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SHEFFIELD– Helen Keller 
Hospital is pleased to welcome 
Michael Higginbotham, 
MD, a board-eligible general 
surgeon, to its medical 
staff. Dr. Higginbotham 
joins Surgical Associates of 
the Shoals, where he is now 
practicing alongside Ryan 
Conner, MD, and Randall 
Mansell, MD, expanding 
access to comprehensive 
surgical care for the Shoals 
community.

Higginbotham completed 
his general surgery residency 
at HCA Florida Healthcare 
/ USF Morsani College of 

Medicine 
in Brandon, 
Florida, where 
he served as 
Chief Resident, 
gaining extensive 
experience in 
both elective 
and emergency 
surgical care. He 
earned his Doctor 
of Medicine 

degree from the American 
University of the Caribbean 
and holds a Bachelor of Science 
in Biology from High Point 
University in North Carolina.

With advanced training in 
minimally invasive, robotic, and 
traditional surgical techniques, 
Dr. Higginbotham treats a wide 
range of conditions, including 
hernias, cancer, infections, 
and trauma. His procedural 
experience includes hernia 
repair, gallbladder surgery, 
breast surgery (including 
lumpectomy), appendectomies, 
and colon surgery.

Higginbotham brings 
additional expertise through 
advanced certifications 
in trauma and minimally 
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• Jr. Theatre Group 
    Performs Frozen Jr.
• Hocus Focus
• Adopt-a-Friend

See SHORTs... on Page 2  

mhatty.comSERIOUSSERIOUS
INJURIESINJURIES
No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

256.333.5000

Higginbotham

• Medicare Minute
• Computer Skeptic 
• Your Letters
• Storytime at
    the Museum 

See LEBLANC... on Page 13

MONTGOMERY–Alabamians will have an 
opportunity to prepare 
for severe weather 
while saving money 
during the state’s Severe 
Weather Preparedness 
Sales Tax Holiday, 
which begins at 12:01am 
Friday, February 20, 
2026, and runs through 
midnight Sunday, 
February 22.

During the three-
day holiday, shoppers can purchase qualifying 
emergency preparedness supplies without 

Muscle 
Shoals 
Original

Lion Football Will Visit Fayetteville

SHEFFIELD — Colbert County 
Tourism will welcome Lenny LeBlanc 
to the historic Ritz Theatre on Thursday, 
March 12, for his only scheduled 
local show this year, in celebration of 
America’s 250th birthday. Doors open 
at 6:30pm; the concert begins at 7.

LeBlanc is known around the world 
for his chart-topping hit “Falling,” his 
signature worship anthem “Above All,” 
and beloved songs like “There Is None 
Like You.” His voice, songwriting, and 
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 SPECIAL NIGHT WITH A

Severe Weather
Preparedness

musicianship have become fixtures in 
both mainstream and contemporary 
Christian music. His performances 
continue to draw audiences who want 
to experience the unique blend of soul, 
storytelling, and sincerity that shaped 
the Muscle Shoals sound.

“It’s probably the only show I’ll be 
doing this year in the area.” LeBlanc said 
in a Facebook post for Colbert County 

FLORENCE – The University of 
North Alabama announced its 2026 
football schedule, set to be one of the 
most memorable in program history 
as Bobby Wallace Field at Bank 
Independent Stadium is set to open in 

September.
The Lions will play 12 games 

including six at the new on-campus 
stadium. The season opener will be 

See ‘26 LIONS... Page 20
See TAX FREE... on Page 6  

12:01am Friday - 
midnight Sunday
February 20-22

LeBlanc
Courtesy

SAVE ON NO TAX WEEKEND



67
70

96
-1

AL HVAC 91114256.381.7195Call for details. Offer expires 2/28/26.

Call for details. Offer expires 2/28/21.

SERV I CES

FREE Furnace With Qualifying NEW AC SYSTEM
The Brand You Love From the Company You Trust



67
70

96
-1

AL HVAC 91114256.381.7195Call for details. Offer expires 2/28/26.

Call for details. Offer expires 2/28/21.

SERV I CES

FREE Furnace With Qualifying NEW AC SYSTEM
The Brand You Love From the Company You Trust



2 Alabama’s Largest Direct Mail Weekly Courier Journal / February 18, 2026

HOURS:M-F 6-10;
Sat. & Sun. 7-10

LIKE Us On
FACEBOOK

We Accept EBT Cards,
Credit Cards & Debit CardsWe sell Gas!We sell Gas!

6591 Chisholm Rd. (Hwy. 17 North)
Florence • 256-764-9179

FRESH MEAT

Ad Valid:
February 18-24, 2026

$$10109999RibeyeRibeye
SteakSteak Lb.Lb.

4/4/$$29299999RibeyeRibeye
SteakSteak

$$339999
Lb.Lb.

Pork BellyPork Belly
(Skin On)(Skin On)

Lb.Lb.

New YorkNew York
StripStrip
SteakSteak

$$889999

5/5/$$27279999New YorkNew York
Strip SteakStrip Steak

68
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T-BoneT-Bone
SteakSteak $$779999

Lb.Lb.

4/4/$$27279999T-BoneT-Bone
SteakSteak

ChickenChicken
WholeWhole
WingsWings

$$224949
Lb.Lb.

ChickenChicken
SplitSplit
BreastBreast

$$114949Lb.Lb.

SirloinSirloin
PorkPork
ChopsChops

$$119999Lb.Lb.opsp

$$222929
Lb.Lb.

CountryCountry
Style PorkStyle Pork
RibsRibs

Lb

WholeWhole
SpareSpare
RibsRibs Lb.Lb.

$$222929

ChickenChicken
LegLeg
QuartersQuarters 10 Lb. Bag10 Lb. Bag

$$779999

PorkPork
SteakSteak

$$225959
Lb.Lb.

BostonBoston
Butt PorkButt Pork
RoastRoast

$$119999Lb.Lb.

New addition!New addition!
Asian FoodAsian Food

Goat MeatGoat Meat
(5-way cut)(5-way cut)

$$559999
Lb.Lb.

Lb.Lb.

BeefBeef
StewStew
MeatMeat

$$559999

$$229999ChickenChicken
TendersTenders Lb.Lb.

Farm RaisedFarm Raised
CatfishCatfish
FilletFillet $$18189999
4 Lb. BOX4 Lb. BOX

Lb.Lb.
$$669999Leg ofLeg of

LambLamb

FLORENCE: YARD/ ESTATE 
SALE 

240 Co. Rd. 335 Thurs-Sat. 
9am-7pm Sun. 1-5pm House, 

household items, furniture, 
kitchen items, decor, linens, 

tools.

ELECTRIC DRYER, XL Capacity,
nice clean condition, $175, 256-
577-6433

ANTIQUE MILITARY ITEMS 
WANTED Guns, Knives, Uniforms,
will pay cash. Call 256-335-7663

$$ CASH PAID $$  
for Used 

Mobile Homes 
Lemmond Mobile Homes 

256-383-0808

HEADLINER IN YOUR HAIR?  
We Can Fix It! In stock colors only. 

Call 256-335-5562  

GREEN PLANET         
LAWN SERVICES 

Spring/Fall Clean-ups,         
Complete Mowing, 

Hedge/Shrub Trimming, 
Flowerbed Maintenance, 

Mulch, Pine Straw, Decorative 
Rock and Pressure Washing.   

Licensed & Insured.  
-Free Estimates- 

Call Antonio 256-284-5590

DODGE: CARAVAN, 2018  $7,995. 
Obo. Base model. 140k Financing 
Available. 256-702-4296

PEARL ROOFING Free Estimates
205-530-4973

YORKIE PUPPIES CKC REGIS-
TERED $750 males, $850 females. 
Small. Vet checked. 731-307-5512 
TN.

REMODELING CONSTRUCTION 
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE Insured. 
Bathroom remodel, Deck, Fences, 
etc. 256-762-4357

WE BUY ZERO TURN RIDING
MOWERS. All brands, Hustler,
Walker, Troy-Bilt, John Deere, Cub
Cadet, etc. Running or not. Any
condition 256-275-2276

WE BUY JUNK CARS, Trucks or
Vans with or without titles, Call Joel
256-303-7609
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2 COMPREHENSIVE
SERVICES

(1 Heat/1 Cool)
No Overtime Rates

15% Discount on repairs

(256) 764-7386 | www.jchamm.com

Planned
Maintenance
Agreement
Only

$119

Heating/Air Conditioning • Equipment Replacement • Repairs • Maintenance
Air Purification • Financing Options Available • AL LIC 12179

One Visit $69One Visit $69

THE COURIER JOURNAL - We’re 
Good For Your Business! 

See SHORTs... on Page 4  

invasive surgery, reflecting 
his commitment to 
current and emerging 
surgical techniques.

Surgical Associates of 
the Shoals is located on 
the Helen Keller Hospital 
campus at 1120 S. Jackson 
Highway, Suite 105 in 
Sheffield. A physician 
referral is required. To 
schedule an appointment, 
call 256-386-1125.

STARKVILLE, MS-- 
Students on the President’s 
List at Mississippi State 
achieved a 3.80 or better 
GPA, based on a 4.0 
scale, while completing 
at least 12 semester hours 
of coursework with no 
incomplete grades or 
grades lower than a C. The 
following local students 
attained this honor:

Athens–Haley 
Waltman, Joshua 
Burrows, Keaton 
Higginbotham, Andrea 
Reith, Benjamin 
James, Cooper Kiel, 
John Hubbard, Bailey 
Higgins, Lilla Chandler, 
Emma Lovell, ReAnna 
Brackeen, Sara Haynes, 
David King, Whitley 
Talbert, Ryder Toone, 
Madelyn Menefee, Wyatt 
Howell, Andrew Baker,

Cherokee–Jacob 
Hammond

Florence–Payton 
Edwards, Emily 
Thompson, Emma 
Rosene, Riley Webb, 
Chase Haskovec, Tyler 
Haskovec, Sabrina 
Infanger,

Killen– Taylor Nix, 
Anna McCrory, Aaron 
Peck

Rogersville–Tanner 
Owens

Town Creek– Trinitee 
Johnson, Gracie Ward

Tuscumbia–Lauren 
Bernard, Maudie Hester, 
Chance Bray.

OXFORD, MS – In 
addition, the University 
of Mississippi recently 
announced students 
named to the Fall 2025 
Chancellor’s Honor Roll, 
reserved for students who 
earn a semester GPA of 
3.75-4.00.

Area students include 
Chandler Gandy and 
Madeline Malone of 
Muscle Shoals, and Olivia 
Maclin of Athens.

BATON ROUGE, 
LA-- Eliza Balch of 
Sheffield, was recently 
elected to membership 
into The Honor Society 
of Phi Kappa Phi, the 
nation’s oldest and most 
selective all-discipline 
collegiate honor society, 
at University of North 
Alabama.

MONTGOMERY – 
After a successful pilot 
program in December 
2025, the Alabama 
Department of Human 
Resources announced last 
week that ALL Alabama 
EBT cardholders should 
be receiving new, chip-
enabled EBT cards by 
mail by now or in the 
coming days.

Cardholders will need 
to activate their new 
EBT card when it arrives. 
Cardholders will now 
be prompted by EBT 
Customer Service to 
enter their card number, 
date of birth, zip code, 
3-digit security code, and 
the expiration date. New 
cards must be activated 
within 180 days after 
issuance. 

AFTER activating the 
new EBT card, the old 
card should be destroyed 
immediately.

All new cards are 
automatically defaulted 
to block out of state 
and online purchases. 
If a cardholder wishes 
to make a purchase 
outside of Alabama or 
online, they must first 
unlock their card via 
the ConnectEBT Mobile 
App, ConnectEBT 
website, or the EBT 
Customer Service phone 
number.

Alabama DHR also 
recommends all EBT 
clients continue locking 
their card through the 
ConnectEBT app when 
it is not in use. Also, 
it is important that 
cardholders do not swipe 
these new cards. The chip 
is the most secure and 
effective option when 
using the card.

For EBT cardholders 
needing assistance with 
the new chip-enabled 
EBT card, please call 
EBT Customer Service at 
1-800-997-8888.

Shorts...

Continued from Page 1

Higginbotham
on HKH Team

Approaching 
or at a 4.0

Balch into Phi 
Kappa Phi 

All EBT’s to be 
Chip Enabled
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Tuscumbia First Methodist Church • 104 E. 3rd St, Tuscumbia

SUNDAY,
March 1 • 4-6pm

PLUGGED IN
DISCIPLESHIP IN
A DIGITAL AGE

Featured Speaker Kelly Newcom
of BraveParenting.net

Practical, faith-based insight
to equip parents, grandparents,

teachers and caregivers to
engage technology wisely
while nurturing healthy,

Christ-centered relationships
with children.

Area Global Methodist Churches
and North Alabama Conference
present Plugged In, a
FREE COMMUNITY EVENT
focused on helping adults
navigate media & technology
through a biblical lens.

Registration
Required

FAMILY TIMES DELI & THRIFTFAMILY TIMES DELI & THRIFT

68
12

76
-13017 N. Jackson Hwy., Sheffield, AL 256-712-8831

Bring your appetite and enjoy
down-home country cooking
at a price that feels like family.

MONDAY
Hamburger Steak
TUESDAY
Pork Chops
WEDNESDAY
Meat Loaf
THURSDAY
Chicken & Dressing
FRIDAY
Ribs/Half Chicken
SATURDAY
Country Fried Steak

Dine in or take out – we’re here to serve you!Dine in or take out – we’re here to serve you!
HOURS:Monday - Friday 10-6 and Saturday 10-3

Mashed Potatoes
Side Salad

Fried Okra Tomatoes
Macaroni & Cheese

Beans

O

Meat &Three Daily SpecialsMeat &Three Daily Specialsecials
Includes
Tea or

Lemonade
k

e Daily Spepe
EVERY
DAY

$1038

Senior
Discount

10%

Choose from theseChoose from these
Classic Sides:Classic Sides:

Carter House Moving 
Specializing in rigging, lifting and
moving structures, floor leveling,
and replacing damaged floor
components. Call or text:
256-275-1570, 256-633-2722 

2013 DODGE AVENGER, one
owner, 159,000 miles, new tires,
smoke free, good condition, Sirius 
Radio, 25mpg, no wrecks, oil
changed every 3,000 miles, $8,000 
Call 256-275-2299 Florence

HEADLINER IN YOUR HAIR?  
We Can Fix It! In stock colors only. 

Call 256-335-5562  

I BUY CLASSIC CARS 
No matter your location, 

I will come to you. 
Call Lawrence 931-242-3135 Local 

Number

******************** 
R.D.T. CONSTRUCTION & 
HANDYMAN SERVICES 
“We Show up and Get the  

Job DONE!” 
PRESSURE WASHING 

Decks, fences, windows, doors, 
gutter clean-out, etc. All home 
repair and small construction... 
“No Job Too Small!”  Veteran 

owned. Call Brandon for         
estimate at 256-762-0499

REASONABLE TREE SERVICE
Tree cutting, trimming, stump
removal. Free Estimates. Owner
Gilbert Barga 256-366-3539

NEW YEARS SPECIAL, Gutter 
clean out, seamless gutters, gutter 

guards, Call GUTTER WORKS 
256-394-3497

LONG-LEWIS FORD 
Abandoned Vehicle 

March 31, 2026 at 4 p.m. 
5404 Co. Rd. 31 Killen, AL  35645 
5N1BA0ND9AN616121 
2010 Nissan Armada, Gray 
5NPEC4AC4BH138904 
2011 Hyundai Sonata, Gray 
*Sold AS IS, Title not offered day of
sale. 
02/18/26, 02/25/26 
ADID 681380

FIREWOOD FOR SALE: Sea-
soned and Split 4x4 rick $60 you
pick up. Fire pit bundles $10. Call
256-349-9601 or 256-443-7395
Leave Message
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EDITOR & PUBLISHER
 Thomas V. Magazzu

ADVERTISING EXECUTIVES
 Gregg Scott
 Heather Ridinger    
 GRAPHIC COORDINATORS
 Russell Roden
 Andrea L. Gray    
 OFFICE STAFF/CLASSIFIED
    Erin Gilbert
  
OFFICE STAFF/SALES ASST.
    Tina Hill

 CIRCULATION
 Ted Fallin

 OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Friday 
8:00am - 5:00pm

DEADLINES: Issues Published Every Wednesday
 INSERTS - 5 pm Thursday
 DISPLAY ADS - 5 pm Thursday
 CLASSIFIED ADS - 5 pm Friday unless otherwise specified

219 W. Tennessee St.
Florence, AL  35630

256-764-4268 
Fax: 256-760-9618

Your Courier Journal is 
published for total saturation, 
direct-mail delivery every 
Wednesday to 51,892 Shoals 
area and surrounding homes. It 
is Alabama’s Largest Weekly-
Mailed Direct, and enjoys a larger 
circulation than all local subscriber 
based newspapers combined.

EDITORIAL POLICY: Your 
Courier Journal accepts a variety 
of news releases, photos, stories, 
Letters to the Editor and upcoming 
community, church or civic events 
for publication as space permits. 
Please submit all materials in 
written form to:

219 W. Tennessee St.
Florence, AL 35630 
or email to:
editor@courierjournal.net 
well in advance of the planned 
event. The Editor reserves 
right to shorten, edit, reword 
or omit submissions as seen fit. 
All information submitted for 
publication becomes property of 
the Courier Journal. Information 
published does not necessarily 
reflect an opinion or endorsement 
by the Courier Journal, members 
of its management, or its staff. 
Advertisers are responsible for 
all content and claims in their 
advertising.

