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CHEVROLET NIOTTOR QoI  CHEVROLET
7 Lz X 2

#29528

2026 CHEVROLET TRAX ACTIV
MSRP $27,590

okoBoJI BEST PRICE $25,090
485" MONTH / 60 MONTHS

2026 CHEVROLET TRAX 2RS
MSRP $27,990

0KoBoJI BEST PRICE ¥25,490
490" MONTH / 60 MONTHS

2026 CHEVROLET TRAX 1RS
MSRP $25,685

okoBoJI BEST PRICE ¥23,185
450" MONTH / 60 MONTHS

MSRP $27,990
0KoBoJI BEST PRICE ¥25,490

490" MONTH / 60 MONTHS
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2026 CHEVROLET TRAX 2RS
MSRP $29,280
okoBoJI BEST PRICE ¥26,780

500" MONTH / 60 MONTHS

MSRP 49,115
0K0BOJI BEST PRICE 46,875

850" MONTH / 60 MONTHS

Vehicles listed subject to prior sale.

*Tax, title & license not included. No money down, with qualified credit.

2026 CHEVROLET COLORADO Z71 2026 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE HIGH COUNTRY

#29481

2025 CHEVROLET TRAILBLAZER 2LT
MSRP 40,115

okoBoJI BEST PRICE $35,475
650" MONTH / 60 MONTHS

L —————
o e

MSRP 60,389
0KoBOJI BEST PRICE 59,389

950" MONTH / 60 MONTHS

CHEVROLET CHEVROLET
% %% %%
HWY, 9 WEST ¢ SPIRIT LAKE  712-336-1500 SALES HOURS,

Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.-7 p.m. ¢ Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

SEE OUR ENTIRE SELECTION OF NEW & USED VEHICLES ONLINE Saturday 8 2.m.-5 p.m.

ai K OKOBOJIGMTOYOTA.COM ., ,,smeoms

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-6 p.m. ¢ Sat. 8 a.m.-3 p.m
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Natural Medical Erectile Disfunction,

< Vaginal Discomfort,
: Hormone & Natural & Overactive

Balance \ WEIGHT Bladder

) Nutrafol Hair
' Restoration

LOCATED IN LAKE PARK AT

S = i NIEMEIER
email: info@biobodymbs.com ( SPINE & SPORTS
Billi Niemeier ~ www.biobodymbs.com \ERImOrEACTIE
NP-C, ARDMS, RVT  712-432-8129 222 Market Street

HOURS: Monday & Thursday 8-5 ¢ Tuesday 8-12 ¢ Wednesday 10-5:30 * Friday 8-12 or by appointment

PROM TUX
EXTRAVAGANZA

Sunday, March 1
through
Sunday, March 8

Book your appointment or stop
in during our Annual Prom Tux
Extravaganza for your chance to

win PRIZES or DISCOUNTS
on your prom tux!

Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. 10-5;
Thurs. 10-6; Sat. 10-4
OPEN Sundays 12-4 through March 8

Please call or book your fitting appointment online at

www.elegancebysarah.com

BY SARAH RUHS Hwy. 71 Okoboji » 712-337-3112
FULL SERVICE BRIDAL & PROM BOUTIQUE (at Lake Okoboji Resort & Conference Center)

DON'S PEST CONTROL
JOIN THE TEAM

Are you looking for a stable, active career in the beautiful lowa
Great Lakes area? Don's Pest Control in Spirit Lake is looking for a
hardworking and reliable Pest Control Technician to join our local team.

Whether you're an experienced pro or looking for a fresh start ina new
industry, we provide the training and tools you need to succeed.

WHAT'S INITFORYOUZ™ " R &

» Competitive Pay: Earn up to $24/hr (based'@ )
experience and licensing).

» Local Focus: Work right here in Spirit Lake and
the surrounding Okoboji area—no massive daily
commutes to distant cities. '

» Paid Training: We'll help you get certified and
master the latest in pest management technolog

» Independence: Manage your own route and enjo
variety of work environments every day.

» Great Culture: Join a straightforward, down-to
earth team that values quality work and happy:
customers.

WHAT YOU'LLDO

« Inspect residential and commercial properties te
identify potential pest issues.

