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Baxter S buttonhook overpass approved if conditions are met

The NewsHoreer furnished FREE, because of the advertisers. Please let them know you appreciate it.
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MnDOT renderings of the buttonhook at the hlghway 210 and 371 |ntersect|on in Baxter

A $58 million reconstruc-
tion of the highways 210 and
371 intersection in Baxter is
bumpily moving forward.

The Baxter City Council
recently passed approval of
the design, in a backhanded
way, to require conditions
from MnDOT (See sidebar

for conditions). The extensive
redesign includes two bridges
and numerous roundabout
exits to go to local access
roads to businesses. City
council meetings have been
packed by citizens opposing
the project.

“If MnDOT meets the sev-

en conditions, the project
goes forward,” said Trevor
Walter, city of Baxter director
of public works. “MnDOT
has until Feb. 19 to respond to
Baxter’s proposed conditions.
The city of Baxter expects a
written answer from MnDOT
by February 19, 2026,” Wal-

email: hopper@crosbyironton.net
www.newshopper.net

ter said in an interview.

Eric Schiller of MnDOT,
project manager, stressed (in
avideo recorded by MnDOT)
that something must be done
for that intersection, which
suffers from a tremendously
high number of accidents
and has frequent traffic con-
gestion and backups. “Traffic
spikes to 60,000 vehicles per
day in the summer months,”
said Schiller.

The design is expected to
be finalized by 2027 with
construction in 2028. Design
Engineer Derek Schmidt of
WSB, explained that the in-
tersection rebuild is designed
to provide both local access
and keep traffic moving along
the two major highways. Two
bridges would be installed, at
Excelsior Road and at Hwy.
371, with numerous ramps
to access the local frontage
roads.

Schmidt talked about how
a shopper could travel from

Visit www.mlecmn.net or call 218-927-2191 for more information.

GET INVOLVED. HAVE YOUR SAY. MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

Apply to become a board member for Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative!

Candidate filing for MLEC director positions from Districts Three and Four is now open!

g

First Copy FREE, subsequent copies $1 per copy.

PRST STD
U.S. Postage
PAID
Brainerd, MN
ZIP CODE 56401
Permit No. 681

Costco to Fleet Farm on lo-
cal roads without having to
access Hwys. 210 or 371.
“Local traffic doesn’t need to
use 371 ever when going to
local businesses. There are
ways to get where you are
going instead of interacting
with the 40,000 vehicles on
371

Another piece of this com-
plicated project is they have
to pass over a railroad track,
which requires a high clear-
ance for the 371 bridge.

In response to public
feedback, MnDOT says it
changed the design details
before holding its November
3, 2025, public hearing.

“Thank you to everyone
who provided feedback to
us. We appreciate everything
that you have told us,” said
MnDOT on its website.

“The project team consid-
ered community feedback
and has made changes to

Continued on Page 4
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|CE|HOUSES
i
INVENT
SF ICE FISHING
SrTCKLEI&!
'SUPPLIES

IS Mackory CHAIR
‘:' w"$929 08

UNCLAIMED
FREIGHT NORTH

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9-5 ¢ Hwy. 210 West, Aitkin
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Stop in Today for a Quote on a
New Garage or Carport!
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ALL SIZES
NOW ON
SALE
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Contact us today to request your
FREE no-obligation web design demo!

StellarWebPros.com
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fakes Area's Top &
{andscape DESiglE:
MamlenanCE

Diet & Exercise May Not Be the Reason You Can’t Lose Weight

Schedule your first appointment by February 15, 2026 and receive a

FREE Consultation*

INTEGR ATIVE MEDICINE ¢ |[n Person or TeleHealth Access (online health consultation) ® Doctor-grade supplements delivered to your door
Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith ¢ 23 West Main Street, Crosby ® www.askdrsmith.com ¢ (218) 851-9626
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*Up to 15
Minutes

371 FURNITURE
& MATTRESS

16413 Highway 371, Brainerd, MN 56401 - 218-828-3020
www.371furniture.com
371sales@gmail.com - Hours: Monday - Saturday 9-5 and Sunday 11-4

2 Miles North of Baxter on 371.

Locally Owned and Operated

Buy It Today...
Have It Today!*

*on In Stock Items
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o OMMUNITYEVENTS Sy

January

31st - Justin Morneau Ice Fishing Classic 8 a.m - 1 p.m. Nitti's Hunters Point Resort on Mille Lacs Lake

31st - Brainerd Jaycees Ice Fishing Extravaganza at Hole in the Day Bay on Gull Lake. Over $4.5 mil-
lion donated to charity. A $3 million annual economic impact on the Brainerd Lakes Area. Thousands
of anglers. Endless excitement. Cash, trucks, top-tier gear, and unforgettable memories await.

