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www.TheOakwoodInnOkoboji.com
23131 Nature Center Road  Spirit Lake, IA

Speciali
zing in Outdoor

Ceremonies &Micro Weddings

Hwy. 71 Okoboji 
at Lake Okoboji Resort & Conference Center 

712-337-3112712-337-3112
Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. 10-5; 

Thurs. 10-6; Sat. 10-4;  Sun. 12-4 
Sunday hours may vary Seasonally

Please call for your bridal appointment
or book online at 

www.elegancebysarah.com

BY SARAH RUHS
FULL SERVICE BOUTIQUE 

BRIDAL | PROM |  TUXES | SUITS
MOTHER’S DRESSES

“Elegance bride and groom, Alyssa and Luke Johnson”

http://www.TheOakwoodInnOkoboji.com
http://www.elegancebysarah.com
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Couples far and wide will tie the knot this year. Weddings join two lives together 
and often culminate with a lavish party that sees extended family and friends gather 
around tables enhanced by floral arrangements and delicious food. But long before 
guests can choose chicken or beef or newlyweds mail the final thank you note, couples 
must first take the initial step on the road to the wedding. That means getting engaged. 
Traditionally, engagements involve a sparkling gem that symbolizes love, fidelity and 
a whirlwind series of months poring over every possible wedding detail.
Shopping for an engagement ring is a unique experience. A ring requires a significant 
financial investment and serves as a lifelong symbol of commitment to another person. 
To navigate this sparkling world of diamonds and settings, shoppers can focus on key 
areas, notably budget, gem classification and finding a reputable jeweler.

Establish an engagement ring budget
Those ready to pop the question need not adhere to the outdated “three months’ salary” 
rule when selecting an engagement ring. Instead, the ring should be chosen based on 
financial realism and means. The Knot’s 2024 Jewelry & Engagement Study indicates 
the average cost of an engagement ring in the United States comes in at approximately 
$5,200. However, many couples spend less, showing that a marriage need not start on 
shaky financial footing due to the cost of a ring. If cost is a factor, lab-grown diamonds 
often cost 50 percent or more less than natural diamonds, yet they are chemically and 
physically identical to mined diamonds. One also can consider another gemstone, 
particularly if diamonds are beyond a budget or seem too traditional.

Know the four Cs
Diamond shopping involves mastering the Four Cs, which refers to Cut, Color, Clar-
ity, and Carat Weight. A person should prioritize the cut above all else, and try to 
find a diamond in budget that has a cut that brings out the gem’s brilliance and fire. 
It can be challenging to distinguish a diamond’s color with the naked eye. Very often 
a near-colorless G-J diamond can look identical to a colorless one (Grade D). Color 
grades increase up to Z, with the diamond being more yellow/brown as the grading 
goes on. Clarity refers to tiny flaws (inclusions) in the diamond. A diamond that is 
Very Slightly Included will have inclusions not visible without magnification, mak-
ing them a safe bet for saving money over those without any inclusions at all. Carat 
weight refers to the diamond’s weight and not its size. Diamonds just shy of the full- or 
half-carat mark tend to be less expensive but still look impressive. 

Choose a reputable seller
It’s best to choose a gem that has been graded by an independent laboratory like the 
Gemological Institute of America. Customers also should select a jeweler they trust, 
which may require some research and word-of-mouth recommendations. A knowledge-
able jeweler also can make suggestions on setting and gem shape. Upon purchasing 
the engagement ring, one also might consider having it independently appraised for 
further purchase protection.
An engagement ring purchase requires careful consideration and a significant in-
vestment. But once the stress of purchase wears away, the lasting memories of the 
engagement and wedding to come will make everything well worth it.
©metrocreativeconnection

A Beginner’s
Guide to 
Engagement Ring 
Shopping

Our menus consist of hot, cold, sandwich, grilled and dessert buffets with several options.
We also have a create-your-own buffet menu that is guaranteed to include your favorites. 

The choices are endless.

ANY EVENT | ANY OCCASION | ANY TIME
• Weddings
• Anniversaries
• Golf Outings
• Birthdays
• Outdoor Catering
• Funeral Dinners
• Graduations

• Proms
• Church Dinners
• Class Reunions
• Banquets
• Family Reunions
• Fundraisers

Voted Best Catering 
Service in NW Iowa
Our award-winning caterers are the local professionals to 
call for your next event in Iowa, South Dakota or Nebraska.

VIEW OUR MENU AT THECENTRALCATERING.COM

Fresh Flowers • Home Decor • Gift Items  • Rentals • Event Planning

SHANNON KLEIN - OWNER
712-324-9746 | blossombrideboutique@gmail.com 

314 9th St. Sheldon, IA 51201
www.blossombrideboutiqueflorist.com

mailto:blossombrideboutique@gmail.com
http://www.blossombrideboutiqueflorist.com
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Call 712.209.6642  or email peytonoleson11@gmail.com 
to get on the schedule 

FREE CONSULTS

Servicing the Lakes Area, Spencer, Estherville, 
and surrounding communities.

Peyton Rochelle Hantelman, ARNP

Forehead ~ Eyebrows ~ Eyes ~ Nose ~ Cheeks  
Lips ~Jawlines ~ Mid-Face and Neck

Neurotoxins, Dermal Fillers, Microneedling and PDO Threads 
(non-surgical face lift) to lessen fine lines and wrinkles and provide 

added volume and contour to lift and tighten target areas.  

Specializing in Specializing in 

Treatment Areas Include:Treatment Areas Include:

For all your Aesthetic Needs For all your Aesthetic Needs 
to have you Looking and Feelingto have you Looking and Feeling

Wedding-Ready!Wedding-Ready!

Five Star Flavor, Not Five Star Fees!Five Star Flavor, Not Five Star Fees!

Call to Discuss Call to Discuss 
Pricing Today!Pricing Today!

712.330.3998712.330.3998

We Cater We Cater 
Rehearsal Dinners Rehearsal Dinners 

and Weddings!and Weddings!

We Deliver the Award-Winning BBQ. You keep the We Deliver the Award-Winning BBQ. You keep the 
"Service Charge" for the Honeymoon!"Service Charge" for the Honeymoon!

mailto:peytonoleson11@gmail.com
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by Jenna Snyder

	 They say love finds you exactly when you least expect it and, 
for Amanda Chindlund and Jon Collins, that timing couldn’t 
have been more perfect. While their individual stories began 
in the nearby towns of Hartley and Le Mars, it was the magic 
of a Lake Okoboji summer that finally brought them together. 
For years they had moved in the same circles—connected by 
mutual friends and the music of the Josh Quirin Band—yet 
they remained strangers until one fateful Friday night at The 
Gardens. When Jon first asked Amanda to dance, she initially 
declined, but Jon’s persistent wit and a bit of playful ribbing 
eventually won her over. They shared that one dance and, after 
Jon reached out over social media a week later, a true Okoboji 
love story began. Within just a month of dating, Amanda felt 
it in her gut and told her best friend with total certainty, “I’m 
going to marry him.”
	 The road to the altar was paved with secrets and sentiment. 
Jon had been quietly hiding an engagement ring from Spirit 
Lake Silver and Gold for months—the very one Amanda and 
Mackenzie had picked out at the Clay County Fair. He even 
held off on a Thanksgiving proposal so as not to steal the 
spotlight from a friend. On Christmas Eve 2023, the perfect 
moment arrived. Before heading to Ankeny, Jon, Amanda, and 
her ten-year-old daughter Mackenzie, gathered to open one gift 
early—a tradition the girls had invited Jon to join. After the first 
round, Jon asked the girls to close their eyes while he grabbed 
a final surprise. When they opened them, Jon was on one knee. 
Mackenzie’s mouth hung open in shock, and Amanda’s eyes 
filled with tears as she smiled through the surprise. With a 
joyful "yes," the three of them shared a giant hug, beginning 
their journey as a family.
	 Choosing a wedding date became a way to honor the family 
who came before them. With Jon’s parents celebrating their an-
niversary on July 29th and both of his brothers, Ben and Nate, 
having July weddings in 2016 and 2010 respectively, July 25, 
2025, was the perfect fit. To capture every moment, they chose 
Rylan Howe Photography. Rylan had already become a fixture 
in their lives after capturing their first family-of-five portrait 
with Santa at the Holiday Market. Amanda visited Hometown 
Floral in Lake Park with her mother and future mother-in-law, 
where April Junge guided them through the bouquets and table 
flowers.
	 The search for the dress at Elegance was a true family 
affair, complete with Mackenzie channeling her inner "Say 
Yes to the Dress" assistant. Amanda originally thought she 
needed a "big poof," but she found herself tearing up over the 
dress Courtney had picked for her. Once the morning of the  

