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Auburn UU welcomes new members

AUBURN, ME -
The First Universalist
Church of Auburn (known
as Auburn UU) welcomed
three new members in
May. This talented group
learned about the histo-
ry and principles of Uni-
tarian Universalism, and
opportunities to minister
within the church.

New member ses-
sions are offered by the

Membership  committee
twice per year.
The First Univer-

salist Church of Auburn
is located at 169 Pleas-

(Left to right) Paula Spruill (Membership chair), David Liz-
otte, Emily Felger, Rev. DC, and Suzanna Leighton

ant Street in Auburn. For
more information, call

783-0461 or see www.au-
burnuu.org.

Absentee ballots now available

LEWISTON & ME

LEWISTON, ME
— The Special State Can-
didate election to fill the
vacancy in State House
District 94 will be held on
Tuesday, February 24. Ab-
sentee ballots for this elec-
tion are currently available
from the City Clerk’s Of-
fice. All pending requests
for absentee ballots have
been filled and ballots were
mailed out on Wednesday.

Registered voters
wishing to obtain an absen-
tee ballot may order one
via four methods:

1) Call the City
Clerk’s Office at 513-3124

2) Submit an appli-
cation form via the mail
or red City Hall drop box;

application can be down-
loaded and printed from
the City’s website

3) In person at the
City Clerk’s Office, located
on the second floor of City
Hall; office hours are Mon-
day, Wednesday, Thursday,
7:45am - 4:00pm and Tues-
day, 7:45am — 5:30pm.

4) Online from the
City’s election website

State House Dis-
trict 94 encompasses part
of Lewiston Ward 2, part
of Lewiston Ward 3, part
of Lewiston Ward 4, and
part of Lewiston Ward
5. If voters are unsure of

their State House district,
they can look it up on the
city’s election website.
The City’s website con-
tains a sample ballot and
other election information
that voters may find use-
ful. The website address
is:  https://www.lewiston-
maine.gov/117/Elections

The statewide dead-
line to request an absentee
ballot is 4pm, Thursday,
February 19.

Voters are encour-
aged to contact the City
Clerk’s Office at 513-3124
with any questions they
may have.

Twin Cities Swim Team brings
home win, 46 personal bests

MAINE - Twin Cities
Swim Team has complet-
ed the halfway point of its
104th season of competitive
swimming at The YMCA of
Auburn-Lewiston.  Under
the leadership of new Head
Coach, Peter Goulet, TCST
has found its stride in the
and out of the pool.

Most recently, TCST
traveled to the Boothbay
Region YMCA to swim the
BBY Dolphins on January
17th. TCST not only came
home to Auburn-Lewiston
with a win, they also had 46
personal best times out of
68 swims. “Winning hap-

pens every day at TCST, it
is our motto that “Everyone
Swims — Everyone Wins”
that is the mentality that
I place in the heads of our
swimmers.”  Best times
were had by: (From Au-
burn) Mazelyn Biederwolf,
Winnie Curtis, Tristan Proc-
tor, Zander Proctor, Camryn
Sawyer, Starla McCue, Lily-
ana Johnson, Jessica Corm-
ier, Luke Gaspary. (From
Lewiston) ElI Wronski, An-
jali Chin, Xxavier Fulgham,
Evan Cornish, Toni Asselin,
Hazel-Rae Barnies, Syd-
ney Flint, Addison Flint,
Elise Young, Wyatt Fish,

Talon Lachance, Madden
Lagasse, Emmalyn Pulk.
(From Poland) Matthew
Raby (From Lisbon) Emily
Ellis. (From Hebron) Ziyah
Proulx-Shadel. (From New
Gloucster) Malik Marafa.
(From Gray) Parker Welch.

On February S8th,
TCST is holding its annual
“Splash For Cash” Fund-
raiser. If you would like
to help the swimmers of
TCST by donating, please
send your donation to: Twin
Cities Swim Team, YMCA
of Auburn-Lewiston, 62
Turner Street, Auburn, ME
04210.

January Special Section
National Human Trafficking
Awareness Month
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Historical Fiction Book Group
meets each month

MAINE - Join the
Androscoggin  Historical
Society, Auburn Public Li-
brary, and Lewiston Public
Library as we partner to
explore fiction with a his-
torical twist. We will be
meeting on the last Mon-
day of each month from
5:30 — 6:30pm to discuss
a historical fiction novel.
Our next meeting will take
place on February 23rd
@ 5:30pm, at the Auburn
Public Library, located at
49 Spring St., Auburn, ME
04210.

We will be read-
ing Stories from the Old
Squire’s Farm (chapters
18-36) by C.A. Stephens.
Participants will be expect-
ed to obtain a copy of the
book independently. You
may place a hold on Miner-
va using your library card

Historical Fiction év! ng

connecting history with compelling stories

Monday, February 23rd from 5:30-6:30pm

or contact either the Au-
burn Public Library or the
Lewiston Public Library
for assistance with how
to borrow a copy of this
month’s selection.
Locations of future
gatherings will rotate be-
tween the Androscoggin
Historical Society, Auburn

Auburn Public Libraty
49 Spring St, Auburn, ME 04210

Public Library, and Lewis-
ton Public Library. Future
readings to be determined
by those who come.

Free to attend. No
registration required at this
time. No food provided,
but feel free to bring your
own. Recommended for
ages 18+.

Lewiston Public Library
Outreach Program

LEWISTON, ME
— The Lewiston Public Li-
brary is working to spread
the word about their Out-
reach Program, which offers
free delivery of library ma-
terials to homebound resi-
dents of Lewiston. Although
the library has been offering
this program for years, they
are constantly seeking new
participants to help make li-
brary materials more acces-
sible to the community.

The Lewiston Public
Library Outreach Program
is a free service that delivers
books and other library ma-
terials to Lewiston residents
who cannot come into their
building. Those in either
private settings or group
facilities are welcome to
apply for monthly delivery
of up to thirty items from
LPL’s local collection. Pa-
trons can utilize this service
on a regular or temporary

basis.

The Outreach Pro-
gram helps make the li-
brary’s resources accessible
to the entire Lewiston com-
munity, and if you or any-
one you know would like
access to library materials
but are unable to visit the
library, please reach out to
Lending Services Librarian
Regan Flieg at 207-513-
3004 ext. 3506 or rflieg@
lewistonmaine.gov.

Follow us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/twincitytimes

Auburn Republican Caucus
Saturday, January 31st
AMS Cafeteria (use the back entrance)
38 Falcon Drive
Registration starts at 1:00PM
Everyone must sign in before the meeting starts.
Called by Kryston Chapman

Unaffiliated voters may register the day of the meeting.
Change of party MUST be done 15 days prior to
any caucus or election.

For more information email:
gopauburnmaine@gmail.com

Professignal & R_eliable
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bold nonfiction storytelling

ROCKLAND, ME -
The Ellis-Beauregard Foun-
dation, in collaboration
with Points North Institute,
today announced the launch
of the Ellis-Beauregard
Foundation Documentary
Film Award, a new annual
initiative designed to sup-
port visionary nonfiction
filmmakers working at the
post-production stage.

Ellis-Beauregard
Foundation will provide
one $50,000 unrestricted
grant to a feature-length
documentary currently in
post-production,  support-
ing ambitious, artist-driv-
en work that challenges
convention and expands
the language of nonfiction
cinema. Applications will
be open March 1 through
March 31, 2026.

Rooted in the EI-
lis-Beauregard Founda-
tion’s commitment to bold
artistic practice, the Award
seeks to advance films with
a strong cinematic point of
view, a critical engagement
with their subject matter,
and an openness to experi-
mentation in form and pro-
cess. Projects from both
emerging and established
filmmakers are encouraged
to apply.

“This Award reflects
our belief in documentary
as both a living art form

We install

stainless steel

liners
215-3557

and a vital act of truth tell-
ing,” said Donna McNeil,
Executive Director of the
Ellis-Beauregard Founda-
tion. “In an era when truth
is contested and clarity is
urgently needed, we are
proud to support filmmak-
ers who are taking creative
risks and advancing their
work at a pivotal moment
in post-production—when
sustained attention and in-
vestment can have an out-
sized impact.”

In addition to financial
support, the Award includes
a creative retreat opportuni-
ty hosted by Points North
Institute in conjunction with
the 2026 Camden Interna-
tional Film Festival (CIFF).
The selected film’s director
and editor will be invited
to attend an intimate retreat
focused on craft, collabora-
tion, and creative develop-
ment. Transportation from a
location in the US and lodg-
ing will be provided.

During the retreat, the
filmmaking team will share
a work-in-progress cut in
a supportive, peer-driven
environment with leading
documentary editors, pro-
ducers, and creative advis-
ers.

The goal is to provide
rigorous feedback, space
for reflection, and mean-
ingful  dialogue around

North Monmouth .
Jasonhodsdonmasonry@gmail.com

Injured

on the job?

We should talk.

——— (207) 333-5103 ——

Help@BilodeauLaw.me
BILODEAULAW.ME

BILODEAU
LAW

the creative challenges of
post-production.

“Points North exists
to create time, space, and
community for filmmakers
to do their most ambitious
work,” said Elise McCave,
Executive  Director  of
Points North Institute. “This
Award is deeply aligned
with that mission. By pair-
ing substantial unrestricted
funding with a retreat root-
ed in trust and craft, and
timed to coincide with the
22nd Camden International
Film Festival, we hope to
support films at a moment
when focused attention can
help unlock their full cre-
ative potential.”

Projects anticipated to
be completed by Summer
2027 are preferred. Finished
films will be considered for
inclusion in the 2027 Cam-
den International Film Fes-
tival.

Finalists will be re-
viewed by a panel of invit-
ed industry leaders, with
selection based on artistic
excellence, originality, clar-
ity of vision, and creative
potential.

Applications open
March 1 and close March
31, 2026.

For full application
guidelines and details go to
ellis-beauregardfoundation.
org.

Best
Source

for Arts,
Music and
Theater!
Your

Hometown Paper.
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Documentary film award supports Off-Broadway hit STILL opens at

The Public Theatre

LEWISTON, ME -
What do you do when you
love someone, but hate some
things they believe?

Lost love is rekindled
in the funny, heartbreaking,
sexy and smart new play
STILL, playing Jan 30 — Feb
8, when a couple who broke
up in their 30s get another
chance at love in their 60s.

Secrets are exposed,
second chances are given,
and an avocado goes flying
in the Maine premiere of
this recent Off-Broadway
hit and Outer Critics Cir-
cle nominee for Best New
American Play. Compelling
and provocative, you’ll be
talking about this show all
the way home.

Part love story, part
fly on the wall conversation
so many of us are having,
STILL takes you on an en-
tertaining journey filled with
unexpected plot twists and
surprises.

Playwright Lia Romeo
will be joining the Sunday,
Feb 1 post-show discussion
with the director and actors
to answer audience ques-
tions and share her insights
about the play.

