San Jose mobile

home park manager :

advised city on rent
Increase
SEE PAGE 6

Congressman
secures millions of
dollars for Silicon
Valley projects
SEE PAGE 10

YOUR BEST
SOURCE OF
GOMMUNITY
NEWS FOR

OVER

Evergreen’J

SERVING EVERGREEN AND SILVER CREEK VALLEY SINCE 1982 ® EVERGREENTIMES.COM

mes

FEB. 6 - FEB. 19, 2026 m VOL. 43, NO. 4

School district

to cut dozens
of jobs amid
outcry

East Side Union High School
District faces insolvency
By William Bellou
Publisher
he East Side Union High
TSchool District (ESUHSD)
school board recently voted
to approve stafflayoffs affecting per-
sonnel dedicated to student men-
tal health, well-being, and safety.
Despite concerns from the com-
munity regarding the potential
impacton vulnerable students, the
board passed a resolution, cutting
41 full-time classified positions at
theirJanuary 22,2026 board meet-
ing. Also, on the agenda at the next
upcoming board meeting, is the
possible cutting of some certifi-
cated positions.
See SCHOOL CUTS, page 6
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San Jose mayor
Mahan jumps into
governor's race

By Keith Menconi
San José Spotlight
an Jose Mayor Matt Mahan has
S joined the race for California gov-
ernor, putting to rest months of
will-he-won’t-he speculation about his
gubernatorial ambitions.

“We need to stand up for our rights,
for our freedoms and for our neigh-
bors. We need to use the tools we have
at hand to protect our democracy,”
Mahan posted on social media. “One
tool is the law. The other tool is our
results. We have to use both. That'show
we fix California.”

Over the past two years, even as
Mahan has taken steps to extend his
statewide political profile, he has down-
played rumors that he is seeking high-
er office, consistently statinghe remains
focused on his duties as mayor.

However, in recent weeks Mahan

San Jose Mayor Matt Mahan is running for California governor. File photo.

signaled his thinking had changed, teas-
ing on several TV news appearances
thathe would soon announce his deci-
sion on a possible run. Then last week,
San José Spotlight reported that resi-
dents received a text poll gauging sup-
port for Mahan, adding yet another
sign of growing momentum for an
attempt at the governor’s mansion.
Mahan has said he is stepping into
the race because he has not been sat-
isfied with any of the other candidates’
plans to address issues like home-
lessness, housing affordability or crime.
He has made his own track record

tackling those challenges in San Jose
central to his campaign pitch.

Mahan has already received an
endorsement from South Bay Con-
gressman Sam Liccardo, who also
backed Mahan during his 2022 bid to
succeed Liccardo as San Jose mayor.

“Leading one of California’s largest
cities tests you in ways few jobs do,”
Liccardo said in a statement. “Sacra-
mento needs a leader who has gov-
erned under pressure, balanced a
budgetand delivered results. That's San
Jose Mayor Matt Mahan.”

Mahan'’s forays into statewide pol-

itics have already laid some of the
groundwork for his burgeoning cam-
paign. Over the past two years, he has
made frequent TV appearances up and
down the state, often picking policy
fights with Gov. Gavin Newsom.

Late last year, he launched his own
501(c)(4) political advocacy organi-
zation known as Back to Basics with
his former chief of staffatthe helm. The
organization is intended to build a
statewide political coalition around
Mahan’s policy agenda. In December,
Mahan hosted several gubernatorial
candidates at a homeless housing site
in San Jose, pressing for their buy-in to
the city’s strategy focused on rapid ex-
pansion oftemporary homeless shelters.

But with just four months left to go
before the June primary election,
Mahan'’s candidacy faces a daunting
uphill climb.

The already crowded candidate list
includes East Bay Congressman Eric
Swalwell, former Orange County Con-
gresswoman Katie Porter, former state
Controller Betty Yee, Superintendent
of Public Instruction Tony Thurmond,
former U.S. Secretary of Health and

See RACE, page 5

Proposed state
budget short-
changes Santa

Clara County

By Sean Eastwood

Times Media staff writer
ov. Gavin Newsom is not shielding Silicon
GValley counties from federal cuts to pub-
lic health care. Instead, they question
whether he’s effectively enabling the president’s

agenda.

Governor Newsom'’s January budget mes-
sage prioritizes fiscal prudence over new
spending initiatives — including those de-
signed to safeguard counties from potential
fundinglosses for Medi-Cal, CalFresh, and other
social safety net programs to protect the state’s
financial position amidst concerns about
deficits.

Newsom’s approach comes despite an unex-
pected $42 billion revenue increase, which has
mitigated the state’s previously projected $3 bil-
lion shortfall for the current year.

California Gov. Gavin Newsom speaks during a campaign event on Proposition 50, which passed by a wide

margin on Nov. 4, 2025. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)

County officials and statewide policy experts
express concern that Newsom'’s proposal com-
pels local governments to manage the reper-
cussions of H.R. 1, former President Trump’s
significant spending bill, which is expected to
reduce county hospital and social services fund-
ing by an estimated $1 billion annually. Should
the Governor’s plan be adopted during this sum-
mer’s budget negotiations, counties may have

to absorb the full costs of care for their most
disadvantaged populations, increasing the risk
of public hospital closures.