A Note of Gratitude from the Couple
As we look back on this incredible day, 
our hearts are so full. We want to extend 
a special thanks to our parents for their 
unwavering support—we wouldn't be who 
we are without you.
To our amazing vendors: Rylan and April 
Howe for capturing our family so per-
fectly; April at Hometown Floral for the 
beautiful blooms; Courtney at Elegance 
for helping find the perfect dress and 
tuxes to make it all complete, Okoboji 
Skin Care, and The Strand for making 
us all look and feel our best; and John 
Shea at Shea's Firehouse Kitchen (inside 
Krafty's Meat Market) for the wonderful 
meal. Thank you to Lisa’s Bake Shop. 
The dessert was a highlight of its own. 
They created the perfect wedding cake 
to sweeten the celebration. Each of you 
played a part in making our celebration a 
day we will never forget.

From One Dance to

" I Do"
How One Dance Changed Everything - 
A Lake Okoboji Love Story 



THE LAKES NEWS SHOPPER	 Weddings	 Tuesday,  February 10, 2026	    Page 7C

wedding arrived, the bridal party had their makeup done by Dallas at Okoboji Skin Care and 
hair styled by Sarah Carpenter at The Strand. When Amanda finally saw herself put together, 
wearing her gown and her mother’s original veil from 1987, it felt unreal. She felt amazing and 
confident—a feeling matched only by Jon’s reaction during their private "blind" first look at 
the beach. Tapping him on the shoulder and seeing him turn around was perfect; Jon found the 
sight of his bride breathtaking, and the two of them simply couldn't stop smiling at each other.
	 The big day arrived at The Bend south of Milford, the very spot where Jon first met Amanda’s 
daughter Mackenzie attending a friend’s wedding years prior. The weather was on their side, 
allowing for a beautiful ceremony outside and a reception to follow inside, complete with yard 
games for the guests. The ceremony was filled with pure, unscripted joy—most notably when 
their eight-month-old twin boys, Blake and Parker, made their way down the aisle in an electric 
remote-control Jeep driven by Mackenzie. Because the twins were so small and strapped in, 
Parker eventually tipped over behind Blake just as they reached the guests. While it didn't allow 
for the "perfectly posed" picture for Rylan, it gave everyone a wonderful laugh.
	 The most touching moment followed: the unity candle ceremony, which officially united 
Amanda, Jon, and Mackenzie as a family of five. The celebration moved inside for a reception 
catered by Shea’s Firehouse Kitchen (located inside Krafty’s Meat Market on Highway 86). The 
bridal party made a high-energy entrance to Montell Jordan’s “This is How We Do It,” before 
the night turned into a whirlwind of scavenger hunts—featuring Amanda's brother carrying a 
bartender and Jon's brother carrying a bilingual toddler—and a surprise late-night roller dog 
machine for Jon.
	 Looking back, the couple was touched by the presence of Jon’s 93-year-old grandma, Mary 
Lou, and those quiet moments at sunset captured by the Howes. They walked away from the 
weekend with a stay at The Inn in Arnolds Park and a lifetime of adventures ahead. As Amanda 
says, "If you forget something, no one will know how it was ‘supposed’ to be anyway." They 
are now ready for the "forever adventure," grateful to have a partner to share the journey and 
a family that is finally, officially, complete.

Fresh flowers, home 
decor, silks, weddings, 
sympathy & much more

125 N Market St, Lake Park
712-432-8126

hometownflorals.com

PHOTOS BY: TG PHOTOGRAPHY & RYLAN HOME PHOTOGRAPHY

Dream Weddings
B E G I N  H E R E !

Located in rural Milford, just west of the Horseshoe Bend Tubing Hill.

1850 240th Street, Milford IA 51351 | 712-320-0921 | admin@thebendllc.com | www.thebendllc.com

 Included in the Wedding and Event Package:

5300+ square foot Event Barn that is heated/air conditioned

Tables, Chairs, Linens and Chair Covers 

Rustic Outdoor Ceremony Area with Wedding Arch available

Seating for up to 300 Guests

Dream Weddings
B E G I N  H E R E !

Located in rural Milford, just west of the Horseshoe Bend Tubing Hill.

1850 240th Street, Milford IA 51351 | 712-320-0921 | admin@thebendllc.com | www.thebendllc.com

 Included in the Wedding and Event Package:

5300+ square foot Event Barn that is heated/air conditioned

Tables, Chairs, Linens and Chair Covers 

Rustic Outdoor Ceremony Area with Wedding Arch available

Seating for up to 300 Guests

Included in the Wedding and Event Package:
• 5300+ sq. ft. heated/air conditioned Event Barn
• Tables, Chairs and Linens
• Rustic Outdoor Ceremony Area with Pergola & White Resin Chairs
• Seating for up to 250 Guests

mailto:admin@thebendllc.com
http://www.thebendllc.com
mailto:admin@thebendllc.com
http://www.thebendllc.com
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Legendary Eats for 
Your Love Story

507.329.6122
2098 Hwy 86, Milford
Located Inside Krafty's Meat Market

sheasfirehousekitchen@gmail.com

You've found your Forever... 
Now find the food they'll talk 
about Forever!

Contact John Shae 
for a consultation 
and let's start 
planning your 
menu that's 
truly legendary.

Catering 
the Iowa Great 

Lakes with Menus 
Designed to Fit Your 

Unique Style and 
Budget

Special Discounts for the 
Bride & Bridal Party!

The Total TransformationThe Total Transformation
• Happier & Healthier •

Live Your Best LifeLive Your Best Life

LOCATED IN LAKE PARK AT

222 Market Street
Chad M. Niemeier D.C. • Kayla Updike D.C.

Billi Niemeier 
NP-C, ARDMS, RVT

email: info@biobodymbs.com
www.biobodymbs.com

712-432-8129
HOURS: Monday & Thursday 8-5 • Tuesday 8-12 • Wednesday 10-5:30 • Friday 8-12 or by appointment

Natural 
Hormone 
Balance

Medical & Natural 
Weight Loss

Cosmetic
Botox, Xeomin 
& Varicose Vein 

Treatment

Nutrafol Hair 
Restoration

InMode
Erectile Disfunction, 

Vaginal Discomfort, & 
Overactive Bladder

Latisse & 
Nutraceuticals

•Seasonal Rentals•Seasonal Rentals •Weekly and Weekend Rentals •Weekly and Weekend Rentals

NEW and USED GOLF CARTS
Sales and Service

712-332-1370
crcartsauto.com

Your Wedding, Your Way!
PREMIUM GOLF CART

RENTALS
for the Wedding Party /

for the Guests / for the Fun!