« Apply safe and effective treatments to protect ourss
neighbors homes and businesses. ‘

» Build great relationships with customers by
explaining services and providing expert advice:

« Maintain accurate service records and a clean
company vehicle.

REQUIREMENTS

« Strong Work Ethic: Reliable, punctual, and ready to
get the job done.

» Clean Driving Record: A valid driver’s license is
required.

APPLY TODAY!

Ready to start a career where you actually see the results of your hard work?

TO APPLY: call us at 712-320-2777 to learn more.
Don’s Pest Control: Protecting the Lakes Area since 1965



mailto:info@biobodymbs.com
http://www.biobodymbs.com
http://www.elegancebysarah.com
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WE ARE...

UNIQUE.
INNOVATIVE.
DESIRED.

EXPERIENCE SPIRIT LAKE AND ENROLL TODAY!

PRESGHOOL & NEW TK/KINDERGARTEN
- OPEN HOUSE
Tuesday, March 10t

&

4:00-5:30 PM
Spirit Lake
Elementary School
/709 28th Street, Spirit Lake

FULL DAY PRESCHOOL WITH OPTION FOR NOON PICKUP
Sign up by going to our district webpage: www.spirit-lake.kl2.ia.us

MEET TEACHERS | | ASK QUESTIONS | | SEE CLASSROOMS

B @SLElementary D www.spirit-lake.kl2.ia.us


http://www.spirit-lake.k12.ia.us
http://www.spirit-lake.k12.ia.us
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7| Arts on Grand Announces Diverse
Lineup of Creative Classes for March

Arts on Grand has officially announced its diverse lineup of
creative workshops for March 2026 at its Spencer, IA, location.
The month kicks off on March

Thrift Store

SHOP. DONATE.

w | Make a Difference.
mﬂn | mll

che ’sl;edaga' i

 RECITE.CS

’ * Grab all the mgredlenls and more
Clip fhls for this delicious recipe at

recipe car d Carstensen's Meat and Grocery. cAmRSTENSEN S |

" fo save 11 with an introductory pot- |- @Q[&ﬁ March Classes. |
s 712-832-3620 * 201 Market Street ¢ Lake Park tery wheel course led by Ron || it artsongrandiorg for all the detailst. * *
: , - . ] Chicken Piccata Serves 2 Netten., followed by a series | A\ 1 i
High-quality, gently used household items, h h d . of spring break sessions on |- & ) <ot e s ot
furniture, appliances, decor, and more! All ot heI‘IS e agaln 1 2 chicken breasts, in small Wash and cook rice your preferred method, 1 use a 1 | March 17 and 18 that include |. === ;
proceeds 90 towards housing expenses, food, P ! slices rice cooker. Season chicken on both sides with salt ! morning space artfor children |7 semagzisssie iesss WS
education, and more for r:es»dents of : : and pepper, then dredge in flour and shake off the . | and afternoon watercolor L —
Cherish House! Q@ 1004 22nd Street, Milford, 1A 51351 | salt & black pepper excess. In o large skillet over medium heat, melt 2 1 | classes for teens and adults. .4% ——
We will come and pick up your o Ieam:ore e 7123383334 : I p for dredai tablespoons of butter. When it starts to sizzle, add : The programming conplqdes ‘ :
|arger donations and can even E E @ www.cherishcenter.org 1 g -purpose our Tor are glng ﬁrsf round of chicken qnd cook for 3 minutes on 1 on March 21 Wlth speCIa}lzed R i S ey ﬁﬁ§
deliver your larger purchasesfora  &¢] @cherishediagainimifford : 6 TBS unsalted butter each side until browned. Remove and transfer to : Saturday sessions featuringa [ — '
small fee. =] €@ ww.facebook.com/cherishedagainmilford 1 .. a clean plate. Melt 2 more tleespoons of butter 1 crochet Wpl‘kShOp hOSt?d by : % fpngri e e
1 1/2 cup fresh lemon juice and do the same for second round of chicken. Add 1 [ Steve Smith and a dedicated |- i pngnog *
: 1 cup chicken stock lemon juice, chicken stock and capers to the empty | class on fly tying for bass and | - e 7RI
P pan and bring to a boil, scraping up the brown bits |  bluegill. Community members - ] o
| 1/4 cup brined capers, stuck to the pan. Add last 2 tablespoons of butter IF‘; mter.estedmt.hesehands—on opportumtlescanflpc.lfullreglstratlon
! dralne d to the pan and whisk everything together to make a details and times at al.’tsongrand.org or by visiting the gallery
sauce. Add chicken back to the pan to warm up in at 408 Grand Avenue in Spencer.
2 cups of white rice for the sauce and serve over rice. &