The proposal has drawn criticism from
observers who note a perceived disconnect
between Newsom'’s public opposition to fed-
eral policy changes and the practical effects of
his budget recommendations. “Not only is the

See SHORTCHANGED, page 5
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INSPIRE EX'PLORE L.HALLE

AN AWARD- WINNING
LEARNING CENTER IN SAN JOSE

Academic Courses!

Grades K - 12
*¥Online & In-Person

e Reading Comprehension

e Writing & Grammar Now Enrolhng!
e Public Speaking & Debate 2026 Winter Classes
* Mathematics 2026 Summer Camps

e Logic & Critical Thinking
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e Study Skills for Academic Success
e Test-Taking Strategies

Visit: SCAASanJose.com
for the complete schedule
of camps & classes!
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Silver Creek Academy
5619 Silver Creek Valley Road
San Jose, CA 95138
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Mayor Matt Mahan is expected to highlight San Jose’s progress in areas such as homelessness, public
safety, and collaboration with Santa Clara County.

THANK YOU FROM HAPPY HOLLOW FOUNDATION

In appreciation of the generosity of sponsors, donors and friends who supported
the 2025 Hooray for Happy Hollow event benefiting Happy Hollow Park & Zoo.
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PRESENTED BY

Dan Caputo Company

UNDERWRITERS & IN KIND DONORS

Breathe Together Yoga, Byington Vineyard, C'est Si Bon,
Campisi & Company, Dinsmore Landscaping, Dorothy
Scarpace, Dry Creek Grill, Fortino Winery, Giorgio's Italian,

Gunther's Restaurant & Catering, Happy Hollow
Foundation, Happy Hollew Park & Zoo, Higher Fire
Clayspace & Gallery, History San José, Icing on the Cake,
J. Lohr, Joe Escobar, Julie & Chris Henriques, Kendra Scott,
Kim & Bart Vostermans, Marilyn Payne, Palermo Italian
Restaurant, Paris Avenue, Picchetti Winery, Rancho del
Pueblo Golf Club, Rhonda Nourse & Patrick Crema, Richard
Nichols, Dr. Rouviere & Ben de Waal, Royal Wine & Spirits,
Safari West, San Francisco Pediatric Laser Acupuncture,
San Jose Barracuda, San Jose Giants, San José State
University Athletics, S)SU Spartan Golf Complex, Sharks Ice,
Silver Creek Golf Club, Soquel Vineyards, TheatreWaorks
Silicon Valley, Total Wine, Tracy & Daryl Nees, Tutu School
Willow Glen, Vardy's Jewelers

California Water Service, Judy & Bernie Blegen, DGDG
Does Good, The Barbara & Paul Gentzkow Family,
The Klobnock Family, KPMG, Lathrop GPM,
Lexus Stevens Creek, Melody Walsh

Dr. Sonia Avilucea, California Bank of Commerce,
The Demkowski Family, Heritage Bank of Commerce,
Lissa Kreisler, Valley Water, Kirk Walukiewicz

Geronimo Desumala & Neal Gutierrez, Jon Honore,
Tracy & Daryl Nees, Vince Sunzeri and Corrine Fabie,
The Turner Soule Family, Camie & Tres VanKeuren,
Sutter Health Gould Medical Group - Arlaine
Barcelona Gutierrez, MD

HAPPY HOUR SPONSORS

Dr. Rouviere & Ben de Waal, Justin Fairchild, Kim & Brad
Guzules, The Pied Piper Exterminators, Tucker Construction

Happy Hollow Foundation is dedicated
to preserving and enhancing Happy
Hollow Park & Zoo so that it remains a

community asset thatis highly valued
and accessible to all.
Scan the QR code to learn more!
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Continued from page 1
Human Services Xavier Becerra, former Assemblymember lan
Calderon, former Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and
billionaire Tom Steyer.

Recent internal polling from Porter’s campaign placed the
Southern California politician as the leading Democratic candi-
date with 14% support, followed by Swalwell with 11%, accord-
ing to POLITICO. Mahan trailed in the middle of the pack with
5%.

“Voters have notbeen very excited about the field, quite frankly,”
Sacramento-based Democratic strategist Steven Maviglio told
San José Spotlight. “It’'s been the not-ready-for prime time play-
ers.”

With no clear frontrunner yet emerging, Maviglio said, the
race remains wide open.

“I think it'll shake up the field quite a bit. The mayor has his
own lane in this race,” Maviglio said.

Mahan has taken a number of policy positions that have put
him at odds with other California Democrats, including his vocal
supportfor Proposition 36, the tough on crime 2024 ballot meas-
ure. But those same positions could help Mahan win support
from voters who have grown frustrated with establishment
Democratic leadership.

“More of them are likely to be interested in somebody like
Mahan than any of the other major candidates,” Larry Gerston,
a professor emeritus of political science at San Jose State Uni-
versity, told San José Spotlight. “So he could put together a com-
bination of moderate Democrats and independents and do much
better in that fractured primary than alot of people might think.”