309 Okoboji Ave., Milford south end of Milford

mailto:sheasfirehousekitchen@gmail.com
mailto:info@biobodymbs.com
http://www.biobodymbs.com
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Capturing The Moments You'll Want To Relive ForeverCapturing The Moments You'll Want To Relive Forever
ENGAGEMENT  |  WEDDING  |  SENIOR  |  EVENTS  |  FAMILIES  |  BRAND PHOTOGRAPHY

"Rylan and April were so much more than our photographers, they were truly a par t of our wedding day. They captured the big 
emotions and the quiet meaningful details with so much care and creativity. Their work beautifully tells the story of our day. 

These photos are memories we will treasure for a lifetime." - Sophia & Jakob Brown
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DermatoLogy
S K I N  S T U D I O

Led By Nicole Stall, Dermatology Certified Nurse Practitioner

DermatoLogySkinStudio.com                    3205 Zenith Ave, Unit 2 Spirit Lake, IA 51360 			  Call Today: 712-339-4443

•Botox
•Skin Cancer Checks and Treatment
•30 Min Full Body Skin Exams
•Acne Solutions
•Hair Loss
•SkinPen
•BBL-Rosacea and BBL-Vascular

Other Popular Services

•Reduces the
	 appearance of acne 
scares &

	 neck wrinkles
•Boosts collagen
	 & elastin

•Our Liquid Gold Facial
	 combines gentle
	 microneedling with your own 
Platelet-Rich Plasma (PRP), 
Microtox and Hyaluronic Acid

	 for a Glass Skin Finish

•Targets active acne with gentle 
blue, yellow, and infrared light 
to calm inflammation and kill 
acne-causing bacteria

•Reduces redness, breakouts, 
and oil activity for clearer, 
smoother skin

•Boosts deep skin hydration
	 in the cheeks
•Improves skin smoothness
	 without adding volume
•Uses micro droplet hyaluronic
	 acid injections
•Lasting glow for up to 6 month

•Improved skin tone & texture
•Fade spots & wrinkles
•Long lasting results on both the 
face & body

•Supports collagen for firmer, 
more youthful looking skin

•Prevents future aging by keeping 
skin healthier over time

Rejuvenize Peel:
Dramatic Results
•Deeper, professional-grade 
peel

•Treat sun damage, fine lines
	 & Hyperpigmentation

Illuminze Peel:
Glow & Go Treatment
•Great for all skin types
•Increases radiance & skin 
smoothness

•Little to no visible peeling

Peels

Your Best Skin For Your Best Day - The Ultimate Bridal Glow Starts Here!

inflating  joy, elevating celebrations
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Lidderdale Country Store Catering is famous for reasonable prices, 
large food selection, and the distances we travel! All of these are 

met with the old-fashioned personalized service we all love! We are 
committed to making your catering experience unforgettable. Just 
show up, enjoy the food, and leave the stress and clean-up to us! 

• 712-822-5322 •

218 W. Central Street | Lidderdale, IA 51452 
www.lidderdalecountrystore.com

Dickinson County Nature CenterDickinson County Nature Center
22785 Nature Center Road  |  Okoboji

Book Online to Reserve | www.dickinsoncountynaturecenter.com  |  712-336-6352   

Maser Monarch Lodge Event PavilionMaser Monarch Lodge Event Pavilion

The  Maser Monarch Lodge Event PavilionMaser Monarch Lodge Event Pavilion    was 
built in July 2019 funded by private donations.

This venue features a 6,000 sq. ft. lodge located in Kenue Park. It offers 
both indoor and outdoor event spaces. 

The main event area accommodates 150 people and features a beautiful 
chandelier and fireplace.

150 chairs, 25 round tables, 6 banquet tables and rectangular head tables are provided.

BOOK YOUR WEDDING OR NEXT EVENT AT

Questions to Ask 
When Interviewing 
Caterers

A wedding reception is a joyous occasion that affords 
newlyweds and their guests an opportunity to celebrate 
into the evening. Various components combine to 
ensure a memorable reception, but food is a major 
highlight of the festivities for guests. That places a 
significant responsibility on couples to find a recep-
tion center or third-party caterer who can dish up food 
that will have guests saying “I do” to a great meal.
These considerations and questions can help couples 
find the right caterer for their weddings.

Does my venue mandate use of a particular cater-
ing service?
The wedding planning website Zola advises that many 
wedding venues require couples to use a specific 
catering service. They may have an arrangement with 
a particular caterer who they trust, or the venue has 
in-house chefs and servers. In the earliest planning 
stages after the wedding date has been set, a couple 
should be sure to pick a venue that will serve the best 
food possible. Couples who have a specific caterer 
in mind may need to shop around for a venue that 
will allow outside vendors.

Identify your preferred meal
First and foremost, a couple should know how they 
want to have their food served and inquire with po-
tential caterers about their standard options. Service 
types often include a formal sit-down dinner recep-
tion, a buffet dinner service, a family-style dinner, 
or a more minimal cocktail offering without a full 
dinner. The couple can cross out prospects that don’t 
offer the type of service they desire most.

Ask what’s included
A couple should determine if a catering service offers 
food prepared by professionals, the amount of flex-
ibility related to menus, if table settings are included, 
and if cleanup is part of the fee. Full-service catering 
typically includes all of this, while more limited ser-
vice may be food brought in that requires the venue’s 
own staff to serve and clean.

Compile the right questions
It’s important to ask caterers some key questions 
to narrow down prospects. Some of these include:
• Are you a participant in any local business associations?
• What events with a similar concept have you catered?
• How many weddings do you book each year?
• Will my wedding be the only event you cater on that day?
• How many guests can you accommodate?
• Do you handle special food requests, such as gluten-free 
or kosher meals?
• How many chefs and cooks prepare the meal, or are meals 
exclusively prepared by the business owner?
• Do you allow substitutions or customization to a set menu?
• Do you have references for other events you have catered?
• Do you have any preferred vendors?
• What do we need to know and do regarding delivery?

Keep location in mind
The distance a caterer has to travel to cater the wed-
ding will affect the price. It’s helpful to find a caterer 
who knows the venue or has had experience with a 
similar place. 

What are the contingency plans?
When interviewing caterers, Cvent, an event man-
agement software company, suggests asking about 
any last-minute changes they’ve dealt with to gauge 
how the caterer handles problem-solving. Inquire 
about how they adapt if a certain menu item is no 
longer readily available or what they do if a piece of 
equipment breaks down the day of an event? Answers 
to these types of questions can separate seasoned 
professionals from those caterers who may not be 
as experienced.
Food is a vital component of a wedding reception, 
which underscores the significance of finding a tal-
ented and experienced caterer.
©metrocreativeconnection

http://www.lidderdalecountrystore.com
http://www.dickinsoncountynaturecenter.com


THE LAKES NEWS SHOPPER	 Weddings	 Tuesday,  February 10, 2026	    Page 12C

SPINNER COLLECTION

MORE STYLES AVAILABLE AT:

LOCAL. TRUSTED. LOVED. SINCE 1928.

409 Grand Ave, Spencer, Iowa
(712) 262.1309

NelsonJewelry.com
Mon-Fri 9-5 - Th 9-6 - Sat 9-3

Timeless, Classic EleganceTimeless, Classic Elegance

Book Your 2027 Book Your 2027 
Wedding With Us!Wedding With Us!

