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Guinn: Four-time state champion Higgins
‘the right guy at the right time’ to lead

Golden Tiger foothall program

Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

After a couple weeks of speculation
and anticipation, the wait is over for
the Russellville High School football
program and its supporters—a
championship-caliber head football
coach was officially hired on
Saturday afternoon.

Darrell Higgins, a coaching veteran
with over three decades of experi-
ence and a four-time state champi-
onship winner in 10 seasons as head
coach at Mars Hill Bible School,
announced his resignation from
MHBS on Friday and was unani-
mously tapped by the Russellville
City Schools Board of Education as
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new head coach of the Golden
Tigers during a called special meet-
ing a day later. Higgins was also
hired as the athletic director and as a
teacher.

The RCS Board wasted no time in
its search for the football program’s
29th head coach; the job was posted
soon after former head coach Dustin

See ‘HIGGINS,’ Page 4

13 road & bridge improvements completed
in 2025 with $2.1 million of gas tax funds

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

At its January 20th business meet-
ing, the Franklin County Commission
approved a report outlining 13 road
and bridge improvement projects
completed in FY2025 using Rebuild
Alabama Act gas tax funds.

Those 13 projects included 16.71
miles of roadways in Franklin County
at a total cost of $2.178 million. The
projects were funded entirely by pro-
ceeds Franklin County receives
through a 10 cent per gallon tax
approved by the Alabama
Legislature in 2019. Proceeds from
that tax are earmarked for road and
bridge improvements. Counties must
document how the tax proceeds are

| 256-332-6888

spent and submit reports annually to
account for all spending.

Franklin County Rebuild Alabama
Act projects completed in FY25
included:

—resurfacing and ftraffic striping of
Highway 25 from Hwy. 23 to AL 24 at
a cost of $213,313.57.

—resurfacing Bedford Circle from
Green Road to Morrisette Drive at a
cost of $37,230.74.

—resurfacing Morrisette Drive from
Green Road to the dead end at a
cost of $41,418.19.

—resurfacing and traffic striping of
Hwy. 152 from Al 187 to Hwy. 52 at a
cost of $150,855.65.

—resurfacing and traffic striping
Hwy. 26 from Hwy. 59 to AL 13 at a
cost of $4,195.47.

See ‘PROJECTS’ Page 5
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Creatlve Image Salon

Licensed Massage Therapist LMT #1495
¢ Ny 43 ¢ Spruce Pine
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Linda Laurelette Zills Dill passed away on Monday,
January 19, 2026, at Russellville Hospital. A service
is not planned at this time. Spry Memorial Chapel as-
sisted the family with arrangements.

Thomas Wayne Boyd, Sr., 87, of Florence, passed
away January 14th at Glenwood Healthcare and
Rehab Center. Akins Funeral Home assisted the

family with arrangements.

Barbara Elaine Hutcheson, 80, of Spruce Pine,
passed away January 14th at Helen Keller Hospital.
Spry Memorial Chapel of Russellville assisted the
family with arrangements.

Glenda Fay James, 82, passed away January 14th.
Pinkard Funeral Home of Russellville assisted the
family.

Carolyn Jean Dawson Davis, 87, of Russellville,
passed away January 13th at Burns Nursing Home.
Spry Memorial Chapel of Russellville assisted the
family with arrangements.

Steve Reace Hill, 70, of Russellville, passed away
January 13th. Spry Memorial Chapel of Russellville
assisted the family with arrangements.

“The Insect Predator”

Eddie Deaton
(256) 627-1996

50 Years Combined Experience

Toll Free 1-888-832-5405

(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055




Russellville Hospital
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Back to the Bible
by Larsen Plyler:
Matthew 12:1-8

On a Sabbath, Jesus’ disciples grabbed some grain, rubbed i
between their hands and ate it. The Pharisees accused them of
doing something unlawful. In reality, the disciples had not broken
God’s Law. Really, all the Sabbath Law said was “Remember the
Sabbath. Keep it Holy. Don’t work.” It did not provide much detail.
Jews in the period between the Testaments added those details and
they became synonymous with “Law” for the Pharisees and scribes.
The disciples had only broken this tradition.

Jesus exposed their hypocrisy. He cited an event where David had
eaten bread that was not lawful for him to eat. Jesus wasn’t excus-
ing David’'s actions— He said they weren’t lawful (Lev. 24:9). Jesus
didn’t believe that hunger was a good reason to not trust in God (Mt.
4:3,4). Wouldn’t that set aside all self-denial, sacrifice, and any obe-
dience that might cause discomfort? David’s life surrounding the
occasion Jesus mentions is characterized by a series of decisions
that revealed a lack of trust in God (I Sam. 21-22).

Jesus reveals their bias showing they were critical of Him and His
disciples when they hadn’t done anything wrong, yet, they didn’t crit-
icize David at all even though he had actually done something
wrong,

Beyond that, they had missed the point of the Sabbath. The
Sabbath was not to be a burden; it was given as a day of rest.
Jesus, as “Lord of the Sabbath,” was in the best position to pro-
nounce upon it. The Sabbath itself pointed to Jesus. It was a shad-
ow of Him in whom we find our rest (Col. 2:14-17; Mt. 11:28-30).

Lessons to Learn:

Don’t be bound by human tradition. These men condemned
because they were more devoted to standards passed down from
men than they were to the will of God. Sometimes that meant they
were over critical and sometimes that meant that they gave them-
selves a pass when thy were violating God’s will (Matthew 15).
Using the Bible as our standard helps us hold to exactly the right
standard for ourselves and others.

Don’t judge hypocritically. They were harsh towards the ones they
didn’t like and easy on the ones they appreciated.

Tune in to 100.7 WGOL Sunday at 8:30am for our Back to the
Bible Radio Program.

Reach out with your questions, comments or requests for personal
Bible study at backtothebiblepodcast.com or at info@backtothe-
biblepodcast.com.

. SUNDAY 8:30 AM

baocktothehbiblepodcost.com
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Goodwin told RCS Superintendent Tim Guinn of his intention to leave for another school, and the afternoon following the required two week window
closed on January 23, Higgins was handed the reins.

“I felt it was important to find the right guy at the right time in the right place here at Russellville, and we’ve done that with Coach Higgins. We had
a 14-day posting in place that ended Friday we could not get around, so this was done once that ended,” Guinn said after the meeting.

