time
to mingle before the first race takes off at 7:30 p.m. Between
races, guests can try their luck with gift basket raffles, 50/50
raffles, sideboards and more exciting surprises throughout the
night. Can’t make it that night? You can still be part of the ex-
citement by purchasing a horse for just $20. If your horse wins,
you’ll take home a $50 payout, all while supporting the Mid-
view band program.

Tickets and Horses must be purchased by February 15 and
are available online at: https:/natr2026.cheddarup.com. This
high-energy evening is a favorite tradition and a vital fundrais-
er that helps support student musicians. The Midview Band
Boosters look forward to seeing old friends, welcoming new
faces and enjoying a thrilling night for a great cause.

For more information, email Chris Hensley at chens-
ley1994@gmail.com.

OLQP Bingo

Our Lady Queen of Peace, located at 708 Erie St., in Graf-
ton, is having Bingo on Thursday, February 4. Hall opens at
5:30 p.m.; Bingo at 6:30 p.m.; 16 games for $25; $50 payout
per game. The final game of the night will payout $250. 50/50;
pull tabs, food and drink will be available. No Alcohol. For
more information, contact (440) 926-2364 or info@olqpgraf-
ton.org.

Minnillo & Marshall
General Dentists
420 N. Main St., Grafton

EMERGENCIES
WELCOMED!

Same-day Denture
Repairs Available

“We Cater to Cowards”
SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

440-926-3441

£ Village Barber Shop

947 Main St., Grafton
440-926-3235

- Walk Ins Welcome -

Cuts ° Styles * Shaves

Barbers: Wayne Reisinger,
Jamie Melton & Scott Neptune

Mon: 9-6, Tue-Thur: 9-6, Fri: 9-5, Sat 9-1
Closed Sundays, Appointments Available

/.‘\g / \/ 7\
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Swing Your Partner 2
Saturday, January 17, 7:30 PM
At Grafton Township Hall
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Lunch & Learn in Eaton
Wednesday, January 21, 12:30 PM

Herbal Infused Oils for
Culinary and Self Care Practices
| Monday, January 26, 6 PM
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Resistance to Removal
Saturday, January 31, 12 PM
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Angels Haven news

It is hard to believe our team has been Helping Horses, Help-
ing People for this long and we are still trotting along. Please
consider our Love Your horse event taking place on Sunday,
February 8. Our 20 year anniversary event will be held on Sun-
day, March 15. We are offering our children’s summer horse
camp, for ages 5-16, and there are spots available. This year,
we are adding an adult session for ages 17 and older. We also
love having scouts (pet, riding badges or community service),
private birthday parties, schools, retirement homes, veterans
and anyone interested in visiting the horses. Their experiences
have proven to be positive for both people and our four legged
friends.

We are always looking for more volunteers to add to our
dedicated team who are helping to evolve both horses and peo-
ple. Please reach out to (440) 781-5060 for additional infor-
mation. Happy 2026, the year of the horse! May it be healthy,
peaceful and enjoyable!

Ohio Wesleyan U Dean’s List

Ohio Wesleyan University is pleased to announce its Dean’s
List for fall semester 2025. Local students on the Dean’s List
are: Willow Brown of Elyria, Madelyn Browning of North Rid-
geville, Abby Freedman of North Ridgeville, Natalie Hamilton

for many in Grafton,” Duke
said. “What Carlee has ac-
complished with the “Grafton
Ghost Light Theater” there is
extraordinary, and it’s import-
ant to talk about our future in
a place that harkens to our
heritage.”

At the meeting, village
officials will moderate a pan-
el representing both those in
favor of development and
those opposed to it. The panel
discussion will be followed
by brief remarks from Mayor
Duke and an open town hall
for residents’ questions and
comments.

The poll results aim to
reflect Village of Grafton res-
idents opinions and submis-

sions will close January 30,
2026. Village staff will then
analyze the results, verify
residency, remove duplicate
responses and weigh the re-
sults accordingly before de-
termining next steps.

“I have a healthy grain of
skepticism about this site be-
ing developed,” Duke said.
“Council and I need feedback
from residents and clear ex-
planations from developers of
‘what’s in it for Grafton’ be-
fore any decisions are made.”

The poll can be found at
https://www.surveymonkey.
com/r/BeaconPark and on the
village Facebook and web-
site, www.villageofgrafton.
org.

LCRD meeting

The Lorain County Rural Democrats (LCRD) will hold its
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' %ﬁm

America 250: Ohio’s Historic Tribes from

PUBLIC LIBRARY.

of Grafton and Gemma Kilgore of North Ridgeville. Congrat-

ulations!