Copyright © 2026 
All Rights Reserved

ONLINE – at our Website...  
Go to www.courierjournal.net 
and click ”Place a Classified”

Classifieds

As an added bonus for our 
advertisers, all classified ads 
placed in the Courier Journal are 
also online at TNValleyStuff.com.

OFFICE – Drop by our office 
at  your convenience 8-5 Monday-
Friday and write/submit it there.

MAIL – Mail your written ad to 
address at right. Include your phone 
number. We will call to finalize your ad. 
List how many weeks the ad is to run.

FAX – 24 HRS - Charge to Credit 
/ Debit Card by faxing an ad to 256-
760-9618. Include exp. date. List 
how many weeks the ad is to run.

PHONE – 8AM-5PM Mon-Fri  
Charge to Credit/Debit Card  
by calling 256-764-4268

MAILING ADDRESS: Courier Journal, 219 W. Tennessee St., Florence, AL 35630
Please Print Ad Clearly. NOT RESPONSIBLE for illegible handwriting

Questions? Call our office at 256-764-4268.

ADVANCE PAYMENT IS REQUIRED in 
cash, check or Credit/Debit Card.  

Phone-in Ads MUST be Charged to 
Credit/Debit Card! NO EXCEPTIONS! 

NO REFUNDS! 

DEADLINE: Friday 5pm

HOW MANY WEEKS?  Multiply the number of weeks  - X -  the cost of the ad.....  ________

YES! RED LINE MY AD! PLEASE
CHECK
THE BOX                                    

Name   

Address    

City                        State                 Phone 

Attract the most attention and sell your items 
red line fast when you choose to Red Line 
your Classified Ad.  THE FIRST LINE OF YOUR 
AD APPEARS IN RED CAPS.

HOUSECLEANING for your office 

or home. Call 555-1234 for a free 

estimate. 15 years experience, 

Insured, References available. 

Sell it fast     
      with a

RED LINE ADRED LINE AD only $4 additional

only $4 additional

*one line is approx. 30 characters

Employment  6 LINES Each additional line - $2.25  
EMPLOYMENT - Looking for employment or Businesses looking for employees  ......................................................................

$1600
Week

Commercial Rate  4 LINES  Each additional line add $1.50 – applies to anyone engaged 
in sale of goods/services on a recurring basis or for profit, licensed or not – including pets. 6 Weeks $39 
- Each additional line - add $7.50 total ...................................................................................................................................................................... Week

$800

Real Estate Rate  5 LINES  Each additional line add $1.50 – applies to agencies, individual, 
developers and anyone engage in selling, renting, leasing structures and/or properties in Real Estate or 
General section. 6 Weeks $36 Each additional line - add $7.50 total ............................................................................................. Week

$800

Private Party Rate  4 LINES Each additional line - $1.50 -  Prepay – 
NO REAL ESTATE • 1 item per ad - 4 Weeks/4 lines 1 ITEM $16  Each additional line - add $4.50 ......................... Week

$550

Private Party Auto Rate  Up to 8 LINES for 4 weeks. 
Each additional line - $2.25...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

$1700
4 wks

See NOTES... page 14

COMMUNITY NOTES may be 
submitted for non-profit, civic 
or church-related events and 
published free of charge AS SPACE 
IS AVAILABLE in the Courier 
Journal.  Community Notes must be 
submitted in writing by 4pm Friday 
for consideration in the following 
week’s issue.  • Email to editor@
courierjournal.net

Florence Current Youth Sports 
Registration - Park & Recreation  
Florence Athletics. DEADLINE CLOSES 
February 22. SPRING: Softball • Baseball 
• Track &  Field • Soccer.

R E G I S T E R  N O W ! 
florenceparkrecathletics.sportngin.com

1 Sportsplex Drive, Florence, 256-
760-6628

Romance Book Sale Now at the 
Florence Lauderdale Public Library (in the 
Mitchell Burford Bookstore)

50% OFF All Paperback Romance 
Novels. Stock-up form the last half of winter! 

Bethel Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church in Florence will have their black 

history program Sunday, February 22 at 
11am. The guest speaker will be Rev. Dr. 
Dorothy Tiller who was nurtured in ministry 
by the late Endia J. Scruggs.  The church is 
at 408 E Alabama St. Everyone welcome.

 Join Ms. Aamayli for fun stories 
and crafts or the entire family at the 
Florence Lauderdale Public Library 
Saturdays in February at 11am. Visit 
FLPL.org for more information.

Missions Yard Sale at Redemption 
Shoals, 503 Wilson Dam Rd Muscle 
Shoals. SALE DATE is Saturday, February 
28 from 7am-3pm. Donation drop-offs 
are Thursday, February 26 and Friday, 
February 27 from 9am-6pm. All proceeds 
go to funding mission trips. Cash, Check, 
Venmo, CashApp accepted. 

Salt and Pepper Roots Music 
Celebration - Thursday, February 19, 
6pm at The Mane Room, Pine Street, 
Florence. It will feature Ol’Man Russell 
Gulley and Mark “Muleman” Massey.

Advance tickets are available for $10 
at Counts Brothers Music. Tickets will be 
$20 at the door. Seating is limited.Tickets 
available at Counts Brothers Music. 
Information: gulley35968@yahoo.com or 
727-308-8156.

Shoals Artists Guild Meeting Every 
3rd Friday of the month, (February 20), 
10am-Noon at the Southall-Moore House, 
next to the Kennedy-Douglass Art Center, 
Downtown Florence. For more info, 
contact Carolyn Wear, 256-710-6854.

Shorts...
Continued from Page 2 Hayden’s Ferry Review, 

Iron Horse Literary 
Review, (2024 NaPoMo 
Winner), Rattle, Poet Lore, 
and TriQuarterly 

Review. 
This 

program 
is free. The 
Southall 
House is 
located 
at 209 E. 
Tuscaloosa 
St., just 
next to 

the Kennedy Douglass 
Art Center office. Call 
256-760-6379 for more 
information.

MONTGOMERY 
— Scheduled 
implementation of 
the new 483 area code 
overlay that covers the 
334-area code region in 
central, south central, 
and southeast Alabama is 
slated for February 23.

The new area code 
ensures customers will 
have enough supply of 
new telephone numbers 
to serve the area in the 
coming years. Numbering 
resources for the 334-
area code are scheduled 
to exhaust by the third 
quarter of 2026. This 
action follows the 
mandatory 10-digit 
dialing period, which 
allowed customers to 
become accustomed 
to dialing 10 digits 
when making calls. The 
implementation will not 
affect existing service for 
customers within the 334-
area code region.

Northwest Alabama 
experienced a similar 
change in 2009-2010 
when the 938 overlay 
was introduced and 
then established across 
the 256-area code in the 
Tennessee Valley region 
and east-central Alabama 
and mandatory 10-digit 
dialing became a reality.

Our 256-area code was 
established across north 
Alabama in 1998 when 
the number of phone lines 
exceeded available phone 
numbers for the 205-
area code that previously 
covered the northern half 
of Alabama.

FLORENCE – The 
Artistic Renderings of 
Youth exhibit for 2026 
runs from March 23–
April 30 at Kennedy-
Douglass Center for the 
Arts in Florence. This 
is a juried exhibit of 
artwork open to students 
in grades 7–12 from 
Colbert, Franklin, and 
Lauderdale counties. The 
exhibit and competition 
are coordinated by area 
art teachers. Schools may 
participate or students 
can enter on their own. 
Each student can enter up 
to three original works. 
The deadline for entry is 
March 13.

Entries are juried 
and, if accepted, are 
eligible for ribbons 
awarded in different 
grade level groupings. 
These original works 
can be in any medium. 
All two-dimensional 
entries must be matted 
or framed. Framed pieces 
and canvases must have 
hanging wire attached on 
the back.

For more details on 
entry rules, call Kennedy-
Douglass Center for 
the Arts 256-760-6379 
or email:  connect@
florencealmuseums.com  

The Kennedy-
Douglass Center for 
the Arts is located at 
217 E. Tuscaloosa St. in 
Florence.  Public hours 
are Monday - Friday, 
9-4 and on Sunday, 
1-4.  Admission is free. 
The art center may be 
reached by calling 256-
760-6379.

FLORENCE – Florence 
Art & Museums’ Open 
Mic Night returns at 
6:30pm on Tuesday, 
February 24 at Southall 
House in downtown 
Florence.  This month, 
poets are invited to share 
their original works that 
relate to the color purple. 

Shelly Cato is this 
month’s featured guest 
who will be sharing 
original poetry. Cato 
lived in the Mississippi 
Delta for 25 years and 
now writes and paints on 
Mulberry Fork in Walker 
County, Alabama. Her 
writing has appeared 
in Best New Poets 2025, 

Entries Now 
to Renderings

Area Code 
Implemented

Cato is Guest 
at Open Mic

Cato

See SHORTs... on Page 6  
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ORDER IN-STORE
OR ONLINE:
mikesmeatmarket.

smartonlineorder.com

Contact Us For Special Orders
256.320.5223

Est. 2017Est. 2017 256.320.5223256.320.5223

WeWe
AcceptAccept

EBT!EBT! •• 2 - 8 oz. Ribeyes2 - 8 oz. Ribeyes
•• 2 Lbs. Ground Beef2 Lbs. Ground Beef
•• 2 Lbs. FreshTenders2 Lbs. FreshTenders
•• 2 Lbs. Bacon or Sausage2 Lbs. Bacon or Sausage
•• 2 Lbs. Boneless Chops2 Lbs. Boneless Chops
•• 1 Lb. Bryan Bologna1 Lb. Bryan Bologna
•• 1/2 Lb. American Cheese1/2 Lb. American Cheese

FEBRUARY SPECIALFEBRUARY SPECIAL

All ForAll For
OnlyOnly
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Visit TNValleyStuff.com

JIMMY’S MOWER SHOP buying
and selling lawn & garden equip-
ment. Call 256-284-0364 after
12pm daily, no text

FUSE BOX OR         
ELECTRICAL          
PROBLEMS?  

Call American Electric  
 In Florence, AL. 

We have over 30 years       
experience, with friendly,     

dependable and affordable 
service. Locally and Veteran 

Owned, 256-760-1152
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Nyla is 2 years and 8
months old and as sweet as
they come. She lived in a
home her whole life before
being surrendered, and we
believe her family may have
lost their housing. Through
it all, Nyla has remained a
very good girl with a loving
heart. She adores people,
soaks up attention, and
has an affectionate, gentle
nature. She passed her cat test, so she may do wel a
home with feline friends! Nyla is ready for a fresh start and a
family to love her forever.

The animals you see here are currently in
local animal shelters or rescue facilities.
Adoption fees vary and include having your
new friend spayed or neutered, if necessary.
Help us help these and other animals by
adopting a new friend today.

N la is 2 ears
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Hermit is almost ONE year
old — he’ll be celebrating
his first birthday in just
a couple of weeks! This
handsome guy weighs
around 35 pounds, making
him the perfect medium size
for just about any home.
He’s at that fun age where
he’s playful, curious, and
ready to learn. With the
right family, Hermit is going

to blossom into an incredible lifelong companion. He has
his whole life ahead of him and is ready to spend it loving his
people. Hermit is ready to start his next chapter — maybe it’s
with you.

Adoption Info: • Fee: $85 • Includes: Spay/neuter,
current vaccinations, microchip, and heartworm test
• Location: Florence Lauderdale Animal Services
• Contact: 256-760-6676 • Fostering is FREE!

Sam is an 8-year-old hound mix with
the sweetest soul and the kindest
eyes. This handsome gentleman has
a calm, loving nature and is happiest
when he’s close to his people. Sam
is past the puppy stage and full of
steady companionship. He
would make a wonderful
best friend for someone
looking for a loyal, gentle
dog to share life with.
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New Higher  
Starting Pay! 

SEEKING CAREGIVERS 
for Non-medical in home care, 

assisting senior adults with       
activities of daily living, one on 
one in their homes. Part-time 
and full-time, 7a-3p, 3p-11p, 
and 11p-7a shifts available.   

Apply at 
www.homeinstead.com/200 

click on careers, or come by our 
office at 2703 Darby Drive,       

Florence, AL 35630  
for paper application.

Administrative Sales 
Assistant / Event         

Coordinator  
The TimesDaily has an immedi-

ate opening for a full-time  
Advertising Administrative Sales 

Assistant / Event Coordinator 
Responsibilities include but 
are not limited to: 
• Scheduling advertising 
   insertions 
• Assisting with training staff on 
  computer ticket entry 
• Interacting with customers and 
  other departments on a regular 
  basis 
• Assisting management with 
  scheduling special sections 
• Filing daily newspapers 
• Answering phone calls and  
  emails 
• Helping service all walk-ins 
• Event Coordinator, plans, 
  organizes and oversees all  
  aspects of an event to ensure 
  it runs smoothly and meets 
  objectives, from initial planning 
  to execution and breakdown. 
• Completing various other  
  administrative duties   

The ideal candidate for this  
 position is highly organized, 
has strong attention to detail, 
and Must be able to multitask,   
prioritize deadlines, and keep 

 information strictly confidential. 
We are looking for someone 

with a desire to go the  
extra mile. 

This position requires a high 
school degree or equivalent, 

administrative assistant  
experience, and proficiency with 
computers, phones, and office 

equipment.   
The job will require availability 
Monday – Friday and is 37.5 

hours a week plus commission. 
Benefits include: 
• 401k Matching 
• Health, dental, vision 
• Company paid life insurance 
• Additional supplemental 
  insurances 
• Paid vacation days, sick days, 
  and holidays  

Send resumes to: 
Renita.Jimmar@timesdaily 

.com 
or applications can be picked 

up at TimesDaily  
219 W. Tennessee Street, 

Florence, AL 35630. 

ARE YOU NEEDING A CARE-
GIVER FOR YOUR LOVED ONE? 
I am Experienced. Caring, Depend-
able and can work day shift or night
shift, references, 256-291-5758

Full-Time 
Machine Operator  

 
The TimesDaily is            

seeking a printing press 
operator to join our  

Northwestern Alabama  
printing facility. 

 
Responsibilities include but 

are not limited to: 
• Performing standard set up 
  of printing press 
• Operating the press 
• Making adjustments to 
  maintain quality control 
• Performing preventative 
  maintenance and repairs. 
 

Hands-on experience with a 
Goss Urbanite or DGM 850 is 
a plus, but not required. We 

are ready to hire and will train 
for the position. 

 
This position offers benefits 

including: 
• 401(k) matching 
• Medical Insurance 
• Dental Insurance 
• Vision Insurance 
• Life Insurance 
• Disability Insurance 
• Additional Insurance  
  Coverage Options 
• Flexible Spending Account 
• Paid Time Off (Vacation,  
  Holidays, Sick Time) 

 
Qualified candidates will be 
available to work nights and 

weekends. 
 

Applications are available at 
the TimesDaily Office 
219 W. Tennessee St., 

Florence, AL 35630 
Questions or resumes may  

be emailed to: 
Kevin.Blurton@timesdaily 

.com

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

SENIORx
The NACOLG SENIORx Medication Assistance 
Program supplies free and low cost medications 

for anyone in Alabama with a disability or a 
chronic illness regardless of age that requires daily 

medication. Medicare recipients may also be eligible.  
For more information contact NACOLG SENIORx 

today.  There is no charge for this service.

1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463)
Paula Pardue

256-389-0529
This program is in partnership with the State of Alabama  

and Alabama Department of Senior Services 

67
63
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TUSCUMBIA — 
Area Global Methodist 
Churches, in partnership 
with the North Alabama 
Conference, will host 
Plugged In, a free 
community event focused 
on helping adults navigate 
media and technology 
through a biblical lens, 
on Sunday, March 1 from 
2-4pm at Tuscumbia 
First Methodist Church, 
located at 104 E. 3rd 
Street in Tuscumbia.

The featured 
speaker for the event 
is Kelly Newcom of 

Adults Need to 
be Plugged In
on Technology

Shorts...
Continued from Page 4

BraveParenting.net, a 
nationally recognized 
voice on guiding families 
through the challenges 
of modern media and 
technology. 

The event is open to 
anyone who influences 
children’s lives, including 
parents, educators, 
ministry leaders, 
and grandparents. 
Professional childcare 
will be provided at no 
cost, making it easier for 
families to attend.

The event IS Free, but 
registration is required to 
ensure adequate seating, 
childcare staffing, and 
event resources. 

Please contact Liz 
Bowlin at 205-363-1963 
or lizbowlin.kidmin@
gmail.com.

paying the state’s 4% 
sales tax. Most cities and 
counties across Alabama 
also opt in to remove 
local sales taxes, further 
increasing savings for 
consumers.

The annual holiday is 
designed to encourage 
families to take proactive 
steps to protect their 
homes and prepare for 
Alabama’s many severe 
weather risks.

This year’s holiday 
includes expanded 
exemption limits, allowing 
consumers to save more 
than ever before. During 
the 2025 legislative 
session, the Alabama 
Retail Association 
advocated for legislation 
to modernize the sales 
tax holidays by increasing 
the dollar thresholds 
and indexing them to 
the Consumer Price 
Index. That legislation 
was approved by the 
Legislature, resulting in 
higher exemption limits 
for 2026.

