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* Mon & Wed - Thurs & Fri 10-5 « Saturday 10-4 .
Located directly across from Arnolds Park Amusement Park
O O . 248 Hwy. 71 * Arnolds Park e 332-8015 .

BEAUTIFUL [HINGS FOR YOU'

THE RICHES OF RIS LOVE AND
MERCY IS OFFERED TO ALL

_ I}Iggm ercy He has given us new birth into a living hope
ough the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the deadX¢and l

nto an inheritance that can never perish; spoil or fade. This
Inheritance Is kept In heaven for you .

REASONS
MORE PEOPLE
CHOOSE TO CALL 7
COMFORTEC! &

¢ Quality Products
¢ Free Estimates

e Workmanship 1 PEtEI’ 1 3&4 NIV
Guarantee
e Emergency 24/7
365 Service - Nemmas
* Up-front pricing Your #1 SERVICE & INSTALLATION Company!
before any job
* Gustomer Service FUﬁTSU
sou rorty OOMPORTES o
* Trained, Licensed HEATING, COOLING, & PLUMBING T
& Professional "Quality Service for Your Home Comfort Needs!

Technicians Serving Estherville, Spirit Lake & Surrounding Areas

888-362-2106 » comfortecphc.com

Valentines $75 per Couple

STEAKS, SEAFOOD & MORE

D %y D me@?f Reservations Required

SNAPPERS CAFE SN{;‘;Z?S?S_OSJ;'S;M

AT PARKS MARINA EVENTS@PARKSMARINA.COM

WINGS & TRIVIA

Mo
ngPa& WEDNESDAY

75 GENT WINGS SERVED ALL DAY
B R n E D Bone-in or boneless!
Trivia at 5:30 PM every week
e H I c I( E N SMASH THURSDAYS

SMASH BURGER WITH A SIDE

FISH

FRV-DAVS

TAILGATE MENU

ALL YOU CAN EAT FISH & CHIPS

8 0Z SIRLOIN (5 PM FRIDAYS) | §24 t \

T 0 serve you
SATURDAV'S

TAILGATE MENU u ntl l H E
10 0Z PRIME RIB (5 PM SATURDAYS) | $29

TVs always on!

(z{efawm.
IHHATERS

REEFSERVICE

BOGO FREE BLOODYS & MIMOSAS

THE BEST DAILY HAPPY HOUR!

1/2 PRICE DRINKS FROM 4-6 PM

24457 178TH STREET - SNAPPERSBO0JI.COM - (712)332-8293
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1 TO MAKE YOUR PICKS: '_'

)( G ET IN TI'I E GAM E Enter Online at LakesNewsShopper.com

with Or Enter in Pexson by circling your picks

& dropping this form at The Lakes News Shopper

rELAKES NEWS SHOPPER'S e

WINUP TO $100 IN CASH & GIFT CARDS!
There will be THREE Prizes Awarded!

;ENGE Picksjare BroughtitoYouby:

" FIND US ON FACEBOOK TO STAY .
(\ UP TO DATE ON ALL ACTIVITIES!
ML,QCL(

THE PLAY WITH
'S PURPOSE PLACE

Okobhoji’s ONLY TV » TELEPHONE « INTERNET
Locally Owned supermarket! RESEARCH -+ STRATEGY : DESIGN - WEB DESIGN + PHOTOGRAPHY : SOCIAL MEDIA 855-722_3450 ® 712-338_4967 ® milfordcomm°net

906 Okoboji Ave, Milford

Winner of the Coin Toss: First team to score a First team to score a field
Seahawks or Patriots | " touchdown: Seahawks or Patriots ™ goal Seahawks or Patnots

v www.Bo.uDoons.com
“ 0 0@

EMPLOYEE OWNED

/ COMMUNICATIONS BOJI DOORS
Make all your BIG DAY plans epic this year Looking Ahead Sales - Service - Installation

‘ RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL GARAGE DOORS
H - (]
‘ with Hy-Vee! 712.330.9806

INTERNET ¢ TV « PHONE ¢ IT SUPPORT
1500 18" Street * Spirit Lake bojidoorslic@gmail.com UMM umary

= 2310 22'° STREET ( )

712-336-4900 800-741-8351 « www.mypremieronline.com j SPIRIT LAKE, IA LiftMaster ‘Wp
www.hy-vee.com Residential, Commercial, & Industrial Garage Doors

- o . - < = e

Team with the most rushmg £377 % Team with the most passing P Team with the most turnovers: =300 Team with the longest touchdown:
- yards. Seahawks or Patnots N\ ~ yards: Seahawks or Patnots — > v Seahawks or Patnots _#8 — Seahawks or Patriots ﬂ

/
jslu p*}b v

the

Bedell Family YMCA
712-336-9622

www.okbojiymca.com

Winner of the Game:
Seahawks or Patriots

J,-' - = S
HunterDouglas €%

CUSTOM CRAFTED
WINDOW FASHIONS

ity Lie

J FREE Motorized Wand
with the purchase of
{ | HunterDouglas %
¢l Sonnette Shades!
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" ocay o proouce AT N i EAREWVAY FI k’ ‘CE

4 Delivered to Your ,» Mo=m= | ¥ iy A " o - A

p Home or Workplace! e (7 N % o =y , -t R
' £ dife Jeic ¢avi gl HARDWARE |
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BIC GAME z

409 Central Ave.
Estherville » 712-362-3745
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Spirit Lake ¢ 712-336-3373
1 block off Hwy. 71, across from Ferguson's Landscape

K Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.
,7111/’ - " ‘;‘- Sat. 7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. ¢ Sun. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Residential New Construction & Remodeling
@ WWW IChomESIowa Com . . Sat. 7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. * Sun. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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‘< Wmnmg call of coin toss' =g National Anthem: Over1l5 o First team to have a penalty: Sam Darnold touchdowns'
) I-Ieads or Talls seconds or Under 115 seconds ~ ™ e Seahawks or Patriots - 201 over OR Under 2

)2 rear Locations: QIS i - mmﬁma"
—— Tobacco ‘ | SUPER SUNDAY FUNDAY

Lakes Auto Care  Milford Auto Care Sho TAILGATE PARTY!
1 hehind the Grost Lakes Ml ot o sumhine Fods Bring your Favorite Dish to Share!
Call 712-336-2198 Call 712-338-6198 SUNDAY, FEB. 8TH @ 4PM

or Book Online at or Book Online at
www.lakesautosport.com www.milfordautocareia.com

Open 7 Days a Week
Hwy. 71 South * Arnolds Park e 712-332-2915 @mz= [I] %

Drake May touchdowns: - Jaxon Smith-Njiba receiving yards: Who’ll have more passing yards: How many total field goals will -

2 or over OR Under 2 ~ ” 50 or over OR under 50 \ ~ Darnold or May \ there be? 3 or more OR under 3 =
RVIGE MARINE DEALER JLocaly
Opera'ted

BROKERAGE

= _
o CI,, SN - SERVICE
GEL COAT REPAIR

BOJI BOAT' ™ 06

[]N SUMEBS MonS:yE-Ig;iday ‘A Sgé’:%’f%‘\z&l?vs 5

s Lumber Company 7am-5pm
Since 1906
Spirit Lake Spencer Lake Park

=4 IRNOLDS PARK )
——BROKERS— _ BAYER  AZEK
hojiboatbrokers.com find us on TONS OF NEW FOOD ITEMS & DAILY SPECIALS! - MARVIN u e
G E R KI N [recomene] er ec SERVING YOU
112-330-315¢ - NEW LOCATION COMING SPRING 2026! 228 NORTH HWY. 71, ARNOLDS PARK - 712-332-6062 @D RN w ey [N R e (BRSO B cioes o e

Who will have more penalty .3 (4 {4 Who will have more turnovers? Who will have more sacks? Who will have more punting
” yards? Seahawks or Patriots "Wl . Seahawks or Patriots ~ ' Seahawks or Patriots ~ ” yards? Seahawks or Patriots
AUSTIN HEUCK

Frl & sal “Igllts 712-346-3330 austinheuck@gmail.com

PUB 19 WINTER HOURS SERVICES:
Closed Mon.-Wed. & Home improvements

Thurs.: 11am-7:45pm & Finish Carpentry

712-339-9669
Fri. & Sat.: 11am-8:45pm

Sun.: 11am-7:45pm & Doors 1511 18" St. Spirit Lake, IA

@ Wind Serving Spencer, Okoboji > \ (Inside the Great Lakes Mall)
Indows and surroundingareas! Ay H .
& And More! e ours: Mon-Sat 11am-9pm
Sun 1lam-8pm
F (] ° []
- Who will win the time of

thl Snoop Dogbeina Super 55 / \ Which team will score ﬁtst?
J possession? Seahawks or Patriots /3 s o Bowl Commercial? YesorNo ™ . Seahawks or Patriots
2 TIE BREAKERS: Total Super Ball Half Time Score: AND: Total Super Ball Final Score:
4 Name: Town: Phone Number: Email :

One entry per person. The winner will be whoever chooses the most correct plcks For rules go to: LakesNewsShopper com

e o e L] ik TR NG AR P 2

~AH

+«{ Manachl
2 Bar & Grill

® HANDYMAN °

BAR!& GRILL

A0
PUB]?9

¢

Qk OBO N
Hwy. 86 » West Lake Okoboji
712-332-8142 » www. publ9barandgrlll com

Which team will score last?
Seahawks or Patriots
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Birthday Announcement

Mary Ellen Inbody will celebrate her 92nd birthday on Feb-
ruary 6, 2026. Her family would like to honor her with a card
shower. Your warm wishes can reach Mary Ellen at Accura
Health Care of Milford, 1600 13th Street, Room 212, Milford,
Towa 51351.

NEW MONTH, @i g7 —
NEW DEALS, VC&H

NEW SET OF WHEELS!

GOLF CART | AUTO

2018 Yamaha Drive2, gas
SPECIAL  2tochoose from

2016 Yamaha G29 EFl, gas
SPECIAL 2tochoose from

FEBRUARY FEBRUARY
pricel 3,790 | pricer 3,350

| Call us now for your 2026 seasonal rental! |
-Seasonal Rentals -Weekly and Weekend Rentals

<”& S\ NEW and USED GOLF CARTS
H Sales and Service

GOLF CART | AUTO 712 332 1370

crcartsauto.com
309 Okoboiji Ave., Milford south end of Milford

Karndean

KENTWOOD FLOORS ADURA

Katy Lynn
Boutique

-
Arrival 3 ‘
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Designflooring MOHAWK

b AW vanninGTON.

OMAX

Arnolds Park et

WINNERS in the 2026 Winter Games Bridge Tournament, held
Friday, January 23, at St. Joseph Catholic Church, in Milford,
were, left to right, Lois Koelder, high, and Susan Reiser, low.
(Photo courtesy Denise Cole)

katylynnhoutique.com

14K 1ct Natural
Diamond Solitaire Ring
Special Price )
$8,595 14K Diamond

Stud Earrings
Available in Lab or Natural Diamond

Starting at $445

Gold Plated Mother

of Pearl Heart Bracelet
$59

= |

BECAUSE LOVE DESERVES AN ESCAPE.

WITH ANY PURCHASE OF $1,999 OR MORE,
E 3

NOY A FREE LUXURY TRIP

Largest Showroom in

'I204 4 Avenue, Spencer
NW lowa & SW Minnesota |

Just East of Wal-Mart

712-580-4400

www.mrbflooring.com
Mon.-Fri. 8:30am to 6pm,
Sat. 9am to 3pm, Closed Sun.

' New Builds * Remodels
Professional Installation
Free Estimates!

Support \V/////
ﬁ% 1 LAKES NEWS SHOPPER

Advertising Famlly of Merchants,

G, EME HUNTIN

 SONY SALE

| Bag These Big Game Trophles \ \

for Your Living Room Wall!
(Just in time for the BIG GAME!)

BRAVlAs‘n

: N
apeVY

2~y

v
/////%J///////L A

4K Ultra HD LED Smart TV, Triluminous Display, WiFi HDR
(High'Dynamic'Noise'Reduction)|MotionFlow XR, Netfllx, Youtube and
more! Bluetooth Audlo,Chro m ecast.Seeourwebsﬂe for further details!

Don’t letiyour.opportunityiforiyour prizeislip.away!
Mount your trophy.oniyouriwall'with'help'from SONY®
Bl o

L | |
l‘“ SONY*_ BRAVIAB SONY |\ BRAVIA31 !

)

SALE

$2199% sSONY ... 379995 SONY

REG. $2599.95 K77XR80 REG.$1309.95  K79S30

0% Interest Financing available.
Delivery & Set Up Services
Custom Installation Services Available!
Warranty Service Center!

C AREY’ S 12-262-2638

1-800-435-2638
220 GRAND AVE

SPENCER, IA 51301 E LE CTR ON I CS

WWW.CAREYS-ELECTRONICS.COM * FIND US ON FACEBOOK!' £}



http://www.mrbfl

THE LAKES NEWS SHOPPER

Tuesday, February 3, 2026

Page 4

3. Tag a friend!

Love Local Contest Details gy 3

To Enter the Drawing, LNS Readers & Online Followers Must:

1. Follow the participating businesses 2. Gomment on The LNS Facebook Page by

under the “LNS Love Local” header(s) Thurs., Feb 5" at 5pm with your top choice

on their social media business pages. for a gift certificate from a participating

business for a chance to win!

A random drawing will be held on Feb. 6" to determine winners of this weeks gift certificates.
Stay tuned for week two of The LNS Love Local Promotion!

Give Her: the Gift of the Hal Eﬂect

éwﬂ/ﬂ/%%éﬂg /

%{Mo-—

- Spa or Gel Manicure

- GelX Manicure

- Builder Gel Manicure
S - Lash Lift § Tint

il - Lash Extensions
Classic, Hyrbid, Volume

to Schedule
an Appointment!

712-338-2887
2230 33" Street

ot ] b

theglamroombyhal.square.site

H1

HOLLAND HOUSE

PRETTY, POURKD *

RB

ROOTED BOUTIQUE

FOLISHED

GCALENTINES NIGHT OUT WITH
NO FILTER AESTHETICS

THURSDAY, FEB 5 | 4-7PN

SIP ESPRESSO MARTINIS, SHOP YOUR
FAVORITE LOOKS + HOME FINDS,
AND TREAT YOURSELF TO BEAUTY PERKS
YOU DESERVE.

-ESPRESSO MARTINIS + LIGHT BITES
-SHOPPING + IN STORE DISCOUNTS
-FREE CONSULTS
-BOTOX + LIP FLIPS
-15% OFF REVISION SKINCARE
802 LAKE ST SPIRIT LAKE

L4 3 45 4 7 8 Q:C" ‘r.“"rﬁ' ¢ @& &:
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LOUNGE AND GRILLE

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13
GALENTINE'S GIVEAWAYS « GAMES
Special on Galentine's Day Cocktails

Schoon Bros. | 7-11PM ;

Design your own Hat!

UPCOMING EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4 SUNDAY. FEERUARY 8

e Gt TAILGATE PARTY | 2PM
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6 Bring your Favorite Dish to Share!
KAROKE W/ JASON GRINNEN | 8PM

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7
MAX DE BOER | 8PM

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK
eSS AT S T 575 HWY 71 ¢ Arnolds Park, IA
712.337.6222

THE PEACOCK

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 14
: VALENTINE'S DAY

Paper Moon | 6PM

Steak for 2
Make your Reservations Today! F<§&

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17
FAT TUESDAY PARTY

HOURS: MON. - FRI. 4PM
SAT. 11AM | SUN. 2PM

FULL BAR | DINE IN | CARRY OUT | MENU ONLINE

1027 HWY 71, Okoboji | 712.332.9421 | tweetersokoboji.com [ (O)

Toee

\ \
WL
e

4! mrm %
Wa&u@fﬂ

Heart Boxes
arting at $14.

Shop Online 24/7 -« www.GoodiesCandies.com
Open 9-9, 7 Days a Week « Hwy 71 & 30th St

W Year, Give Yo' Ba@ the Love )

DERMATOLOGY, MEDICAL & &%
COSMETIC PROCEDURES S¢%

) 4
G
1 °
biote
Hormone Therapy

* Increase Energy * Balance Mood
+ Improve Your Sleep

Skip the Chocolates.
Give the Bombazi Experience.

Luxury Hair Care & Gift Cards for Valentine's Day

BOMBAZ

S A L
114 W. Broadway, Arnolds Park | 712.332.2092
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SHOP, DINE,
& ENJOY

A \\

W g Vi /
GREAT STYLES

FRIENDLY SMILES

e Cali Nails

e Carolyn’s
Hallmark

¢ El Mariachi Bar
& Grill

* Faust Institute of
Cosmetology

e Fashion Formula

* Hy-Vee Wine &
Spirits

¢ Interiors
e Lakes Auto Care

e The Look
Fashions

e MediaCom

* Spirit Lake Silver
& Gold

FASHION
FORMULM -~

FoLLow us: FI@
GREAT LAKES MALL | 712-336-3824 | OPEN MON SAT 9-5PM

* Spirit Spa

e Valvoline

SIZES PETITE-PLUS

* Wild Child

m&mt& toddl,er s tween

OPEN M\onday Saturday 10am-5:30pm

FALL IN 1OVE WITH FASHION AT
TUE LOOK FASHIONS.

LOVE YOUR
COMMUNITY

A‘A

Celebrate Love Your Community
event all month long—shop,
collect stamps, and earn exciting
rewards. Swing by in-store for all
the details!

:LOOKI

FASHIONS =

GREAT LAKES MALL, SPIRIT LAKE
OPEN MON-SAT 10-5:30

FoLLow us: f30)

PAYING CASH!

OLD JEWELRY IS EASY MONEY!
%7 p e =1 -/}

Great Lakes Mall
Spirit Lake ¢ 712-336-5405

Wouldn't you rather say it came from Spirit Lake Silver & Gold!
www.spiritlakesilverandgold.com

SURIEINIS
UPGRADE

L

* sleekly designed
« 700 fabric choices
« 3 finish options

INTERL: ‘RS [sveavoivs
SEASONAL DECOR

FURN'TURE & HOME BATH « BEDDING ¢ KITCHEN

Great Lakes Mall « Spirit Lake * 712.336.1000 « Mon.-Sat. 10am-5pm » www.interiorsiowa.com @

Say “Yes’ to Forever !

At Spirit Lake Silver and Gold, you’ll find engagement rings designed to
reflect your love, with expert support to help you choose with confidence.

FOLLOW US!
@spiritlakesilverandgold

GREAT LAKES MALL| 712-336-5405| SPIRITLAKESILVERANDGOLD.COM
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WEALTH GROUP

Feb. 12™ « BINGO 6-8
Card sales begin at 5:30

Midwest Wealth Management Announces
Rebranding to Midwest Wealth Group

MEAL PROVIDED Midwest Wealth Group to Elevate Client Services with Expanded
BY VFW AUXILIARY Resources and Enhanced Financial Solutions

FOR IUST As 2026 gets underway, Midwest Wealth Management is

excited to announce a significant evolution in its brand identity

$ 7 00 ' and service capabilities. Effective immediately, Midwest Wealth

- - Management will operate as Midwest Wealth Group, reflecting

g the organization’s expanded range of financial services and

Sp1r1t Lake VEW 914 Lake Street | dedicationto guiding clients confidently through their financial

journeys.

This rebrand coincides with a strategic new partnership with
Raymond James, granting Midwest Wealth Group access to ad-
vanced tools, in-depth research, and a broader array of resources
designed to help clients pursue their long-term financial goals
more effectively.

Alongside its new name a newly designed website, Midwest-
WealthGroup.com (formerly PlanWisely.com) will provide an
improved digital experience and more accessible clientresources.
Client communications will also transition to updated email
addresses ending in @midwestwealthgroup.com.

Despite these exciting changes, Midwest Wealth Group
remains steadfast in its commitment to personalized service.
Clients will continue working with the trusted team they know,
dedicated to putting their best interests at the forefront of every
financial decision.

“We are thrilled to embark on this new chapter as Midwest
Wealth Group,” said Brittany Koch, VP Wealth Management.
“Our partnership with Raymond James and enhanced service
offerings position us to serve our clients better than ever before.
We look forward to supporting their financial success for years
to come.”

Through comprehensive financial planning and wealthmanagement
services, Midwest Wealth Group helps individuals and families with
their financial aspirations, striving to provide confidence and clarity.

Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services,
Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. Securities are not insured by any finan-
cial institution insurance, the FDIC/INCUA or any other government
agency, are not deposits or obligations of the financial institution, are
not guaranteed by the financial institution, and are subject to risks,

BINGO profits support local scholarships & youth programs.

Milford Kiwanis meets every Tues. at 7am at the Milford Community Center.

d*es G0 s G0 s

LS PUEBLBY

Winter Happy Hour Special
Mon-Thur 2-6pm &%

HALF OFF

OPEN: including the possible loss of principal. Investment advisory services
offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc.
Sundag Thursdag Bank Midwest and Midwest Wealth Management are not a registered
11am_8pm broker/dealer and is independent of Raymond James.
For more information, please visit www.MidwestWealthGroup.
Fr]dag & Saturdag com or contact: Bank Midwest Marketing marketing@bankmidwest.
com 712.336.0505
{lam-9pm

4

| _—

Hwy. 71, Arnolds Park
332-7315

100’

WHOLE WHITE
MEAT TENDERS

» PILIA OF
THE MONT

"~ 2 MEDIUM
_ PIZZAS
ror °22.00

Some restrictions may apply. Price subject to change without notice.
Not valid with any other offers. Limit 1 per transaction.

" 8-PIECE
CHICKEN BOX

ror*14.00 |

RANCHSTICKS |
ror °6,00 {

Some restrictions may apply. Price subject to change without notice.
Not valid with any other offers. Limit 1 per transaction.

Some restrictions may apply. Price subject to change without notice.
Not valid with any other offers. Limit 1 per transaction.

DINE IN * TO GO - DELIVERY o—1_ Hwys. 9& 71 * Spirit Lake Oﬁﬁl\m

(Limited Area) 71 2_ 336_1 41 9 ONil/NE H @

WWW.PIZZARANCH.COM

American Legion
OMELET FEED
February's

Freewilll Offeringjwithjalll proceeds)going)to
supporitiouryVeteransy iegion)and| Boy/ Scouts;

Come)SupportiouriVeterans!
JAMERICAN|*EGION|POST§# 384

Hwy: 71 & Milford; IA

Our Next

Omelet Feed is
March 8th

— ARNOLDS PARK
YOUR CONVENIENCE STORE FOR EVERYTHING YOU NEED - QUICK!

