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  At its January 20th business meet-
ing, the Franklin County Commission 
approved a report outlining 13 road 
and bridge improvement projects 
completed in FY2025 using Rebuild 
Alabama Act gas tax funds. 
  Those 13 projects included 16.71 
miles of roadways in Franklin County 
at a total cost of $2.178 million. The 
projects were funded entirely by pro-
ceeds Franklin County receives 
through a 10 cent per gallon tax 
approved by the Alabama 
Legislature in 2019. Proceeds from 
that tax are earmarked for road and 

bridge improvements. Counties must 
document how the tax proceeds are 
spent and submit reports annually to 
account for all spending. 
  Franklin County Rebuild Alabama 
Act projects completed in FY25 
included: 
—resurfacing and traffic striping of 
Highway 25 from Hwy. 23 to AL 24 at 
a cost of $213,313.57. 
—resurfacing Bedford Circle from 
Green Road to Morrisette Drive at a 
cost of $37,230.74. 
—resurfacing Morrisette Drive from 
Green Road to the dead end at a 
cost of $41,418.19. 
—resurfacing and traffic striping of 
Hwy. 152 from Al 187 to Hwy. 52 at a 
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  Two events will allow Franklin 
County residents to meet and hear 
from Republican candidates at the 
federal, state and local level as they 
prepare for the May 19, 2026 primary 
election. 
  The Republican Women of Franklin 
County (RWFC) are  sponsoring 
‘Candidate Roundtables’ on 
Tuesday, February 10th and  
Tuesday, April 14th. The roundtables 
will take place at the Frog Pond 
Community Center, 5680 County 
Road 22 in Spruce Pine. Each event 
will begin at 6 pm, and both are free 
and open to the public. 
Refreshments will be served. 

  RWFC President Denel Wardell 
said although her organization is 
hosting the event, it will not be 
endorsing candidates in the May 
Republican Primary. 
  A Tufts University 2020 study con-
cluded that voters who are encour-
aged to vote and are familiar with 
candidates are twice as likely to par-
ticipate in elections over those who 
are unfamiliar with candidates or 
issues. 
  All Republican candidates appear-
ing on statewide Republican ballots, 
both federal and state, and all 
Franklin County Republican candi-
dates were invited to attend one or 
both of the roundtables, although 
candidates will only speak at one 
event. 

FranklinFreePress.net 2.4.26

See ‘ROUNDTABLE,’ Page 9

See ‘FCCDC’ Page 4
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February 10th roundtable bringing 
statewide candidates to Franklin County

FCCDC quarterly grant recipients include 
Phil Campbell High School musical theatre 

program and Belgreen varsity baseball



Linda Gail Shelnutt, age 68, of Russellville, passed 
away on Sunday, January 25, 2026, at North Alabama 
Medical Center. Spry Memorial Chapel assisted the 

family. 
 

Imojean "Jean" Ricketts, age 92, of Spruce Pine, 
passed away on Wednesday, January 28, 2026, at 
her residence. Spry Memorial Chapel assisted the 

family. 
 

Jimmy D Fretwell, 80, passed away peacefully on 
Thursday, January 29, 2026. Spry Memorial Chapel 

assisted the family. 
 

Benji Keith Braden passed away unexpectedly on 
January 28, 2026. Pinkard Funeral Home assisted 

with the arrangements. 
 

Elva N. “Sis” Jones, 88, of Vina passed away Mon-
day, January 26, 2026 at her residence. Deaton Fu-

neral Home assisted with the arrangements. 
 

Kerry Cooper, age 63, of Phil Campbell passed away 
on January 30, 2026. Pinkard Funeral Home assisted 

with the arrangements.
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On a Sabbath, Jesus’ disciples grabbed some grain, rubbed it 
between their hands and ate it. The Pharisees accused them of 
doing something unlawful. In reality, the disciples had not broken 
God’s Law. Really, all the Sabbath Law said was “Remember the 
Sabbath. Keep it Holy. Don’t work.” It did not provide much detail. 
Jews in the period between the Testaments added those details and 
they became synonymous with “Law” for the Pharisees and scribes. 
The disciples had only broken this tradition. 

Jesus exposed their hypocrisy. He cited an event where David had 
eaten bread that was not lawful for him to eat. Jesus wasn’t excus-
ing David’s actions— He said they weren’t lawful (Lev. 24:9). Jesus 
didn’t believe that hunger was a good reason to not trust in God (Mt. 
4:3,4). Wouldn’t that set aside all self-denial, sacrifice, and any obe-
dience that might cause discomfort? David’s life surrounding the 
occasion Jesus mentions is characterized by a series of decisions 
that revealed a lack of trust in God (I Sam. 21-22). 

Jesus reveals their bias showing they were critical of Him and His 
disciples when they hadn’t done anything wrong, yet, they didn’t crit-
icize David at all even though he had actually done something 
wrong, 

Beyond that, they had missed the point of the Sabbath. The 
Sabbath was not to be a burden; it was given as a day of rest. 
Jesus, as “Lord of the Sabbath,” was in the best position to pro-
nounce upon it. The Sabbath itself pointed to Jesus. It was a shad-
ow of Him in whom we find our rest (Col. 2:14-17; Mt. 11:28-30). 

 
Lessons to Learn: 
Don’t be bound by human tradition. These men condemned 

because they were more devoted to standards passed down from 
men than they were to the will of God. Sometimes that meant they 
were over critical and sometimes that meant that they gave them-
selves a pass when thy were violating God’s will (Matthew 15). 
Using the Bible as our standard helps us hold to exactly the right 
standard for ourselves and others. 

 
Don’t judge hypocritically. They were harsh towards the ones they 

didn’t like and easy on the ones they appreciated. 
 
Tune in to 100.7 WGOL Sunday at 8:30am for our Back to the 

Bible Radio Program. 
 