As a result, shoppers 
can purchase Severe 
Weather Preparedness 
supplies priced at less 
than $94 per item tax free. 
Portable generators and 
power cords priced at less 
than $1,564 can also be 
purchased tax free.

In prior years, 
exemption limits were 
capped at $60 for supplies 
and $1,000 for generators.

“By updating these 
exemption limits to better 
reflect today’s costs, 
lawmakers ensured that 
this sales tax holiday 
continues to provide 
meaningful savings 
for Alabama families,” 
said Alabama Retail 
Association President, 
Rick Brown. “These 
changes help consumers 
purchase the items they 
need while also supporting 
Alabama retailers in their 
local communities. A true 
win-win.”

Eligible items include 
common severe weather 
preparedness supplies such 
as flashlights, batteries, 
weather radios, first-
aid kits, tarps, and other 
qualifying items, as well as 
portable generators. A full 
list of eligible items can be 
found online.

As of the January 28 
update on the ALDOR 
website, Colbert, 
Lawrence, Lauderdale, 
and Limestone counties 
have all confirmed 
participation in the 
tax-free weekend, as 
have all local cities and 
communities with the 
exceptions of Anderson, 
Leighton, and Waterloo. 

Continued from Page 1

Tax Free...

JR. LAWSON TREE SERVICE, 
tree trimming, stump grinding,
removal. Licensed & Bonded, Free 
estimates, 256-856-7028

BIG JUICY’S PAINTING No job too 
big or small! Painting, gutters, pres-
sure washing. Free Estimates
938-212-4422 or 256-263-8321 

WE BUY RIDING MOWERS, John 
Deere, Cub Cadet, Kubota, Crafts-
man, etc, We will buy it running or
not. Give us a call at 256-275-2276
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mhatty.com
256.333.5000

NEVER settle for less.

Injured on the Job?
Our client recovered

$630,000!

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is
greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers. 67
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BUY HERE • PAY HERE
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3641 Cloverdale Rd. • Florence

256-767-3705

www.Advancebhph.com
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LOWEST NO HASSLE PAYMENTS: WEEKLY • BI-WEEKLY • MONTHLY
In-House Financing Based on Debt to Income Ratio not Credit Score

BUY HEREBUY HERE
PAY HERE CARSPAY HERE CARS

HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 8am-5:30pm; Fri.8am-5pm; Sat. 8am-Noon. After Hours by Appt.HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 8am-5:30pm; Fri.8am-5pm; Sat. 8am-Noon. After Hours by Appt.

2018 Ford2018 Ford
ExplorerExplorer

2017 Jeep2017 Jeep
RenegadeRenegade

$$1121122828/weekly/weekly**$$1311311515/weekly/weekly** $$1191193333/weekly/weekly**

MECHANIC ON DUTYMECHANIC ON DUTY
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: Monday-FridayMonday-Friday

U

R
E

R
E

*W.A.C.

2013 Lincoln2013 Lincoln
MKXMKX
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SHOALS DISCOUNT MATTRESSES
NAME BRAND MATTRESSES FOR LESS

705 Avalon Ave, Muscle Shoals
256-383-6611

Mon-Fri 10am-5:30pm Sat 10am-4pm
Like Us on Facebook @
www.Facebook.com/

Shoals Discount Mattress

Delivery and set up available.
Locally owned and operated for 12 years!

Serta, Sealy, Beautyrest, Ashley, and MLily Mattresses 50% OFFMSRP

Name brand
mattresses

starting at only
$99.99!

256-767-3519

• Topping
• Trimming
• Removal

• Lots Cleared
• Stumps Removed
• 55’ Bucket Truck

Doug Minton

28 Years

Cell 256-710-8787

  Credit Cards
Accepted

Free 
Estimates

All-Green Tree Service
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED
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WE BUY RIDING MOWERS, John 
Deere, Cub Cadet, Kubota, Crafts-
man, etc, We will buy it running or
not. Give us a call at 256-275-2276

VETERANS               
with 50% or more service-      

related disability may qualify 
for a $6,800 grant for a walk-

in shower.  Call Patrick today! 
256-627-8007

TIRED OF PAYING HIGH PRICES
FOR AUTO REPAIRS? Call 256-
810-2337 If no answer - leave a
message. I will call you back.

LEXUS: IS 250, 2011  $4,500. F 
Sport. Rebuilt Title 225k Hwy miles. 
Financing available. 256-702-4296

FIREWOOD OAK-HICKORY 
Seasoned, $150 load, delivered   
256-412-4840 or 256-602-7510 
Tuscumbia, Also two 18 ton 

Feed Bins For Sale

Oakley’s Painting         
& Remodeling  

• Carpentry  • New Construction 
Residential & Commercial       

Licensed & Insured  
No Job Too Big or Too Small  

Best Prices in Town!  
256-627-0448 or 256-415-8192

WE BUY ZERO TURN RIDING
MOWERS. All brands, Hustler,
Walker, Troy-Bilt, John Deere, Cub
Cadet, etc. Running or not. Any
condition 256-275-2276

SKID STEER WORK, Mini-X Work, 
Dirt Work, Mulching, Clean-up
Work, Excavating, Water line instal-
lation. No job too big or too small.
Licensed & insured. Owner/Opera-
tor Vince Lewis 256-710-7085

CHEVROLET: SUBURBAN, 2015  
$14,500. Fully loaded. 2WD 190k 
miles. Financing Available. 256-
702-4296
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SILVER, GOLD, STERLING 
SILVER FLATWARE, 

JEWELRY & COINS. 60 years 
experience 

220 W. Tennessee St., Flo-
rence.  

Call for appt. 
256-443-2439

FREE 1-GAL. GLASS JUGS with lids Call
Jerry 256-247-0218 Rogersville/Elgin 

See LETTERS... on Page 10

TOM MAGAZZU
Editor

In A 
Few 

Words

Comments do not necessarily represent those of the 
Courier Journal staff, its advertisers, or its readers.

THIS WEEK

in the

February 18, 2026

HappeningHappening

Your Courier Journal welcomes tastefully presented 
typed or neatly written letters to be published as space 
allows. Letters may refer to timely matters of local, state, or 
national interest or any topic of concern or interest. Letters must 
include name, address and phone number for verification.  (Only 
name and town will be published.) Letters are subject to editing. 
Please limit to 400 words.  All letters become the property of 
the Courier Journal and may not necessarily reflect opinions of 
the Courier Journal staff, its advertisers, or a majority of readers.  

   • by Mail, in Person, or Mail Slot    
    Editor-Courier Journal  
    219 W. Tennessee St., Florence, AL 35630

   • e-mail: editor@courierjournal.net 
   • FAX- 256-760-9618  

LettersYOUR

Commentary

Shoals

See A $2.50 COIN?...  on Page 20

Visit www.roarlions.com for full team schedules and ticket information

MEN’S BASKETBALLMEN’S BASKETBALL MEN’S BASEBALLMEN’S BASEBALL

WOMEN’S BASKETBALLWOMEN’S BASKETBALL

FEB. 18 • 6PMFEB. 18 • 6PM vs Queensvs Queens
U. of Charlotte at Flowers HallU. of Charlotte at Flowers Hall

FEB. 18 • 5:30PMFEB. 18 • 5:30PM at Bellarmineat Bellarmine

FEB. 21 • 4PMFEB. 21 • 4PM
at Lipscomb Nashville,TNat Lipscomb Nashville,TN

FEB. 21 • 6PMFEB. 21 • 6PM
vsvs Lipscomb at Flowers HallLipscomb at Flowers Hall

Pink Game/Healthcare Appreciation NightPink Game/Healthcare Appreciation Night

FEB 20 • 12:30PM & FEB 21 • 9AMFEB 20 • 12:30PM & FEB 21 • 9AM vs Loyola Chicagovs Loyola Chicago
FEB 21 • 11:30AMFEB 21 • 11:30AM vs West Georgiavs West Georgia
FEB 22 • 11:15 AMFEB 22 • 11:15 AM vs UT Martinvs UT Martin 1:30PM1:30PM South AlabamaSouth Alabama

WOMEN’S SOFTBALLWOMEN’S SOFTBALL
South Alabama Invitational - Mobile, ALSouth Alabama Invitational - Mobile, AL

at Mike Lane Field:at Mike Lane Field:

FEB 18 • 3PMFEB 18 • 3PM vs Murray Statevs Murray State
FEB 20 • 3 PM, FEB 21• 2 PMFEB 20 • 3 PM, FEB 21• 2 PM
& FEB 22 • 1 PM& FEB 22 • 1 PM vs Saint Louisvs Saint Louis

FEB 24 • 4PMFEB 24 • 4PM at Samford Birminghamat Samford Birmingham

DENTISTRY FROM THE 
HEART – DR. JAMES 
RYERSON, will provide 
dentistry to the patients in our 
area at no charge on Friday, 
Feb 20. Your choice of a 
cleaning, extraction, or filling 
- 7am-5pm, First come, first 
served at Ryerson & Associates, 
DMD, 1013 E. Avalon Ave. in 
Muscle Shoals – 256-381-2100.

THE 4TH ANNUAL SHOALS 
SCALE BACK is set for 
Saturday, February 21 from 
1-4:30pm at the Harvest 
Mitchell Gym (Burrell Slater 
School) in Florence, Hosted 
by Council President Kaytrina 
Simmons, Susan Bently, Dr. 
Javar Myatt-Jones, and City of 
Florence Parks & Rec. 

THE GERALD WILLIAMS 
COOPERATIVE GARDEN 
PROGRAM is underway for 
2026. The FREE program 
though Community Action 
Agency of Northwest Alabama's 
offers FREE vegetable garden 
supplies to help qualifying 
residents wishing to grow their 
own gardens.
Sign up dates begin February 
19 with a March 20 deadline. 
Call 256-248-1921 from 1-4pm 
Monday-Friday to sign up. 
Participants in the program 
must reside in Lauderdale, 
Colbert or Franklin counties and 
have a household monthly gross 
income that does not exceed 
the amounts listed below.
• 1 person household - $1,956
• 2-person household - $2,644
• 3-person household - $3,331
• 4-person household - $4,019
• $688 for each added person.

We Have Had Enough
To The Editor,

As I watch what Don Trump is trying 
to do to our democracy, I see that he is 
failing to become “a King” because people, 
both Democrats and Republicans, are saying, 
"Hold on Donnie, we like our democracy that 
has held true for 250 years, and you are not 
going to take it away."
I see people protesting in the streets. I see 

people standing up and talking truth to 
power. I see democrats winning in districts 
and states that Donnie Boy won by double 
digits.
I see people in Alabama finally realizing that 

they have lost their healthcare and Trump 
could not care less. They still see food prices 
going up. They worry about what they will 
do when their babies get sick and their only 

option for care is to go to the emergency 
room.
So, Don, when you try to become a “Dictator” 

you are going to find out that, We The People, 
will not simply hand over our freedoms, 
rights, and way of life that Americans have 
died to protect. We aren’t buying what you 
are selling any more.
You and your crime family need to look for 

a country that has no extradition treaty with 
the United States, because at the end of your 
reign of terror on our country you will need 
to go someplace safe that will protect you. If 
you stay here you, and your crime family, will 
wind up in prison - where you need to be.
Don, We the People, have had ENOUGH 

of you.

Larry J. Smith
Florence

A

See ON TV...  on Page 18

press release arrived last week 
from Robert Aderholt's office with 
details about bi-partisan effort of 
which he is a cosponsor, to produce 
a commemorative $2.50 coin for 
the America 250 

celebration later 
this year.  

That's a potentially unifying 
gesture, but, with all due 
respect, it seems like a huge 
waste of time and expense. 

Will it be truly distinctive 
from other coinage in 
diameter, weight, thickness? 
Will it be silver, gold, or bronze 
in color? Or a combination? 
With a decent value, how 
attractive/easy will it be to 
counterfeit that coin? I wonder 
how those efforts will be 
countered. 

I am curious as to how much 
that will cost to design and mint in limited 
numbers so quickly? Regardless, apparently, it 
can happen quickly if we want it to.  

Will it be more of a jewelry box novelty 
even before the year ends, or will it stay in 
circulation?

That reminds me of another, more 

FLORENCE – The Florence Arts & Museums' 
Storytime at the Museum series continues with an 
all-age family invite.  Children’s literature will be 
featured, focusing on the Chickasaw animal story 
of a possum on Friday, February 20, from 10-11am 
at the Florence Mound Museum. 

The story read aloud will be A Possum’s Tale, 
a Retelling of a Southeastern Native American 
Tale, by award-winning Chickasaw storyteller 
and artist, Amy Bruton Bluemel, in her first book. 
After listening to the story, families will have the 
opportunity to create a googly-eyed possum to 
take home or display in the museum. 

This program is sponsored by Florence Arts 
& Museums and will be free to the public. The 
Florence Mound Museum is located at 1028 S. 
Court Street in Florence. For more information, 
call FAM’s central office at 256-760-6379 or the 
Florence Mound & Museum desk at 256-760-6427.

. . . Co-mingling 
your personal and 
business finances 
could result in 
you forfeiting the 
legal protections 
provided by 
your business 
structure . . . 

“
A $2.50 Coin? And 
the Tubman $20??

MUSCLE SHOALS –The Muscle 
Shoals Jr. Theatre proudly presents 
Disney’s Frozen Jr., a popular story 
about two sisters who undertake an 
adventure full of magic, snow, and 
new friendships. 

Muscle Shoals Jr. Theatre is 
composed of talented students from 
kindergarten to 8th grade who 
perform at a professional level and 
are excited to perform in the newly 
renovated MSHS Auditorium.

Show dates are Friday & Saturday, 
February 20 and 21 at 6pm,  
and Sunday, 
February 22  
at 2:30pm

A Possum's Tale 
at the Mound

This book is about 
a possum's daily 
interactions with 
neighboring animals 
along the Mississippi 
River and how his tail 
got its unique features.

Presentation by 
JR. THEATRE

Tickets may be purchased at 
GoFan.co (Search Muscle Shoals 
                     High School.)
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Shoals Primary Care

Dr. Brad
Ginevan
is Welcoming
New Patients
in Sheffield

Monday-Thursday • 8am - 5pm

342 Cox Boulevard
Sheffield

256-383-4473
shoalsprimarycarellc.com

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED • MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

Walk-ins are Welcome

67
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Alabama Spine & Pain
Pavan Telang, MD

Board Certified & Fellowship Trained in Interventional Pain Medicine.

256-712-2422
3907 Peach St. • Florence, AL

Behind Clearview Cancer Center

alabamaspineandpain.com

Specializing in Advanced Management of
Back and Neck Pain Not Involving Surgery or Opioids

No Referral Required

66
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Proudly serving the
Shoals for 12 years.

Thankful for our
community & patients.• Small Business Support

• Home & Home Office Support
• Computer Training & Repair
• Virus Removal
• Home & Office Networking
• Home Entertainment Setup

Contact Jacob Frye, the IT Guy 
“Your Personal IT Professional”
Certified all-in-one computer service specialist
256-924-3000
  www.fryetechit.com | jacob.frye@fryetechit.com | on

FryeTech IT 
Services

SPORTS CARD 
SHOW 

Sat., Jan. 17th 
8am- 2pm 
Clarion Inn 

Sheffield, AL 
Call 256-412-2184 

for more info.

IVEY’S DRYWALL 
Hang & Finish Sheetrock,  

Removal of Popcorn & Painting. 
Free Estimates, 29 years      

experience. Call 256-366-5631

SILVER, GOLD, STERLING 
SILVER FLATWARE, 

JEWELRY & COINS. 60 years 
experience 

220 W. Tennessee St., Flo-
rence.  

Call for appt. 
256-443-2439

MATTHEWS TREE 
SERVICE 

(Shoals Area) 
•Stump Grinding •Tree 

Trimming •Tree Removal 
Licensed, Bonded, Insured 

BBB Accredited 
Steven Matthews, Owner 

256-483-5918

FREE 1-GAL. GLASS JUGS with lids Call
Jerry 256-247-0218 Rogersville/Elgin 

FREE FIREWOOD,                           al-
ready cut to length, some walnut, you load 
& haul, Call 256—318-2368 Decatur

FORD: EXPEDITION EL, 2017  
$8,500. XLT 4WD Leather, Nav sys-
tem, Entertainment Pkg, Remote 
Start, SYNC, Satellite Radio, Blind 
Spot Alert, Backup Camera, Re-
verse sensing system, Power third 
row, Moon roof, Electric Running 
Boards, Heated/Cooled seats, etc. 
196,445 miles. 256-443-4839 

HEADLINER IN YOUR HAIR?  
We Can Fix It! In stock colors only. 

Call 256-335-5562  

TIRED OF PAYING HIGH PRICES
FOR AUTO REPAIRS? Call 256-
810-2337 If no answer - leave a
message. I will call you back.

2014 HONDA CRV-EXL, One
Owner, Clean, New Tires, light
brown with beige leather interior,
negotiable, Call or Text 256-387-
0022 or 256-443-6774

CHIHUAHUA PUPPIES, REGISTERED 
AND full blooded, females, $735 + males, 
$630. Call Ralph 256-303-2406. We de-
liver! 