Locally
owned and
Operated

200z. fountain drink for $4.99 E

—

, Tuesday: Mini tacos and 7
200z. fountain drink for $3.99 =
— NN g
N Wednesday: 6 wings for
P — A

& for $5.99

~ Friday: Buy any sandwich and get
FREE 200z. fountain drink =
BEER - WINE < LIQUOR -

Your Only Lakes Renewable Fuel Stop!

Unleaded e Super Unleaded ¢ Premium e Diesel e E-15 ¢ E-30 ¢ E-50 ¢ E-85
228 NORTH HWY. 71, ARNOLDS PARK » 712-332-6062

——‘_~—"

FOOD - ICE - FIREWOOD

Winter Hours
6:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.
Every Day

Premium
Fuel!

ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ}

\ ]
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ARNOLDS PARK'

'AMUSEMENT PARK g
Lake Okoboji

SUMMER
CONCERT SERIES

PEARCE

WITH SPECIAL GUEST

SARA
EVANS

WITH SPECIAL GUEST

JASON GRAY

COOPER
ALAN

WITH SPECIAL GUEST

CHASE MCDANIEL
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BREAKFAST FUNDRAISER -ZF- SUNDAYS . 10:00 A MM
FAITH

JOIN US THE THIRD SUNDAY s
St. Alban S

The Reverend Carolyn Tuttle, Rector by John Adams, Jr.

OF EVERY MONTH! Live St ; ;
T onk o wph ou” our Faceboo COMMUNITY Cyclones Bounce Back from Mid-January Slide
S U N DAY, F E BRUARY 1 5TH CH u RCH lowa State had its best start ever, winning 16 straight games
SAM-12:30PM Pancakes 12 noon at Javis Grill, Lake St., Spirit Lake WORSHIP WITH US! Z‘E?f;?ffg‘;glgp’iizdiﬁ‘lgf_%gbg;g;‘;fj;‘;‘;rsyt iﬁ;ﬂs;hseztsf,‘;‘g‘g 12(11_’

Feh. 18: Ash Wednesday - 5 pm service

Email: office@stalbansepiscopalchurch.org coﬂ:ee & Fellowship teams struggle in Phog Allen Field House and Iowa State was

. facing a very desperate Kansas team who had fallen out of the

Before & After the Service rankings and was just 1-2 in the Big 12 Conference at the time

Rev. Dr. Jennifer Hesebeck, Pastor (they have now won five in a row and are 6-2). The Cyclones’

805 Okohoiji Avenue * Milford, 1A next game, however, caused many to question if this team was

' as good as their #2 ranking and if they were hitting their usual

late-season slide where they look wore down from how hard

they practice and play, as Iowa State lost 79-70 at Cincinnati

to a very mediocre Bearcat team. The Cyclones looked listless

and a step-slow in both defeats, and had their script of success,

forcing turnovers and scoring points off those turnovers, flipped

on them in both games as they forced just 13 total turnovers in
the two losses.

Fast forward two weeks and it appears that those two losses
served as a nice mid-January wake-up call for the Cyclones.
Iowa State has won four games in a row by an average score of
90.8-64. Now, it certainly has helped that the schedule got a bit
easier but included in those wins are probable NCAA Tourna-

Biscuits & Gravy, Scrambled Eggs,
Pancakes and Bloody Mary Bar.

Website: stalbansepiscopalchurch.org

The Episcopal presence in the lowa Great Lakes Area
23" & Zenith Ave. ® Spirit Lake ¢ 712-336-1117

through our Facebook Page c%s
Feh. 17: Shrove Tuesday - 11 am service ﬁ%

712.338.4642 « www.faithcommunitymilford.com

Exeelsior United % %%:%%%%’%ﬁ‘%%%ﬁ
Methodist Church

_ Deep Roots - Strong Faith

SUNDAY - 10:30 AM ¥ len Field House. That game didn’t raise a lot of flags as many

7 R A

Join Us...

Two WORSHIP SERVICES
TO CHOOSE FROM

Saturdays at 6:00P m ment teams UCF and Oklahoma State (on the road). Iowa State’s
latest win came on Sunday, when they demolished Kansas State
Wor. ShlIO & Fi e//OWShlP Sundays at 9:00am in Bramlage Coliseum 95-61 exactly one year ago when in a

similar situation of records, Kansas State came into Ames and
upset lowa State. The Cyclones were definitely not going to let
that happen, as they jumped on the Wildcats early and never let
up, taking a 50-21 lead into halftime. Kansas State came out
with a 10-4 run to start the second half, but a TJ Otzelberger
timeout squished that run as Iowa State answered with an 11-0
run to blow the game wide open again. The most impressive stat
from Sunday’s blowout win is that the Cyclones had 28 assists
on 33 of their field goals, just an amazing number that shows

Sunday at 9:00 am

Rev. Dr. Jennifer Hesebeck -
2005 150th Ave, Milford * 712.330.7149 _f

try Chair Yoga with Sue DeBord -
. Tuesdays at 10:00am

v T
calvarylovesall.com

C A LQ?A\ RY 679 W. Okoboji GroveRd., | 1,1y, unselfish this team plays. Balance is key for this Iowa State
= Arnolds Park team, and that showed again on Sunday with five players scor-

o United Methodist Church ——712-332-2447 ing in double figures: Joshua Jefferson (19), Milan Momcilovic
Yagtadsloieiuivall, Finduson 3| (13 Tamin Lipsey (16), Killyan Toure (13) and Nate Heise (11).

Lipsey added nine assists while Jefferson added eight rebounds
and Momcilovic continued his torrid 3-point shooting, hitting
' 5/9. The junior from Pewaukee, WI, leads the nation in 3-point

Da nce In shooting at an astounding 54 %, hitting 88/163.
Iowa State enters their bye week at 20-2 and 7-2 in the Big
B r\ewster 12, and as we go to press a #8 ranking, I am guessing that jumps
aspot or two later on Monday. The Big 12 is the best conference
Steve Lang and Bobby will in college basketball, with the B1G not too far behind, and the
be providing music for the schedule after next week becomes an absolute beast for lowa
dance on Saturday, February State, as they will host #14 Kansas on February 14, #10 Houston
14th, at the Brewster Legion, on February 16th, go to #13 BYU on February 21st, host #11
7-10:30. Great music and Texas Tech on February 28th and then travel to #1 Arizona on
dancing so come and enjoy March 2nd. I'm not going to put the John Jinx on this year’s
the evening. Iowa State team and make any predictions on how far this year’s
team can go, let’s just say to buckle up, it’s going to be one fun

run, Cyclone fans!!

&0 TETeTEE

| Worship at the Rock — A Fresh Beginning
d on this rock I will build my church.” — Matthew16:

HARBOR OF JOY

LUTHERAN CHURCH LCM@

nchoredinthe Word 1204 LAve. Milford  712-338-2355

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP EVERY

} T SUNDAY AT 9:30 AM
FELLOWS F"P" OR ONLINE AT HARBOROFJOY.COM
9:30 AM
EDUCATION

9:45 AM

'WORSHIP
8:30 AM §
11:00 AM

"Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace
by those who make peace.”
- James 3:18

BLESSING BOX

41§ Have a bessmg LEAVE T ﬁ’

€€ a ESSIILS

IT
== Pbove all be BLESSED /—’

CUPBOARD LOCATED
ON SW CORNER
OF BUILDING.
ITEMS AVAILABLE 24/7

]OYKIDS Resumes Tomorrow, Feb. 4 @ 3:30PM

office@3cross.org (i) 712-338-4514 () www.3cross.org

You’re invited to experience Worship at the Rock,
a reimagined contemporary worship gathering at
Spirit Lake United Methodist Church.

Thoughtfully designed to be engaging, welcoming, and meaningful,
this new worship experience stays grounded in who we are —
loving God and neighbor, connecting with one another,

LAKES NEWS

Auction Calendar

lakesart.org | 712.332.7029

2201 HWY 71 N | Okoboji, IA 51355

PEARSON Winter Hours: SPONSORED BY:
- Tues., Feb. 3 - 10:30 AM- . . . . g
. THE ’
LAKES ART CENTER Tues-Sat: 10am-4pm NS LAKES NEWS SHOPPER 3 tract land auction in Dickinson serving our community, and growing in faith.
Thurs: 10am-9pm Co.,IA. Auctioneers: ZomerCom- | Whether you're searching, returning, or simply curious, Worship at the Rock

pany Land Management. 712-470-
2526. www.zomercompany.com.

Sat., Feb. 7 - 9:00 AM-
Coinauctionin Windom, MN. Auc-
tioneer: Gravley. 507-822-0403.
www.auctionsgo.com.

Thurs., Feb. 19 — 10:00 AM-
80 acres at auction in Royal, IA.
Auctioneers: Midwest Land Man-
agement. 712-262-3110. www.
midwestlandmanagement.com.

offers a space to connect hearts to God and to each other, encounter Christ in fresh ways,
and discover a community where you truly belong.

VISUAL ARTS

Grand Re-Opening: ‘*-_
Sunday, February 15" at 10:30an
Spirit Lake United Methodist Church®

PRI K s 51

Come As You Are. Come Be Connected.

Find Your Place at the Rock.

Spirit Lake
United Methodist

NEW Russian & Soviet Impressionism Collection
Through 5/31

Pearson Lakes Art Center Biennial Exhibition
Through 2/21

PERFORMING ARTS
6/9 & 6/10 | Hotel California

What is Disability? Mural Project
Through 2/28

1812 Gary Ave. Spirit Lake, 1A
712-336-3115 | spiritlakeumc.org
Call 712-332-7029 ;

A Salute to the Eagles | 7.30 PM | $40/$50 or visit lakesart.org fjfgc’:?e'du/e
MEMBERS ONLY PRESALE 2/3-2/9 to purchase and tickets.

presale tickets.

6/16 & 6/17 | The Texas Tenors
Country/Classical | 7:30 PM | $40/S50
MEMBERS ONLY PRESALE 2/10-2/16

6/23 | The Papa’s And Mama'’s
Mamas and Papas Tribute | 7:30 PM | $40/$50
MEMBERS ONLY PRESALE 2/17-2/23

EDUCATION CLASSES

STILL LIFE THURSDAYS- FLORALS
Open Studio

Feb. 5, Mar. 19, Apr. & May 21
10am-9pm, Come and Go | $10/$15

A presale code is required for
online orders, check your inbox
or call us and we'll be happy

Renew Your
to help. e ‘:n";'e‘,shw Membership
reat
Sales begin at 10am- St-?sl‘l or Become

One Today!

Lakes Area Activity/Senior Center
gﬁ)p in and see whadf we have o el

SCHEDULED PRESENTATIONS/EVENTS:

Tuesday, February 3, 12:30 PM — “Nature Center”: Danika’s theme this week will be “Animal Courtship”
Tuesday, February 10, 12:30 PM — DeNeitt — RSVP Coordinator

Tuesday, February 17, 12:30 PM — Mary Prentice — Topic: Medicare Updates

Tuesday, February 24 12:00 PM — Dickinson County Public Health will be providing free blood pressure checks

Thursdays - 11:00 AM - Taichi || UPCOMING BREAKFAST FUNDRAISER QT
Fridays - 9:50 AM - Chair Yoga|| Sunday, Feb. 15 - 8:30 AM-Noon |

please have credit card
information ready.

Register online or call 712-332-7029

CLOVERLEAF BASKET WEAVING
With Sandie Smith

Thursday, Feb. 26 | 5:30-7pm and
Saturday, Mar. 7| 10am-3pm | $55/$65 | Intermediate, 18+

Each month, florist, April Junge, of
Hometown Florals, will curate a unique
arrangement featuring distinctive blooms &%
and unusual vases—perfect for artists

of all styles. Bring your own supplies and
work in any medium you choose. Drop-ins
welcome. This is an open studio, self lead
class. All Levels, 16+

Join us to create a lucky handwoven treasure with

this two-part intermediate basket weaving workshop.
Featuring a distinctive cloverleaf design at the base, this
basket is perfect for St. Patrick’s Day or just because! With
guidance of instructor Sandie Smith, students will work
with round reeds to shape, form, and finish a unique basket
that highlights both skill and creativity. Register by Feb. 18

SIGN UP FOR FEBRUARY DINNER DATE MEALS!
Reserve your meal for next week A Gift Certificate for Dinner Date
Low Cost: *7-*10 Donation

SERVED

Meals is the Perfect Gift!

9 Monday 10 Tuesday 11 Wednesday
Date Night Cooking Class Create & Savor Cooking Class Winter Comfort Food Taco Pasta Shepherd's Pie Hot Beef, Gravy, Chicken Salad BBQ Pork
With Marisa Sidles of Rissy’s Dry Rubs and Seasonings With Marisa Sidles of Rissy’s Dry Rubs and Seasonings With Jay Norton of The Hen House V t bl F _t M h d [; t t ! B B
egetanie rul asned rotatoes un un
6pm | $160/$170 per Couple Saturdays | 6pm | $80/$90 $100/$110 per dinner | 6pm g .
Must register 3 days prior to each class. Registration required 3 days before each class. Registration required 2 days before each class. Frl"t Bread Vegetable Vegetable Vegetable
A little flour, a little wine and a lot of love, In this hands-on cooking class, Marisa Thursday, Feb. 19: Southern Cooking Bread FrUit & Bread FrUit FrUit

the perfect date night with Marisa!
Friday, Feb. 13: Buttery Lobster Ravioli
Friday, Mar. 13: A Night In Naples

Friday, Apr. 24: Summer Grilled Tri-Tip
with Salsa Verde

will guide you in preparing a delicious
decadent meal, glass of wine included!

Feb. 14: Buttery Lobster Ravioli
Mar. 14: A Night In Naples

Thursday, Mar. 12: Irish Country Supper

Join Chef Jay at the kitchen counter
for a small group experience of timeless
favorites! A glass of wine is served with
each dinner.

PLEASE CALL 712-336-5247 BY 1:00 PM FRIDAY TO RESERVE A MEAL FOR NEXT WEEK

’ Meals are available for those 60 and older
Dinners are provided by GARSTENSEN’S of Lake Park. BT e e P S e

MEAT & GROCERY

2101 Zenith Ave. ¢ Spirit Lake, IA * 712-336-5247



mailto:office@stalbansepiscopalchurch.org
http://www.faithcommunitymilford.com
http://www.zomercompany.com
http://www.auctionsgo.com
http://www.midwestlandmanagement.com
http://www.midwestlandmanagement.com
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Daryl Madison Memorial
Scholarship Established at ILCC

Iowa Lakes Community College is proud to announce the estab-
lishment of the Daryl Madison Memorial Scholarship, created in
honor of the late Daryl Madison through generous donations from
his family and friends.

The scholarship recognizes Daryl Madison’s long-standing
commitment to lowa Lakes Community College and his unwaver-
ing support of Laker athletics. For many years, Madison served
as a bus driver for lowa Lakes athletic teams, traveling countless
miles with student-athletes and becoming a familiar, encouraging
presence at practices and competitions. More than transportation,
Daryl provided consistent support, enthusiasm, and genuine care
for the students he served.

“Daryl Madisonrepresented everything we value atlowa Lakes,”
said Dan Lutat, Executive Director of Foundation and Governmental
Relations. “He showed up for our students time and time again, not
for recognition, but because he truly believed in them and in the
role athletics plays in shaping lives.”

The Daryl Madison Memorial Scholarship will provide a $2,000
award to a student-athlete involved in Men’s Basketball, Women’s
Basketball, or Softball at Iowa Lakes Community College. The
scholarship will support students who demonstrate dedication to
their sport, their education, and the values of service and commit-
ment that Daryl exemplified throughout his life.

“Through this scholarship, Daryl’s legacy will continue in a very
meaningful way,” Lutatadded. “Itensures that future student-athletes
receive the same encouragement and support that Daryl so freely
gave during his many years with Iowa Lakes athletics.”

Madison’s impact on Iowa Lakes athletics was formally recog-
nized in 2023 when he and his wife, Sue Madison, were inducted
into the Iowa Lakes Athletics Hall of Fame for their years of dedi-
cation and support.

For additional information about the Daryl Madison Memorial
Scholarship or to inquire about contributing, please contact the
Towa Lakes Community College Foundation Office.
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BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Dentists

Accountants

G
-
Erpelding*Voigt-Co.
LLP
Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor

Brian L. Sohn, CPA, CFP®
Michael Schlitter, CPA

1801 Hwy. 71 N., P.0. Box 605 LOCALLY OWNED
Okoboji, IA 51355
712-332-2443

www.evcpa.com

Accountants

In-House Savings Plans Available
Accepting New Patients

Providers for Delta Dental, Blue Dental, Ameritas, and United Healthcare
CareCredit financing available

Dentists

South Dakota State Announces
Fall 2025 dean's list

Areastudents were recognized for their outstanding academic
performance over the fall 2025 semester at South Dakota State
University by being named to the dean's list.

To earn dean's list distinctions in SDSU's colleges, students
must have completed a minimum of 12 credits and must have
earned at least a 3.5 GPA on a 4.0 scale. Overall, 4,147 students
from 40 states and 31 foreign nations are on the list. Congratula-
tions to these distinguished scholars on earning this academic
achievement.

Congratulations to the following area students:

Arnolds Park- Elli Hanson.

Estherville- Benjamin Borchers Carly Grange and Leah
Williams.

Everly - Haley Berends.

Harris - Emma Graves.

Lake Park - Madison Gilmore and Ava Rasche of Lake Park.

Milford - Grace Jones.

Ocheyedan - Macey Hoekstra and Abigail Otto.

Spencer - Faythe Beall, Sean Connor, Ethan Hansen, Davis
Hogge, Kaylee Iedema, Blake Kooker, Matayah Lowe, Sadie
Nelson,Mallory Salton,Megan Schauer, Kale Schueller, Brogan
Seier,Jacie Staedtler,Alec Stanley, Sydney Stanley, Aubrie Stell,
Gavin Timmer and Ashley Vreeman.

Spirit Lake - Sophia La Doux, Megan Sandison, Abigail
Slater and Kendyl Summers.

Jackson - Ashlyn Bohl,Samantha Henning, Lauren Johnson,
Alexis O'Reilly, Braxton Pavelko, Bailee Pohlman, Sydney
Sadusky, Meta Tewes, and Haley Tvinnereim.

Lakefield - Brylee Anderson, Thomas Liepold, Timothy
Salentiny, and Audien Ybarra-Kraft.

GGG 4

Kiwanis Bingo Nights

Milford Kiwanis presents Bingo
Nights on the second and fourth Thurs-
days of the month. The next Milford
Kiwanis Bingo Nights will be Thursday,
February 12 and 26. Card sales begin
at 5:30 and Bingo is from 6:00-8:00. A
meal will be provided by the VFW Auxiliary
for just $7.00. The Spirit Lake VFW is located at
914 Lake Street. Bingo profits support Milford youth
needs, programs, and scholarships.

YOUR AGENT!

Million
Dollar
Producer!

MARILYN STRICKLAND

Broker - Associate
Hoien Realty

712-336-2790 or 712-320-7070

Weekly Social
Gathering

You are invited to a weekly
social gathering every Wednes-
day from 12:30 - 4:30pm at the
American Legion in Milford.
Come and play a game of cards.
Coffee will be provided. They
hope to see you there.

=)

Treating Customers
Like tamily
1510 Hill Avenue ;

Downtown Spirit Lake
www.hillavenuedental.net

DARREN DOTSON,
D.DS.

AMY E. HARTZELL,

D.DS.

Office: 712-336-4895

LONNA DRAAYER

Broker Associate

(712) 320-5480  www.findbojihome.com
draayerteam@sellboji.com

Over 25 Years Experience in Real Estate.

.\ |RE/MAX

LAKES REALTY

272 Hwy. 71 MLS
Arnolds Park, IA &R

Newell

Orthodontics
pC.™

RAAK & ASSOCIATES

certified public accountants

Daniel W. Raak, CPA
Providing Rock Solid

Financial Advice

118th St, Spirit Lake
712-336-3428
www.newell-orthodontics.com

g

< invisalign

CRAIG E. NEWELL, D.D.S., M.S.

Specialist in
Orthodontics and
Dentofacial Orthopedics

Premier Invisalign
Provider

Delta Dental and
Hawk-i Provider

Professional Staff:

New Clients

103 S. 6th St.

Nicole Steffensen, CPA Dentists
Tammy Lair
Tyler Turner
Accepting
GREAT LAKES

DENTAL ASSOCIATES

DENTISTRY DESIGNED FOR TODAY'S FAMILIES

Certified Public Accountants

D. Jeffrey Crew, CPA/CVAICGMA
Carol Sporrer, CPA
Rebecca Graves, CPA

Lakeland Square P.0. Box 187 RANDY PAS, DDS

Estherville, IA 51334 3020 Aurora Ave. W., Spirit Lake
(7 I 2) 362-5891 yww.greatlakesda.com | (712) 336-2460
FAX (712) 362-7172
Accountants Dentists
WINTHER STAVE
S &CO |l

Pas § Toa|e

JOE TOALE, DDS

PETERSUNN ANTIQUES
SHOP OUR INVENTORY

of Antique Guns, Knives, Ammo & Decoys!

Wanted to Buy: Antique Guns, Knives, etc.

Terry Peterson- Owner
775-790-0935 ¢ #35 West 1st St. Spencer, IA

SHADE OF THE TREE

Experienced Professional

Counseling for all needs

‘a Individual & Group Counseling Available
‘@ FREE Consultation
# OWI Screening
# OWI Driving Classes:

March3 &14-May 16 2

# OWI Weekend Offender Program
More dates coming soon.

a OWI Classes offered (TAADS) classes

can be done in-person or via Zoom

Sliding Fee Scale accepted
Text or Call

WORLD TRAVEL INC.

Call Sandy

712-336-4580
@68 @ed

The importance of positive relationships

by Steve Weisman

Over the 33 years that I taught high school
English and Journalism, directed plays and
coached a wide range of sports, I learned the
importance of building positive relationships
with both colleagues, students and athletes.
The more cohesive each class, group and team
became, the better they performed.