• Catering Prep Room • Pizza Kitchen • 11,000 sq ft of Flexible Event Space • Full Service Bar • Single or Multi-Day Rentals, Up to 400 Guests

730 125th St. Sherburn, MN | 507.841.0969 | foxlakeeventcenter.com
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Tuxedo Rentals
64 HWY 71 N
ARNOLDS PARK, IA

YOUR NEW TUX SHOP 
IN THE HEART OF OKOBOJI

WWW.STROMSFORMALWEAR.COM

712.332.8186
FIND US ON 

A Culinary Experience
That Will Leave A Lasting Impression!

Bringing the flavor to your forever! Bringing the flavor to your forever! 
Experience the Best BBQ in NW IA - Catering to fit your styleExperience the Best BBQ in NW IA - Catering to fit your style

712-584-9700  |  712bbq.com712-584-9700  |  712bbq.com

Check for Daily Hours or Book Online at skinlylee.com

The Bridal Skin Timeline Starts Here!
• 6 Months Out - Deep Hydration & Correction

• 3 Months Out - Targeted Exfoliation & Brighteners

• 1 Month Out - The Signature Skin Lylee Glow

• The Big Day - Effortless, Luminous Confidence!

409 18th St.
Spirit Lake, IA

507-360-3558

DON'T WAIT UNTIL THE WEEK OF...DON'T WAIT UNTIL THE WEEK OF...  
Schedule your Bridal Skin Consult Today!

Simple Touches 
That Add An 

Elegant Feel To
A Wedding

The term “the perfect wedding” can be 
somewhat misleading. Couples have 
their own ideas regarding the perfect 
wedding, and no single vision is more 
worthy of that characterization than 
another.
Tradition plays a big role at many wed-
dings, as couples have long embraced 
customs like the first dance, cutting the 
cake together and even tossing the bridal 
bouquet at the reception. Traditional 
weddings often are associated with el-
egance, and there are many ways to create 
an elegant aesthetic at a wedding.

• Consider candlelight. 
Candlelight can make any space feel 
cozy and warm. Lit candles also create 
a calming and elegant vibe at a wedding. 
A handful of thoughtfully placed candles 
around a ceremony space can add a sense 
of elegance to a wedding. That vibe can 
be maintained into the reception when 
candles are placed on dining tables.

• Include some vintage items. 
Vintage items can add elegance because 
they call to mind traditional weddings 
of past eras. Unique vintage vases on 
seating tables or even as reception table 
centerpieces are simple to arrange and 
effective at adding an elegant touch.

• Choose a signature cocktail.
 The drinks guests enjoy at the reception 
also can add some elegance to the festivi-

ties. Ask the reception hall bartender to 
collaborate on a classic cocktail, ideally 
one that might have been popular years 
ago or even a modernized version of a 
drink that calls to mind ceremonies of 
yesteryear.

• Go traditional with wedding 
attire. 
More and more brides are choosing 
wedding gowns that go beyond the clas-
sic white dress. But brides who want 
something elegant may want to stick 
to traditional attire. The same goes for 
grooms, who can choose a traditional 
black tuxedo to add some simple elegance 
to the big day.

• Set your sights on seating. 
There’s no area of a wedding that can’t 
be augmented with a little elegance, and 
that even goes for seating. Chair sashes 
complement an elegant theme, and such 
simple decor is easy to pull off. It also 
provides instant appeal and a touch of 
class as guests enter the venue and take 
a seat.
An elegant wedding aesthetic makes for 
great photographs and adds a memorable 
vibe to a ceremony and reception. 
©metrocreativeconnection



THE LAKES NEWS SHOPPER	 Weddings	 Tuesday,  February 10, 2026	    Page 14C

Call Carlos 515-230-5601
1511 18th Street Spirit Lake, IA 

(Inside the Great Lakes Mall)
Hours: Mon-Sat 11am-9pm Sun 11am-8pm

Taco Bar
Hard & Soft Shell Tacos

Rice & Beans
Ground Beef 

& Shredded Chicken
Lettuce, Tomato, 

Sour Cream & 
Shredded Cheese

Queso, Chips & Salsa
El Mariachi 

Street Tacos Bar
Flour or Corn Tortillas

3 Choices of Meat:
Steak, Grilled Chicken, 

Al Pastor, Carnitas, Chorizo, 
Birria or Barbacoa

Rice & Beans
Cilantro & Onions
Shredded Cheese, 

Sour Cream & Guacamole
Red & Green Hot Sauce
Queso, Chips & Salsa

Arroz con Pollo
Grilled Chicken

Rice, Grilled Vegetables
Shredded Cheese, Queso, 

Sour Cream
Tortillas, Chips & Salsa

CATERING
MENU

Fajita Bar
Chicken & Steak Fajitas

Flour Tortillas
Rice & Beans

Lettuce, Tomatoes, 
Guacamole, Sour Cream, 

Shredded Cheese
Queso, Chips & Salsa
El Mariachi Bowl

Steak & Grilled Chicken
Rice, Pinto or Black Beans

Lettuce, Pico de Gallo, 
Guacamole, Sour Cream, 

Shredded Cheese & Queso
Choice of Sauce:

Chipotle, Bang-Bang 
or Sweet Chili

Chimichanga Burritos
Soft or Fried
Ground Beef 

& Shredded Chicken
Rice & Beans

Lettuce, Tomatoes, 
Guacamole, Sour Cream

Queso, Chips & Salsa

400 Grand Ave        Downtown Spencer, IA
Monday ~ Friday 10-5; Saturday 9-5

Sunday by appointment

712-580-GOWN
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GLOW
achieve your wedding day

with elevated facial
services & more
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WeddingWedding  Timeline Guide Timeline Guide 20262026

12 MONTHS OUT12 MONTHS OUT
At the start of the planning process, At the start of the planning process, 
establish your budget, hire a wed-establish your budget, hire a wed-
ding planner (optional), choose the ding planner (optional), choose the 
wedding party, pick a date, and start wedding party, pick a date, and start 
to assemble a cursory guest list. This to assemble a cursory guest list. This 
also is a great time to begin touring also is a great time to begin touring 
venues to get a feel for potential venues to get a feel for potential 
ceremony and reception locales.ceremony and reception locales.

11 MONTHS OUT11 MONTHS OUT
Now is the time to get a firm handle Now is the time to get a firm handle 
on the theme and scope of the on the theme and scope of the 
wedding. Start picking wedding wedding. Start picking wedding 
colors and overall design. Also, colors and overall design. Also, 
interview and hire vendors, such interview and hire vendors, such 
as photographers, bands and vid-as photographers, bands and vid-
eographers. These vendors tend to eographers. These vendors tend to 
book up quickly as wedding season book up quickly as wedding season 
draws near, so it’s never too early draws near, so it’s never too early 
to book them.to book them.

10 MONTHS OUT10 MONTHS OUT
This is a good time to start shop-This is a good time to start shop-
ping for a wedding gown because ping for a wedding gown because 

it might take some trial and error it might take some trial and error 
to find the perfect dress. You also to find the perfect dress. You also 
can start shopping for wedding can start shopping for wedding 
party attire at this time. Check with party attire at this time. Check with 
formalwear vendors to see how long formalwear vendors to see how long 
it will take for the gowns to arrive it will take for the gowns to arrive 
in the shop for alterations. If you in the shop for alterations. If you 
haven’t already done so, be sure to haven’t already done so, be sure to 
book the wedding venue.book the wedding venue.