Reach out with your questions, comments or requests for personal 

Bible study at backtothebiblepodcast.com or at info@backtothe-
biblepodcast.com. 

Back to the Bible 
by Larsen Plyler:

Matthew 12:1-8
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Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon panels, letters to the  
editor and other creative submissions to 

franklinfreepress@yahoo.com

—$250 to Belgreen High School Special Education Classroom for supplies and learning materials. 
—$500 to Bay Tree Council of Performing Arts for purchase of costumes, materials and supplies. 
—$800 to the Place of Grace for purchase of operating materials, transportation expense, education. 
—$1,500 to Blue Springs Volunteer Fire Department for purchase of Pro/Pak portable foam system 
—$500 to Franklin County Chamber of Commerce for Junior Leadership Montgomery visit. 
—$4,000 to Town of Phil Campbell Fire Department for purchase of two Lion V-Force coats. 
—$250 to East Franklin Junior High School for math field trip. 
—$800 to City of Red Bay Weatherford Library for purchase of new books and participant incentive program. 
—$5,000 to Franklin County Board of Education for Phil Campbell High School Musical Theatre Program expenses. 
  The next meeting of the FCCDC will be March 27, 2026, at 8:30 a.m., at the Red Bay City Hall. Grant requests for the March 27, 2026, meeting must be 
received by a commission member before 12 p.m., March 20, 2026.

Kadin Pounders 
Franklin Free Press 
 
  On the morning of Friday, January 30, Russellville Mayor David Grissom presented Russellville City Schools Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
Director Dr. AnnaKay Holland—joined by fellow educators, students, and Superintendent Tim Guinn—with a framed and signed copy of his mayoral pro-
clamation declaring the month of February Career and Technical Education Month in the City of Russellville. 
  The proclamation states that “career and technical education programs in the Russellville City School System have become a rigorous, progressive, and 
vital part of the total educational system, which is committed to providing students with rewarding opportunities to gain valuable experience in career and 
life skills;” that CTE programs at RCS are committed to preparing students for post-prep school life by providing opportunities to explore different career 
paths; and that the “ever-increasing cooperative partnerships of career and technical educators and business/industry professionals are stimulating the 
growth and vitality of our local economy and that of the entire state by preparing graduates for career fields forecast to experience the largest and fastest 
growth in the next decade.” 
  Grissom’s proclamation couldn’t have come at a more appropriate and meaningful time for the CTE department at Russellville: In early January, RCS 
opened its expanded and renovated Career and Technical Education Building, a $6.2 million project. This year, a record 688 RHS students are taking or 
have completed at least two CTE courses. 
  “The Mayor's proclamation of CTE Month validates the hard work of Russellville’s educators and students, highlighting the program's vital role in connecting 
classroom learning to in-demand, high-skill careers in our community,” Holland said. “It acts as a powerful public endorsement, raising awareness among 
local businesses for potential partnerships, increasing student enrollment, and fostering community support for our programs. The proclamation serves as 
a powerful validation of our mission to prepare students for the "Three Es": being employed, enrolled, or enlisted. 
  “We have an amazing faculty and staff at RHS CTE, and I cannot say enough about how hard they work to prepare RHS students for their future,” she 
added. “This recognition is particularly meaningful this year following the January 2026 opening of Russellville High School's newly remodeled Career 
Technical Building.” 

Russellville Mayor proclaims February Career  
and Technical Education Month
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   Franklin County Sheriff Shannon Oliver announced recently he will seek a fifth term serving Franklin 
County citizens as sheriff. 
  Oliver faces opposition from law enforcement veteran Brian “Spanky” Shackelford in the May 19, 
2026, Republican Primary. No Democrat qualified to run for Sheriff, so the May 19th primary will serve 
as the de facto election. 
  Oliver has served as Franklin County Sheriff the past 15 years and has more than 31 years of ex-
perience in law enforcement.  
  A lifelong Franklin County resident, Oliver said his passion to work daily to better serve his community 
remains as strong as it was when his law enforcement career began. 
  “We have made progress in moving law enforcement forward through a team effort and I’ve always 
had an open door policy when it comes to being accessible to the citizens of Franklin County, and that 
won’t ever change,” Oliver said. 
  “Our efforts to modernize the Franklin County Sheriff’s Office remains a priority and with today’s ad-
vances in technology and equipment, it’s more important than ever to continue to make those steps forward,” Oliver added. 
  Oliver was hired at the Franklin County Sheriff’s Office in 1993, but left in 2005 to accept an officer position with the Russellville 
Police Department, where he remained until his election in 2011 to the office of Sheriff. 
  While both Oliver and Shackelford have extensive law enforcement experience, Oliver believes his experience with the FCSO and 
as sheriff give him a stronger foundation to serve citizens in the next four years. 
  Of particular importance to Oliver when he was first elected was expanding the number of School Resource Officers working at 
Franklin County Schools. Through a team effort with the Franklin County Board of Education, the number of SROs assigned to Franklin 
County Schools has grown, with officers on the campuses of Tharptown, Belgreen, Phil Campbell and Vina, and Oliver hopes to add 
a full-time SRO at East Franklin Junior High School in his next term. The Red Bay Police Department provides the SRO for Red Bay 
School. 
  “It has been an honor to serve the citizens of Franklin County as Sheriff since 2011 and I would again be honored to have your vote 
in the May 19th Republican Primary,” Oliver said. 
  Polls will be open Tuesday, May 19th from 7am-7pm.

Oliver: Passion to serve community as  
Sheriff ‘stronger than ever’



The NACOLG SENIORx medication assistance program 
supplies free and low-cost medications for anyone in 

Alabama with a disability or chronic illness, regardless of age, that 
requires daily medication. Medicare recipients may also be eligi-
ble. For more information, contact NACOLG SENIORX today. 
There is no charge for this service. Call Paula Pardue at 256-389-
0529, 256-389-0530 or 1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463). 