Future of Grafton’s “Beacon Park”
poll results revealed

Grafton Mayor Charles
L. Duke Jr. will reveal results
from a village-wide survey
and host a public town hall
discussion on the future of
Beacon Park, featuring ap-
proximately 650 acres of
developable, village-owned
land. Beacon Park, located in
the northeast portion of the
village, was acquired from
the State of Ohio in 2019.
Thirty-three acres are com-
mitted to solar energy pro-
duction under a long-term
agreement.

Interest in most of the re-
maining land has been strong
and has come from a range of
industries. To manage that in-
terest, the Village of Grafton
has retained Kleinfelder Inc.
to assist with economic de-
velopment inquiries and the
Toledo-based Shumaker law
firm to handle legal review.
Village officials acknowledge
working with the county, and
multiple proposals have been
presented (including interest
from data center developers),
but no decisions have been
made.

“We’ve got to gather
enough information - espe-
cially for incoming members
of Village Council - to make
wise and logical decisions,”
Duke said. “The first step is
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to poll and the second step is
to talk about it. That’s exactly
what we’ll do.”

Duke said one purpose of
the town hall is to remove the
technical language often used
by developers and explain,
in plain terms, what is being
proposed and what it could
mean for the community.

The town hall will be held
at 5 p.m. on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 3, 2026, at the Historic
Grafton School, 1111 Elm
Street. Duke said the location
was chosen intentionally.

“I wanted it there because
it’s important and nostalgic

next meeting on Monday, February 9, at 6:30 p.m., at the His-
toric Grafton School, located at 1111 Elm Street, in Grafton.
The first half hour of the meeting is set aside for socializing and
the formal meeting begins at 7 p.m.

Speakers at the February meeting will be Drs. Valerie
Fouts-Fowler and Laura Beene. Drs. Fouts-Fowler and Beene
are the leaders of the group, Concerned UH Physicians. They
have been spearheading a physician’s unionizing effort at Uni-
versity Hospitals. In the presentation, they will share their
many experiences in the fight for patient safety and physician
working conditions.

To learn more about the LCRD, visit their website at www.
ruralloraincountydems.com.

GRAFTON NEWS CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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THE GREAT BIG

HOME

+GARDEN

SHOW

PRESENTED BY

"
 Carrier Jely]le]
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JAN. 30-FEB. 8

I-X CENTER

INSPIRATION GROWS HERE.
STARTS FRIDAY!

Shop, compare, and save with hundreds of experts in
kitchen & bath, landscaping, décor, flooring, and more!

See Craig Conover from Bravo’s
hit show Southern Charm and
co-creator of the popular
lifestyle brand Sewing Down
South, FEB. 6 & 7!

Take a stroll through the
Umbrella Alley, sponsored by
Berlin Gardens, and into the
blossoming Garden Showcase,
sponsored by Dollar Bank.

Tour the beautifully designed,
Taylor Il Idea Home, created
by Hartzler’s Quality Housing,
showcasing 1,380 sq. ft.
of smart, stylish living.

Meet with more than
500 home experts prepared
to help you get started on
your next indoor or outdoor
project.

VALID ON ADULT ADMISSION ONLY.

SCAN HERE
FOR TICKETS!

GreatBigHomeAndGarden.com

~aN

MARKETPLACE
EVENTS
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Fire Department
Pancake Breakfast

It is that time again. Come and enjoy breakfast and conver-
sation at your local fire department. Join them at the Grafton
Township Fire Department on February 15 for their semi-annu-
al pancake and sausage breakfast. Breakfast will be served from
8 a.m.-12 p.m. They are located at the roundabout in Belden.
The meal is by donation only. Vitalant will also be there for a
Blood Drive from 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. This is a great time to meet
the EMT’s, Paramedics and firefighters of Grafton Township.
Ask for a tour of the station and get a look at the apparatus and
equipment that you have helped purchase over the years.

They can’t wait to see you!

Public Zoning Meeting

The Grafton Township Zoning Commission will hold a
public zoning meeting at 7 p.m. on February 17 at the Grafton
Town Hall, located at 17109 Avon Belden Road. The agenda
topic is to be determined.

