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California Back
To Basics airs
pro-Mahan
super bowl ad

By William D. Bellou
Publisher

midst the high-budget ads
Ashown during Superbowl,

an independent committee
supporting San Jose Mayor Matt
Mahan for governor, ran their
first TV ad.

The committee dropped close
to a million-and-a-half dollars to
introduce Matt Mahan to Cali-
fornians as their possible next
governor.

The ad was straightforward; a
back-to-basics message which
was seen in many areas of Cali-
fornia, but not in San Jose.

The ad opens with aline of tents
on a city sidewalk and the state-
ment, “We have problems toxic
politics can’tfix.” It cuts to a crime
scene and a grocery checkout line,

See MAHAN, page 3
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San Jose-Evergreen
2721 Aborn Road, Suite 10, San Jose, CA 95121
(408) 238-7500
nothingbundtcakes.com

High School
junior creates a
‘Mental Health
Toolkit' designed
to help Bay Area
high school teens

‘The Bloom Box’ helps students
manage stress, build
self-confidence, and support
their mental well-being

By William Bellou
Publisher

he youth led mental health
T non-profit Buy Yourself Flow-

ers project (BYF) recently
launched the BYF Mental Health
Toolkit designed to help Bay Area
high school teens.

SanJoseresidentand Pinewood
High School junior Aanya Mukher-

Aanya Mukherjee, Founder of the Buy Yourself Flowers Project, speaks to a social
emotional learning assembly she hosted for her grade on time management.

jee founded BYF after she experi-
enced severe bullying in high
school and came to the realization
that often teens are excluded from
conversations about their own
mental health.

“After the bullying subsided, I
began working with educators,
parents, and community leaders
and saw a clear need for resources
created by teens, for teens,”
explained Mukherjee. As a junior,
Iloved the opportunity to connect
and grow with my peers over a
topic that’s often overlooked, and
to create a space where students
could walk away with practical
tools they could immediately
apply.”

Mukerjee’s efforts were not
unnoticed; she was awarded the
Pinewood Pathways Grant.

Known as “The Bloom Box,” the
BYF toolkit contains self-care
items to help students manage
stress, build confidence, and sup-
port their mental well-being. The

See TOOLKIT, page 3

Aztec rain god mural
designed to protect
San Jose firefighters

By Lorraine Gabbert
San José Spotlight
n East San Jose artist is invoking an Aztec
Adeity tokeep anew fire station and its fire-
fighters safe from harm.

Artist Jesse Hernandez has created two metal
murals featuring Tlaloc, the Aztec rain god, dis-
played on the exterior of Fire Station 8, slated
to open later this year. The new 5,500 square-
foot, two-story fire station at 601 E. Santa Clara
St.in San Jose is replacing the old station down
the street, which served the city for more than
75 years. The new station has a fueling station
and infrastructure to supportelectric fire engines.

“Tlaloc, the Aztec rain deity, now blesses the
fire station, honoring our indigenous relatives,
with hopes he will watch over and protect the
neighborhood and its people,” Hernandez told
San José Spotlight. “Tlalocis often pictured with
ajug of flowing water, represented here with a
ladder and fire hose mixed into the water flow,
honoring the firefighters.”

Hernandez said the design of the jugis an hom-

B T T ot St

Artist Jesse Hernandez created metal murals featuring Tlaloc, the Aztec rain god, for San Jose's new
Fire Station 8. He hopes the deity will keep fire at bay and protect the station's firefighters. Photo cour-

tesy of Jesse Hernandez.

age to water baskets of California’s native tribes
and the station number is an ouroboros in the
style of Quetzalcoatl, another Mesoamerican
deity. The ouroboros is an ancient symbol of a
serpent or dragon eating its tail and represents
unity and the cyclical nature of life, death and
rebirth. The shining metal murals — mirror
images of each other — hang against a back-
drop of fire engine red, painted the same shade

as the station.

The public art was installed Dec. 31,2025 and
is designed to reflect the East Side neighbor-
hood and its people. Its $125,000 budget for
design, fabrication and installation was fund-
ed by Measure T, a disaster preparedness and
public safety infrastructure bond passed by
voters in November 2018, San Jose Director of

See MURAL, page 5
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% SAN JOSE YOUTH
SYMPHONY

AUDITIONS
2026-2027

Be part of something great!

CALLING ALL MUSICIANS

General Auditions for admittance to all levels of SJYS
All levels of student musicians, grade 3 and up welcomel

M WE OFFER SPONSORS & ASSOCIATIONS

AL

Camps | Concerts | Masterclasses | International Tour

- STEPS TO APPLY - BEGINNING January, 2026 AMERICAN HARP SOCIETY
Fill out an online application: ‘0 %&)EII?\IITS\’.

WWW.sjys.org/musicians/auditions
the David .

Lucile Daycleard

Audition dates: B ey
Thursdays, April 2 & April 9, 2026 (4-9 pm) Wealth

. . . Management
Fridays, April 3 & April 10, 2026 (4-9 pm) RBC

Saturdays, April 4, 2026 (2-7 pm)
April 11, 2026 (all day) G RRINGTON

Historical Foundation

The deadline for submitting audition applications is:
Sunday, March 31, 2026

QUESTIONS? Reach out to sjys@sjys.org.

SJIYS is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization (EIN 91-2166427) that has scholar-
ships and financial aid offerings available based on a showing of need.
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Toolkit

Continued from page 1

toolkit is packed with journaling tools, affir-
mation cards, planning sheets, breathing
exercises, and calming aromatherapy. The
toolkit gives teens easy, practical ways to
cope with anxiety, digital bullying, and
everyday overwhelm.