The Franklin County Democratic Executive Committee 
invites you to ‘Meet the Candidate,’ Tuesday, February 

17th, at the 43 Grill on Highway 43 to meet Democratic candidate 
for Alabama Governor, Dr. Will Boyd. The event starts at 6:30 
p.m. For more information, contact Rick Neighbors at 205-306-
1249. 43 Grill is located at 15110 Highway 43 in Russellville. 

United Way has partnered with One Gen Away to host a 
large food giveaway at Russellville High School on 

Saturday, February 7. The giveaway will begin at 9 a.m. and last 
until all food has been distributed. Drive-thru only, please stay in 
your vehicles. Limit one distribution per vehicle. 

LifeSouth Community Blood Center will host a blood 
drive at Russellville Hospital on Wednesday, February 

18th from 10am-5pm. Please contact Deborah Lindsey to sched-
ule an appointment at 256-332-8676 or by email at Deborah.lind-
sey@russellvillehospital.org. Please bring photo ID when you 
donate. Everyone who signs up to donate will receive an appetiz-
er card from Texas Roadhouse, a t-shirt from LifeSouth and a free 
meal ticket from Russellville Hospital. Door prizes will also be 
given away. Call with any questions, and thank you for giving the 
gift of life! 
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beautification efforts in the City of Russellville
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  Before the February 2nd Russellville City Council meeting began, Mayor David Grissom and several council members expressed their appreciation to 
the city employees taking part in Operation Clean Sweep, an aggressive program designed to clean up the city and address the many compliance is-
sues plaguing it. 
  Operation Clean Sweep team members include City of Russellville License and Building Inspector Bill Fuller, Chief Joe Mansell, Justin Green and Mi-
chael Hall from the Russellville Fire Department, Chad Sheffield, the Russellville Police Department compliance officer and Street Department Manager 
Shannon Wilson. 
  The Operation Clean Sweep team met Monday to discuss ongoing cleanup efforts on properties where compliance notices have already been given to 
the property owners, as well as a list of new complaints they will investigate. 
  “I sat in on today’s meeting and I appreciate the good job these men are doing on compliance issues in the City of Russellville,” Grissom said. “Our cit-
izens are noticing the improvements as well.” 
  Mansell said the effort is an everyday one, with across the board enforcement that doesn’t target one specific part of the city or demographic. 
  “This is something our mayor and council have wanted to see for a while and Mr. Fuller has taken the lead with this effort,” Mansell said. “We want our 
citizens to be aware these guys are coming around. If you move into Russellville, your property value shouldn’t decrease because of your neighbors.” 
  Compliance issues include a range of violations, from unkempt lawns to junk cars stored on property to trash and debris piled up at a property. Vio-
lation of the city’s ordinances dealing with property condition is a criminal offense that may be prosecuted in Russellville Municipal Court.  
  Fuller said as they address more properties, he’s starting to see increase cooperation from property owners. 
  “We had two the last week where the owner volunteered to tear down dilapidated buildings themselves without us having to get involved, other than no-
tifying them of the violation. And we appreciate their willingness to correct the problems,” Fuller said. 
  Councilman Lonnie Freeman rode with compliance officials recently and saw first-hand how their work is making a difference in the way the city looks. 
  “I appreciate their efforts and I like how it’s being done in every district, not singling out just one. People may get a little upset about it, but it’s not a new 
policy. We want residents to know these ordinances are going to be enforced,” Freeman said. 
  Residents wanting to report a compliance violation are encouraged to call Russellville City Hall at 256-332-6060 and ask for Fuller.  
  In other agenda items at its February 2nd meeting, the council:  
—approved a Russellville Municipal Airport agreement with the Federal Aviation Administration for a flight inspection. 
—authorized the Russellville Fire Department to submit changes in educational requirements for job descriptions to the Civil Service Board. Assistant 
Chief Randy Seal said the changes were needed to update the names of courses offered at the Alabama Fire College. Many courses have consolidated 
or changed names and the city’s job description for firefighters included the old names. 
—accepted a letter of resignation effective immediately from RPD officer Randy Mansell and authorized advertisement for the position. 
  The next regular meeting of the Russellville City Council will be February 16, 2026 with work session at 6 p.m., and meeting to follow.



Kadin Pounders 
Franklin Free Press   
 
The Tharptown High School varsity girls' and boys' basketball 
teams swept Shoals Christian on December 11 with the Lady 
Wildcats winning 33-23 and the THS boys extinguishing the 
Flame 48-27.  
  Tharptown's girls got the evening started with a 10-point victory 
to improve their record to 2-6. 
  Down 11-10 after the opening period of play, the Lady Wildcats 
allowed just one point in the second quarter to take a 22-12 lead 
into halftime. 
  Led by 13 total points from Carly Cason, who also grabbed 10 
rebounds to finish with a double-double, Tharptown maintained 
it's advantage in the second half to walk away the victors. 
  In addition to her double-double, Cason also added five blocks. 
Senior Alyssa Fischer added seven points and 15 rebounds for 
Tharptown, and Allie Gann scored five points to go along with 
five steals. 
  In the boys' game, the Wildcats took care of business with a 21-
point win to improve to 5-3 on the year. 
  Leading the way for Tharptown was Zach Riley, who ended the 
night with a game-high 19 points. 
  Two other Wildcats also put up double figures: Evin Lawson 
scored 12 points and Cody McKlusky scored 10.

Tharptown girls, boys sweep  
visitors Shoals Christian

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
 

The Franklin County Commission is accepting  
applications for the following position(s): 

 
Non-Certified Real Property Appraiser, Revenue 

Commission Office 
 

Applications will be accepted in the Franklin County 
Commission office until positions are filled. 