Stepping into the roles
of former lovers Mark and
Helen will be Equity actors
Joe Gately and Janet Mitc-
hko. Joe and Janet previ-
ously appeared together at
The Public Theatre in Good

Teral

People and are thrilled to be
reunited onstage. Joe has
appeared onstage in New
York and at various region-
al theatres from Colorado
to Vermont, as well as on
television in Blue Bloods
and Blacklist among others.
Janet has been at the artistic
helm of The Public Theatre
for the past 33 seasons act-
ing, directing and building
the theatre from its infancy.
Prior to life in Maine, Jan-
et was an actress, director,
voiceover talent and acting
teacher in New York City.
Some of her favorite roles at
The Public include Enchant-
ed April, Educating Rita,
Terra Nova and The Glass
Menagerie.

Directing STILL will
be Mark Routhier. Mark di-
rected and ran the new play
development at The NOLA
Project in New Orleans, Or-
lando Shakespeare Theatre,

Joe Gately & Janet Mitchko in “Still”

Magic Theatre in San Fran-
cisco, and was Lit Chair for
the National New Play Net-
work.

The set for STILL is
designed by Chad LeFebvre,
lighting by Michael Reidy
and costumes by Kevin
Hutchins.

STILL runs Jan 30 —
Feb 8 at The Public Theatre,
Lewiston/Auburn’s Pro-
fessional Theatre, located
at 31 Maple St. Lewiston
Thurs-Friday at 7:00pm, Sat
at 3pm, Sun at 2pm with a
Sat evening show on Feb
7 at 7:30pm. Tickets $35 -
$15. Tickets and information
at www.thepublictheatre.org
or 207- 782-3200.

Sponsored by Butler

Bros., DaVinci’s Eatery,
Twin City Times, Baxter
Brewing Co.

Season Underwriters:
Sun Journal, Platz Associ-
ates, Bennett Radio Group

Free artist events at Unity
Environmental University

NEW GLOUCES-
TER, ME - upcoming
Artist Series Events at
Free Artist Events Unity
Environmental  Univer-
sity, Freeport Hall, 70
Farm View Drive, New
Gloucester, ME:

2/26 - lan Trask “Art
from the Waste Stream”

Join us on the Pine-
land Farms campus for a

free lecture and reception
featuring Maine-based
sculptor and multimedia
artist lan Trask. Ian Trask
is a sculptor and multime-
dia artist who transforms
waste materials into ob-
jects and installations with
new purpose and integrity.
Some of the artist’s work
will be on display. There
will be a catered recep-

s

PROFESSIONAL

COMPUTER SERVICES INC.

allv@ Save $$

on your
business
phone!

Call today for
a demonstration!

207.784.6295

buck@pro-pc.us

N

Buck Buchanan
A+, MCP Certified Technician

tion.

Start time: 5:00 pm

4/9 - Matt Russ “Mo-
ments of Clarity”

Join us on the Pine-
land Farms campus for a
free lecture and reception
featuring ~ Maine-based
landscape  artist Matt
Russ. Russ paints from
life, working outdoors and
often backpacking into re-
mote locations. He favors
protected lands, such as
state and national parks.
Some of the artist’s work
will be on display. There
will be a catered recep-
tion.

Start time: 5:00 pm

5/28 - An Artist Talk
with Edwige Charlot

Join us on the Pine-
land Farms campus for a
free lecture and reception
featuring French-born
Haitian immigrant art-
ist and designer Edwige
Charlot. In their artistic
practice, Charlot borrows
from installation, collage,
and printmaking to create
works from a lexical visu-
al Creole language. Some
of the artist’s work will be
on display. There will be a
catered reception.

Start time: 5:00 pm
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Bangor Savings Bank grant
supports Trinity Jubilee Center

MAINE — The Bangor
Savings Bank Foundation
has awarded $212,000 in
grants to support 19 non-
profit organizations across
Northern New  England.
These grants reflect the
Foundation’s mission to
strengthen local communi-
ties by enabling nonprofit
organizations to deliver ed-
ucational and economic op-
portunities, critical services,
and create meaningful im-
pact across the region.

“These nonprofits are
tackling some of the most
pressing challenges facing
Northern New England —
from food security and heat-
ing assistance to workforce
development and access to
essential health services,”
said Bob Montgomery-Rice,
President and CEO of Ban-
gor Savings Bank. “By sup-
porting their efforts, we’re
advancing the Foundation’s
mission to build thriving and
vibrant communities.”

Among the recipients
are organizations leading
transformative work in their
communities, including the
Mark Stebbins Community
Center, which is set to open
in the fall of 2026 and pro-
vide collaborative services
for children and families on
the West Side of Manchester,
NH. With a $125,000 multi-
year grant ($25,000 over
5 years) from The Bangor
Savings Bank Foundation,
the Center will unite key
partners to address critical
needs, including economic
stability, education, food,
healthcare, social services,
and housing.

“This investment helps
us realize a dream of creat-
ing a hub where families can
access essential services un-
der one roof,” said Jeanine
Tousignant, Project Facili-
tator for the Mark Stebbins
Community Center. “It’s
about building stronger
communities and brighter
futures for generations to
come.”

In Bangor, ME, Pre-
ble Street received a $6,000
grant to provide basic needs
and intensive casework to
individuals  experiencing
homelessness and complex
needs at Hope House. As one
of only five privately operat-
ed adult low-barrier shelters
in Maine—and the only one

i Prpbfe Street

oiX #houzand dsllars o o

gallgbf FOUNDATION

w 12:17-2b

$.6,000 %

north of Waterville—Hope
House is also Preble Street’s
first 24/7, year-round pro-
gram outside Portland.
“Hope House provides
more than just a place to
sleep. Staff provide trau-
ma-informed care and harm
reduction, housing navi-
gation services, case man-
agement, healthy and nu-
tritious meals, and more,”
said Heather Davis, Private
Grants Director at Preble
Street. “This support helps
us provide more Mainers
with the stability and hope
they need to move out of
homelessness.”

Grants were  also
awarded to:

$15,000

Winslow Community
Cupboard

Winslow, Kennebec
County, ME

Winslow Commu-

nity Cupboard is a volun-
teer-powered  food bank
dedicated to reducing hun-
ger and food insecurity for
children and families in the
Winslow area. With sup-
port from this grant, the
Cupboard will install a new
cooler and freezer, doubling
its storage capacity, stream-
lining volunteer efforts, and
enabling the organization
to offer more fresh produce
through its on-site pantry
and mobile outreach initia-
tives, reaching even more
neighbors in need.

Additional Grant Re-
cipients Include:

Bigelow  Laboratory
for Ocean Sciences | $15,000
(87,500 over 2 years)

East Boothbay, Lin-
coln County, ME

CHIP, Inc. | $5,500

Newcastle,  Lincoln
County, ME

Christine B. Founda-
tion, Inc. | $15,000 ($7,500
over 2 years)

Bangor,  Statewide,
ME

Ready to take the next step
in recovery?
The Center for Recovery at St. Mary’s provides
accessible, responsive care tailored to your unique

journey. Whether it's your first time reaching out or
you're returning for support, we're here to help.

Call 207-376-3419 to get started.

$% ST MARY'S
Center for Recovery

A Member of Covenant Health

\V

CityHope of New
Hampshire | $12,500

Concord, Merrimack
County, NH

Eastern Area Agency
on Aging | $5,500

Brewer,
County, ME

Ellsworth Free Medi-
cal Clinic | $5,500

Ellsworth,
County, ME

FocusMaine | $50,000
(825,000 over 2 years)

Augusta, Statewide,
ME

Maine Develop-
ment Foundation | $50,000
(812,500 over 4 years)

Augusta,  Statewide,
ME

MaineHealth |
$100,000 (825,000 over 4
years)

Portland,
ME

Mid Coast Hunger
Prevention Program | $5,500

Brunswick, Sagadahoc
County, ME

New  Generation |
$10,000

Greenland, Rocking-
ham County, NH

Partners for Peace |
$5,500

Penobscot

Hancock

Statewide,

Bangor, Penobscot
County, ME
Penobscot  Commu-

nity Health Care (PCHC) |
$20,000
Belfast, Waldo Coun-

ty, ME

The Friendly Kitchen |
$5,500

Concord, Merrimack
County, NH

The Salvation Army |
$5,500

Bangor, Penobscot
County, ME

Trinity Jubilee Center
Inc. | $7,500

Lewiston, Androscog-
gin County, ME
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“Maine’s Dynamic Flora” lecture
with Stanton Bird Club

AUBURN, ME - On
February 2nd, the Stanton
Bird Club will be hosting
the third in its 2025-26
lecture series featuring
speaker, Eric Doucette on
“Maine’s Dynamic Flora:
rare historic species and
potential new arrivals”.

The topic of rare his-
toric flora caught the atten-
tion of many in Maine in
the 1970’s when the Fur-
bish’s lousewort, an endan-
gered species of wildflow-
er found only along the
upper banks of the Saint
John River was threatened
by the proposed Dick-
ey-Lincoln  hydroelectric
dam. It was one of the first
plant species to be protect-
ed under the Endangered
Species Act. We will be
learning about other histor-
ic species and species that
may be adapting to life in
Maine due to the changing
climate.

As the State botanist
for the Maine Natural Ar-
eas program, Dr. Doucette

Eric Doucette PhD

conducts field inventories
for rare plants, rare and
exemplary natural habitats
and manages Maine’s offi-
cial list of threatened and
endangered plants. He is
also the president of the
Josselyn Botanical Society.

The talk will be held
on Monday, February 2nd
from 4-6pm at the Auburn
Public Library. The public
is welcome. The lecture se-

ries is free of charge.

The Stanton Bird
Club, a leader in environ-
mental awareness, owns
and manages the Thorn-
crag Nature Sanctuary in
Lewiston as well as the
Woodbury Nature Sanctu-
ary in Monmouth and Li-
tchfield. More information
about other activities of the
Club can be found at www.
StantonBirdClub.org.

LPL hosts Saturday Storytime

LEWISTON, ME -
Join the Lewiston Public
Library for Saturday Sto-
rytime in the Children’s
Department on the second
Saturday of every month
starting February 14th at
11:00AM. Recommended
for children ages 2 — 6 years
old and their caregivers.
Siblings are always wel-
come.

Enjoy an interactive
storytime celebrating our
BookReach Volunteer Read-
ing Program. Join us for
some fun with books, songs,
and body movement while
building early literacy skills.