Now, that didn’t mean they all became
straight A students or were all conference, all
district or all state competitors, but the ones
who bought in became better as individuals,
groups and teams. I found it important both
in the classroom and in athletics to celebrate
successes in a positive way while continuing
to execute and build with passion and a belief
in what we were trying to accomplish.

An extension of this became the buy-in
from the parents and then the community.
Let’s face it. The schools are really the hub of
our communities. When all parts of the puzzle
become part of the solution and celebrate the
successes, it becomes a win-win. Once again,
these successes don’t have to result in a state
championship. It can simply be doing our best
asindividuals.As a group with positive parental
and community support, it’s a win-win! Now,
even though I am long past my teaching career,
I still relish the opportunity to see schools and
communities working together to become the
best that they can be.

It Takes a Village

Really, this theme of creating positive re-
lationships is the base from which all success
is derived. As we get into the swing of things
for 2026, I'd like to take a moment to issue a
challenge for all of us. We live in a wonderful
area with some of the greatest natural resources.
The lakes, the public lands offer us so much.
However, they are in need of protection.

We need to do more to protect our land and
water. Each of us can do our part where we live
and recreate, but there is also a bigger picture.
We need to continue to come together in our

Hwy. 71 &9
Spirit Lake
712-336-4535

e e

“Because FisH Don't CARE
Whar You Paip!”

communities through organizations that work
toward these goals. Through a membership,
we can provide financial support, volunteer to
help accomplish tasks and encourage others to
join us in our efforts.

There are so many awesome non-profit
organizations that we can be a part of. Just
think back to last August’s Blue Water Festival,
where over 30 clean water/natural resources
organizations shared their story. It was a time
to share our collective successes and also to
realize that there is much more to do. Here,
then, is my challenge to all of us!

Becoming involved

We have so many options. Here are just a
few. We have our county conservation boards,
the Iowa Great Lakes Pheasants Forever, the
Clay County Pheasants Forever, the [owa Great
Lakes Fishing Club, the different lake protective
associations (Okoboji Protective Association,
Spirit Lake Protective Association, the East
Okoboji Lakes Improvement Corporation,
Center Lake Improvement and Preservation and
the Silver Lake Park Improvement Association)
and the Friends of the Lakeside Lab, which sup-
ports water quality monitoring, environmental
education and research initiatives.

Then on the state level there are organizations
like the Jowa Natural Heritage Foundation, the
Audubon Society, the Nature Conservancy of
Towa, the Iowa Environmental Council, Ducks
Unlimited, just to name a few.

What I have found being part of these or-
ganizations is that, yes, there are membership
dues, but it is through our volunteering that so
much of the meaningful work gets completed.
At the same time, there is a comradery and a
joy when a plan comes together! Again, much
of the success of these organizations goes
back to building those positive relationships.
When they do, we truly become a part of “The
Village,” and our lakes and natural resources
benefit greatly!

HOURS:
Mon.-Fri. 8am - 6pm

Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. 11am - 5pm

Follow Us on

Organize that tackle box
and re-stock while
selection is at its best!

Giorticy)

U STOCK UP WITH ALL NEW PRODUCTS!

Milford, IA 51351 ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Call to discuss our in-house savings plan fOl‘ Appomtment

712.330.9140
Daniel Gigstad MA, CADC
1601 Keokuk Ave. « Spirit Lake
www.myshadeofthetree.com

Ul g gl d od Ld

712-338-2488
www.winther-stave.com

Locally owned practice since 1994 ¢ Lakeland Square-Milford

bojidental.com e 712-338-2449

Dentists

4
healthysmiles

FAMILY AND COSMETIC DENTISTRY

Home Care

qa/in
[ g

& MEDICAL STAFFING

“Affordable Care in the
Comfort of Your Own Home”

Toll Free: (855) 933-2595
Cell: (712) 346-7019
allie@stayinhomecare.com

Allie FIetcher LNHA

Owner

Follow us! (O)([) W

'm0

Custom Design

T et

v Custom Designed

YOU'RE MOVING ON
IN YOUR CAREER.

 ISYOUR .
401007 Ii

— -
Spring Creeks
_~ CATTLE COMPANY

Annwal Bull Sale

February 15th - 1:00p.m. CST
Fennimore Livestock Exchange, Fennimore, WI
& Online at www.dvauctions.com.
Your Source for Se“ing

Quality 5SS 54 bulls, 20 bred females, 5 open

Call to get g e
a sale catalog. females Angus, Limousin, Lim-Flex

Brandy Lancaster, DDS
2210 33 Street, Spirit Lake * 712-336-2533

www.healthysmilesiowa.com

YOUR AD
COULD BE HERE!

Spring Creeks Cattle Company
Bob Mitchell and Sons
608-553-8070
www.springcreekscattle.com

Watch and bid on-line

DVAuction

=

adno=464128

FIND OUT HOW WE CAN HELP YOU WITH A
401Ck) ROLLOVER AND PUT YOUR NEST
EGG TO WORK TODAY.

Richland Family Dental

* Embroidery & our growing practicel CALL 712.332.5960 FOR DETAILS
ScreenPrint Call Today at: Competitive salary * Benefits package
v Personalized Gifts \ Flexible work environment

913 Okoboji Ave.
Milford, 1A

112-338-2232

Please send resume to info@richlandfamilydds.com
or call for more info
608-647-8868

Open Monday-Thursday 8-5 and every other Friday 7-2 PM
1313 West Seminary St., Richland Center, Wl 53581

CARSTENS 605 Highway 71 South, Aolds Park, 1A 513310751 @) fh.com//kearstens
ﬁ Financial Group 712.332.5960 / KCARSTENS.COM © @kirtcorstens

Licensed Insurance Professional. Securities and Advisory Services offered through Client One Securities, LLC Member FINRA/SIPC and an Investment Advisor.
Carstens Financial Group and Client One Securities, LLC are not affiliated. 16749 - 2017/6/14

712-363-2297

www.BojiWare.com

www.lakesnewsshopper.com

=463730

adno:



http://www.winther-stave.com
http://www.hillavenuedental.net
http://www.newell-orthodontics.com
http://www.evcpa.com
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http://www.BojiWare.com
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1655 225th Place e Spirit Lake
Cell 712-320-0320

712-336-BIRD (2473)
HOURS:

Bird
aven

% Your @W{(Fwﬁtmﬁ EMOWD&

TUE.-SAT. 9-4 o SUN. 12-4
Medium 45
Sunflower Hearts $1 /LB

Sunflower hearts are a great favorite & attract a variety of species.

'f

3

Support

e LAKES NEWS SHOPPER

MILFORD PIONEER
THEATRE

905 Okoboji Avenue
Milford - 515-207-2306

milfordpioneertheatre.com

NOW PLAYING FEB. 5-12

ﬂo MIO
SOLO MIO

THUR 12/5 AT
FRI 2/6 [NECY A
SAT2/7
SUN2/8 I
MON-THUR2 2_

{O af-?u; \

o0,

(PG)

o>HOP.
LOCAL®

Lakes Area
Senior/ Activity
Center Events

Seniors Movin’ On is an
exercise group that meetsevery
Monday, Wednesday & Friday
morning at 9:00 a.m. The ex-
ercise program is based on the
Silver Sneakers Program.

Blood Pressure Screening
is the last Tuesday of every
month.

Tai Chi at 11:00am and
Zumba class at 4:00pm on
Thursday.

MahJong - Ist and 3rd Mon-
days this month at 1:00pm.

Pinochle Club- 2nd and 4th
Mondays this month at 1:00pm.
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VEW BREAKFAST

Sunday, Feb. 8
8:00 am to 12:30 pm

— PUBLIC WELCOME —

SERVING:
Pancakes ¢ French Toast
Eggs e Sausage e Coffee ¢ Juice

VFW Post 3159

Veterans Hall J
15 East 21 St. Spencer, IA

Easy Ways to =], (o] ) Me]e7:\H

m Attend Events

ﬁ Dine at Local Restaurants Like Sip & Strolls

BABY BACK PORK RIBS & BRISKET
TENDERMEATS BOTTOMLESS @

HOMEMADE SOUPS BOWL
DAILY SPECIALS  OF SOUP!
Wennesoay Pasta NigHT $12.99 vaun coice oF
<RIBS & SPAGHETTI -RIBS & LASAGNA ROLL UPS -CHICKEN ALFREDO

QQ‘ { Thursdays: Meat Raffle!
*Q* Sponsored by the Twilight Masonic Lodge
7\ Key Chain CA$H Drawing

: i HOURS: Mon.-Sat. | lam-10pm
}fz ? 4 1‘% \ Fri. & Sat. 10pm-3am Late Night Breakfast \
s gaﬁf‘ii\zﬁn;g ¢ f\“’“ 117 W. Broadway, Arnolds Park
: 712-332-5152

oLD TowN ARNOLDS PARK, TA

Friday &
Saturday Nights

Bl

Q%

BAR!& | GRILL
%

Q/TQBoj\

WEEKLY
SPECIAL

0 g(l)]air yoga every Friday at fii] ' Buy Gift Cards from Local Shops P“B 19 B 1L Sinal
o ' :00am. — uy 1 Large Single or
Advertising Family of Merchants. Pool and ping pong tables =) Shop Local Online & N0t Sure Where to Shop? WINTER HOURS y 1 Largg il
available. THE 1009 22™ Street * Milford, IA Closed Mon.-Wed. More Toppplng Pizza and
Puzzles andb_ooks available ﬂ LAKES NEWS SHI]PPEH |akesne3u1§ﬂiﬁg:§g: Thurs.: 11am-7:45pm
to borrow or enjoy. : Fri. & Sat: 11am-8:45pm | GET A MEDIUM FOR

Greeting cards are available
for purchase for $.50

The centeris now collecting
pop tabs - collection proceeds
will go to the Ronald McDonald
House.

The Lakes Area Activity/
Senior Centerislocatedat2101
Zenith Ave in Spirit Lake.

SOFTAIUSALOON S UPERIOR A

Okoboji Foundation Invites
Grant Applications for 2026

Capital projects that strengthen lake quality, arts and culture, and
outdoor recreation encouraged to apply

The Okoboji Foundation has opened its 2026 grant application
cycle, inviting nonprofit organizations serving the Iowa Great
Lakes region to apply for funding support. Through its annual
grant program, the Foundation invests in capital projects that
create lasting community impact across the region.

Grant funding supports capital projects that are focused on the
Foundation’s primary areas of interest including Lake Quality
and Environment, Arts and Culture, and Outdoor Experiences

Sun.: 11am-7:45pm

HALF PRICE!

Hwy. 86 » West Lake Okoboji
712-332-8142 « www.publ9barandgrill.com

e Located dlrectly across from Arnolds P'ark Amusement Park"

200TOPIA 2
FRI2/6

LY\ wibd 1:00,4:00 & 6:50
H{111WiER 1:00, 3:50 & 6:30

MON-THUR 2/%-12

Little Swan Lak

Winery

Life... Drink it in!

"' See our website & menu: thehuttbarandgrill.com '

DAILY SPECIALS at 11am l

and Recreation, with an emphasis on projects that are visible, DAILY SPECIALS

broadly accessible, and sustainable. T R YA 3 [
“Each year, we are inspired by the passion and creativity of * Wed., Feb. 4: Pan Fried Chicken o | We are open for walk-ins & tasing

organizations working to strengthen our communities,” said Black & Bleu Burger Winter Hours: Thursd ay-Sun d ay Tam 6pm

Mindy Gress, President of the Okoboji Foundation. “No project

« Thur., Feb. 5: Loaded Potato Bowl g

FRIDAY,

is ever too small to be considered. What matters most is the . : t S d F b 8
vision behind it and the long-term benefit it brings to the lowa FEBRUARY 6 Mushroom & Swiss Burger : unaay, ren. /-
Great Lakes region.” . o « Fri., Feb. 6: Country Fried Steak Duo AL
Eligible applicants include 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations Hcmd Breaded | . i
and government entities. Organizations without nonprofit status Pollock with # < Mon, Feb. 9: Hot Beef .. | Repu bl ic .
may apply through a qualified fiscal sponsor. Grant funds are Baked Potato & o Taco Salad b | .
designated for capital projects and may not be used for opera- Homemade . e T Feb. 10: CLOSED | Bison Roast!
tional expenses,marketing costs, school uniforms, or short-term Coleslaw A .’Fridav. Night Special i | L A0 S A0 20 R 2 AR SR S 2t 2 AR AR 2 AR A R R A
programming. - K L
In 2025, the Okoboji Foundation awarded $378,000 in Lead- Starts at 4:30pm " Daily Lunch & Fish Fry ‘ $ c%t 4 ’”’ saturday, :
ership Grants to support major community projects throughout / % . e 3 P e v i
the region. When combined with Youth in Philanthropy grants, COPERIOR. 101~ Evening Specials Saturday Night Special - I Qflm a Q ate! FEbI‘llal'y 14 .
total funding distributed reached $472.,462. Since its founding ’ ’ Monthly Feature Menu! Prime Rib g : . . L€
in 1988, the Foundation has awarded more than $5.8 million in | (&R0 (,fupel’ W o1 XTI T ———— . |. Valentine's Event with Meal and Music! ¢
discretionary grants to strengthen communities across the Iowa ——— on. thru Fri. at 11: I F - : $ :
Great Lakes arca O R Hwy. 9| Superior, IA &) SAT. & SUN. at Bam (Breakfast B [ Plegn Tendleriuin Vea Safperson
Grant applications must be submitted online by March 1, AT 0pen Wed. thru Sun. at 1l am. Sl Tuesday - GLOSED L [ e A trar i TN

2026, at 11:59 p.m. Organizations are strongly encouraged to
review the grant guidelines available on the Foundation’s website
prior to applying. Foundation staff are available to answer ques-
tions, discuss project ideas, and help direct applicants through
the application process.

Grant guidelines and application materials are available at
okobojifoundation.org/grant-application. For additional infor-
mation, contact the Okoboji Foundation at 712-332-7177 or
info@okobojifoundation.org.

For upcoming bands and events visit our website:

'1‘ [ Book your Birthday Party or event with us! ]
www.lIslwinery.com

We have a special menu for your special occasion.
% : ’
-
’
Py

DCNC Kenue Coffee Hour

Hwy 71 South e Arnolds Park IA e 712 332 8074
Slow down, sip a warm cup of coffee, and learn something

new at Kenue Coffee Hour. This free adult program, hosted by
the Dickinson County Nature Center, takes place on the first
Thursday of the month at 10:30 AM inside the Maser Monarch
Lodge.

This month’s program, on February 5th, features Ashley Tie-
den, Naturalist at the Dickinson County Nature Center, who will
share an engaging presentation on wetland ecology. Participants
will learn what wetlands are, what role they play in our regional
environment, and what wildlife can be found there.

Coffee is complimentary, and the relaxed setting encourages
conversation and connection while enjoying the winter season.
Preregistration is not required, so stop in and join. Kenue Coffee

=N

1% miles north of Superior on N16
Reservations recommended, Call 712-858-4592 or 712-380-3455

£

at

MILFORD
712-338-4060

SUN. - THURS. 6am-9pm
FRI. & SAT. 6am-10pm

ONLINE ORDERING AT PERKINSRESTAURANT.COM

[=]r7

E PERKINS CATERING
Scan to view the
menu and place
your order today.

AMERICAN FOOD CO.

: \uv, -
Italian & American Cuisine
from our made from Scratch Kitchen!

Hour is for adults who enjoy lifelong learning, nature topics,
TUESDAY NIGHT | THURSDAY NIGHT Hour i for adults who e
BURGER SPECIAL For more events like this, stop by the Dickinson County
$ 5 H am b urger P AS TA N ' GH T Nature Center or go online to www.dickinsoncountyconserva- f "(_l [- J j :J FJ[: F F O
Fresh Ground Hamburger Blend | Build Your Own Pasta Bar tionboard.com. UL
While supplies last with Salad and Bread

Pianist Peter Bergin to Brin
Ragtime Classics to lowa Lakes

Pianist Peter Bergin will take the stage at the Janice K. Lund
Performing Arts Center on Thursday, February 12, at 7:00pm,

15 Dam Road, Arnolds Park - 712-337-3238
WINTER HOURS: TUES. - SAT. 5PM-CLOSE

as part of the 2025-2026 Estherville Performing Arts Series at
y Word Search Puzzle proudly sponsored by Towa Lakes Community College.
A Bergin’s mission is to spread joy through the rhythms and
.7 melodies of Early American Popular Music. His performances
AR feature a blend of ragtime, vintage American songs, and earl
gPS_ DRAINAGE Sﬁ;}! BKEEI?_\(CAVATING : patrioticfavorites.Al\%[ichiganHuignanitiesTouringirtist,Bergiz
ervices : has appeared at the Scott Joplin Ragtime Festival, West Coast
'9‘.’61"_3!) I_e_ e mmmmmmees _7 _1 _2 _3:2_9_5 _1 _8 _8 _|_7_1_2_':_3:_39'_8_7_0_‘?1 ______ s g RagtiIr)rll)e Festival, and Zehncll)er’s ngtime Festival.
Audiences can expect an evening of nostalgia and romance,
LIBRARY VISIT WORD EARCH with music ranging F;rom timelessgclassics ligke “I Love You
Truly” and “Our Love Is Here to Stay” to newer favorites such
ARCHIVES as “You’ve Got a Friend” and “A Thousand Years.”
B ASMTIODS ST FMSI KTIHETZKTIKTYUR ARRIVAL Tickets are on sale now — $15 for adults (free admission
L ORMTFSLNTLTILUPTIETZKVV LD G F AUDOBOOKS for Towa Lakes students and all children). Online at: https://
H DK QMRIKU QOVLCVUVRFU C C BBLOGRAPHY www.ticketleap .events/tickets/iowa-lakes/peter-bergin or call
I PSSTO CLUOTITINU UG RUTITETIKN CATALOG 712-362-7918.
YAEUYYQBOETUBMNYNYSTIHIHL CHECKOUT For more information, contact Jessi Strom, Performing Arts
BHDMEST CERSBIKT CSDTLPTIEY ggﬁggﬁéﬁg Center Promotions and Operations, lowa Lakes Community
TRPUOQYTEUIOIEUMTYCHMNR DATABASE College, at 712-362-6977 or jstrom@iowalakes.edu.
06 I AYNFETPETTIOLEBDTIEKATR DESK
CTDVRETFDMLU QKTDUVLRGLTLL  |gRARAN
I SUCRGG GBS SET CHGUTCUORTFAE LIBRARY |
S LACIUDU OTIRTETPAAUATITCR RIUHTD LOAN OPENING FEBRUARY13
G S G6GITIYVYPTIUHSI RTITLADBTG QT CTCR V MCROFCHE 7(\ /7 f\ U Excludes
AHEVOLGCCLREBAEYTKTHTIEV U PERODCAS \n 0 gk
EEYSQSTUIBTFLNIFASHMC QU Pis Trio
S LPTARIKUVLTITIGRVYVODIKAA ADO REFERENGE 0% fo Your Total Bl"
EFPDEBAQOHTFBERICETQMN e BT AMERICAN FOOD CO.
TIQTULANAUTSGCNABAUTFE gy UP TO TOTAL OF $10 OFF ,
LFUPCGUTNLYTIGTTTILTIU® OONOQQ SHELF Present this coupon to the cashier at the time of sale Bk ToGo Coupon Expies: March 3, 2026
YRARDBTIILMHABMOSI KU OTETUASEB STACKS and receive a 20% discount off your total bill Vel Pt st b ke st ot B nctan Mford 1 O coupon e
N A I RAIRIBTIULUDTIU B SGTUA AATE STUDY ‘ : ‘ (including entrées, drinks, side items, and desserts).*
SYSTEM Ch anh"é‘"é‘gg;)‘] 952.934.1525 Not valid with any other special or discount programs. ki et v ey B pesoum coopom e
Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards. DINNER THEATRES ChanhassenDT.com



http://www.pub19barandgrill.com
http://www.lslwinery.com
http://www.dickinsoncountyconserva-tionboard.com
http://www.dickinsoncountyconserva-tionboard.com
http://www.dickinsoncountyconserva-tionboard.com
https://www.ticketleap.events/tickets/iowa-lakes/peter-bergin
https://www.ticketleap.events/tickets/iowa-lakes/peter-bergin
mailto:jstrom@iowalakes.edu
mailto:info@okobojifoundation.org
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‘Pwadea Salad Bar located in
Sunshine Foods ¢ North Milford
1704 Okoboji Avenue

Nature Night Out

Couples! Do you need some time to reconnect in nature away
from the kids for a bit? The chkmson County Nature Center is
hosting a free special event, Natur
ary 13th, from 6:30-8:00 p.m. [

During the evening at Maser
Monarch Lodge, couples will
learn about Dutch oven cook-
ingequipment and techniques,
then make some sweet treats.
Couples will also enjoy a quiet
time together, outside gathering natural materials to later create
a heart home decoration.

Need someone to watch the kids? Childcare will be provided
for children three years or older, and they must be fully potty-
trained. Youth will spend time at the Nature Center in Pollinator
Paradise, meet some of the nature center’s live animals, and
make Valentine’s Day cards.

This event is designed for adults (18+) who are looking for
a free and fun date night together in a distraction-free, natural
setting. Adults and children must be registered to attend, and
separate links can be found online under Programs/Events at
www.dickinsoncountyconservationboard.com. Registration is
open until 5:00 p.m. on February 11th, so don’t wait to reserve
your spot.

IALottery

WALK-IN
HU!V“DGR
Open,7. Days a Week

Hwy 71 ¢ Arnolds Park
712-332-2915

lowa State Unlver5|ty Announces
Fall 2025 Dean’s List

Iowa State University students have been recognized for
outstanding academic achievement by being named to the 2025
fall semester Dean's List. Students named to the Dean's List must
earn a grade point average of at least 3.50 on a 4.00 scale while
carrying a minimum of 12 credit hours of graded course work.
Congratulations to the following area students:

Estherville - Addy Joan Cornwall, Eli William Hanson,
Brock Alan Irwin, Grace Johnson, Gracen Love, Eli Ryan Ross,

Quimby Ross, Hillary Jane Ruschy, Cara Marie Schiltz, Kya
Linn Thiel, Mara Kay White, and Cael John Wodtke.