“We had a very good cross-section of some candidates with extensive offensive and defensive coordinator experience at some of Alabama’s top
schools. We had some out-of-state candidates, including one who coached in the European professional league. We had candidates with more
than 20 years’ experience coaching teams in Alabama and Florida where they built programs. Darrell’'s resume includes longevity both at Deshler
and Mars Hill, so he’s not one to up and go, and we needed someone who’s going to be here a while and | expect he’ll be with us for a long time,”
Guinn added.

“We are thrilled to welcome Coach Higgins and his family to Russellville and proud to have him here to lead our Golden Tigers.”

Due to the weather, Higgins was unable to attend the Board meeting on Saturday, but the Franklin Free Press spoke to him over the weekend. For
his part, Higgins said the decision to leave Mars Hill was a difficult one but the right one for him, his family, their future, and his career at this time.

“It was very hard to leave (Mars Hill). It's a special place and | had a very wonderful 10 years there,” he said. “There were a couple factors: one is
that | needed to get back in the state retirement system. I've got 22 years in the system and you’ve got to have 25 for full retirement, so | knew when
| took the Mars Hill job at some point I'd have to go back (to a public school).

“There’s never a good time to leave, but I've had three kids go through there and my last son just graduated from there...and | guess the final
piece was when the state separated the public schools and private schools,” he added. “I had been praying for a sign and | took that as my sign
that it was time to get back into a public school.”

Higgins’ previous 22 years in the public school system date back to his time at Deshler High School where he was an assistant football coach.
Most of those years were spent as an assistant under long-time Deshler head coach John Mothershed, who won 201 games over 19 seasons in
charge of the Tigers. (Mothershed is expected to join Higgins’ staff as a part-time assistant.)

Higgins was Deshler’s offensive coordinator for 12 seasons prior to taking over the Mars Hill program. In his time at DHS, Higgins helped the
Tigers to seven state championship appearances, including back-to-back state titles in 1998 and 1999.

Higgins was named the second head coach of the Mars Hill football program, which started in 2014, ahead of the 2016 campaign. There Higgins
had unprecedented success. He led the Panthers to a Class 1A state title in 2018, a 2A title in 2020, and back-to-back 3A championships in 2024
and 2025. Higgins holds a 29-5 playoff record and is the only coach in state history to win championships in three different classifications.

Higgins’ success speaks for itself, but with all the changes taking place across the high school athletics landscape, including reclassification and
Russellville’s new region realignment, Guinn added the coach’s ability to build a program, his leadership, his commitment, and his willingness to
take on challenges all pointed to him being the right man to lead the Golden Tigers into the future.

“His success in building the Mars Hill program was a big factor,” Guinn said. “When he got there 10 years ago, they had very little in place. But
they had Dexter Rutherford (MHBS Principal) who knew how to do it right, and we watched Coach Higgins build this program from the ground up
doing an outstanding job. And we have no doubt he’ll do the same thing here.

“There are different types of leaders. The type of leader | believe will do well in this environment at Russellville is one who’s a person of intelligence
and faith, and an individual who doesn’t mind working hard and doesn’t see obstacles in front of them as anything but an opportunity to overcome.
And that’'s what we’ve found in Darrell Higgins,” Guinn added. “He has no qualms or equivocations about his commitment here. He’s not one to run
from a challenge. We used to play these teams like Muscle Shoals, Cullman, before so now we’ll play them again and we’ll rebuild this program.”

As a long-time Deshler assistant and Mars Hill head coach, Higgins is probably about as familiar with Russellville as an opposing coach can be.
He knows of the program’s traditional success and said he is looking forward to the challenge of adding to that tradition.

“‘Russellville’s always had a tremendous program, and I've always had a lot of respect for them. When we were at Deshler, we always started the
season against Russellville and it was a huge game we knew we needed to prepare all summer for to have a good game. And when we went to
Mars Hill | was really excited about getting Russellville on the schedule to see how we could line up and compete against such a program,” he said.
“Now, getting to be here myself, I'm just really excited to be a part of the school and the community and hopefully continue to build on what’s already
a great foundation.”

The 2026 football season is still a full six or so months away, but it won’t be long before preparations for it begin. For now, Higgins’ message to the
Golden Tiger community is a simple one:

“We’re going to bring it every day in our workouts, and our kids are going to know how to compete,” he said. “They’re going to work as hard as
anyone out there and then harder. It means a lot to me and everyone that | work with that we put a great product on the field and something that
everyone can be proud of.

“I'm really excited about the job, and | can’t wait to get started,” he added.

Higgins is expected on campus when classes resume this week. There will be a reception welcoming Coach Higgins and his family, sponsored by
the Russellville High School Booster Club, at the RHS Field House Thursday afternoon.
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—resurfacing and traffic striping of Hwy. 162 from Hwy. 58 to Hwy. 62 at a cost of $153,709.39.

—resurfacing and traffic striping of Hwy. 83 from Hwy. 81 to Hwy. 724 at a cost of $860,044.03.

—rehabilitation of a bridge on Highway 75 over Cedar Creek at a cost of $175,000.

—resurfacing and traffic striping of Green Road from Hwy. 524 to dead end at a cost of $176,624.84.

—resurfacing and traffic striping of Hwy. 21 from AL 247 to Hwy. 90 at a cost of $160,473.71.

—resurfacing and traffic striping of Hwy. 29 from AL 247 to Al 247 at a cost of $109,407.61.

—resurfacing and traffic striping of Boyd Road from Hwy. 28 to Hwy. 28 at a cost of $49,850.32.

—resurfacing and traffic striping of Hwy. 128 from AL 24 to Hwy. 28 at a cost of $42,915.56.

Other agenda items addressed by the Commission at its January 20th meeting included:

—approving an optional annual leave payout policy for Franklin County employees. To opt-in, employees must request annual leave pay by August
31, 2026.

—approved a mileage reimbursement rate of $72.5 cents per mile.

—approved a proclamation recognizing the 75th anniversary of the Franklin County Cattlemen’s Association by designating January 24, 2026, as
a day of recognition for the Franklin County Cattlemen’s Association, which has the largest membership of any Alabama county.