The BookReach Vol-
unteer Reading Program is
community collaboration of
volunteer readers who de-
liver Storytime to children
in licensed family childcare
homes and centers. Our mis-

Second Saturday Every Month
Starting February 14th

sat“‘;day Storytjme

QEOOhReaCH

VOLUNTEER READING PROGRA

PUBLIC
LIBRARY
Children’s Department

Recommended for ages 2 to 6
Siblings Welcome

2

sion is to raise a communi-
ty of readers by enriching
the lives of young children
through the pleasure of
reading. BookReach began
in the fall of 1997 with a
grant from L.L.Bean and is
now funded by the Lewis-
ton and Auburn Public Li-
braries. To learn how you
can volunteer visit: https://
Iplonline.org/events-pro-
grams/bookreach/

This program is free,
open to the public, and no
registration is required.

The Lewiston Public
Library is located down-
town at 200 Lisbon Street
at the corner of Pine Street.
More information on Story-
time programs is available
by contacting the Lewiston
Public Library at 513-3133
or LPLKids@lewiston-
maine.gov.

Send all items for Names &
Faces to the editor. Deadline
is Friday by five pm.
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Seniors Not Acting Their Age
An Early Christmas Traverse of Pleasant Mountain

Pleasant Moun-
tain is the tallest peak in
southwestern Maine and
probably the most pop-
ular mountain hike in
the region. Outstanding
views from Southwest
Ridge and Ledges Trails
coupled with an excep-
tionally scenic summit
are the likely reasons for
its popularity. Consisting
of a ten-mile trail system
managed by Loon Echo
Land Trust, four trail-
heads ultimately lead to
the highpoint where truly
phenomenal vistas of the
White Mountains in New
Hampshire can be seen
from west facing cliffs.

In the past, Christ-
mas Day club hikes on
Pleasant Mountain were
common but that tradition
ended a few years ago.
Committed on Christmas
Day, I announced a Pe-
nobscot Paddle & Chow-
der Society early-Christ-
mas climb of Pleasant
Mountain scheduled for
December 22nd. Long-
time outdoor companion,

Two hikers descend Ledges Trail on Pleasant Mountain

Brent Elwell, was able to
join me during the busy
holiday season.

Since multiple trails
lead to the summit, there
are several opportuni-
ties for a traverse. Brent
and I decided on a tra-
verse beginning at the

Ledges Trailhead and
ending at Bald Peak
Trailhead.

Skies were partly

sunny and gusty winds
predicted at higher ele-
vations when we arrived
at Bald Peak Trailhead
on Mountain Road in
Bridgton on a cold win-
ter morning. A recent
rainstorm had washed
away much of the snow
leaving bare ground or a
patchy ice and hardened
snow surface. We elect-
ed to leave snowshoes
behind and carry micro
spikes. Since strong
winds were forecast, we
packed for severe wind
chills.

We left my vehicle at
the trailhead parking area
and drove west on Moun-

Chimneys * Chimney Cleanings * Masonry Demo
Repointing & Repairs « Culture Stones
Restorations « Stainless Steel Liners

We install professional chimney caps!

215-3557
North Monmouth

> /\

Jasonhodsdonmasonry@gmail.com

Phenomenal views of Mount Washington can be seen from
the summit of Pleasant Mountain

tain Road for about two
miles to Ledges Trailhead
in Denmark. The large
parking area was covered
with ice convincing me
to start with micro spikes
which I wore throughout
the trek. Brent opted to
forego wearing them at

the outset. As it turned
out, there was no ideal
choice.

After passing a

kiosk on the right, we
hiked steadily up a rocky
path with patchy ice and
hard-packed snow in a
predominantly hardwood
forest. After crossing a
narrow open stream, the
gradient increased and
a succession of switch-
backs ensued.

While ascending the
right shoulder of a rocky
prominence immediately
beyond the switchbacks,
the trail was inundated
with hard ice. Working
right, we bushwhacked
around the treacherous
surface and emerged onto
extensive ledges that are

the source of the trails
name. Fortunately, the
ledges had less ice than
expected.

We hiked easily
up the ledges enjoying
views of Moose and
Beaver Ponds below and
the Southwest Summit
of Pleasant Mountain in
the west. At the head of
the ledges, we reentered
a forested landscape and

began to climb more
steeply.
We soon arrived

at the junction with the
Southwest Ridge Trail
on the left. Continuing
right, climbing a precipi-
tous ledge was next. We
maneuvered up the right
side, crossed to the left
at the top, and followed
a weaving, scenic path to
the summit.

Fortuitously, the
predicted strong winds
were nonexistent. We

paused for a snack while
embracing fabulous pan-
oramic vistas of Mount
Washington and  the

A hiker approaches the summit of Bald Peak during a Pleas-

ant Mountain traverse

Presidential Range in the
west.

The Bald Peak Trail
begins immediately east
of a closed fire tower.
Shortly after entering the
trail, we were confronted
with an extensive section
of ice that continued to
the Fire Tower Trail junc-
tion on the left. By bush-
whacking on the right,
we were able to avoid the
worst of it.

Below the junction,
the ice diminished and
transitioned to crunchy
snow as the path gradu-
ally declined in a sparse,
mixed hardwood and co-
nifer forest. Rolling ter-
rain followed for about a
mile to the foot of Bald
Peak where we encoun-
tered a ridge of rising
ledges partially covered
with ice and snow.

We carefully nego-
tiated to the top where
there are limited views.
Bald Peak is no longer
bald as a stand of stunted
conifers now populate the

Send all items for
Names & Faces to the editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five pm.

Courtney

Accepting New Clients

Michael

214 Minot Avenue ~ Auburn ~ 689-3035
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— %
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Jay's

Lawn & Garden

207-713-6090
Delivery Available

Also offering
residential & commercial
lawn mowing services

summit area.

The steep descent of
Bald Peak, and the trail
below, required constant
careful maneuvering to
avoid a fall. The difficul-
ty of the narrow, twisting
path, already cluttered
with boulders and tree
roots, was increased by
sporadic ice and hard-
packed snow that persist-
ed to the trailhead.

On arrival, we cel-
ebrated a successful tra-
verse despite the various
obstacles. Perhaps this
will be the beginning of
a new pre-Christmas hik-
ing tradition.

My book, Maine Al
Fresco: The Fifty Fin-
est Outdoor Adventures
in Maine narrates many
more exciting Maine
mountain exploits, in-
cluding a winter traverse
of the Traveler Range in
Baxter State Park.

The author of “The
Great Mars Hill Bank

Robbery” and “Moun-
tains for Mortals — New
England,” Ron Chase

resides in Topsham. His
latest book, “Maine Al
Fresco: The Fifty Fin-
est Outdoor Adventures
in Maine” is available at
North Country Press and
through online retailers.
Visit his website at www.
ronchaseoutdoors.com
or he can be reached at
ronchaseoutdoors@com-
cast.net

1294 Sabattus Street

Lewiston

Loading Hours:
M-Th by appointment
Fri-8amto 5 pm
Sat-8 amto 2 pm
Sun - 8 am to Noon
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LONGFELLOW DAYS 2026:
Finding Your Voice

BRUNSWICK, ME
— Brunswick’s month-
long celebration of poet-
ry, Longfellow Days, be-
gins on February 1st with
the first of four Sunday
Readings by local, pub-
lished poets in a new ven-
ue: Lancaster Lounge in
Moulton Union on Bow-
doin’s campus.

In this, the 22nd year
of honoring the legacy of
Henry Wadsworth Long-
fellow, Longfellow Days
continues to offer poets,
presentations, music,
workshops, tours, and an
interfaith service.

This year’s theme,
“Finding Your Voice” of-
fers an ideal opportuni-
ty to explore the distinct
acts of creating, writing,
performing and enjoying
poetry. Throughout Feb-
ruary, there are chances
to hear over 50 poets and
community members read
original work and poems
they enjoy.

As ever, the month
will conclude with a fes-
tive open mic celebration
on Longfellow’s birthday,
Friday, February 27th.
“Over the years we’ve
had many emerging poets
step to our Open Mic,”
said Longfellow Days’
co-chair, Maryli Tiemann,
“including local farmers,
students, folks who had
never shared their work
before.  Audiences are
welcoming and inspired.
We all enjoy spotlighting
poetry from throughout
our community.”

Here are ways to
join in honoring the 2026
living legacy of Longfel-
low, Maine’s world re-
nowned poet:

Sun, Feb 01, 1 pm,
Sunday Readings Part
One (Lancaster Lounge,
Moulton Union, Bowdo-
in)

Wed, Feb 04, 1 pm,
Winter Wisdom: A Poet’s
Dilemma (UU Church)

Sun, Feb 08, 1 pm,
Sunday Readings, Part
Two (Lancaster Lounge,

POETRY
fi=a's

Bowdoin’s a cappella group, the Longfellows, posing in front
of the Bible Longfellow signed and donated to his church in
1878.

Portrait of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, 1862, Painted by
George Peter Alexander Healy, (1813-1894), Bowdoin Col-

lege Museum of Art

Moulton Union)

Thu, Feb 12, 2 pm,
Interpreting a Poem (Pe-
jepscot History Center,
159 Park Row)

Sat, Feb 14, 11 am
& 1 pm, Chamberlain
House Tours (226 Maine
Street)

Sun, Feb 15, 10 am,
Interfaith Service (UU
Church)

Sun, Feb 15, Sun-
day Readings, Part Three
(Lancaster Lounge, Moul-
ton Union)

Fri, Feb 20, Christ-
mas Bells Lecture (Mer-
rymeeting Room, Thorn-
ton Oaks)

Sun, Feb 22, Sun-
day Readings, Part Four
(Lancaster Lounge, Moul-
ton Union)

Fri, Feb 27, Open

AMERICAN
BUILDERS ==
==

Custom Building & Remodeling

(207) 500-8100 ~ www.AmericanBuildersMaine.com

No money down.
FREE estimates.
Schedule your new
garage install today!

Mic & Longfellow Birth-
day Celebration (UU
Church)

For the sched-
ule of Longfellow Days
with complete details of
all events, go to https://
www.uubrunswick.
org/programs/longfel-
low-days-2026/

Longfellow Days’

Funders and Collabo-
rators include: Bowdo-
in College, Brunswick

Downtown Association,
Midcoast Senior College,
Nathaniel Davis Fund,
Pejepscot History Center,
The Senter Fund, Thorn-
ton Oaks, and the Unitar-
ian Universalist Church
of Brunswick. Thanks to
sponsors, all events are
free and open to the pub-
lic.

=
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Food for Thought
Do you have a cancer-causing

By Ann Morrell, RN,
Health Writer

New England homes
are known for cellars,
basements, and crawl
spaces. We love the extra
storage space for a family
room, bar or pool table,
and the old farms even
have root cellars. But there
is a danger lurking in the
soil around your home.
Radon: a radioactive,
odorless, colorless gas is
seeping into some homes
and is a known cause of
lung cancer. Radon is qui-
et, neat and never leaves
a light on, but you don’t
want this toxic gas in your
home.