8 MONTHS OUT8 MONTHS OUT
Reception halls may have their Reception halls may have their 
own schedules, but you should own schedules, but you should 
think about setting your menu at think about setting your menu at 
this time, including deciding if you this time, including deciding if you 
will host a seated dinner, a buffet will host a seated dinner, a buffet 
or something else. or something else. 
Eight months out also is a good Eight months out also is a good 
time to finalize the guest list and time to finalize the guest list and 
send save-the-date cards. send save-the-date cards. 
This also is a good time to visit This also is a good time to visit 
stores to create registry gift lists.stores to create registry gift lists.

6 MONTHS OUT6 MONTHS OUT
Meet with potential florists and Meet with potential florists and 

other vendors, like transportation other vendors, like transportation 
companies and hotels, to secure companies and hotels, to secure 
these arrangements. Your place of these arrangements. Your place of 
worship also may require certain worship also may require certain 
classes or preparatory meetings, classes or preparatory meetings, 
so be sure to inquire about these. so be sure to inquire about these. 
Meet with a makeup and hair styl-Meet with a makeup and hair styl-
ist and book a trial. Choose attire ist and book a trial. Choose attire 
for groomsmen and give them a for groomsmen and give them a 
deadline for fittings and orders. If deadline for fittings and orders. If 
you will not be getting married in you will not be getting married in 
a place of worship, hire an officiant a place of worship, hire an officiant 
at this time.at this time.

4 MONTHS OUT4 MONTHS OUT
Grooms traditionally arrange the Grooms traditionally arrange the 
honeymoon, so this is a fine time honeymoon, so this is a fine time 
to get those travel plans in order. to get those travel plans in order. 
If you need passports, you should If you need passports, you should 
secure them as early as possible, and secure them as early as possible, and 
no later than four months prior to no later than four months prior to 
the wedding to ensure processing the wedding to ensure processing 
times. Book cake tastings and order times. Book cake tastings and order 
the cake if it is not part of the venue the cake if it is not part of the venue 
food and beverage package. If you food and beverage package. If you 
haven’t already done so, the bride haven’t already done so, the bride 
should have an initial gown fitting, should have an initial gown fitting, 

and wedding invitations should be and wedding invitations should be 
ordered at this time.ordered at this time.

2 MONTHS OUT2 MONTHS OUT
Secure your wedding license and Secure your wedding license and 
buy wedding party gifts. Address buy wedding party gifts. Address 
and mail the wedding invitations. and mail the wedding invitations. 
Undergo a second gown fitting Undergo a second gown fitting 
and work with the seamstress for and work with the seamstress for 
the final fitting date just before the the final fitting date just before the 
wedding. Finalize any song selec-wedding. Finalize any song selec-
tions with the DJ or band.tions with the DJ or band.
The final details will occur in the The final details will occur in the 
last weeks before the wedding. Buy last weeks before the wedding. Buy 
all the small accessories and items, all the small accessories and items, 
undergo final fittings and check in undergo final fittings and check in 
with all vendors for final payments with all vendors for final payments 
and to ensure they are on schedule. and to ensure they are on schedule. 
Notify the reception hall of the final Notify the reception hall of the final 
guest count. guest count. 
Once the wedding day arrives, Once the wedding day arrives, 
couples who have done their best couples who have done their best 
to stay on schedule can relax and to stay on schedule can relax and 
have a great time with family and have a great time with family and 
friends. friends. 
©©metrocreativeconnectionmetrocreativeconnection

Wedding planning involves many movable pieces that ultimately need to come together on the big day. Planning Wedding planning involves many movable pieces that ultimately need to come together on the big day. Planning 
is typically a months-long process, and adhering to certain monthly benchmarks can help couples stay the course. is typically a months-long process, and adhering to certain monthly benchmarks can help couples stay the course. 

Brides magazine offers that the perfect engagement period is 12 to 14 months, which affords ample time to get orga-Brides magazine offers that the perfect engagement period is 12 to 14 months, which affords ample time to get orga-
nized and work with vendors. With that in mind, here’s a 12-month timeline for couples getting ready to say “I do.”nized and work with vendors. With that in mind, here’s a 12-month timeline for couples getting ready to say “I do.”  
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by Jantina  Carney

	 From the rugged trails of Northern Iowa 
to the shimmering docks of Okoboji, Ashley 
and Hunter’s love story is a testament to 
the beauty of being exactly who you are. 
It wasn’t a story born of pretense or grand 
gestures, but of shared laughter, a love for 
the outdoors, and the natural ease of two 
people who simply "clicked."
Where the Trail Began
	 Growing up in Algona and Okoboji, Ash-
ley and Hunter were both shaped by the open 
air. Fate eventually brought them together 
at a Polaris dealership—a fitting start for 
a couple whose hearts beat for UTVs and 
adventure. In the midst of engines and gear, 
they found a different kind of spark. It was 
a connection built on joking around, being 
themselves, and realizing that life was just 
better when the other person was in it.
	 The journey led them to a warm July night 
in 2024. During Ashley’s birthday weekend, 
on the dock at Bracco’s, the summer air be-
came the backdrop for a new chapter when 
Hunter asked her to spend the rest of her life 
with him.
A Day Dusted in White
	 When their wedding day arrived at 
Swiss Acres, nature had one more surprise 
in store. Though a November snowstorm 
wasn’t in the original plan, the falling flakes 
transformed the ceremony barn into a serene 
winter wonderland. For Ashley—stunning in 
an all-white, long-sleeved lace gown from 
Bridal Connections—the snow was a gift. 
It was the perfect contrast to the warmth 
waiting inside.
	 The day was anchored by deep family 
roots. As guests entered, they were greeted 
by a table honoring those present in spirit: 
their grandparents and Ashley’s brother. 
Before the walk down the aisle, a tearful, 
private moment between Ashley and her 
sister, the Maid of Honor, served as a poignant 
reminder of the bonds that brought them to 
this moment.

Laughter, BBQ, and Living in the 
Moment
	 The reception was a true celebration of 
their community. With Hucky’s BBQ provid-
ing comfort food and Mojo (Cody Nielsen) 
keeping the energy high, the barn was filled 
with the sounds of a life well-lived.
   The Speeches: Ashley’s dad, Brent, 
moved the room to tears and laughter, fol-
lowed by heartfelt words from her "Okoboji 
Dad," Tony, and the bridal party.
   The Surprise: A highlight of the night 
was the performance of a custom "spin-off" 
song—an inside joke from the bachelorette 
party that Ashley and her friend sang for 
the whole room.
   The Perspective: Despite the weather 
keeping some guests away, Ashley and 
Hunter remained unshaken. Their focus was 
exactly where it belonged: on each other and 
their daughter, Oakley.

The Quiet After the Storm
	 The most magical moment of the day 
happened away from the crowd. After the 
ceremony, Ashley and Hunter stepped out 
into the quiet, falling snow for their private 
vows. It was a scene captured perfectly by 
Tayler Schmidt Photography—just two best 
friends, a flurry of white, and a set of prom-
ises that didn’t need a crowd to be powerful.
Hopes and Dreams
	 As they look toward a future filled with 
family, travel, and perhaps a deep-sea fishing 
trip or a snow-filled sledding honeymoon, 
the Abrahamsons are embracing the "go with 
the flow" spirit that has defined them. For 
Hunter, the day was about the excitement of 
the future; for Ashley, it was the peace of 
knowing she had married her best friend.
	 With Oakley by their side and a lifetime 
of trails to explore, their adventure is only 
just beginning.