—approved a low bid of $21,632 from Mid America Roofing to repair the roof on the annex located behind the Franklin County Courthouse.
—approved a contract for a storm water cross drain replacement on Highway 90 contingent upon the county receiving reimbursement for the
work.

—tabled the hiring of a non-certified real property appraiser in the Franklin County Revenue Commissioner’s Office.

—approved hiring William Vickers and Matthew Anderson as Corrections Officers/Dispatchers in the Franklin County Sheriff’'s Office, the termination
of Corrections Officers/Dispatchers Chris Pierce and Justice Sharpe, advertising for a Corrections Officer/Dispatcher, hiring Austin Gerald as a
Corrections Officer/Dispatcher.

—approved a bid of $74,408.94 for the purchase and installation of 50 cameras to be placed in and around the Franklin County Jail.
—authorized Franklin County Solid Waste Officer Gene Ward to negotiate with the City of Town Creek for a small used Toyota truck to be purchased
and/or swapped for a truck and other consideration.

—gave Chairman Barry Moore authority to enter into a contract with Charlotte Williams for the euthanizing of stray and/or abandoned animals.

Bm rRUSSELLVILLE
i .. HOSPITAL
John Almirol, M.D.

Internal Medicine The Sleep Clinic at Russellville Hospital provides

complete sleep health management including sleep studies,
diagnosis and treatment of sleep disorders.

“Over 22 Years Caring

for Franklin County. g Our sleep experts are here to help you take control
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sive daytime sleepiness, hypertension, periodic limb movement
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256-436-9818. We will pick up your
old appliances free anywhere in
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gram supplies free and low-cost medications for any-
one in Alabama with a disability or chronic illness, regardless of
age, that requires daily medication. Medicare recipients may
also be eligible. For more information, contact NACOLG
SENIORX today. There is no charge for this service. Call Paula
Pardue at 256-389-0529, 256-389-0530 or 1-800-AGELINE (1-
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Love Packages Ministry is in need of donations of new

and used Bibles (in any condition). They will be sent
to ministers and missionaries around the world who will distrib-
ute them. Donations can be dropped off in the church office of
Red Bay First Baptist Church or Russellville First Baptist
Church.

he Franklin County Democratic Executive Committee

invites you to ‘Meet the Candidate,” Tuesday,
February 17th, at the 43 Grill on Highway 43 to meet
Democratic candidate for Alabama Governor, Dr. Will Boyd.
The event starts at 6:30 p.m. For more information, contact
Rick Neighbors at 205-306-1249. 43 Girill is located at 15110
Highway 43 in Russellville.

he Russellville First Methodist Church will have a 5th

Thursday Food Giveaway on Thursday, January
29th, at 311 N Jackson Ave., Russellville, AL, beginning at 1
pm. Please use the back entrance from Washington Ave.
Remain in your car, have your ID ready, and allow our volun-
teers to serve you. Note: In case of inclement weather, the
giveaway will be rescheduled.

Northwest Shoals

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

YOU CAN
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nwscc.edu

256.383.4473 Ext. 2021
340 Cox Blvd * Sheffield, AL
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Four qualify for Franklin County Commission
District One Republican nomination

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

When Franklin County voters cast ballots in the May 19, 2026, Republican Primary, they’ll find three contested local races in addition to those at
the state and federal level.

Franklin County Republican Executive Committee Chairman Glenn Garrison said four candidates qualified for the special election for Franklin
County Commission District One.

When Commissioner Michael Murray died last May, Gov. Kay Ivey appointed Murray’s son Grayson to the position until there could be an elec-
tion held to decide his successor.

The first opportunity for that comes on May 19th, so Republican Primary voters will choose among Grayson Murray, Curtis Baker, Joey Norton
and Miles Gaston, the same four applicants who interviewed with lvey’s office last year.

There were no qualifiers in the Democratic Primary for Franklin County Commission District One or any other local office, so the May 19th Re-
publican Primary will serve as the de facto election for Franklin County Sheriff, Commission District One, Franklin County Board of Education
Place Three, Franklin County Coroner and Revenue Commissioner.

But incumbent Revenue Commissioner Stratt Byars did not have anyone qualify against him, so his name will not appear on the May 19th ballot.
That’s the same situation for incumbent Franklin BOE Place Three member Pat Cochran, who will serve another term.

Incumbent Sheriff Shannon Oliver will face Republican opposition from Brian Shackelford. Coroner Charles Adcox will be challenged by Jeff
Clark.

Voters will decide both a United States Senate race and the race for United States Congress Alabama Congresssional District Four.

Sen. Tommy Tuberville is giving up his Senate seat to run for governor, and seven Republicans and five Democrats are vying to fill the position.

Republican qualifiers include Seth Burton, Dale Shelton Deas, Jr., Jared Hudson, Steve Marshall, Barry Moore, Morgan Murphy and Rodney
Walker. Moore has been endorsed by President Donald Trump.

On the Democratic side, primary voters will choose from Dakarai Larriett, Lamont Lavender, Kyle Sweetser, Everett Wess and Mark S. Wheeler
Il.

Rep. Robert Aderholt, who represents Alabama’s Fourth Congressional District, will face a primary opponent in Tommy Barnes. Two Democrats,
Amanda Pusczek and Shane Weaver, are also running.

Additional state qualifiers for the May 19th Primary include:
Governor: Republican Ken McFeeters, Tommy Tuberville, “Alabama” Will Santivasci. Democrat Will Boyd, Jamel J. Brown, Yolanda Rochelle
Flowers, Doug Jones, Chad Chig Martin and Nathan Nate Mathis. .

Lt. Governor: Republican Wes Allen, George Childress, Pat Bishop,
Dean Odle, Rick Patge, Dr. Stewart Hill Tankersley, Nicole Jones Wads-
worth and John Wahl. Democrat Phillip Ensler and Darryl D. Perryman.
Attorney General: Republican Pamela L. Casey, Jay Mitchell and Kath-
erine Robertson. Democrat Jeff McLaughlin.

Secretary of State: Republican Caroleene Dobson, Christopher Chris-
tian Horn, Glenda Jackson. Democrat Wayne Rogers.

State Treasurer: Republican Young Boozer, Steve Lolley. Democrat
Rosilyn Houston.