serving

4

Recipe (ouriesy of: Sidney Kiersch SHUP M ql i!l I, I’

Dole Best Choice | Best Choice Chobani
Coleslaw | Canned Soup Pasta Greek Yogurt
14 oz. 10.5-11.25 oz. 16 oz. 5.3 oz.

10/$10 10/$10 10/$10 10/$10 S C’/"Z % é

CHICKEN
NOODLE

& | g END OF SEASQN,

712-832-3620
201 Market Street
Lake Park

(| Great Local {2
S RESTAURANTS

o WOMENS CLOTHING
o GAMEDAY SOCTAL
o SHOES & ACCESSORIES

BUY LOCAL FOR
SIMPLY BETTER INTERNET

As your local internet provider, Spencer Municipal Utilities

cares deeply about our community and the people who
live, work, and play here. You deserve internet service you
can count on to be fast and hassle-free, which is exactly

what our network consistently delivers.

We want you to keep connected—and keep smiling—even

on your busiest days. Our hometown team will help you

feel at home with technology.

HAVE INTERNET QUESTIONS?
CALL US AT 712-580-5800.

TRADE THE SNOWBLOWER
FOR A NEW GOLF CART....

CHECK OUT OUR ENTIRE
INVENTORY HERE!

2026 Yamaha PTO Drive2 EFI QuieTech, black,
touring seats, black top, windshield........... 11,100
2023 Icon, electric, silver, headlights, taillights,
custom wheels, cooler, radio, local trade .....%5,750

FREE A D MISSIONI 2022 E-Z-GO Valor EFI, gas, blue, headlights, tail-
o lights, rear seat, local trade ............ccccovuenee. $7,500
www.cLavycoundvyerair.com 2022 Club Car Onward, electric, silver, headlights,
taillights, custom wheels, cooler, local trade ..%5,950
2020 Yamaha Drive2 QuieTech, green, head-
lights, taillights, rear seat...........cccocvvvreernnen. $5,950

2019 Yamaha Drive2, electric, silver .......... $3,500
2019 Yamaha Drive2, electric, silver .......... $3,500

» 2018 Yamaha Drive2, gas, tan ................... $3,950
) o 2018 Yamaha Drive2, gas, tan ................... $3,950
0 2018 Yamaha Drive2, gas, tan, headlights, tail- |

\LZZZ Spencer Municipal Utilities

520 2nd Avenue East, Suite 1, Spencer, 1A 51301
p: 712.580.5800 ® www.smunet.net

Cornerstone Group © 2026

lights, rear seat.........cccoooevenrerierenenieinnns $4,850
But Don’t Know Where to Start? 2017 Club Car Precedent, electric, tan, lift kit,

tires, custom wheels, radio...........ccccvevnnene. $3,950

2016 Yamaha G29 EFl, gas, green.............. 53,750

come see 2014 E-Z-GO, electric, white............cccevne.... $2,850
2014 Yamaha EFl, 6 person, headlights, taillights,
Kyla for a

new wheels & tires, lift kit, road ready!....... $12,995
2008 E-Z-GO, electric, white............cceve.e.... $1,850
2006 E-Z-GO, electriC .........coevevereeecrerrrnnne, $2,250
—~—— —

P /
“Consulatation [l e=—lESie
L L |- ) 2014 Yamaha EFI
g— Gas,6 ,
& Discounts SRR, Cc 5 porcon,
] = ) [ims, turn signals,
on Skincare W, A o ignis.