February

2nd & 9th - Cribbage players wanted, 1 -2:30 p.m. at The Brainerd Center, 803 Kingwood St., Brainerd.

5th - 7th- Crosslake Winterfest Family Fun Zone - Three days of indoor and outdoor activities throughout
Crosslake for all ages to enjoy!

7th - Palisade Super Sledders Snowmobile Club Open House, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m., at the clubhouse.

7th - Palisade Mid-Winter Festival. Vendor Market, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., at the Palisade Community Center.

For more info call or text Debbie Weimer at 218-821-9985. Parade begins at noon.

9th - Lakes Area Unlimited Learning speakers Gary Griffin and Sandra Brueland, 1:30 p.m. at Heart-
wood Senior Living in Crosby. It's free for members and $10.00 for non-members.

10th - Whitetails Cuyuna Range Whitetails Meeting, 6:30 p.m., at the Deerwood American Legion. For
more info call Anne at 612-916-2459

12th - The Brainerd Lakes Area Parkinson’s Disease Support Group meeting, 1 p.m. at Lord of Life
Church, 6190 Fairview Drive, Baxter. Call (218) 829-4017 if you have questions.

12th - Bridges of Hope Hope on the Slopes at Mount Ski Gull. Admission for spectators is free. Team
check-in begins at 3:30pm, with races starting at 6:00 p.m. Proceeds from the event will support

Bridges of Hope’s programs.

16th - Cribbage players wanted, 1 -2:30 p.m. at The Brainerd Center, 803 Kingwood St., Brainerd.

18th - Cascade Church Cascade United Methodist Church Free Come and Eat Supper, 5:30 p.m. Call
218-534-3507 for a reservation. Cascade is located between Deerwood and Crosby at 22781 Black
Lake Road, Deerwood on Highway 6 and 210.

20th & 21st - Triple Fest Snow & Ice Drag Racing at Breezy Point Resort

Send your community events information to hopper@croshyironton.net

or send us a message via www.NewsHopper.net/contact/

Area Births, Open Houses, Engagements, Weddings &
Community Events are published FREE!
Send your community events information to hopper @ crosbyironton.net

AARP Taxaide free tax assistance

The AARP Taxaide pro-
gram for low to moderate
income taxpayers will open
by appointment only at the
Aitkin Public Library begin-
ning Thursday, Feb. 12 and
be open every Thursday until
April 9 from 10:00 a.m. until
2:00 p.m.

You must bring SS cards for
taxpayers and dependents,
picture ID, all tax return docu-
ments in printed form and last
year’s tax return. For married
filing joint returns, both tax-
payers must be present to sign

the return. AARP Tax-Aide
volunteers are not trained
in all areas of income taxes.
You may be advised to see a
paid preparer if your return
is out of scope or is too time
consuming.

Facilitated self assistance
(FSA), with a counselor to
assist the taxpayer using our
software and computers, is
available on Thursdays be-
ginning Feb. 12at 1:00 p.m.
by appointment only. (limited
to adjusted gross income of
$84,000).

We will also be available
at the following locations
and times:

Waukenabo Community
Center: Wednesday, March
25 from 9:00 a.m. t02:00 p.m.

McGregor Library: Tuesday,
March 31, Saturday, Mar. 28
and Saturday, April 4.

Beginning the last week
of January, taxpayers may
call (218)670-5588 for an
appointment for all locations.
Leave your name and phone
number and you will be
called for an appointment.

CONTRACTORS

Radtke Remodeling & Construction
Custom Built Homes e Remodeling e Garages
Pole Buildings e

New Additions e
General Contracting
Dean Radtke, Aitkin.

Hoppers Helper's

JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding,
Refinishing ® Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576
Check Me Out On Facebook

Insulation

Lic. #20108758

www.radtkeremodelingconstruction.com

218-678-3403 218-839-6103
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Ruttger’s Rockin’ Ice Bocce big prizes

Ruttger’s Bay Lake Resort,
located at 25039 Tame Fish
Lake Road in Deerwood, is
turning up the winter fun with
its popular Rockin’ Ice Boc-
ce tournament on Saturday,
February 14, from8 a.m.to 5
p-m. Games begin promptly
at9a.m.