State Auditor: Republican Derek Chen, Andrew Sorrell. Democrat Violet

Edwards.

Commissioner of Agriculture & Industries: Republican Corey Hill, Chris- Dr Kell S J/
tina Werner Mclnnis and Jack Williams. Democrat Ron Sparks. y

Public Service Commission Place One: Republican Matt Gentry, Jeremy

Oden. Democrat James O. Gordon, John Northrop, Jeff Ramsey.

Public Service Commission Place Two: Republican Priscilla Andrews, rg e n a re
Chris Beeker, Jeffrey M. Boyd, Brent Woodall, Jim Zig Ziegler. Democrat

Sheila McNeil.

Associate Justice Alabama Supreme Court Place Seven: Republican- Wal k_l n VlSltS avallable .

Brad Mendheim.
Alabama Court of Civil Appeals Place Four: Republican Ben Bowden. 1

Alabama Court of Civil Appeals Place 5: Matt Fridy. We are avallable to Screen
Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals Place Four: Republican Mary

Windom. and test for COVID-19.

Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals Place Five: Beth Kelly’s, Riggs

Walker. Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. 1-5
Alab S S District Six: Republi L S .D . .
B:b;ymﬁar:;t.e enate District Six: Republican Larry Stutts. Democrat 13150 Hwy 43, Suute 10, RUSSE"VI”B

Alabama House of Representatives District 18: Republican Jamie Kiel.
Polls will be open 7-7 on Primary Day. Tuesday, May 19., 2026, across 256'331 '2092 .

Alabama.

Serving your family for more than 30 years.
Family Practice, Pediatrics, Newborn Care.
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Russellville Gity Gouncil approves
purchase of two new garhage trucks

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

At its January 20th meeting, the Russellville City Council approved the purchase of two new garbage trucks expected to be delivered by
next month.

Council members unanimously approved the purchase of two Heil ASLs on Freightliner Chassis at a cost of $604,730 for both. Additionally,
the council declared a 2014 Freightliner M2 and a 2021 International HV607 trucks as surplus property and authorized the sale of the same
on govdeals.com.

According to the vendor, Ingram Equipment Company, one truck will be delivered by the end of January and the other unit next month.
In other agenda items at its January 20th meeting, the council:
—authorized payment to the Municipal Workers Compensation Fund in the amount of $56,264.45 for workers compensation insurance pre-
mium costs.
—approved a logging permit submitted by Farm and Land LLC for a project on Highway 43 at the intersection of Courtland Road.
—accepted a letter of resignation from Russellville Police Department Patrol Officer Brenda Sombra, effective January 12, 2026, declared
a vacancy for Patrol Officer and authorized advertisement for the position to solicit job applications.

The next regular meeting of the Russellville City Council will be February 2, 2026, with work session at 6 p.m., and meeting to follow.

Three local area students recognized on Wallace State
Community College Fall 2025 President’s List and Dean’s List

Submitted

Wallace State Community College congratulates the 862 students who were named to the President's List and Dean's List for the Fall 2025
semester. To earn a spot on the Wallace State President's List, students must maintain a perfect 4.0 GPA for the semester while taking a
course load of 12 or more hours. Placement on the Dean's List is awarded to students maintain at 3.5 GPA or higher while also taking a
course load of at least 12 hours.

"Congratulations to all our students who earned a place on the President's and Dean's lists this fall," said Kristen Holmes, Vice President
for Students. "Your hard work, resilience and commitment to excellence continue to inspire us. We are proud to celebrate your achievements
and look forward to supporting you as you continue pursuing your goals at Wallace State."

Area students who were recognized include:
Giselle Torres of Phil Campbell, AL - President's List
Madilyn Calderon of Russellville, AL - President's List
Autumn Chandler of Vina, AL - Dean's List

The Spring 2026 semester is currently underway, with the Mini Term Il classes begining on March 5. For more information, visit www.wal-
lacestate.edu, call Lion Central at 256.352.8236 or come by the Hanceville or Oneonta campus centers. Current and incoming students may
schedule an advising session with the Center for Student Success at www.wallacestate.edu/advising.

Barnes qualifies for Congressional District Four in the
May 19th Republican Primary

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Colbert County Commissioner Tommy Barnes qualified recently for the May 19th Alabama Repub-
lican Primary for the office of United States Congress, District 4.

Barnes will face 15-term incumbent Congressman Robert Aderholt for the Republican nomination. %%
Barnes has served on the Colbert County Commission for 10 years. He retired from his position as ® &
civil operations manager at Sheffield Utilities last year.

As do many candidates facing long-time incumbents, Barnes will attempt to sell voters on the need
for a leadership change. Barnes said his campaign will focus on issues including health care and the
uncertain future of rural hospitals. Additionally, Barnes said he will consider reducing funding for the §#
Tennessee Valley Authority, saying it has avoided funding cuts he believes are overdue.

He also committed to serve no more than three two-year terms if elected.

Alabama’s Fourth Congressional District includes Franklin, Marion, Cullman and Fayette Counties =
along with portions of Lauderdale and Tuscaloosa Counties.




Katernia Cole-Coffey Shirley Jimenée A‘\\\ Alicia Swann
Extension Coordinator EFNEP Educato 4-H Agent
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Administrative Assistant || Fill-In Secretary Parent Educator

What’s Happening with Your Franklin County Extension Office!