Radon is the lead-
ing cause of lung cancer
in non-smokers and 2nd
leading cause in smokers.
Read that again. Preven-
tion is the best treatment
for cancer. If you can low-
er your risk it is worth the
time to get tested. Testing
is cheap and Maine has
several options for reduc-
ing your home’s exposure.
While exposure is likely
and small amounts may be
safe, if you are a smoker
and your home has high
radon levels, your risk for
lung cancer is extremely
high.

Radon occurs from
Uranium that naturally de-
cays underground. Urani-
um is a common element
in the earth’s core and New
England is known to have
elevated radon levels from

roommate?

this element. Because it
is impossible to detect by
smell or sight, and there
are no symptoms to show
exposure to radon, testing
your home’s air and water
is the only way to know.
There are also simple
urine tests to check your
body’s heavy metal load
of Mercury, Lead and Ura-
nium if you do find higher
levels in your home.
Reducing exposure,
known as mitigation, in-
volves sealing cracks,
improving ventilation or
treating water/air where
they enter the home. Some
homes will test positive
for air, water or both. It is
important to contact a wa-
ter system installer to dis-
cuss the most cost effec-
tive options or the NRSB
National Radon Safety
Board or the Maine State
Radon Office.
For more informa-
tion about testing visit the
Maine Indoor Air Quality

Council https://mainein-
doorair.org/radon/
FOOD FOR

THOUGHT is a monthly
initiative of The Cancer
Resource Center of West-
ern Maine to share infor-
mation with the public
about the importance of
prevention. Each month
we will focus on local re-
sources, education about
cancer causing agents and
where to find more infor-
mation.
About the Author

STAPLES
COWORKING

A NEW SPACE
TO BREAKOLD RULES

Ann  Morrell is a
practicing Registered
Nurse and Health Con-
tent Writer. Her varied
12+ years of nursing ex-
perience ensure that her
content provides technical
information with practical
insights.

The Cancer Resource
Center of Western Maine
is a 501(c)3 non-profit or-
ganization located at 59
Winter St, Norway. They
offer a variety of wellness
programs and activities,
travel and food assistance,
and a variety of comfort
items, free to anyone af-
fected by cancer. Check
out their website, www.
crcofwm.org or for more
information, find them on
Facebook, or call 890-
0329.
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for Arts,
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Hometown Paper.

COME TRY OUR NEW COWORKING
AND MEETING SPACE IN AUBURN

FOR FREE!

MENTION THIS AD AND GET 1
FREEWEEK OF OPEN SEAT

COWORKING AND 1HOUR OF

MEETING ROOM USE.

OFFER VALID ONLY AT OUR
€9 UNION ST. AUEURN, MELOCATION
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Yard Sauce at Side Door
Coffeehouse in February

BRUNSWICK, ME
— The Side Door Coffee-
house is a venue for local
musicians and others (pro-
fessional and amateur) to
share their talents, and for
residents and visitors of the
Midcoast community to
enjoy great entertainment
and conversation in a re-
laxed setting. Organized by
a group of volunteers from
the Unitarian Universalist
Church of Brunswick, the
Side Door Coffechouse
operates on the second Fri-
day of every month except
August.

Admission is $12 for
adults and free for children
17 and under.

The Friday, February
13th installment will fea-
ture:

Open Mic signup at
6:45 pm

Open Mic at 7:00

Yard Sauce— 8:30-
9:30 pm.

YARD SAUCE is
a Maine-based, acoustic
string trio featuring Chris

Moore (mandolins and vo-
cals), Jeff Christmas (gui-
tar and vocals) and Callie
Brennan (fiddle and vo-
cals). Their dynamic live
performances draw from
the group’s eclectic musi-
cal tastes, diverse regional
traditional music influenc-
es, and a deep catalog of
original songs. Old-time,
bluegrass, country and folk

traditions (including tradi-
tional Shaker music) are
all part of the mix in every
live set. The trio trades off
on lead vocal and harmony
duties, delivering arrange-
ments of traditional and
original tunes with their
distinctive, down-to-earth
authenticity combined
with virtuosic instrumental
skills.

Funny, hea
“BEST NEW

Included Pre-Show WINE tasting Thu, Feb 5!

What happens when you love someone,
but hate what they believe?
\

aking, sexy, anc

ICAN PLAY?”’ - outer critics Circle

BEER tasting Sat Eve, Feb 7!

ThePublicTheatre.org | 782-3200

SPONSORS: Butler Bros., DaVinci's Eatery, Twin City Times, Baxter Brewing
UNDERWRITERS: Platz Associates, Sun Journal, WOXO & WIGY
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31 Maple Street, Lewiston

Augusta Symphony Orchestra
Spring Concert

AUGUSTA, ME -
Had enough of winter?
Join the Augusta Sympho-
ny Orchestra for a Spring
concert on Sunday, March
8, at 3:00 pm at Cony High
School’s Viles Auditori-
um.

The program opens
with Jean Sibelius’s Fin-
landia, Op. 26, followed
by Maurice Ravel’s en-
chanting Mother Goose
Suite. After a brief inter-
mission, the orchestra con-
cludes the afternoon with
Johannes Brahms’s Sere-
nade No. 1 in D Major.

This concert will be
led by Guest Conductor
Michael Lund Ziegler,
Executive Director of the

Portland Conservatory of
Music. An active conduc-
tor, classical saxophonist,
and chamber musician,
he also serves as Music
Director of the Kennebec
Valley Youth Symphony.
Founded in 1920,
the Augusta Symphony
Orchestra, led by Con-
ductor and Music Director
Jinwook Park, is a com-
munity-based  ensemble
dedicated to enriching
the cultural life of cen-
tral Maine through live
symphonic performances.
The ASO brings togeth-
er musicians of all ages
and backgrounds and of-
fers audiences access to
high-quality classical pro-

gramming. With a long
history and a strong com-
mitment to accessibility,
the orchestra remains a
vital part of the region’s
artistic landscape.

Admission is free,
and donations are grateful-
ly accepted in support of
the ASO’s mission to pro-
vide accessible classical
music to the central Maine
community.

For additional infor-
mation, please visit www.
augustasymphonymaine.
org.

The Augusta Sym-
phony Orchestra is sup-
ported in part by a grant
from the Onion Founda-
tion.

AUGUSTA
SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA

SPRING CONCERT

FINLANDIA
SIBELIUS

MOTHER GOOSE SUITE

RAVEL

SERENADE NO. 1IN D MAJOR

BRAHMS

SUNDAY MARCH 8
3:00 PM

CONY HIGH SCHOOL
60 PIERCE DR
AUGUSTA

GUEST CONDUCTOR

MICHAEL LUND ZIEGLER

FREE ADMISSION!

ASO CONDUCTOR &
MUSIC DIRECTOR
JINWOOK PARK

WWW. AUGUSTASYMPHONYMAINE.ORG
AUGUSTASYMPHONYORCHESTRA@GMAIL.COM

ASO is supported in part by a grant from The Onion Foundation

Follow us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/twincitytimes
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Tips to help Maine residents
maximize health benefits

By Dr. Ana Stankov-
ic, chief medical officer at
UnitedHealthcare of New
England

A new year can bring
a fresh opportunity to
check in on your health.
It’s also a great time to re-
view your health benefits
and make sure you know
how to get the most out of
your health plan.

Whether you’re aim-
ing to improve your well-
ness, save more money,
or simply make more in-
formed health care choices,
understanding what your
health plan offers can help
you get the most out of ev-
ery dollar.

Chronic illnesses and
mental health concerns as
well as health care costs
are serious challenges for
people in Maine. Accord-
ing to the latest report from
America’s Health Rank-
ings, 10.4% of Maine res-
idents live with diabetes,
33.2% live with obesity,
and 9.2% reported avoid-
ing care in the previous
year due to costs.

Many health plans of-
fer programs that can help
you save more money and
live a healthier life. Here
are practical tips to help
you start the year feeling
confident, healthy and pre-
pared.

Understand your
health plan. Understand-
ing how your plan is struc-
tured, and your premium,
copays, deductible, coin-
surance and out-of-pocket
maximum, may help you
better estimate what you
could spend on care costs
for the year. Some health

plans now offer upfront
pricing so you can com-
pare options and an easy-
to-use digital shopping ex-
perience.

Talk to your employ-
er about your health plan
and the benefits and pro-
grams that are available to
you.

Make the most of
digital health innovations.
Many health plans offer
new digital tools designed
to make it easier to find and
personalize care and ser-
vices. These tools can help
people with things like
searching for in-network
providers and comparing
treatment options, and they
can help you make more
informed decisions about
where to get care.

Use specialty bene-
fits. Staying on top of rou-
tine dental and vision care
can be a key part of overall
health. Regular preven-
tive dental care can help
keep your teeth and gums
healthy and reduce risk of
conditions like cardiovas-
cular disease and diabetes.
Comprehensive eye exams
do more than check your
vision — they can help
you see better and protect
your overall health. These
exams can detect more
than 270 health conditions.
These preventive services
may be included in your
dental or vision health
plan.

Consider where you
get care. Where you go
for health care matters and
can impact cost. Knowing
when to go to the emer-
gency room and when
other care options may be

effective choices can help
you save money while get-
ting the care you need. For
example, a virtual visit or
seeing your primary care
physician may be much
less expensive than visit-
ing the ER for everyday
non-emergency concerns
like pinkeye or common
cold. It’s also important
to consider care options
in your health plan’s net-
work, which may help you
save on costs compared to
choosing  out-of-network
options. If you’re not sure
where to go, many health
plans offer tools to help
you compare costs and find
options that may meet your
needs.

Take advantage of
mental health benefits. Un-
fortunately, mental health
concerns continue to rise.
If feelings of stress, anxi-
ety or depression persist,
please don’t wait — get
support right away. The
beginning of the new year
is the perfect time to check
in with your primary care
provider or therapist to dis-
cuss your overall well-be-
ing. Additionally, reach
out to your insurance pro-
vider to explore the mental
health resources available
through your health plan.

From preventive
care and virtual visits to
wellness programs and
cost-saving tools, your
benefits are designed to
help support you — if you
know how to use them. If
you have questions about
your options, talk with
your employer or call the
number on the back of your
insurance card.

Resources for laid off workers

MAINE - Winter
often brings an increase
in seasonal layoffs, with
January traditionally being
one of the busiest periods
for unemployment insur-
ance claims. Therefore, the
Maine Department of La-
bor is providing the follow-
ing information for people
applying for unemploy-
ment insurance benefits.

If laid off, or fur-
loughed, the Department
encourages affected work-
ers to do the following:

Immediately apply for
unemployment insurance
benefits, which provide
partial wage replacement
while a person transitions
to their next employment
opportunity: www.maine.
gov/unemployment/

Claims can be filed:

Online 24/7 — this is
the fastest way to file;

By phone at 1-800-
593-7660 Monday-Friday
between 8 am.-3 p.m.
(Phone wait times tend to
be longest at the beginning
of the week, and lowest

in Maine

MAINE

DEPARTMEN'T OF

LABOR

on Thursdays and Fridays.
Once you are in the phone
queue, do not hang up.);

In person at the Au-
gusta, Bangor, Portland,
Lewiston, and Presque Isle
CareerCenters on Thurs-
days between 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Over the past year, the
Department has expanded
its unemployment insur-
ance assistance by offering
in-person clinics and pub-
lishing a series of short vid-
eos. Video topics include
eligibility requirements
and how someone can reset
their account password.