This high-energy event
blends the strategy of bocce
with the icy excitement of
curling, creating a one-of-a-
kind competition that’s as fun
to watch as it is to play. The
tournament is open to co-ed
teams of four, with no more
than two males per team, and
will be run as an elimina-
tion-style tournament.

Competitive spirit meets
great rewards, as Ruttger’s
has announced an impressive
prize list:

e Ist Place - $500

e 2nd Place - $250

* 3rd Place - $100

e PLUS additional prizes

Adding to the excitement,
the top three teams will also
get to choose from exclusive
Ruttger’s experiences:

e Oktoberfest 2-night stay

* 4-person round of golf

* $50 resort gift card

First place gets first pick,
second place chooses next,
and third place still walks
away a winner.

Beyond the competition,
Rockin’ Ice Bocce promises

a full day of
s winter cele-
bration, in-
cluding ice
games, bon-
fires, food
and drinks,
music, and
plenty of
laughs—
making it a
perfect out-
ing for par-
ticipants and
spectators alike.

The team registration fee
is $100 per team. Teams can
sign up online, and those with
questions can call 218-678-
4666 or email rob.rathsack@
ruttgers.com.

You’ll love our five course
Sweetheart Supper

After a day on the ice, cou-
ples can cap off Valentine’s
Day with Ruttger’s Sweetheart
Supper, served from 5 to 8
p.m. at Ruby’s on the Lake.
Diners will be welcomed
with a complimentary glass
of champagne and treated
to a gourmet, five-course
experience.

The menu includes:

First Course (shared):
Grilled lamb and shrimp
with garlic-herb marinade
and blueberry habanero re-
duction.

Second Course (select
one): Winter berry & burrata
salad or short rib French on-
ion soup.

Third Course (shared): Dark
honey molasses bread with
honey cinnamon butter

Fourth Course: (select one)
Firecracker shrimp, or cof-
fee-chili rubbed ribeye, or a
shared surf n" turf featuring
ribeye and lobster tails.

Fifth Course (shared): Pis-
tachio honey baklava cake
with vanilla bean ice cream.

Reservations for the Sweet-
heart Supper are recom-
mended and can be made by
calling 218-678-4644.

Whether you're aiming for
the top prize, enjoying the
winter atmosphere, or finish-
ing the day with a romantic
dinner, Rockin’ Ice Bocce
at Ruttger’s Bay Lake Resort
promises a Valentine’s Day
to remember.

o EGALNOTICES o

(Published in NewsHopper

Saturday, Jan. 31,

Feb. 7 & 14, 2026)
LIBBY TOWNSHIP
BOARD MEETING
The Libby Township Board

will meet at 1:00 p.m. on Tues-
day, February 17, 2026 at the
Palisade Community Center.
Township supervisor Tom An-
derson may attend remotely
via phone or Zoom. The pur-
pose of this meeting shall be
to discuss and decide mat-
ters that may come before the
board.
Dated this 22nd day
of January, 2026
Jane Grimsbo Jewett, clerk
Libby Township
2.91

¢ Traditional, Graveside &
Memorial Funerals
¢ Cremation Service

* Pre-arrangement Plans

Koop Funeral Horme

32 East Main St., P.O. Box 7 ® Crosby, MN 56441
Mary & Nick Zillmer, Owners/Directors

Cuyuna Range & Surrounding

* Out-of-town Arrangements

Caring Service on the

Areas Since 1913

218-546-5531

(Published in NewsHopper
Saturday, Jan. 24 & 31, 2026)
SPENCER TOWNSHIP
MEETING SCHEDULE
FOR 2026

The Board of Spencer
Township will hold its: Regular
March monthly meetings on
the second Tuesday of each
month, Jan 13th, Feb 10th,
March 8th (at 1 p.m. Sunday
due to Annual Meeting on the
second Tuesday, the 10th),
April 14th, May 12th, June 9th,
July14th, Aug 11th, Sept 8th,
Oct 13th, Nov 10th, and Dec
8th at Spencer Town Hall at
5:30 p.m.

The Annual Meeting will be
held on Tuesday, March 10th
at 6 p.m.

Any special meetings such
as the Board of Appeal and
Equalization will be posted a
month ahead of the meeting
and published at least two
weeks before the meeting.