GMC: SIERRA, 2016  $13,500. obo. Z71 
4x4 Has Shudder Torque Converter Vibra-
tion, but runs and drives. 256-702-4296

ALABAMA CRACK MAN  
William James Greenlee III 

Extra Mile Brick,  
“ALL MASONRY REPAIR”      

•Fireplace •Chimney •Firebox 
•Cracked Walls •Loose Brick     

•Driveway Cracks •Steps •Tuck   
Pointing •Cracked Brick •Stucco 
•Stone Work •Concrete •Historic 

Restoration,  
82nd AIRBORNE INFANTRY  

Combat Veteran  
256-797-5281

WHITLOCK 
 REMODELING 

Do-it-All Handyman! 
Sunrooms, Flooring,  

Painting, interior/exterior,      
Windows & Doors, Drywall     

hanging/finishing, Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, Vinyl Siding, 
Porches. 256-349-3703      

NWTF HUNTING 
HERITAGE EVENT 

Northwest AL 
2/28/2026 

Doors Open 6:00 p.m. 
Florence-Lauderdale Coliseum 

702 Veterans Drive 
Florence, AL 35630 
Single Tickets - $60 
Couple Ticket - $80 

Sponsor Ticket - $300 
Jake Ticket - $20 

Avoid the line! Buy your ticket 
online at events.nwtf.org/ 

EVT-198844/tickets

HappeningHappening
Shoals

Call Tara

619-322-3349

Muscle Shoals & 
Surrounding Area

67
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• Drop In Visits 

• Dog Walks

• Overnight In           
   Home Boarding
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n Heinkel, M.D. Family
Practice

Luke 10:27

Welcoming new
patients for primary care.

Don

p
Office Hours: Monday–Thursday 8am-5pm • Fridays 8am–Noon

2410 E. Avalon Ave • Muscle Shoals
www.avalonmedshoals.com

256-386-0808

Allyson Johnson, CRNP and a
team of caring professionals

67
80
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• Pick-Up & Delivery • 24-hour Rain Guarantee • Satisfaction Guaranteed
www.melvinsonthespot.com

Gift
Certificates
Available

Gift
Certificates
Available

CLIP THIS
COUPON!

C
L
IP

T
H
IS

C
O
U
P
O
N
!

w/coupon only. Wednesday only.
*Limited Pickup & Delivery Area. Expires Tuesday, 2/24/2026

256-767-3366 OR

256-335-8885 (Cell)

C
L
IP

T
H
IS

C
O
U
P
O
N
!
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659 South Poplar Street, Florence
(Conveniently Located in Downtown Florence Off  Veterans Drive)

256-718-0901 • Mon.-Fri. 10am-4pm, Sat. 10am-2pm
www.facebook.com/SVDPFlorence

Help Us, Help Others  

St. Vincent de Paul 
THRIFT STORE 
Serving Families of the Shoals

1/2 OFF
68

16
21
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BOOKS & 
MEDIA

February is Tinnitus
Awareness Month, a time
dedicated to shedding light on
a condition that affects millions
of people. Tinnitus is often
described as ringing, buzzing,
humming, or hissing in the
ears — and for those who
experience it, the sound can
be constant, distracting, and
frustrating.

While tinnitus currently
has no cure, there is
encouraging news: there
are many effective ways to
manage it and reduce its
impact on daily life. One of
the most important things to
understand is that tinnitus
is frequently connected to
hearing loss. In many cases,
treating the underlying hearing
loss can significantly reduce
tinnitus symptoms.

At Alabama Hearing
Associates, I often work
with patients who assumed
they would simply have to
“live with” tinnitus. Many
are surprised to learn that
hearing aids alone can
provide meaningful relief. By
improving access to external
sounds, the brain no longer
focuses as intensely on the
internal noise of tinnitus,
making it less noticeable over
time.

For individuals who need
additional support, there
are other treatment options
available. Sound therapy,
counseling-based approaches,
and customized management
plans can all play a role in
helping patients find relief.

Tinnitus affects each person
differently, which is why
personalized care is so
important.

Living with tinnitus can take
an emotional toll, affecting
concentration, sleep, and
overall well-being. Addressing
it early can make a significant
difference. With proper
evaluation and guidance, many
people find their symptoms
become far more manageable
than they ever expected.

As someone who grew up
in Florence, I’m committed to
helping our local community
understand that tinnitus is not
something you have to face
alone. Whether tinnitus is
mild or severe, occasional or
constant, there are answers —
and help is available.

If you’re experiencing
ringing or other persistent
sounds in your ears, Tinnitus
Awareness Month is a perfect
time to take action. Schedule
a comprehensive hearing
evaluation with Alabama
Hearing Associates and I’d love
to help you explore solutions
that bring clarity, comfort, and
relief.

433 N Pine St, Florence, AL
(256) 740-8383

alabamahearing.net

Paid Business Advertorial

Understanding Tinnitus
and Finding Relief

DIAL- 2-1-1
TEXT- your zip code to 898-211
CHAT- 211connectsAlabama.org 

Letters...

Small Business Owners Should 
Separate Finances: 3 Reasons 

Continued from Page 8

Editor,

Separating your business 
and personal finances 
is one of the smartest 
(and simplest) steps 
you can take to protect 
your business, your 
sanity, and your future. 
Whether you’re a brand 
new business owner or 
have been operating for 
years, here’s why financial 
separation matters.
 Dividing your business 

and personal finances 
simplifies accounting, 
protects personal assets, 
and establishes credibility.
 1) Separate accounts 

make bookkeeping and 
tax filing easier. When 
business and personal 
funds are mixed, it 
becomes very difficult 

to track which expenses 
are legitimate business 
deductions and which 
can lead to higher tax 
payments. It also lets you 
see missed deductions 
and avoid extra scrutiny 
from tax authorities.
 2) Co-mingling your 

personal and business 
finances could result in 
you forfeiting the legal 
protections provided by 
your business structure. 
The corporate veil doctrine 
protects your personal 
assets from potential 
business lawsuits, but this 
protection is void as soon 
as you use your business 
account for personal 
expenses or vice versa.
 3) If your business 

requires a loan, lenders 
and banks will require 
clear financial records to 
determine your business’s 
financial health. If your 
personal and business 
funds are tangled, it can 
raise red flags about how 
your business is managed 
to banks and investors 
alike. Separate financials 
build confidence that your 
company is legitimate, 
organized, and ready to 
grow.

Kim Preston
Lending Services Director,
Center for Rural Affairs
Lyons, NE
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Quantity Rights Reserved • None Sold to Dealers • WIC & Food Stamps Accepted
Not Responsible For Typographical or Pictorial Errors

Home-Owned, Home-Operated

MarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplace
Supermarkets

Family Pack
SHOULDER

STEAK
$599

Lb.

68
03
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AD GOOD FEB. 18-24, 2026AD GOOD FEB. 18-24, 2026

$1099
Lb.

$649
Lb.Lb.

$649
1 Lb.

COOKEDCOOKED
SHRIMPSHRIMP
21/25

PreferredPreferred
Angus BeefAngus Beef

BONELESSBONELESS
TOPTOP
ROUNDROUND
ROASTROAST

Preferred Angus BeefPreferred Angus Beef

T-BONET-BONE
STEAKSTEAK Family PaFamily P

ff

PackPack

$1299
Lb.Lb.

Family Pack
TOP ROUND

STEAK
$699

Lb.

Prairie FreshPrairie Fresh WHOLEWHOLE
BOSTON BUTTBOSTON BUTT
PORK ROASTPORK ROAST

$199
SUSHI

Made Fresh
DAILY at our

Killen
Location

CARA CARA ORCARA CARA OR
MINNEOLAMINNEOLA
ORANGESORANGES
3 Lbs.3 Lbs.

$499

FreshFresh

GROUND ROUNDGROUND ROUND
85% Lean - Family Pack85% Lean - Family Pack

$199

Red Or BlackRed Or Black
SEEDLESSSEEDLESS
GRAPESGRAPES
Lb.Lb.

Lb.Lb.

FreshFresh
GREENGREEN
CABBAGECABBAGE
Lb.Lb.

49¢$299

U.S. #1U.S. #1
RED ORRED OR
GOLDGOLD
POTATOESPOTATOES
5 Lbs.5 Lbs.

22//$$77

DominoDomino
SUGARSUGAR
4 Lbs.4 Lbs.

9999¢¢

Hunt’sHunt’s
PASTA SAUCEPASTA SAUCE

24 Oz.24 Oz.

$$449999$

NabiscoNabisco CHIPS AHOY,CHIPS AHOY,
OREO, NILLA WAFERS,OREO, NILLA WAFERS,
RITZ, WHEAT THINS ORRITZ, WHEAT THINS OR

TRISCUITSTRISCUITS Family SizeFamily Size

33//$$1010
NiagaraNiagara
WATERWATER

24 Pk. .5 Liters24 Pk. .5 Liters

22//$$66
White LilyWhite Lily

FLOUR OR MEALFLOUR OR MEAL
5 Lbs.5 Lbs.

$$339999

Minute MaidMinute Maid
ORANGE JUICEORANGE JUICE

59 Oz.59 Oz.

Martha White
MUFFIN

MIX

4/$5
7 Oz.
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TUSCUMBIA 103 West 1st Street • 7am-11pm • 256-383-9425
FORD CITY FOODLAND River Road • 7am-10pm • 256-446-5842
ELGIN CROSSROADS ELGIN Forest Plaza • 7am-11pm • 256-247-1958
ROGERSVILLE Rogersville Shopping Ctr. • 7am-11pm • 256-247-1805

KILLEN 1161 Hwy. 72 • 7am-11pm • 256-757-2002
FLORENCE 1708 Darby Dr. • 7am-10pm • 256-767-2227
MUSCLE SHOALS 3001 Woodward. • 7am-11pm • 256-381-7277

3413 Woodward Ave. • 7am-11pm • 256-978-6093
SHEFFIELD Foodland Plus • 106 Towne Plaza • 7am-10pm • 256-381-6552

Supermarkets

AD GOOD FEB. 18-24, 2026AD GOOD FEB. 18-24, 2026
Prices Good At These Locations ONLY!Prices Good At These Locations ONLY!

Pick up a copy of this ad in a Courier
Journal at our store OR go online

to Foodlandgrocery.com

68
03

12
-1

2/$6

DAIRY &DAIRY & FROZENFROZEN
Sanderson FarmsSanderson Farms
FreshFresh CHICKENCHICKEN
DRUMSTICKS ORDRUMSTICKS OR
THIGHSTHIGHS Family PackFamily Pack

COUNTRY STYLECOUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS ORPORK RIBS OR
PORK STEAKSPORK STEAKS
Family PackFamily Pack

$$116969
Lb.Lb.

$$227979
Lb.Lb.

Pearl MillingPearl Milling
SYRUPSYRUP 24 Oz.24 Oz. OROR
PANCAKE MIXPANCAKE MIX
2 Lbs.2 Lbs.

2/$4

Mtn. Dew, Sunkist,Mtn. Dew, Sunkist,
Starry OrStarry Or
PEPSIPEPSI
2 Liters2 Liters

ZestaZesta
SALTINESSALTINES

16 Oz.16 Oz.

2 Lbs.

2/$7

Mtn. Dew, Sunkist,Mtn. Dew, Sunkist,
Starry OrStarry Or
PEPSIPEPSI
12 Pk. 12 Oz. Cans12 Pk. 12 Oz. Cans12 Pk. 12 Oz. Cans12 Pk. 12 Oz. Cans

$699

Previously Frozen Tray PackPreviously Frozen Tray Pack
BONELESS SKINLESSBONELESS SKINLESS
CHICKENCHICKEN
BREASTBREAST

WrightWright
STACK PACKSTACK PACK
BACONBACON

Hillshire Farm Ultra Thin AssortedHillshire Farm Ultra Thin Assorted
ROAST BEEF, HAM,ROAST BEEF, HAM,
HARD SALAMI,HARD SALAMI,
OR TURKEYOR TURKEY

Bar SBar S
BOLOGNABOLOGNA
RegularRegular
Or ThickOr Thick

Bar SBar S
FRANKSFRANKS
Red OrRed Or
Bun LengthBun Length

$$224949
Lb.Lb.

$$12129999
40 Oz.40 Oz.

$$446969
7-9 Oz.7-9 Oz.55//$$55 12 Oz.12 Oz.

55//$$55 12 Oz.12 Oz.

That’s SmartThat’s Smart
VEGETABLEVEGETABLE
OILOIL
40 Oz.40 Oz40 Oz.40 Oz.

2/$4 $999 $799

Tide SimplyTide Simply
LIQUIDLIQUID

DETERGENTDETERGENT
105-117 Oz.105-117 Oz.

Maxwell HouseMaxwell House
K-CUPSK-CUPS
COFFEECOFFEE
10 Ct.10 Ct.

Blue BellBlue Bell
ICE CREAMICE CREAM

1/2 Gallons1/2 Gallons

MEATMEAT

$649

2/$7

Old El PasoOld El Paso
DINNERDINNER
KITSKITS
9-12 Oz.9-12 Oz.

Liberty Creek
WINE 1.5 Liters

$899

Not Available At AllNot Available At All Locations!Locations!

Little DebbieLittle Debbie CREME PIES,CREME PIES,
HONEY BUNS, COSMICHONEY BUNS, COSMIC

BROWNIES, NUTTY BARSBROWNIES, NUTTY BARS
OR SWISS ROLLSOR SWISS ROLLS Family PacksFamily Packs

10 Ct.10 Ct.

$699

$$229999

Food Club
SOUR CREAM
16 Oz. ...............................

Crav’n ICE CREAM
BARS OR
SANDWICHES 12 Ct. ...

$$119999 $$339999

Wide Awake
COFFEE
CREAMER 32 Oz. .....

$$229999

Blue Bonnet
MARGARINE 45 Oz.

Food Club
JUMBO
BISCUITS 8 Ct.

Edwards CREAM
OR PECAN
PIES 25-32 Oz. ...........22//$$55 $$669999

Miller High Life
BEER 12 Pk. Cans Or Bottles

$1199
BEER & WINEBEER & WINE

Golden Flake, UTZGolden Flake, UTZ
Or Zapp’sOr Zapp’s
CHIPSCHIPS
7-8 Oz.7-8 Oz.7-8 Oz.7 8 Oz.

2/$5

3/$10

MaruchanMaruchan
RAMENRAMEN

NOODLESNOODLES
12 Pk.12 Pk.

S ROLLSS ROLLS Family PacksFamily Packs

2/$5

2/$5

On the BorderOn the Border
TORTILLATORTILLA

CHIPSCHIPS
8-12 Oz.8-12 Oz.

EGGO
WAFFLES
10 Ct. ......................22//$$66

$$337979
1 Lb. Roll1 Lb. Roll

Bota Box
WINE 3 Liters

$1999

Charmin EssentialsCharmin Essentials TOILETTOILET
PAPERPAPER 99 RollsRolls Or BountyOr Bounty

EssentialsEssentials PAPER TOWELSPAPER TOWELS
6 Double Rolls6 Double Rolls

2/$7

CHEETOS ORCHEETOS OR
FRITOSFRITOS
6-10 Oz.6-10 Oz.

Mtn. Dew,
Sunkist, Starry
Or PEPSI

2/$12
8 Pk. 12 Oz. Btls.

Hillshire Farm
SANDWICHES
2 Ct. ..................................

$$449999

WilliamsWilliams
SAUSAGESAUSAGE
Mild Or HotMild Or Hot

Mtn. Dew, Sunkist,Mtn. Dew, Sunkist,
Starry OrStarry Or PEPSIPEPSI

6 Pk. .5 Liters Or6 Pk. .5 Liters Or
10 Pk. Mini Cans10 Pk. Mini Cans

3/$12

Busch Light
BEER 18 Pk. Cans

$1499
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256-284-7706 • www.hamiltonfamilyurgentcare.com

OPEN 7 DAYS :
Mon. - Fri. 8am-8pm;

Sat. 8am-8pm; Sun. 2pm-6pm

Accepting New Patients

Convenient Online Registration • Most Insurance Accepted Including Medicare and Medicaid

Thanks for voting us #1 Urgent Care Walk-In-Facility!

RE
AD

ERS
’CHOICE

Tim
es
Da

ily

2024

Covid Testing • Televisits Available •We See Kids! • On Site X-Ray

MUSCLE SHOALSMUSCLE SHOALS
108 Avalon Ave.108 Avalon Ave.

Welcoming Beth Raper, CRNP
to our New Primary Care
Service in Muscle Shoals.
Call for an appointment.
Our Other Locations:
FLORENCE • 3515 Cloverdale Rd.
KILLEN • 343 Hwy. 72
MOULTON • 12490 AL-157

64
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FLORENCE PAINTINGFLORENCE PAINTING
AND DRYWALL LLCAND DRYWALL LLC

We offer professional painting services including
Interior and Exterior House Painting,

Drywall Repair, Deck and Fence Staining
Pressure Washing and More

Over 30 years’ experience,
Call Today for FREE ESTIMATE
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

256-577-0730

QUALITY FOUNDATION
And All Types of Home Improvement

Home Owned & Operated in the Shoals by Wayne Lawhorn

Let Us Add Stability to Your Flooring

FREE
Estimate

Solid Steel Jacks

AFTER37 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

256-767-5258

67
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Tourism. “I’ll have my full 
band, and I’ll be doing 
some acoustic stuff. I’ll do 
some pop songs I had that 
were hits, some country 
tunes that were hits, some 
Christian things. It’ll be a 
great night.”