If a person still has
questions, they can call
1-800-593-7660, or leave
an online message under
“contact us”: https://assist.
reemployme.maine.gov/cp/
landing

Attend the next vir-
tual Rapid Response ses-
sion, which is held every
Wednesday at 10 a.m. and
is open to anyone. Sessions
cover unemployment in-
surance, CareerCenter ser-
vices, the Maine JobLink,
health insurance options,
training assistance, etc.

If owed wages, con-
tact the Bureau of Labor
Standards by filling out a
complaint form on-line, or
calling 207-623-7900.
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Treasurer Perry reduces interest
rate on delinquent property taxes

AUGUSTA, ME
— Treasurer Joe Perry an-
nounced that the interest
rate charged on delinquent
property taxes will be re-
duced from 7.5% to 7.0%.
For taxable year 2026, the
maximum interest rate that
a municipality may charge
for delinquent property
taxes is 7.0%. Municipal-
ities may vote to determine
the rate of interest that shall
apply to taxes that become

Get ready

LEWISTON, ME
— Treat your child to a fes-
tive evening of dressing up
and dancing at The Public
Theatre’s 28th Annual Val-
entine Ball! Children 4-12
years old are sure to trea-
sure this special time with
their loved one spending
quality time together cut-
ting a rug to the music of
a live DJ. Light snacks,
keepsake photography and
a whole lot of fun is to be
had at this very popular an-
nual event. The Valentine
Ball is an inclusive event
that is enjoyed by the many
diverse families in our
community!

The 2026 Valentine
Ball will be held on Feb-
ruary 14, 2026 from 6:30
pm — 8:30 pm at the Kora
Shrine Temple in Lewis-
ton.

Not only is the Valen-
tine Ball a fun community
event, all proceeds benefit
The Public Theatre’s Edu-
cation Programming. Each
year these important pro-
grams provide children and
families with the opportu-
nity to experience live pro-

delinquent during a taxable
year until those taxes are
paid in full.

Statutory back-
ground: The maximum
rate of interest that can be
charged is governed by
Title 36 M.R.S. Section
505(4):

“The maximum rate
of interest must be estab-
lished by the Treasurer of
State and may not exceed
the prime rate as published

for The Valentine Ball!

in the Wall Street Journal
on the first business day of
the calendar year, round-
ed up to the next whole
percent plus 3 percentage
points. The Treasurer of
State shall post that rate of
interest on the Treasurer
of State’s publicly acces-
sible website on or before
January 20th of each year.
The interest must be added
to and become part of the
taxes.”

Medo Sejdic dances with his daughter, Alana at The Public
Theatre’s 2024 Valentine Ball. — Andree Kehn/Sun Journal

fessional theatre and serve
as an educational resource
for Maine schools, enrich-
ing the lives and education
of young people and en-
couraging our next gener-
ation’s participation in the
cultural life of their com-
munity.

Tickets start at $45
for one adult with one
child. Advance purchase
required. No tickets will be
sold at the door.

Space is limited. Vis-
it ThePublicTheatre.org or
call 207-782-3200 to get
your tickets today!

2 8th

Make a memory with your child that
you'll cherish for a lifetime.

Children ages 4-12 are sure to treasure an
evening of dressing up and dancing with their
loved ones. All parents/guardians are welcome.

Space is limited. Get your tickets today!

Advance purchase required.

ThePublicTheatre.org | 782-3200

The Ball will be held at the Kora Shrine Temple, Lewiston

Annual
Valentine

Ball “Feb 14

6:30 - 8:30 pm

pdBL\d
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Brunswick’s first annual 207 Day

BRUNSWICK,
ME — Celebrate Maine at
Brunswick’s first annu-
al 207 Day on February
7th! This new mid-winter
celebration, produced by
the Brunswick Downtown
Association (BDA) in
collaboration with com-
munity partners, brings
together local creativity,
outdoor fun, and Maine-
grown spirit. The main
event takes place on the
Brunswick Town Mall and
Brunswick Hotel Lawn
from 9:00 AM to 1:00
PM, with a variety of local
businesses offering deals
and specials all day long.
207 Day Schedule:
9:00 - 10:00 AM
Town Mall Trot Fun Run
— Brunswick Town Mall
Run, walk, or jog
three laps (2.07 miles)
around the Brunswick
Town Mall to celebrate
our great state! Maine-
themed costumes encour-

aged!

9:00 - 11:00 AM
Family Skate — Bruns-
wick Town Mall

Bring the family to
the Town Mall Ice Rink
for a family skate! Music
provided by the BDA.

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Whoopie Pie Bakeoff —
Brunswick Hotel Lawn
(Warming Tent)

Get out of the cold in
the warming tent, where
you will be able to sam-
ple whoopie pies made
from local bakeries and
restaurants. Cast a vote to
bring bragging rights and
glory to one local business
that will be named “Best
Whoopie Pie” in Bruns-
wick! Local participants

Made Possible By

® GENERAL DYNAMICS RENEWAL
¢ Bath Wi Baih lon Works iy ANDERSEN
Savings BRUNSWICK  giwcareers.com e —

A Celebration of All Things Maine!
Saturday, February 7" | 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM | Brunswick Town Mall

a

E‘
2= Brunswick

DOWNTOWN ASSOCIATION

include Wild Oats Bak-
ery, Noble Kitchen & Bar,
Baked on Maine, Porteur
Breads, Walter’s Cafe,
Holy Donut, and more!

12:00 - 1:00 PM Ice
Sculpture Demonstration
— Brunswick Town Mall

Watch a sculptor
turn winter itself into art!
Onlookers will be able to
ask questions as our art-
ist brings the ice to life.
Demonstration provided
by SubZero Ice Carvings.

10:00 AM - 1:00
PM S’mores Stations —
Brunswick Town Mall

Huddle around the
fire and make a s’more
with friends!

11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Lobster Slapshot Show-
down — Brunswick Town
Mall

Pot plastic lobsters
from various distances to

score points for a chance
to win prizes!

For more informa-
tion on 207 Day, visit
brunswickdowntown.org/
event/207-day

Brunswick  Down-
town Association Mission
Statement: “To promote
Downtown Brunswick as
a vibrant and attractive
place to live, work, play,
and do business.”

The BDAisa501(¢c)3
non-profit organization.

Send all
items for
What's Going On
to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.

-

Water that just works.

GOODWIN

WELL & WATER INC.

Maine's leader in water well drilling,
pump installation, and geothermal
installation.

BRUNSWICK, ME
— Jud Caswell and Lisa

Redfern, award-winning
singer-songwriters and
favorites of the local folk
scene, will share the stage
at the Unitarian Universal-
ist Church of Brunswick
on February 7th at 7:30
as a part of the Concerts
for a Cause series to raise
money for local charities:
Oasis Free Clincs and Im-
migrant Legal Advocacy
Project.

Jud Caswell has been
performing in his native
state of Maine and beyond
for more than 25 years. He
is a master multi-instru-
mentalist, playing guitar,
banjo, cittern, whistles and
Irish drums. His interpre-
tations of songs from mod-
ern acoustic to traditional
folk and Irish are done
with excellent musician-
ship, and his words and
warm, tender voice portray
his landscapes like Wyeth,
with a reverence for hum-
ble beauty.

Jud’s originals have
won many prestigious
songwriting contests in

Thursday, January 29,2026

UUCB Concerts for a Cause

present local folk singers

4

the country, including the
legendary Kerrville New
Folk  competition. His
songs have been taught
at Berklee, recorded by
Judy Collins, and named
“#4 Song of the Decade”
by New York’s WFUV.
The single, “The Great
Divide,” from the album
was the #2 song of Octo-
ber, 2021 on Folk Alliance
International’s Charts. His
record “Live at the Seagull
Shop” was the number 1
album on the Folk Alliance
International radio charts
in March of 2020.

“Jud Caswell is
much more than a great
singer and guitar player.
Jud’s songs take you into
the storyteller’s world with
clear images and charac-
ters that come to life for
the listener.”

- David Wilcox

With 12 solo record-
ings to her credit, including
originals, folk songs, jazz
standards, hymns, lullabies
and Christmas songs, Lisa
Redfern has been perform-
ing for over 35 years and
has opened for some of

her favorites: The Roches,
David Mallett, Livingston
Taylor, and Cindy Kallet.
She also played several
duets with Pete Seeger.
A few years ago Lisa was
commissioned to write a
ballad for Penobscot Indi-
an elder and WW2 hero,
Charles Norman Shay,
and was honored to sing
it for him at a ceremony
on DDAY in Normandy,
France. Lisa was reward-
ed with Best Song by the
West Coast Songwriters
Association, two Parents’
Choice awards, and was a
finalist in the Great Amer-
ican Song Contest and the
USA Songwriting Compe-
tition.

“Wow, I haven’t
heard a voice like yours
in 30 years-you sound
like the original women of
folk”

- Livingston Taylor

Tickets: $25 in ad-
vance, $30 at the door, $10
Students/Children. Avail-
able at the church office,
Gulf of Maine Books, or
online at https://ticket-
stripe.com/judNlisa

We want to hear from you!

Please submit your letter to the editor by
S5pm on Friday for next weeks edition.

Email: editor@twincitytimes.com

Local people.

Local decisions.

Local support you

can count on.

DIRIGO

A

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY

ater.com 1.800.281.5435

207.224.7861
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Special section: National Human Trafficking Awareness Month

What January means for trafficking survivors

By Lindsey Drap-
er, Regional Coordinator,
Anti-Trafficking Services,
January 16, 2026

January, for many, is
a time for post-holiday re-
covery. We’ve spent time
with our families, eaten
good food, and celebrat-
ed the passing of another
year. January marks a peri-
od of new beginnings and
new opportunities. But for
foreign national survivors
of human trafficking in
the United States, January
may look a bit different.
December might not have
brought them time with
their families, who may
be separated by country
borders or too afraid to
travel due to heightened
immigration enforcement.
December might not have
meant good food, or much
food at all, as Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) eligi-
bility for trafficking sur-
vivors was cut due to the
passing of H.R. 1, the One
Big Beautiful Bill Act.
January, for foreign na-
tional survivors of human
trafficking, is often anoth-
er month of uncertainty
and fear.