W A = 1 | P d t o $12,995
"\ DERMATOLOGY, MEDICALSEE - roaucts | Reud Recd!
# g2 & COSMETIC PROCEDURES \ ‘ | T -, | :
Botox® | Face Lifts j— 1. T— - . | Call us now for your 2026 seasonal rental! |
Breast Surgery | Fillers er 427 NEW and USED GOLF CARTS |
Skin Checks | Liposuction s Young % Sales and Service

* Increase Energy !.aser Fa_ce Peel? - I I ‘ [ : 7 : : | - & \ . Seasonal Rentals
eBalance Mood Varicose Veins | Biote : % K dl=. . =3 -Weekly and
* Improve Your Sleep & Much More et : ' GOLF CART | AUTO Weekend Rentals

crcartsauto com
_

712 Dﬂéﬂﬁd

309/ 0koboji'Ave:, M'IlfOI‘djSouth endiofiMilfordis

712.332.6001 I WwWw. rebeyou com I 3301 Hwy 71 | Sp|r|t Lake, IA
Dr. Ronald Kolegraff, MD, FACS e Dr. Julie Hamann, MD



http://www.rebeyou.com
http://www.smunet.net
http://www.claycountyfair.com
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Shoreline Restoration to Begin on the North Shore of East Okoboji

by Steve Weisman

The north shore of East Okoboji Lake
has always been a popular fishing spot and
recreation area. The shoreline is made up
of the five-acre Isthmus Park, managed
by the City of Spirit Lake, along with the
Spirit Lake Fish Hatchery Grounds. This
area has a small gravel boat ramp, bath-
room facilities, bike trails, the spillway,
public docks and piers, and almost over
2,700 ft of public shoreline. Much of this
shoreline has some severe erosion issues
caused by excessive tree and brush growth.
This growth also makes accessing large
portions of the shoreline very difficult.
The good news? A shoreline restoration
project is on the way!

Restoring the shoreline
This project has been on hold for several
years, but its design was completed in
late 2025. Project funding is coming from
Towa’s Marine Fuel Tax Fund. The project
includes tree and brush cutting, stump
grinding and shoreline improvements,
including rip rap, boat ramp improve-
ments, prairie restoration,and grading and
turf grass seeding in the park. Work will
begin in early March, and the renovation
is to be completed in 2026.

About the trees

For the project’s success, the huge
cottonwood trees need to be removed.
According to Mike Hawkins, lowa DNR
Fisheries Regional Biologist, “These big
cottonwood trees are causing so many
issues along the shoreline. The goal is to
replace them with native hardwood trees
thathistorically grew along our shorelines.
After the construction work is completed,
we are working with a couple of organiza-
tions to plant more beneficial trees.”

Most certainly, when a lot of people
see those huge cottonwood trees, they
question why they should be cut down.
However, they have so many drawbacks.
First off, the white cotton seeds in the
spring, the constant dropping of leaves
and twigs, along with their soft wood that
makes them prone to branches snapping
in high winds.

Hawkins says, “Cottonwood trees are
not good for shorelines. Their shallow
roots are often undercut by erosion and
when they fall or begin to lean, they can
tear up huge chunks of shoreline.” He
adds that many of these trees have been
identified as hazardous due to their age
and size of their dead limbs.

Hwy. 71, Okoboji, IA = 712.332,7752 (£ OPEN: Monday - Sunday = 10am - 5:30pm

30% OFF
Many Selected

ADULT Sweatshirts

30%.0FF

Selected.Infant &
Toddler: Clothes

Puzzles and Books for All = Jellycat = Fidgets = Squishies

Isthmus Park is a great community spot
for fishing, hiking, biking picnicking...
As John Smeltzer with the Spirit Lake
Protective Association notes, “Hopefully
opening the area up a little and making
the shoreline more stable will only help
the kids fishing days there in the future!”

If you have questions about the proj-
ect, Hawkins encourages people to call
(712-336-1840) or stop in at the Spirit
Lake Hatchery.

(photo by lowa DNR) An example of a
huge cottonwood tree with structural
issues. Shallow roots are often undercut
by erosion and when they fall or begin
to lean, they can tear up huge chunks
of shoreline.

lowa Lakes Establishes Carter “Tater”
Johnson Memorial Scholarship

Towa Lakes Community College Foundation has established
the Carter “Tater” Johnson Memorial Scholarship to honor the
life, legacy, and lasting
impact of Carter Johnson, a
beloved member of the lowa
Lakes family. The fund was
established following the
recent tragedy involving
members of the lowa Lakes
baseball team.