Mukherjee uses her creative tenacity to
work on creating a weekly blog on her web-
site to discuss teen mental health issues
and to promote “The Bloom Box.”

Mukherjee has recruited nearly 125 high
school members to join her non-profit team.
“Our recruiting helps us partner with many
local schools to provide youth-driven men-
tal health resources in San Jose, Campbell,
and other Bay Area high schools in the past,
with more partnerships to be announced.”

“I'recently lead a Social Emotional Learn-
ing Workshop for the Pinewood School’s
Class of’27.1designed a time-management
assembly encouraging students to break
down their busy junior-year schedules while
finding balance and without compromising
sleep or effort toward each commitment,”
Aanya Mukherjee said.

Aanya Mukherjee will be hosting an
assembly at Alta Vista High School in March
in which she will deliver a fifteen-minute
mental health talk to the school and deliv-
er fifty Bloom Boxes.

Students assemble Bloom Boxes which are men-
tal health toolkits especially prepared for teens.
So far, the Buy Yourself Flowers Project has cre-
ated more than 140 boxes at three workshops.

Mahan

Continued from page 1

then touts San Jose’s status as America’s
safest big city and takes note of the city’s
100% homicide clearance rate (every homi-
cide solved), and a reference to a drop in
unsheltered homelessness.

The ad included its principal funders: Cal-
ifornia Back to Basics, Michael Seibel, Marc
& Ashley Merrill, founders of the Riot Games
and apparel brand Lunya.
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Mukherjee hands Boom Boxes to Ms. Del Real, head of the Wellness Center at Westmont High

School. Mukherjee plans on partnering with Del Mar and Prospect high schools.

MARCH 5, 2026 = PAGE 3

"Our recruiting helps us
partner with many local
schools to provide youth-
driven mental health
resources in San Jose,
Campbell, and other Bay
Area high schools in the
past, with more partner-
ships to be announced.”

— Aanya Mukherjee
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Times Local News

San Jose mobile
home park manager
advised city on rent
increase

By Joyce Chu
San José Spotlight
an Jose officials are set to vote on a pol-
S icy thatwould increase rent for residents
living in mobile home parks. But inter-
nal emails show the city favoring input on the
proposal from a mobile home park manager.

Emails shared with San José Spotlight show
Housing Department employees asking Ryan
Jasinsky, property manager of mobile home
park company owner Brandenburg, Staedler
& Moore, to provide feedback on the draft
policy that would increase rent for residents
by up to 10% whenever a mobile home is
sold. Jasinsky represents the company and
other park owners on the Housing and Com-
munity Development Commission. The com-
pany owns eight mobile home parks in San
Jose, including Mill Pond, Mountain Springs
and Quail Hollow.

The San Jose City Council is set to vote on
the policy Tuesday.

The emails date back to September 2025,
before the draft policy was published on the
commission’s Nov. 13 agenda for commis-
sioners to weigh in. Other commissioners said
they didn’t get a chance to shape policy as
Jasinsky did.

WHEN JOURNALISM IS
NOT PRESENT TO SERVE
COMMUNITIES, BAD
THINGS HAPPEN.

Trained journalists report authentic,
credible information. And we fight
for those who produce genuine news!

Evergreen Times

Serving the community since 1982

Times Media, Inc.
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Western Trailer Park in San Jose is among 58 mobile home parks across the city protected by a rent
control policy. File photo.

“What I feel is betrayed,” Commissioner
Daniel Finn, who represents mobile park res-
idents and lives in a mobile home, told San
José Spotlight.

Emails dating as early as Sept. 21, 2025
show Housing Director Erik Solivan asking
Jasinsky to do a “page turn” on the draft pol-
icy to get feedback. In that same email, he asked
to set up a meeting with Jasinsky.

Jasinsky sent another email to Solivan and

Eviction Prevention Manager Emily Hislop
on Nov. 5 providing input on the policy lan-
guage of the rental increase.

Jasinsky did not respond to a request for
comment.

When San José Spotlight asked Solivanifhe
met with any other commissioners, he said
he offered to schedule a meeting with Finn
twice to review the draft with him. Finn can-
celed both times, Solivan said.

HAPPY 3
HOLLOW

FOUNDATION

L~ T Y

PRESENTED BY

Dan Caputo Company

ACTIVITY SPONSORS

California Water Service, Judy & Bernie Blegen, DGDG
Does Good, The Barbara & Paul Gentzkow Family,
The Klobnock Family, KPMG, Lathrop GPM,
Lexus Stevens Creek, Melody Walsh

Dr. Sonia Avilucea, California Bank of Commerce,
The Demkowski Family, Heritage Bank of Commerce,
Lissa Kreisler, Valley Water, Kirk Walukiewicz

Geronimo Desumala & Neal Gutierrez, Jon Honore,
Tracy & Daryl Nees, Vince Sunzeri and Corrine Fabie,
The Turner Soule Family, Camie & Tres VanKeuren,
Sutter Health Gould Medical Group - Arlaine
Barcelona Gutierrez, MD

HAPPY HOUR SPONSORS

Dr. Rouviere & Ben de Waal, Justin Fairchild, Kim & Brad
Guzules, The Pied Piper Exterminators, Tucker Construction

THANK YOU FROM HAPPY HOLLOW FOUNDATION

In appreciation of the generosity of sponsors, donors and friends who supported
the 2025 Hooray for Happy Hollow event benefiting Happy Hollow Park & Zoo.