As a Regional Coor-
dinator in the Anti-Human

Trafficking department at
the U.S. Committee for
Refugees and Immigrants
(USCRI), January, to me,
means renewed efforts to
meet the needs of survi-
vors — a commitment to
providing services, de-
spite the ever-decreasing
availability of resources.
Walking into work on any
given day necessitates,
above all, flexibility. De-
spite my best efforts to
schedule my day, working
in anti-trafficking means
scrapping plans and han-
dling emergencies as they
come. One minute, | may
be working on finding
low-cost medical services
for an uninsured survivor
in South Dakota, and the
next, I may be looped in
on a potential active traf-
ficking case in Colorado.
A typical day could in-
clude handling incoming
referrals, coordinating
with various stakeholders
to address active traffick-
ing situations, providing
guidance to case manag-
ers looking to enroll sur-
vivors in public benefits,
identifying resources to
tackle complex needs,
and advocating for survi-
vors throughout. Juggling
these responsibilities and

more while prioritizing
tasks is the only constant
in my job.

On a typical January
day, as I sit and listen to
a case manager working
with minors experiencing
labor trafficking, I hear
her worries about securing
food resources at a time
when food insecurity is
rising and declining fund-
ing for nutrition programs.
She describes her appre-
hensions about connecting
children to mental health
services while they wait
months to be approved for
insurance. [ hear about the
fears these minors have
about pursuing legal sta-
tus when federal immigra-
tion authorities have been
reported to linger outside
of courthouses, waiting to

-V 4
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Emerson Chevrolet supports
Human Trafficking Awareness

EMERSON

946 Center Street

apprehend those leaving
immigration court hear-
ings. Most of all, though,
I hear someone who cares.
Someone who, like me,
may be having a typical
January coming off the
high of the holidays, but
who knows that this isn’t
the reality for so many
others. Someone who
knows that January, for
survivors of trafficking, is
yet another month in the
long path forward toward
the ultimate goal of safety
and stability.

You, like many, may
be having a January of
new resolutions. In light
of January being National
Human Trafficking Pre-
vention Month, I ask that
you keep the experiences
of trafficking survivors

Cp ,

in your mind. Perhaps, in
this new year, you resolve
to give your time to those
in need by volunteering at
local food banks. Perhaps
you resolve to donate
extra funds to one of the
many organizations strug-
gling to provide services
after government funding
cuts. Even if you find you
may not have spare time
or extra funds, there’s one
resolution you can make:
a pledge of advocacy.
Proclaim your support for
survivors of trafficking,
for the continued avail-

ffr'lﬂ.s. COMMITTEE
by FOR REFUGEES AND IMMIGRANTS

ability of vital services,
and assert that January
should be a time of cele-
bration and hope for the
future for everyone.

Lindsey works in
Denver, Colorado as Re-
gional Coordinator, where
she oversees ten states in
the Mountain and Mid-
west regions for USCRIs
TVAP and Aspire pro-
grams. Shes been with
USCRI since 2023 and
has been working to sup-
port refugee and immi-
grant populations since
2021.

<8R4,
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Rates
as
low
as

el' l'een egcu.org/auto

Credit Union

Auto Loans

399

e

%

APR’

Scan to apply or
call 207-221-5000

* Trustpilot

Rated 4.8 Stars
as of 12/01/25

Auburn ¢ (207) 784-3503
www.EmersonChevy.com

'Annual Percentage Rate as of 11/7/2025. Rates subject to change without notice. Not all applicants will qualify for the lowest rate or be
approved. Membership eligibility requirements apply. Account holder must live, work, worship, or attend school in Androscoggin, Cumberland,
Lincoln, Oxford, Sagadahoc, or York counties, or have an immediate relative who meets our field of membership requirements. Advertised rate is
based on risk based & relationship pricing discounts. For more information, visit egcu.org/auto.

Evergreen Credit Union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.
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By Rosalyn Roden,
Hope for Justice, January
16,2026

Hope for Justice is
backing a U.S. bill which
would fortify efforts to
identify child victims of
online sexual exploitation.

Child online sexual
exploitation is where tech-
nology is used to coerce,
manipulate or deceive chil-
dren under 18 into sexual
activity.

It is critical that we
protect and safeguard chil-
dren from this horrific form
of exploitation, and so we
are proud to endorse the
bipartisan Renewed Hope
Act. The legislation would
strengthen federal govern-
ment’s work to identify
the boys and girls who are
depicted in child sexual
abuse material (CSAM).

Sarah  Butler, our
United States Program Di-
rector, said: “The Renewed
Hope Act is a critical step
toward protecting our most
vulnerable children. By
strengthening resources for
investigators, advancing
technology, and improving
coordination among agen-
cies, this bipartisan legisla-
tion ensures that predators
are held accountable and
that every child has a bet-
ter chance of being found,
protected, and restored to
safety. We are proud to
support this legislation.”

The bill unanimously
passed the House Judiciary
Committee this week and
will now proceed to the
full House for consider-
ation. It was reintroduced
by Representative Laurel
Lee and is being co-led
by Representative Debbie
Wasserman Schultz.

Why do we need to

improve identification ef-
forts?

Since 2024, the num-
ber of children depicted in
sexual abuse material has
risen from 57,000 to more
than 89,000, according to
U.S. Congresswoman Lau-
rel Lee’s office.

A recent study shows
a 1,325% rise in harmful
Al-generated online abuse
material, such as deepfakes
placing real children’s fac-
es onto sexual images, in
just one year. Specifically,
there were 67,000 such
reports logged by the Na-
tional Center for Missing
and Exploited Children
(NCMEC) in 2024, com-
pared to about 4,700 the
year before.

In 2024, NCMEC re-
ceived more than 546,000

reports of online en-
ticement, a 192% in-
crease compared to
2023. Online  enticement

is when an adult initiates
contact with a child for
sexual purposes, which in-
cludes sextortion.

Most reports made
to the CyberTipline in
2024 (including reports of
images, videos and other
files), related to suspected
child sexual abuse mate-
rial (CSAM). There were
reports of 62.9 million
images, videos and other
files related to child sexual
exploitation.

What would the Re-
newed Hope Act achieve?

If it becomes law as
we hope, the legislation
will:

Increase the size ofthe
teams responding to online
child sexual exploitation
within law enforcement. It
would improve the hiring,
training and retention of

specialized victim identi-
fication personnel within
Homeland Security Inves-
tigations (HSI). It calls for
them to hire, train and as-
sign no fewer than 40 fo-
rensics analysts, 30 child
exploitation investigators
and 130 additional foren-
sics analysts and child ex-
ploitation investigators to
support identification and
rescue of victims of child
sexual exploitation and
abuse.

We believe that the
involvement of these
trained specialists would
greatly enhance efforts to
identify, locate and rescue
children who are trapped
in situations of ongoing
exploitation.

Here is the January
14, 2026 press release
from Congresswoman
Laurel Lee, who is leading
the legislation:

Congresswoman
Lee’s Bipartisan Renewed
Hope Act Passes House Ju-
diciary Committee

Yesterday, the House
Judiciary Committee unan-
imously passed the biparti-
san Renewed Hope Act,
legislation led by Con-
gresswoman Laurel Lee
(R-FL) to strengthen fed-
eral efforts to identify child
victims of online sexual
exploitation. The bill, co-
led by Rep. Debbie Was-
serman Schultz (D-FL),
now advances to the full
House for consideration.

“Yesterday’s  bipar-
tisan vote in the Judiciary
Committee moves us one
step closer to delivering
real help to children who
have been exploited and
remain unidentified,” said
Congresswoman  Laurel

ee. “The Renewed Hope

trafficking.)

sex acts?

[ Is the victim forced to perform commercial

IDENTIFYING HUMAN TRAFFICKING — ASK YOURSELF:

[ Is the victim in possession of their own
identification and travel documents?

[1 s the victim coached on what to say
to community members, workers, law
enforcement or immigration officials? Does
someone else communicate for the victim?

[ Is the victim recruited for one purpose but
forced to engage in other work?

"] Are the victim’s wages being unlawfully
garnished to pay off a debt or fee? (Paying
off a smuggling fee alone is not considered

to leave?

[] Has the victim or their family been
threatened with harm if they attempt

[] Has the victim been threatened with
deportation or criminal charges?

[] Has the victim been harmed, deprived of
food, water, sleep, medical care, or other
life necessities?

['] Is the victim free to contact friends or family
without being coached or monitored?

[ Is the victim under the age of 18 and
engaged in commercial sex?

[] Is the victim living in substandard housing?

BC-IC-ENG 9/25

Caring for your needs since 1970

Finley Funeral Home
15 Church Street, Livermore Falls, ME 04254

(207) 897-3588

N nf

Bragdon-Finley Funeral Home
?[}? Main Street Monmculh ME 04249

(207) 933-4444

www.finleyfuneralhome.com
Meniber of International Ovder of the Golden Rule
The Maine Funeral Directors Association * The National Funeral Directors Association
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Renewed Hope Act prioritizes identification of child victims

Act ensures law enforce-
ment has the specialized
personnel needed to find
victims, rescue them, and

hold predators
able.”
“Children must be
protected from the stag-
gering rise in digital pred-
ators who seek to exploit
them. That means expand-
ing efforts to identify and
support these child vic-
tims of online abuse,” said
Rep. Wasserman Schultz.
“Mounting evidence points
to a disturbing escalation
of extreme, violent online
content. I’'m proud to join
my colleagues to introduce
this bipartisan legislation
to increase capacity to
identify victims of child
sexual exploitation, and

account-

invest in front-line, ded-
icated professionals who
can find predators and save
innocent lives.”

“For too long, hun-
dreds of thousands of girls

and boys have endured
horrific abuse — often at
the hands of adults who are
supposed to protect them,”
said Tim Tebow. “Children
in our nation are right now
living in the darkest of
evils, crying out for help.
Their pain must stir us to
act. This is why we’re call-
ing on Congress to pass
legislation to strengthen
our nation’s response to
identifying and rescuing
these boys and girls. Be-
cause even with law en-
forcement and organiza-
tions working around the
clock to rescue these chil-
dren, it’s just not enough.
I’'m deeply grateful to our
leaders for shining a light
on this bipartisan issue so
that we can build a stron-
ger rescue team of ana-
lysts, investigators, and
law enforcement as we
unite to find and safeguard
every child in our nation
suffering this great evil.”

HOPE
FOR
JUSTICE

TO REPORT A CONCERN,

1-615-356-0946

7 0

a 0
°© LIMITED FAMILY/SOCIAL CONTACT
° PHYSICAL OR SEXUAL VIOLENCE

° UNDER-AGE
° DECEPTION

CALL

SPOT THE SIGNS

OF SEX TRAFFICKING

© RESTRICTION OF MOVEMENT
° INTIMIDATION AND THREATS
° ABUSE OF VULNERABILITY

° FEAR AND ANXIETY

Background:

The Renewed Hope
Act strengthens the feder-
al government’s ability to
identify children depicted
in child sexual abuse ma-
terial by expanding the
hiring and retention of
specialized victim identi-
fication personnel within
Homeland Security In-
vestigations (HSI). The
legislation reflects recom-
mendations from victim
identification experts and
law enforcement partners
working to locate and res-
cue children trapped in on-
going exploitation.