Known affectionately as
“Tater,” Carter was more
than a student-athlete. He
was a teammate, a friend,
and a young man whose
faith,character,and unwav-
ering spirit deeply touched
those around him. His pres-
ence on campus and within
the baseball program left a
meaningful imprint that will
not be forgotten.

The memorial scholarship has been created to ensure that
Carter’s legacy continues to make a difference in the lives of
future Iowa Lakes students. Contributions to the fund will sup-
port the establishment and growth of a scholarship awarded in
his memory.

“This scholarship fund provides a meaningful way for our
community to honor Carter’s life and the impact he made at lowa

Katy Lynn
Boutique

New
Arrivals
Daily!

984 Hwy. 1
Ste.C
Arnolds Park

katylynnbhoutigque.com

OPEN FRIDAY 2-6 PM & SATURDAY 12-4 PM
IN THE CENTRAL EMPORIUM « SHOP.PALMATTHEPARK.COM

GRAND
RE-OPENING

Wareh © + 7 ’

PAST SEASON SALE +
FIRST LOOK AT NEW ARRIVALS

DISCOUNT DRAWING ¢ GIFT WITH PURCHASE « WINE & SNACKS

30%' OFF
Many Selected

YOUTH, Sweatshirts

Lakes,” said Dan Lutat, Executive Director of Foundations and
Governmental Affairs. “The outpouring of support we have seen
speaks to the kind of young man he was. Through this fund, his
legacy will continue to support students for years to come.”

Community members, alumni, friends, and supporters are
invited to contribute to the Carter “Tater” Johnson Memorial
Scholarship Fund. Gifts of any size are welcome and will help
build a lasting tribute that reflects the strength, perseverance,
and heart Carter brought to lowa Lakes.

Tomake adonation,please visit: https.://foundation.iowalakes.
edu/give-carter-tater-johnson-memorial-scholarship/

Additional details regarding scholarship criteria and awarding
will be announced as the scholarship is established.

During this difficulttime, the lowa Lakes community remains
united in honoring Carter’s life and supporting one another.

Bingo Night for
Heritage Square

The Lake Park Friends of
the Museum will be holding
Bingo on February 28, at the
Lake Park Community Center.
Doors will open at 5:30 p.m.;
bingo will begin at 6:00 p.m.
There will be a cash payout
and meal available. Funds
will go to the Heritage Square
Re-imagined Project.

Resources F Client
—

Breuker Financial Strategies

A Financial Plan tailored
to meet your individual goals

D \&.

Ry ROYAL

(Z’wxé 7‘7 at

Don Breuker
Independently Contracted Agent

712-336-4855
Cell. 712-461-1321

don.breuker@royalfundmanagement.com
www.RoyalFundManagement.com

602 39'" Street « Spirit Lake, IA 51360-2045

Investment Adviser Representative of and investment services offered
through Royal Fund Management, LLC, an SEC Registered Adviser. 401(k)
Maneuver is another business name for Royal Fund Management, LLC.

bfsdonb@msn.com
dbreuker.hbwfinancial.com

ATTENTION EMPLOYERS &/OR HR PERSONNEL:
It may be time again for the annual compliance review/benchmark
of your current retirement plan.
Unlike some other Independent Plan Auditors, who may charge upwards of $10,000
for an annual plan audit, we’ve decided to offer this Benchmark to you at no cost.

All we need is an updated version of your current plan docs, and we’ll provide a
benchmark report so you can have it documented on file for compliance reasons.

Support

THE LAKES NEWS

. | * FOOTINGS, WALLS, FLOORS, PAVING

e EARTHWORK - EXCAVATION, DEMOLITION
e CONCRETE CRUSHING

e UNDERGROUND UTILITIES
e CONCRETE PUMPING

e CRUSHED CONCRETE
e CLAY FILL

* BLACK DIRT
* GRAVEL

e TRUCKING

s

7 T T A ST A T v
e f S e lah Ve
f S

Your Local Concrete Company Specializing in Providing High-OdaIity Concrete Construction
Services with a Focus on Precision and Efficiency, Ensuring Durable and Reliable Results!