Democrats make up roughly 45% of registered voters in Cal-
ifornia, while no party preference voters represent 25%, accord-
ing to 2025 figures compiled by the Public Policy Institute of
California. Meanwhile, just more than 22% of state voters are
registered Republicans.

Locally, Mahan has managed to consolidate strong support
from the South Bay business community over his three years in
office. At the same time, some of his policies — including efforts

to shift homeless dollars away from permanent housing to tem-
porary shelter expansion — have alienated local progressive
groups. In addition, a series of clashes between Mahan and local
unions over wage negotiations have strained relations with San
Jose’s labor coalition.

John Tucker, a senior representative with AFSCME Local 101,
which represents San Jose public employees, said Mahan’s cam-
paign raises questions about his commitment to his day job as
mayor.

“From inside City Hall, it’s felt for a long time like San Jose
was being treated as a steppingstone and not a long-term com-
mitment for Matt,” Tucker told San José Spotlight. “This run
looks a lot less like a sudden decision and more like ‘the plan
all along.”

In contrast, South Bay business leaders have been quick to
voice support for Mahan’s candidacy.

Ahmad Thomas, CEO of the Silicon Valley Leadership Group,
issued a statement Thursday morning applauding Mahan'’s
announcement. Meanwhile, lobbyist Victor Gomez said he
expects his political action committee, Silicon Valley Business
PAC, to contribute to Mahan'’s campaign.

“California definitely needs a Democrat that’s going to lead in
a very pragmatic way,” he told San José Spotlight. “I think that’s
what people are going to be looking for this upcoming election.”

In making his announcement, Mahan claimed credit for a num-
ber of encouraging trends in San Jose, including a drop in the
city’s unsheltered homeless population and an uptick in new
housing projects. But his critics argue these accomplishments
have been overblown.

“Mahan’s leadership of San Jose is no model for the state to fol-
low,” Maria Noel Fernandez, who leads the Silicon Valley Rising
Action advocacy group, told San José Spotlight. “As rent, utilities
and child care costs skyrocket, he has offered working families
Band-Aids instead of real solutions.”

Meanwhile, at least some local political figures are still mak-
ing up their minds about Mahan'’s candidacy.

“We've worked well together on issues of homelessness, neigh-
borhood blight removal, urban renewal and transportation infra-
structure, such as the BART extension,” state Sen. Dave Cortese
told San José Spotlight. “I'm eager to hear more about his ideas

for the state and how he’d collaborate with me as a state senator.”

To succeed, Mahan will also need to break out of the local media
bubble that historically has made it difficult for San Jose politi-
cians to succeed in statewide politics. The city, California’s third
largest, has never produced a competitive candidate for gover-
nor in its modern history.

One Step Closer Therapeutic Riding presents
G.R.LT.
SELF-CONFIDENCE
RESILIENCE

LIFE SKILLS

SAFE BOUNDARIES

"It is deeply healing to tap into the power of the centuries old bond between horse and human.
It's truly profound that our two species, with such diametrically different views of predator vs prey,
can come together in partnership and trust. | feel privileged to have the apportunity to fearm
what these incredible teachers have to offer us.” - GRIT Participant

0SC has opened a new program for women based upon equine interaction

and equine-assisted-learning, designed to develop self-awareness and
self-acceptance, confidence and resilience, and safe boundaries.

G.R.LT. is for adult women led by OSC founder Landa Keirstead.
The small group meets in 2 hour sessions, once per week for six-weeks

Contact One Step Closer for more information and to enroll
one.step.closer@sbeglobal.net 408-778-3567

solutions.

Shortchanged

Continued from page 1

governor’s budget message not proactive—it’s
not even reactive. It's basically non-responsive
to H.R. 1,” stated County Executive James
Williams in comments recently made to San
José Spotlight.

Administration finance officials counter these
critiques, asserting that the state budgetis struc-
tured to account for and absorb the added costs
resulting from H.R. 1, without shifting additional
burdens onto local governments.

According to Department of Finance
spokesperson H.D. Palmer, H.R. 1 is expected
to cost California an additional $1.4 billion next
year, with $1.1 billion related to Medi-Cal. How-
ever, Palmer emphasized the state’s limited
capacity to assume all new health and social
service restrictions imposed by recent federal
legislation.

Federal policy will reduce Medi-Cal coverage
for approximately 200,000 individuals, includ-
ing undocumented immigrants, asylum bene-
ficiaries, and others in non-citizen categories
beginning in October of this year.

Palmer explained that providing full-scope
Medi-Cal for these groups would require an
additional $1.1 billion annually—beyond the
state’s currentability to commit, given projected
budget gaps of nearly $3 billion in the coming
year and $22 billion the subsequent year. He
also noted that affected individuals will remain
eligible for emergency and pregnancy-related
coverage.

Williams criticized the Governor’s proposal
for what he views as insufficient leadership
amid ongoing threats to healthcare access in Cal-
ifornia. He stressed the importance of collabo-
ration between counties, the Legislature, and
the administration to pursue more proactive

Inlate 2023, countyleaders successfully advo-
cated for a five-eighths-cent sales tax increase,
projected to generate $330 million annually to
help offset the financial impact of H.R. 1. Nev-
ertheless, officials acknowledge that even with
the additional revenue, cuts to public hospital
systems—the second largest in California—
remain likely.