GARDEN-TO-PANTRY }

FRANKLIN COUNTY
I’

‘ . i
\

‘ \ oadds
AW. Todd Center

201 S Washington Ave R te I" at. f $

Russenvﬂle,m35«.5@t A\ WW.aces edulgo/GZPFrankl|n2026

February 3, 2026 | 1pm-4pm

B North Alabama Peach
Production Meetlng
February 24,2026 s

9:00 AM -2:00 PM

Lunch on your own

H|gh Tunnel Workshop

Scan to Register
- FEbruary 10,2026 ggga;l?s 2549
| 3:00-5:00 PM

Morgan County Extension Office

Morgan County Extension Office = . A 3120 Highway 36 West Suite B
3120 Highway 36 West Suite B Scan to Register Hartselle, AL 35640
Hartselle, AL 35640 Or Call % o

256-773-2549
Topics will include variety selection, disease management, herbicide

for ordwrds floor, pruning followed by a farm tour

Extension

ALABAMA ALM AUBURM UNIVERSITIES

AUBURN

Commercial Horticulture AUBURN
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SERVICES

APPLIANCE
REPAIR:
Prompt local
service
available for
appliance
repair.
Washer/Drye
r,
Dishwasher,
Refrigerator,
Stove/Oven
and all major
appliances.
Certified,
Insured
techs.
Satisfaction
guaranteed.
Call to
schedule
your
appointment
now! 1-877-
441-0132

SELLING a
RV, Tractor
or Golf Cart?
ADVERTISE
STATEWIDE
or by region
in over 100
Newspapers,
reaching
over 1 mil-
lion readers
each week!
Run your ad
in our
Classified
Network for
just $210 per
week! Make
one call to
this newspa-
per (partici-
pating Ala-
SCAN news-
paper) or
call 1-800-
264-7043 to
find out how
easy it is to
advertise
statewide!

BEAUTIFUL
BATH
UPDATES in
as little as
ONE DAY!
Superior
quality bath
and shower

systems at
AFFORD-
ABLE
PRICES!
Lifetime war-
ranty & pro-
fessional
installs. Call
Now! 1-833-
770-0326

WATER
DAMAGE
CLEANUP &
RESTORA-
TION: A
small
amount of
water can
lead to major
damage in
your home.
Our trusted
profession-
als dry out
the wet area
and do
repairs to
protect your
family and
your home's
value! If you
have water
in your
home that
needs to be
dried, Call
24/7: 1-833-
879-1371
Have zip
code of serv-
ice location
ready when
you call!

We Buy
Houses for
Cash AS IS!
No repairs.
No fuss. Any

condition.
Easy three
step
process:

Call, get
cash offer

and get paid.

Get your fair
cash offer
today by
calling Liz

Buys

Houses: 1-

877-385-7131

Consumer
Cellular - the

same reli-
able, nation-
wide cover-
age as the
largest carri-
ers. No long-
term con-
tract, no hid-
den fees and
activation is
free. All
plans feature
unlimited
talk and text,
starting at
just
$20/month.
For more
information,
call 1-844-
358-5270

HEALTH/BE
AUTY

ATTENTION
OXYGEN
THERAPY
USERS!
Discover
Oxygen
Therapy
That Moves
with You
with Inogen
Portable
Oxygen
Concentrator
s. FREE
information
kit. Call 1-
833-650-7885

Attention:
VIAGRA and
CIALIS
USERS! A
cheaper
alternative to
high drug-
store prices!
50 Pill
Special -
Only $99!
100% guar-
anteed.
CALL NOW:
1-833-641-
6606

FOR SALE

AFFORD-
ABLE TV &
INTERNET. If
you are
overpaying

for your
service, call
now for a
free quote
and see how
much you
can save! 1-
833-641-6672

NEED NEW
FLOORING?
Call today
to schedule
a FREE in-
home esti-
mate on
Carpeting &
Flooring.
Call Today!
1-833-641-
6567

No more
cleaning out
gutters.
Guaranteed!
LeafFilter is
the most
advanced
gutter pro-
tection for
your home,
backed by a
no-clog
guarantee
and lifetime
transferrable
warranty.
Call today 1-
833-683-2005
to schedule
a FREE
inspection
and no obli-
gation esti-
mate. Plus

get 20% off!
Seniors and
military save
an additional
10%.
Restrictions
apply, see
representa-
tive for war-
ranty and
offer details

Prepare for
power out-
ages today
with a
Generac
Home
Standby
Generator.
Act now to
receive a
FREE 7-Year
warranty
with qualify-
ing pur-
chase* Call
1-877-323-
5516 today
to schedule
a free quote.
It’s not just a
generator.
It’s a power
move.

DENTAL
INSURANCE
from
Physicians
Mutual
Insurance
Company.
Coverage for
400 plus pro-
cedures.

~—

Real dental
insurance -
NOT just a
discount
plan. Do not
wait! Call
now! Get
your FREE
Dental
Information
Kit with all
the details!
1-877-817-
4697
www.den-
tal50plus.co
m/alabama
#6258

Replace
your roof
with the best
looking and
longest last-
ing material
steel from
Erie Metal
Roofs! Three
styles and
multiple col-
ors avail-
able.
Guaranteed
to last a life-
time! Limited
Time Offer
up to 50%
off installa-
tion +
Additional
10% off
install (for
military,
health work-
ers & 1st
responders.)

SSi

- uv 'R

SERVICES * APPLIANCES « CLOTH

Pest Solutions

Pest & osquito

Control

256-332-4008

H B “‘--.
256.332.0255

G * FURNITURE

Call Erie 833-426-0193
Metal Roofs:
1-833-955- Donate your
3163 car, truck,
boat, RV and
AUTOMO- more to sup-
TIVE port our vet-
erans!
GOT AN Schedule a
UNWANTED  FAST, FREE
CAR??? vehicle pick-
DONATE IT up and
TO PATRIOT- receive a top
IC HEARTS. tax deduc-
Fast free tion! Call
pick up. Veteran Car
Patriotic Donations at
Hearts’ pro- 1-877-724-
grams help 3049 today!

veterans find

work or start
their own
business.

Call 24/7: 1-

KARLRAGAN 256.332.9064

Trimming ¢ Topping * Removal
Bucket Work « Stump Grinding

BUCKLE UP!

It Could Save
Your Life!

franklinsheriff.org

(256) 332-8811
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Tharptown girls come from
hehind to heat area foe
Covenant Christian 43-31

Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

The Tharptown High School varsity girls’
and boys’ basketball traveled to Tuscumbia
on January 23 to face area foe Covenant
Christian. The THS girls came away with a
43-37 win while the Tharptown boys were
routed by the Eagles 74-39.

The Lady Wildcats and Lady Eagles tipped
off first.

Both teams started slow. At the end of the
first quarter the game was tied 3-3;

Covenant’s Saydee Coan hit a three-pointer

while Tharptown’s Alyssa Fischer had a field

goal and Paisleigh Carr hit one free throw.
Things picked up a bit more in the second

quarter, though, as the hosts outscored THS

16-10 to take a 19-13 lead into the locker

room at halftime.