Lake Park - Tyce Christen Gunderson.

Milford - Lucy Kay Androski, Drew Behrens, Lauren
Elizabeth Ditsworth, Hunter David Hallengren, Austin H Harms,
Addison K Johnson, Griffin Kasperbauer, Kaylee A Parsons,
Mason Vander Pol, Keegan Rasmussen, Sophia Vuanita Sires,
and Noah H Walleck.

Okoboji - Caleb Michael Frostestad.

Spencer - Caden M Atherton, Sophia Behrens, Caitlyn Ann
Conrad, Jackson Dewitt, Autumn Kay Erdman, Emma Elise
Fassbender, Cade Michael Freeman, Dawson Lee Glawe, An-
drew Hough,Reese C Hough, Anna Elizabeth Jacobson, Odalys
Garcia Jimenez, Otis Paul Kierscht, Kailey Elizabeth Krull,
Mary Margaret Matthiesen, Jerra Lynn Merchant, Molly Moser,
Jackson Freddie Schendel, Kinsey Schroeder, Leah Kathryn
Sorenson, and Liz Ann Wempe.

Spirit Lake - Ellie M Albertoni, Addie Sue Baker, Andrew
Deitering, Mikayla Catherine Farmer, Jackson Gjerde, Samuel
Hawkins, Mackenzie Elizabeth Kauffman, Libby Ann Lein-
baugh, Simon James Leinbaugh, Mallory Ann Mosher, Elsie
Jane Parriott, Thomas John Profit, Caleb Reuter, Elise Jordan
Richter, Camryn Louise Sexton, Hannah E. Spalding, Ethan
David Stecker,Jessica Ranae Stucker,and Nathan Scott Zollman.

y Saturday, Oct. 26

Larry * i %1?“3: Y

Myer
's Bison Burgers!

e LAKES NEWS SHOPPER

For Results You Can Trust.

.-Sat. 9am-2pm |
ERS AVAILABLE! »

TNV

Edward Jones - Amy Hotovec - Milford
Farmers Savings Bank - Milford
Simonson Properties - Milford

Tim & Joren Kinnetz - Okoboji

Turner Jenness Funeral Homes

Boji Junction Cenex - Milford

Lisa's Bake Shop - Spirit Lake

Laser Car Wash - Milford

Mary Dannatt - Milford

i

\f/ %
N

Yow ’SPON/SORS!

The Lakes Area Activity/Senior Center would like to
thank the following sponsors FOR THEIR SUPPORT AND
MAKING OUR WINTER GAMES CARD PARTY A HUGE SUCCESS!

Lakes Area Activity/ Senior center
2101 Zenith-Ave. Spirit Lake ©.712:336-5247. -\ /-~

A\

S

7xx

=71

N

Okoboji Bake Shop - Milford 22
Perkins Restaurant & Bakery - Milford 7/

Pizza Ranch - Spirit Lake
Queen Il - Arnolds Park
Topog Coffee house - Milford/Arnolds Park
Wynan's Spudnutz - Okoboji
Dee Truman

Ruby Wittrock

Third Annual Boji Burger Battle | YOU Be The Judge

February 1st-28th,2026

Presented by:
Dickinson County
Farm Bureau

Taste & rate several delicious
burgers uniquely created for
the Boji Burger Battle!

LAKES MARKETING

COUNTRY S
KICD-FM 107.7

COUNTY FARM BUREAU

PEOPLE. PROGRESS. PRIDE.

Join us for

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

To The Editor:

Tree of Love

From the Lakes Regional Healthcare Volunteers and the
Voluntary Action Center of the lowa Great Lakes, we would like
to thank the community for supporting our 36th annual Tree of
Love. Those who attended our Tree Lighting ceremony enjoyed
a heartwarming holiday message and carols from Pastor Perry
Aalgaard of the First Lutheran Church. Hand painted wooden
heart ornaments were created to pay tribute to a loved one. All
donations from the sale of the hearts support scholarships from
the LRH Volunteers for students entering the healthcare field
and VAC’s Meals on Wheels program. Thank you to all who
participated in making this a successful project again this year!

Sincerely,

The LRH Volunteers and VAC Tree of Love Committee

Lucky Winners at Smokin’ Jakes

On Thursday, January 29, four lucky winners won the Smokin’
Jakes Key Chain Ca$h Drawing. Linda Geske, owner, presented
the cash to the winners. Congratulations to Ed Hansen ($125),
Robert Von Ehwegen ($125), Rick Hilde ($125), and Wayne Haht
($141).

Enter by getting your Key Chain at Smokin’ Jakes and you’re
entered for every Thursday’s cash drawing Smokin’ Jakes is
located at 117 West Broadway Street in Arnolds Park.

| Rick Hilde

Milford

TV e TELEPHONE ¢ INTERNET

Wayne Haht

712-338-4967 o MllfordComm net

‘v:Proud Sponsor of

'//@f &@m
 PPY LG
(0

»PREMIER
INTERNET - TV - PHONE - IT SUPPORT

COMMUNICATIONS
Looking Ahead

800-741-8351 « www.mypremieronline.com

e

Sunday, February 15"
8:30 am - Noon P

Sausage Gravy over Biscuits,

Ham & Cheese Egg Bake, Sausage

& Vegetable Egg Bake, French Toast Bake,
Cinnamon Rolls, Caramel Rolls,

rs

DICKINSON

Orange Juice and Coffee.

UGKESJATEa TACTiViTy, SENIOTCENter

2101 Zenith Avenue ¢ Spirit Lake

MORE INFO

IOWA GREAT LAKES AREA

CHAMBER

(under the water tower)


http://www.mypremieronline.com
http://www.dickinsoncountyconservationboard.com
http://www.lakesnewsshopper.com

Nature Tots

The Dickinson County Nature Center invites children ages
2-5 years old and a chaperone to register for Nature Tots: Run-
ning Animals on 3
Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 11th. There

OPENING FEBRUARY 13!

Caregivers Support Group

= Lakes Area Caregivers Support Group is available for help
. dealing with the stress of being a caregiver to someone with
Alzheimers or other dementia disorders. This community care-
givers group meets at 10:00 every Wednesday morning at First
Presbyterian Church in Spirit Lake. This is an opportunity to
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Center Wish List

* City of Spirit Lake green garbage bags
* Postage stamps
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are two identical
sessions at 10:30
a.m.and 1:30 p.m.,
offered at no cost. |-

The session p=
will start off with [
a group activity, |~

952.934.1525
ChanhassenDT.com

anna:
DINNER THEATRE

* Paper towels and Kleenex

e Toilet paper

* Coffee - regular, decaf, filters and Styrofoam coffee cups
Thank you for your donations!

discuss with other caregivers stories and concerns in a comfort-
able and confidential manner.

A typical meeting might include a presentation or sharing
personal methods of handling challenges faced every day by
other caregivers.

For more information, call 712-336-1649 or 712-330-1270.

passing around
toy animals that
are either fast or
slow. The group
will learn about several speedy lowa animals and whether they
hop, fly, run, or swim. Activity stations will be set up to imprint
tracks in playdough, make Valentine’s Day cards, complete a
Cheetah Letter Match, play a game of Animal Actions, and build
a habitat with provided materials.

There is availability for the 1:30 p.m. session (morning ses-
sion is full). Registration opens 8 weeks ahead of each event.
Register for free before 5:00 p.m. on February 9th by visiting
the Programs/Events tab at www.dickinsoncountyconservation-

board.com.

SIP & SHOP
FULL BAR
IN-STORE

SAVE 50% OFF T Yy

@ s/Z/er er&"{a[

W SAVE 497% OFF

@ énah&e ery{oz '

A\ SAVE 30% OFF

g@goco MENS

\A PAY FOR MORE EXPENSIVE &
GET YOUR NEXT ITEM FREE!

his €

Botox® | Face Lifts

« Increase Energy Laser Face Peels

eBalance Mood

 Improve Your Sleep & Much More

SHOP IN-STORE
& SCAN FOR ONLINE

INSTAGRAM

G FACEBOOK
SEES
SR

UPDATES & DEALS POSTED DAILY!

Hwy. 71, Okoboji, IA = 712.332.7752 Lf OPEN: Monday - Sunday = 10am - 5:30pm

20%0FF
SWEATSHIRTS

(Includes Youth & Toddler)

Huge.Shipment of
NEW-Baby Clothes
& Swaddles

Last Year's Designs

30-50% OFF

100s 10 CHOOSE FROM

Jelly Cat = Puzzles = Books = Entire Upstairs for Kids

WE'RE GIVING SHOP LOCAL-MOTIVE A REFRESH!
LOVE YOUR COMMUNITY IS A GREAT
WAY TO SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES &
CELEBRATE ALL THE THINGS THAT MAKE
OUR SPIRIT LAKE COMMUNITY SPECIAL.

COMMUNITY @Imx

PARTICIPATING BUSINESSES:
Allure & Co - Bedell Family YMCA - Bird Haven - Black Earth Java (Spirit Lake) - Boji Powersports - Burger & Company / The Revelry
Carpet One - Custom Creations - Dixon Family Chiropractic - Drip Okoboji - Essential Float - Fareway
Ferguson’s Garden Center - Fisherman's Factory Outlet - Godfather’s Pizza - Holland House - Interior Sewing by Lisa
Jennings Tow & Repair - Jimmy John's (Spirit Lake) - Kurio Kastle - Lagniappe Tea Room - Lakes Laser
Natural Family Chiropractic - Pizza Ranch - Pub 19 - Rooted Boutique - Shoreline Threads - Spirit Lake Silver & Gold
Sportsman’s / The Venue - The Look Fashions - The Well - Timeless Consignments - Toast on Hill - Twetten's Interiors

-------------- PREFE - """ """ """""70 \
\ @I Pork Back | 80% Ground Beef | Velveeta | Pace Salsa or
, 10 D Ribs 10 Ib. Tubes 32 0z. [ Picante Sauce
Y NV *3
. CARSTENSEN S $2 $3 $699
’ wj;&qmw% Per lb. Per Ib.
712-832-3620 & ? : 2 . b | g
201 Market Street R & @%’?iﬁ
Lake Park

'SPIRIT LAKE
Chamber of
Commerce

'I ST_28TH

GRAND PRIZE
DRAWING:

3 STAMPS=1 ENTRY
6 STAMPS=3 ENTRIES
9 STAMPS=5 ENTRIES
12 STAMPS=7 ENTRIES

ALL STAMPS=

@ PICK UP A CARD FROM A @ VISIT & MAKE A PURCHASE AT @ SUBMIT PRIZE ENTRIES AT @ BONUS: SHARE
PARTICIPATING BUSINESS PARTICIPATING BUSINESSES PARTICIPATING BUSINESSES TO SOCIAL MEDIA

LOVE YOUR
COMMUNITY

/(_/'LWe re

OPEN

Visit the businesses listed on the card and
enjoy a meal, beverage, shopping, or other

Share your-purchase or
experience on social media for
an extra entry. Be sure to tag

’ Youn@ o . o
Sy Prize entries can be submitted at

participating businesses throughout the

Pick up a card at any of the listed experience. With any purchase, have your card  week. The Spirit Lake Chamber will the Spirit Lake Chamber of
locations or at the Spirit Lake Chamber.  stamped for a chance to win Chamber Bucks or  collect all entries each Monday, with ~ Commerce AND the husiness.
(Participating Businesses List Above).  Gift Cards from participating businesses! the weekly drawing held afterward.  (Story posts DO count).

WEEKLY;

' (CENTRABANKS A
Walmy art SPONSORS N s peA .

®DERMATOLOGY, MEDICAL
= & COSMETIC PROCEDURES
Breast Surgery | Fillers

Skin Checks | Liposuction

Varicose Veins | Biote

ALL Pictures
20%-OFF

MAKING SPACE FOR NEW!

‘ But Don’t Know Where to Start?

~ Come See
““Kyla for a
Compllmentary
“Consulatation
& Discounts
on Skincare
Products

712.332.6001 | www.rebeyou.com | 3301 Hwy. 71 | Spirit Lake, IA
Dr. Ronald Kolegraff MD, FACS e Dr. Julie Hamann, MD

N RECITE,C6

v

’(/Ip thls " Grab all the mgredlents and more A —
‘ for this delicious recipe at
recipe card Carslensen'ls Me(:tl u:d Gr:'uery CARSTENSEN S

to save

Yheat & Grocery
Serves 4-6

712-832-3620 * 201 Market Street  Lake Park

|1 3 cups cooked chicken, In a large bowl, combine all ingredients

| shredded or cubed until well incorporated. Transfer the
2 cups elbow macaroni, mixture to a greased 9x13-inch baking
uncooked

dish. Note: At this stage, the dish may
be covered and refrigerated for later
use. When ready, bake uncovered at
350°F for 1 hour. Pro Tip: Since the

macaroni goes in uncooked, ensure it

1

1

1

1

1

1 2 (10 0z.) cans cream of

: chicken soup

' 1(14.5 0z.) can chicken broth
:
1
1

1 soup can milk (approx. 1

cups) is fully submerged in the liquid before
: i i |

1 cup shredded cheddar baking to help it cook evenly!

cheese L

1 small onion, finely chopped

Recipe Courtesy of: Sue Doyle

806060606 CETETE

i nwl Wi riuwgZwnhnnrrnwl wnnmnwrnrunn
Join us for a

Thursday, February, 12 ¢ 5:30-7:30 ¢ Ferguson's Garden Center

4 Bingo at 6 & 7

' Drinks, Treats & Prizes

3602 Hwy 71, Spirit Lake, IA 51360
FergusonsGardenCenter.com
712-336-2085

B RNl NN

. ./_ HOURS:
L y Mon.-Fri. 9-5
.+ Sat. 10-4, Sun. CLOSED

I 0NN NE N RN NN N

Eersusonsysandens;

LN | HE NEE NNE NN N


http://www.rebeyou.com
http://www.dickinsoncountyconservation-board.com
http://www.dickinsoncountyconservation-board.com
http://www.dickinsoncountyconservation-board.com

THE LAKES NEWS SHOPPER

Page 12

—~

Tuesday, February 3, 2026

i H hcho oncert

S

Ic A Honor ‘ t

99th lowa Bandmasters Association Conference

Milford,IA-The Okoboji High School
Concert Band has been selected to perform
as the Class 2A Conference Honor Band
at the 99th Towa Bandmasters Associa-
tion (IBA) Conference, one of the most
prestigious honors a school concert band
can receive in the state of Iowa.

The band, under the direction of James
Kunz, will present a 50-minute concert
on Friday, May 15,2026, at 3:00 p.m. in
the Marriott Hotel Ballroom in downtown
Des Moines, as part of the statewide
conference.

Each year, band directors from across
Towasubmitrecordings of theirensembles
for consideration. These recordings are
evaluated anonymously by a panel of
judges, who select honor bands based on

musical excellence, balance, tone, and
overall performance quality. Okoboji's
selection as the 2A Honor Band marks
the first time the school has received this
distinction.

"This honor is often compared to win-
ning a state title in concert band," said
Kunz. "It is a reflection of the dedication
and focus our students bring to rehearsals,
as well as the incredible support from our
school, families, and community."

The Okoboji High School Concert
Band will begin preparing seven diverse
musical selections, totaling approxi-
mately 35 minutes of music, represent-
ing a wide range of styles and technical
demands. The performance showcases
not only the musicianship of the students,

butalso the collective efforts of Okoboji's
staff, administration, the Okoboji Fine
Arts Booster Club, and a community that
consistently supports the arts.

The Iowa Bandmasters Association
Conference brings together music educa-
tors and performers from across the state,
making this performance a significant
opportunity for Okoboji students to rep-
resent their school and community on a
statewide stage.

If you would like to contribute via
sponsorship to help defray costs for this
trip of sending the entire band to Des
Moines, please reach out viaemail ,0okobo-
Jifinearts@ gmail.com.More information
about the performance and related events
will be shared as the date approaches.

ILUUF Welcomes Allan Saugstad -
Social Justice Dialogue

The Iowa Lakes Unitarian Universalist Fellowship (ILUUF)
invites the community to an engaging morning of reflection and
action on Sunday, February 8, at 10:00 AM. Featuring guest
speaker Allan Saugstad from All Souls Unitarian Universalist
in Sioux Falls, the program will center on the vital theme of
social justice. As a fellowship known for its progressive and
forward-thinking values, ILUUF provides a dedicated platform
for exploring how diverse belief systems can collaborate to cre-
ate a more equitable world. The event will be held at the Lakes
Area Activity Center, located at 2101 Zenith Avenue in Spirit
Lake, lowa, with a virtual attendance option available via Zoom
links at www.UUOkoboji.com.

Asa“come as you are” community, the lowa Lakes Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship extends an open invitation to everyone,
regardless of whether you identify as religious, secular, or are
simply searching for a meaningful connection. Attendees can
expect an open-hearted environment defined by inclusive fel-
lowship and a diverse group of people from all walks of life.
The morning promises a blend of soulful music designed to
inspire and uplift, alongside engaging conversations that take

deep dives into contemporary social issues.
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Applicants Sought For Healthcare
Scholarship & Loan Programs

Applications are now being accepted for the Bennie B. and
Ernestine F. Shine Scholarship, Adam J. Anderson Scholarship,
as well as the Cornwall Loan Program. All programs are designed
to help area students pursue healthcare careers.

The Shine scholarship fund, administered by Spencer Hos-
pital, annually awards funds to persons who have completed at
least one semester of a nursing or allied health program, such as
radiology, therapy programs (respiratory care, speech, physical
oroccupational), medical technology, laboratory tech, paramedic
training, pharmacy, etc. These programs are not intended to fund
individuals pursuing a degree in medicine, dentistry, physician
assistantor veterinary science. The AdamJ. Anderson scholarship
fund, administered by Spencer Hospital, annually awards funds
to persons pursuing education & training to become certified
EMS provider (EMT through Paramedic).

Ben Shine was a long-time trustee of the Spencer Hospital
Board. His wife, Ernestine Shine, was active in the hospital
auxiliary and served as president of that organization. The Shines
recognized the importance of quality health care for their com-
munity and were actively involved in maintaining a quality and
progressive hospital. One effort toward achieving this goal was
the establishment of the Shine Scholarship.

The Ruth Cornwall Loan Program was created by Wilson
Cornwall in memory of his wife, Ruth, who had received quality
hospital care and later home care from Spencer Hospital during
an extended illness. The Cornwall family wished to help local
people interested in receiving healthcare education. To accom-
plish this, a low-interest loan program was created.

The Adam J. Anderson Scholarship was created by Duane
Anderson of Webb and Marcia Anderson Taylor of Spencer in
memory of their son Adam who died in January 2001 of cancer.
Adam had worked as a volunteer on the Terril ambulance crew
after graduating from Iowa Lakes Community College and later
took a job as an EMT for Spencer Hospital. According to his
mother, Adam’s goal was to obtain his paramedic certification,
and he was accepted into paramedic school in August 2000;
however, his illness had progressed so much he was unable to
attend. The scholarship is intended to honor Adam’s memory
and his spirit, and to enable others to fulfill the dream to be of
service to others as EMS Providers (EMT through Paramedics).

The application deadline for both the Shine & Adam J. Ander-
son Scholarship and Cornwall Loan is March31,2026.Recipients
will be notified of their award in May. Applications are available
on the Spencer Hospital Website at https://www.spencerhospital .
orglabout-us/professional-education/scholarships/

For questions, please contact Danelle Stumbo, Spencer
Hospital Educational Coordinator at danelle.stumbo@spen-
cerhospital.org.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The publisher does not necessarily share the views/opinions stated

in the “Letters to the Editor” published in The Lakes News Shopper.

To The Editor:

Embarrassed-Ashamed-Disgusted-Abhorent

These adjectives define the state of America today. Daily,
Trump and his administration embark on anti-constitutional
capers,economic madness,ally alienation, grift, lies and lawless-
ness. Trump’s speech at Davos was the worse ever made by an
American president showing total lack of historical knowledge,
disregard for treaties/allies, disdain for former American and cur-
rent world leaders and outright lies on the American economy.
Americans should be abhorred at such a performance! Likewise,
we should be abhorred by continued assault by ICE on Ameri-
can cities inflicting fatalities (murder) in the Twin Cities with
officials and the President claiming victims to be terrorists or
falsely accused of assault. This is not the America I grew up in
or envisioned for my kids and grandchildren. In fact, polls show
71% of Americans feel the country is on the wrong path! In a
recent TV program, Professor Eddie Glaude opined that since
the eighties Americans have been quietly building on a system
of selfishness, greed and hate. This is demonstrated daily by
Trump as he appears to believe that we will not acknowledge
our own complacencies. We have taken our Constitutional De-
mocracy for granted leading to the Trump catastrophe; actually
envisioned by our Founders. Theodore Roosevelt once said,
“Americans learn best from catastrophe, and will learn that the
help they once took for granted after disasters might be harder
to come by.” This is exactly where we stand and have a hard
road ahead! J. Michael Luttig, a former federal judge stated,
“If America is to long endure, we must summon our courage,
our fearlessness, our hope, our spirited sense of invulnerability
to political enthrall, and, most important, our abiding faith in
the divine providence of this nation. We have been given the
high charge of our forebears to keep the republic they founded
a quarter of a millennium ago. If we do not keep it now, we will
surely lose it.” How do we not lose it? By demanding through
continual writing and flooding calls to our congressional repre-
sentatives/senators; demanding change, ensuring fair elections
and reclaiming their status as an equal branch of government.
By joining peaceful demonstrations and boycotts. By joining
groups communicating truth. By support/votes for new candidates
who renounce authoritarianism, uphold our constitutional ideals
with supporting institutions, rebuild our international relations
and promote sensible legislation to benefit future generations.
It’s hard, but patriotism calls!

Terry B. Yarns

Spirit Lake, Iowa
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Cbitnary

Vernon Hammerstrom was born on April 21, 1945,
to Vernon and Nellie (Conly) Hammerstrom. He grew up
in the Leeds area
of Sioux City. He
wasa 1963 gradu-
ate of Leeds High
School, which
he said had the
best classmates
ever! He proudly
served his country
inthe USArmy in
Vietnam.

Vern treasured
time with his family, especially with his son, Jeff, his
daughter-in-law, Kristen,and his two grandchildren, Natalie
and Casey, while cruising Lake Okoboji on the pontoon
or beating them all in cribbage.