Publichospitals, including those in Santa Clara
County, represent about 6% of all hospitals
statewide but provide over half of all trauma
and burn care, according to the California Asso-
ciation of Public Hospitals. These facilities also
train nearly half of California’s new doctors,
underscoring their critical role in the state’s
healthcare infrastructure.

The California State Association of Counties
(CSAC) has echoed many of Williams’ concerns
and is especially focused on several aspects of
Newsom’s budget proposal. Among these are
the removal of approximately $233 million for
In-Home Supportive Services recipients with
increased care needs, and areductionin Home-
less Housing Assistance and Prevention fund-
ing from $1 billion to $500 million. Additional-
ly, cities and counties are still awaiting the dis-
tribution of $1 billion in allocated funds from
18 months prior.

District4 Supervisor Susan Ellenberg, recent-
ly elected CSAC president, emphasized her com-
mitment to advocating for adjustments to the
Governor’s budget that better support Califor-
nia’s counties.

Ellenberg says we need to improve commu-
nication between state lawmakers and local
leaders responsible for implementing legisla-
tive directives, noting, “The Legislature func-
tions aslawmaking bodies, and we are the serv-
ice implementers directly facing our clients
every day.”

Meals on Wheels

Nutritious Meals for Homebound Older Adults

Are you 60 years or older?
Do you worry about shopping for food?
Do you struggle preparing meals on a regular basis?

To learn more about Meals on Wheels,
please call (408) 350-3237 or
email community@mysourcewise.com
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School Cuts

Continued from page 1

The approved 41 classified full-time equivalent
positions eliminated are as follows: Clerk Typist
II (Wellness Centers) (“FTEs”) 11, Warehouse
Worker (2), Custodian (7), Parent and Commu-
nity Involvement Specialist (PCIS) (13), School-
Community Liaisons (3), Personnel Technician II
(1), Skilled Trade Worker: Electrician (1), Clerk
TypistII (1), Vending Technician (1), Director of
Purchasing (1).

One can view ESUHSD video board meetings on
YOUTUBE and hear public speakers, including
students, parents, teachers and others.

Theapproved reductions, totaling approximately
$6.5 million according to the teachers’ union, will
also eliminate many full-time positions, including
counselors, social workers, campus safety advis-
ers, as well as several wellness center clerks, par-
entoutreach coordinators, special education teach-
ers, and others. These certificated cuts will be
presented and voted upon by the board ata future
board meeting.

Jack Hamner, President of the East Side Teach-
ers Association, noted that 70 percent of district
students are Englishlanguage learners, homeless,
foster youth, or from low-income backgrounds,
making continued access to supportservices essen-
tial. “These children have significant needs and
require robust support systems,” Hamner stated.

Layoffs were prompted by the district facing
financial insolvency and the necessity to reduce
$16 million from the 2026-27 budget to address
a $25 million deficit. With these cuts, the short-
fall for the upcoming year is expected to decrease
to $9 million.

Superintendent Glenn Vander Zee explained
that the district first identified serious fiscal chal-
lenges in 2020 but temporarily avoided layoffs
through one-time state and federal funding total-
ing between $210 million and $230 million, an
early retirementincentive saving $11 million,and
aparcel tax generating $6 million over five years.

Is California’s fundingsystemunfairand flawed?

In many cases, schools benefitting from higher
property tax revenues are less affected by absen-
tee rates.

Vander Zeebelieves that California's school fund-
ing model, which bases allocations on daily atten-
dance rather than enrollment, requires significant
reductions to maintain financial stability. He stat-
ed, “California’s funding system is fundamentally
flawed, disadvantaging East Side students.”

Due to this funding formula, ESUHSD district
receives roughly $12,000 per student, which is sub-
stantially less than what other Santa Clara Coun-
ty districts receive, ranging up to $24,000 per stu-
dent.Vander Zee remarked, “Despite marked voter
support, extensive cost-cutting measures, and sup-
plemental state funding, our students stand to
lose critical supports next year.”

Although the board unanimously endorsed the
staff reductions, two members were assigned to
acommittee to explore alternative budget adjust-
ments aimed at minimizing layoffs. The commit-
tee will present recommendations next month
before the board's final decision, in accordance
with Californialaw requiring notification of school
staff about potential layoffs by March 15.

During more than three hours of public com-
ments, many students, parents, and staff advocat-
ed for retaining counseling and related services.

Studentsdescribed counselors and social work-
ersas integral to their academic success and well-
being, providing resources such as clothing and
bus passes and serving as trusted adults within
the school environment. Addison, a student at
Evergreen Valley High School, emphasized, “These
positions are essential, not extra.”

Roberta Cabigas, an adviser at James Lick High
School, characterized her role as vital to students’
sense of safety and ability to learn, managing duties
from student attendance and support to crisis

intervention. She indicated that post-layoff, she
might be responsible for up to 1,100 students
across multiple campuses.