LeBlanc’s rise began 
when producer and 
guitarist Pete Carr 
encouraged him to move to 
Muscle Shoals during one 
of the most influential eras 
in American recording 
history. LeBlanc quickly 
became a sought-after 
bassist and background 
vocalist, contributing to 
projects by Hank Williams 
Jr., Crystal Gayle, Etta 
James, Shenandoah, Ricky 
Skaggs, Sawyer Brown, 
The Supremes, Joan Baez, 
Amy Grant, and Roy 
Orbison.

After signing to Atlantic 
Records as part of the duo 
LeBlanc & Carr, success 
came quickly with the 
release of the romantic 
ballad “Falling,” which 
was later named one 
of Billboard’s all-time 
favorite Top 40 hits. After 
numerous television 

appearances, including 
American Bandstand and 
The Midnight Special, a 
national tour opening for 
Lynyrd Skynyrd was on 
the books. In 1977, shortly 
after the tour began, 
tragedy struck the Skynyrd 
band when their plane 
crashed, abruptly putting 
LeBlanc’s plans on hold.

LeBlanc went on to 
record with Capitol 
Records and later shifted 
toward Christian music, 
writing songs that have 
become staples for 
churches, choirs, and 
worship artists around the 
world. 

Colbert County 
Tourism President and 
CEO Susann Hamlin 
said the concert is an 
opportunity to experience 
a legendary local artist 
during a historic moment 
for the nation.

“We are so excited to 
have Lenny perform at 
the Ritz and add to our 
celebration of America’s 
250th birthday,” Hamlin 
said. “The Muscle Shoals 
story has influenced 
American culture in a 

Continued from Page 1

LeBlanc at The Ritz...

powerful way. This show 
gives us a chance to honor 
that history and share it 
with our community.”

“It is always special to 
play in a place that shaped 
so much of my life and 
career,” LeBlanc added. 

Tickets are expected 
to sell quickly due to 
the exclusivity of the 
appearance and LeBlanc’s 
strong local and national 
following.

TICKET INFORMATION
All seating is general 

admission and first come 
first serve.

• Orchestra seating 
(downstairs): $30

• Balcony seating 
(upstairs): $25

• Handicap accessible 
seating is available by 
calling 256-383-0783

Your receipt will serve 
as your ticket. Will Call 
will also have each ticket 
holder’s name on file. 

Tickets may be 
purchased online at 
colbertcountytourism.org 
or in person at Colbert 
County Tourism and the 

Sheffield Public Library. 
For more information, call 
256-383-0783.

Proceeds benefit the 
Ritz Theatre and the 
Sheffield Public Library.  

NEAL’S LAWNCARE  
• Leaf Removal  • Handyman 

Free Estimates 256-284-8243 
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Monday-Thursday 8am - 5pm • Friday 8am-Noon

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED • MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

Walk-ins are
Also Welcome

2122 Helton Drive
Florence

256-415-8680
Fax: 256-367-4990

shoalsprimarycarellc.com

is welcomingiiss wweellccoommiinngg
New Patients atNNeeww PPaattiieennttss aatt

Shoals Primary CareShoals Primary Care
2122 Helton Drive

Florence

Dr. Reid Melson, DODr. Reid Melson, DO
Internal MedicineInternal Medicine

67
799
95
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MMMUUULLLTTTIIIPPPLLLYYY
YYYOOOUUURRR
MMMOOONNNEEEYYY
WWWWWWIIIIIITTTTTTHHHHHHH
LIIISTTTEEERRRHHHIIILLLLLL'''SSS
GGGRRROOOWWWTTTHHH
CCCHHHEEECCCKKKIIINNNGGG

MULTIPLY
YOUR
MONEY
WITH
LISTERHILL'S
GROWTH
CHECKING

Federally insured by NCUA

listerhill.com/growth

WE BUY LATE MODEL WRECKS AND SELL USED AUTO PARTS

WE CARRY ENGINES, TRANSMISSIONS,
ALTERNATORS, STARTERS, A/C

COMPRESSORS,WHEELS, AND ALL BODY PARTS.
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:00 TIL 5:00

IF YOU ARE NOT LOOKING FOR US, YOU WILL NOT
SEE US. BELIEVE IT OR NOT WE HAVE THOUSANDS

OF WRECKED VEHICLES ON 20 ACRES

256-766-2149
1-800-851-1176

350 Co. Rd. 357
Florence, AL 35633

WE BUY LATE MODEL WRECKS AND SELL USED AUTO PARTS
BEVIS USED AUTO PARTS

ALL In Stock Alternators, Starters and
Air Conditioner Compressors

WITH THIS COUPON

On Sale
For $50 Plus Tax*

*ExxExchange required. this coupon comes with a 1 year warrantyyty. However this coupon is required
to take advantage of this deal. One coupon per customer per day. Coupon expires 10-31-2026

with 50% or more service-
connected disability may 
qualify for a $6,800 grant 

for a walk-in shower.
Call Patrick today! 256-627-8007

VETERANSVETERANS

MATTHEWS TREE 
SERVICE 

(Shoals Area) 
•Stump Grinding •Tree 

Trimming •Tree Removal 
Licensed, Bonded, Insured 

BBB Accredited 
Steven Matthews, Owner 

256-483-5918

STATE CERTIFIED 
ELECTRICIAN 

Light Bulbs, Switches, Fixtures, 
Ceiling Fans, Smoke Detectors, 

Appliances, Installation, Problems 
Fixed!  Ron 256-762-7663

STILL IN BOX!!! APPLE PHONE CASES 
Silicone, Tech-21, Apple Gel cases, 10 in 
total. $5 256-263-7636

QUEEN ANNE COFFEE TABLE $60; 2-
Complete four poster twin beds $250; 256-
466-0023 Athens

CONCRETE WORK: DRIVE-
WAYS, SIDEWALKS, Curbs, 
Slabs. No job too big or too small,
30 years of experience. Call or Text 
Peanut 256-980-2208

WE BUY ZERO TURN RIDING
MOWERS. All brands, Hustler,
Walker, Troy-Bilt, John Deere, Cub
Cadet, etc. Running or not. Any
condition 256-275-2276

67
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Notes...
Continued from page 4

See NOTES... page 16

The First Lauderdale County DHR 
Foster and Adopting Fun Day and 
Recruitment is set for Friday, February 
27 from 10am-5pm at Lauderdale County 
DHR, 424 Veterans Drive in Florence. We 
will be serving refreshments and taking part 
in fun games. Please invite your friends and 
family members to this enjoyable event. 
Let’s join forces to help find children a 
stable and loving home until they can either 
safely reunite with their families or establish 
other lifelong relationships!!

There is a large need for foster and 
adoptive homes across the state. Did 
you know there are approximately 6,000 
children in Alabama’s foster care system? 
These children and youth need stable, 
loving care until they can either safely 
reunite with their families or establish 
other lifelong relationships. Perhaps you 
can open your heart and open your name 
to a child in foster care and watch the 
seed you sow bloom. 

Foster and Adoptive Parenting Classes 
will begin at 6pm Tuesday, March 10  
at Lauderdale County DHR. If you are 
interested in attending classes or have 
more questions, please call Samantha 
Credille at 256-765-4023 or Kari McCord 
at 256-760-5014. 

Hopewel l  Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church  in Leighton 
is celebrating Black History month 
with a black history fact mentioned each 
Sunday during the month. 

To better involve the youth (up to 18 
years old), a pizza party for ten will be 
given to the person who can provide all 
four facts that will be cited during the 
month. The winner will be able to choose 
their own 10 guests for the pizza party.  

Their answers should be presented 
in writing to Elder Otis Johnson (contact 
number given above) by the end of the 

day on February 22.   In addition - for 
those who may have missed one, or 
cannot be in attendance, each of the 
four facts will be listed on the Hopewell 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church  in 
America Facebook page after each 
Sunday service.

Florence Arts & Museums is 
pleased to announce the return of Art 
Adventures at the Kennedy-Douglass 
Center for the Arts. Join us at Southall 

House at KD this Spring for two new 
presentations by Art Educator Elizabeth 
Renault. 

- March 15 from 2-4p.m. Renault’s 
presentation will focus on Pointillism and 
how color can be used to trick the eyes. 
She will also highlight the artists who 
discovered and practiced these color 
techniques.
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FROZEN SPECIALSPRODUCE SPECIALSDAIRY SPECIALS

BRYANBRYAN

BOLOGNABOLOGNA

Food OutletFood Outlet
Hwy 200 • Central HeightsHwy 200 • Central Heights

256-349-2377256-349-2377
2503 North Wood Ave. • Florence2503 North Wood Ave. • Florence

256-766-0456256-766-0456

This Ad Good February 18-24, 2026This Ad Good February 18-24, 2026

$$449898

$$334848

2/2/$$552/$5
8 OZ.8 OZ. BORDEN CHEESEBORDEN CHEESE

SHREDS OR BARSSHREDS OR BARS

$498
30 OZ.30 OZ. COUNTRY CROCKCOUNTRY CROCK

MARGARINEMARGARINE
$$334848

$$119898$198

LB.LB. SEEDLESS RED ORSEEDLESS RED OR
WHITE GRAPESWHITE GRAPES

$ 8

10 LB. BAG10 LB. BAG
RUSSET POTATOESRUSSET POTATOES

$$449898

5-6 OZ.5-6 OZ.

KINDER’SKINDER’S
SEASONINGSEASONING

$$229898

67
87
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The Price You See On The Shelf, Is What You Pay!The Price You See On The Shelf, Is What You Pay!

TALL CANTALL CAN 14.8 OZ.14.8 OZ.

DOUBLE QDOUBLE Q
PINK SALMONPINK SALMON

We Welcome WIC & Food Stamp ShoppersWe Welcome WIC & Food Stamp Shoppers.. Quantity Rights Reserved. None Sold To Dealers.Quantity Rights Reserved. None Sold To Dealers.

$$338888

LB

$$117878$
USDA WHOLEUSDA WHOLEBONELESSBONELESS

PORKPORK LOINLOIN

15 OZ.15 OZ.

HUNT’SHUNT’S
MANWICHMANWICH

LB.LB.L

$$449898
USDA ANGUSUSDA ANGUS

GROUND CHUCKGROUND CHUCK
FAMILY PACKFAMILY PACK

$$11009898 $$119898
USDA BONELESSUSDA BONELESS

NY STRIPNY STRIP
STEAKSSTEAKS

GRADE A BONELESS FROZENGRADE A BONELESS FROZEN

FRYERFRYER
BREASTSBREASTS

44//$$5544//$$55

7.25 OZ.7.25 OZ. KRAFTKRAFT
MAC &MAC &
CHEESECHEESE

LB SEED

$$449898

$$111818
16 OZ.16 OZ.

FOOD CLUBFOOD CLUB
SPAGHETTISPAGHETTI

$$668888 3/3/$$131333/$13
COKE PRODUCTSCOKE PRODUCTS 6 PK. 1/2 LITERS6 PK. 1/2 LITERS

24 OZ.24 OZ.

$$779898
12 OZ.12 OZ.

$$119898
CONECUHCONECUH

SLICEDSLICED
BACONBACON

$

35-37 OZ. - APPLE OR CHERRY35-37 OZ. - APPLE OR CHERRY
MRS. SMITH’S PIESMRS. SMITH’S PIES

$$334848$348

3 LB. BAG3 LB. BAG GOLDENGOLDEN
DELICIOUS APPLESDELICIOUS APPLES

$$559898$598

25-32 OZ.25-32 OZ. EDWARDSEDWARDS
PECANPECAN OROR CREAM PIESCREAM PIES

LB.LB. LB.LB.

$348

16 OZ.16 OZ. BORDEN CHEESEBORDEN CHEESE
SINGLESSINGLES

$ 98

12 CT. CUPS12 CT. CUPS
BLUE BELL ICE CREAMBLUE BELL ICE CREAM

$688
COKE PRODUCTSCOKE PRODUCTS 12 PK. 12 OZ. CANS12 PK. 12 OZ. CANS

22//$$55

16-24 OZ.16-24 OZ.

RAGU PASTARAGU PASTA
SAUCESAUCE

LB.1
BONELESS PORK CHOPSBONELESS PORK CHOPS $$222828

LB.LB.

firstmetro.com • 256-386-0600
11 Locations Throughout North Alabama

Paid Advertorial

Luke
Fowler

The First Metro Bank Youth Leadership Board
(YLB) is shaping the next generation of leaders by
bringing together high school seniors from across
Colbert and Lauderdale counties. Through monthly
meetings, hands-on learning, and mentorship,
students gain leadership skills, financial knowledge,
and practical experience that will benefit them
long after graduation. Each week, we are excited
to introduce the community to one of these bright
young leaders and share their story.

Featured this week is
Luke Fowler from Mars Hill
Bible School.

Luke is a member of the
state champion football
team at Mars Hill and
also plays baseball. He is
on the Student Council,
is an Alabama Boys State
Representative, a member
of Alabama Capstone
Leadership Academy, and is
the Senior Class Treasurer.
After graduation from
Mars Hill, Luke plans to
study Nursing at Auburn
University. He was an extra

in a movie;
he is a two-
time football
state champion;
he loves
volunteering
at church.

How to more effectively
manage money and better
understand ways we can give
back to our community.

Fun facts about
Luke:

What have you learned as a
member of YLB?:

Shoals Bible Class

• Online lessons - go to ---> 
shoalsbibleclass.worldbibleschool.org
• Postal lessons - Phone 256-766-3617

Study the Bible at your 
own pace.

Online, or by mail

67
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CHEVROLET: C10, 1969   CLASSIC 
PICKUP, long wheel base, chrome rims, 
good tires, body in good shape, runs good, 
some restoration done. Need to sell! 
$16,000 Will take reasonable offer, 256-
275-7569 leave message

NEED HELP AROUND THE
HOUSE? Lawn Care, Hedge Trim-
ming, Leaf Clearing, Help
Moving/Truck & Trailer available.
Text anytime, please call after 5
256-577-9529

JR. LAWSON TREE SERVICE, 
tree trimming, stump grinding,
removal. Licensed & Bonded, Free 
estimates, 256-856-7028
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Our team of experts, including a Board Certified Physician, specialize in the
diagnosis and treatment of leg problems. We utilize the latest technology to

get to the cause of the problem and develop a solution.

Let us help you get back to an active and healthy lifestyle!
For more information or to setup an appointment, please call 256-766-2310.

Restless Legs Varicose Veins
Cramping Aching
Swelling Spider Veins
Burning Tingling
Itching

Discoloration

Heaviness

Hair loss

Do you suffer from...

Restless Legs Varicose Veins
Cramping Aching
Swelling Spider Veins
Burning Tingling
Itching

Discoloration

Heaviness

Hair loss

Do you suffer from...

2095 Florence Blvd., Florence2095 Florence Blvd., Florence
Phone: 256-766-2310 • Fax: 256-768-9956 68

00
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No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services to be performed by other lawyers.
We are a Debt Relief Agency and Attorneys at Law who, where appropriate, help people file for relief under the Bankruptcy Code.

Attorneys Providing Financial Solutions

Bond, Botes, sykstus,
tanner & Mcnutt P.c.

121 S. Court Street, Florence, AL 35630

For more information, visit www.bondnbotes.com

Debt Consolidation/
Bankruptcy
STOP Garnishments/
Repossessions/Foreclosures

Collection Harassment
(FDCPA)
Credit Report Disputes
(FCRA)
Social Security Denials

B. Grant
McNutt

Attorney at Law

Nicholas H.
Gajewski

Attorney at Law

Tanya
McCalpin

Attorney at Law

Decatur
256-355-2447
Huntsville
256-539-9899

Offices Also In:

Haleyville
205-486-3580

FINANCIALLY
STRESSED?

Florence • 256-760-1010

62
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FAMILY TIMES DELI & THRIFTFAMILY TIMES DELI & THRIFT

68
13

84
-13017 N. Jackson Hwy., Sheffield, AL 256-712-8831

Bring your appetite and enjoy
down-home country cooking
at a price that feels like family.

MONDAY
Hamburger Steak
TUESDAY
Pork Chops
WEDNESDAY
Meat Loaf
THURSDAY
Chicken & Dressing
FRIDAY
Ribs/Half Chicken
SATURDAY
Country Fried Steak

Dine in or take out – we’re here to serve you!Dine in or take out – we’re here to serve you!
HOURS:Monday - Friday 10-6 and Saturday 10-3

Mashed Potatoes
Side Salad

Fried Okra Tomatoes
Macaroni & Cheese

Beans

O

Meat &Three Daily SpecialsMeat &Three Daily Specialsecials
Includes
Tea or

Lemonade
k

e Daily Spepe
EVERY
DAY

$1038

Senior
Discount

10%

Choose from theseChoose from these
Classic Sides:Classic Sides:

Notes...
Continued from page 14

See NOTES... page 19

The Creating Hope and 
Opportunity for Our Students’ 
Education (CHOOSE) Act of 2024 
establishes refundable education savings 
accounts (ESAs) for eligible K-12 students 
in Alabama. ESAs provide up to $7,000 
per student for approved private school 
expenses and $2,000 per home schooled 
student (up to $4,000 per family) for 
qualified education costs through 
approved providers.

Dr. Jason Imbrogno, Associate 
Professor, Economics at UNA, will host 
the following free public presentations 
explaining the CHOOSE Act at local 
libraries , including eligibility, how to apply, 
and how families can use the funds. 