712-336-9062 | 3120 18th St. Spirit Lake, IA 51360
Monday - Friday: 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM | Closed Saturday & Sunday

SHOPPER

W Advertising Family of Merchants.

New Season. New Projects.
Your NEW Customers.

Why Advertise in the
ATV SPRING HOME GUIDE?
p v
r e Targeted Seasonal Intent: Connect with homeowners
N / exactly when they are planning spring cleaning,

S J—J landscaping, and remodeling projects.
—
: * Unmatched Regional Reach: Benefit from a massive
local footprint covering Dickinson, Emmet, Osceola,
and Clay counties.

» High Retention Value: Unlike daily news, specialty
guides are often kept as references for weeks,
providing your ad with repeated exposure.

* Multi-Platform Exposure: Your advertisement is
featured in the physical print edition and the
permanent digital archive, accessible on any device.

» Community Trust: Leverage the 50-year legacy of a

publication that the Iowa Great Lakes community
relies on for local commerce and news.

Space & Copy Deadline: March 20%

Publication Date: ‘March 24*
*
Weather permitting we could push back to April

Advertise Online

Optimize your audience reach
with a print and digital advertising
package. Ask your ad consultant

for details! ‘

Contact John, Jantina, Jenna or
stop by The Lakes News Shopper office today!

\ WIS NS SHOPPER [
712.338.2232
www.lakesnewsshopper.com

SCAN HERE

To View Last
Year's Edition



https://foundation.iowalakes
mailto:bfsdonb@msn.com
mailto:don.breuker@royalfundmanagement.com
http://www.RoyalFundManagement.com
http://www.lakesnewsshopper.com
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SHOP, DINE, & ENJOY " %7 A RECLINER
v THAT FINALLY GETS

GREAT lﬂl(ES ooy 1T RIGHT

Shaped, visually
refined and made - ... .
to feel as good as ..

it looks.

GREAT STYLES-FRIENDLY SMILES

PAYING CASH!

OLD EWELRY IS EASY | MONEY' ,
= = e Find your Recline at

INTERI®RS [:iisvoivs

SEASONAL DECOR

FURNITURE & HOME BATH « BEDDING ¢+ KITCHEN

E1 Great Lakes Mall * Spirit Lake ¢ 712.336.1000 * Mon.-Sat. 10am-5pm * www.interiorsiowa.com r_)

- |—I r - (24 l (a2d I |—| J
Great Lakes Mall B |—' -r) J ‘ ) R J N J_ J ,_l
Wouldn't you rather say it came from Spirit Lake Silver & Gold! Spirit Lake ¢ 712-336-5405 ) 1 ) ) 1 J

www.spiritlakesilverandgold.com

:LOOKI

FASHIONS =

h d - Mhebissa £ D . & \\& 2 o/ [/ GREAT LAKES MALL , SPIRIT LAKE
1 . 0 ssa & Doug, N S & Y o 2 ] f OPEN MON-SAT 10-5:30
infant - toddlergiatween 4 = \ g / BN MO -

OPEN Monday-Saturday 10au-5:30pw 10yS

. MARK THE MEMORY. MAKE IT TIMELESS.

%
J’
>

Celebrate Every Anniversary with Diamonds.
A Bnllnant Reflection of Your Endurlng Love

% *m, CTHARET

SRERIRRE [ | ATKTE

LVER
OLD -

GREAT LAKES MALL | 712-336-5405 | SPIRITLAKESILVERANDGOLD.COM | OPEN MON-SAT 9AM-5:30 PM

FASHION

FORMULA @
SIZES PETITE-PLUS FoLLow us: (@)

GREAT LAKES MALL | 712-336-3824 | OPEN MON-SAT 9-5PM



http://www.spiritlakesilverandgold.com
http://www.interiorsiowa.com
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HAPPY HOUR

Monday-Friday 3-5Spm
22 oz. Margarita
Any Flavor

Tuesday, February 24, 2026

Page 6

Birthday Announcement

Let’s celebrate Vernice Wahl on her 85th birthday on Friday,
February 20, 2026. Cards can be sent to 1344 310th Avenue,
Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360.