Wild Hearts
and Winter White: 
The Abrahamson Adventure
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EVENTS

2828 220th Street ,  Ter r i l ,  I A
Pho n e 5 1 5 -8 5 1 -8 6 80

w w w.sw i ssacresokoboj i .co m

•Temperature Controlled 
Ceremony and Reception Barn

•Ceremony Barn Featuring a Bridal 
Suite and a Groom Suite

Seating Capacity Up to 275 guests
in both barns

•Grain Bin Gazebo Patio Area
•Green Space - and so much more!

•  Temperature Controlled
   Ceremony and Reception Barn
• Ceremony Barn Featuring a Bridal     
   Suite and a Groom Suite
• Seating Capacity up to 275 Guests 
   in both barns
• Grain Bin Gazebo Patio Area
• Amphitheatre for Ceremonies
• Green Space - and so much more!

GiGive Us  a Call Today for More Information 641-512-2158ve Us  a Call Today for More Information 641-512-2158
3420 Zenith Ave, Spirit Lake • lakeslaser64@gmail.com3420 Zenith Ave, Spirit Lake • lakeslaser64@gmail.com

GIFTS WITH A MESSAGEGIFTS WITH A MESSAGE
CUSTOM LASER ENGRAVINGCUSTOM LASER ENGRAVING

• Barrel Rentals • Barrel Rentals 
AvailableAvailable

• Bridal Party • Bridal Party 
Customized GiftsCustomized Gifts

•Custom Invitations •Custom Invitations 
& Menus& Menus

• Custom Wedding• Custom Wedding
	 Coasters, Wine 	 Coasters, Wine 

Bottles & MoreBottles & More
• Cornhole Boards• Cornhole Boards
• Wedding Decor• Wedding Decor

mailto:lakeslaser64@gmail.com
http://www.swissacresokoboji.com
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Tuxes are our Specialty!

Brand New for 2026 Weddings!

421 Grand Avenue | Spencer, IA | 712-262-3627421 Grand Avenue | Spencer, IA | 712-262-3627
www.squireshoppe.comwww.squireshoppe.com

&

KIM HENNING, OWNER
507-841-4678
thewildflowerstudio@gmail.com
402 2nd Street, Jackson, MN
@thewildflowerstudiomn
www.wildflowerfloralstudio.com

Where Love BloomsWhere Love Blooms

Responsibilities Typically 
Delegated to Notable Bridal 

Party Members

Engaged couples tend to ask their closest family members and friends to be in 
their bridal parties. Such requests are an honor and bridal party members tend 
to be excited to play such a significant role on a couple’s wedding day. But 
bridal party members also do much to help engaged couples before the big day.
Couples can choose to delegate as many tasks as they desire to bridal party 
members. Before delegating, couples can look to tradition to guide them in 
regard to asking their bridal parties to lend a hand.

• Best man: The best man toast at a wedding reception tends to be a jovial 
part of the festivities that couples and guests look forward to, so asking a best 
man to give such a speech is customary. Best man responsibilities also may 
include organizing a bachelor party or a similar type of get-together with fel-
low groomsmen and other guests prior to the wedding. A best man also may 
coordinate a gift for the groom if the groomsmen want to give the groom an 
item that requires pooling resources.

• Maid/matron of honor: A maid/matron of honor typically delivers a toast 
at the reception prior to the best man’s speech. A maid/matron of honor also 
may coordinate a bachelorette party and bridal shower in the weeks or months 
before the wedding. A maid/matron of honor tends to play a significant role on 
the wedding day as well. A maid/matron of honor may handle any problems 
that arise in the hours before the ceremony so the bride can relax. For example, 
a maid/matron of honor may work to ensure the bride is shielded from issues 
affecting hair and makeup, the venue, last-minute gown concerns, and other 
unforeseen problems that can arise. A maid/matron of honor may need to do 
some delegating of her own prior to the ceremony, asking fellow bridesmaids 
to help coordinate party plans.

• Bridesmaids: Bridesmaids can help a bride when she’s choosing her gown 
as well as the dresses bridesmaids themselves will wear. Bridesmaids also help 
the maid/matron of honor coordinate the bachelorette party and pitch in to help 
address any issues that arise on the day of the ceremony.

• Groomsmen: Groomsmen can be tasked with helping the best man coordi-
nate a bachelor party. Groomsmen also can be asked to schedule their tuxedo 
fittings to afford enough time for alterations and orders to be completed in time 
for the big day.

• Parents: Parents’ roles have changed considerably in recent years. While the 
parents of the bride traditionally paid for the wedding and grooms’ parents were 
tasked with bankrolling the rehearsal dinner, many modern couples now foot 
some, if not all, of those bills themselves. Parents can still be asked to lend some 
financial assistance. In addition, couples can seek input from parents regarding 
reception traditions like father/daughter and mother/son dances.
Many bridal party members are willing to do whatever it takes to make a 
couple’s wedding day as special as possible. Couples are still urged to discuss 
responsibilities with bridal party members prior to delegating tasks.
©metrocreativeconnection

mailto:thewildflowerstudio@gmail.com
http://www.wildflowerfloralstudio.com
http://www.squireshoppe.com
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• Increase Energy • Balance Mood 
• Improve Your Sleep

Hormone Therapy

New Laser!

Skin Revitalization Treatments 
for Dramatic Results

712.332.6001  |  www.rebeyou.com  |  3301 Hwy. 71  |  Spirit Lake, Iowa 
Dr. Ronald Kolegraff, MD, FACS • Dr. Julie Hamann, MD

Botox®  |  Filler  |  Tummy Tucks
Breast Implants/Lifts/Reductions 

 Laser Face Peels  |  Face Lifts
Liposuction  |  Varicose Veins 

Skin Cancer Checks  |  Skin Care Consults
& Much More

Look & Feel Your Best on Your Special Day!Look & Feel Your Best on Your Special Day!

Rustic. Refined. Unforgettable.
The Fallows – A Gathering Place blends rustic charm
with modern comfort.

A beautifully restored barn and thoughtfully designed
spaces create the perfect setting for weddings filled with
warmth, connection, and meaning.

Rustic charm with modern comfort
Nearly 7,000 sq. ft. of indoor space
Private bridal suite & grooms' lounge
Nestled just outside Graettinger, Iowa.

thefallowsevents.com

SCAN TO PLAN
YOUR DAY

http://www.rebeyou.com
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WWW.DERMUSSKINCARE.COM | 712.262.2280WWW.DERMUSSKINCARE.COM | 712.262.2280
CORNER OF 4TH & GRANDCORNER OF 4TH & GRAND
8W 4TH ST. STE #2  |  SPENCER, IA8W 4TH ST. STE #2  |  SPENCER, IA
SAT 10-2 | MON-WED 9-6 | THURS 9-7 | FRI 9-6SAT 10-2 | MON-WED 9-6 | THURS 9-7 | FRI 9-6

Air Brush MakeupAir Brush Makeup
MicrobladlngMicrobladlng
DermaplaningDermaplaning
Derm Us FacialsDerm Us Facials
Spray TanSpray Tan
Body and Facial WaxingBody and Facial Waxing
MicrodermabrasionMicrodermabrasion
Eyebrow or Eyelash TintEyebrow or Eyelash Tint
Lash Perm/LiftLash Perm/Lift
Micro NeedlingMicro Needling

EleganceEleganceTimeless

CLAY COUNTY FAIR & EVENTS CENTER
SPENCER, IA | CLAYCOUNTYFAIR.COM | 712.580.3000

PHOTO BY EMILY MARIE PHOTO CO.PHOTO BY EMILY MARIE PHOTO CO.