Each 30-minute presentation will be 
followed by a Q&A period. The schedule 
is is as follows: Rogersville Public Library 
- Saturday, February 28, 9:30am; 
Sheffield Public Library - Tuesday, March 
3, 9:30am; Florence-Lauderdale Public 
Library - Tuesday, March 3, 5:30pm; 
Killen Public Library - Thursday, March 
5, 1pm; Muscle Shoals Public Library - 
Friday, March 6, 1pm; Cherokee Public 
Library - Thursday, March 12, 1pm; Helen 
Keller Public Library (Tuscumbia) - Friday, 
March 13, 10:30am.

Babies Love the Library every 
Friday in February at 10:30am - Babies 
and caregivers will enjoy this special time 
at the Florence Lauderdale Public Library, 
which Includes music, motion, poetry 
finger plays, and book exploration. Visit 
FLPL.org for more information. 

Black History Program - Monday, 
February 23, 5pm at the Sheffield Public 
Library, 256-386-5633, Free.

There will be small bites/appetizers at 
5 p.m. and the program begins at 6. Pete 
Key will be the keynote speaker.

The John Ford Blues Society - 
Tuesday, February 24, 8:30pm at 
Swampers,10 Hightower Pl, Florence.

About The John Ford Blues Society: 
It’s pre war blues, old school country, 
southern gospel and the history behind 
the music. John Ford assimilates the 
blues of the 1920’s and 30’s, the blues 
of Robert Johnson and Son House, a bit 
of 1940’s country and a pinch of gospel 
rhythm, and comes up with his own brand 
of the roots experience.

Ford has been writing since his early 
teens, growing up in New Richmond, 
Ohio a small river town 20 miles east of 
Cincinnati. “Whether it be a new song I’ve 
written or an old song from the 1930’s, I 
play what I fall in love with.”

Genres: Country Blues, Blues, Delta 
Blues

Hometown: Cincinnati, Ohio
Tickets at bandsintown.com

Join Us Online: courierjournal.net

KOGER LAWN SERVICE              
and Pressure Washing.                
Call 256-366-3133

KOGER LAWN SERVICE              
and Pressure Washing.                
Call 256-366-3133
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BrainsBrains
Wired for BeliefWired for Belief
Article 1 of 3Article 1 of 3

1909 Florence Blvd., Florence

Excellent Service
Expert Advice

I’ve been dealing with a rise 
in scams and scammers. It’s 
been difficult. Recently we 
assisted a gentleman that had 
been scammed out of over 
$100,000. Fortunately, he was 
above the threshold that the 
federal government, FBI, looks 
at before they will 
get involved. Over 
the next three 
articles I want to 
explore some of the 
reason “why” it can 
happen and maybe 
give you some 
tools to prevent 
things like scams 
and disinformation 
from happening to you.

Ever wonder why we get so 
fired up about what our "tribe" 
thinks online? It turns out, long 
before we had smartphones or 
news anchors, humans were just 
small groups huddled around 

campfires. Back then, belonging 
to the group wasn't just about 
having friends—it was a matter 
of life or death. If you were cast 
out, you didn't just deal with 
loneliness; you faced predators, 
starvation, and the elements 
alone.

Because of that pressure, our 
brains developed methods to 
make sure we were aligned or 
at least working in parallel with 
our group, over being 100% 
accurate. This isn't a "glitch" in 

faces in trees or shapes in clouds.  
In fact, uncertainty actually 
triggers the same parts of our 
brain as physical pain, making 
ambiguity feel like a direct threat. 
This is why a clear explanation, 
even if it’s totally wrong, 
comforts us in a way that honest 
uncertainty just can't.

This helps explain why 
conspiracy theories and scams 
are so popular today; they have 
the same psychological "bones" 
as ancient myths. There is a risk 
reward system in place. They 
give us a sense of agency in a 
chaotic world, name an "enemy," 
and restore a sense of order or 
even promise us security. At our 
core, we are still that same tribe 
gathered around the fire, still 
terrified of the dark.

The problem isn't that we 
have these ancient impulses; 
it's that we've unleashed them 
into a modern world where 

our thinking; it’s an evolutionary 
feature. Our brains didn't evolve 
to find abstract truth; they 
evolved to help us survive. If your 
tribe insisted a certain river was 
cursed, you didn't stop to do a 
scientific study, you just drank 
upstream with everyone else. The 
cost of being wrong together was 
manageable, but the cost of being 
right alone was extinction.

We are naturally "meaning-
making" creatures who crave 
patterns. It’s the reason we can see 

information moves at the speed 
of light to anonymous, infinite 
audiences. Our newest, most 
powerful machines are constantly 
triggering the oldest circuits in 
our brains. Essentially, we are 
Paleolithic thinkers trying to 
swim in a massive digital ocean, 
and the water is rising fast.

So stop acting like a caveman 
or cavewoman. These pieces of 
equipment we use daily aren’t 
rocks to bang together, they 
require a more subtle approach, 
and definitely a more informed 
one. When looking at our digital 
world, skepticism is a tool to use 
as well.Martin Dean

by by “The Computer Skeptic”“The Computer Skeptic”

JR. LAWSON TREE SERVICE, 
tree trimming, stump grinding,
removal. Licensed & Bonded, Free 
estimates, 256-856-7028

GOT JUNK OR UNWANTED
ITEMS? Junk Removal and Haul
Away. I’ll move anything. JJ’s Junk
Removal Service, Call or text JJ at
256-648-6916

WE BUY RIDING MOWERS, John 
Deere, Cub Cadet, Kubota, Crafts-
man, etc, We will buy it running or
not. Give us a call at 256-275-2276

TRANSFER VIDEO TAPES &
FILM, before they ruin! DATA
VIDEO TAPING 256-710-0292

CHAIR WITH OTTOMAN, BROY-
HILL, brick red, excellent condition, 
$250. Call 256-318-5400 Decatur

NISSAN: ALTIMA, 2010  $6,995. 
Two door Coupe S 152k miles. Fi-
nancing Available. 256-702-4296

AAA CONCRETE 
 CONCRETE, WALLS,          

Finished Driveways, Sidewalks, 
Porches, Curbs, Steps, Foun-

dations, Bobcat Work, 30 years 
experience, FREE Estimates. 

Call 256-633-8643 or           
256-577-1823

WIREHAIRED “SHORTY” 
JACK RUSSELL Terrier Puppies 
8 weeks old CKC Registered 
pups, tails docked, dew claws re-
moved, dewormed, 1st shots 
$900 each. Call or text 256-275-
0142

1987 CHEVROLET SHORT BED 
PICKUP, 350 engine, overdrive
transmission, runs good, $6,000.
Call or text 256-856-2545 CLASSIFIED FORM ON PAGE 4

ROCKER RECLINER BURGUNDY $60,
oak hope chest $55, 14x28 in ground pool
cover $150 256-436-1123
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885 Florence Blvd. • 256-648-5710
(Four Lane Shopping Center)

Medicare Minute

Ikey Fowler

68
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Before we begin talking about Medicare Part B I would
like to clear up something that was in last week’s article
concerningMedicare Part A. As I stated in the article Part
A has a deductible of $1,736 per benefit period. I also
stated that if you paid into Medicare for 40 quarters that
Part A was free to you. I was referring to the fact that you
would not have to pay a premium to Medicare for Part A,
not that it would exclude you from paying the deductible.

Medicare Part B is the part of Medicare that is billed
when you receive services as an outpatient by a Medicare
approved provider, such as your primary care physician
(PCP) or specialist. Although a visit to your doctor is the
primary way that you will use Medicare Part B, it also
covers many other services. We will discuss the other
services in next week’s article.

If you are turning 65 in 2026, Medicare Part B will have
a premium of $202.90/mo. Because there is a premium
attached toMedicare Part B this coverage is optional.This
means you are not required to enroll in Medicare Part B.
There are two important things to remember about Part
B being optional. First, if you opt out of Part B you will
have no coverage under Medicare for your outpatient
services. Second, if you decide at a later date to enroll
in Part B there can be a late enrollment penalty applied
that will last as long as you live and have Part B. There
are exceptions to the late enrollment penalty that we will
discuss in future articles.

If you have questions regarding any aspect of Medicare
or Medicare health plans feel free call us at Alabama
Health Guidance (256-648-5710), stop by our office at 885
Florence Blvd (Four Lane Shopping Center) or email me
at ikey@alabamahealthguidance.com. Alabama Health
Guidance is an independent insurance agency and is not
affiliated with Medicare or any other government agency.

Medicare Part B

sponsored
by:

Courier Journal
Page-Flip Edition

Always available on our homepage by
sunrise Tuesday morning -

www.CourierJournal.net

Get an
early
look at
next

week’s
issue
with
the...
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Your 1-Stop Headquarters 
for weekly grocery savings!

Thank you for shopping 
with our grocery advertisers.

ST. FLORIANST. FLORIAN

• Super Savings Daily with 
   No Pricing Games
• Wide, Fresh Variety
• Hometown Operations
• Unadvertised Specials
• Personal, Friendly Service
• Courteous, Familiar Faces
• Convenient Parking
• Conveniently Located
• They Share Their Specials 

With You Here Every Week   

Marketplace Marketplace Marketplace Marketplace 

MarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplace
KILLEN

SHEFFIELD

Food Food 
OutletOutlet

Florence • Central HeightsFlorence • Central Heights

MASONRY WORK: Brick, Block,
Fieldstone, all types. Excellent
work. Call Mark, 256-394-2820

FEAZELL’S 
PAINTING SERVICE 

Picture Perfect Results! 
Residential, Repaints, Interior 

& Exterior, Quality Work, 
Exterior surface cleaning. 

Licensed & Insured. 
L.B. Feazell  731-313-4618

MILLER’S TREE 
SERVICE 

Tree Trimming and Removal 
Free Estimates              

Senior Discounts            
Licensed & Insured          

256-710-0548

FULL SIZE ACOUSTIC GUITAR 
$150 OBO Call or text 256-367-
6784. Florence.

CHIMNEY NEED ATTENTION? 
Is it time to clean? Smells, Water,
Animals? Dryer vent cleaning.
Black Hearth Chimney Sweeps
256-710-0292

WE BUY ZERO TURN RIDING
MOWERS. All brands, Hustler,
Walker, Troy-Bilt, John Deere, Cub
Cadet, etc. Running or not. Any
condition 256-275-2276

Continued from Page 8

Commentary 

significant monetary 
change, the idea of which 
has now become a novelty.

Over ten years ago, it 
was announced that for 
the first time, U.S. paper 
currency was going to 
feature a woman on 
an updated $20 bill, a 
suggestion that oddly 
enough may have come 
from an 11-year-old 
Massachusetts girl. 

Many prominent 
women were considered, 
most of whom were 
writers or social activists, 
and all relatively familiar 
names. 

However, President 
Barack Obama confirmed 
the image would be 
Harriet Tubman, who was 
born Araminta Ross. 

I wrote about that 
selection for the first time 
in this space May 
4, 2016, Tubman 
No Token 
Representative , 
(among the 
most recognized 
pieces ever in this 
space).   It wasn't 
my writing; it was my 
subject. (Read about her 

or scan the QR code for 
the 2016 commentary.)

In doing the research 
for the column I found 
her accomplishments 
would have been highly 
impressive for a white 
male in the mid-1800's. 
That she was female, 
uneducated, black, and 
a former slave on the 
run, made her long list of 
accomplishments virtually 
impossible.

The plan was to have the 
new $20 bill in circulation 
by 2020. Okay, so U.S. 
currency issues take time, 
and because of initial 
security concerns  and 
“counterfeit issues” little 
progress was made during 
Trump's first term.  

President Joe 
Biden’s  Press Secretary, 
Jen Psaki, told a press 
gathering during his first 
week in office that he 

was making the 
release of that 
new $20 bill a 
priority during 
his term.  

N o t h i n g 
happened.  

We are in Q1 
of 2026 and still have no 
progress. Now because of 

continued counterfeiting 
concerns, we are hearing 
that it will be 2030 before 
the bill is in circulation.   

That is inexcusable. 
The reason for it is 

hogwash. The same 
security concerns exist 
for every bill currently 
printed.  Are they waiting 
for more stores and venues 
to become "cashless” like 
everything to do with 
UNA athletics?

That 11-year-old could 
be married with two 
kids and a post-graduate 
degree  by then.

According to 
UScurrency.gov, the 
Federal Reserve Board 
currently issues $1, $2, $5, 

$10, $20, $50, and $100 
notes. Each denomination 
has several key security 
features, such as a 3-D 
Security Ribbon, a portrait 
watermark, color-shifting 
ink, and a security thread. 

It sounds like that bill 
could be in circulation 
quickly if it were 
considered a priority. 

The adage still works 
ideally in politics: If 
you don't want to do 
something, one excuse is 
as good as another. 

Meanwhile, we'll have 
a cumbersome coin we 
can either haul around or 
leave on the dresser.   

A $2.50 Coin?

Composite image of $20 bill and Harriet Tubman by Clarice Bajkowski

PUPPIES 
ADORABLE 

GOLDEN RETRIEVERS 
AKC Purebred parents. Born 12-18-25. Lo-
cated in Florence, AL. Available now. Call 

847-274-1011

CAN YOU FIND THE DIFFERENCES 
in the two drawings?  Look for Hocus 
Focus each week, only in your Courier 
Journal. 
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CUSTOMERS 
CAN EARN A
UNA SCHOLARSHIP !20%

I N V E S T E D  I N  YO U R  F U T U R E

M E M B E R  F D I C
Learn more by visiting

BIBANK.COM/SCHOLARSHIP

How to Qualify for the Scholarship
• Maintain an active checking account

• Sign up for online banking

• Have an active debit card

• Account must have a positive balance

68
13
83
-1$559955$5599

ORDER IN-STORE
OR ONLINE:
mikesmeatmarket.

smartonlineorder.com

Contact Us For Special Orders
256.320.5223

Est. 2017Est. 2017 256.320.5223256.320.5223

WeWe
AcceptAccept

EBT!EBT! •• 2 - 8 oz. Ribeyes2 - 8 oz. Ribeyes
•• 2 Lbs. Ground Beef2 Lbs. Ground Beef
•• 2 Lbs. FreshTenders2 Lbs. FreshTenders
•• 2 Lbs. Bacon or Sausage2 Lbs. Bacon or Sausage
•• 2 Lbs. Boneless Chops2 Lbs. Boneless Chops
•• 1 Lb. Bryan Bologna1 Lb. Bryan Bologna
•• 1/2 Lb. American Cheese1/2 Lb. American Cheese

FEBRUARY SPECIALFEBRUARY SPECIAL

All ForAll For
OnlyOnly

285 Cox Creek Parkway • 256-764-4013
Shop groganjewelers.com

67
74

57
-1

Visit TNValleyStuff.com
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Call or Text: 256-762-5800 • 256-710-8198

Concrete Walls • Finished Floors
Driveways • Sidewalks • Porches • Curbs

Stamped and Stained Concrete
Free Estimates • Licensed and Insured • 15 years experience

Concrete River Construction

Aluminum Carports
and Patio Covers

Tony Cabaniss
256-577-5990

Chuck Cabaniss
256-702-7881

67
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MATTHEWS TREE 
SERVICE 

(Shoals Area) 
•Stump Grinding •Tree 

Trimming •Tree Removal 
Licensed, Bonded, Insured 

BBB Accredited 
Steven Matthews, Owner 

256-483-5918

WE BUY JUNK CARS, Trucks or
Vans with or without titles, Call Joel
256-303-7609

WANTED DEAD OR ALIVE!          
Junk batteries, $5 each. Ranger 
Battery Co. 426 Royal Avenue. 
256-766-0473

BUYING ESTATES: Flatware,
Silver, Gold, Jewelry Coins and
Platinum. Call 256-443-2439

WE BUY RIDING MOWERS, John 
Deere, Cub Cadet, Kubota, Crafts-
man, etc, We will buy it running or
not. Give us a call at 256-275-2276

Notes...
Continued from page 16

See NOTES... page 20

Bring Your Telescope! - Thursday, 
February 26, 5:30pm-6:30pm Members 
of the Shoals Astronomy Club will be in 
the Florence Lauderdale Public Library 
parking lot at 5:30pm on Thursday, 
February 26 to offer tips and instructions 
on getting the optimal results from your 
home telescope! And if it is a clear 
evening, all telescopes will be pointed to 
the sky!  So, bring yours!  Visit FLPL.org 
for more information. 

The 29th Annual Urban Forestry 
& Horticulture Conference, Roots 
of Resilience: “Creating Livable 
Communities through Healthy 
Landscapes” takes place Friday, March 6, 
from 8:30am–4pm at Cross Point Church 
of Christ, 1350 Cox Creek Parkway in 
Florence. The conference is hosted by 
the City of Florence Tree Commission and 
Beautification Board. 

Sign-in is at 8am.  Preregistration is 
available online and same-day registration 
will also be available at the door. 
Registration fee of $50 includes lunch 
and snacks. ($55 for late registration) 
To register online visit: https://florenceal.
org/64454-2/

Vendors, displays, door prizes, 
dogwood seedling giveaway, book 
signing,  and more!

For all registration information and 
other questions please contact Sydni 
Alexander at: salexander2@florenceal.org     
256-760-6407

Rosenbaum Book Club - Florence 
Arts & Museums is pleased to 
announce the revival of the Rosenbaum 
House Book Club! We will meet at 
6:30pm every Thursday during the 
month of February inside the Rosenbaum 
House, located at 601 Riverview Dr. here 
in Florence. 