District social workers, counselors, and safety
advisers expressed concern that the reductions
threaten the viability of wellness centers—facili-
ties expanded in recent years to provide student
mental health services. Following the pandemic,
California invested billions into youth mental-
health initiatives, including the Children and Youth
Behavioral Health Initiative and the Community
Schools Partnership Program.

According to Vander Zee, government funds
enabled the district to hire additional mental health
professionals to support students after the pan-
demic. The workforce reductions align with broad-
er regional challenges, as districts across the Bay
Area confrontlarge budget deficits and must con-
sider program cuts, stafflayoffs, or school closures
to remain fiscally viable.

Oakland Unified School District (OUSD) is cur-
rently facing a severe financial crisis, with a pro-
jected deficit for the 2026-27 school year esti-
mated around $50 million to $78 million, reduced
from earlier $100 million forecasts. To avoid state
takeover and bankruptcy, the district is imple-
menting severe budget cuts, including potential
school closures, staffreductions, and a hiring freeze,
following years of deficit spending and declining
enrollment, while Alum Rock Union and Franklin-
McKinley School Districts resorted to school clo-
sures last year to address shortfalls.

ESUHS SuperintendentVander Zee and school
board member Herrera voiced the opinions
at a ESUHSD special board meeting held Jan-
uary 13, 2026

“..let'skind of hitthe highlights, right? And then
that'll give us an opportunity for people, if there's
just questions generally about the budget itself,
like where these numbers are. What we will be
presenting tonight is the list of, at this point, of the
proposed cuts. It's preliminary. It's still in draft
form, but I think, out of fairness and respect for
our colleagues that it's fair for people to start to
get a sense of what that's looking like and a little
of the rationale not behind it.”

“Two years ago, we (ESUHSD) would receive
our base funding for a pupil at about $12,000 per
pupil in our system. It's $12,000 to get $12,000 to
educate, keep the lights on, get the bus to get over
there and back. uh make sure that there's quali-
ty qualified educators running into them all day
long and working with them and to provide any
additional support as necessary in a district only
12 minutes from here. Studentsin thatdistrictare
funded at a rate of $14,000 per student.

So just imagine if we had $2,000 more per stu-
dent across our 20,000 students; how our con-
versation would be so different tonight. Just 18
minutes away there'sadistrictatwhich those stu-
dents are funded at $18,000 per student. $6,000
more per student that we could be investing in.
Two minutes away from them... it's $21,000 per
student. That's $9,000 more per student than on
the East Side. And in a district about 30 minutes
fromhere, it's $24,000 per student. Twice the rate
of investment. Twice the rate.

Investing the same amountin onekid as the state
isinvesting in two of our students here in the East
Side. And so that is something that we started to
fight against last year when we supported Senate
Bill 743 to startequal, to startan initiative to equal-
ize funding. That must change because it's times
like this where our students are going to feel the
impact of just a funding disparity, not just within
the state, but within the county.

... as we sit here tonight is that the proposed
cuts for next year to take action on this year has
gone from $26 million to $16 million. A reduction
in $10 million, the same reduction amount that
we cut last year and do not have to make the $5
million reduction nextyear. A totally different sit-
uation financially. totally different reality for like
on the ground what that looks like after cuts and

being able to provide services and have people,
qualified staff or our students to interact with
daily. But it still means cuts. And as a principal, |
need more, and more. My kids need more. My stu-
dents need more. My staff needs more.”

Board member Herrera comments:

“...10 years ago, we put off laying people off
because there were reserves for different reasons,
but where we are now is so different. Fiscal over-
sight people are really putting the pressure on.
We are one step away, even a half-step away from

San Jose mobile home
park manager advised
city on rent increase

By Joyce Chu
San José Spotlight

an Jose officials are set to vote on a
Spolicy that would increase rent for

residents living in mobile home parks.
But internal emails show the city favoring
input on the proposal from a mobile home
park manager.

Emails shared with San José Spotlight
show Housing Department employees ask-
ing Ryan Jasinsky, property manager of
mobile home park company owner Bran-
denburg, Staedler & Moore, to provide
feedback on the draft policy that would
increase rent for residents by up to 10%
whenever a mobile home is sold. Jasinsky
represents the company and other park
owners on the Housing and Community
Development Commission. The company
owns eight mobile home parks in San Jose,
including Mill Pond, Mountain Springs and
Quail Hollow.

The San Jose City Council is set to vote
on the policy Tuesday.

The emails date back to September 2025,
before the draft policy was published on
the commission’s Nov. 13 agenda for com-
missioners to weigh in. Other commis-

the county, taking over the district's finances if we
do not get our fiscal house in order without any
little magic tricks or ways of getting around things.
We are now in a position where the revenue and
the expenditure need to match up and the pro-
jected reserve needs to hold up over a three-year
cycle. If we avoid these decisions, they'll be done
for us. The county will come in, take it over, and
do whatever it needs to do to balance the budg-
et, whether we agree with it or notas a board. It's
literally that serious of a situation.”