- O T T

UNDERWRITERS & IN KIND DONORS

Breathe Together Yoga, Byington Vineyard, C'est Si Bon,
Campisi & Company, Dinsmore Landscaping, Dorothy
Scarpace, Dry Creek Grill, Fortino Winery, Giorgio's Italian,

Gunther's Restaurant & Catering, Happy Hollow
Foundation, Happy Hollow Park & Zoo, Higher Fire
Clayspace & Gallery, History San José, Icing on the Cake,
J. Lohr, Joe Escobar, Julie & Chris Henriques, Kendra Scott,
Kim & Bart Vostermans, Marilyn Payne, Palermo Italian
Restaurant, Paris Avenue, Picchetti Winery, Rancho del
Pueblo Golf Club, Rhonda Nourse & Patrick Crema, Richard
Nichols, Dr. Rouviere & Ben de Waal, Royal Wine & Spirits,
Safari West, San Francisco Pediatric Laser Acupuncture,
San Jose Barracuda, San Jose Giants, San José State
University Athletics, $JSU Spartan Golf Complex, Sharks Ice,
Silver Creek Golf Club, Soquel Vineyards, TheatreWorks
Silicon Valley, Total Wine, Tracy & Daryl Nees, Tutu School
Willow Glen, Vardy's Jewelers

Happy Hollow Foundation is dedicated
to preserving and enhancing Happy
Hollow Park & Zoo so that it remains a

community asset that is highly valued
and accessible to all.
Scan the QR code to learn more!
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"This is a deeply layered and beau-
tiful project that represents what
the fire station represents for the
community: public safety. They're
there to protect the community
and they too need to be protected.”

~Kerry Adams Hapner

Mural

Continued from page 1
Cultural Affairs Kerry Adams Hapner said.

Patrick Chung, a deputy chief with the San
Jose Fire Department, said the new station
represents the department’s commitment
to serving the community with pride and
care.

“We’re fortunate to have an accompany-
ing work of art that reflects the same spir-
it,” he told San José Spotlight, “and helps
make the station a welcoming and inspir-
ing place for both firefighters and the res-
idents we serve.”

Hernandez was on the city’s short list of
muralists with a proven track record to han-
dle the artwork, Adams Hapner said. She
said it’s crucial public art reflects the cul-
ture of the community — and Hernandez's
urban Aztec aesthetic works well for the fire
station.

“We're looking for artists that can exe-
cute effectively with strong aesthetic skills
...and have something unique to offer,” she
told San José Spotlight. “This is a deeply lay-
ered and beautiful project that represents
what the fire station represents for the com-
munity: public safety. They’re there to pro-
tect the community and they too need to
be protected.”

In addition to creating four public Aztec
murals on DuPont Street beneath the Santa
Clara Street overpass, Hernandez has
designed metal pins, a U.S. Mint medal and
counts DC Comics, Marvel, Warner Bros,
the Golden State Warriors, former Oakland
A’s, San Francisco Giants, San Jose Earth-
quakes and San Jose Sharks among his
clients. Much of his work reflects his Mex-
ican American heritage and includes Aztec
influences.

He said he’s honored to have the city
approve his art for the fire station, but see-
ing it come to life is surreal. He wants his
artto bring the community a sense of belong-
ing, connection and cultural identity.

“I'try to make art to make people feel, like
a beacon of light,” he said.

In 2023, the 1Culture art collective select-
ed Hernandez to participate in painting
murals at the Santa Clara County Fair-
grounds. Andrew Espino, founder and cura-
tor of 1Culture, said Hernandez is one of
his favorite artists. He appreciates Her-
nandez’s ability to bring the community a
sense of pride as a self-taught artist.

“He has a way through his creativity of
expressing our identity,” Espino told San José
Spotlight. “He understands the culture. With
his artwork, you can immediately identify
that it’s his, which is really hard to do for a
lot of artists. He’s found that.”

The new 5,500 square-foot, two-story Fire Station 8 is located at 601 E. Santa Clara St. in San Jose. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.

ATTENTION(GOLEERS

bout downsizing to'a'gated community

Play golf on a Spectacular Championship 18 hole golf cours
for ONLY. . . . $34.00

" ‘ The Villages Golf & Country Club
4 Homes ranging from $500,000 to $1.7 million
Enjoy Country Club Living in this 55+ Gated Community

Other Amenities:
Tennis - Pickle Ball - Bocce - Pools - Hiking - Billiards
Fine & Casual Dining in our Clubhouse & Bistro

kw SILICON .
VALLEY

KELLERWILLIAMS.
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INSPIRE EX‘PLORE L.HALLE

AN AWARD- WINNING
LEARNING CENTER IN SAN JOSE

2& BEST SRAch Academic Courses!
PARENT/ GradesK - 12

*¥Online & In-Person

e Reading Comprehension 2

e Writing & Grammar Now Enrolhng!

e Public Speaking & Debate 2026 Winter Classes
* Mathematics 2026 Summer Camps

e Logic & Critical Thinking

e Competitive Debate
e HSPT, PSAT & SAT Test Prep (408)839 -5905

e Study Skills for Academic Success
e Test-Taking Strategies

Visit: SCAASanjJose.com
for the complete schedule
of camps & classes!