Vern was preceded in death by his parents and his sister,
Diane Hammerstrom.

Condolences may be sent to Meyer Brothers Funeral
Home Colonial Chapel, 3230 Stone Park Blvd., Sioux
City,IA51104. Memorial gifts may be made to the Gospel
Mission of Sioux City.
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Cbituary

Layton W. Vick, 84, of Spirit Lake,Iowa, passed away on Satur-
day,January 17,2026, at Lakes Regional Healthcare in Spirit Lake.

Amemorial service will be
held at a later date. Arrange-
ments are being handled by
Turner Jenness Funeral Home
in Spirit Lake.

Layton was born on De-
cember 17, 1941, to Layton
Clarence and Edna May Vick.
He was one of five children:
Beverly, Fredrick, Larry, and
William. The family lived
above the general store that
later became known as Vick’s
Corner.

Layton later relocated to Des Moines, lowa, where he worked
in various trades. During this time, he met and married Janet E.
Scholes. In the fall of 1964, Layton’s father passed away. The fol-
lowing summer, Layton and Janet, along with their son, returned to
Spirit Lake to live above the store and operate the family business.

Layton owned and operated Vick’s Corner until his passing.
Over the years, the store became a well-known local landmark, of-
fering a wide variety of goods and attractions. Layton was one of
the longest-operating U-Haul dealers in Iowa. The annual Antique
Show and Flea Market grew into a major summer event held over
Memorial Day, Independence Day, and Labor Day weekends.

Many will also remember renting movies and VCRs from Vick’s
Corner during the 1980s, the Ice Shack rentals of the late 1960s and
1970s, the CB radio era, and the CPR and First Aid classes Layton
taught throughout the years.

Layton is survived by his four children, LaRonna L. Hoffer
(Scott), Paul N. Vick (Shelly), Layton C. Vick II (Michelle), and
Elizabeth A. Vick-Hermann (Rolf); brothers, Larry Vick, William
Vick (Rachel); as well as numerous grandchildren, nieces, and
nephews. Layton was preceded in death by his son, Robert; father,
Layton C.; mother, Edna; brother, Fredrick; sister- and brother-in-
law, Beverly and Warren Whitmer; sister-in-law, Susan.

A Celebration of Life for Judy Eisenbacher was held Sunday,
February 1, 2026, at the Lakes Area Senior Center in Spirit Lake,
Towa. A private family service
will be held at a later date at St.
John’s Lutheran Cemetery in
Ringsted, Iowa.

Judith Joanne Eisenbacher,
age 85, passed away January 25,
2026, at Accura Healthcare in
Spirit Lake. She was born on
May 4, 1940, in Ringsted, lowa,
to Harvey and Geneva Pedersen.

Judy grew up in Ringsted and
graduated from Ringsted High
School in 1958. She went on to
pursue her calling in nursing,
earning her Bachelor’s Degree
in Nursing from lowa Lutheran
Hospital in May of 1961. Nursing was more than a profession for
Judys; it was a lifelong commitment to caring for others. She worked
as a nurse in Chicago, Armstrong, and Algona, before spending 29
years at Good Samaritan in Estherville, lowa, where she eventually
retired and moved initially to Spirit Lake and then Spencer, lowa.

Judy was the oldest of eight children and spending time with
family was her greatest joy in life. An avid traveler, she visited all
50 states, all the Great Lakes, and dreamed of ways to get rich so
she could buy an island in the Bahamas. She loved her coffee and
would often post funny notes about coffee and other bits of history
ortriviaon Facebook, much to the delight of friends. Judy also loved
to challenge herself and try new things — walls were adorned by her
watercolor paintings and artwork, she trained to become a Tornado
Spotter, earned her green belt in Tackwondo, worked the polls dur-
ing elections, gardened, was a wonderful baker, and always found
ways to give back to her community and to those less fortunate.

She is survived by her two daughters, Julie (Doug) Stahly of
Lake Park and Jill (John) Dannels of Spencer; five grandchildren,
Lacey (Adam) Reese-Hoogeterp of Lake Park, Lindsey Reese of
Lake Park, Lexi (Austin Wassman) Stahly of Harris, Jared Dannels
of Spencer, and Jordan Dannels of Spencer; four great-grandchildren,
Justine Reese, Annistyn Hoogeterp, Beckham Reese and Vienna
Hoogeterp. She is also survived by six siblings, Joan (Lenny) Pe-
sicka of Lone Rock; Dr. Jerry (Shirley) Pedersen of Paris, Texas;
Dr. Jack (Karen) Pedersen of Corpus Christi, Texas; Joel Pedersen
of Spencer; Jay (Lori) Pedersen of Spirit Lake, and Dr. Jeff (Al-
lison) Pedersen of Arlington, Texas; along with many nieces and
nephews whom she dearly loved.

Judy was preceded in death by her parents, Harvey and Geneva
Pedersen; brother, Jim (Nancy) Pedersen; infant sister, Karen;
sister-in-law, Nancy Pedersen; son-in-law, John Dannels; and a
niece and nephew.

Judy will be dearly missed by her family, friends, and all who
were fortunate enough to know her.

Arrangements are under the care of Turner Jenness Funeral Home.
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AA Meetings

The Jackson Java open
AA meetings will resume on
Tuesdays at 7:00pm,atJackson
Center for the Arts (309 2nd
Street, Jackson, Minnesota).

For more information, con-
tact Aili at 507-840-0639.
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Myhre Named New Director A
Dickinson County Museum

The Dickinson County Historical Society is pleased to an-

A visitation for Kirby Clark, age 79, of Spirit Lake, will be held
Sunday, February 8, from 2:00-4:00 PM at Turner Jenness Funeral
Home in Spirit Lake. There will be
a Scripture Service at the funeral
home at 4:00 PM.

Kirby Joe Clark, the son of | __¢
Leslie and Venita (Fink) Clark, [
was born on April 13, 1946, in
Sanborn, Iowa. He passed away
peacefully on January 27, 2026,
at his home in Spirit Lake, Iowa.

His family moved to Everly,
Iowa, where Kirby grew up and
attended school as a “Cattle-
feeder”. Kirby played football in
his freshman year, but switched
to basketball for the remainder of
his high school years. He was also
the girls’ softball manager in his senior year, graduating in 1964.
Next to his photo in the senior yearbook, Kirby’s class motto was
"Everybody should know how to work, although he doesn’t need
to let the knowledge warp his life.”

Kirby proudly served his country in the United States Army,
enlisting on September 30, 1965. He attained the rank of ES and
was honorably discharged on September 27, 1968.

On July 20, 1968, Kirby was united in marriage to Monica Mil-
lan in Armstrong Creek, Wisconsin. Throughout his working years,
Kirby was employed as a handyman and CNC machinist, known
for his skill, reliability, and strong work ethic.

Kirby enjoyed woodworking and spending time watching sports
on television. He was an avid fan of the lowa Hawkeyes, Los An-
geles Dodgers, Los Angeles Lakers, and the Green Bay Packers.
Kirby and Monica especially loved ballroom dancing and traveling
together, as well as gathering with family and friends.

Aside from sports, Kirby’s greatest love was his family; a loving
and devoted wife, daughter, son and granddaughters. He felt truly
blessed beyond words.

Everyone that met Kirby liked him. He had a way about him that
drew people to him with his wit, good sense of humor and genuine
good heart. One special person described Kirby perfectly: “Akinder
man you could not find, one willing to give you all he had, willing
to say he loved you and would always greet you with a smile.”

Kirby is survived by his loving wife, Monica Clark; his children,
Tricia (Brandon) Mansfield of Spirit Lake and Kyle (Sandra) Clark
of Spirit Lake; his brother, Richard (Dreana) Clark of Cortez, Colo-
rado; his grandchildren, Gwendolyn and Lillian; as well as many
nieces, nephews, and other family members.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Leslie and Venita Clark;
two sisters, Marley and Joan; and three brothers: Jack, Tom,and Gary.

Turner Jenness Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements.

Marriage Retreat at Okoboji
Lutheran Bible Camp

Enjoy your own Valentine’s Day Getaway! On February
13-15, Ingham Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camps is hosting a
Marriage Retreat. Featured speakers Eric and Pam Hulstrand
will offer biblical teaching during the sessions helping couples
take further steps towards a healthy, happy marriage. Optional
activities include a banquet meal, evening entertainment, free
couples photo shoot and more. The Marriage Retreat is a great
opportunity to carve out time together, without kids, without
housework, without projects, and enjoy each other’s company.
Everyone is invited to register and learn more by visiting www.
okoboji.org/marriage-retreat or by calling 1-800-OKOBOJI.

MELAKES NEWS

Auctions

nounce that Jean Ann Myhre of rural Spirit Lake has been hired

her duties February 2nd.
“Jean Ann offers many

found appealing,” said Jona-
than Reed, president of the
Dickinson County Historical
Society. “She has strong orga-
nizational and administrative
skills, and as a lifelong area
resident, she knows Dickinson
County, is a familiar face to
many residents.”

Jean Ann has numerous
contacts as both a volunteer,
and operator of her own
successful event planning
business, supporting events
for the Okoboji Blue Water
Festival, Pearson Lakes Art
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asthe new Director of the Dickinson County Museum. She began

attributes as director that we |

Center, Okoboji Yacht Club, and others.

A crucial aspect in her hiring is that Myhre was raised with a
ulti- ? passion for local history —her mother, Charlene Smith Thomsen,
was named “Queen of the lowa Navy” in 1955. That passion has
carried over to her daughter, Emma, who created the popular
historical podcast series The Okoboji Project with Museum

First founded in 1961, the Dickinson County Museum at
1708 Keokuk in Spirit Lake holds the distinction of being the
first railroad depot in the state to be converted to a museum.
= In October, the Historical Society opened an exciting interac-
tive educational installation in the 1884 depot, telling the story
of railroading and its importance to Dickinson County.
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Mary Sue Ackley (affectionately known as Big Sue) passed
away on January 2, 2026, just nine days after her triumphant 95t
birthday. She celebrated her birthday, [z ] 77
Christmas,New Year’s Eve,and New !
Year’s Day surrounded by family
and all of her grandchildren—talk
about going out surrounded by joy
and love!

Along-timeresidentof lowa,Bob
and Sue moved to California to be
close to their family in 1987. They
lived for over 25 years in the Oak
Valley neighborhood of Cupertino.
They moved to The Hamilton in
Palo Alto two years ago, and en-
joyed meeting new friends and the
wonderful staff who supported them
with great kindness.

Originally from Decatur, Illinois,
Sue moved to Cedar Rapids, Iowa,
during her senior year of high school.
After graduating from the University of lowa, she moved to Salinas,
California, to support Bob while he served his tour of duty with the
Army at Fort Ord. When Bob completed his service, they moved
to Bob's hometown, Ottumwa, Iowa.

She met her husband, Bob, in college. As fate would have it, they
were set up on a blind date during their sophomore year, and they
tied the knot just a day after graduation in 1952. Sue was a stay-at-
home mom, raising their two children while Bob worked tirelessly
at the South Ottumwa Savings Bank. Once the kids were off to high
school and college, Sue jumped into the real estate game, eagerly
becoming an esteemed realtor and self-appointed “tour guide” for
newcomers to town.

Bob introduced Sue to golf, which quickly became a shared pas-
sion. In fact, he gave her golf clubs as a wedding gift and took her
to the U.S. Open on their honeymoon. Summer highlights included
Thursday morning Women’s Play, Friday Mixed Couples Night,and
amyriad of nine- and eighteen-hole adventures together. Sue racked
up a number of Ottumwa Country Club Women's Club Champion-
ships, and she and Bob were often the Couple's Club Champions. A
standout moment was their visit to the Masters Golf Tournament in
Augusta—a bucket list achievement that they checked off together.

Cheering for the lowa Hawkeyes, both in football and basketball,
became yet another shared passion for Sue and Bob. You should
have heard their cheers for the current college teams, along with
fan favorites like Caitlin Clark, George Kittle, and lowa State alum
Brock Purdy. “Go Fever” and “Go 49ers!” echoed frequently in
their household!

One of Sue’s greatest loves was spending time at Lake Okoboji
in Northwestern Iowa, her second home, where she cultivated fan-
tastic friendships and cherished the company of “old” friends. She
loved playing bridge and attending parties at the Okoboji Yacht
Club, and dining with her gang at the Outrigger on Thursday nights.
The "Ottumwa/Okoboji" family nieces, Linda Bloom (deceased)
(Michael), Nancy Menke (Steve),and Amy Maris (John), and many
great nieces and nephews welcomed Bob and Sue back to the lakes
each summer with open arms.

Sue was also actively involved in PEO, a nationwide char-
ity dedicated to women’s education and philanthropy, and was a
vibrant member of the Trinity Episcopal Church in Ottumwa and
St. Albans in Okoboji.

She leaves behind her beloved husband, Bob, and two children,
Susan Sherwood of San Jose, CA; and Stephen Ackley, along
with his wife Maryan, of Palo Alto, California. Sue was adored
by her five grandchildren: Susan’s two kids, Scott Sherwood (Los
Angeles) and Sarah Sherwood, and fiancée, Jaya Batra (New York
City), along with Stephen and Maryan’s trio: Kate Ackley and her
husband Phil Adamson (Palo Alto), Lucie Ackley (Santa Cruz),
and Charlie Ackley (Palo Alto). Sue was also predeceased by her
brother, Jesse M. Birks; his wife, Mary, and their two children live
in Southern California.

Acelebration of life will take place this summer at Lake Okoboyji.
In lieu of flowers, you may wish to consider a gift to the Okoboji
Community Foundation or to St. Alban's Episcopal Church.
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Investment Adviser Representative of Royal Fund Management,
LLC; a SEC Registered Investment Adviser

Looking for a retirement plan solution that may eliminate your annual audit cost,
reduce your fiduciary liability, and remove the daily to-do list from your workday?

The days of endless emails, calls, administrative tasks, liability, risk, 5500’s and audits can all go away.
Introducing the 401(k) Maneuver Pooled Employer Plan through EMPOWER.

A Pooled Employer Plan (PEP) is a retirement plan that allows unrelated businesses to participate in one
plan managed by a Pooled Plan Provider (PPP). By participating in the PEP, you should continue to enjoy
all of your current benefits without the liability, stress, and administrative challenges.

QUICK, SAFE, LOCAL.

SCHEDULE YOURS TODAY. CALL 712-262-6320.

;*S

Northwest Iowa

Urgeons

IF YOURE
OVER 45,
IT°S TIME

A screening colonoscopy could save
your life - and it’s easier than you think.

=12 Lakes Regional
* Healthcare

An Avera Partner



mailto:Welcome@keelsonharbour.com
http://www.okoboji.org/marriage-retreat
http://www.okoboji.org/marriage-retreat
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Transform i
Your Bathroom :!/
and Change /7 /
Your Llfe. //

FREE TOILET + $1,500 OFF'

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-417-1306
Ay safestep

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last.
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions
may apply. Offer available in select markets only. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445 13VH11096000

Support

LAKES NEWS SHOPPER

Advertising Family of Merchants.

Check Your Spots...
Protect Your Future

ﬂ\ a

Crystal Meyer Kelsey Schmidt
ARNP ARNP

Don't let a small change
become a big problem—
schedule your full body
screening today.

Call Now to
Schedule an Appointment:

712-336-2728

2704 Enterprise Avenue,
Spirit Lake, 1A
Satellite Clinics in Estherville,
Emmetsburg & Humboldt

AKESS

DERMATOLOGY

[We accept most insurances}

This Valentine’s Day, partner with The LNS to reach new customers while giving back to our
community. Advertise in our special "Love Local" print & online section and save on your ad costs!
How It Works: The LNS will reduce your advertising rate by $25 or $50 in exchange for a gift
certificate to your business of equal value. We then use those certificates for our reader giveaway!

The BENEFIT to You:
* Massive Reach: We have over 50,000 weekly impressions!
¢ Digital Growth: 5,400+ social media followers
¢ Collahorative Marketing: We'll tag your business in our posts to help grow your following
¢ Guaranteed Foot Traffic: The winner comes through your doors!

Let’s make this season about the places that make our community
feel like home. Shop Small, Eat Big, and Love Local!

Love Local Contest Details

Ads to Run in the

To Enter the Drawing, LNS Readers th Ecliti

& Online Followers M’ust: February 10" Edition of

1. Follow the participating businesses ﬂ THE

under the “LNS Love Local” header(s) ) U\KES NEWS SH[IPPEH
on their social media business pages.

2. Comment on The LNS Facebook Ad Sizes:

Page by Thurs., Feb. 12" at 5pm
your top choice for a gift certificate
from a participating business

for a chance to win!

3. Tag a friend!

A random drawing will be held on
Feb. 13" to determine winners of
next weeks gift certificates.

2 columns x 5: (3" x 5")
4 columns x 5" (7" x 5")

.

v

Ad deadlines for Week 2 of Love Local Promotion is

Friday, February 6
M

contact THE LAKES NEWS SHOPPER at 712.338.2232 or

JOHN JANTINA JENNA
712.330.2396 712.320.5187 712.330.7354
john@LNSprint.com jantina@LNSprint.com jenna@LNSprint.com

Milford 712.338.4800 | Fostoria 712.262.2708

BETTER!

Spirit Lake location opening

SPRING o 2026!

Q FARMERS SaviNGs BANK
émmg Sinﬂmy Re/adomshé/os

fshfostoria.com

Al-Anon Meeting
Schedule

The new Okoboji Al-Anon
Group meets every Thursday
at 5:30 p.m. at Calvary United
Methodist Church, located at
679 W. Okoboji Grove Rd. in
Arnolds Park; for additional
details, you may call 312-280-
8732.

Meanwhile, the Milford
New Hope Al-Anon group
holds its meetings virtually
via Zoom using Meeting ID
775 5729 0457 and passcode
JXEU2H.

For further information
or to find other local groups,
please visit lowa-Al-Anon.
org,navigate to the "Meetings"
tab, and search for Milford, IA
51351. You may also contact
the area information line at
712-580-4406.

Yoga Class

Seniors are invited to par-
ticipate in free chair yogaevery
Friday from 9:50 to 10:20 AM.
These sessions focus on build-
ing balance and core strength
tohelp participants stay healthy
and active. The class meets at
the Lakes Area Activity/Senior
Centerislocated at2101 Zenith
Ave in Spirit Lake (behind
PizzaRanch).No special equip-
ment or clothing is required;
attendees are welcome to come
as they are and give it a try.

The benefits of yoga are
well-documented by the medi-
cal community. They include
improved balance, flexibility,
strength, coordination, and en-
ergy.As muscles gainelasticity,
daily tasks can be performed
with considerably more ease.
Furthermore, improved bal-
ance and core strength make
individuals safer and less likely
toexperience accidents or falls.
Beyond the physical benefits,
the class offers a pleasant so-
cial gathering with a friendly
community.

SHOP
LOCAL

RETIREMENT QUESTIONS KEEPING YOU UP AT NIGHT?

« Am | saving enough to
retire comfortably ?

= How much can | spend in
retirement without running
out of money?

= What happens to my money
if something happens to me?

At Prairie Plans Asset Management,
Tyler Adams can help you answer these questions and
create a personalized retirement plan.

Rest Easy with the Assurance of a Comfortable Retirement-
Call Tyler Today to Book your Complimentary Consultation!

PRAIRIE
PLANS ::......

PEOPLE YOU TRUST. PLANNINGC THAT WORKS.

TvLer Apams, CPFA®

Financial Representative

712-262-2600 or 833-275-1682
Spencer, IA | Spirit Lake, IA | WWW.PRAIRIEPLANS.COM

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a registered investment advisor. Member FINRA/SIPC.

AAAAMAD "'Vvvn"vvvﬂ“ "'Vvvvv"vvvﬂ"""'nvv"vvvv"‘""vvvvv‘

DICKINSON COUNTY TAXPAYERS ASSOCIATION

ANOpen Letter to Iowa's State
Representatives and Senators,

I am writing as President of the Dickinson County Taxpayers Association
regarding ongoing discussions about property tax reform in Iowa.
The Dickinson County Taxpayers Association has served local taxpayers
since 1982. Our mission is to advocate for transparent government, fiscal
responsibility, and the wise use of taxpayer dollars.

Across Iowa, property taxpayers are increasingly frustrated by rising tax
bills driven by continued growth in city, county, and school district spending,
coupled with limited transparency and accountability. From our perspective,
the core problem in the property tax system is not assessments, levy rates, or

complex formulas—it is spending.

If the Iowa Legislature wishes to enact meaningful and lasting property tax
reform, it must directly address the growth of local government operating
expenses. While our preference is always for the State to remain out of
local affairs, many local boards and committees have failed to demonstrate
sufficient fiscal restraint. As a result, we reluctantly accept that the State
must step in to impose reasonable and enforceable limits.

If the Legislature proceeds, we strongly recommend the following reforms:

1. Spending Limits

Limit the annual growth of property tax revenue to 2 percent for all local
taxing entities. Allow local governments to exceed the cap only with voter
approval, ensuring transparency and accountability.

2. Property Tax Structure Simplification

Simplify the system so taxpayers can clearly understand how their taxes are
calculated. Any changes to the rollback system must ensure that hommeowners
are protected from sudden and dramatic tax increases, and that levy rates
accurately reflect any changes in taxable value.

3. Reserve Balance Limits
Limit aggregate reserve balances to no more than 30% of prior-year operating
expenses, excluding capital and bonded projects.

4. Use of Excess Reserves
Require excess reserves to be either: a) Returned directly to taxpayers, or
b) Used to reduce levy rates.

5. Voter Approval for Major Projects

Require voter approval for any capital improvement project—or allied
projects—exceeding 20% of annual operating expenses. This would ensure
taxpayer consent for large-scale expenditures.

6. Taxpayer Voice
Expand voter approval requirements for major decisions, including bonds,
shared-service arrangements, and emergency tax increases.

7. Shared Services & Efficiency
Allow counties under 50,000 residents to voluntarily share services between
counties, cities, and school districts to reduce duplication and costs.

8. Independent Efficiency Audits
Require third-party efficiency audits to improve transparency, eliminate waste,
and ensure taxpayer dollars are being spent effectively.