 
————————— 

 
An application and job description may be picked up, 

faxed or emailed upon request from the Franklin County 
Commission Office, located at 405 N. Jackson Avenue, 

Monday — Friday, 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM, by calling  
(256) 332-8852 or applications are available at  

www.franklincountyal.org under the Careers tab. 
 

Franklin County is an equal opportunity employer and 
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, sex, religion, age or disability in the em-

ployment of services.



‘ROUNDTABLE,’ from Page 1
  Collectively for both events, Wardell has received confirmations from two 
United States Senate candidates, one U.S. House of Representatives can-
didate, three Lieutenant Governor candidate, one Attorney General candi-
date, one Secretary of State candidate and one State Auditor candidate, 
along with three Franklin County Commission candidates and one Franklin 
County Sheriff candidate. The local candidates are not expected to speak 
at the February 10th roundtable, as they will return in April to speak, but sev-
eral have committed to attend. 
  Candidates scheduled to speak February 10th include Seth Burton and 
Rodney Walker (U.S. Senate), Tommy Barnes (U. S. House District Four), 
Pat Bishop and Rick Pate (Lieutenant Governor), Derek Chan (State Audi-
tor). 
  April 14th commitments include Dale Shelton Deas Jr. and Morgan Murphy 
(U.S. Senate), Nicole Jones Wadsworth (Lt. Governor), Katherine Robertson 
(Attorney General), Glenda Jackson (Secretary of State), Jeremy Oden 
(Public Service Commission Place One), Priscilla Andrews (Public Service 
Commission Place Two), Joey Norton, Miles Gaston, Curtis Baker and Jeff 
Fleming (Franklin County Commission District One) and Shannon Oliver 
(Franklin County Sheriff).  
  Wardell said she’s heard from three additional local candidates ‘hoping to 
attend,’ but does not have a firm commitment yet. State candidates trying 
to work out their schedules to attend include John Wahl (Lt. Governor), 
Tommy Tuberville and Ken McFeeters (Governor). 
  Wardell is hoping that United States Senate candidate Jared Hudson will 
attend the RWFC’s ‘Honoring Veterans’ Dinner event on May 12th. Hudson 
is a former United States Navy Seal. 
  The following candidates have declined to attend either event: Steve Mar-
shall, Barry Moore and Jared Hudson (United States Senate), Andrew Sor-
rell (State Auditor) and Corey Hill (Commissioner of Agriculture and 
Industries). 
  These roundtables will represent the largest gathering of state and federal 
candidates to attend a Franklin County. While statewide candidates often 
visit Franklin County, there has never been an event of this magnitude lo-
cally. 
  “We are thrilled with the response so far and we expect to hear from many 
more candidates in advance of February 10th and the April 14th events,” 
Wardell said. “We are looking forward to a good turnout from Franklin County 
voters as well.”



FOR SALE 
 

Camper for 
sale. 30-foot 

Bumper 
Camper. 

Good condi-
tion. Queen 
bed and two 

bunks. 
Living Room 

Slide Out. 
Good tires, 
new fridge, 

HVAC works, 
stove works. 
$3,500. No 

owner 
finance. Call 

256-668-
5480. 

 
AFFORD-

ABLE TV & 
INTERNET. If 

you are 
overpaying 

for your 
service, call 

now for a 
free quote 

and see how 
much you 

can save! 1-
833-641-6672 

 
NEED NEW 
FLOORING? 
 Call today 
to schedule 
a FREE in-
home esti-

mate on 
Carpeting & 

Flooring. 
Call Today! 
1-833-641-

6567 
 

No more 
cleaning out 

gutters. 
Guaranteed! 
LeafFilter is 

the most 
advanced 
gutter pro-
tection for 
your home, 
backed by a 

no-clog 
guarantee 

and lifetime 
transferrable 

warranty. 
Call today 1-
833-683-2005 

to schedule 
a FREE 

inspection 
and no obli-
gation esti-
mate. Plus 

get 20% off! 
Seniors and 
military save 
an additional 

10%. 
Restrictions 
apply, see 

representa-
tive for war-

ranty and 
offer details 

 
Prepare for 
power out-
ages today 

with a 
Generac 

Home 
Standby 

Generator. 
Act now to 
receive a 

FREE 7-Year 
warranty 

with qualify-
ing pur-

chase* Call 
1-877-323-
5516 today 
to schedule 
a free quote. 
It’s not just a 

generator. 
It’s a power 

move. 
 

SERVICES 
 

APPLIANCE 
REPAIR: 

Prompt local 
service 

available for 
appliance 

repair. 
Washer/Drye

r, 
Dishwasher, 
Refrigerator, 
Stove/Oven 

and all major 
appliances. 

Certified, 
Insured 
techs. 

Satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

Call to 
schedule 

your 
appointment 

now! 1-877-
441-0132 

 
SELLING a 
RV, Tractor 

or Golf Cart? 
ADVERTISE 
STATEWIDE 
or by region 
in over 100 

Newspapers, 
reaching 

over 1 mil-
lion readers 
each week!  
Run your ad 

in our 
Classified 

Network for 
just $210 per 
week! Make 
one call to 

this newspa-
per (partici-
pating Ala-

SCAN news-
paper) or 
call 1-800-

264-7043 to 
find out how 
easy it is to 

advertise 
statewide!  

 
BEAUTIFUL 

BATH 
UPDATES in 
as little as 
ONE DAY! 
Superior 

quality bath 
and shower 
systems at 
AFFORD-

ABLE 
PRICES! 

Lifetime war-
ranty & pro-

fessional 
installs. Call 
Now! 1-833-

770-0326 
 

WATER 
DAMAGE 

CLEANUP & 
RESTORA-

TION:  A 
small 

amount of 
water can 

lead to major 
damage in 
your home. 
Our trusted 
profession-
als dry out 

the wet area 
and do 

repairs to 
protect your 
family and 

your home's 
value! If you 
have water 

in your 
home that 

needs to be 
dried, Call 

24/7: 1-833-
879-1371 
Have zip 

code of serv-
ice location 
ready when 

you call!  
 