Dated January 13, 2026
Bonnie Ganz, Clerk
Spencer Township

4.3

Spread Your (Dessage
with an ad in the
NEwsHOPPER
hopper@croshyironton.net

Directors:

Sorensen-Root-Thompson

Funeral Home & Cremation Services
Aitkin, MN
218-927-2614

Jason Brezinsky
=Y Jerry Thompson * Tud Brezinsky

McGregor Funeral Home
& Cremation Services

www.srtfuneval.com

McGregor, MN
218-768-3136

=

Flammable « Caution « Warning  Danger « Poisonous « Toxic sExplosive «

Never dump household hazardous waste such as pesticides,
fertilizers, paint or solvents down the toilet, down the drain,
into a storm drain, open waterway or ditch.

Beyond posing a threat to our health and environment,
such dumping is illegal.

Poisonous « Toxic sExplosive ¢ Reactive  Flammable « Caution « Warning

Crow Wing County
Household Hazardous Waste Facility

OPEN p.m. Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
November Ist to April 30th

Automotive « Paint « Home Improvement « Workshop

Crafts « Lawn « Garden « Household Cleaners

Read the Warning Labels: A product has one or more hazardous properties, if it shows the
single words: Corrosive, Flammable, Caution, Warning, Danger, Poisonous, Toxic, Explosive or
Reactive. It does not become any less hazardous when you throw it away.

Please Note: The Household Hazardous Waste Facility
DOES NOT ACCEPT Florescent Light Bulbs, Business or Farm Hazardous Waste.

The Collection Site is at the Landfill

Nine Miles Southwest of Crosby
on Highway 210

For more information call
Crow Wing County Land Services at 218-824-1010.

Jague(] « SuruIep « UOIINE) ¢ JeTHIR]] « JAL)ILIY * AAISO[dX]

Service Directory

WEeBsITES

STELLAR WEB PROS Website, SEO & Digital Design
Agency in the Lakes Area - Offering high-quality,
budget-friendly websites for businesses and organi-
zations. Contact us for your FREE no-obligation site
design proposal today. StellarWebPros.com

* SHOUOSIO{ * JAGUR( « SUIUILA) « BOIINE) ¢ JqRWIWER]] « IAL)ICAY

L

¢ JIX0

SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES
5 lines for $20.00 per week

4 lines for $16.00 per week
3 lines for $12.00 per week
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AUTOMOBILES

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast
free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’
programs help veterans find
work or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-
1046. (mcn)

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or
SUV to assist the blind and
visually impaired. Arrange a
swift, nocost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous tax
credit for 2025. Call Heritage
for the Blind Today at 1-855
977-7030 today! (mcn)

EEl A1
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IN THE CLASSIFIEDS!

AUTOMOBILES HEALTH & MEDICAL MiscELLANEOUS .
\SCELLANEOUS L
CONT. Conr. CONT. E- 5

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduction!
Call Veteran Car Donations
at 1-888-429-2331 today!
mcn

HEALTH & MEDICAL

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dentall

insurance -NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility
with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information

kit! Call 844-716-2411. !mcn)

WATER & FIRE DAMAGE
RESTORATION. Our trusted
professionals will restore
your home to protect your
family and your home’s
value! Call 24/7: 1-833-879-
1480. Mold Remediation

NEED NEW FLOORING?
Call today to schedule a
FREE in-home estimate on
Carpeting & Flooring. Call
Today! 1-833-641-6323.
(mcn)

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?
Don’t Accept the insurance
company’s first offer. Many
injured parties are entitled
to cash settlements in the
$1000’s. Get a free evalua-
tion to see what your case
is really worth. 100% Free
Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-
879-1534. (mcn)

Prepare for power outages

Dental Information Kit with
all the details! 1-855-973-
9175 www.dental50plus.
com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

services are also available

today with a Generac Home

To Place An Ad Standby Generator. Act now
Call 218-821-1393 or to receive a FREE 5-Year
www.newshopper.net warranty with qualifying pur-

A GREAT place to live and work!