9. Property Tax Fairness Review

Conduct a comprehensive review of all property tax exemptions and credits—
residential, commercial, industrial, and agricultural—to ensure fairness and
prevent tax shifting.

We also urge the Legislature to pay close attention to definitions, as the
success of any reform depends on clear and consistent language.

In particular, definitions must address:

e Population growth measurements e CPI index selection

e Exemptions and deductions (seniors, first responders, military, etc.)

e Reserves e Capital projects and improvements e Bonded projects

e Operating expenses e Treatment of grants, subsidies, and outside funding

Without firm definitions, spending limits can be bypassed,
and the burden will continue to fall on property taxpayers.

Thank you for your service and for your attention to this critical issue.
Iowa taxpayers deserve reform that restrains spending, increases
transparency, and restores accountability to local government budgets.

Respectfully,
Mark Sullivan

President, Dickinson County Taxpayers Association
info@dctaxpayers.org
dctaxpayers.org
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Lake Park Mobile Food Pantry  lowa Lakes Corridor Announces 2026 YOUR TURNKEY OKOBOJI LIFE STARTS HERE.
fordarioatonen Tharsey. ey 5. 20260 rem 30 o0 BUSINESS Recognition Award Winners IR T EUTEN  orEN
pm at the Lake Park Methodist Eme=g HE % | N ’ = I_IOUSE

Church located at 1471 135th f5
Ave, Lake Park. Registra- § HOUSE
BRIDGES BAY

tion will be inside the church
$410,000 :251567

beginning at 3:30 pm, you
290 240TH AVENUE

must be present to register.
You may pick up groceries |

# 253 | ARNOLDS PARK
FURNISHED | DOUBLE GARAGE

The Iowa Lakes Corridor Development Corporation (Corridor) once again recognized great
achievements by local businesses Wednesday at the organization’s 15th Annual Business Rec-
ognition Luncheon at the Clay
County Regional Events Center
in Spencer in front of a record-
breaking audience.

Winners of this year’s Busi-
ness Recognition awards are:

for someone that is not able [&
to make it. Please do not line B3

up at the front door (southeast * Young Professional of the GREAT RENTAL INVESTMENT
corner of the church) before 3:30 pm. Please bring boxes, bags Year — Andrew Geelan,

or containers for your groceries. Distribution will begin at 4:30 Geelan Funeral Home,

pm. Volunteers will help bring your groceries to your vehicle. Spencer MATT LIPPON

Questions? Call the Lake Park Methodist Church at 712-832- * Entrepreneur of the Year 712.330.0604 | 712.339.5108

3361 or Jerilyn Marra 712-348-0475. — Laura Bjornstad & Sa_

LAKESHORE | COMMERCIAL | RESIDENTIAL | BUYGREATLAKES.COM 00 4 @ B ms

mantha Ring, Boat House

Apparel, Arnolds Park
S E I |0 302 18" Street ¢ Small Business Excellence
Spirit Lake —VeSo Coffee, Storm Lake

R E AL e Large Business Excellence
— Buena Vista Regional Medical Center, Storm Lake

Serving the lowa Great Lakes & surrounding areas since 1977! Additional awards:
e Partner of the Year — First Children’s Finance
1103 Scott Street - Ruthven, IA

P
A
JOWA LAKES Cq

* Housing Champion — Talon Development

Beautiful Brick Duplex! Three individuals were honored for their years of service
Each unit offers 2 Beds, 1 Bath | on the Corridor board: 3
- with your own laundry area. ¢ Brad Beck represented Beck Engineering, Inc., from July  forsieos

Tons of updates to baths. roof 2019 to December 2025, serving as Vice Chair in 2022,
mechanicals ! Chair in 2023-2024, and Past Chair in 2025.
. e Keith Deitering represented Bank Midwest from July

149,900 MLS#251025 2021 to May 2025,

N ¢ Jed Skogerboe represented lowa Lakes Electric Coopera-
BEN SEXTON 712-320-3311 tive from January 2023 to June 2025, serving as Vice Chair
sextonsellsokoboji.com

in 2024 and Treasurer in 2025. = & “
Also recognized was Toby Shine. In honor of Shine’s con- [forRIPOR
tributions to the region, including being one of the co-founders

of the ITowa Lakes Corridor Development Corporation and the Laura Bjornstad B uy in g or S ellin g int h e La ke s Area?
Okoboji Entrepreneurial Institute, the Corridor Lifetime Impact
. Award was given to Toby Shine’s family in his memory. JD’s Creations of Spencer created a o
FRE_E Motorized Wand unique meta% sculpture f(zlr this one-time};ward. g b C a ll H oien Re a lty TO d ay !
with the purchase of “It was an honor to celebrate these amazing businesses and individuals from across the re- 712-336-2790
HunterDougIas ‘ gion,” said Corridor President & CEO Curt Strouth. “From small business owners to regional - .
Sonnette Shades! i ',‘ developers, and large businesses to Toby’s legacy, each and every awardee was very deserving

Ch LISA PARKS of this recognition, and we are glad to be able to recognize them today.”

HunterDouglas . Custom Crafted Window Fashions . Nominations for the annual Business Recognitiop awards in the categories gf Young Profes-
sional, Entrepreneur, Small Business and Large Business are made by area business leaders and

| community members. These nominations are then reviewed by a volunteer committee drawn

‘ from across the region and are evaluated based on commitment, impact and growth in Corridor -

, | communities.

| Recipients accepted their awards Wednesday in front of a large gathering of over 330 com-

‘ munity representatives and leaders, the largest audience for this event. The Business Recognition

I [ Luncheon also featured keynote speaker Devin Henderson.

RIC MARILYN MARILYN KARRI
|

=)\ STRICKLAND VOS ANDERSON

320-2790 320-7070 320-7982 Office Manager

N
\

N ,
_. ] | ‘r‘ ‘
N Ask how you an
| receive 10" off your next
HunterDouglas 4 J
order! .

FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATIONS! \L
1706 Hill Avenue e Spirit Lake * 712-320-3492 (O

2

S SHOPPER
Pd,gi"o you.every
ay bygoing to *
akesnewsshopper.com
SN, | L SRR N
licking on “e-subscribe’
e 2 N

C

GREG SHEELER HOLLI HANSEN CHARLIE LEISSLER  JANIE EICK LIZ SANDY KYMM JONES TAYLOR GALLES
712.330.1573 507.220.4487 712.229.9809 712.339.0574 712.330.1386 712.320.67374 712.898.7262

% np : ' ///‘//
., LA | &S | @ EXIT REALTY MIDWEST
TRACY EVANS BROOKE JONES DEB GOETZINGER  LONNA DRAAYER  CYNTHIABESAW  WILL KRETSINGER ~ AARON JONES

712.330.2748 641.420.2172 712.330.1232 712.320.5480 712.330.7212 712.301.4040 712.320.9442

Every Local Listing. / N\

Every Open House. x I Lo+#1g-TO OUR 2025
EXPLORE PROPERTIES ACROSS

One Easy Search.  \\| |// | ®suaa: MILLION DOLLAR PRODUCERS!

Search homes, condos, cabins, lake properties,
land, and more in Arnolds Park, Okoboji, Spirit
Lake, Milford, West Okoboji, Wahpeton, Lake

Visit SellBoji.com .

MLS# or Address

272 N HWY 71 Arnolds Park | 712.336.4967

Residential Type

) TOP PRODUCER

Okoboji Realty

SPECIALIZING IN OKOBOJI LAKESHORE PROPERTY

BRAD SANDERSON

NEW LISTING!

WEST LAKE, MANHATTAN BEACH MILFORD, NATURE TRAILS SPIRIT LAKE, LAKES AREA STORAGE

TANNER PERRIGO TRACEY RADCLIFFE SCOTT REYNOLDS

EXIT REALTY MIDWEST

SPIRIT LAKE IOWA & IOWA GREAT LAKES

$670,000 $88,900

Recently updated on West Lake Okoboji with Beautifully crafted 4 bed, 3 bath home with water Lakes Area Storage unit with oversized doors,
stunning views and high-end finishes. views and access to clubhouse and pool. included utility, and year-round maintenance.

CONTACT US TODAY!
s o Sl We re proud to be a part of the lowa Great Lakes
b Community serving our clients with honest and

professional service in the real estate industry.

SCAN FOR MORE DETAILS ON LISTINGS!

OKOBOJIRE.COM

1121 Brooks Park Drive, PO Box 815, Okoboji, IA 51355

712.336.4000 | Licensed in lowa ————— D LY
AMY ACKLEY MARIS MICKEY HARRINGTON RYAN MARIS

iz snaEen NZ220I2E Tz 220 EET B|MLS 1306 18th Street, Suife C Spirit Lake, 1A 51360 712-33¢-3406 EXitRealtyMidwest.com f
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CHEVROLET let’s drive

TOYOTA

TOM HUYNH

THE IOWA GREAT LAKES FISHING CLUB’S

DRIVE CONFIDENT - 2026 SPRING FISHING SEINAR
SPEND SMART! AR

Y% 2 2 227

CHECK OUT THESE
LOWER MILEAGE VEHICLES

MLE

gl 1]

DER 20,000

\

2023 CHEVROLET TRAILBLAZER LS 2014 RAM 1500 TRADESMAN
10,146 miles 26,117 miles

0KOBOJI BEST PRICE 19,695 0KOBOJI BEST PRICE *14,694

N

e

FEBRUARYS:

OAK HILL OUTDOOR | MILFORD
5 PM DOORS OPEN | 6 PM DINNER SERVICE
7 PM FEATURED SPEAKER

FREE MEAL FOR ALL MEMBERS AND FAMILY FOLLOWED BY SEMINAR.
NON-MEMBERS ARE ALSO WELCOME WITH $10 MEAL CHARGE.
MEMBERSHIPS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR $35 (SAME COST FOR INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES).

‘W o R \i:; 5¢ e e e Qe ) e ) Q ) Q ) Q .
2020 KIA SPORTAGE S o 2019 JEEP RENEGADE LATITUDE ‘3“.’;‘7‘; "‘;‘5‘5 "‘;*‘;
47,190 miles 59,362 miles
0KOBOJI BEST PRICE 16,995 0KOBOJI BEST PRICE *15,475

Turn Those "Someday” Plans into Today's Reality—
Winter, is the Ultimate Season for. Indoor, Painting!

~ 2022 TOYOTA COROLLA HYBRID LE 2016 TOYOTA CAMRY LE
63,860 miles 72,267 miles
0KOBOJI BEST PRICE 18,995 0KOBOJI BEST PRICE 14,995

2018 TOYOTA CAMRY XLE ~ 2016 GMC CANYON SLT .
73,219 miles 99,219 miles | . B L {*AQ _
0KOBOJI BEST PRICE 19,975 0KOBOJI BEST PRICE 19,995 e =y
| Lb b =
= i -

A\

e ||

t |
827 r
&«/“':']

3401 Bergquist Ave.
Spirit Lake ¢ 712-336-3373
1 block off Hwy. 71, across from Ferguson's Landscape

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sat. 7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. * Sun. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

@ONMTRARNN7 TOYOTA

Fick’s .

LYY c 2 2 Z &
: HWY. 9 WEST e SPIRIT LAKE * 712-336-1500 SALES HOURS; 409 Central Ave.
-';'-,,i e SEE OUR ENTIRE SELECTION OF NEW & USED VEHICLES ONLINE " " sttty S ameg e Es::loirﬂrl:e;_:olzn?_sf ;3;45
Vehicle;' listed sub.jec! to prior sale 0 Ko B OJ I G M TOYOTA u c 0 M Mon.-Fri. 73DsaEn|:‘!Ig':|l:1m."§sat 8am.-3pm Sat. 7:30 a.m.. - 6.p.r;|. . s.lll;. 10 a..m.. -4 p.m.
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N A Prices Effective
M / / | | | | OPEN DAILY WEDNESDAY-TUESDAY
iy — [ ] PHONE: 712-338-4716 ! FEBRUARY 4-10, 2026
~ r ’ All specials are while supplies last.
No rain checks on ad specials.

) ~ #_ Download on the DGWNLOAD OUR NEW APP [ GETIT ON )

P / @& AppStore AND EARN REWARDS! ® Google Play

P J SEARCH FOR SUNSHINE FOODS! | '
SUNNY DEAL! = SUNNY DEAL! = SUNNY DEAL! e SUNNY DEAL!
Hearts of Romaine-. ] Red Ripe Roma [ Fresh Cilantro [ Mexican Hass

3 Pack Tomatoes Bunches Avocados

Per Ib. Each Each

6 8¢ f et 0 Thursday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday
- 4 FEBRUARY 5, 6, 7 & 8, 2026!

E -~
4-Days §
ONLY!
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA (] SO

44 ALWAYS IN SEASON o 0o 32 ) ) ALL SPECIALS AF}E'WH/ILE SUIPPLIEIS LAS;I'. NO FAIN 9HECI§S!

% SUNNY DEAL! & SUNNY DEAL! & SUNNY DEAL! o 4-DAY SUNNY DEAL! # 4-DAY SUNNY DEAL! #
Sunkist Minneola .| Sunkist Cara Cara>, | Washington Extra > Fresh Shishito Peppers-J\[c[-JHl-Xe (-l 13 Pringles Chips
Tangelos Pink Oranges Fancy Grade 8 oz. Family Size 8:13.71 0z

3 1b. Bag

Honeycrisp Apples !
‘ - g

Per Ib.

¢ \ 2\ H < VE i .b.
Mild Heat o = Y ¢ || $4-Days | f‘
| TR N ONLY!

Flavor

SUNNY DEAL! phd

Jumbo Size Green>,

Seedless Grapes
Per Ib.

SUNNY DEAL! 4-DAY SUNNY DEAL! # 4-DAY SUNNY DEAL!

Best Choice Cock-igili Rotel Tomatoes Pace Salsa and
Shrimp Rings with Picante Sauce
Sauce BiG 32 oz. Party Size

Jumbo Size

Cucumbers
Each

California Navel

Oranges
4 Ib.

AN

e 2
Nl e e e

SUNNY DEAL! SUNNY DEAL! ~ 4-DAY SUNNY DEAL! # 4-DAY SUNNY DEAL! #
- -. . .e - \j - \J - - -

Smokin’ Boji BBQ 0 Whole Beef Ribeyes- | Ribeyes Steaks -7 JL:ITETRTE Chick-fil-A Sauces

GAME DAY DEALS! smoked Wings " USDA Choice, Boneless, Per Ib. USDA Choice, Per Ib. Wings sauce - 16 oz.

St.Louis Ribs | Rib Ends 10/$ f‘f‘,',' / 3 W |
$1499 | %622 107/ N\, " LN A oA , -

- All 12" Frozen 5 N = e ‘ s
Half Rack @ Rib Dinner with | Take N’ Bake Pizzas Okobaji i el e e

$799 2$é|des99 2/$2o or $12% Each origiu' ’ » ; e e
6 . | 14" Stuffed For Catering Call: ¥ S - Bw ey
%% | crust Pizza 712-330-3998 [ o = S4-Days
m $1 499 Smokinbojibbg@gmail.com A : ,
L = Each 18 to 24 hour notice required o ' . 2 :

sssss

5 5 5 4-DAY SUNNY DEAL! 4-DAY SUNNY DEAL! #
Pork Butts sone-n, >, | Baby Back Sunshine’s Own -, | Best Choice {8 Frank's Hot Sauce Keebler Club or
USDA Inspected, Per Ib. Pork Ribs Butcher Fresh 80% | Chicken Wings 1202 Townhouse Crackers

Bone-In, USDA Inspected, Per Ib. Leqn Ground

2.5 1b. Bag o R i W b R ! f‘ 9-15 oz.
Beef Family Pack, Per Ib. 7 .

1"'% y i =
DIGITAL DEAL! /= 4-DAY DIGITAL DEAL! /= 4-DAY DIGITAL DEAL! />
. S“““ \ . SUNNER . o %“““ l
ygeslgz Ketchup “\a\x&‘l‘“ Best Choice Cheese(»“;‘!“ Best Choice Purlheda\‘!‘,‘!‘“‘
4-6 oz. Orange Juice 9796 0Z. Party Tra Drinking Water
$62° - R $449 $399 (VT $599 J 2/$7

PRICE PRICE oo BPce | 24-Pack, 16.9 oz. Bottles

5 A ‘ . 4 ‘ | 5
DIGITAL| LIMITOF1 oy g DIGITAL| LIMITOF1 DIGITAL| LIMITOF1 . DIGITAL | SREIMIBOR] : ‘ -]IEIT;\[ LIMIT OF 2
COUPON| COUPON USE _ = COUPON| COUPON USE COUPON| COUPON USE COUPON| FCOUPON USE COUPON| [COUPON USES

Must use digital app to get digital coupons. . Must use digital app to get digital coupons. | Must use digital app to get digital coupons. 'Must use digital app to get digital coupons.| Must use digital app to get digital coupons.
Limit 1 coupon use per customer. Limit 1 coupon use per customer. Limit 1 coupon use per customer. Limit 1 coupon use per customer. Limit 2 coupon uses per customer.

INSPECTED - P, i INSPECTED

DIGITAL DEAL! R DIGITAL DEAL! S&«“‘
VEVCECLEE BRoa Yoplait Yogurt S Si
0z.

DIGITAL DEAL! @ SUNNY DEAL! DIGITAL DEAL! @ SUNNY DEAL! % SUNNY DEAL!
Best Choice 174l Coke Products 172 Old Dutch Restaurante| Rico's Gourmet
Crescent Rolls 2/$ 6-Pack, .5 L Bottles or 6-Pack, 7.5 Mini Cans 2/$ Tortilla Chlps Cheese Sauce
8 oz. Var. e 4 = T A AD PRICE 6 Pre-Priced 5% 15 oz. Can

. =00 A/AS ~ S L] BUY 1

WA'SIN [DIGITAL]  LMIT OF 1 DIGITAL] LMITOF 3
13 [couPON| COUPON USE _— COUPON| COUPON USES

Must use digital app to get digital coupons. | : Must use digital app to get digital coupons.
Limit 1 coupon use per customer. S L S 2 Limit 3 coupon uses per customer.

DIGITAL DEAL! /G SUNNYDEAL! __Mc | DIGITAL DEAL! (.  DIGITAL DEAL! (G 2
Brew Pub Lottza Mottza:»y RIcTIH N il c e Best Choice Frozen '™y Best Choice Premiumss®y Bl CrE e L s

or Patriot Pizza 8-11 oz. Buffalo Wings, Mozzarella  WoJ)[{o],W:{[;[+ [ Frozen Potatoes Frozen Roll
Sticks or Potato Skins 20 0z, Bag g $2é9%C9E 24-2 oo Var 14?2.9 olls

) e Al ————— FE

SHREDDED.
FORMED
POTATOES &l

DIGITAL| LIMIT OF 4 N s ‘ DIGITAL| LIMITOF1 DIGITAL| LIMITOF1
COUPON| COUPON USES COUPON| COUPON USE COUPON| COUPON USE

o

Eggo Waffles

10 Ct. or 8 oz. Var.

Must use digital app to get digital coupons. 5 Must use digital app to get digital coupons. Must use digital app to get digital coupons.
Limit 4 coupon uses per customer. i Limit 1 coupon use per customer. Limit 1 coupon use per customer.


mailto:Smokinbojibbq@gmail.com
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Land For Sale

112.2 Acres m/I

Clay County, 1A

Sec. 30, Summit Twp. gzze for

M& REAL ESTATE, INC I

MANAGEMENT

For information call Ben Hollesen ¢ 712-253-5779

www.midwestlandmanagement.com

Land Auction

February 19+10:00 A.M.
Royal Commurrty Center, Royal, lowa

80 Acres m[l

sl gae i

T

e Lone Tree Twp Sec.

For mformatlon call Ben HoIIesen * 712-253-5779

Www.mldwestlandmanagement com

 LARGE COIN AUCTION -
BARC Library, 1012 5th Ave Windom, MN

Saturday, February 7, 2026
*9:00 AM -

See www.auctionsgo.com for list

Gravley Auction Service (17-20)
o 507-822-0403

Okohoji After Prom Fundraiser

Okoboji After Prom is selling the World’s Best Dishcloths
as a fundraiser to support a safe and fun After Prom event for
Okoboji High School students. Bundles of six dishcloths are
available for $20.

Dishcloths can be purchased online (https://square link/u/
k5mZgDwC)picked up athome basketball games,or by emailing
afterpromokoboji@gmail.com for more information.

Thank you for supporting Okoboji After Prom and our local
students.

Mobile Food Pantry Returns

The mobile food pantry from the Food Bank of Iowa is
returning again. The free distribution will take place from 4- 6
p.m. Thursday, February 5, at [ T i
the Good News Estherville [5
Church. The food will be
distributed inside the church.
Recipients are asked to bring
bags,laundry baskets orboxes |_
tocarry the food. Atthe January [
Food Bank, 527 individuals [3
(191 families) received 7,169
pounds of food. The Food Bank
of Towa partners with 700 agencies in 55 counties to distribute 2.5
million pounds of food each month, so that no one goes hungry
in Iowa. If you have questions, call the Good News Estherville
Church at 712-362-4984.

— g
Rotary Car Is On The lce!

Despite the weather conditions, the car for the annual lowa
Great Lakes car drop made it on the ice today just in time for
Winter Games.

The Rotary Car Drop is an annual fundraiser for the Towa
Great Lakes Rotary Club. Tickets are sold for each minute of the
day with one ticket including both the a.m. and p.m. time. The
winner is determined when the car, which is placed on the ice of
Smith’s Bay on West Lake Okoboji, falls through the ice. Once
the car is retrieved, the official winning time is confirmed by a
clock inside the car and the winner receives a $1000 cash prize.

Boji Towing, along with Rotarian Erin Reed, were on hand
to get the car situated on the ice in Smith’s Bay around 12:30
pm on Wednesday, January 21. Boji Towing annually donates
the car and their time to assist lowa Great Lakes Rotary with
this endeavor to support community projects. Funds raised by
Towa Great Lakes Rotary are used for community projects, re-
cently including the playground upgrades at Shelby Duis Park,
mental health speakers for the schools, and the building of an
outdoor Pavilion at Camp Foster YMCA. A donation is also
made to Arnolds Park Fire and Rescue which uses the retrieval
of the car each year as a training exercise after it falls through.