Now Booking for 2026 & 2027

121 E. Broadway Street | Paulina, IA | 712-441-3581 Find us on

A wedding without 
flowers is like a sky 

without stars.
BROADWAYMarket PlaceMarket Place

Plan the Perfect Wedding

Visit our Showroom!
3009 S. Phillips Avenue

Sioux Falls, SD
605.332.4222 ext. 3

www.abcrentalsmidwest.com

Arches  |  Decor  |  Center Pieces  |  Dinnerware | Flatware
 Tables  |  Tents  |  Linens & More

Here Comes the Bride
It’s customary for a bride-to-be to make a grand entrance on her wedding day, 
and for many that involves the processional song “Bridal Chorus,” commonly 
referred to as “Here Comes the Bride.” The song is from the 1850 opera “Lohen-
grin,” which was composed by Richard Wagner. In the opera, the women in the 
wedding party sing the song as they escort the bride, Elsa, to her bridal chamber. 
The original lyrics included, “Faithfully, led, you go…” and referred to the joy 
of the couple’s new life together. After Princess Victoria, the daughter of Queen 
Victoria of England, used the song for her 1858 wedding procession, the music 
became a wedding staple across Europe and America. While the instrumental 
version is widely used for a bride’s walk down the aisle, some religious institu-
tions prefer couples choose another song because of the music’s secular origins.

http://www.abcrentalsmidwest.com
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Let us wait on you

- Acrylic Nails- Acrylic Nails
- French Tip- French Tip
- Solar Nails- Solar Nails
- Dip Powder- Dip Powder
- Manicure- Manicure
- Spa Pedicure- Spa Pedicure
- Gel-X- Gel-X

Cali Nails
712.339.9466712.339.9466

Great Lakes Mall • Spirit LakeGreat Lakes Mall • Spirit Lake

15 years in business!15 years in business!

A beautiful venue overlooking 
West Lake Okoboji

For more information, 
call 712-332-2341 or email 
aphall@arnoldsparkcity.com 

— Located just blocks from Arnolds Park 
    Amusement Park and West Lake
— Host your ceremony and reception with us
— Indoor sink/counter prep area

Central 
Park 

in Arnolds Park

Lovely New Wedding MusicLovely New Wedding Music
Composer & Facebook isComposer & Facebook is

"Piano Diane of Okoboji""Piano Diane of Okoboji"

You can order and receive the songs for your You can order and receive the songs for your 
entire wedding ceremony which will be an entire wedding ceremony which will be an 
easy budget for you. Yah!easy budget for you. Yah!

Song Titles for WedingsSong Titles for Wedings
1. In My Dreams1. In My Dreams
2. Garden of Love2. Garden of Love
3. Love Is In the Air3. Love Is In the Air
4. Romantic Treasures4. Romantic Treasures
5. Forever5. Forever
6. I Do6. I Do
7. Holy Hymns7. Holy Hymns

Hallmark has the songs to Hallmark has the songs to 
use for new movies!use for new movies!

The Many Ways to Incorporate 
Floral Arrangements 

Flowers showcase the beauty and pageantry of the natural world. Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “The 
earth laughs in flowers,” and Lady Bird Johnson is quoted as saying, “Where flowers bloom, so does 
hope.” Flowers are inextricably tied to some of the most important events in a person’s life. Flowers 
wish people well, console those who are mourning, and symbolize love and affection.
Flowers are an essential component of wedding day celebrations. Flowers symbolize love, fertility and 
new beginnings. According to The Knot 2025 Real Weddings Study, the average cost of wedding flow-
ers in 2025 was $2,723, which serves as a testament to how important flowers can be on these special 
days. Flowers are incorporated into many facets of a wedding. Couples planning their weddings can 
give thought to the many ways flowers can enhance this special day.
Bouquets
Wedding bouquets are some of the first arrangements people think of when planning a wedding. Histori-
cally, wedding bouquets contained herbs that were designed to ward off evil spirits. Today, one is much 
more likely to find a gathering of many beautiful flowers tied at the stems with ribbon. Bridesmaids carry 
bouquets as well, and flower girls toss flower petals along the aisle during the processional.  Bouquets 
typically coordinate to the theme of the wedding and the color scheme. A bride’s bouquet tends to be 
similar in design to her bridesmaids’ but may feature more muted colored blooms to complement her gown.
Boutonnieres and corsages
Boutonnieres and corsages are customarily bestowed upon wedding party members and the parents of 
the happy couple. They also may be gifted to additional special people attending the wedding, such as 
grandparents or other guests of honor. 
Altar arrangements
Floral decorations also may be placed around or near the altar for the wedding ceremony. Jewish cel-
ebrants may place flowers on a chuppah to add beauty and elegance. Flowers also are commonly used 
in Muslim wedding ceremonies, appearing in floral arches or even as a stunning floral wall during the 
Nikah to separate the bride and groom. During religious ceremonies, couples should heed the requirements 
of the house of worship and ensure that flowers are modest and within the parameters set for the faith.
Aisle decorations
Flowers may be used on the seatbacks or on the sides of pews. Small flowers, ribbons and greenery are 
hung to enhance the ambiance of the space.
Centerpieces
Flowers are a focal point during wedding receptions, taking up prime real estate in the center of tables. 
Knowledgeable florists can create pieces that are beautiful and will not obstruct the view or comfort 
of guests when seated. Additional floral arrangements may be included to enhance additional areas of 
the reception space, such as floral arches for photographs, vases placed near the seating chart and even 
flowers in the restrooms to make these spaces even more inviting.
Toss bouquet
If a couple decides to adhere to traditional wedding customs, the bride will toss a smaller bouquet to 
eager single women ready to catch it. A tossed bouquet may feature fresh flowers or artificial silk flow-
ers. This decoy bouquet enables the bride to return home with her actual bouquet to preserve it, but still 
participate in this classic tradition. Flowers enhance a wedding with their beauty, symbolism and aroma.
©metrocreativeconnection
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CONTACT US FOR YOUR FREE CONSULTATION TODAY!
1015 Hwy. 71 S. | Okoboji Plaza  | Okoboji

701 Seneca Street | Storm Lake

BOOK ONLINE AT 
beradiantmedspa.com 

CALL OR TEXT 
712.339.5894

Cathy Thee 
Aesthetic Laser Specialist

Marsha Haar, ARNP,
Medical Director 

Make your Make your 
Moment Moment 
Beautiful, Beautiful, 
Confident,Confident,

and and 
Flawless.Flawless.

 Lighten ~ Tighten ~ Brighten Lighten ~ Tighten ~ Brighten
• Vivace RF Microneedling

• PRX WiQo Skin Tightening
• Dermaplaning/BelaMD+ Facials

• IPL/ADVAtx Laser for Rosacea & Brown Spots
• Laser Hair Removal

• Medical Grade Skin Care

Wedding Day Facial PrepWedding Day Facial Prep
3-6 Months Out:

Schedule Laser Treatments 
to lift, tone & tighten.

1-2 Months Out:
Series of BelaMD+ Facials

absolute must before the Big Day!

StunningStunning
Wedding VenueWedding Venue  

on East Lake Okobojion East Lake Okoboji

Reasonable Rates*:
• April-October $2,000

• November-April 
only $1,000!