< Customer Service - Anticipating
needs and exceeding expectations

Over 50 Years of Values Based Care,
Serving the Aitkin Community:

Live at Aicota:

¢ Short Term Rehab/Recovery
¢ Long Term Living

* Assisted Living

* Respite Care

Work at Aicota:

¢ Nursing Assistant (free training)
* Social Wellness
* RN/LPN

AICOTA

HEALTH CARE CENTER

“ Attitude - Having fun and
working hard while giving
100% to our residents

+ Respect - Supporting and
understanding that we are
all unique and special

# Excellence - Emphasizing quality
and siriving to always be better
tomorrow than we are today

< Stewardship - Maximizing

precious resources and ensuring
we use them to their fullest

Aicota Health Care Center & Assisted Living
850 2nd Street NW « Aitkin, MN 56431
218.927.2164 » www.aicota.com

chase. Call 1-877-228-5789
today to schedule a free
quote. It’s not just a genera-

tor. It’s a power move. (mcn)

MisceLcANEOUS
CoONT.

NO MORE CLEANING
OUT GUTTERS. Guaran-
teed! LeafFilter is backed

by a no-clog guarantee and
lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-855-577-
1268 to schedule a FREE
inspection and no obligation
estimate. Plus get 75% off
installation and a bonus
$250 discount! Limited time
only. Restrictions apply, see
representative for warranty
and offer details. (mcn)

o EXTERIOR

ED
FKINSURE " « INTERIOR

FOR
* CAFREE_zam © STAINING
gSTIMA « LOG HOMES

H546-8180

—_—
SCH

. CA'ITLE COMPANY

Annual Bull Sale

February 15th - 1:00p.m. CST
Fennimore Livestock Exchange, Fennimore, Wi
& Online at www.dvauctions.com.

Selling
54 bulls, 20 bred females, 5 open
females Angus, Limousin, Lim-Flex

Your Source for
Quality Seedstock.
Call to get
a sale catalog.

Spring Creeks Cattle Company
Bob Mitchell and Sons
608-553-8070
www.springcreekscattle.com

Watch and bid on-line

DVAuction

www.dvauction.com

adno=464128

DaLe R. Morris, CPA

214 - 1st Ave. NW e Aitkin, MN
218-927-4270

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 am to 5 pm; or by appointment

MINNESOTA
NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network *'arwemw

OPENING FEBRUARY 13!

A MUSICAL FABLE OF BROAC

enlevlamulgynu‘

952.934.1525
ChanhassenDT.com

Chanhas
DINNER THEATRES

OVARIAN CANCER
after use of TALC products such as BABY
POWDER or SHOWER TO SHOWER,
you may be entitled to compensation.
Contact Charles Johnson 800/535-5727

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!

North  America’s
Comprehensive
Top-of-the-line

package

SAFE STEP

WE BUY HOUSES
#1 Walk-In Tub. for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
lifetime ~ warranty. Any condition. Easy three step

installation and
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
and  $1,600
limited time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

WANTED TO BUY

ser-  process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by

calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683
Classified Advertising

off for a

That is EASY

Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and secure a generous
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data
caps, no throttling. Prices starting at
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you
make the switch. Call 844/453-6983

The Minnesota Classified
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your
advertising dollar with
classified advertising that
reaches over TMILLION

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!

In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

) READERS
of 1.3 million readers!!! 612-332-8844 DON’T LET THE STAIRS B
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! = e&

Discover the ideal solution for anyone

; ; : ; ) Your newspaper
Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DYR who struggles on the stairs, is con representative can
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies, cerned about a fall or wants to provide complete
plus limited time up to $600 regain access to their entire home. details or you can call

Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

MNA: 612/332-8844

THE BATHROOM OF YOUR
DREAMS in as little as 1 day.
Limited Time Offer - $1000
off or No Payments and
No Interest for 18 months
for customers who qualify.
BCI Bath & Shower. Many
options available. Quality
materials & professional
installation. Senior & Military
Discounts Available. Call
Today! 1-833-618-1178.

BUY-
Zoll!

—

NEW AND USED SAFES
FOR SALE -

Safe repair and \
locked safes

opened e Heavy

and light duty @
gun safes and

vault doors on

hand e High

security safes for

gold and silve
320-360-5431

w52 /
GOT JUNK? CALL THE
JUNK REMOVAL EXPERTS
AT 218-833-9664 OR VISIT
US AT elitejunkprosmn.
com FREE ESTIMATES a9

L]

NewsHOPPER
Deadlines are Mondays at Noon

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers

with Legitimate Cash

Buyers Nationwide!

No Repairs. No Fuss.