We Buy 
Houses for 
Cash AS IS! 
No repairs. 

No fuss. Any 
condition. 
Easy three 

step 
process: 
Call, get 

cash offer 
and get paid. 
Get your fair 

cash offer 
today by 

calling Liz 
Buys 

Houses: 1-
877-385-7131 

 
Consumer 

Cellular - the 
same reli-

able, nation-
wide cover-
age as the 

largest carri-
ers. No long-

term con-
tract, no hid-
den fees and 
activation is 

free. All 
plans feature 

unlimited 
talk and text, 

starting at 
just 

$20/month. 
For more 

information, 
call 1-844-
358-5270 

 
HEALTH/BE

AUTY 
 

ATTENTION 
OXYGEN 
THERAPY 
USERS! 
Discover 
Oxygen 
Therapy 

That Moves 
with You 

with Inogen 
Portable 
Oxygen 

Concentrator
s. FREE 

information 
kit. Call 1-

833-650-7885 
 

Attention: 
VIAGRA and 

CIALIS 
USERS! A 
cheaper 

alternative to 
high drug-

store prices! 
50 Pill 

Special - 
Only $99! 

100% guar-
anteed. 

CALL NOW: 
1-833-641-

6606 
 

DENTAL 
INSURANCE 

from 
Physicians 

Mutual 
Insurance 
Company. 

Coverage for 
400 plus pro-

cedures. 
Real dental 
insurance - 
NOT just a 
discount 

plan. Do not 
wait! Call 
now! Get 

your FREE 
Dental 

Information 
Kit with all 
the details! 
1-877-817-

4697 
www.den-

tal50plus.co
m/alabama 

#6258 
 

Replace 
your roof 

with the best 
looking and 
longest last-
ing material 
steel from 

Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three 

styles and 
multiple col-

ors avail-
able. 

Guaranteed 
to last a life-
time! Limited 

Time Offer 
up to 50% 

off installa-
tion + 

Additional 
10% off 

install (for 
military, 

health work-
ers & 1st 

responders.) 
Call Erie 

Metal Roofs: 
1-833-955-

3163 

 
AUTOMO-

TIVE 
 

GOT AN 
UNWANTED 

CAR??? 
DONATE IT 

TO PATRIOT-
IC HEARTS. 

Fast free 
pick up. 
Patriotic 

Hearts’ pro-
grams help 

veterans find 
work or start 

their own 
business. 

Call 24/7: 1-
833-426-0193 

 
Donate your 
car, truck, 

boat, RV and 
more to sup-
port our vet-

erans! 
Schedule a 
FAST, FREE 
vehicle pick-

up and 
receive a top 

tax deduc-
tion! Call 

Veteran Car 
Donations at 

1-877-724-
3049 today! 
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  The Phil Campbell High School varsity girls’ 
and boys’ basketball team hosted county rival 
Belgreen High School for the Bobcats’ Senior 
Night at the PCHS gymnasium on Thursday 
night. Both schools walked away with a win 
after all was said and done; the Lady Bulldogs 
pulling off a late comeback over the hosts 
while the PCHS boys held on to beat 
Belgreen by 10 points. 
  The PCHS-BHS girls game started the 
evening off and it was an eventful one. 
  Looking like they might avenge their Franklin County Tournament championship loss to 
BHS, the Lady Bobcats held a double-digit advantage going into the fourth quarter, 42-31, 
but Belgreen rallied to overcome PCHS and spoil the Senior Night mood. Belgreen, aided 
by five second half three-pointers from Randi Terry, put together a massive performance in 
the final period of play to outscore the Lady Bobcats 25-12 and win by two points, 56-54. 
  Terry, who finished with a game-high 21 points, was the driving force behind the Belgreen 

Kadin Pounders 
Franklin Free Press 
 
  The Russellville High School indoor track 
and field team had an impressive showing at 
the AHSAA Class 4A/5A State Meet over the 
weekend, rewriting the program record book 
and compiling several top finishes. 
  The most notable finishes for Russellville 
came in the track events. RHS had four top 
10 finishes on the track, including two per-
formances that sent Golden Tigers to the 
podium. 
  Sophomore Darron Jones had the best fin-
ish of the bunch, earning a silver medal in 
the boys 60-meter hurdles with a time of 
8.63. The time was also a new personal best 
for Jones and set a new school record. 
  Russellville’s boys 4x200m relay team also 
ended up on the podium, grabbing bronze—
and setting a new program record—with a 
1:32.17 finish. 
  Other top 10 finishes on the track included 
senior Connor Devaney’s sixth-place finish 
in the boys 60m final and the Golden Tigers’ 
4x400m relay team’s 10th place finish. 
Devaney’s qualifying time of 7.16 in the 60m 
prelims set a new school record as did the 
4x400m relay team’s time of 3:45.05 in the 
final heat. 
  Junior Julyun Francisco and sophomore 
Pascual Felipe had top 15 finishes in the 
boys 400m and boys 1600m, respectively. 
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Golden Tigers medal twice 

at AHSAA Indoor Track & 
Field State Meet

See, ‘BOBCATS,’ Page 12

See, ‘THARPTOWN,’ Page 13

See, ‘STATE MEET,’ Page 14

Tharptown sweeps Vina on basketball 
Senior Night

Phil Campbell varsity basketball  
squads split with Belgreen on Bobcats’ 