Down by six going into the second half, the
Lady Wildcats needed to commence the
comeback effort; their performance in the
third period helped tremendously to that
effect. Carly Cason, who finished with a
team-high 15 points, scored nine of those
points in the first eight minutes after halftime,
helping Tharptown outpace Covenant
Christian 19-14 and cut the deficit to just one

point as the game entered the final quarter

of regulation.
The Lady Wildcats’ momentum, carried
over into the fourth quarter, helped them to

See, ‘THARPTOWN,’ Page 14
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AHSARA announces championship
restructure, reclassification for 2026-21
| and 2027-28 school years

Franklin Free Press

The much-anticipated Alabama High School Athletic Association (AHSAA) announcement
regarding reclassification, delayed by the AHSAA from December to January, was
announced Friday morning, and it included a massive change to the structure of postsea-
son play beginning next year.

In a press release by the AHSAA, the organization announced that public and private
schools will, in the future, compete in separate divisions; public schools have been organ-
ized into six classifications (1A-6A) and private schools have been placed in two classifica-
tions (Single-A and Double-A). Public and private schools, while still able to compete
against one another in the regular season, will now compete in their respective divisions for
state championships. The 1.35 multiplier and the competitive balance factor applied to pri-
vate schools have been removed.

“The landscape of education-based athletics in Alabama is changing, and the AHSAA
must continue to adapt,” said AHSAA Executive Director Heath Harmon in the press
release. “After careful review—and after listening to our public and private school mem-
bers—the Central Board determined that now is an appropriate time to restructure champi-
onship play, resulting in restructured championships for public and private schools. This
model will be implemented for the next two years.

See, ‘AHSAA,’ Page 12

Russellvilie girls earn season sweep of
rival Lawrence County, clinch 2-seed for
area tournamemt

Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

The Russellville High School varsity girls’ and boys’ basketball teams traveled to Moulton to
face rival Lawrence County in their regular season area finale January 22 seeing mixed
results.

The RHS girls came away with a scrappy 53-44 victory to claim the No. 2 seed in the
upcoming Class 5A Area 15 tournament; meanwhile, the boys from Russellville fell to the Red
Devils 67-41 to fall to 0-4 in area play.

In the first game of the evening, the Lady Golden Tigers got off to a quick start, jumping up
on LCHS 8-0 in the first quarter. Russellville was able to maintain that advantage throughout
the first half, taking a 35-27 lead into the halftime break.

There were a lot of fouls in the first half, and that edge continued in the backend of the con-
test as the physicality turned to chippiness late in the game.

Russellville, which held a six-point, 43-37 lead going into the final eight minutes of play, con-
tinued to stave off Lady Red Devils runs, but the battle between the two rivals became heated
in the fourth quarter.

At the end of one play, two players tangled up with each other and emotions boiled over.
Pushing and shoving ensued, the floor had to be cleared of players and fans, and three tech-
nical fouls were issued—two to Russellville and one to Lawrence County—resulting in two
technical free throw attempts for LCHS.

Russellville senior Laila Hill, who was involved in the incident, also left the game; she fin-
ished with six points for the Lady Golden Tigers.

See, ‘RVL HOOPS,’ Page 13
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“The Central Board has approved a championship alignment model that applies only to post-season play. Its purpose is to expand oppor-
tunity and strengthen the overall championship experience for student-athletes across Alabama. All championships will be played together
at our championship venues,” Harmon added.

The public-private school split, or something approximating it, was rumored for weeks after the AHSAA delayed its reclassification an-
nouncement.

The split divisions for public and private schools also played a big role in the reclassification equation and region, area, and section align-
ment for the 2026-28 seasons. The alignments announced Friday apply to the sports of football, volleyball, flag football, cross country, and
swimming and diving. Alignments for winter and spring sports will be determined following completion of those championship seasons.

Class 7A has been eliminated and public schools will now compete in Classes 1A to 6A. For local schools in Franklin County, this has
brought about some big changes: Red Bay and Belgreen both dropped down from Class 2A to 1A, and Phil Campbell dropped from 3A to
2A. Russellville (5A), Tharptown (2A), and Vina (1A) stayed put.

“Classification is based on Average Daily Membership (ADM) figures furnished by the State Department of Education for public schools
for grades 9 through 11 plus eighth-grade hold-back students. Member private schools report that same data directly to the AHSAA. This
accounting process was followed by AHSAA private school members, as well,” the AHSAA's press release stated.

According to enroliment numbers released by the AHSAA, Russellville will be the 10th smallest school in 5A, Phil Campbell among the
biggest schools in 2A, and Red Bay the biggest school in 1A.

In the new football alignment, Russellville will compete in 5A Region 7 which includes Muscle Shoals, Athens, Austin, Decatur, East Lime-
stone, Florence, and Hartselle. Six of those seven schools competed at the Class 6A or 7A levels last season.

Phil Campbell moves into 2A Region 7, which includes teams like Sheffield, Lexington, Colbert County, Winston County. Red Bay and
Belgreen, which is playing its first official varsity schedule next year, are in 1A Region 7.

Pilgrim’s Is Hiring !

Be Part of Feeding America!

Production wages from $17.50/hr up to $20.25/hr, with

incentive. (Additional $2/hr for Third Shift Differential)

Apply in person at our 2045 Hwy 44, Russellville,
or Apply online at pilgrimsusa.com!
Benefits include: Medical, Dental & Vision Insurance,
Advancement opportunities, 401K Retirement,
,j’ Paid Holidaysand Vacations.

*P/iigrin?s Y,

EOE-AA-F-M-V-D

Have a tip or sports story idea? Want to share your local sports
photos? Email sports editor Kadin Pounders at
franklinfreepress.sports@gmail.com or
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.


mailto:franklinfreepress.sports@gmail.com

‘RUL HOOPS, from Page 11

Play eventually continued and the Lady Golden Tigers, who led
the entire game, were able to put the hosts away with nine points
to spare. The result improved RHS to 2-2 in area play, gave the
Lady Golden Tigers the season sweep over Lawrence County, and
clinched the team the two-seed for the area tournament, meaning
the Lady Golden Tigers will host the Lady Red Devils again in the
tourney semifinal.