For more information or to purchase a time ticket, visit www.
iowagreatlakesrotary.org or contact a local lowa Great Lakes
Rotary member.

Land For Sale

132 Acres m/I

Emmet County, |A
Sec. 9 & 16, Estherville Twp.

Cropland with development potential
Avg. CSR2: 75.3

M& REAL ESTATE, INC I

MANAGEMENT
Ben Hollesen ¢ 712-253-5779

www.midwestlandmanagement.com

| Land For Sale

140.91 Acres
Clay County, IA

Blend of Pasture, Cropland & CRP
with excellent hunting opportunities.

M REAL ESTATE, INC

~ MANAGEMENT
For information call Ben Hollesen ¢ 712-253-5779

www.midwestlandmanagement.com
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Spirit Lake
Library News

Love At The Library
by Jill Jennings

It should surprise no one that the month in which Valentine’s
Day falls is also known as Library Lover’s month! There are so
many reasons to love the library and there are so many activities
going on at the library in February.

Our Story Time theme on Thursday the 12th is Valentines, of
course! Comeat 10:30 a.m. to see what sweet stories, fingerplays,
and craft Miss Nancy has ready for your little ones.

Saturday the 14th is the big day: Valentine’s Day! It is also
known as Library Lover’s Day and International Book Giving
Day. (A book would be a GREAT Valentine’s Day gift!) We will
be hosting a fun craft time for the young and young at heart.
Join Miss Breanna in the Community Room from 10:00 - 11:30
a.m., where you can create your own love bugs and Valentine
monsters! This is a come-and-go event.

On Tuesday, February 17th the Evening Edition Book Club
will be discussing and sharing romance books and authors. This
group meets at The Revelry and begins at 7:00 p.m.

All during the month of February, we will have our Wall of
Love on display. Write on a heart why YOU love the library,
and add it to our display.

Our scavenger hunt for the month of February will also be
love-themed. Look for the Valentine animals hiding around the
library, fill in the letters to answer the riddle, and pick a prize!

And last, but not least, we have many romance novels to
read at your leisure.

As you can see, there is a lot of love at the library, not just
in February, but always!

SLPL staff reading spotlight: Krista is reading The Shop on
Hidden Lane by Jayne Ann Krentz.

Upcoming Activities:

e Monday, February 9, 1:00-3:00 p.m., Mah-Jongg
Monday, February 9, 5:00 p.m., Library Board Meeting
Tuesday, February 10, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., Quilters
Tuesday, February 10, 3:30-4:30 p.m., Children’s Chess
Tuesday, February 10, 4:30-5:30 p.m., Chess All-Play
Wednesday, February 11, 12:30-4:00 p.m., Quilters
Thursday, February 12, 10:30-11:15 a.m., Story Time
(Theme: Valentines)

e Thursday, February 12, 1:00-3:00 p.m., Mah-Jongg
e Saturday, February 14, 10:00-11:30 a.m., Valentine Craft
(come & go)

) Shop lI6eal, © Give LGEaL,

IRONF JORSE
YOUR WIN

Joel McCartan
(712) 358-0789

Joel@IlronhorseLandCompany.com

Your NW lowa
Land Specialist

FARM - RANGH - REGREATION
SALES - AUCTION - MANAGEMENT

lowa Licensed Real Estate Agent #568527000 | 828 Lake Ave Suite A, Gothenburg, NE, 69138

_ CATTLE COMPANY

Awnual Bull Sale

February 15th - 1:00p.m. CST
Fennimore Livestock Exchange, Fennimore, WI
& Online at www.dvauctions.com.

Selling
54 bulls, 20 bred females, 5 open
females Angus, Limousin, Lim-Flex

Your Source for
Quality Seedstock.
Call to get

a sale catalog.
Spring Creeks Cattle Company
Bob Mitchell and Sons
608-553-8070
www.springcreekscattle.com

Watch and bid on-line

DVAuction

www.dvauction.com

adno=464128

Celebrate Local

EXIT REALTY MIDWEST

lakeshore, residential, condominiums,
commercial, rentals, acreages and land

712-336-3405

real people. real results. real estate.

ExitRealtyMidwest.com

{aééaw «d on
social media to see all
listings and open houses

Scan to
View more
Listings

1306 18th St., Suite C
Spirit Lake, IA

MAXIMUM VIEWS AND MINIMALIST DETAILS
MARVIN MODERN WINDOWS

Lumber Company
Since 1906

ONSUMERS it

336 3610

OPEN: Monday-Friday 7am - 5pm

Lake Spencer

262-4962 832-3268

Lake Park MARVI N
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PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: THIS PUBLICATION DOES NOT KNOW-
INGLY ACCEPT advertising which is deceptive, fraudulent, or which might
otherwiseviolate thelaw oraccepted standards of taste. However, this pub-
lication does not warrant or guarantee the accuracy of any advertisement,
nor the quality of the goods or services advertised. Readers are cautioned
to thoroughly investigate all claims made in any advertisements, and to
use good judgment and reasonable care, particularly when dealing with
persons unknown to you who ask for money in advance of delivery of the
goods or services advertised. The publisher accepts no liability whatsoever
for any material supplied by advertisers, including the use of trademarks,
logos, slogans, or other service marks, or any other claims made by the
advertiser. TFC

BROKERAGE
SALES
SERVICE
GEL COAT REPAIR
STORAGE

All real estate advertised in The Lakes
News Shopper is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference, limitation, or
discriminationbased onrace, color, religion,
sex or national origin or any intention to
make any such preference limitation or dis-
crimination." We will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate which is in
violation of the law. All persons are
herebyinformed thatall dwellings
advertised are available on an

equal opportunity basis.

0

EQUAL HOUSING
OPFORTUNITY

FOR RENT: Lots for your mobile
home available at A & K Trailer Park in
Spirit Lake. Some utilities included. PH:
712-336-8400. TFC

z - BROKERS =———
Sel Storage Units 1520 Hudson Ave., Spirit Lake
H (2 Bocks West of Walmart)
Several Sizes 712-330-3152

= Ava | |ab|e www.bojiboatbrokers.com
wwsightsie storage com|

STORAGE e
336-8400

Main Office & Supply Store
3000 18th Street, Spirit Lake

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8-5

_ THANKYOU N
for all the cards and greetings | received for my 80th
Birthday. It was very much appreciated.
™\ Loran Anderson a

They Need A Home, Too!

Ramona -
is a female domestic
long hair.

is a female domestic
short hair.

is a female
Siamese.

@Call, or stop in, at the Humane Society of NW

Iowa for these and other pets to adopt.
l{é 607 28th Street » Northeast of Milford
712-338-2738 » Open Thurs. - Sun.

I'll help you find a home, too! B
MARILYN STRICKLAND
Broker for HOIEN REALTY
e 320-7070

Marilyn@hoien.com

™

INVITATION TO BID

Okoboji schools is now accepting
bids for Issuance #2 for High School
Renovations

Please visit Okobojischools.org
for more information

Autos/Misc

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today!
Help and Support our Veterans. Fast -
FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call
800-245-0398

Miscellaneous

TOP DOLLAR PAID for old vintage
guitars! Gibson, Fender, Martin, Grec-
sch,Rickenbacker, Epiphone, Etc. 1930's
to 1980's. Call 866-433-8277

Reach millions of homesnationwide
with one easy, affordable buy in the
ADS Network! For more information
www.communitypublishers.com/
category/all-products

Peaceof mind &earlydetection-Now
more than ever, it's important to get
screened for Stroke & Cardiovascular
Disease risk. Life Line Screening is
simple & painless. 833-970-4172

We buy houses for cash as is! No re-
pairsorfuss. Any condition.Easy 3-step
process: Call, get cash offer, get paid.
Get your fair cash offer today. Liz Buys
Houses: 844-877-5833

Portable oxygen concentrator may
be covered by Medicare! Reclaiminde-
pendence & mobility w/the compact
design & long-lasting battery. Inogen
One free info kit! 877-305-1535
Consumer Cellular - same reliable,
nationwide coverage as large carriers.
No long-term contract or hidden fees,
free activation. All plans unlimited
talk & text starting at just $20/mo.
877-751-0866
Becomeapublishedauthor.Wewant
to read your book! Dorrance Publish-
ing trusted since 1920. Consultation,
production, promotion & distribution.
Free author's guide 877-729-4998 or
dorranceinfo.com/ads

No more cleaning gutters. Guaran-
teed! LeafFilter backed by no-clog
guarantee & lifetime warranty. Call
1-833-610-1936 to schedule FREE

Ads Network

inspection/estimate. Get 15% off
your entire order. Military & Seniors
get additional 10% off. Limited time.
Restrictions apply, see rep for details.
Replaceyourroofw/thebestlooking
& longest lasting material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles/multiple
colors available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited time offer up to 50%
off install + additional 10% off install
military, health & 1st responders. 833-
370-1234

Inflation at 40-year highs. Interest
rates are up. Credit cards, medical bills,
car loans. Have $10k+ in debt? Call
National Debt Relief to find out how
to pay off your debt for much less than
you owe! Free quote: 844-955-4930
Don't let the stairs limit your mobil-
ity! Discover the solution for anyone
who strugglesonthe stairs, concerned
about a fall or wants to regain access
to their entire home. AmeriGlide 833-
399-3595

Home break-ins take less than 60
seconds. Don't wait! Protectyour fam-
ily, home, assets nowforaslittleas70¢/
day! 833-890-1262

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install
a new, custom bath or shower in as
little as 1-day. Limited time, waving all
installation costs! Additional terms ap-
ply.Subjecttochange &varybydealer.
Ends soon. 844-501-3208

Pest control: Protect your home
from pests safely. Roaches, Bed Bugs,
Rodent, Termite, Spiders & more. Lo-
callyowned &affordable. Forservice or
inspection today! 833-860-0657 Have
zip code ready!

MobileHelp America’s premier mo-
bile medical alert system. Home or
away. For safety & peace of mind. No
long term contracts, free brochure!
888-489-3936

Agingroof? Newhomeowner?Storm

damage? You need a local expert pro-
vider that proudly stands behind their
work. Fast, free estimate. Financing
available.833-640-4753 Have zip code
ready when calling!

Water damage cleanup & restora-
tion: A small amount of water can
lead to major damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals do repairs
to protect your family & home value!
833-887-0117. Have zip code ready!
Professional lawn service: Fertiliza-
tion, weed control, seeding, aeration
& mosquito control. Free quote. Ask
about first application special! 833-
860-0811

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most
local MLB games! Choice Pkg $89.99/
mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 devic-
es. HBO Max included for 3 mos w/
Choice Package or higher. No contract
or hidden fees! Restrictions apply. IVS
866-859-0405

Wesley Financial Group, LLC time-
share cancellation experts over $50
million timeshare debt/fees cancelled
in 2019. Free info package. Free con-
sultations. Over 450 positive reviews.
833-308-1971

Bath & shower updatesin as little as
1-day! Affordable prices-No payments
for 18 months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior & military
discounts available. 1-877-543-9189
Prepare for power outages today -
GeneracHome Standby Generator.Re-
ceivefree 5-Year warranty w/qualifying
purchase. 855-948-6176 to schedule
free quote. It’s not just a generator. It's
a power move.

Dental insurance from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. 400+
procedures. Real dental insurance -
not a discount plan. Free info kit! 855-
526-1060 www.dental50plus.com/
ads #6258

Support

LAKES NEWS SHOPPER

Advertising Family of Merchants.

Looking for someone to come to the house to stay with my wife for ap-
proximately 6-12 hours per week. PH. 712-330-3109.

2-18P

EOW

WANT TO BUY
IOWA GREAT LAKES COINS

IS BUYING COINS, PAPER
MONEY AND POSTCARDS.
HIGHEST PRICES PAID.
APPRAISALS AVAILABLE.

712-330-3671 « 712-336-4618

tfc

AUSTINHEUCK |

Kr|s Walker Jennlfer Youngwwth Taml Klein « Joe Loring |
joel@walkerinsuranceia.com

i
| |

Phone Number: \ \

‘ ® 712-346-3330  \

Email

SERVICES:

& Home improvements

& Finish Carpentry

& Doors

& Windows >
& And More! ]

Drrain Pro

,
( —_— 0, \(J
JQ" Eracus Ase 0{11 Frudint

712-865-2070

Commercial/Residential ¢ Sewer Drain Cleaning
Serving Estherville, Spirit Lake and the Surrounding Areas

\ e HANDYMAN ¢
\ o ——
austinheuck@gmail.com\

Serving S
and surrounding areas!

"C
L e

Spencer, Okoboji

Radon Testing & Mitigation Services.

Have You Tested Your Home for Radon?
Do You Have Questions?

THE
& RADON GUY T
(®)

712-209-1203

www.TheRadonGuy.com

TFC

/\ LICENSED &
INSURED
TUTTLE .Cl?)III::I‘éVTRUCTION
CONSTRUCTION  givonmis
Dan Tuttle » Spirit Lake, A «REPAIRS

712-2209-0210
dantuttle68 @gmail.com | 712-759-1277

Stump
Grinding
NOW
AVAILABLE!

Brody Sohn 4
Bubbasohn3@gmail.com
Lake Park, lowa 51347

712-330-8692

Removals ¢ Trimming e Storm Cleanup e Lake Bank Clearing

SUPERIOR
PLUMBING LLC

e Brian Wegener .
Superior, IA 51363

Licensed, Insured and Bonded

(712)320-0058

BTE

A+ Cleaning with 25 years experience has an opening for weekly, monthly or
year-round cleaning. We handle lake homes and rentals/B&B's. Call or text 712-260-

3185 0r 712-363-2181. 2-19P
5
L ) o (@
o
Louscher Motors
H. JUNGE
CONSTRUCTION S w=D: A I e
LAKE PARK, IA
Butd Better. Buld Rpht. Kristopher Louscher
5«/%{ M% %f Services & Repair of Foreign
& Domestic Autos, Trucks,
DECKS Diesels, Powersports, =
WINDOWS Side x Sides, 4 Wheelers, O
Snowmobiles & Small Engines
SIDING 1.5 mi West on Hwy 9
KITCHENS from Lake Park
HEATH JUNGE, 1173 Hwy 9
OWNER/CONTRACTOR Lake Park, 1A 51347
14 YEARS EXPERIENCE HOURS:
FREE ESTIMATES M - F 9AM - 5PM
Hjungeconstruction@yahoo.com — N————
319.442.7095 CRALRITERG

HANDY DANDY
HANDYMAN

# ALL TYPES OF CONSTRUCTION: Additions, remodeling, general repairs,
garages, siding, windows, flooring, decks, roofing and all types of insulation, concrete work,
patios, driveways, sidewalks

# ALL TYPES OF PLUMBING
WORK DRYWALL
Hanging, tape & texture, patchwork
& water damage

# PAINT:

Interior, exterior, staining, vamishing

Residential & Commercial

THE HANDYEST,
THE DANDYEST HANDYMAN!

EMAIL: HDH.FIXITeGMAIL.COM

We Diagnose, Repair &
Service All Makes &

Models of Golf Carts

* Battery Sales & Installation
* Accessories Installation
* Pick Up & Delivery Available

Mike 712-330-4851 or Scott 712-330-5941
Arnolds Park, IA

= Attention to Qualityf!

b,

CERVICE & COTTRACTI@ Lo

Additions * Awnings ¢ Concrete ¢ Carports « Mowing * Decks * Fences

Mowing ¢ Painting « Power Washing « Remodeling  Sheds & Garages
Siding *+ Snow Removal * Spring Clean Up + Welding  Yard Clean Up

Matt Dowson | 605-777-2446

Lakes Area Commercial & Residential « Free Estimates!

Mr. Drain Man, LLC

\ Jan Coon - Owner

¢ Drain Cleaning
* Video Inspection
* Locating Services

712-330-5940

Www.callmrdralnman .com

20C-¢
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WATER TREATMENT
PLANT OPERATOR 3

The City of Spirit Lake is seeking to fill an open position
for Water Treatment Plant Operator 3.
Primary duties include operating and monitoring
equipment in the water plant, water testing and
readings, and involvement in all aspects of plant
operations, supervision in coordination with the Water
Superintendent of Water Treatment Plant Operations,
involvement with water treatment plant projects and
other duties as required. Must possess a State Water
Plant Operator certificate and Water Distribution
certificates up to and including Grade 2 at a minimum
and Crade 3 Water to be obtained within one year if not
already so certified. CDL preferred. Pay is dependent
' upon qualifications and experience. Complete job
> description and additional information is available at
Spirit Lake City Hall, (712) 336-1871 as set forth below.

Address any communications to Gregg L. Owens, City
Administrator, Spirit Lake City Hall, 1803 Hill Avenue,
Spirit Lake, lowa 51360, by noon on February 18,
2026. Application forms are available at City Hall. If
emailed, email to gregg.owens@cityofspiritlake.org

Vb

The City of Spirit Lake, lowa
is an Equal Opportunity
Employer. Females, minorities,
veterans and members of
other protected classes are
encouraged to apply.

Posted 1/29/2026

City of Spirit Lake

The Dickinson County Sheriff's Office

is currently looking for a

FULL-TIME
DISPATCHER

POSITION: Full-Time Dispatcher
DESCRIPTION: Taking emergency &
non-emergency calls, working
with law enforcement agencies,
fire & emergency services & other
department & agencies.
SCHEDULE: Mid and overnight shifts.
PAY IS $26.27/HR
All applicants are subject to a complete background investigation.
All applicants must obtain a valid drivers license. All applicants must
complete a health physical, MMPI testing, first aid-CPR training &
other required dispatch training & department training.

Applicants must be able do the following:
¢ Multi-Task e Active listening skills ¢ Computer & typing skill
¢ Handle stressful situations ¢ Make quick decisions
¢ Learn & understand Dickinson Gounty geography,
Plus much more that comes with the job & position
¢ Flexible working days, mid-shift & night shift

Those interested please complete &
submit a cover letter & resume.
You may email to jfischer@dickinsoncountyiowa.gov,
mail to Dickinson County Sheriffs Office PO Box 214,
Spirit Lake lowa, 51360 or drop it off to the
Sheriffs Office at the Dickinson County Gourt House.
Questions please call 712-336-2525

Dickinson County Sheriffs Office is EOE. Taking resumes until the position is filled.

281-1

2-18¢c

Q FARMERS SaviNGs BANK
6/?9%/{“7 Smy &latwnsh('f)s

Real Estate / Consumer Loan Officer

Farmers Savings Bank has the need for a loan officer in our new
Spirit Lake location. Lending duties will include residential real
estate and consumer lending. Increasing levels of responsibility
and decision-making are available with this position.

Areas of lending priority:
*+ Real Estate
+ Consumer
+ Ag/Commercial as experience allows

Qualifications/Skills
+ 5-years bank experience preferred
Secondary Market experience preferred
+ Microsoft Office computer skills required

Benefits
+ Full family medical insurance 90% of premium paid or 100%
of single
+ Cafeteria/Flexible Spending Plan
+ Matching 401(k) program
+ Life and Disability Insurance

Member

FDIC

Present resume to Brad Simington by email or in person:
712-338-4800 or 712-262-2708

bsimington@fsbfostoria.com

ATUSKA
TAXIDERMY

SUPPLY COMPANY
Growing Business With Full Time Positions
Available and Flexible Schedule

Open Position Available

« Shipping Packer « 7
. Are you looking to grow with a fast growing company with
~unlimited learning? Matuska Taxidermy Supply Company !
,5 is looking for individuals who are willing to grow with our |
, i company. You must be detail oriented, follow directions,
; f;? self-starter, reliable, great communication skills and a
%i team player to work in a fast paced environment. We |
;.a offer competitive pay, flexible schedule, benefits and fun, |

family/friendly work environment.

Competltlve Pay and Beneflts f

; ‘3735 Hwy 71 :Splrlt ‘Lake}ilA"or

i

resume to matuskatamdermy@gmaﬂ co

moea o b dad o B ged ode Commeieiien se homeetine AL A e N imbas ko 7 pasill

Library Assistant

The Milford Memorial Library has an immediate opening for a
Library Assistant, up to 12 hours per week. Successful applicants
will be willing to learn of library trends through continuing
education and involvement in library operations; process and
maintain library collections and assist groups and individuals
in locating and obtaining materials. Furnish information on
library activities, facilities, rules and services. Explain and assist
inuse of reference sourcesincluding electronicresources. Provide
circulation services. Assist with programming as needed.

Minimum Qualifications: Ability to work most Saturdays from
9:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Wednesday evenings from 3:00 p.m. to
7:00 p.m., and Friday evenings 12:45 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Additional
hours may be available. Ability to effectively communicate orally
and in writing. Ability to provide quality customer service for
library patrons of all ages. Experience with computer systems
(word processing, database, spreadsheets, Internet). Ability to
use a copy machine, computer and other office equipment and
electronic devices.

Physical and Environmental Characteristics: This position
requires regular physical activity including bending, reaching
and prolonged periods of sitting or standing and regular lifting
and carrying of objects weighing up to 50 lbs.

Preferred Qualifications: Experience in a library setting and
familiarity with books and other informational sources.
Benefits: Paid time offbased on hours worked and access to IPERS.

Starting hourly range is $14.18 - $15.58
dependent on qualifications.

Please submit an application to Gillian Anderson,
Library Director, Milford Memorial Library,
1009 9th St., Milford, IA 51351.
Applications are available at
Milford Memorial Library or online at:
http://milfordlibrary.weebly.com/employment-opportunities.html
or on Indeed.

Applications accepted until the position is filled.
The City of Milford is an equa’ Opportunity Employer. <

Walmar S

NOW HIRING!
Full Time/Part Time

Overnight Stocking

10pm - 7am

S'I 6.00/hr plus an additional

$1.50/hr Overnight Differential

Full Time/Part Time
Day Stocker

5am - 1pm or 7am - 4pm.

516.00

Apply www.careers.walmart.com_,
Or Text the word JOBS 10240240

VI

HIRING NOW

e Laundry
* Betsy's Diner
e Maintenance

* Recreation

LLAGE W

RESORT ¢ HOTEL
v p

Applications available at Front Desk OR apply
online at villagewestresort.com

Village West Resort & Hotel. eoe

712-337-3223
20785 170th Street, Spirit Lake, IA

per day.