The February Book Club will be led by 
Dorlea Rikard, who currently serves as a 
docent at the FLW Rosenbaum House. 
As a retired educator, she still shares her 
love of learning any chance she gets. 
Dorlea has organized several events at the 
Rosenbaum House, including the previous 
iterations of the Book Club as well as Tea 
on the Terrace. We are happy to have her 
returning to host the 2026 FLW Book Club 
at the Rosenbaum House.

To sign up for Book Club, visit 
our website calendar page at www.
florencealmuseums.com/calendar or call 
the Rosenbaum House at 256-718-5050. 
We look forward to hearing from you. 

This program is free and is sponsored by 
Florence Arts & Museums. The Rosenbaum 
House is located at 601 Riverview Dr. 
Florence, AL 35630. Hours of operation are 
Tuesday-Saturday from 10-4 and Sunday 
from 1-4. For tour information, visit our website 
www.wrightinalabama.com, call the office at 
256-718-5050, or visit our admissions office. 
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Shoals Primary Care
welcom

Dr. BryanDr. Bryan
GrissettGrissett

Most Insurances Accepted
Medicare Patients Welcome

1404 E. Avalon Ave., Suite A
Tuscumbia

256-381-5507
shoalsprimarycarellc.com

y
mes

Monday–Thursday 8am–4pm, Friday 8am–12pm

to the Medical Mall
Welcoming New Patients

Personalized Care – Specializing in:
• Endocrine Concerns
• Diabetes Management

• Thyroid Disorders
• Osteoporosis

67
79
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LICENSED,
INSURED & BONDED

USA Made
Products

Jerry & Chad Gann

GANN’S
Discount Siding, Inc.

Leighton 

256-446-9767

Shingle 
& Metal 
Roofing

• Standing Seam
• Custom Made          

on Job Site
• Concealed Fasteners
• Competitive Pricing

ALUMINUM 
GUTTERS

 Now Accepting

67
84

03
-1

www.rosiesmexicancantina.com

One entry per person. Winners will be announced each week in our paper and 
on our website. Winners can pick up their Gift Certificate at the Courier Journal 

office beginning Wednesdays after Noon.

in Downtown Florence

ENTER ONLINE  ENTER ONLINE  @@  
www.CourierJournal.netwww.CourierJournal.net

Mystery  Mystery  
        Photo        Photo

WINWIN
LUNCHLUNCH  
FOR 2FOR 2  

atat

OF THE OF THE 
WEEKWEEK

February 18February 18

Week of Feb. 11 
Winner:

Samuel Childress
of Florence 

who correctly guessed
“Fountain at the old Comcast 

Building In Florence”

a neutral site home game 
for UNA against Samford 
on August 29 at Joe Davis 
Stadium in Huntsville.
A visit to Fayetteville, 
Arkansas and a date with 
the Razorbacks of the SEC 
follows a week later.

“The 2026 football 
schedule will be one 
of the most exciting in 
recent history,” said UNA 
Director of Athletics Dr. 
Josh Looney. “A state-
of-the-art, on-campus 
stadium will elevate our 
gameday experience, and 
we look forward to creating 
unforgettable memories 
for the Shoals community.”

The first game at Bank 
Independent Stadium will 
take place on September 
19 at 6pm against Alcorn 
State. 

Three promotional 
dates have already been 
announced, with Family 
Weekend set for September 

                2026 UNA Lions Football Schedule
                  Home Games at Bank Independent Stadium

                 Games and times are subject to change.
 
August 29 vs. Samford — Joe Davis Stadium (Huntsville) – 6pm
Sept. 5 at Arkansas — Fayetteville, AR – TBA
Sept. 12 at Southeastern Louisiana — Hammond, LA – TBA
Sept. 19 vs. Alcorn State — HOME – 6pm
Sept. 26 vs. Western Illinois — HOME – 3pm (Family Weekend)
Oct. 3 at Eastern Kentucky — Richmond, KY – TBA
Oct. 10 vs. Sacramento State — HOME – 6pm
Oct. 17 vs. Abilene Christian — HOME – 6pm
Oct. 24 vs. Austin Peay — HOME – 6pm (Homecoming)
Oct. 31 at Central Arkansas — Conway, AR – 4pm
Nov. 14 at West Georgia — Carrollton, GA– TBA
Nov. 21 vs. Tarleton State — HOME – 3pm (Senior Day)

Continued from Page 1

‘26 Lions...
26 against Western Illinois, 
Homecoming scheduled 
for October 24 vs. Austin 
Peay, and Senior Day on 
November 21 against 
Tarleton State.

A full promotional 
schedule will be announced 
in the coming months.

“There is a feeling that is 
unmatched right now,” said 
UNA head coach Brent 
Dearmon, who enters his 
fourth season in 2026. “For 
years, this program was 
a ‘road warrior’ – even at 
home. Being able to play 
six home games on campus 
for the first time in school 
history allows our players 
to not only win, but defend 
their home.”

Fans can find 
information regarding 
tickets, parking, seating, 
benefit opportunities, 
and much more at 
UNABankIndependent 
Stadium.com.

64
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• Affordable Demo/Refurbished 
 Models In House payments as  

low as $40 month

• TRADE in Value up to $2000.00

• Advanced Technology
William “Bill” Tate,

L-HIS
Rogers H.S. Alumni

FREE Hearing CHECK UP!

FREE DEMO of ANY MODEL!

1865 Highway 72 • Killen • 256.272.5095
www.1lovehearing.com

7 NORTH ALABAMA LOCATIONS

Advertise Your Business With Us

Antique Collector Truck 1984 Ford F150, 
original, 125,000 miles, Cleveland 351 en-

gine, body almost perfect, needs minor 
work, You Have to See This Truck! Serious 
inquiries only, $12,500. Call 256-280-6653 

Decatur

JR. LAWSON TREE SERVICE, 
tree trimming, stump grinding,
removal. Licensed & Bonded, Free 
estimates, 256-856-7028

See NOTES... page 22

Notes...
Continued from page 19

Florence Wine Fest 2026 - Feb 
20 - Feb 22, at The Carriage Wine and 
Market, 121 E Mobile St., Florence.

Three shimmering days and nights of 
champagne moments, moonlit music, 
and generous pours — from a glittering 
supper-club opening to a grand wine 
tasting, a jubilant open-air celebration, 
and an exclusive Ultimate V.I.P. and 
Industry Brunch.

February 20–22, 2026 · Downtown 
Florence, AL. Explore à la carte 
experiences or choose the all-inclusive 
Ultimate V.I.P. Weekend Package. All 
prices include gratuity.

Ultimate V.I.P. capacity is strictly 
limited — first come, first serve 
availability. Tickets on Sale Now: www.
florencewinefest.com

Understanding the Annual Report/
Annual Report Analyzer - Saturday, 
February 21, 10:15am-12pm at the 
Florence-Lauderdale Public Library (256) 
764-6564

Provides investors with the important 
aspects of the Annual Report and a 
methodology using an Excel Spreadsheet 
(provided to class members) that takes 
only about 15 minutes to fill out (with 
experience) and provides invaluable 
information about the company being 
considered as an investment.

To register, contact: John Ingwersen 
jlingwersen@gmail.com

Florence City Wide Cleanup - 
As we head into spring, join us 
on March 7 at the Florence Coliseum 
beginning at 8am. We will provide a 
light breakfast and supplies as we 
join forces from 8am–noon to see just 
how much litter we can remove from 
Florence city streets and thoroughfares. 
Even with last year’s rainout, residents 
still cleaned up 4,661 pounds of litter! 
Let’s see if we can eliminate even more 
in 2026!

Can’t join us on March 7? Register 
to organize your own cleanup, and we 
will have your supplies ready. Call 760-
6495 for details.
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PREFERRED
CONTRACTOR
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Beacon Baptist Church
Bill Bishop, Pastor • Rogersville • 256-247-7733
1.2 miles north from red light on Hwy. 207 on left

Sunday services at 10am and 11am and 6pm
Visitors welcome!

67
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Revelation 18:5 “For her sins have reached unto
heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities.”
A perfect God with a perfect memory keeps perfect
books at a perfect judgment! READ CAREFULLY!
Revelation 20:11-15 “And I saw a great white throne,
and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and
the heaven fled away; and there was found no place
for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, stand
before God; and the books were opened: and another
book was opened, which is the book of life: and the

dead were judged out of those things which were written
in the books, according to their works. And the sea gave
up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered
up the dead which were in them: and they were judged
every man according to their works. And death and hell
were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And
whosoever was not found written in the book of life was
cast into the lake of fire.”
Ezekiel 11:5C “for I know the things that come into

your mind, every one of them.” Jeremiah 17:9 “The heart
is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who
can know it?” GOD DOES! Romans 2:3a&c “And thinkest
thou this, O man,… that thou shalt escape the judgment of
God?” Hebrews 4:12 “For the word of God is quick, and
powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart.” Are you ready to stand at the above
judgment before God and the universe and be exposed? Sin
must be paid for! If you have no payment, then you pay
for your own! God remembers your unforgiven sin at this
judgment. BUT there is a way out. Romans 5:8 “But God
commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us.” God accepts that payment. Ask
Christ to forgive you and save you today! The Word of God
(CHRIST) will judge the world!

God Remembers Unforgiven SinGod Remembers Unforgiven Sin
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No representation is made about the quality of the podiatric services to be performed
or the expertise of the podiatrist performing such services.

Don’t Wait, Call

256-760-8485
2577 Mall Road
Suite A • Florence

Are you a

diabetic?
Do you have
a sore
on your foot?

What we offer:
• Advanced wound care
• Amputation prevention
• Personalized treatment
plans

A foot ulcer is an open sore on the
foot that can be difficult to heal.

GREENHILL: GREAT MINI 
FARM, pasture land, pond,
fencing, equipment building,
hay storage, farrowing house, 
and storm shelter. 25.12
acres Co. Rd. 363. Great for 
several family homes,
279,900 Need financing? Will 
finance 30% down, 15-20
years at 6% Great opportu-
nity. 256-740-7752

MONTREAT     
APARTMENTS 
 1850 Darby Dr.,    

Florence, AL  
 

Accepting  
Applications 

 
 

1st Month’s        
►Rent FREE!◄ 

 
Seniors 62 and over or 

mobility impaired 
 

One Bedroom,           
Rent Based on Income 

256-767-2211 
 

SINGING RIVER RIDGE 
BEAUTIFUL flat corner build-
ing lot attached to the Robert 
Trent Jones Golf Course. Lot 
31, .64 acres. The level ter-
rain makes it ideal for building 
your dream home with ease. 
$100,000. (256)412-5771. 

PICKWICK LAKE: 3 FUR-
NISHED HOMES Utilities in-
cluded. Deck on the water.
$1400, $1600, and $1800.
Nightly and weekly rates
available. 256-702-8226 

    MUSCLE SHOALS AL: 
4173 Elledge Ln Now leas-
ing beautiful 2 bdrm. units. 
55+ senior living. Give us a 
call at 256-554-1058 or 
205-310-3831. 

FLORENDALE 
APARTMENTS  

TAKING APPLICATIONS  
1 bdrm. - $400;  
2 bdrm. - $450;  
3 bdrm. - $500 

Water Included, $25        
application fee per adult,    

for background check       
Call 256-766-1823 

FLORENCE: 2250 CR 24 
$1095/mon PET FRIENDLY
quiet duplex off CR 24, just 3
min to Cloverdale Rd and 10 
min to downtown. Private
driveway with keyless entry.
Stainless steel appliances,
laundry room with washer and 
dryer hook-ups, Wi-Fi thermo-
stat, and full door/window/fire
alarm system. Lawn care,
pest control, HVAC filter
changes included. Tenant
portal for online rent and
maintenance. Monthly in-
come must be 2.5× rent.
Background and credit check 
required ($35 per adult). Call 
or text 256-248-9553 for
showing. 

PAYING TOP 
DOLLAR           

For small tracks of land 
to lease for bow hunting 

only. Will purchase  
insurance and have 

equipment to improve 
property, if needed.  

Mature Veteran, local 
business owner.  

Killen, St. Florian,         
Center Star areas         

preferred.  
256-710-2856

TUSCUMBIA RENTAL 
3 bdrm., 1.5 ba., Colbert 

Heights, one year lease, you 
pay utilities, pet friendly,  
$900 + deposit, 256-263-

8716 or email: eamon-
deck@yahoo.com 

HOME FOR SALE BY
OWNER in  Florence, 7 room 
house,  2 bedroom, 1 bath,
$90,000, 256-648-0590 

WE BUY JUNK AND 
REPAIRABLE VEHICLES with 
titles. Towing $60 Call Ron 256-
275-6540

MILLER’S TREE 
SERVICE 

Tree Trimming and Removal 
Free Estimates              

Senior Discounts            
Licensed & Insured          

256-710-0548

WRIGHT’S 
LANDSCAPING SERVICES 

Hedge trimming, shaping, and 
complete removal. 

Flower bed refurbishing 
Stump and small tree removal 

Licensed, fully insured 
256-710-8734

HEADLINER IN YOUR HAIR?  
We Can Fix It! In stock colors only. 

Call 256-335-5562  

WE BUY ZERO TURN RIDING
MOWERS. All brands, Hustler,
Walker, Troy-Bilt, John Deere, Cub
Cadet, etc. Running or not. Any
condition 256-275-2276

I BUY CAMPERS TRAILERS 
& MOTOR HOMES 

All Types, Ready to go, or if they 

need work, for $FAST CASH$ 
Call Lawrence 931-242-3135  

Local number

HARDWOOD FLOOR  
REFINISHING 

25 Years Experience 
All work comes with warranty. 
Ben Hanson, 256-263-2063

FIVE CORGIE PUPPIES, Females, 5 
months old, Tri-color, Basic Black. Very 
Playful! $400 Negotiable. 256-757-3378 
Lexington

H & H Towing            
(local & out of town)         

I Buy Junk Vehicles, all types 
Greg 256-394-6340



22 Alabama’s Largest Direct Mail Weekly Courier Journal / February 18, 2026

Notes...
Continued from page 20

2026 Batting Brigade Quilt Guild 
QUILT SHOW Friday, March 20, 
10AM-5PM and Saturday, March 21, 
10AM-4PM. at Edgemont United Methidist 
Church, 1330 Eauclaire Ave. Florence. 

Admission $6. Quilts on display, door 
prizes, demonstrations, door prizes, 
boutique and gift baskets.

The Artistic Renderings of Youth 
exhibit for 2026 runs from March 23–April 
30 at Kennedy-Douglass Center for the Arts 
in Florence. This is a juried exhibit of artwork 
open to students in grades 7–12 from Colbert, 
Franklin, and Lauderdale counties.  The exhibit 
and competition are coordinated by area art 
teachers. Schools may participate or students 
can enter on their own.  Each student can 
enter up to three works. The deadline for 
entry in  is March 13. Entries are juried and, 
if accepted, are eligible for ribbons awarded 
in different grade level groupings. Works 
must be original and can be in any medium. 
All 2-dimensional entries must be matted or 
framed. Framed pieces and canvases must 

have hanging wire attached on the back. For 
more details on entry rules, call Kennedy-
Douglass Center for the Arts 256-760-6379 
or email:  connect@florencealmuseums.com  

The Kennedy-Douglass Center for the Arts 
is located at 217 E. Tuscaloosa St. in Florence.  
Public hours are Monday - Friday, 9-4 and on 
Sunday, 1-4.  Admission is free. Please call the 
KDAC at 256-760-6379 for more information. 

Misfit Quilters meets at the Florence 
Lauderdale Public Library (board room) 
once a month on Sundays - March 1, 
and April 5 from 1-4pm.  Misfit Quilters is 
a craft group for adult friends who draw, 
craft, paint, sew, quilt, embroider, crochet, 
etc. (all artisans welcome). Bring your 
project to work on and come join the fun!                                                                                                                                             
All adults are welcome.

Menopause the Musical 2® 
- Cruising Through ‘The Change’” 
Thursday, February 19, 7pm at Norton 
Auditorium in Florence.

GFour Productions, winners of 68 
Drama Desk and 54 Tony Awards has 
announced a new nationwide tour of 
Menopause the Musical 2:  Cruising 
Through ‘The Change’ beginning on the 
East Coast followed by more than 50 cities 
across the United States and Canada.

Menopause the Musical 2 is the new 
sequel to the long-running , international hit 
show Menopause the Musical, a ground-
breaking celebration of women who are on the 
brink of, in the middle of, or have experienced 
‘The Change.’ Five years after their chance 
encounter in a department store, we set sail 
with our beloved ladies for more high jinks on 
the high seas - plus hot flashes, mood swings, 
and memory lapses! Join them on a trip of 
self-discovery, backed by a new soundtrack of 
tow-tapping parodied hits from the 70s, 80s 
and 90s. Stops on the national tour include 
New York, Pennsylvania, Texas, Indiana, 
Illinois, Florida, Texas, California, Michigan, 
Alabama, Georgia, Tennessee and more.

For tickets, please click here:  https://
tinyurl.com/SSDMenopause

Environmental journalist and author 
Sharon Udisan will discuss the ugly 
history of corporate greed Sunday, March 
1 at 2pm at the Florence Lauderdale Public 
Library, with her review of her coauthored 
book, “Poisoning the Well: How Forever 
Chemicals Contaminated America.”