Junior guard Ella Copeland, coming off a career-high 38 points
in the Lady Golden Tigers’ previous game against Florence,
scored a game-high 28 points against Lawrence County. Angeleah
Smith also hit double figures for RHS with 11 points.

The win improved the Lady Golden Tigers to 13-11 overall. Their
next game will be played at home against Haleyville on Thursday,
January 29.

In the nightcap game between the Russellville and Lawrence
County boys, the Golden Tigers fell behind by double digits early
and could not recover.

The hosts stormed out to a 17-3 lead by the end of the first and
held a 36-17 advantage at the intermission.

In the second half, Lawrence County continued to extend its lead
over the Golden Tigers, ultimately winning by 23 points. The defeat
dropped RHS to 4-18 overall this season.

Sir Williams was Russellville’s top scorer in the loss with 12
points.

e rRUSSELLVILLE
l HOSPITAL

Welcomes
Dr. Amy Traylor to Our Team!

Family Medicine
& Comprehensive

'&[)r. Amy Health
LLc:\\ [\ @l (e for the entive family

Monday
Tuesday
Thursday

Suite B-1
256.331.2700

8-5

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

The Franklin County Commission is accepting applica-
tions for the following position(s):

- Non-Cetrtified Real Property Appraiser,
Revenue Commission Office
- Corrections Officer/Dispatcher, Jail

Applications will be accepted in the Franklin County
Commission office
until positions are filled.

An application and job description may be picked up,
faxed or emailed upon request from
the Franklin County Commission Office, located at 405
N Jackson Avenue, Monday — Friday, 8:00
AM to 5:00 PM, by calling (256) 332-8852 or applica-
tions are available at www.franklincountyal.org
under the Careers tab.

Franklin County is an equal opportunity employer and
does not discriminate on the basis
of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age or dis-
ability in the employment or provision of services.

15225 Hwy 43 5]

i F ™
“The SE%ndard for fixed-income
g’ e [] 0
hv}n'g inRussellville *
INg 1n-

- X

4

T

Russellville
Housing Authority
Incorporated é\

256-332-1561 « 73 Flippen St

Have a tip or sports story idea? Want to share you local
sports photos? Email sports editor Kadin Pounders at
franklinfreepress.sports@gmail.com
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finish strong. The visitors held the Lady Eagles to just four points in
the final eight minutes, and they dropped 11 on the hosts to complete
the comeback victory.

In addition to Cason’s 15 points, Raeleigh Harrell also hit double
figures for the Lady Wildcats with 10 points.

The result improved the Tharptown girls’ record to 1-3 in Class 2A
Area 14 play.

In the ensuing boys’ game, Covenant Christian went up by 10 early
and expanded that lead as the game went on.

At halftime, the Wildcats trailed 47-21, and by the end of the game
the Eagles had put THS into a 35-point hole.

The defeat dropped THS to 0-4 in area competition.

Shoals Primary Care
welcomes

Dr. Zaman
Shah

to the practice
in Sheffield

Board certified in Internal Medicine,
Dr. Shah is an exceptional physician and
a close family member of Dr. Syed.

He will be continuing Dr. Syed’s legacy
of excellent and compassionate patient
care with Shoals Primary Care.

Monday-Thursday 8am - 5pm
Walk-ins are Welcome

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED
MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

SHOALS

PRIMARY CARE

342 Cox Boulevard
Shefhield
256-383-4473

shoalsprimarycarellc.com

361231-1

GENERAL NOTICE ANNOUNCEMENT
CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE

PATROL OFFICER - POLICE DEPARTMENT

DEFINITION OF JOB:

Patrols a designated sector of the city of Russellville and re-
sponds to complaints. Serves warrants and subpoenas and
testifies in court. Provides traffic control assistance. Per-
forms dispatching duties. Performs other police related
duties as required.

REQUIRED KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ABILITIES:
Knowledge of: the city buildings and street system of Rus-
sellville; city, state and federal laws; court procedures; de-
partment rules, regulations and procedures; maintenance
and use of weapons; radio codes, surveillance equipment

and legal procedures involved with illegal drug cases.

Ability to: operate a motor vehicle; read; safely fire a

weapon; communicate on telephone and radio; generate
written documents such as reports and tickets; bend, crouch;
stretch; stretch; walk; run; respond to emergency situations
on short notice when off-duty; and do the essential functions
of the job as directed in this description.
Willingness to: work overtime, irregular hours, weekends
and holidays; travel and attend seminars and workshops.

QUALIFICATIONS and SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS:
Possession of a high school diploma or GED
Minimum of 21 years of age
Must meet or exceed the minimum requirements established
by the State of Alabama Peace Officers Standards and Train-
ing Commission
Possession of a valid Alabama Drivers License
Possess the ability to obtain an Alabama Police Academy di-
ploma or its equivalent

THE CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTU-
NITY EMPLOYER. ALL QUALIFIED APPLICANTS WILL
RECEIVE CONSIDERATION WITHOUT REGARD TO
RACE, RELIGION, COLOR, SEX, NATIONAL ORIGIN, PO-
LITICAL AFFILIATION, DISABILITY, OR ANY OTHER NON-
MERIT FACTOR. THE CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE
ENCOURAGES APPLICATIONS FOR POSITIONS IN ALL
PROTECTIVE SERVICE DEPARTMENTS FROM WOMEN
IN AN ATTEMPT TO INCREASE THEIR REPRESENTATION
IS PROTECTIVE SERVICE DEPARTMENTS.

Pay Range is from $36,145.20 — 55,781.83.

Applications and copies of the Job Descriptions may be ob-
tained at the Russellville City Hall, Office of the Mayor, 304
North Jackson Avenue. Applications submitted to the Rus-
sellville Civil Service Board less than one year ago remain
active. Those individuals need not reapply in order to re-
ceive consideration for this appointment. Applications must
be returned no later than February 6, 2026 by U.S. Mail to:

The Russellville Civil Service Board
P. O. Box 308
Russellville, AL 35653

The appointees will be required to successfully complete a
physical examination including drug and alcohol screening
prior to employment.
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John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Although his two-year stint at Russellville didn’t end the way he wanted, Dustin Goodwin has no regrets about returning to Demopolis High
School to lead his alma mater’s varsity football program.