The legislation is
supported by the Tim Te-
bow Foundation, which
has long partnered with
law enforcement and vic-
tim identification organi-
zations to combat child
sexual exploitation and
advocate for stronger ef-
forts to identify and rescue
victims

If you think you may have encountered

a victim of human trafficking, contact
Hope for Justice and let us know as

IF YOU HAVE REASON TO BELIEVE A PERSON
1S IN IMMEDIATE DANGER, CALL 911 FIRST

WWW.HOPEFORJUSTICE.ORG

HELP@HOPEFORJUSTICE.ORG

much information as possible.
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One solution for oxygen at

home, away, and for travel

: Introducing the INOGEN ONE
- It's oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refill. No more deliveries. No
more hassles with travel. The INOGEN ONE
portable oxygen concentrator is designed to

provide unparalleled freedom for oxygen
therapy users. It's small, lightweight, clinically
proven for stationary and portable use,
during the day and at night, and can go
virtually anywhere — even on most
airlines. Inogen accepts Medicare and
many private insurances!

Reclaim Your
Freedom And
Independence NOW!

Inogen

Call Inogen Today To }
Request Your FREE Info Kit

1-877-402-1909

© 2020 Inogen, Inc. All rights reserved. MKT-P0108

( ~ BEBB RATING
_BBB A+
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Build now.
Save now.

Call and schedule your
new garage install today.
FREE estimates.

No Money Down « Financing Available

AMERICAN
== BUILDERS ===

" Custom Building ¢ Remodeling ™ G |5 Mkl

(207) 500-8100 - www.AmericanBuildersMaine.com
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Business Directory

ACCOUNTANT

FLOWER SHOPPE

@

AUSTIN ASSOCIATES

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Auburn 207-783-9111 Norway 207-743-7777
AustinPA.com

Your Financial Team

AUTO CARE

The Only Full-Service Gas Station in Auburn!

Poisson & Sons
Auto Care Center, Inc.

Computer Diagnostics * Yokohama Tires
Repairs ¢ Alignments ¢ Inspection Station
Gas ¢ Clear K1 *Tune-ups ¢ Brakes ¢ Batteries
Dan & Don Poisson
dfpoisson@aol.com

260 S. Main St., Auburn ¢ 782-9144

MASONRY

E'| www.sweet—peaﬂor-a*l&‘esignsme.com |-E

Jason Hodsdon

JasonHodsdonMasonry@gmail.com

Al |
mny W
ST

Fully Insured
Free Estimates
20+ Years of Experience

Masonry « Culture Stones
Chimneys « Chimney Cleaning
Repointing & Repairs
Restoration
Stainless Steel Liners

North Monmouth
(207) 215-3557

PHOTOGRAPHY

QQJ@ Z:amame

Executive Portraits « Business photographs ¢ Videos

Gray, ME
(207) 657-6372

maine@portraitefx.com
www.maine.portraitefx.com

PRINTING

RICK OSGOOD

owner

207-782-0525

phone

Full Service Commercial Printer
Color & B/W Printing & Copying
Large Format - Posters
Booklets - Carbonless Forms
Letterheads « Envelopes
Business Cards - Labels - Tags
Design Service - and More!

“ A
EVERGREEN

CUSTOM PRINTING, INC.

2 Great Falls Plaza, Suite 1B
Auburn ME 04210
info@evergreencustomprinting.com

SPACE AVAILABLE

MARINE SERVIGES

SELF STORAGE

Your ad

HERE!
Call 795-5017

CHIROPRACTOR

BOAT REPAIR SHOP

"FPONTESHh

Marine Service

——~o \\;//\»
g
MerCruiser PE NTA YA N M A R
OIVIC Perkins| -lelvetDrive

237 Lewiston Road * Topsham, ME 04086 - (207) 725-5997
www.pontesmarine.com

AUBURN SELF STORAGE, LLC

23 Goldthwaite Rd.
Auburn, ME 04210

PO Box 715
Lewiston, ME 04243

PAINTING

Family Chiropractic Center

Experience Life

1485 Lisbon Street, Lewiston
207.783.0078

www.familychirome.com

CONTRACTORS

Fully Insured « 5 Year Workmanship Warranty

AMERICAN
BUILDERS

Custom Building ¢ Remodeling

r Call 207-500-8100
2, For FREE Estimates

500 8100

Quality Work with References Available

Interiors ¢ Exteriors
Free Estimates

Drywall Repair
Pressure Washing

Pamtmg Co.

WADE J. LIBBY

WJLibbyPainting@gmail.com CELL: 207.210.0605

PHOTOGRAPHY

Shipping
— o Packing

|
|
. = °* Receiving :
|
|
|

e Copies
e Fax Service
° Mallbox Rentals

| |
1)y W UNITED STATES |
| B sosmacsenvice. Fed o
9 N. River Road in Auburn ~ www.AuburnGoinPostal.com ~ 784-9900

WEB HOSTING

nfacebouk (207) 212-5993

QCO At |

LauraElainesPhotography@gmail.com

www.facebook. com/LouroEIOm@sPhoTogrophy

Web Hosting
Web Design
Web Promotion
One Stop
207-442-9006

MAINE HOSTING

CONTACT US TODAY FOR POSSIBLE OPENINGS
FOR YOUR AD IN OUR BUSINESS DIRECTORY!
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Saturdays
AUBURN - Stock up
on BOOKS at great pric-
es — 50¢ to $3! Shop
Saturday mornings at
the APL Bookstore 9:00-
12:30 for gently used
books, ever-changing in-
ventory, wide selection
of children’s, fiction and
non-fiction books, plus
DVDs and puzzles. Au-
burn Public Library, low-
er level, 46 Spring Street,
Auburn.

Jan 31

AUBURN — There
will be a baked bean
supper at Sixth Street
Congregational Church
at 109 Sixth Street in
Auburn, on Saturday,
January 31 from 4:30
until 6:00. There will be
two kinds of beans, red
hotdogs, brown hotdogs,
coleslaw, assorted casse-
roles, assorted desserts,
and beverage. The cost
of the supper is $10 for
adults, $5 for children 6
to 12; children 5 and un-
der are free.

Jan 31
BUXTON — Try
our delicious Haddock

Supper Buffet - Satur-
day, January 31, 2026
- 5:00 pm at Living Wa-
ters Church, Parker Farm
Road, Buxton. Suggested
donation: $10 Adult, $5
Child, $20 Family.

Please note: We will
offer the option of takeout
containers for those who
do not want to come in-
side for seating.

Jan 31

AUBURN - Au-
burn Republican Cau-
cus starting at 1:00PM,
AMS Cafeteria (back
entrance). For more in-
formation email: gopau-
burnmaine@gmail.com

Feb 1-5

BRUNSWICK
— Brunswick’s month-
long celebration of po-
etry, Longfellow Days,
begins on February 1%
Here are ways to join in
honoring the 2026 living
legacy of Longfellow,
Maine’s world renowned
poet: Sun, Feb 01, 1 pm,
Sunday Readings Part
One (Lancaster Lounge,

Calendar

Send your submissions to the Editor. More online.

Moulton Union, Bowdo-
in); Wed, Feb 04, 1 pm,
Winter Wisdom: A Poet’s
Dilemma (UU Church)
For the sched-
ule of Longfellow Days
with complete details of
all events, go to https://
www.uubrunswick.

org/programs/longfel-
low-days-2026/
Feb 2

LEWISTON — The

Lewiston  Public  Li-

brary’s monthly crafters’
meet up will continue
into the winter. Maker
Monday meets every first
Monday of the month
from 4-6:30pm in the
Couture Room.
Feb 2
AUBURN - The
Stanton Bird Club will
be hosting the third in
its 2025-26 lecture series
featuring speaker, Eric
Doucette on “Maine’s
Dynamic Flora: rare his-
toric species and poten-
tial new arrivals”. 4-6pm
at the Auburn Public Li-
brary. The public is wel-
come. The lecture series
is free of charge.
Feb 2-14
LEWISTON — From
February 2nd to February
14th, create a Valentine’s
Day card at the Lewis-
ton Public Library! Free
supplies and crafting
space will be available
for adults on the 2nd floor
and for children on the
3rd floor.
Feb 5
AUBURN - The
Auburn Public Library
is offering events in part-
nership with the 2026
Camden Conference:
Book  discussion:
“Notes on a Foreign
Country: An American
Abroad in a Post-Ameri-
can World” by Suzy Han-
sen, Thursday, February
5th, 4-5 PM (Registration
required - books provid-
ed)
Feb 7
BRUNSWICK

— Jud Caswell and Lisa
Redfern, award-win-
ning singer-songwriters
and favorites of the lo-
cal folk scene, will share
the stage at the Unitarian
Universalist Church of
Brunswick on February
7th at 7:30 as a part of the
Concerts for a Cause se-
ries to raise money for lo-
cal charities: Oasis Free
Clincs and Immigrant Le-
gal Advocacy Project.
Feb 8-15
BRUNSWICK
— Brunswick’s month-
long celebration of po-
etry, Longfellow Days,
begins on February 1%
Here are ways to join in
honoring the 2026 living
legacy of Longfellow,
Maine’s world renowned
poet: Sun, Feb 08, 1 pm,
Sunday Readings, Part
Two (Lancaster Lounge,
Moulton Union); Thu,
Feb 12, 2 pm, Interpret-
ing a Poem (Pejepscot
History Center, 159 Park
Row); Sat, Feb 14, 11
am & 1 pm, Chamberlain
House Tours (226 Maine
Street); Sun, Feb 15, 10
am, Interfaith Service
(UU Church); Sun, Feb
15, Sunday Readings,
Part Three (Lancaster
Lounge, Moulton Union)
For the sched-
ule of Longfellow Days
with complete details of
all events, go to https://
www.uubrunswick.

org/programs/longfel-
low-days-2026/
Feb 11

GORHAM - The

Gorham Westbrook and
Wyndham police triad
meeting for February will
be held February 11th
from 11 AM to noon at
the Gorham police de-
partment. Our topic for
this meeting will be Do-
mestic Abuse in Older
Adults. The speaker will
be Rebecca Hobbs. Our
meetings are open to the
public. Please come and
bring a friend.

Feb 19

LEWISTON — Lew-
iston Public Library’s
Genre Roulette Book
Club samples genres by
focusing on one genre for
three months at a time:
join for one season or
come to them all! This
winter, the book club will
be focusing on Romance
across three sub-genres.
We will meet month-
ly in the Couture Room
from 5:30 to 6:30pm
on the following Thurs-
days: February 19th, and
March 19th.