Senior Night

Kadin Pounders 
Franklin Free Press 
 
  Tharptown High School celebrated basketball 
Senior Night on Friday with two victories over 
county foe Vina High School; the THS girls 
routed the Lady Red Devils 57-16, while the 
THS boys pulled off a 42-39 win over the visi-
tors. 
  In the girls’ game, Tharptown wasted no time 
dispatching Vina, which was playing without 
key contributors Layla Hester and Lana Bell, 
both injured. The Lady Wildcats were up 18-3 
at the end of the first period and led by 36 
points by halftime. 
  In the second half, Tharptown continued to outscore the Lady Red Devils but at a slower 
clip. THS added 16 points to Vina’s 11 in the third and fourth quarters to win by a 41-point 
margin. 
  “I’m proud of these girls,” Tharptown head coach Abby Ward said of her team after the 
game. “All you can ask for as a coach is improvement throughout the season, and they have 
shown me just that.” 
  Eighth-grader Lindie Easterling led Vina with six points in the loss.  
  Tharptown’s Raeleigh Harrell led all scorers in the game with 13 points, and senior Alyssa 
Fischer, the lone senior on the team, also hit double figures with 12 points. 
  Fischer, along with the boys’ basketball and cheerleading seniors, was recognized between 

Tharptown High School seniors from left 
to right: Cesar Rueda, Daniel Jimenez, 
Bryson Borden, Kaiden Hallmark, Caden 
Hill, Lexi Little, Leonela Bela Jaquez, 
and Alyssa Fischer.

Phil Campbell High School seniors from 
left to right: Kayden Headlee, Lola Mays, 
Leela Baker, Hagen Raper, and Madden 
Welch.
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comeback, scoring all 21 of her points in the second half and 16 of the Lady Bulldogs’ 25 fourth quarter points.  
  The first of three consecutive made three pointers from Terry in the fourth gave Belgreen its first lead, 43-42 with four minutes remaining. Later, 
two more Terry three balls extended the visitors’ lead first to 49-45 and then to 52-47 before Phil Campbell called a timeout with 1:51 to play. 
  “Randi Terry got hot and she really carried us there at the end,” Belgreen girls’ basketball head coach Chad Green said. 
  But Terry wasn’t the only one able to sink shots from long range. Two big three-pointers from Phil Campbell’s Layla Baker made it all the more 
interesting late. Down by five points, Baker hit a three to pull the Lady Bobcats back within a basket, 52-50. And then with just 15 seconds left, 
Baker hit another three to tie the ball game up 54-54. 
  Unfortunately for hosts, an inadvertent foul by PCHS with 11 seconds to go sent Belgreen senior Isabella Tate to the free throw line where she 
sank both attempts to put the Lady Bulldogs back up by two points, 56-54. Phil Campbell’s effort to tie or win the game in the final seconds fell 
short. 
  “I just don’t think we played with much energy in the first half, but we came out in the second half and played with a lot of energy; we quit turning 
the ball over and we were able to pressure well and get turnovers,” Green said. 
  “All year long. the close games we’ve played have been nail-biters. We’ve hit two game-winners at the buzzer this year, we beat Haleyville the 
other day with a shot with seven or eight seconds left, and we’ve had two close games here lately with Phil Campbell. Going down the stretch, I 
think playing these close games helps your kids in those situations,” Green added. 
  In addition to Terry’s 21 points, Isabella Tate, who was a perfect 6-6 from the free throw line in the fourth quarter, finished in double figures with 
10 points for Belgreen. Senior Leela Baker was Phil Campbell’s top scorer, finishing with 19 points. Layla Baker scored 10 points for the Lady 
Bobcats. 
  With the win, Belgreen, which is receiving votes in the latest Alabama Sports Writers Association poll of Class 2A, improved to 19-7 overall. Phil 
Campbell fell to 13-14 overall after the defeat. 
  After the girls’ game was over, Phil Campbell held its Senior Night ceremony and recognized five seniors: cheerleaders Kayden Headlee and 
Lola Mays, girls basketball player Leela Baker, and boys basketball players Hagen Raper and Madden Welch. 
  The boys’ game tipped off next, and it proved to be a competitive contest from start to finish. 
  In the first half the Bulldogs and Bobcats traded buckets and there were a few lead changes in the opening 16 minutes, but Phil Campbell led at 
the end of both the first and second periods. The hosts, led by junior Austin Elliott who scored 14 points in the first half, held a two-point, 31-29 
advantage over BHS going into the locker room at halftime. 
  In the second half, the Bobcats, thanks to a suffocating defense, were able to force low-percentage shots and more turnovers which led to fast-
break opportunities; those efforts eventually created just a little more separation between themselves and the Bulldogs. Phil Campbell also did 
well rebounding on both ends of the court. 
  That defensive work was critical to the final result, Phil Campbell head coach Shannon Benford told the Franklin Free Press. 
  “We’re just playing better defense. Belgreen has some shooters that you’ve got to close out on them and lock them down,” he said. “(Braycen) 
Johnson and (Jake) Dill are two great shooters and you have to guard them.” 
  Phil Campbell took a seven-point lead into the fourth quarter, and that’s where the margin hovered for the remainder of the game until Belgreen, 
forced to foul late, sent the Bobcats to the free throw line. There PCHS 
was able to boost the final margin of victory to double digits. 
  Benford said his team played well offensively in the second half of the 
game, but that’s an area the second-year head coach believes his team 
can still improve on as the regular season nears its conclusion. 
  “We’ve just got to keep getting better offensively. We shoot a lot at prac-
tice, and we’ve just gotta keep putting the ball in the hole,” he said. 
  Elliott finished the contest with 20 points for Phil Campbell. PCHS sen-
iors Raper and Welch ended the night with 10 points each.  
  “Those guys went through football season and had a great year, and 
they come out and work their butts off for basketball season, too,” Ben-
ford said of Raper and Welch. “They’re hard workers and we’re going to 
miss them, I can promise you that.” 
  Belgreen senior Braycen Johnson scored a game-high 26 points in the 
loss. Chris Bentley added 11 points for BHS. 
  The win improved Phil Campbell’s record to 15-10. Belgreen dropped to 
10-12 with the loss.
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games. After the girls’ contest, Ward commended Fischer for her 
leadership. 
  “She has been a true leader for us. We call her ‘Coach Fischer’ all 
the time because she truly is a leader on and off the court,” Ward told 
the Franklin Free Press. “We’re going to miss her a lot next season. 
It’s been an honor to coach her her final season, but we’re sad that 
she’s going to be leaving us.” 
  Up next the THS and VHS boys were slated to tip off, but before 
that happened there was a very special moment for a massive Tharp-
town basketball supporter. Caden Hill, one of the seniors recognized 
between games, hit the court, made a few steals and sank a few bas-
kets, including a three-pointer, against Red Devil opposition. Hill’s 
sharp shooting received a roar of applause and he got standing ova-
tions from Tharptown and Vina fans alike after being subbed off the 
court. 
  “We are so proud of Caden Hill for scoring on the court last night!” 
Tharptown High School posted on its Facebook page. “We love his 
enthusiasm for Wildcat Basketball! He had the best cheering section! 
Thanks to all who helped make this a special night for Caden!” 
  Following Hill’s cameo, the teams went to center court for the tip 
and a low-scoring but competitive battle ensued. 
  In the first half, the two sides traded blows and the lead changed 
hands multiple times, especially in the first quarter, but by halftime 
the Wildcats had accrued a five-point, 24-19 lead. 
  After the break, the fight continued as neither side could assert dom-
inance on the other. Tharptown maintained a slight edge going into 
the fourth quarter up 29-27. The final eight minutes were evenly 
matched with THS just outscoring Vina 13-12, but that was enough 
to secure the 42-39 win for the hosts on their Senior Night. 
  Vina’s Colton Davis led all scorers with 15 points in the loss. 
  Tharptown had two players finish with double figures: Zach Riley 
led his team with 13 points and Jackson Knighton was right behind 
him with 12 points. Evin Lawson added nine points for the Wildcats. 
  After the game, Wildcats’ head coach Chuck Simmons praised his 
four senior players for their character. 
  “We have four seniors: Bryson Borden, Cesar Rueda, Daniel Jime-
nez, Kaiden Hallmark. They are a really good group that work very 
hard in practice and games. They understand what their roles are on 
our teams, and do that to the best of their ability. They are good role 
models for our younger guys in the classroom and the court,” Sim-
mons said. “They are all very coachable and give their very best effort 
in practice and games. They display high character at school and 
games. We will miss these guys, but we are very proud of them, we 
know they will succeed in their professional lives after school.”