Goodwin’s last official day with Russellville City Schools was January 16th. The Demopolis City Schools Board of Education formally introduced
Goodwin as its new varsity football coach January 15th, also introducing former RHS varsity football coach Mark Heaton as the new Athletics and
Facilities Director for Demopolis City Schools the same day.

Goodwin was hired as Russellville High School varsity football coach in the spring of 2024 following the resignation of John Ritter. The Russell-
ville City Schools Board of Education then hired Goodwin as athletic director before the 2024 school year began.

Goodwin’s two year record leading the Golden Tigers was 14-9, 1-2 in playoff games. Russellville finished as 5A Region 7 runner-up in 2024
and 2025.

Any time a coach leaves for another job, it can be an uncertain time for players and assistant coaches, but Goodwin had a plan how he wanted
to handle the transition.

Goodwin wanted to personally let his players and coaches know about his decision to leave Russellville, but as news of his departure spread ac-
ross the community like wildfire earlier this month, it didn’t allow for the smooth closure sought by the young coach.

Russellville City Schools Superintendent of Education Tim Guinn said !

Goodwin told him he was leaving for the Demopolis job on Monday,
January 5th, the same week he accepted the Demopolis job, and that
Goodwin intended to use vacation days through his final day of employ-
ment, January 16th.

RCS Board members were also taken by surprise with the news their
football coach, who was hired at Russellville from a pool of applicants
that included some championship pedigrees, would be resigning effec-
tive immediately.

A knowledgeable source confirmed to the FFP that Goodwin gave
board members no indication he was considering another job until the
week of January 5th, after he received a verbal job offer from Demopolis.

Goodwin declined to provide specifics, but he takes issue with sugges-
tions that he didn’t inform RCS officials of his plans.

“I tried to give everyone a heads up administratively and | put a plan in
place to do this the right way,” Goodwin told the FFP. “But, obviously the
news got out faster than | would have liked for it to and | wanted my
players and coaches to hear it from me first. Unfortunately, some other
people had some other plans and, well, it is what it is. RANDI TERRY

“But | definitely wanted my coaches and kids to hear it from me though, ,
not from hearsay around town,” he added. ”IIIII

Goodwin returns to a program he graduated from in 2003, where he
earned All-State recognition in football and baseball. His father Doug

coached Demopolis for eight seasons, including a state championship in FRANKLIN FREE pREss

BELGREEN GIRLS BASKETBALL

2004.

In addition to his two years at Russellville, Goodwin served as varsity
head coach at Plainview and Chelsea High Schools. His composite
record as a head coach is 50-48.

Anticipating the Alabama High School Athletic Association’s reclassifica-
tion announcement on January 23rd, some have speculated Goodwin
wanted to leave before Russellville was placed into what could be a chal-
lenging 5A region that includes former rivals Muscle Shoals, Cullman, el
Decatur and others. But Goodwin reiterates he wasn’t looking to leave JANUARY 12-17 2026
and realignment isn’t a factor.

“This decision has nothing to do with realignment or whether Russell-

ville is placed in a more competitive region,” Goodwin said. “We've talked |IThe FFP Athlete of the Week for January 12-17 is
all along that all we can do is coach the best we can and maximize the Belgreen's Randi Terry. During the Franklin
ability of the players we’ve got and other things are out of our control. County Tournament Ter.ry was the Lady Bull

, -

“We believe in and love our kids at Russellville and we still do. And . N N - i
whoever they decide to take my place, everyone is replaceable. | hope dogs’ top scorer with 40 total points; she hit 8

they find someone who can build off some of the good we were able to three pointers and had 8 steals and 4 assists, as
do and fix some of the bad,” he added. well. In the tourney championship vs. PCHS, she

Goodwin moved to Demopolis at the end of his eighth grade year when |Ilscored 16 points and was named the tournament
his father took the reins of the varsity football program there. His ties MVP after helping BHS win its third straight

See ‘GOODWIN,’ Page 16 county title.
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there remain strong, as his wife Sara’s parents still call Demopolis home.

“I'm very connected to Demopolis. Of course my in-laws are here and we spend a
lot of time with them hunting and fishing,” Goodwin said. “And we will be able to do
things on a week night that we’'ve not been able to do with the exception of 3-4
times a year to this point. It’s the first time since 2013 we’ve had family in the same
town where I'm coaching and we’re really excited about that.” ,

Sara, a guidance counselor for Russellville City Schools, will join her husband in Wi
Demopolis later this spring and the family’s four children will eventually all be en-
rolled in Demopolis City Schools once the family’s Russellville house is sold and the
move can be finalized.

Things happen fast in coaching, as opportunities come and go rapidly, and un-
expectedly. But Goodwin believes he made the decision based on God'’s plan for
his family.

“This wasn’t something | had intentions of doing and it hasn’t been easy to leave.
Our kids were upset. Heck, | was too. | wish | could take every one of them with me,
players and coaches alike, but that’s just not the way this business works,” Goodwin
said.

“As time goes on, most of them understand and have reached out through texts to N -
offer some encouragement. The fact is | didn’t chase after this opportunity. If we :‘;‘;‘;‘E';)'::f;eg‘ﬂ':v::‘9:ns:hh:‘s’:dhe‘i;1f:::i':::'
planned to I.eave we never woqld have purchqsed a hpme in Rqssellwlle. a game in the 2024 season. (Courtesy photo)

“But | felt like God’s been calling me to do this for quite some time now. | really be-
lieve we were led to come home by God and this is a true Homecoming,” Goodwin said.

The varsity football coaching job was posted on the Russellville City Schools’ website after Goodwin met with his players and
coaches, Guinn said. Choosing not to comment on how Goodwin’s departure unfolded, Guinn is instead focused on moving forward
and finding the right fit in a new coach who wants to lead the Golden Tiger football program.

* We Match ABC State
Store Prices on All

Liquor!
(Excluding allocated bottles)

* Russellville’s Best
Selection of Wine,
Liquor & Beer!

* Cheapest Beer & Tobacco
Prices in Town!

* Large Selection of Premium Cigars
w/ Humidifier Box! *

LV

15385 Hwy 43

in Russellville : N NI YD) 4 >
(Across from Burger King) - il V) W . .

Mon.-Thurs. 9 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Fri. - Sat. 9a.m. - 12 a.m.
Sun. Closed