IOWA LAKES COMMUNITY COLLEGE
is accepting applications for a full-time

NURSING INSTRUCTOR =

on the Emmetsburg Campus.

Primary responsibilities are to deliver classroom instruction, provide
clinical supervision for nursing students, and have current Medical/
Surgical experience. May include days/evenings/weekend hours.
Master’s Degree preferred. Bachelor’s Degree with significant progress
towards Master’s Degree required. (Either Bachelor’s Degree or
Master’s Degree must have a major in Nursing.) Three years clinical
nursing experience in Medical/Surgical Nursing is required. Prior
teaching experience and experience in medical/surgical nursing
desired. Must be currently licensed as a registered nurse in lowa.
(Individuals are currently licensed when licensed in another state
and recognized for licensure in lowa, pursuant to the nurse licensure
compact contained in lowa Code Section 152E.1.) Must be in good
standing and able to work at all clinical sites/hospitals affiliated with
the lowa Lakes Nursing Program. Salary commensurate with education
and related experience for a 209-day contract. Position open until filled.
Review of applications will begin February 16, 2026.

View complete job description and application
process at www.iowalakes.edu/employment.
Contact Lynn Miller at Immiller@iowalakes.edu
or 712-362-0409.

IOWA LAKES

s COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Human Resources, 19 South 7th Street, Estherville, IA 51334

EEO/AA Employer

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5
3:30 - 6:00 PM

MAINTAINER CORPORATION OF IOWA, INC.
1701 2ND AVENUE « SHELDON, IA

HELP WANTED:
DAY HOURS

Full Time
Cook
 Ja o FUN WORK ENVIRONMENT e

Apply at Mill Creek Restaurant & Lounge
on the corner of Hwy 71 & 9th St, Milford
or Call Dan at 712.260.4440

MILL (REEY

Lakes Area Actl\nty/ Semor
Center Event Space prgms

The Lakes Area Activity/Senior |
Center has rooms to rent for your e
special event. Do you have a special
weekend event in the future? A Family
Get-together, Anniversary, Graduation,
Birthday?

Their card/party room seats 40, has
a small kitchenette and rents for $75.00 |

There is also a small meeting room
with tables/seating for 10 plus extra
chairs for additional seating. $40.00
per day.

Check out their building updates.

Consider renting their large dining room which seats 100 if
extra tables are set up. Without kitchen: $125.00 per day.

With kitchen: $160.00 per day.

They have a beautiful, clean facility with most weekends
available.

Call and visit with someone at the office for details. 712-
336-5247.

IOWA LAKES COMMUNITY COLLEGE
is accepting applications for a

COMMUNICATIONS/SPEECH ¢
INSTRUCTOR

on the Estherville Campus.
Primary responsibility is to teach a full-time assignment of classes
defined by the College which includes classes taught face to face
or over other virtual modalities. Must evaluate and report student
performances and progress in courses in accordance with College
and division policies and procedures. Will require travel between
campuses. Master’s Degree in Communications or Speech from
a regionally accredited institution or a Master’s Degree in related
discipline with at least 12 graduate hours in communications or
speech, in addition to, or within the degree. Prior teaching experience
at the College level preferred. Salary commensurate with education and
related experience for a 169-day contract. Paid sick and personal leave.
Employee health, dental, and vision insurance. Partially funded family
insurance available. Employee life and disability insurance. Retirement
package. Review of applications will begin February 23, 2026.

View complete job description and application
at www.iowalakes.edu/employment.
Contact Lynn Miller at Immiller@iowalakes.edu
or 712-362-0409.

IOWA LAKES

s COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Human Resources, 19 South 7th Street, Estherville, IA 51334

EEO/AA Employer

www.LakesNewsShopper.com
Just click on @) ESubscribe

Lakes News
Shopper

Home
About

Photos

Reviews

THE

LAKES NEWS SHOPPER

1009 22nd Street * Milford, |1A ¢ 712-338-2232 ¢ LakesNewsshoper.com

ON ANY
DEVICE
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WE
ARE
HIRING

OPEN POSITIONS:

4 UTILITY WORKER
4 TRUGK ASSISTANT

(4 FULL TIME (%4 NO NIGHTS (-4 NO SUNDAYS

PLEASE PICK UP AN
APPLICATION AT THE
FRONT COUNTER.

Furnish Your Home, Support Ours.

i ToGm!

Enjoy GREAT
Benefits Including:

* Full or Flexible Part Time
Positions Available

* Health, Dental, Vision
* Paid Time Off

* IPERS Retirement Plan
* Competitive Wages

* In-House Education

* On-site Gym, Cafeteria,
Coffee Shop & More!

WE] APPLY TODAY!

SpencerHospital.org
712-264-6205

& Spencer
I Hospital

1004 22nd Street
Milford, IA 51351
cherishedagain® 712.338.3334

NIJW HIRING

SANBORN CHEESE

As, g
S0C1ren MILK PRODUCER®

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS

* General Labor
* In Process Quality Technician
(EVER NS

COMPETITIVE PAY & BENEFITS
We offer competitive wages, a
generous PTO plan, night premiums,

Sunday premiums, 401k with company \ . ‘@ @

match and health, dental, vision and
life insurance.

ﬁ 101 W. 1st Street
Sanborn, |IA 51248

Qe 712-729-3255

iy

DINNER

Q www.ampi.com »* Careers

‘% Veteran-Friendly Employer

Associated Milk Producers Inc. is an equal opportunity employer. All gualified applicants
will receive consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex,

sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, disahility, or status as a protected veteran.

MANUFACTURING PLANT

@ Apply Now!

5-18¢

- The LAKES

Advertising Family of
Merchants,
~

NEWS SHOPPER-

Singing Valentines Offered by lowa Lakes on February 13

Looking for a Valentine’s Day surprise that truly stands out? Say “I love you” with a Singing

Valentine from Iowa Lakes Community College.

On Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, the Iowa Lakes
Men’s Quartet will once again deliver Singing
Valentines throughout the area, offering a fun and
memorable way to share a heartfelt message with
a sweetheart, family member, friend, coworker,
employee or customer.

Singing Valentines can be delivered at home,
at work, in a restaurant or at another location
chosen by the purchaser. Wherever they appear,
the quartet is sure to draw smiles, laughter and
often a few happy tears.

Each $30 Singing Valentine includes two songs
performed by the quartet and a rose for the recipi-
ent, creating a personalized Valentine experience
that won’t soon be forgotten. Singing Valentines
are popular with both men and women and make
a unique gift for romantic partners, friends and
workplace recognition.

To reserve a Singing Valentine for Feb. 13,

contact lowa Lakes Community College to be added to the delivery list. Quantities are lim-
ited, and early reservations are encouraged. Orders can be placed by calling 712-362-7963,
email bfuelberth@iowalakes.edu or order online at https.//www.ticketleap .events/tickets/iowa-

lakes/2026-singing-valentines.

Writers and Writing

by Michael Tidemann

Murray’s novel brims with youthful angst

Anyone who has followed recent events in Minneapolis will
find startling parallels in the masterful bildungsroman, The Empty
Set, by Tommy Murray of Shoreview,
Minn. Murray, who grew up in Storm THE
Lake, Iowa, has generations of roots EMPTY SET
in Bancroft, Iowa.

The Empty Set begins in Cottage
Park,Iowa, the fictional town inspired
by Bancroft. The first-person narrator,
Michael Moriarity, is joined by his fa-
ther ‘Puff’, his mother Mai Vang who
is a Hmong refugee, and brother John.

Tragedy strikes when a tornado
levels the Moriarity home, killing
Mai Vang and nearly taking John’s
life. During John’s recovery, doctors
discover brain cancer with a grim diagnosis.

The family relocates to Minneapolis, mainly to be near John.
However, they have little to do with Mai Vang’s extended family
in nearby St. Paul.

Michael finds himself attending Thomas Jefferson High
School in the Minneapolis rough-and-tumble northside, a far
cry from pastural Cottage Park. There Michael meets Harden,
a young African-American man who befriends him while chal-
lenging him to make the best of himself.

Michael also meets Pa Dao, a young Hmong shaman who is
channeling Mai Vang’s spirit. Mai Vang has essentially become
“the empty set,” or the unknown factor in the Moriarity family
who loved her so deeply.

As PaDao tells Michael, “a persistent Hmong woman named
Mai Vang has woken me every morning at five ‘o clock for the
last week. She directs me to sit with you each day and tell you
her story. She says you’re more likely to understand the lessons
if I feed you.”

Pa Dao brings Michael lunch every noon hour at the school.
Not only does she feed him food, but she also nourishes him with
information about Mai Vang and Michael’s own Hmong heritage.

Trouble brews though between Harden and Pa Dao, trapping
Michael in the middle.

“I was a born-again newborn, with Pa Dao as my mother and
Harden as my father. Only they didn’t trust each other. They
each drew strict lines to keep me from the other, promising me
the best in life and the afterlife if I didn’t cross them. Yet here
I was, taking my first unsteady steps, stumbling and fumbling
over the line and falling on both sides.”

The novel takes a stark turn that presents the greatest chal-
lenge in Michael’s young life.

The Empty Set is a remarkable and heavily philosophical
novel, afantastic follow-up to Murray’s previous novel, Fathers,
Sons, and the Holy Ghosts of Baseball.

(Michael Tidemann writes from Estherville, lowa.
His author page is Author Michael Tidemann.)

Tommy Murray

Milford Memorial
Library News

Join MML for our weekly Building Bookworms Storytime
on Mondays at 10:30 a.m. Take a look below for our themes.
All materials and services are provided by the library free to
participants. All kids and their adults are welcome to stay after
storytime and mingle. For more information contact the library
or check out our Facebook page.

e February 9, 10:30 a.m. — Tremendous Teeth

e February 16, 10:30 a.m. — No Building Bookworms- MML
closed in observance of Presidents Day

e February 23, 10:30 a.m. — Underwear

Letthe Blind Dates begin! There will be no awkward or forced
conversions. There will be no title just a few describing words
and the genre on the wrapping. It could be your new favorite or
a dud. You won’t know until you check it out. A bookmark is
placed in each book. Return the completed bookmark to MML
to be placed into a drawing. Drawing prizes are sponsored by the
Friends of the Milford Library. Blind Date books are available
for all age groups until Saturday, February 28.

Come and have fun at MML on Monday, February 9. From
9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Young Adults (4th-12th graders) will be
sewing a felt earbud case during Y.A. Maker Monday. This is a
free come — and — go activity. At 10:30 a.m., MML’s Building
Bookworms Storytime will be all about Tremendous Teeth. Fol-
lowing at 11:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. is All-Day Play. Discover
new and exciting toys while having fun with friends. This is a
come — and — go playtime. All toys and supplies are provided
by the library. For any questions, please contact the library by
calling (712) 338-4643 or by emailing milfordlibrary51351 @
gmail.com

MML’s After-school Adventures will be held at 3:30 p.m.
on Thursday, February 12. We will be playing Valentine’s Day
Bingo. A Small snack will be provided during this free event.

Join us for MML’s CrAFTER Hours on Wednesday, February
18, from 5 p.m. - 7 p.m. This month
we will be having a class for French
Pastry 101.You will learn how to make
afew differentitems at this class. Make
sure to preregister and the cost for the
class is $5.

On Tuesday, February 17, at 1:00
p.m., the Milford Memorial Library
Book Club will be meeting to discuss
Once There Were Wolves by Charlotte
McConaghy.Any interested individu-
als are welcome to join and pick up
a copy at MML.

Miford
Memorial
Library

CrAFTER
Hours Erepich

’ Po\s‘trj 101

Spm.-7pm.
Cost:$5
1009 9th Street

Family Services
Resource Guide

Dickinson County’s Family
Resource Guide is a compre-
hensive free resource for local
residents to utilize when trying
tolocate services in and around
the county. With a variety of
services and help providers
listed, the book is a one-stop-
shop to locate local resources.
To access the free guide online,
visit https://www.extension.
iastate.edu/dickinson/county-
resource-guide. If you have
services to add to the guide,
contact Sue at 712-336-3488
or boettche@iastate .edu.

Tops Meetings

Tops Chapter #369, Spirit
Lake, meets Friday mornings
at 10:00am at the Spirit Lake
United Methodist Church, 1812
Gary Avenue, Spirit Lake (use
east door). If you are one that
needs help with motivation and
food planning to lose weight,
this may be the support group
foryou. Visitors are welcome to
attend their first TOPS meeting
free of charge without obliga-
tion. For more information, call
Betty Sangel at 712-320-4458.

<L AKES NEWS

Auctions i

Lakes Area
Activity/Senior
Center Schedule

Tuesday, February 3

12:00 - Dinner Date

12:30 - Dinner Date

Speaker: Nature Center:

Danika’s theme this week

will be “Animal Courtship

12.30 - Bridge
Wednesday, February 4

9:00 - Exercise Class

12:00 - Dinner Date
Thursday, February 5

10:00 - Strummers

11:00 - Tai Chi

12:00 - Dinner Date

1:00 - 500 Cards

3:00 - Cribbage

4:00 - Zumba
Friday, February 6

9:00 - Exercise Class

9:50 - Chair Yoga

12:00 - Dinner Date
Saturday, February 7

Available For Rent
Sunday, February 8

9:00 - Church/Card Room
Monday, February 9

9:00 - Exercise

12:00 - Dinner Date

1:00 - Pinochle Club
Tuesday, February 10

12:00 - Dinner Date

12:30 - Dinner Date

Speaker: DeNeitt—RSVP

Coordinator

12:30 - Bridge

Dinner Date meals are
available every weekday. Call
712-336-5247 by 1:00pm on
Friday to reserve a meal for the
next week. The pool table and
ping pong room is open every
weekday. The card room closes
from 12-12:30 for cleaning.
Books are available to borrow
or read. Puzzle table ready for
you to put a puzzle together.
Pop Tabs are being collected
for Ronald McDonald House.
The facility is available to rent
most weekends. Join us for our
upcoming Breakfast Fundraiser
February 15, 8:30am - noon.
The Lakes Area Activity/Senior
Centerislocatedat2101 Zenith
Ave in Spirit Lake.
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AN EXECUTIVE COACHING E
T ENJJ
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Over the years, people have often asked me for career advice.
They’re usually hoping for something big: a breakthroughidea, a
bold move,oradramatic pivot that changes everything overnight.
This really isn’t what happens in real life.

What I’ve learned instead is this: most careers aren’t shaped
by grand gestures. They re shaped by small, repeatable habits, or
career “hacks,” if you will, that anyone can practice, regardless
of title, industry, or season of life.

Here are ten that have served me well, along with a few I've
learned the hard way.

1. Never bring a problem without offering a solution

Early in my career, I learned that identifying problems is
easy. Rarely can you differentiate yourself by pointing out er-
rors. The real leaders are the ones who solve them. When you
bring a solution, even an imperfect one, you signal ownership,
judgment, and maturity.

Try this: The next time you spot an issue, ask yourself, “What
would I do if this were my responsibility?” Then lead with that.

2. Give more value than what you are paid for

This isn’t about working yourself into the ground. It’s about
mindset. People who consistently add value beyond their job de-
scription tend to grow beyond it as well. They are highly thought
of by co-workers, they tend to get favorable performance reviews,
and ultimately they are the ones who get promoted. They are
also happier in life, by the way.

Try this: Look for one small way each week to help your team
succeed that isn’t technically “your job.”

3. Initiate positive change whenever you can

Some people wait for permission. Others quietly improve
things as they go. The second group almost always are the ones
who make a difference in the world.

Try this: Fix the broken process. Simplify the meeting. Improve
the document. Small changes compound. There are unlimited
opportunities to demonstrate this in the workplace.

4. Be known for reliability, not just talent

Talent gets attention. Reliability earns trust.

The most valuable people are the ones others don’t worry about.

Try this: Treat every commitment—large or small—as a
promise.

5. Learn how your boss is measured

If you want to advance, understand what success looks like
for the person you work for. When they win, you win. Want to
go even further? Learn your company’s strategy inside and out,
tap into what the company is trying to create, and then help
accelerate progress toward the strategic objectives. It may be
difficult to do, but it will be rewarding.

Trythis: Ask yourboss, “What matters most to you this year?”
Then align your efforts accordingly.

6. Stay calm when things get tense

Pressurereveals leadership. The person who remains steady in
difficult moments stands out quickly. Emotionally mature people
don’t run from conflict, they help resolve it. Be the person who
can resolve sparky issues in your workplace.

Try this: Slow down your response. Focus on facts. Keep
emotion from driving decisions.

7. Write things down

Clear writing reflects clear thinking. People who summarize,
clarify, and document often become quiet leaders. They manage
expectations better when they communicate better.

Try this: After meetings, send a brief recap: decisions made,
next steps, and owners.

8. Ask better questions than everyone else

You don’t need to have all the answers. You need to ask
thoughtful questions that move the conversation forward. One
of the hardest challenges of most workplaces is identifying the
issues that are not being addressed, things that are being avoided,
and shining a light on things that matter.

Try this: Replace statements with curiosity: “What problem
are we really solving?”

9. Build relationships before you need them

Careers are built on trust. Trust is built long before it’s re-
quired. I recommend starting from a point of giving respect and
trust to your colleagues until they prove otherwise. Seek deep
and meaningful, trusting relationships.

Try this: Have occasional coffee conversations with no
agenda—just genuine interest.

10. Invest in skills that travel

Titles change. Companies change. Core skills endure: com-
munication, judgment, problem-solving, leadership.

Try this: Spend 15 minutes a day learning something that
strengthens who you are, not just what you do.

Most careers don’t turn on a single defining moment. They
turn on dozens of small choices made consistently over time.
None of these ideas require a promotion, permission, or perfect
timing. They only require intention.

And as with most things worth doing, the real magic isn’t in
knowing these career hacks. It’s in practicing them.

Tony Thelen is an executive coach and founder of The River Coaching
& Consulting, LLC, based in West Okoboji, lowa. He writes The River,
a weekly column focused on leadership, purpose, and living a well-
designed life. Tony is also the author of Things We Desire, available on
Amazon and through major book retailers. For signed or personalized
copies, or to learn more about coaching and speaking engagements,
contact him at tony@therivercoach.org.

8 Shop liGeal,
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Celebrate Local

Spencer Chamber to Host Eggs
& Issues Legislative Forums

Spencer, IA —The Spencer Chamber of Commerce is pleased
to announce the dates for the 2026 Eggs & Issues Legislative
Forums. These forums offer residents of Northwest lowa the op-
portunity to connect with local legislators in a question/answer
format. Each forum will be moderated by Spencer Chamber
Executive Director Sheriffa Jones.

The Eggs & Issues forums will be held on the following dates:

e Saturday, February 21, 2026 - Sponsored by Clay County
Farm Bureau

e Saturday, March 28,2026 - Sponsored by Northwest Bank

All sessions will take place from 9:00 to 10:30 AM in the
Spencer City Hall Council Chambers located at 101 W. 5th St.,
Spencer, IA. Breakfast will be served at 8:30 AM. First come
first served, until run out)

Invited legislators include Senator Dave Rowley, Senator
Lynn Evans, Representative Megan Jones, and Representative
John Wills.

Each session will be live on KICD, SMU, & taped by Me-
diacom Cable TV, with both stations replaying the session. This
session will start live at 9:00 AM.

The Spencer Chamber of Commerce invites everyone to
attend this forum.

For more information or to submit a question please contact
Blake at the Spencer Chamber of Commerce at programs@
spenceriowachamber.org.
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S
Milford Auto Care

Automotive Repair - Milford, IA

S
Lakes Auto Care

Automotive Repair - Spirit Lake, 1A

SERVICE THAT
PUTS YOU
FIRST.

LakesAutoCare.com « MilfordAutoCarelA.com

We Have All Your

BUILDING NEEDS!

We work with several local contractors. Work with us from start to finish!

EUTTEE B o sarn
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SBCD

SANBORN BUILDING CENTER & DESIGN

%Aa

S NOW OFFERING'SEAMLESS 8~ C
GUTTERS & INSTALLATION

WWW.SBCDIA.COM

707 EAST 7TH STREET « SANBORN, IOWA

INETS’F'/COUNTERTOPS
FLOORING ° TILE

= lowa Great

rizazanrs Lakes Pheasants
va et Fore"er Annual

Banquet

WOMEN'S
RAFFLE!

" FEBRUARY

.

DOORS OPEN
AT 4:00PM
FOOD SERVED
AT 5:30PM

Come join us for an evening of
fun, live and silent auction,

games, and prizes! ) )
For more information contact:

Stephen Blom 712-540-4348
ch0020@pfofficers.org
www.pheasantforever.org

Pheasant Forever mission is to conserve
pheasant, quail, and other wildlife through
habitat improvements, public access,
education and conservation advocacy.

v . & *‘0" gﬁ

HSNWIA

HUMANE SOCIETY OF NW I0WA

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 8
Dickinson County Expo Center - Spirit Lake

LUNCH - SNACKS - DRINKS
20 BINGO GAMES - GIFT BASKET PRIZES

GRAND PRIZE $500 VISA CARD

*Vagesa®?®

Okoboji Motor Company & The Lakes New Shopper
PARTNERSHIPS THAT DRIVE RESULTS

At Okoboji Motor Company, we're dedicated to serving our customers
with the best vehicles and service in the lowa Great Lakes Area. To reach
those customers, we rely on partners who deliver.

That's why we love advertising with The Lakes News Shopper.

ﬂl(asa.n
‘- .

Darwin Pike
Sales Manager

Devin Ingebrigtson
General Manager

In one week alone, we had three separate customers walk through our
doors, each holding one of our ads from the Lakes News Shopper. What's
even more impressive? They came from three different cities:

* One from Omaha
* One from Sioux Falls
* One right here from the Lakes Area

All three were looking for the same
Toyota vehicle they saw in our ad.

The Lakes News Shopper doesn't just get our name out there; it gets us results. It connects
us with serious buyers, whether they re across state lines or right in our own backyard.

TH ek

— TOYOTA
% %‘iﬁiii%%miﬂﬁi

HWY. 9 WEST e SPIRIT LAKE ¢ 712-336-1500
SEE OUR ENTIRE SELECTION OF NEW & USED VEHICLES ONLINE :

OKOBOJIGMTOYOTA.COM ...

@D ks vews storerm

1009 N. 22nd St., Milford, IA 712-338-2232
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