February will fo-
cus on contemporary ro-
mance. The group will
meet on February 19th
to discuss Better Than
Fiction by Alexa Mar-
tin. Book-hater turned

Thursday, January 29,2026

FLAGS
< G?!-IIP :

INEMAS

VISIT ONE OF OUR FIVE MAINE LOCATIONS!

AUBURN | FALMOUTH | WELLS | WATERVILLE | THOMASTON

WWW.FLAGSHIPCINEMAS.COM

book-seller Drew Young
meets author Jasper Wil-
liams at an event at her
store, and they soon find
themselves living a ro-
mance that is better than
fiction.

This book club is

recommended for ages
18+. If you need help lo-
cating a copy of any of
these titles, please contact
our Lending Services De-
partment at 513-3134 or
visit the lending desk on
the library’s first floor.

Zara. Inc.

Fashion News

Tias Prom Project

Dedicated to providing dresses & confidence to

young women

The Tatiana Morrell Foundation was created lo
honor the incredible spirit of Tatiana Morrell
— a young woman whose light. kindness. and
heart continue to inspire us every day.

One of the ways we carry her legacy forward is
through something truly special: collecting
prom dresses for students who may not have
the means lo purchase one. Tatiana believed
deeply in making others feel seen. valued. and
beautiful — and this mission reflects that love.

Through every dress given,
every smile shared, and

every moment of confidence ¥
created — Tatiana’s spirit
lives on. Thank you for

being part of this journey
with us.

The Story Behind Our Mission:
To better understand our mission, you must understand our

reasoning;

Tia lived with a heart led by kindness and intuition When she
noticed a new student struggling._she stepped in to make a
difference—providing her with a beautiful dress and arranging for

her mother to do her hair and makeup. That simple act of love

gave the girl who never imagined attending such an event, the
night of her life.

Tia believed every young woman should feel confident, radiant,
dedicated to continuing that mission—ensuring that no girl misses
out on the magic of prom, homecoming, or a school dance

How to Donate?
DM for pickup
Drop-Off Locations:

because of financial hardship.

¥ 8 Tumning Leaf Drive, Windham, ME
_¥ 781Edes Falls Rd, Harrison, ME

¥ 780 Broadway St, South Portland, ME

Eollow us on Facebook: Tias Prom Closet Project

GRIDIRQN
Restaurant

LEWISTON, MAINE

AN
HERET) -

=1 | OPEN DAILY

1967 Lisbon Street Lewiston, Maine

The Place where
W?/[’WW’ i
Kappy

TIAM-9PM
DINE IN - TAKE 0UT
207-7717-6353
207-777-6354

Gorham, ME 04038

Open for curbside pick-up, take out,
indoor dining, bowling and arcade!

American pub-style food and drinks.

A 7 Railroad Ave, Ste 102

W www.jctbowl.com
P 207.222.7600

We
Deliver.

Eats
GRUBHUB
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CAMPER
FOR SALE

Keystone campfire edition
travel trailer. New June
2018. 29.8 feet. Less than
500 miles on it. 12 foot
slide out, large refrigerator,
leather couch. Two gray
water tanks, large closets,
over $9000 extras. AC/
furnace. Paid $34,000 new.
Must sell. Asking $21,000.
207-310-0212.

Keystone Sprinter 5th
Wheel. 2018, 31 feet,
2 super slides, large
refrigerator, like new - hardly
used. Full winter cover,
super glide included. Asking
$25,500 - please call 207-
754-2165

CLEANING

NORTHERN SUPREME
CLEANING. Junk removal
* Yard cleanup. Everything
& anything! Residential
& Commercial Our
team ensures spotless,
refreshed spaces with
eco-friendly practices
and competitive pricing.
*Trust us for a superior
cleaning experience!®
Call (207) 595-6347 or
email Northernsupreme
cleaning@gmail.com

Commercial Office
Cleaning. 1st Choice
Floor Care & Building
Maintenance. Commercial
cleaning company with 25+
years experience and fully
insured. 1 day a week or
more we can do it all. Call,
email or text. (207) 956-
3114 stephen@1stcoice
floorcare.com
www. 1stchoicefloorcare.com

EDUCATION

Enjoy American History
Download free ebooks
from Ebooksforstudents.
org. Enjoy exciting
narratives about World
War |, Korea and Vietnam.
Read about the Freedom
Rides, the discovery of
penicillin and how women
won the right to vote.

FOR SALE

All-in-one Dell printer and
fax machine. $495. Call
783-8327.

Wood boiler — Must go!
$2,500. Alternate heating
carbon steel wood boil-
er. Purchased in 1996 for
$6,800. New door seal,
bricks, blanket, and sili-
cone card bead. Includes

cycle timer and plumb fit-
tings. 1,400#. Model E100
wood gun. Can be lifted
directly into your trailer.

HOUSE KEEPING

Housekeeping/ House
Arranging small items
to aid in mobility. Small
jobs/spring cleaning and
removal of unwanted items.
Scheduled regularly and
ongoing. (207) 705-7989

LIVE & CODE
IN MAINE

Maine cybersecurity start-
up seeks local software
engineer

Defendify is looking for a
senior full stack engineer to
join full-time. Small team/
big results. Fun + flexible
+ always interesting. Come
build our award-winning,
all-in-one cybersecurity
platform. Position informa-
tion and to apply: www.de-
fendify.com/careers.

LOOKING TO
DOWNSIZE?

This may be for you. Small
Guest House To Rent. 1

CLASSIFIED ADS
$25 PER WEEK

1/2 blocks from Bates Col-
lege, 300 FT from a neigh-
borhood park and play-
ground. Fully furnished or
not if you have your own
furniture. Off street parking
and private. All utilities in-
cluded. $1400 per month.
Tele 207-376-5492.

REAL ESTATE
WANTED

Seeking house , cottage,
bungalo, two or three
family property, we have
sufficient ability to pur-
chace quickly, no commi-
sions. 207-749-1718 or
mainebuyers@gmail.com

SEWING,
MENDING

CAN MAKE IT FIT
Sewing, mending: Shirts,
pants, coats, nightgowns,
curtains. Most anything
that needs fixing. Buttons,
T-shirts $10 for machine
sewn, $20 for hand sewn.
Call 929-1038

SENIOR TRIPS

If interested in any of the
following trips or upcom-
ing trips, please contact
Claire Bilodeau at 784-
0302 or Cindy Boyd at
345-9569. If we are not
available, please leave a

1 Visa

message and we will call
you as soon as we can.

SEPTEMBER 20 - 28,
2026 - DISCOVER
PAINTED CANYONS
OF THE WEST - Trip
includes 9 days and 11
meals.  Highlights are
Colorado National Park,
Wine tasting in the midst
of Colorado Wine Coun-
try. Moab, Arches Nation-
al Park, Canyonlands Na-
tional Park, Dead Horse
Point State Park, Capitol
Reef State Park, Bryce
Canyon National Park
and Zion National Park
all in Utah, last day in Ve-
gas. Included in price is
round trip air from Logan
International Airport and
all Hotel Transfers. De-
posit is $698.00 pp plus
$429.00 if you want travel
protection.

May 23-31, 2026 — BILT-
MORE ESTATE & ASHE-
VILLE, N.C. - This trip
includes 9 days and 8
nights lodging, 8 break-
fasts and 6 dinners. You
will have a full day at the
Biltmore Estate and expe-
rience the Biltmore House
and Gardens. You will
also visit the Antler Village
and Winery. You will have
a guided tour of Asheville
and the magnificent St.
Lawrence Basilica. We
will experience a drive on

Classified Ads
o 4O VWORDS!

Send payment with completed form to our bookkeeping office:
89 Union Street, Suite 1014 Auburn, ME 04210 or email it to us!

the Blue Ridge Parkway
(America’s Most visited
park unit). We also visit
the Thomas Wolfe Me-
morial State Historic Site.
These are the highlights
of the trip and there is so
much more that we will
see. On our way home
we stop at the Nasher
Museum of Art at Duke
University. Price for this
trip is $1,245.00 per per-
son double occupancy. A
$75.00 deposit per person
is due upon signing up.
The trip includes the bus
driver tip and all tour gra-
tuities. Add $349.00 for
single occupancy. Final
payment is due 3/16/26.

OCTOBER 18-23, 2026
— SHIPSHEWANA, INDI-
ANA - This trip includes
6 days and 5 nights lodg-
ing, 3 breakfasts and 3
dinners.  You will have
a full day guided tour of
Indiana’s Amish Country
with a tour of an Amish
Homestead and an Au-
thentic Amish Dinner. We
will experience Cook’s Bi-
son Ranch with a scenic
Wagon Tour of their ma-
jestic ranch while seeing
the bison up-close and
even feeding them. We
will spend time shop-
ping and having lunch
at Shipshewana Trading
Place which is constant-
ly ranked one of the top
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five Flea Markets in the
Country. We will see the
show “Loves Comes Soft-
ly” at the Blue Gate The-
ater. Price for this trip is
$865.00 per person dou-
ble occupancy. A $75.00
deposit is due upon sign-
ing up. Trip includes bus
driver tip and all tour gra-
tuities. Add $305.00 for
single occupancy. Final
payment is due 8/11/26.

If you are interested in
any of these trips or
for more information,
please contact Claire
at 784-0302 or Cindy at
345-9569.

LOOKING FOR AN
ELECTRICIAN?

Master Electrician with 40+
years experience available
to help! Insured. Reason-
able rates. Call Robert
today at 207-740-7852.

CLASSIFIED ADS
$25 PER WEEK

Send all
items for
What’s Going On
to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
J

PER
VWEEK

Phone:

CATEGORY:

HEADLINE:

AD INFO:

-----------------1

NuMmMB

R OF WEEKS TO RUN:




'Annual Percentage Rate as of 11/7/2025. Rates subject to change without notice. Not all applicants will qualify for the lowest rate or be
approved. Membership eligibility requirements apply. Account holder must live, work, worship, or attend school in Androscoggin, Cumberland,
Lincoln, Oxford, Sagadahoc, or York counties, or have an immediate relative who meets our field of membership requirements. Advertised rate is
based on risk based & relationship pricing discounts. For more information, visit egcu.org/auto.

Evergreen Credit Union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.

YOU DESER\
AWARD-\
FIBER INTER

No contracts. No data cap.
10x faster than cable.

Check availability
1.888.805.5275

FidiumFiber.com/GetFastFiber

IT FEELS LIKE FI

fldlum

fiber internet

BEST OF

CNET

Best Internet
Provider in Maine

*QOffer available to residential customers only. Terms and conditions apply.
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Thursday, January 29,2026

Follow us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/twincitytimes
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Insulate.
Be comfortable.
Save money.

Act now while rebates up to
$8,000 are available*

at efficiencymaine.com
or call 866-376-2463.

efficiency
MAINE)

* All homeowners eligible for rebates up to $4,000. Verified income-eligible
homeowners qualify for rebates up to $8,000. See efficiencymaine.com for details.

Starting at’
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