*Use for 3 Days of Indoor/
Outdoor space for Rehearsal, 

Ceremony & Reception
We are located in 

the heart of Okoboji 
in Spirit Lake, 

our property sits 
on a quarter mile 
of beautiful East 

Lake surrounded by 
meadows and trees!

Rental Includes:
• 24 Round & 24 Rectangular 

table options
• 200 indoor chairs

• Prep kitchen • Ice machine
• Several restrooms  • Fireplace

• Large deck overlooking the lake
• 200 person Event Center capacity

• 3 Outdoor Ceremony Sites
• Lots of Mature Trees
• Lake & Dock Access 

• 1/4  Mile of Waterfront Property
• *On-site Lodging Options

Taking Reservations for 2027:
campdirector@lutheranlakeside.com

or call 712.336.2109
2491 170th Street  •  Spirit Lake

lutheranlakeside.comL U T H E R A N  L A K E S I D E  C A M P

Suites for up to 10 guests

King beds in every room

Located near the East Lake Boat Dock Access.

Minutes to every area attraction!

712-332-8040

1107 SANBORN AVENUE | OKOBOJI

The best place for a family stay.

It’s time to book
a vacation!

It’s time to book
a vacation!

Kitchenettes

Outdoor Pool & Gazebo

Lawn Games & Firepits

Green Space & Grills

WWW.VINTAGEBLOCKINNANDSUITES.COM

Okoboji has a NEW social hangout - Block Party Retro Pub! Open all summer long,

featuring live music, tasty bites and craft cocktails, Block Party is the place to be!

New On the Block!

mailto:campdirector@lutheranlakeside.com
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Heather Baumgard
712.301.9867

okoboji123@msn.com
www.playfulcupcaketions.com

Specializing in
Custom Wedding Creations

Call to Schedule your 
Consult & Tasting Today!

WEDDINGS

BRIDAL 
SHOWERS 
& GROOM 

CAKES

OR ANY 
SPECIAL 

OCCASION!

3 Tips
to Create a 

Reasonable 
Wedding Budget

Weddings are momentous occasions in the 
lives of couples. Recently engaged couples 
likely know that weddings can be expensive.
The experts at the online wedding resource 
Zola estimated that couples would spend 
around $36,000 on their weddings in 2025. 
If that figure produces some sticker shock, 
couples can rest easy in the knowledge that 
such estimates reflect a host of variables, not 
all of which are applicable to each wedding. 
It also can calm couples’ nerves to develop a 
budget as the first step in wedding planning. 
Once a budget is worked out, couples can then 
use that to guide their decisions.
The need to budget for a wedding may seem 
obvious, but couples, particularly those tying 
the knot for the first time, might not know 
where to begin. Couples facing such a situa-
tion can consider these three budget-building 
tips for their wedding.

1. Identify where funds are com-
ing from. Parents of the bride were once 
the traditional sources of wedding funds, 
but that’s less common than it used to be. 
According The Knot Real Weddings Study, 
the average age of marriage in 2024 was 32 
years. That means many couples are now on 
relatively firm financial footing by the time 
they get married, prompting some to pay for 
the entire affair themselves. Couples look-
ing to establish a wedding budget can first 
identify who’s helping to fund it. If couples 
are going it alone, then this is a simple step 
in the process. If parents and other relatives 
offer to pitch in, couples can count such offers 
toward the total amount of money they have 
to fund the big day.

2. Consider working with a financial 
planner. Another strategy to building a bud-
get is to work with a professional to determine 
how much you can afford. Many couples now 
live together prior to getting engaged, and Zola 
notes that more than half (53 percent) even 
shop for rings together. Advanced wedding 
planning can be a wise move, particularly for 
couples footing the bill on their own or with 
minimal assistance from family members. A 
financial planner can help couples determine 
what they can afford and offer tips to grow 
their existing wealth with an eye on paying 
for their wedding.

3. Identify your priorities. The Knot 
reports that venue and rentals accounted for 
slightly more than one-quarter (27 percent) 
of couples’ wedding budgets in 2025. While 
venues and rentals are typically the biggest 
expense when planning a wedding, couples 
building a budget should identify their biggest 
priority. Some might want a stunning venue, 
while others might feel a backyard ceremony 
is perfect for them. Identifying your biggest 
priorities and then devoting enough funds to 
those areas can guide the budget-building 
process.
Weddings can be expensive. Budgeting can 
help couples get the wedding they want with-
out breaking the bank. 
©metrocreativeconnection

Find Your
Perfect Venue!

Tie the knot and celebrate love in a unique, memorable setting making 
for an unforgettable wedding day at Arnolds Park Amusement Park!

For more information, visit arnoldspark.com or contact Guest Relations
Phone: 712-332-2183 or Email: Guest_relations@arnoldspark.com

From Our 2025 Files
Recognizing your commitment to one 
another, thank you for the example you 

have set for us to follow ...

70 Years
Bob & Donna Schoelerman of Everly

Married September 11, 1955

71 Years
Carl & Sally Ingwersen of Spirit Lake

Married January 9, 1955

70 Years
Ron & Pat Knutson of Milford

Married September 3, 1955

70 Years
Kirby & Barbara Range of Okoboji
Married November 12, 1955

70 Years
Fred & Margaret McKim of Arnolds Park

Married October 18, 1955

65 Years
Don & Judy Brinkley of Milford

Married October 9, 1960

70 Years
Ken & Janet Bargfrede of Jackson
Married December 2, 1955

mailto:okoboji123@msn.com
http://www.playfulcupcaketions.com
mailto:Guest_relations@arnoldspark.com
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Vice President, 
Mortgage Loan Officer
NMLS ID #493726
1400 18th Street  |  Spirit Lake, IA
cmart@centralbankonline.com
(712) 336-4100

CINDY MART

Our mortgage services are more than a competitive 

rate. We o�er the ease and simplicity of hometown 

banking plus the unparalleled service you expect. 

If you want a mortgage, we’re ready to talk.

TWO HEARTS. 
ONE HOME.

Equal Housing Lender  |  Member FDIC
NMLS# 447201

APPLY ONLINE AT 
WWW.MYCENTRAL.BANK

An Ideal Place For
•Wedding Receptions •Graduation Parties

•Family Reunions •Birthday Parties 
• Banquets • Meetings

Call  712-338-2741 (city clerk) For Reservation Information

806 N Avenue • Milford • www.milford.ia.us

Reception Perfection

Seating Up to 350

THE MILFORD  THE MILFORD  
COMMUNITY  CENTERCOMMUNITY  CENTER

10%
 

DISCOUNT when you order 
from all 3 departments

Call 712-336-4900
to set up your private consultation.

1500 18th Street • Spirit Lake  • 712-336-4900

From the First Toast to the Final Crumb.From the First Toast to the Final Crumb.

We handle the details;We handle the details;
you make the memories!you make the memories!

From simple rehearsal dinners to elegant black-tie, our cateringFrom simple rehearsal dinners to elegant black-tie, our catering
staff can help you choose the perfect meal for your guests.staff can help you choose the perfect meal for your guests.

From traditional cakes, to elegant wedding designs, ourFrom traditional cakes, to elegant wedding designs, our
bakery team is ready to assist you in making your day perfect.bakery team is ready to assist you in making your day perfect.

Our experienced floral designers can create your dream bridal bouquets, elegant Our experienced floral designers can create your dream bridal bouquets, elegant 
centerpieces and gorgeous decor to accent your wedding theme and colors.centerpieces and gorgeous decor to accent your wedding theme and colors.

mailto:cmart@centralbankonline.com
http://www.milford.ia.us
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