BEST OF
THE BEST

HALL OF FAME
 PARENT

Silver Creek Academy
5619 Silver Creek Valley Road
San Jose, CA 95138
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San Jose Youth
Symphony to hold
auditions for the
2026-27 Season

The San Jose Youth Symphony (SJYS)

will be holding its annual general audi-

tions for the 2026-2027 Season.
The auditions will be held on Thursday
afternoons (April 2nd & April 9th) and Fri-
day afternoons (April 3rd & April 10th)
between the hours of 4-9 p.m. Saturday
auditions will be held from 2 pm - 7 pm on
April 4th and all day on April 11th.

All student musicians are welcome, ages
8 and up, who play orchestral instruments
(woodwinds, brass, percussion & strings)
or who are interested in performing jazz.

Marching Band musicians are welcome
to apply for an audition now, and then join
after marching band season ends.

To submit an audition application, visit:
www.sjys.org to join one of SJYS’s 12 orches-
tras and instrumental ensembles. The sym-
phony will do its best to accommodate your
date preferences you listin the application.

The deadline for submitting applications
is March 31, 2026.

If you have questions, send an email to
Sjys@sjys.org

About the San Jose Youth Symphony

The San Jose Youth Symphony is one of

Times Local News

the oldest and finest youth orchestras on
the West Coast of the US. Founded over 70
years ago as part of the former San Jose
Symphony#*, SJYS has a rich tradition of
musical performance and education.

SJYS member musicians, of ages 8 to 20,
are selected from more than 650 applicants
through our annual spring General Audi-
tions. SJYS comprises 12 distinct perform-
ing ensembles: two full orchestras; a cham-
ber orchestra; two flute choirs; concert
winds, brass, saxophone, percussion, jazz
and two string ensembles. Each group
rehearses weekly from September to May
or early June and performs a scheduled
series of concerts each season. In addition,
member musicians participate in a week-
long summer camp and receive special
coaching and participate in masterclasses
from professional and renowned musicians
in the Bay Area.

The premier group of SJYS is its Philhar-
monic Orchestra, led by SJYS Music Direc-
tor and Conductor, Yair Samet. The orches-
tra performs its season subscription con-
certs at the historic and beautiful, Califor-
nia Theatre, in downtown San Jose. The
orchestraalso travels biannually on its Inter-
national Concert Tours, and have performed
in renowned concert halls in Japan, Italy,
Austria, Germany, Spain, Hungary, Croatia,
Czech Republic, Ireland, Argentina and
Uruguay.In 2022, the orchestra traveled to
the Baltics: Vilnius, Lithuania; Riga, Latvia;
Parnu & Tallinn, Estonia; and Helsinki, Fin-
land. The orchestra toured again most
recently during the summer of 2025 to
Poland and Czechia!

One Step Closer Therapeutic Riding presents
G.R.LT.
An Equine-Assisted-Learning Program for Women

SELF-CONFIDENCE

RESILIENCE

LIFE SKILLS

SAFE BOUNDARIES

It is deeply healing to tap into the power of the centuries old bond between horse and human.
It's truly profound that our two species, with such diameltrically different views of predator vs prey,
can come together in partnership and trust. | feel privileged to have the opportunity to learn
what these incredible teachers have to offer us.” - GRIT Participant

OSC has opened a new program for women based upon equine interaction
and equine-assisted-learning, designed to develop self-awareness and
self-acceptance, confidence and resilience, and safe boundaries.

G.R.LT. is for adult women led by OSC founder Landa Keirstead.
The small group meets in 2 hour sessions, once per week for six-weeks

Contact One Step Closer for more information and to enroll
one.step.closer@sbcglobal.net 408-778-3567
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Were officials,
voters misled
regarding Santa
Clara County's
Measure A sales
tax hike?

Publisher
Santa Clara County’s Measure A sales

tax hike gained critical support from

law enforcement and political lead-
ers after revised ballot language suggest-
ed funds would aid public safety.

The measure passed with 57 percent
approval, but officials now admit the
money is notrequired to be spent on pub-
lic safety, and plans are underway to allo-
cate all new funds to health care, prompt-
ing proposed cuts to prosecution servic-
es.

Despite campaign promises and endorse-
ments secured through assurances about
raises and filling positions, many backers
feel misled.

The situation underscores problems with
ambiguous ballot wording and calls for
greater accountability and election reform.

“Ifeel double-crossed,” said San Jose Dis-

m

a funny way to say, ‘thank you.

trict Attorney Jeff Rosen (pictured above).
“Idon’t understand it given that I worked
very hard to get this measure passed. It’s

Meals on Wheels

Nutritious Meals for Homebound Older Adults

Are you 60 years or older?
Do you worry about shopping for food?
Do you struggle preparing meals on a regular basis?

To learn more about Meals on Wheaels,
please call (408) 350-3237 or
email community@mysourcewise.com
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Evergreen Valley:
A Comprehensive Analysis

By Matt Fraiser
Times Media columnist
vergreen Valley is grappling with sig-
E nificant water-related challenges that
threaten the community's well-being.
These issues are becoming increasingly
pronounced, especially in light of recent
regional assessments that highlight the
intricacies of water supply, flood risk, and
water quality.
Localized Flooding Risks
One of the most urgent concerns in Evergreen Valley is
localized flooding. Many properties are near creeks and
streams, making the area particularly susceptible to storm-
related flooding. Major storm events can cause rapid, severe
surges in water levels, overwhelming existing drainage sys-
tems and flooding homes and businesses. While the likeli-
hood of flooding in some areas may be once every century,
that chance is still significant, given the potential property
damage and disruption it can cause to everyday life.
Residentsliving in these flood-prone zones must stay alert
and prepared for severe weather that could lead to water-
related disasters. Local authorities emphasize the critical
need for improved infrastructure, such as better drainage
systems and dedicated flood-control measures, to reduce
the impact of heavy rains. Furthermore, community pre-
paredness initiatives—including evacuation plans and emer-
gency response strategies—are essential to reducing vul-

nerability and enhancing public safety during storm events.
Engaging the community in proactive measures is key to
addressing these localized risks, and ongoing education can
help residents act when potential flooding occurs.