Military impunity and community 
devastation are both prevalent in four 
highly contaminated places, including north 
Alabama. The book introduces readers to 
people who, while fighting for their own 
lives, take action to fix a broken regulatory 
system. The presentation is free. Visit FLPL.
org for more information.

Spring Series — Jacksonburg Church 
of Christ, at 414 County Rd 28 in Florence, 
will host a Spring Lecture Series at 7pm with 
various quest speakers each Wednesday in 
March and April. The theme is the “Armor 
of God.” 

Everyone is welcome.  The schedule includes: 
Ben Siegel, March 4 
Austin Swinea, March 11
Justin Pannell, March 18 
Ricky Collum, March 25 
Harrison Chastain, April 1 
Matt Miller, April 8
Chris Moran, April 15 
Kirk Brothers, April 22
Adam Ragland, April 29

LifeSouth Bloodmobile Dates:  
Wednesday, February 18 Russellville 

Hospital, 10am - 5pm
Friday, February 20 Krispy Kreme, 

Florence, 9am - 3pm 
Saturday, February 21 Austin’s Shoes 

- 380 Cox Creek Parkway Florence, 10am 
- 4pm

Sunday, February 22 Foodland - Killen, 
10am - 4pm

Tuesday, February 24 Mars Hill Bible 
School, 8:30am - 3pm

There is space HERE for YOUR 
EVENT, and plenty of eyes to read 
it.  Email your information to editor@
CourierJournal.net.

Who Killed the Love Interest? 
Murder Mystery Event Saturday, Feb. 
21 from 5:30pm to 7pm. At Court Street 
Books, 610 S Court Street, Florence) By 
Lin Cognito’s Murder Mystery Parties

Love murder mysteries? Think you’ve 
got a good “read” on how to solve a 
crime? We’ve got you “covered” with a 
page-turner of a party!

Calling all detectives, true crime 
readers, and book lovers!! Lin Cognito—
the world’s finest pun-cracking, match-
making, clue-solving detective—is back, 
and she needs your help to find out “Who 
Killed the Love Interest?”

Join a small group of book lovers to 
complete puzzles, look for clues, and talk 
about your favorite literary tropes.

Get ready to crack up and crack the 
case. All Ages.

Muscle Shoals Meets the 70s on 
Saturday, February 28. After rocking the 
house with the 80s last year, The Princess 
Theatre is turning back the clock once 
again—this time to the groovy, soulful, 
genre-shaping sounds of the 1970s. Tickets 
via princesstheatre.org

Headlining the night are The Fiddleworms, 
the beloved Muscle Shoals rock band known 
for carrying forward the legacy of the Shoals 
sound. Renowned for their dynamic original 
music as well as their electrifying tribute 
performances, The Fiddleworms will lead 
an unforgettable musical journey through 
the decade that gave us everything from 
funk and soul to Southern rock and singer-
songwriter classics.

Joining them is an incredible lineup of 
Shoals musicians bringing unmatched artistry 
and passion to re-imagine the iconic hits of 
the 70s. Featured performers include Shoals 
Strings, Polyester Horns, Marie Lewey, Cindy 
Walker, Bay Simpson, James LeBlanc, 
Angela Hacker, Christopher Mefford, Jamie 
Barrier, Scott Campbell, Lenny LeBlanc, Gary 
Baker, Rob Aldridge, Jimmy Nutt, Carla 
Russell, Monkee Wammack, Matt Prater, 
Weston Stewart, Daniel Crisler, Natasha Nix, 
Kelvin Holly, GMane, Corey Jones, Lucie 
Tiger, and Greg Frank.

The Muscle Shoals Meets concerts sell 
out year after year in Muscle Shoals, and last 
season’s Muscle Shoals Meets the 80s was 
one of the most talked-about events of the 
spring at The Princess Theatre. This edition 
promises an exhilarating blend of powerhouse 
vocals, tight musicianship, soulful grooves, 
and a whole lot of 70s nostalgia—celebrating 
both the timeless sound of the decade and 
the world-renowned musical heritage of the 
Shoals. 

Shoals Primary Care
Welcomes

Dr. Hameed
Iqbal, MD
Internal Medicine

to its
Florence Location

Monday-Thursday • 8am - 5pm
Friday • 8am - Noon

201 Rosa Lane
Florence

256-275-3838
shoalsprimarycarellc.com

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED • MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

Dr. Iqbal is Welcoming New Patients
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~ Courtesy David Curott ~ author of
“Historical Markers and Other Signs of the Past”

Born in Florence, lived in St. Florian 
about 10 years and is buried in St. Florian 
at age 61. Distinguished progressive 
editor of the Tri-Cities Daily.

Location: 34.8066°N, 87.6313°W
      River Heritage Park, Florence 

63
32

16
-1

CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION 
Affordable Labor Driveways, walk-
ways, walls, curbs & gutters, form-
ing and grading, tractor work, Call
256-956-6161

WATCH & CLOCK      
REPAIR               

Including Grandfather Clocks 
256-572-2679 Killen, AL

WE BUY RIDING MOWERS, John 
Deere, Cub Cadet, Kubota, Crafts-
man, etc, We will buy it running or
not. Give us a call at 256-275-2276

WE PAY TOP PRICES 
for Junk Cars, Tractors and 
Equipment, with or without 
titles, 256-577-7911. 

GUTTER WORKS, Seamless
gutters, gutter guards, clean out
and more! Free estimates. Guaran-
teed work. Best prices in town!  
Call 256-394-3497. 

THEIR AD IS NOT HERE!  Do you 
like to shop at certain stores?  Are 
they not advertising their sales in the 
Courier Journal?  Tell them that they 
should be.  
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4695 Co. Rd. 47,
St. Florian • 256-764-0245

Come Visit Us For More Great In-Store Specials!Come Visit Us For More Great In-Store Specials!

Where We Don’t Leave You Holding The Bag

Still Home Owned & Home OperatedStill Home Owned & Home Operated

Ad Good February 18–24, 2026Ad Good February 18–24, 2026
Quantity Rights Reserved. None Sold To Dealers. We Welcome WIC & Food Stamp Shoppers

W

AA

Big StarBig Star
SupermarketSupermarket

LB.LB. LB.LB. LB.LB.

LB.LB.LB.LB.

$$772929 $$774949 $$229999

Bone-in
Chicken
Breast

$$222929

Jumbo
Yellow Onions

3 LB. BAG3 LB. BAG

$$115050

Oscar Mayer Pork Chops

Lunchables AssortedWieners Center Cut

Baby Back
Ribs

California
Navel Oranges

Chicken
Leg Quarters

White or Red
Grapes

7979¢¢

$$229999

22//$$44 L
$$11595922//$$55 L

$$119999

$$229999

$$338989

Chuck
Roast

Boneless
Stew Meat

Pork
Tenderloin

LB.LB.

4 LB. BAG4 LB. BAG

LB.LB.

LB.LB.

67
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LB.LB.

My wife and I had Wills
drawn up about 15 years
ago leaving everything to the

surviving spouse and then to our
two children. One of my children
passed away. He was married but
had no children. My question is do
we need to have our Wills revised
to omit my younger child from our
Wills in order that my surviving
child receives the assets of the estate
with no issues?
- James Florence, AL

You don’t have to have it
re-done. It will work as
intended. I like to make

sure that Wills are clear and use either the term per
stirpes or per capita. The first means that if a child
predeceases the parent that any children they have
receive exactly what that child would have received.
Think of grandparents and grandchildren with the
parent having died leaving issue.

Let’s take that apart. A married couple with two
children gets older and have grandchildren. One
of their children dies from whatever cause, illness
or accident, leaving children which are the married
couple’s grandchildren.

Now, we have a married couple with one living
child, one deceased child and grandchildren. If the
Will leaves everything to the two children (one of
whom is now deceased) and the Will uses the term
per stirpes, the grandchildren take exactly what their
parent would have taken.

In the majority of people that I prepare Wills
for, they want their grandchildren to get whatever
their child would have received. It’s a pretty mixed
bag as to the spouse of the deceased child. What I
mean by that is that parents want their children or
grandchildren to get what they earned and saved
through their lifetime. They’re not very interested
in the widow or widower intercepting that,
remarrying, and spending what they earned with the
grandchildren not receiving the proceeds of their
lifetime accumulation.

All that being said, your living child will receive all
your property upon the death of the survivor of the
two of you.

Buckle up, drive safely and as always your
referrals are appreciated! 256-764-0112

Please send the questions to:
“Ask the Attorney,”
P. O. Box 38, Florence, Alabama 35631
or visit our website at: www.mhatty.com

facebook: McCutcheon and Hamner, P.C.
We will not print your full name in the article. We will not be

able to return any written or preprinted items which are submitted.

Thomas
McCutcheon
Ask the Attorney
is sponsored by
local attorneys,
McCutcheon &
Hamner, PC, as a
service to the residents
of NW Alabama.
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~ Courtesy David Curott ~ author of
“Historical Markers and Other Signs of the Past”

Born in Florence, lived in St. Florian 
about 10 years and is buried in St. Florian 
at age 61. Distinguished progressive 
editor of the Tri-Cities Daily.

Location: 34.8066°N, 87.6313°W
      River Heritage Park, Florence 

Keri, this guy has 
been right with you on 
the journey to get out of 
debt, and gain control of 
your finances up until 
now. That tells me he’s 
disciplined, and that he’s 
willing to pay a price for 
things that are important 
to him. He may just need 
some encouragement 
and support. So, try 

reminding him how far 
you’ve come together. 
Remind him how close 
you are to winning, and 
how much you love and 
respect him for being part 
of it all.

You two can do this! 
— Dave  

* Dave Ramsey is a nine-
time national bestselling 
author, personal finance 
expert and host of The 
Ramsey Show. He has 
appeared on Good Morning 
America, CBS This 
Morning, Today, Fox News, 
CNN, Fox Business and 
many more. Since 1992, 
Dave has helped people take 
control of their money, build 
wealth and enhance their 
lives. He also serves as CEO 
for Ramsey Solutions. 

YOU’RE TOO CLOSE 
TO STOP NOW!

Dear Dave, 
My husband and I make 

$180,000 a year combined. 
Right now, we’re working 
on our debt snowball. We’re 
almost debt-free except for 
our home, but we still have 
a little bit left on two car 
payments and some credit 
card debt. He wants to get 
rid of the credit card debt, 
but he doesn’t seem to mind 
having car payments. I’m 
not sure I understand why 
he feels this way, and I’m a 
little worried he might lose 
interest in paying off debt 
once the credit cards are 
gone.

Keri 

Dear Keri, 
To be honest, I’m not 

sure I understand his 
thinking either. They’re 
both debt payments, and 
you’re being charged 
interest on both of them. 
The only difference I can 
see is that one’s attached 
to a car and one’s not. It 
makes about as much 
sense as saying you 
like Visa better than 
MasterCard. 

Even if he has some 
strange hang-up about 
car depreciation, that 
argument doesn’t hold 
water, either. Cars go 
down in value whether 
you borrow money to buy 
them or not. A $30,000 
vehicle will be worth half 
that in just a few years, 
no matter what you do. 
And car payments won’t 
keep it from depreciating, 
or slow the rate of 
depreciation. 

You know, sometimes 
people just get burned 
out and tired of paying 
the price to become debt-
free. I’ve seen it happen 
several times when folks 
have been working at it 
for a while, and they start 
to feel like they’re never 
going to get there. What 
if you two sit down, and 
have a detailed talk about 
why he feels this way? 
See if you can find out 
why he feels the way he 
does about car payments, 
and where the root of the 
problem really lies.  

TREE COMMANDER 
TREE SERVICE 

Tree Removal, Debris  
Removal, Tree Trimming, 

Veteran & Senior Discounts. 
Free Estimatees. All Major 

Credit Cards accepted. 
Kane Rice-Owner 

256-600-3239 
Licensed & Insured 

*Voted #1 Tree Service in 
Florence, AL by Google

FLORENCE: YARD/ ESTATE 
SALE 

240 Co. Rd. 335 Thurs-Sat. 
9am-7pm Sun. 1-5pm House, 

household items, furniture, 
kitchen items, decor, linens, 

tools.

BUYING BROKEN WASHERS
and DRYERS, no front loaders,
256-577-6433

WE BUY RIDING MOWERS, John 
Deere, Cub Cadet, Kubota, Crafts-
man, etc, We will buy it running or
not. Give us a call at 256-275-2276

Community Notes

Take Note...
of your Community.
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raymillergm.comRAY MILLERRAY MILLER

**ADDITIONALADDITIONAL Offers You May Qualify For: Offers You May Qualify For:
• GM First Responder Offer• GM First Responder Offer    - $500- $500
• GM Military Offer• GM Military Offer    - $500- $500

• Ray Miller Finance Discount  - $1,000• Ray Miller Finance Discount  - $1,000
• Ray Miller Trade Discount• Ray Miller Trade Discount  - $500  - $500

23 GMC Sierra Denali
#23P1586, 1 Owner 6yr/100k 
Limited 
Warranty!

23 Chevy Colorado 25 GMC Canyon AT4

16 GMC Sierra
#25G198B, Crew Cab, SLT, Z71, 
Sunroof. 
Loaded!

19 Ford F15020 Honda Odyssey
#25G117A, Crew Cab,  Limited, 
4x4, Nice!

#26G171B, 1 Owner, Leather, 
Looaded, Local 
Trade!

20 GMC Sierra 
#25G-182A, Crew Cab, SLT,  
1 Owner, 
Nice!

23 GMC Terrain15 GMC Acadia Denali
#23P6694, 1 Owner, 
6yr/100k Limited
Warranty!

#26089A, 4 Door, Leather, V6, 
3rd Row, Local 
Trade!

23 Nissan Sentra
#26G106A, 4 Door, SR 
Package, 
1 Owner!

16 Mercedes C300
#22P6395A, Local Trade, 
Loaded, 45,000 
Miles!

24 GMC Sierra Denali
#24P9429, Reserve Package, 
6yr/100k Limited 
Warranty!

24 GMC Terrain24 Buick Envista Avenir
#26G077A, 1 Owner, AT4, 6yr/ 
100k Limited 
Warranty!

#24P7787, 1 Owner, 6yr/100k 
Limited 
Warranty!

$$15,78815,788

24 GMC Sierra AT4
#26G035A, 1 Owner, 6.2 V8, 
6yr/100k Limited 
Warranty!

18 Ram 2500
#25G060B, Crew Cab, 4WD, 
Powerwagon, Camper 
Shell!

17 GMC Sierra Denali

$$17,88817,888

$$26,88826,888

#25G166B, Crew Cab, 1 Owner, 
Full Power,
Loaded!

$$17,78817,788

$$55,88855,888

$$25,88825,888
#25G-156B, Crew Cab, LTZ, 
Loaded,
4x4!

21 Chevy Silverado22 Lincoln Nautalis

$$32,88832,888

18 BMW 540i
#26G049A, 1 Owner, Local 
Trade, Low 
Miles!

$$24,88824,888
#26G124A, 1 Owner, 6yr/100k 
Limited 
Warranty!

22 GMC Terrain Denali 

#25G169A, Crew Cab, X31, 
1 Owner!

22 GMC Sierra

$$28,88828,888 $$30,88830,888 $$31,88831,888

#25G066C, 1 Owner, Z71, 
6yr/100k Limited
Warranty!

#26G044A, 1 Owner, 6yr/100k 
Limited 
Warranty!

23 Jeep Gladiator

$$36,58836,588

#25G173A,1 Owner, High 
Altitude, 4x4, 
Nice!

$$36,88836,888

#26G076A, 4 Door, 1 Owner,  
Local Trade!

$$33,88833,888

$$23,78823,788

Stk #25G107 (WAC) 

2025 GMC SIERRA 1500 PRO 2025 GMC SIERRA 1500 PRO 
Ray MRay Miller Discount $2,757iller Discount $2,757

+ GMC Consumer Cash $2,750+ GMC Consumer Cash $2,750
+ GM Bonus Cash $1,750+ GM Bonus Cash $1,750

+ GM Trade-In Allowance $3,500+ GM Trade-In Allowance $3,500  
+ Ray+ Ray Miller GMC 2nd Discount $1,500GMC 2nd Discount $1,500

  up to up to Total SavingsTotal Savings  $$12,25712,257

Ray Miller Discount $7,637Ray Miller Discount $7,637
+ GMC Consumer Cash $500+ GMC Consumer Cash $500

up to up to Total SavingsTotal Savings  $$8,1378,137

2026 GMC SIERRA 2500    2026 GMC SIERRA 2500    

Stk #26G037 (WAC) 

2026 GMC TERRAIN2026 GMC TERRAIN

Stk #26G075 (WAC) 

Ray Miller Discount $2,487Ray Miller Discount $2,487
+ GM Bonus Cash $1,000$1,000

up to up to Total SavingsTotal Savings  $$3,4873,487

$$35,88835,888

$$56,88856,888$$53,88853,888

#26G125A, 4 Door, Premium, 
Loaded, Local 
Trade!

20 Chevy Tahoe

$$34,88834,888

$$30,88830,888

$$43,38843,388 $$43,78843,788

$$22,68822,688

$$34,88834,888

Great Selection of Local Trades!Great Selection of Local Trades!

2026 GMC ACADIA2026 GMC ACADIA

Stk #26G086 (WAC )

- Ray Miller Discount $3,638Discount $3,638

up to up to Total SavingsTotal Savings  $$3,6383,638