Western Trailer Park in San Jose is among 58
mobile home parks across the city protected
by a rent control policy. File photo.

sioners said they didn’t get a chance to
shape policy as Jasinsky did.

“What I feel is betrayed,” Commissioner
Daniel Finn, who represents mobile park
residents and lives in a mobile home, told
San José Spotlight.

Emails dating as early as Sept. 21, 2025
show Housing Director Erik Solivan ask-
ing]Jasinsky to do a “page turn” on the draft
policy to get feedback. In that same email,
he asked to set up a meeting with Jasinsky.

Jasinsky sentanother email to Solivan and
Eviction Prevention Manager Emily His-
lop on Nov. 5 providing input on the pol-
icy language of the rental increase.

JasinsKky did not respond to arequest for
comment.

When San José Spotlight asked Solivan
if he met with any other commissioners,
he said he offered to schedule a meeting
with Finn twice to review the draft with
him. Finn canceled both times, Solivan said.

Santa Clara County
could charge for
property value appeals

By Brandon Pho
San José Spotlight
anta Clara County homeowners have
Sthe power to challenge how much
they pay in property taxes every year.
But it could start costing hundreds of dol-
lars to appeal.

County leaders are considering charg-
ing single-family home and condo owners
$290 to appeal the county assessor’s deter-
mination of their property’s value, which
in turn determines the taxes homeowners
pay on their property. The $290 fee will
also apply to owners of townhomes and
multifamily properties with four homes
or fewer, as well as agricultural land and
vacant land appeals.

County leaders are also proposing a non-
refundable $675 charge for appeals on
commercial, industrial and multifamily
apartment properties with more than four
homes. They argue the appeals process is

taking up time and resources that the coun-
ty budget doesn’t have as it absorbs mas-
sive federal funding losses. If approved,
the new fees would bring in $3.4 million
in revenue per year — largely covering
the $3.5 million cost to run the assessment
appeals program annually.

The recommendations moved forward
Tuesday in a unanimous vote by the coun-
ty Finance and Government Operations
Committee. The proposal will go before
the Board of Supervisors for final approval
at a later date.

It's part of a broader county effort to
rethink the fees officials charge for certain
publicservices — and squeeze every dime
the county can to grapple with its struc-
tural budget deficit.

“In response to unprecedented federal
budget cuts, county administration is active-
ly reviewing fee structures across programs
to ensure effective cost recovery,” County
Executive James Williams told San José Spot-
light. “Ourrecentstudy confirmed thatarea-
sonable, fair fee structure based on appeal
type will make the program financially self-
sufficient and significantly reduce reliance
on the general fund, freeing up dollars for
critical, at-risk services.”

See APPEALS, page 8
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ATTENTION(GOLEERS

Play golf on a Spectacular Championship 18 hole golf cours
for ONLY. . .. $34.00 1

The Villages Golf & Country Club
Homes ranging from $500,000 to $1.7 million

- Enjoy Country Club Living in this 55+ Gated Community

Other Amenities:
Tennis - Pickle Ball - Bocce - Pools - Hiking - Billiards
Fine & Casual Dining in our Clubhouse & Bistro

Come for a Tour ~ Stay for a Lifetime
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Appeals

Continued from page 6

Acting Assessor Greg Monteverde — who filled the role
of Assessor-elect Neysa Fligo — said his office wasn’tinvolved
in this request. The county clerk handles assessment
appeals.

“The Assessor’s Office did not propose this fee, nor are
any of the assessor’s costs included in it,” Monteverde told
San José Spotlight.

The county islooking at the fees to clamp down on anoth-
er emerging problem.

HAVE SOME NEWS
TO SHARE?

CONTACT US AT
times@timesmediainc.com

Santa Clara County is considering charging homeowners when
they appeal the appraised value of their property. File photo.

Officials said the appeals process is being gamed and
monetized by third parties who convince property own-
ersit’s cheaper to file appeals on their behalf. County lead-
ers said these third parties generally collect a fee regard-
less of whether the savings result from a formal appeal or
informal review and proactive reduction. These appeals
have risen from 315 in 2019 to 2,623 in 2025, according to
the county.

“It's a mechanism that has been taken advantage of due
to the fact that this county is one of the counties that does
not have assessment appeals fees,” Williams said at the
meeting. “The huge volume increase creates on its own sig-
nificant burden that impacts the system’s collective ability
to timely dispense with actual assessment appeals being
brought forward by people acting on their own behalf or
who have chosen to retain an agent with some actual con-
scious effort.”

Cupertino Mayor Liang Chao has been a vocal opponent
of making residents shoulder the burden of the county’s
budget recovery efforts. She campaigned against Measure
A, a five-eighths-cent sales tax increase approved by vot-
ers in November. The county has said it will use the rev-
enue to protect its hospitals from federal spending cuts,
though funds aren’t specifically earmarked for that pur-
pose.

Chaoisn’tentirely opposed to charging for property value
appeals. Other counties collect fees for assessment appeal
applications — Los Angeles County charges about $50 and
San Francisco County charges $120.

“While introducing fees makes sense, jumping from $0
to full cost recovery ... seems too aggressive,” Chao told
San José Spotlight. “A more prudent approach might be to
start with 50% cost recovery while also exploring oppor-
tunities for cost reductions.”