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
 

The Franklin County Commission is accepting applica-
tions for the following position(s): 

 
- Non-Certified Real Property Appraiser,  

Revenue Commission Office 
- Corrections Officer/Dispatcher, Jail 

 
Applications will be accepted in the Franklin County 

Commission office 
until positions are filled. 

____________________________________ 
 

An application and job description may be picked up, 
faxed or emailed upon request from 

the Franklin County Commission Office, located at 405 
N Jackson Avenue, Monday – Friday, 8:00 

AM to 5:00 PM, by calling (256) 332-8852 or applica-
tions are available at www.franklincountyal.org 

under the Careers tab. 
 

Franklin County is an equal opportunity employer and 
does not discriminate on the basis 

of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age or dis-
ability in the employment or provision of services.

Tharptown High School senior Caden Hill, center left, with 
his supporters on Senior Night. (Photo courtesy Tharptown 
High School)



In the field events, RHS had one top 10 placement. Sophomore Keira 
Cruse came in sixth place in the girls long jump final and set a new 
program record with a jump of 15-8.25 (4.78m). 
  Cruse also competed in the girls triple jump final and finished 13th. 
Sophomore Sir Williams and senior Gavin McDaniel had top 15 fin-
ishes in the boys high jump and junior Jasen Noel came in 13th in 
the boys triple jump. 
  As a team, the Russellville boys’ team finished tied for 11th place 
with 17 points; Cruse, the lone competitor on the girls side for RHS, 
garnered three total points.

GENERAL NOTICE ANNOUNCEMENT 
CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE 

 
 PATROL OFFICER – POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 
 

DEFINITION OF JOB: 
Patrols a designated sector of the city of Russellville and re-
sponds to complaints.  Serves warrants and subpoenas and 

testifies in court.  Provides traffic control assistance.  Per-
forms dispatching duties.  Performs other police related 

duties as required. 
 

REQUIRED KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ABILITIES: 
Knowledge of:  the city buildings and street system of Rus-
sellville; city, state and federal laws; court procedures; de-
partment rules, regulations and procedures; maintenance 
and use of weapons; radio codes, surveillance equipment 

and legal procedures involved with illegal drug cases. 
Ability to:   operate a motor vehicle; read; safely fire a 

weapon; communicate on telephone and radio; generate 
written documents such as reports and tickets; bend, crouch; 
stretch; stretch; walk; run; respond to emergency situations 
on short notice when off-duty; and do the essential functions 

of the job as directed in this description. 
Willingness to:  work overtime, irregular hours, weekends 
and holidays; travel and attend seminars and workshops. 

 
QUALIFICATIONS and SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS: 

Possession of a high school diploma or GED 
Minimum of 21 years of age 

Must meet or exceed the minimum requirements established 
by the State of Alabama Peace Officers Standards and Train-

ing Commission 
Possession of a valid Alabama Drivers License 

Possess the ability to obtain an Alabama Police Academy di-
ploma or its equivalent 

 
THE CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTU-
NITY EMPLOYER.  ALL QUALIFIED APPLICANTS WILL 

RECEIVE CONSIDERATION WITHOUT REGARD TO 
RACE, RELIGION, COLOR, SEX, NATIONAL ORIGIN, PO-
LITICAL AFFILIATION, DISABILITY, OR ANY OTHER NON-

MERIT FACTOR.  THE CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE 
ENCOURAGES APPLICATIONS FOR POSITIONS IN ALL 
PROTECTIVE SERVICE DEPARTMENTS FROM WOMEN 

IN AN ATTEMPT TO INCREASE THEIR REPRESENTATION 
IS PROTECTIVE SERVICE DEPARTMENTS. 