+ Fair Cash Offer
* Quick Closing

LizBuys

ous

» No Realtor Fees

+ No House Repairs
» Simple Home Sale
+ Convenient Closing Date

Call (844) 978-0683

@ A-Z Pr*ecisio_n Pair@:

Anthony Zontelli
Owner/Operator

218-513-6787
zontelli3201@gmail.com

* Experience
e Quality
* Service

== &)

' =]

Painting and Property Services

Reasonable  Experienced ¢ Reliable

| Turner X

Son |

call for
a FREE
Quote

Full Service Snow Removal
Blowing Sidewalks and Drives ¢ Plowing
Snow Blowing * Roof Snow & Ice Removal
Tim Turner 218-866-2349
David Turner 651-242-4796

Serving the Lakes Area

Get on
the list
for Snow
Removal!

MUST BOOK BY 3/31

Grand Alaskan Cruise & Tour
12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299*
BASED ON JUL 8, 2026 DEPARTURE

« Marvel at Alaska’s natural beauty in Denali National Park
+ Visit Alaska’s the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center
« Cruise Glacier Bay and Wrangell St. Elias National Park
« Travel through the legendary Inside Passage

CALL US: 1-844-270-2455

*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov't fees.
Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with
transfers available for most major gateways.

© © © © 06 0 © 06 0 © 06 0 © © 0 © 0 0 © 0 0 © 0 0 0 0 0 © 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 00 0 00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 60 0 0 ©
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* NewsHorrer Classified Order Form Classified Rates AGd 2 photo for :
° .
Name ) o $12.00 per issue
° 75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum) °
® Address Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad. ®
° Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide printed maximum size) °
e Cily State Zip W ; ble due o iledibl i
o All ads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment. To Figure the Cost of Your Ad co‘:); :)er msg?:g%r:]sr:ctiag;grrghngfua(;ilo: %Ioees °
. Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it. Number of Words not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail °
. Rate per Word «  75¢ and web address counts as one word. °
° Additional Costs + Se“d NewsHOoPPER L
° Total Per Week to: PO Box 562 b
° Number of Weeks ~ x Ironton, MN 56455 o
° TOTAL COST OF AD www.NewsHopper.net ¢ hopper@crosbyironton.net L]
°
d — Thank you for your order! =
o VISA Please make check payable to the NEwsHOPPER e °
° °
° °
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Baxter’s buttonhook overpass | Continued from Page 1

A rendering visualiziné the view from the Fleet Farm parking lo

the design. We have re-
vised two existing access
points near Golf Course Dr.
and Fairview Rd. The revised
design includes updates to
trail locations and a trail fa-
cility on the Hwy. 371 bridge
crossing Hwy. 210 and the
railroad. The project layout
has been submitted to the
City of Baxter for municipal
consent with a public hearing
scheduled for November 3
[since been held].”

Business opposed

Baxter area businesses are
opposed to the design that
they say splits Baxter in two
and is over-engineered. They
are pushing for a simpler
design with a slower speed
limit to encourage travelers
to access local business.

Matt Killan, president of
Brainerd Lakes Chamber of
Commerce, published this
in a guest editorial:

“Local businesses are not
afraid of change. They're
afraid of vanishing. Owners
tell us they worry about cus-
tomers speeding by or never
finding them at all. Some fear
they will be forced to close
or relocate. Others wonder
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whether they can survive
two years of construction
followed by a design that
feels like a permanent detour.

“Yes, this intersection is
busy and complex. Summer
weekends can be frustrat-
ing. Population and tourism
growth are real. In many
ways, the buttonhook is
ingenious but it's over-engi-
neered and causes too much
collaeral damage. It splits
Baxter in two.

“Safer does not have to
mean more complicated.
Faster should not mean peo-
ple just pass us by. A simpler,
community-friendly design
with slower speed limits can
reduce crashes, clear up
confusion, and keep every-
day trips intuitive,” summed
up Killan.

It will be an interesting
couple of years when this
mega project is constructed
and it will impact everyone
in the area. MnDOT and the
city of Baxter will proceed to
try and reach a design agree-
ment for the Hwys. 210/371
intersection in Baxter.
Conditions before Baxter
City Council will approve

* P Pick up your BINGO card Mon.-Sat. 9-6
at our BAXTER, CROSSLAKE, or CROSBY Stores «

Follow us on Facebook to learn more.

t looking west.

the project:

e MnDOT shall moni-
tor traffic operations at the
Highway 210 east ramp
intersection as traffic vol-
umes increase toward the
2050 design year. If queuing,
spillback or other operational
deficiencies are identified
that adversely affect safety
or mainline operations, Mn-
DOT shall implement correc-
tive operational or geometric
improvements. MnDOT shall
ensure adequate right of way,
grading limits and geometric
flexibility are preserved with-
in the current project design
to accommodate future re-
configuration alternatives.