Chao also called for a comparison with other counties’
fees before adopting a full cost recovery model.

Michael Gordon, president of the Santa Clara County
Association of Realtors, is voicing a higher register of alarm.
He said charging homeowners to challenge their proper-
ty tax assessment is “fundamentally unfair.”

“The assessment appeals process is a core county func-
tion that is already funded by taxpayers, and imposing an
additional fee amounts to double taxation on residents
who are simply exercising their right to ensure their home
is assessed accurately,” Gordon told San José Spotlight. “At
a time when housing affordability is already under pres-
sure, this proposal risks discouraging legitimate appeals
and shifts the county’s budget problems onto homeown-
ers who may already be overpaying.”

Property owners receive yearly notice of their assessed
value in June. Most appeals are filed between July 2 and
Sept. 15 and residents usually receive their final tax bill in
October. Other appeals come year-round based on vari-
ous activities and supplemental assessments.

County Clerk Curtis Boone said the county takes proac-
tive measures to find relief for property owners every year.
That includes a computer-assisted mass appraisal system
to find homes that merit a value reduction.

Residential property owners can also request an infor-
mal review by the Assessor’s Office before filing an appeal,
allowing residents to bring new information that might
affect the assessment and come to a quicker resolution.

EVERGREEN
VALLEY COLLEGE

ENHANCE YOUR

RESUME

AT EVERGREEN
VALLEY COLLEGE

Located in the foothills of San Jose.

Checkout our classes:
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BIRTHDAYS ARE BETTER
WITH BUNDTS!

BUY 1 BUNDTLET
GET 1 FREE

Valid at:

San Jose - Evergreen, CA

2721 Aborn Road, Suite 10, San Jose, CA
95121

(408) 238-7500

HOURS OF
OPERATION
Mon-Fri: 9:00am - 7:00pm
Sat: 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sun: 11:00am - 4:00pm

ORDER ONLINE!
WE DELIVER!

Expires 2/28/26. Not valid online or on the

Nothing Bundt Cakes Mobile App. Limit one

1) Free Bundtlet with the purchase of one

1) Bundtlet per guest. Multiple Free

Bundtlets with the purchase of multiple

Bundtlets are not permitted. Valid only for

the Nothinﬁ Bundt Cakes® bakery listed

when you show this offer in bakery at time =

of purchase. Not applicable on previous

orders. No cash value. Coupon code ma o
not be reproduced, transigrred or sold.
Internet distribution strictly prohibited.
Cannot be combined with any other offers For Bakery
or discounts. Offer may not apply to

premium priced items. Other restrictions Use Only
may apply.
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chain just voted
America's favorite for
2nd year in a row

By William Bellou
Publisher
echnomic and Nation's Restaurant
TNews have named Nothing Bundt
Cakesas America's favorite food brand
for the second year in a row.

The chain sells an array of Bundt cakes in
different sizes and flavors, and bumped
Ruth's Chris Steakhouse out of the number
one spot last year.

The top 10 were rounded out by some
old favorites like Ruth's Chris, Jersey Mike's,
and The Capital Grille, as well as multiple
coffee chains.

Perhaps what keeps people so infatuated
with the chain is that they're always rolling
out new flavors in time with the changing
seasons, from thoughtful holiday flavors to
limited-time collabs with big brands.

Nothing Bundt Cakes earned high marks
for service and hospitality, ambiance, food,
and convenience. Currently, the chain has 800
locations nationwide and isunderstandably
reveling in the announcement.

“Every day, our teams pour care, creativ-
ity and passion into every bakery visit, and
it's thanks to their dedication — and the loy-
alty of our guests — that we’ve received this
recognition,” said CEO Dolf Berle. "We're

proud to help people find a reason to cele-
brate every day, whether it's a small act of
care for themselves, a thoughtful surprise
for a friend or sharing joy with family and
colleagues."

Shockingly, the top 10 favorite chains most-
ly comprised coffee chains, including 7 Brew
Drive Thru Coffee, Scooters Coffee,and Dutch
Bros Coffee, in addition to Honey Baked Ham
Co., Ruth's Chris, and Jersey Mike's.

In addition to Buy One Bundlet, Get One
FREE offer, available this month, the chain
is hosting a VIP sweepstakes where three
winners will receive a trip to Dallas for a
behind-the-scenes visit to the chain's head-
quarters and Bundt Labs. You can enter
online for your chance to win using this link:
https://tinyurl.com/mvp3pzne

We're proud to be a part of the brand for
15years,” said Debbie Koelbl, owner of Noth-
ing Bundt Cakes in Evergreenlocated at 2721
Aborn Rd, Ste 10. “Our focus..high quality
delicious cakes, excellence in guest service
and support to our local community. Our
team member Lisa says it best: My person-
al motto is to "Maximize The Joy" with "Over
The Top" service, during outside sales vis-
its and in the bakery!