Drought-Induced Water Supply Instability

In addition to flooding, Evergreen Valley faces chronic
instability in its water supply, exacerbated by climate change.
Prolonged droughts have severely depleted regional water
resources, directly affecting both natural waterways and
groundwater levels. Rising temperatures and changes in
precipitation patterns have created conditions that make
traditional water supplies increasingly unreliable.

The implications of this situation are profound, as com-
munities grow more dependent on imported water sources.
Unfortunately, these external supplies are vulnerable, espe-
cially during prolonged dry spells, raising pressing ques-
tions about long-term sustainability and access to clean
water. We need water conservation and sustainable man-
agement to address these ongoing challenges. The Santa
Clara Valley Water District is encouraging residents to con-
serve water and use it wisely. Implementing rainwater har-
vesting systems and promoting drought-resistant land-
scaping will not only help conserve water but also enhance
the community's resilience to future drought events.

Risks of Water Contamination

Amid flooding and water supply challenges, the risk of water
contamination has become an alarming concern. Urban
runoff, combined with increased residential development,
places immense pressure on local waterways. Pollutants
from urban areas, including chemicals from landscaping,
automotive fluids, and other waste products, frequently pol-
lute rivers, streams, and groundwater, threatening overall
water quality and public health.

Additionally, issues can arise from On-Site Wastewater
Treatment Systems (septic systems) found in various neigh-
borhoods. Malfunctioning or inadequately managed septic
systems can lead to harmful discharges into the environ-

ment, further undermining local water sources. The dis-
covery of contaminants in drinking water can have grave
public health implications, leading to increased treatment
costs and potential loss of aquatic ecosystems.

To address water quality issues, it is essential to advocate
rigorous monitoring practices and stricter pollution controls.
Public education campaigns highlighting the importance of
responsible waste management can empower residents to
minimize their impact on local waterways. Implementing
green infrastructure solutions, such as bioswales and per-
meable pavements, can effectively reduce urban runoff,
improving water quality and enhancing ecosystem resilience.

Summary of Vulnerabilities and Solutions

The Evergreen Valley region exemplifies a complex inter-
play of significant water threats. The persistent challenges
of drought, alongside the immediate risks of flooding dur-
ing severe weather events, create a unique set of vulnera-
bilities for the community. However, we remain optimistic
that the Santa Clara Valley Water District is actively seek-
ing solutions to address these pressing challenges.

Through innovative flood protection initiatives, effective
water management strategies, and increased community
awareness, significant efforts are underway to bolster Ever-
green Valley's resilience against future crises. Collaboration
among governmental agencies, local organizations, and com-
munity members is essential for long-term effectiveness.

In conclusion, while the challenges of localized flooding,
drought-induced instability in water supply, and contami-
nation pose substantial risks to Evergreen Valley, proactive
measures and community engagement offer opportunities
to improve outcomes. Prioritizing sustainable water man-
agement and infrastructure improvements can help safe-
guard essential water resources for future generations. By
buildinga culture of preparedness and environmental stew-
ardship, Evergreen Valley can address its immediate chal-
lenges and build a foundation for lasting resilience in an uncer-
tain climate future.

EVERGREEN
VALLEY COLLEGE

BE A PART OF
OUR FAMILY

AT EVERGREEN!

Take a class
Play a game of pickleball

Walk your dog through campus

Listen to music or hear a speaker

Located in the foothills of San Jose.

You're Invited to our Campus

i
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BIRTHDAYS ARE BETTER
WITH BUNDTS!

BUY 1 BUNDTLET
GET 1 FREE

Valid at:

San Jose - Evergreen, CA

2721 Aborn Road, Suite 10, San Jose, CA
95121

(408) 238-7500

HOURS OF
OPERATION
Mon-Fri: 9:00am - 7:00pm
Sat: 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sun: 11:00am - 4:00pm

ORDER ONLINE!
WE DELIVER!

Expires 3/5/26.  Not valid online or on the

Nothing Bundt Cakes Mobile App. Limit one

1) Free Bundtlet with the purchase of one

1) Bundtlet per guest. Multiple Free

Bundtlets with the purchase of multiple

Bundtlets are not permitted. Valid only for

the Nothinﬁ Bundt Cakes® bakery listed

when you show this offer in bakery at time =

of purchase. Not applicable on previous

orders. No cash value. Coupon code ma o
not be reproduced, transigrred or sold.
Internet distribution strictly prohibited.
Cannot be combined with any other offers For Bakery
or discounts. Offer may not apply to

premium priced items. Other restrictions Use Only
may apply.
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Times News

San Jose mayor spars with
gubernatorial candidates
during televised debate

By Brandon Pho
San José Spotlight
an Jose Mayor Matt Mahan faced his first major test
Sas a contender for California governor Tuesday dur-
ing a televised debate.