Belden Historical Society

Bundle up Belden! It is cold, but not as cold as it was in
February 1899. The official recorded temperature in our vicin-
ity at that time was -27 degrees Fahrenheit. Nevertheless, we
at the Belden Historical Society are hard at work and would
enjoy seeing you at our next meeting on February 14, at 10:30
a.m. Our meeting place will be at the Belden United Method-
ist Church. A special thanks to the Grafton Midview Library
for inviting the Belden Historical Society to raffle baskets at
their Swing Your Partner 2 event. Thank you, also, to Christian,
who was a terrific helper! A grand time was had by all! Please
don’t forget to join us on Saturday, March 14, at the Grafton
Township Community Hall to hear Clara Barton sharing her
story, struggles and triumphs. This event is free and open to
the public. Voluntary donations help support future educational
programs.

GRAFTON NEWS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Midview Schools
Superintendent Dr. Frank Major

Midview Families and Community,

It seems like just yesterday we were ringing in the New Year
- and now, a few snow days later, we find ourselves wrapping
up the first month of 2026! As we look ahead to February, we
are approaching one of the most important milestones of the
school year: course scheduling for the upcoming academic
year. Our staff and administration have been working diligently
to ensure families have a smooth scheduling experience and the
information they need to make informed decisions. As part of
this process, we are excited to welcome families to the annual
Midview High School Showcase and CCP Information Night
on February 5, from 4:30-6:30 p.m. This event offers students
and parents the opportunity to learn about our updated course
guide, connect with teachers and current students and ask ques-
tions ahead of scheduling for the 2026-27 school year. Families
can also learn more about Advanced Placement (AP) courses,
career-technical education pathways and extracurricular oppor-
tunities available at MHS.

local expertise

Valerie Hopkins
440-581-6885

544 N Center St Ste B
Lagrange
vhopkins@allstate.com

’ @ Allstate.

Savings vary. In most states, prices vary based on how you buy. Subject to terms, conditions
ility. Allstate Fire and Casualty Ins. Co & affiliates: 3100 Sanders Rd Northbrook IL
023 Allstate Insurance Co. MKT00508-1

SENIOR OUTREACH PROGRAM
Sponsored by the Grafton VFW with
programs being held at Hinkson Hysell VFW Post
3341 Banquet Hall - 783 Huron Street in Grafton
The Grafton/LaGrange areas are looking for Meals on Wheels
drivers. To become a driver, contact EMILY @ 353-0829.

These Programs are Available to ALL SENIORS at NO CHARGE.

2/3/26 at 2:00 pm Senior Exercise Class being
instructed by Debi’s Personal Training with fruit &
juice for participants.

2/3/2026 at 2:00 pm Sign up for Senior Dinner to be
held 2/10/2026 at 5:30pm. /Two names per phone call
only.

2/10/2026 at 2:00 pm Senior Exercise Class being
instructed by Debi’s Personal Training with fruit &
juice for participants.

2/10/2026 at 5:30 pm Senior Dinner for those that
signed up. CANCELLATIONS FOR DINNER MUST BE
MADE BEFORE NOON.

Dinners will now be held on the second Tuesday of each

month. Please call in on the first Tuesday (2-3-26) to sign up

e If you have questions on these programs, please contact
the VFW’s Canteen Manager by calling 440-926-3341.

e The VFW Hall is available for rent to use for your special
occasions. Call 440-926-3341 and ask for the Canteen
Manager for additional information.

In addition, from 5:30-6:30 p.m. in the APR, we will host
the College Credit Plus (CCP) Parent Information Session for
families of rising 7th-12th grade students who are new to CCP
and would like to learn more. CCP is a great opportunity for
students to get a head start on their college education by earn-
ing high school and college credits simultaneously. Our high
school counselors look forward to sharing more about the pro-
gram, how to participate, available courses and the application
process!

Current and incoming Midview High School students, as
well as families from outside our district, including homes-
chool and online students, are welcome to attend the Showcase.
Our future 7th and 8th grade Middies are encouraged to save
the date for a similar event on March 5 from 6-7:30 p.m.

February is also an important month for our youngest learn-
ers! Beginning February 3, families can register their children
for preschool and kindergarten at Midview Local Schools.
Starting school is an exciting milestone, and we look forward
to partnering with you as your child begins their educational
journey.

Please note, per new Ohio law, the age cutoff date has
changed to the first day of the school year (September 8, 2026),
rather than August 1.

*To qualify as a Preschool Peer Model student, children
must be at least THREE years old on or before September 8§,
2026, and reside within the district.

*To be eligible for kindergarten, children must be FIVE
years old on or before September 8, 2026.

More detailed information on preschool and kindergarten
enrollment requirements and the registration process can be
found at midviewk12.org/enrollment-registration. As always,
if you have questions about scheduling, enrollment or the Mid-
view Local Schools, please do not hesitate to contact the Mid-
view Board of Education Office.