7N

SYMPHONY
SAN JOSE

PRESENTS

March 7 & 8, 2026

at the California Theatre

The Enigmatic Voice

Originally ~ commissioned  for  the
coronation of King George Il, Handel's
Zadok the Priest is anthem is a timeless
masterpiece exuding majesty, triumph,
and divine grandeur—a celebration of
power, tradition, and unshakable glory!

Dona Nobis Pacem, Ralph Vaughan
Williams's stirring plea for peace,
blending the timeless words of the Latin
Mass with the haunting poetry of Walt
Whitman. Written in 1936 as the world
teetered on the brink of war, this
dramatic and deeply moving cantata
resonates as powerfully today as it did
then.

Filled with mystery, emotion, and
brilliance, Enigma Variations is a
masterpiece in orchestral story telling.
Each variation is a musical portrait of
Edward Elgar's closest friends, woven
together with an elusive hidden theme—
an enigma that has intrigued audiences
for more than a century.

www.symphonysanhjose.org

SUBSCRIBE

Choose three or more concerts and
subscribe to enjoy waived handling
fees. Call us today to know more
408-286-2600

San Jose Congressman Sam Liccardo speaks
in Washington, D.C. He has secured nearly $14
million in funds for projects in San Mateo and
Santa Clara counties. Photo courtesy of Liccar-
do's office.

Congressman
secures millions of
dollars for Silicon
Valley projects

By Brandon Pho
San José Spotlight
ysfunction and federal funding cuts
D in Washington, D.C,, aren’t stopping
one Silicon Valley lawmaker from
getting money into his district.

Congressional District 16 Rep. Sam Lic-
cardo — San Jose’s former mayor —
announced a nearly $14 million infusion of
federal cash into San Mateo and Santa Clara
counties on Thursday. In Santa Clara Coun-
ty, that means affordable housing, flood
protection, fire infrastructure and home-
less service projects can move forward in
San Jose, Mountain View, Palo Alto and
Campbell.

Liccardo called the funds a “modest indi-
cation” of a larger shift underway in the
governing halls of D.C.

“Republicans finally sat down with Democ-
rats to craft these appropriations bills, rather
than bulldozing a partisan bill against Dem
opposition, as in the past,” Liccardo told
San José Spotlight. “This reflects the GOP’s
growing awareness that they’re losing the
public the longer they tether themselves to
(President Donald) Trump’s wagons. [ will
continue to push to expand the fracture
between the president and his party with
initiatives that have broad appeal to all

Americans.”

The money comes from the congression-
al Community Project Funding pipeline —
an avenue for shaping how federal discre-
tionary dollars are spent locally. Con-
gressmembers submit certain funding
requests for projects in their district to the
Appropriations Committee, which evalu-
ates the submissions for legal and ethical
compliance. The House passed a bipartisan
funding bill incorporating these requests
Thursday, amounting to $10 million secured
for Liccardo’s district. That’s on top of the
$3.2 million he secured earlier this month.

That includes $2 million for a San Jose pro-
gram that secures low-interest financing to
make affordable rental housing climate-
resilient, through work thatincludes seismic
retrofits. Another $2 million will go toward
Mountain View’s Evelyn Avenue affordable
housing project, a five-story development
with 143 permanent affordable apartments
for low-income households.

Another $1.1 million will go to Mountain
View’s efforts to improve flood protection
and environmental management of a sen-
sitive coastal waterway, the Charleston
Slough tide gates, and flood risk for Moun-
tain View and neighboring Palo Alto.

Palo Alto will receive $850,000 to construct
a modern fire station. Campbell will get
$250,000 for a project aimed at improving
walkability, bicycle and transit access, and
street conditions in downtown and its sur-
rounding neighborhoods.

“Project funding for this important
improvement will greatly improve pedes-
trian, bicycle and vehicle safety at a heav-
ily used intersection in downtown Camp-
bell,” Campbell City Manager Brian Loven-
thal said in a statement on Liccardo’s fund-
ing announcement.

Los Gatos will also get $200,000 for a van
to deliver mobile navigation services to peo-
ple experiencing homelessness throughout
the West Valley.

“Meeting the needs of our most vulnera-
ble neighbors with dignity, care and cre-
ativity is how communities like Los Gatos
make real progress on homelessness,” Los
Gatos Mayor Rob Moore said in a statement.
“The crisis of homelessness is one of the
defining challenges of our time. The West
Valley mobile navigation van provides a
solution that brings critical services direct-

ly to people where they are.”

ivergreen I
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THANK
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reader of this paper

We appreciate your continued
support of our local journalism.
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Gutter Cleaning/Roof Repair

Buy/Sell m Mausoleum Crypt for sale
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Gall us for details

LOOK? !
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Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's in Free Window Cleaning w/ Ext. Paint Job!
International Trade related. $62421/yr, Free Pressure Wash w/Ext. Paint Job!
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Inc., 3494 Depot Rd,
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location, just above eye level. Price:
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transfers. (408) 455- 8696 Tony Ranieri;
OneGolfingWino@gmail.com
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408-270-0850

(408) 393-1385
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e Interior & Exterior
e Drywall Repairs
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Ring sizing - Watch bands TEL: (408) 281-7500 on-tri Only $89 for local professional GUTTER CLEANING.
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