The debate, hosted in San Francisco by KTVU, had Mahan
standing shoulder to shoulder with six other candidates
— conservative TV news pundit Steve Hilton, billionaire
Tom Steyer, former Attorney General Xavier Becerra, for-
mer Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, State Super-
intendent Tony Thurmond and former State Controller
Betty Yee. Several candidates traded barbs on topics includ-
ing California’s cost of living, immigration, education, home-
lessness and contentious climate goals.

Mahan, who announced his candidacy recently, became
a primary target for candidates’ jabs over his rising polit-
ical profile, record on addressing homelessness and favor
among Silicon Valley’s centrist and conservative tech elite.
But the attacks teed him up for clever responses that roused
audience applause on multiple occasions — boosting his
share of the limelight on stage and turning the head of at
least one post-debate TV news analyst.

“I'have to say — sorry to keep picking on Matt — but he
just said in an interview that the thing he most admires
about Gavin Newsom is his record on homelessness. You've
got to be kidding, Matt,” Hilton said during the forum.

By this point, Hilton had already blasted Mahan’s posi-
tions on housing and being against a statewide billionaire

tax.

SYMPHONY
SAN JOSE

PRESENTS

The Enigmatic Voice
March 7 & 8, 2026

at the California Theatre

Originally ~ commissioned  for  the
coronation of King George Il, Handel's
Zadok the Priest is anthem is a timeless
masterpiece exuding majesty, triumph,
and divine grandeur—a celebration of
power, tradition, and unshakable glory!

Dona Nobis Pacem, Ralph Vaughan
Williams's stirring plea for peace,
blending the timeless words of the Latin
Mass with the haunting poetry of Walt
Whitman. Written in 1936 as the world

San Jose Mayor Matt Mahan joined six other candidates for the
Feb. 4, 2026 California Gubernatorial debate in San Francisco.
Photo credit: Brandon Pho.

“He didn’t agree with me about capping taxes on hous-
ing. He likes taxes, apparently, unless they’re (for) bil-
lionaires,” Hilton said earlier.

Mahan readily hit back.

“I'll just note that Steve, you came to San Jose just a week
ago to see what’s working in San Jose because we’ve been
reducing unsheltered homelessness faster than any other
city in the state,” he said. “I don’t know what’s changed in
the last week — it seems that it’s the fact that I jumped
into this race — and frankly that’s exactly wrong with our
politics, is that an idea is good one day until the other side
(has them).”

In December, as Mahan mulled over a decision to jump
in the race, he invited several candidates to tour San Jose’s
temporary homeless housing sites in an effort to impress
his ideas on the state’s next top leader. At the time, Mahan
said he was looking for a change agent governor, before
ultimately deciding he fit the definition best.

A small group of Mahan supporters gathered for an infor-

mal watch party at Pier 402, a restaurant on Race Street
in San Jose.

“All these other (candidates) are not change agents,” San
Jose resident Terrence Reilly, who helped organize the
largely impromptu gathering, told San José Spotlight.
“They’re not doing what's best for California. If (Mahan)
could take over the state and frickin’ whip it, yeah, I think
it would be good.”

Mahan touted his experience teaching public school in
East San Jose to argue that California’s education problems
don’tjust stem from lack of investment. Mahan taught from
2006 to 2008 at Alum Rock Middle School through Teach
for America.

“There’s also a lack of accountability,” Mahan said. “The
truth is we need to have high expectations for our kids.
We need to assess their learning, and we need to inter-
vene in ways that work: High dosage tutoring, summer pro-
grams, youth jobs to build confidence, ensuring every kid
has a pathway to participating in our economy and thriv-
ing in our society.”

On affordability, Mahan said the “biggest drivers” of Cal-
ifornia’s crushing cost of living are the obstacles develop-
ers face to build housing. He touted recent San Jose City
Council votes to boost developer incentives and waive fees
for downtown office conversions. On energy bills, Mahan
called for data centers to pay the full cost of infrastructure
upgrades so it “doesn’t fall on ratepayers.”

Steyer questioned Mahan’s commitment to affordabili-
ty.

“Right now, the big tech CEOs are terrified about the idea
of paying their fair share. Right now, they’re supporting
Matt,” Steyer said. “I'm the billionaire who’s going to take
on the billionaires for working families.”

Then came Mahan’s final retort of the night.

“I've got about three billion reasons not to trust your
answer,” Mahan said in an apparent reference to Steyer’s
net worth.

Forbes listed Steyer at $2 billion as of Wednesday.

Program

home this coming fall
By Sean Eastwood

dent.

a few.

ASSE International
Student Exchange

Bring the world to your

Times Media staff writer
SSE International Student
AExchange Programs (ASSE) is
inviting local families to

discover the many rewards of
hosting a foreign exchange stu-

ASSE students come from more
than 50 countries worldwide:
France, Denmark, Spain, Italy,
Ukraine, Japan, Australia, to name

“The students are between the

ics and personality, and host families choose
their students from a wide variety of back-
grounds, countries and personal interests.

ASSE also offers qualified American stu-
dents the opportunity to learn another lan-

teetered on the brink of war, this
dramatic and deeply moving cantata
resonates as powerfully today as it did
then.

Filled with mystery, emotion, and
brilliance, Enigma Variations is a
masterpiece in orchestral story telling.
Each variation is a musical portrait of
Edward Elgar's closest friends, woven
together with an elusive hidden theme—
an enigma that has intrigued audiences
for more than a century.