Once A Middie, Always A Middie
Dr. Frank Major, Superintendent

Grafton-Midview Library

To learn more about the
Library or to get a Library
card, call (440) 926-3317
or visit our website at gm-
plibrary.org. Registration is
required for most programs
unless noted. The Library is
located at 983 Main Street,
Grafton.

Change in Library Hours
- The Grafton-Midview Pub-
lic Library has made an ad-
justment to our hours. We will
no long be open on Sundays,
and the Library will now close
at 5 p.m. on Fridays. We ap-
preciate your understanding
and continued support. Hours
are now Mondays, Tuesdays,
and Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.-8
p.m., Wednesdays, Fridays,
and Saturdays, 9:30 a.m.-5
p.m., Closed on Sundays.

Preschool Storytime -
Monday, 1/26, 2/2, 2/9, at
11 a.m. Join us for a magical
journey through enchanting
tales and adventures with
songs, rhymes, and fun! For
ages 3-5 with a caregiver.

Lifelong Learning at the
Library - Tuesday, 1/27, 2/3,
2/10, at 10 a.m. Attend our
(almost) weekly program for
seniors that includes a free
lunch. Meet other seniors,
socialize, and learn about all
the great assistance available
in your own community on a
variety of topics! Registration
is not required unless noted.

AARP Tax Aide Regis-
tration - Patrons can make
appointments for AARP Tax-
Aide assistance by phone
only. No online registration.
The Tax-Aide program ap-
pointments will take place
on Fridays from February
6 through April 10, 2026,
at Grafton-Midview Public
Library in the Community
Room. You must have a pre-
booked appointment to par-
ticipate in this program.

Baby Storytime - Thurs-
day, 1/29, 2/5,2/12 at 10 a.m.
Introduce the world of sto-
ries, songs, rhymes, and lap
bounces! For babies, birth to
18 months with a caregiver.

Toddler Storytime -

Thursday, 1/29, 2/5, 2/12,
at 11 a.m. Let your tot’s imag-
ination soar as we explore the
wonderful world of stories
together! For ages 19-35
months with a caregiver.

Bento Lunchbox Cre-
ations - Thursday, January

29, 5:15 p.m. Do you need
some mid-school year lunch
inspirations? Learn about
the history of bento lunch
creations, and start new cre-
ations at home!

Kids Cricut Valentines -
Saturday, January 31, at 10
a.m. Let your tween create
boxes for small candies to
give to their friends or fami-
ly. Each tween will create 3-4
boxes to take home.

America  250: Ohio’s
Historic Tribes: From Re-
sistance to Removal - Satur-
day, January 31, from 12-2
p.m. Throughout 2026, the
country will celebrate Amer-
ica’s 250th anniversary, and
Ohio will commemorate each
month with a special theme to
highlight our state’s history
and significance. Join author
Mary Stockwell for a fasci-
nating and educational talk
on Ohio’s major indigenous
tribes (Shawnee, Delaware,
Ottawa, Wyandot, and Sen-
eca or Mingo) — from their
settlement in Ohio in the ear-
ly 1700s, their many wars to
retain their claim to the Ohio
Country up through the War
of 1812, and then the after-
math of that war — and their
removal. Program generously
sponsored by Read Between
the Wines.

America 250: Then &
Now: Inventions and Inno-
vators of Lorain County -
Monday, February 2, from 6
-7:30 p.m. Throughout 2026,
the country will celebrate
America’s 250th anniversary,
and Ohio will commemorate
each month with a special
theme to highlight our state’s
history and significance. Feb-
ruary’s theme is “Ohio Works:
Innovation and Industry”.
From the padded bicycle seat
to Beeman’s Gum, join Kayla
Clark from the Lorain County
Historical Society, to discuss
the importance and impact
of various inventors and in-
ventions from Lorain County
that contributed to the growth
and development of the area
and beyond. This program
will take place at North Eaton
Christian Church Parish Hall,
35895 Royalton Rd., in Eaton
Township.

Lego Legends - Friday,
February 6, at 3:30 p.m. Use
your creativity and our huge
supply of LEGO bricks to
complete fun building chal-
lenges—or create your own
adventure, then put your mas-
terpiece on display for every-
one to admire until our next
session!

Take Your Child to the
Library Day - Saturday, Feb-
ruary 7, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Mark your calendar for Take
Your Child to the Library
Day. Stop in for a visit and
enjoy our activities, especial-
ly rabbits from our local 4-H

families! Get a library card
(they’re free!), meet one of
our c<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>