 
Pay Range is from $36,145.20 – 55,781.83. 

 
Applications and copies of the Job Descriptions may be ob-
tained at the Russellville City Hall, Office of the Mayor, 304 
North Jackson Avenue.  Applications submitted to the Rus-
sellville Civil Service Board less than one year ago remain 
active.  Those individuals need not reapply in order to re-

ceive consideration for this appointment.  Applications must 
be returned no later than February 6, 2026 by U.S. Mail to: 

 
The Russellville Civil Service Board 

P. O. Box 308 
Russellville, AL  35653 

 
The appointees will be required to successfully complete a 
physical examination including drug and alcohol screening 

prior to employment.
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Shoals Primary Care
welcomes

Dr. Zaman
Shah

to the practice
in Sheffield

Monday-Thursday 8am - 5pm

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED
MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

Walk-ins are Welcome

342 Cox Boulevard
Sheffield

256-383-4473
shoalsprimarycarellc.com

36
12

31
-1

Board certified in Internal Medicine,
Dr. Shah is an exceptional physician and

a close family member of Dr. Syed.
He will be continuing Dr. Syed’s legacy
of excellent and compassionate patient

care with Shoals Primary Care.
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during contests against Cherokee
Kadin Pounders 
Franklin Free Press 
 
  On Thursday, January 29, the Vina High School girls’ and boys’ basketball teams held Senior Night 
and took on Cherokee High School for their final home game of the regular season. Both Red 
Devils squads came up just short in their efforts against the Indians, the VHS girls falling 43-41 and 
the VHS boys losing by a final of 49-45. 
  The girls’ contest got things rolling in what proved to be a hard-fought battle with multiple lead 
changes.  
  The Lady Red Devils were the ones rolling early on in the game. At the end of the first quarter, 
VHS held a 16-10 lead over CHS. But the hosts flagged in the second period and only scored three 
points. 
  At halftime, Cherokee led Vina 21-19. 
  The game remained tight all the way to the very end, Cherokee needing a couple points extremely 
late to win in regulation. 
  The visitors led 33-30 at the end of the third quarter and it was knotted up 41-41 with just a few 
seconds left. Unfortunately for the Lady Red Devils, a foul sent Cherokee’s Brooklyn Ricks to the 
line with three seconds remaining. Ricks had missed her previous six free throw attempts but sank 
the two that mattered most to give Cherokee a 43-41 victory. 
  Vina eighth-grader Miley Pannell led the Lady Red Devils with 14 points 
and seven steals in the game, followed by seven points from freshman Mar-
issa Lamar. Seniors Braxtyn Quinn and Miranda King scored six and three 
points, respectively; Quinn also recorded eight assists. Vina’s third senior, 
Harleigh Ridge, started the game and made an impact on the contest with 
an aggressive defensive effort. 
  Vina girls’ basketball head coach Richie Hester said he is proud of his 
three seniors—Quinn, King, and Ridge, who were honored during the 
course of the evening—and they will be missed. 
  “Over the years I have coached several seniors, and some of them I am 
coaching against now. It is a bittersweet situation because you are going to 
miss them and the team is going to miss them, but you are proud of their ac-
complishments and the young adults they have become,” Hester said. 
“These three seniors will really be missed, but we wish them the very best in 
their future endeavors.” 
  Next up was the boys’ contest between the Red Devils and Indians, 
another game that was decided by less than a handful of points. 
  Vina fell behind 14-8 to start but was able to cut the deficit to four points 
before halftime, going into the locker room down 23-19. 
  The Red Devils came out hot after the intermission and overtook the vis-
itors to end the third quarter with a 38-36 lead. However, that Vina advan-
tage was not to last. Cherokee came out and played the final period much 
like the first, outscoring VHS 13-7 in the final eight minutes to win by four. 
  VHS senior Matthew Patterson led all scorers with 17 points. Vina’s other 
senior, Brody Raper, scored seven points for the Red Devils in defeat. 
  Randy Barnes, head coach of the VHS boys’ basketball team, praised his 
two seniors for their contributions to the program over the years. 
  “I’m about to be done with my fifth year and they’ve been with me every 
year since they were in middle school. They’re actually the last remaining 
players from the team we took to sub-region (2022-23 season) for the first 
time since 1995,” Barnes said. “As a coach, they mean the world to me. 
They’ve been with me since the beginning, they’ve trusted me, and it’s really 
hard to see them go. 
  “I really appreciate them and the time they’ve put toward our program and 
our school. They’re both multi-sport athletes, and you have to have that at a 
small school. They’ve really helped us out, and we appreciate them. 
  “They’re good leaders, good people to look up to, and good teammates,” 
he added of Patterson and Raper. “We’ve been able to accomplish a lot to-
gether, and we’re really going to miss them.”

The FFP Athlete of the Week for Jan. 19-24 is 
Russellville's Ella Copeland. The junior scored 97 
points over three games (32.3 PPG) vs. Deshler, 
Florence, and Lawrence County. Against Flor-

ence, Copeland scored 38 points, a career high, 
and scored 28 in a win over area rival Lawrence 
County. She also added 21 rebounds, 10 assists, 

and 3 steals for the week.

Vina High School basketball seniors from 
left to right: Brody Raper, Braxtyn Quinn, 
Harleigh Ridge, Miranda King, and Mat-
thew Patterson. (Vina High School Basket-
ball/Facebook)

Have a tip or sports story idea? Want to share you local 
sports photos? Email sports editor Kadin Pounders at 

franklinfreepress.sports@gmail.com