SUBSCRIBE

Choose three or more concerts and
subscribe to enjoy waived handling
fees. Call us today to know more

www.symphonysanhjose.org 408.286.2600

agesof 15 and 18 years, and they

are enthusiastic and excited to experience
American culture, family life, school, sports.
etc., said ASSE spokesperson Francisco
Mosca. “They also love to share their own
culture and language with their host fami-
lies, who welcome the students into their
home, not as guests, but as family members,
giving everyone involved a rich cultural
experience. Host families may be single par-
ents, couples and single people.”

The exchange students have pocket money
for personal expenses and full health, acci-
dent and liability insurance. ASSE students
are carefully selected based upon academ-

guage and culture by spending a school year,
semester or a summer with a host family
in another country.

Those interested in hosting an exchange
student or becoming an exchange student
abroad, should call 1-800-733-2773, visit
www.asse.com or send an email to asseu-
sawest@asse.com to request more infor-
mation or start the application process. Stu-
dents are eager to learn about their Amer-
ican host family, so begin the process of
welcoming your new son or daughter today.
The memories and the friendship you cre-
ate with your exchange student will stay
with you forever.



SERVING EVERGREEN & SILVER CREEK VALLEY SINCE 1982 m ONLINE: EVERGREENTIMES.COM EVERGREEN TIMES = FEB. 20 - MARCH 5, 2026 = PAGE 11

@ Call to place your
Times
408-494-7000

Gutter Cleaning/Roof Repair

Buy/Sell m Mausoleum Crypt for sale

I Buy Comic Books. Reflections Mausoleum
. | For sale 254C double crypt in the beauti-
Cash Paid. Alex SPRING SPEGIALSE | oreai 20 douio ot e b

GUTTER CLEANING AND
ROOF REPAIR SPECIAL

Gall us for details

LOOK? !
LOGISTICS SPECIALIST F R E E ! ! !

Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's in Free Window Cleaning w/ Ext. Paint Job!
International Trade related. $62421/yr, Free Pressure Wash w/Ext. Paint Job!

Pumyang Shipping America Free Estimate & Color Consultation w/Job!
Inc., 3494 Depot Rd,

Hayward, CA 94545

Memorial Park. The crypt is a perfect
location, just above eye level. Price:
29,500. The Cemetery will make all
transfers. (408) 455- 8696 Tony Ranieri;
OneGolfingWino@gmail.com

Shoe Repair

408-270-0850

(408) 393-1385

* Residential & Commercial
e Interior & Exterior
e Drywall Repairs

w ;;{a":y m:" S“‘:‘:e: No Shoe is Ever Too 01d!
e eat An easonable Price!
M & L Jewelers 30+ Yea{‘s Experience Hours.
. CA. ST. LIC #651686 *
Jewelers & Watch Repair Insured & Bonded M Fri
Ring sizing - Watch bands TEL: (408) 281-7500 on-tri Only $89 for local professional GUTTER CLEANING.
Watch batteries - Engraving www.faithpainting.com 9:00 am - 5:00 pm And MINOR ROOF REPAIR only $89. Experts in
Stone replacement & More! - Mo i L
Ask about ourexgusive watch battery warranties! .Fa!th 0\ :‘,“_‘1'0 Saturday ROOf Restora“on and Home Ma|ntenance.
_ (408) 270-6080 Painting 7 (¥ | | 9:30 am - 4:00 pm | ||| ocal wilow Glen Resident. Call Daniel (408) 771-8814,
Mon.-Fri. 10am~7pm, Sat. 10am-5pm RSN N 250 Quimby Rd. Suite 100 »270-0850

! ship and outreach,
i we strive to nurture
: and grow a strong
: faith community of

! practice Islam.

¢ "Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
: latak™ the English

i meaning is " May Allah

¢ promise to our mem-
3 bers. If you are looking
¢ for an active Christian
: faith community, we

! The word Sikh (see-kh)
i means "disciple" or

¢ "student." A Sikh is a

: practitioner of the faith

¢ on site and walk the

i beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us

: and community events

! Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
: sion Center, Parish Gift
: Shop, and Memorial

¢ Garden are all located

i share your presence

i with us so that together
: we may grow and

i share our gifts to help

IL-\IIY(I)I;?O}:.?EIIEVIIN : Dbelievers, a family of i (swt) protectyouand : invite you to experience : founded in the 15th i we sponsor by visiting at 5111 San Felipe Rd. : build God's Kingdom!

: all ages, where each : your family". ¢ Holy Spirit Parish Com- : century by Guru Nanak : our website; : Please come join us in
ISTRIES : member feels wel-  : Please visit our website : munity. All are wel- : in Punjab of old British : http://www. SanJose- ¢ worship at any of the 0
hitps://www. i comed, loved, valued : to learn more. i come! We are located : India. A Guruwhoisa : Gurdwara.org ¢ following times in our
livinghopeam.org : and empoweredto | gy Church ;@ 1200 Redmond : "teacher" or "enlighten- i Chapel: Weekdays (M- : thepoint.church
2650 Aborn Rd. : serve. Children are ({0 PR\ Grace Church ; Avenue, San Jose, CA § er* completes the rela- i ST. FRANCIS OF i Sa) at 8:30 AM; Satur-

San Jose, CA 95135
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp

Study Room) every

Saturday at 12:00pm

: especially welcomed
¢ and cherished as an
i important part of

“Bible Study” (Group :

God's family.