This came up as a potential
early issue in the interchange
design by the third-party re-
view the city commissioned
with the results presented
Jan. 6 by Joe DeVore, project
manager and traffic engineer
with KLJ Engineering.

e Following completion of
construction, MnDOT shall
conduct a speed study and
shall establish the posted
speed limit in strict accor-
dance with Minnesota Stat-
ute 169.14. The posted speed
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Thursdays 4PM-8PM

All You Can Eat** (Br@a/sted, Gﬁwkm

Your choice of white or dark meat.
Served with mashed potatoes & gravy,
seasonal vegetable,
coleslaw & a dinner roll $19

Fridays 5pM-8PM

All You Can Eat** (T()Sﬁ/ Cﬁ’y

Served with coleslaw, french fries,

Saturdays 4PM-8PM

seasonal vegetable & a dinner roll $21
(*No to go containers for reorders on AYCE specials**)

Qinter Hours: Thursdays 4-8 p.m.,
Fridays 11 a.m.-8p.m., Saturdays 8 a.m.-8p.m.,
& Sundays 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

ruttgersretail.com

The Garage (Winter Hours
Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Front Desk/ Lobby Shop/ Pool Hours
Sunday-Wednesday 7 am.-8 p.m.
~ . Thursday-Saturday 7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

Call 218-678-2885 to BOOK A FUN POOL PARTY
- for your kids, friends, or family celebrations.

.;«_;OZI

Bay Lake

SALON & SPA 4

at ?gﬁm

ndoor Pickleball Courts
Sunday-Wednesday 7 a.m.- 8 p.m.

Chef’s Choice
Dinner Special

Sundays 9AM-Noon

Crepe Bar

Crepe's filled with your choice o
Peach, Strawberry or
Blueberry compote. $4/each

Pool Punch Passes
available for purchase at
the Front Desk

[

Thursday-Saturday 7 a.m.- 10 p.m.
Call 218-678-2885 to reserve.

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

or by Appointment Call 218-678-4667
ruttgers.com/spa - 17455 Old Hwy. 6, Deerwood

limit shall be based on ob-
served operating speeds and
post-construction roadway
conditions and shall not au-
tomatically default to posted
speed limits assumed during
the project’s design phase
without supporting data and
formal documentation.

However, it does not limit
the speed to 55 mph through
the city as was previously
suggested. It also didn't say
anything on speed calming
design options like narrower
lane widths.

* MnDOT will coordinate
with affected businesses to
implement wayfinding sig-
nage through the Minnesota
Logo Sign Franchise Program.
MnDQOT shall ensure that sig-
nage is provided in locations,
quantities and timeframes
sufficient to minimize driver
confusion and backtrack-
ing associated with the in-
terchange, consistent with
applicable MnDOT policies
and state statutes.

However, businesses pre-
viously expressed concern
that policy usually limits the
signs to food, gas and lodging
businesses and that MNnDOT
limits where the signs go in
the corridor.

* MnDQOT shall coordinate
with the city to conduct
post-construction monitoring
of traffic operations and safe-
ty at the Clearwater Road and
Woida Road intersections. If
monitoring identifies safety,
operational or capacity defi-
ciencies that are reasonably
attributable to traffic redis-
tribution resulting from the
interchange project, MnDOT
shall evaluate and advance
appropriate improvements
in coordination with the city.

e Glory Road (west leg).
MnDOT shall collaborate
with the city to advance a
signal replacement project
at the Highway 371/Glory
Road intersection with spe-
cific attention to the west-
erly leg, recognizing antic-

www.NewsHopper.net

ipated interchange-related
traffic growth. MnDOT shall
complete an intersection
analysis to define required
improvements for the en-
tire intersection, including
appropriate lane configu-
rations and storage lengths
to accommodate observed
and projected traffic pattern
shifts. The replacement signal
shall be designed and imple-
mented within three years of
the interchange being open
to traffic.

However, the condition
does not specifically state
dual turn lanes previously
identified by the city and the
third-party review.

e Right-in only on south-
bound Highway 371 at De-
sign Road.

This was noted specifically
tied in to access to the new
clinic going in the former
Gander Mountain site.

* Maintain the three-quar-
ter intersection on Highway
210 at Golf Course Drive.

Crow Wing County Sheriff’s Office
assist federal agents in arrests

The Crow Wing County
Sheriff's Office assisted federal
agents with a warrant oper-
ation Monday morning at El
Potro Mexican Restaurant, an
action that drew swift attention
and questions from communi-
ty members.

According to a sheriff's of-
fice press release, deputies
were asked to assist a Home-
land Security Investigations
(HSI) team at about 11 a.m.
on Jan. 26 as federal agents
executed two arrest warrants
in downtown Brainerd. Four
individuals were taken into
custody without incident.

“The Sheriff's Office has
received several calls from
community members regard-
ing Immigration and Customs
Enforcement activity in the

AMERICAN RED CROSS +

BLOOD DRIVE

area,” the release stated. “At
this time, the Sheriff would
like to provide clarification
regarding the Sheriff's Office’s
involvement.”

Sheriff's officials empha-
sized that their role was lim-
ited to providing assistance
during the arrests at the request
of federal authorities. The
release also noted that the
sheriff's office does not have
information about where or
when Homeland Security may
conduct additional operations
elsewhere in the county or
the state.

“Those activities are man-
aged independently by Home-
land Security,” the statement
said. “The Sheriff's Office re-
mains committed to transpar-
ency and to serving the safety

Signup at www.redcrossblood.org

Sy, Rockin' Ice Bocce o

-
Ty

The day includes

Saturday,

February 14

8 a.m.-5p.m.

ice games, bonfires, food and drink, music,
and plenty of laughs.
Sign up here!
by Monday, February 9

For questions call 218-678-4666
or email: rob.rathsack@ruttgers.com

PRIZES - PRIZES - PRIZES!

1st place $500 - 2nd place $250 -3rd place $100
PLUS PRIZES The top 3 teams will ALSO get to pick from the following:
- Oktoberfest 2-Night Stay - 4-Person Round of Golf - $50 Resort Gift Card

needs of the community.”

The Crow Wing County
Jail has been housing federal
detainees for the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security,
a practice that has drawn
public interest amid height-
ened national attention on
immigration enforcement. Last
year, the Crow Wing County
Sheriff's Office signed a 287(g)
enforcement agreement with
Immigration and Customs En-
forcement, a federal program
that allows local law enforce-
ment agencies to collaborate
more closely with ICE on
certain immigration-related
functions.

No injuries were reported
during Monday’s operation,
and officials said the arrests
were carried out peacefully.

Thursday,
February 12

11a.m.-4p.m.

A fun
mbination
of bocce &
curling.

Games will begin at 9 a.m. sharp

Saturday,
February 14

5 p.m.-8 p.m.

Treat your sweetheart to a gourmet
meal at Ruby's on the Lake.

rReservation:

ecomme

ded 218-678-4644

One complimentary glass of champagne per person.

153 @3 (shared) Grilled Lamb & Shrimp

Garlic-herb marinade and house-made blueberry habanero reduction.

aiﬁ‘] (Select Two) ((,Q9mter (B(’J"l"y & (Burrata Saﬂad

Mixed greens, arugula, seasonal berries, toasted almonds, burrata cheese, mint

vinaigrette and balsamic glaze.

-OR- Short Rik French Onion Seup

(shared) Dark

served with honey cinnamon butter.

molasses bread

&) @0TB3 (Select Two or One Surf n’ Turf) (Twecradzer S FU’LW(P
Roasted red pepper risotto, wilted spinach, aged Parmesan and micro greens.
~OR- Coffiee-Chifi Rubbed Ribeye
16 oz. Braveheart Black Angus coffee-chili rubbed ribeye grilled to your liking, topped
with garlic herb compound butter, grilled asparagus and au gratin potatoes

-OR- Surf 0’ Cwrf(shared)
20 oz. Braveheart Black Angus coffee-chili rubbed ribeye grilled to your liking,
topped with garlic herb compound butter. Two 40z broiled lobster tails with
citrus herb butter, au gratin potatoes and asparagus for two.

J5th) (shared) Pistachic

Baklava Cake

Served with vanilla bean ice cream.

25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood
218-678-2885 - ruttgers.com
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