: !Pﬂﬁ of Evergreen :

: GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN

+ www.GraceChurchEv-
: ergreen.Com

: 408-274-1200

: 95120. Mass is cele-
: brated at 8:30 a.m.

i Monday - Friday. Our
: weekend Mass sched-
: uleis Saturday 5 p.m.,
¢ Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30

: tionship of teaching

i and learning. Sikhism
¢ is monotheistic and

i stresses the equality of
¢ all men and women.

i Sikhs believe in three

: ASSISI CATHOLIC

: CHURCH

¢ 5111 San Felipe Rd.,
¢ San Jose, CA 95135
i 408-223-1770

¢ www.sfoasj.com

¢ days at 4:00 PM (Eng-
¢ lish) and 5:30 PM

: (Vietnamese); Sundays
: at 8:00 AM (English),
: 10:00 AM (English),

i 12:00 PM (English),

: THE POINT CHURCH

i 3695 Rose Terrasse Cir
: San Jose, CA 95148

¢ (408) 270-7646

: English Service:

: Sundays at 9:30 &

OUR MISSION: Evan- : \ : See you on Facebook. : am., 11:30 am. and 6 : basic principles; medi- i We invite you to join : 4:00 PM (Vietnamese), : 11:00 AM

gelizing our commu- £ i 2650 Aborn Rd at ¢ p.m. Rite of Reconcilia- : tating on the name of i our community of faith : and 6:00 PM Youth Spanish Service:
nity and the world G : Kettmann, across from : tion is every Saturday i God (praying), earning : located in the Ever- i Mass (English). The ~ : 11:00 AM

with the gospel of 1 ¢ the Public Library. : at4p.m. orby : aliving by honest : green area of San : Villages Gated Com- 3 Gambodian Service:
Jesus Christ. OUR : Serving Evergreen for  : appointment. Our : means and sharing the : Jose. We are aninclu- : munity also featuresa  : 11:00 AM
MINISTRY: Training : over 55 years. Parish Office is open @ fruits of one's labor : sive diverse communi- : Mass on Sundays at  : Cantonese Service:
ministers on how to  : ef.-mmmum : John Goldstein Pastor. : Monday - Thursday ~ : with others. Currently ¢ ty striving to serve as  § 8:15 AM at the Cribari  { 11:00 AM

use their love for God : : john@GraceChurchEv- : 8:30 am. - 4:30 p.m. : there are close to one : Disciples of Jesus ¢ Auditorium. ¢ Mandarin Service:
to reach those in EVERGREEN ISLAMIC ergreen.com. Christian and Friday 9:00 a.m. - million Sikhs livingin ¢ Christ in the footsteps For more information, 11:00AM

need of His love.
OUR PASSION:
Transforming lives

with God’s love.

IN ALMADEN
6581 Camden Ave.

San Jose, CA 95120. :
: are Muslims, and what

The Rev. Shelley

Booth Denney, Rector :

: CENTER (EIC)

: http://www.eicsan-
i jose.org

within our community i 2486 Ruby Ave,

: San Jose CA 95148.
(408) 239-6668
EPISCOPAL CHURCH :
: the English meaning is
i "Peace be upon you".

"As-Salaamu-Alaikum"

Q) What is Islam, who

is the Quran?

+ worship every Sunday
: at 11am. Together we
¢ build better lives and a
¢ better community.

¢ Music Institute
(408)791 7772. After
: School Piano, Violin,
+ Other classical Instru-
: ments.

: PreSchool, Ages 2-6
¢ Caring for your child
+ with God’s love and

¢ 3:00 p.m. Call 408-

i 997-5100 for recorded
: information or 408-

i 997-5101 to speak

i with someone in our

: parish office.

¢ the USA and Canada

: and 25 million Sikhs

+ living around the world.
¢ Sikhism is the 5th

+ largest religion in the

i world. At the Gurd-

: wara (House of God) in
i San Jose we welcome

: all. We pray daily for

i peace and prosperity

: for everybody in the

¢+ world. Come to visit

i of St. Francis, offering
+ prayerful and joyful

: liturgies, evangeliza-
: tion, fellowship, and
i service opportunities to :
¢ the community. :
: We offer spiritual

¢ opportunities for all

: ages, including chil-

: dren's liturgy, dynamic
: E.CH.0 Jr. High,

: L.G.N.LTE. High

: please call or visit us at :
: the Parish Office open
: M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00

PM. Come join us and

Youth Extreme Point

i (7th-12th grade):
: Every Saturday at 6:30
: PM - 8:30 PM

Phone:408-268-0243 : A)lslamis afaithand : affection. God iy One : and enjoy Langer ¢ School, & North Star : :
Web:www.eca-sj.org : way of life. Islam ¢ Check our website for 39 fos 3 ¢ (food) in our kitchen : Young Adult Ministries, To p[ace a Worship
At the Episcopal i began in the 7th centu- : current activities. Rab Ik Hai ¢ which is open 365 : along with small faith ~ $

Church in Almaden

i ry. People who follow

: SAN JOSE

+ days of the year and

¢ communities and

listing, email

(ECA), we are joyful : Islam are known as : HOLY SPIRIT i serves complementary : opportunities to help times @
followers of Jesus Muslims. The Quran is CATHOLIC CHURCH GURDWARA ¢ vegetarian meals. We the poor and marginal- 3
Christ. Through wor-  the Divine book that ~ : Faith.Knowledge. Com- : 3636 Gurdwara Ave.  : also encourage youto : ized of San Jose. timesmediainc.com

ship, study, fellow-

i guides Muslims to

munity - this is our

San Jose, CA 95148

¢ enter our history room

: Our Chapel, Gathering
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SHRED®
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