FRIDAY. LENTEN
SPECIAL! .
FISHERMAN'S PLATTER

MILFORD
KIWANIS
PRESENTS

B Rl

$700 b 3
2° IND ¥ TENDER MEATS BOTTOMLESS - Alaskan Wings - Calamari - Shrim
28 oz. Draft Beer THURSDAYS OF HOMEMADE SOUPS BOWL 2% —
$600 DAILY SPECIALS  OF SOUPT - Homemade Hush Pupples
Domestic Bottle Beer Wennespay Pasta NichT $12.99 voun choice oF Also Available:
$300 Feb. 26T « BINGO 6-8 *RIBS & SPAGHETTI -RIBS & LASAGNA ROLL UPS -CHICKEN ALFREDO Fish or Shrimp Tacos
; . S Thursdays: Meat Raffle! ;
Imported Bottle Beer Card sales begin at 5:30 SO e ; Daily Lunch &
P $400 5 "W\\ Key Chain CASH Drawing Z SPERIOR. 0y Evening Specials
MEAL PROVIDED ' ‘11“ HOURS: Mon.-Sat. | lam-10pm Monthly Feature Menu!
sl = o ® | =IBS | Fri. & Sat. 10pm-3am Late Night Breakfast | 712.858.4500
A # El Mal' laChl AT ARY : r}\cw 117 W. Broadway, Arnolds Park Hwy. 9 | Superior, IA
; Bar & QGrill FOR JUST OLD TOWN ARNOLDS PRRK, TA 712-332-5152 Open Wed. thru Sun. at 11 a.m.
712-339-9669 $7.00!
1511 18 St. Spirit Lake, IA R
Located Inside The Great Lakes Mall Splrlt Lake VFW 914 Lake Street

Hours: Mon-Sat 11am-9pm

Sun 11am-8pm BINGO profits support local scholarships & youth programs.

Milford Kiwanis meets every Tues. at 7am at the Milford Community Center.

Lakes Area Activity/Senior Center
gﬁ)p in and see whdf we have o el

SCHEDULED PRESENTATIONS/EVENTS:

Tuesday, February 24, 12:00 PM - Dickinson
County Public Health will be providing free blood
pressure checks

Thursdays - 11:00 AM - TaiChi
Fridays - 9:50 AM - Chair Yoga

SAVETHEDATE! | 0 0

SUNDAY, MARCH 15
10:30am-12:30pm

HAM DINNER

Tuesday, March 3, 12:30 PM - Nature Center -

Toplc: Animal Myth Busters $15.00 Tickets available

at the Senior Genter

SIGN UP FOR MARCH DINNER DATE MEALS!
Reserve your meal for next week A it Certificate for Dinner Date
Low Cost: *7-10 Donation

SERVED
AT
NOON

Meals is the Perfect Gift!

o3

PLEASE CALL 712-336-5247 BY 1:00 PM FRIDAY TO RESERVE A MEAL FOR NEXT WEEK

: : ) Meals are available for those 60 and older
Dinners are provided by Cﬁg\?’!ﬂ!(’s&gﬁ of Lake Park. RineITET e PR st f0E)

2101 Zenith Ave. * Spirit Lake, IA ¢ 712-336-5247

one to submit a BINGO card obtain-
ing the letter “X”, and is the winner of
$100. Tracy was the first one to submit
a BINGO card obtaining the letter “L”,
and is the winner of $100. Merle was
the second one to submit a BINGO

Natural Family Chiropractic, Farmers
Savings Bank, Interior Sewing by Lisa,
Iron Horse Land Company, Katy Lynn
Boutique, Keelson Harbour, Los Pueb-
los, Milford/Premier Communications,
Milford Kiwanis, Shoreline Threads

: i ¢ - 43 o O
4 Wednesday
Goulash Chicken Stuffing Beef Enchilada Chicken Wrap Fish Sandwich B I “ G 0 W I N N ER s n N “ 0 l.l “ ﬂ E n !
Vegetable Casserole Vegetable Vegetable /Bun We have winners! Congratulations  card obtaining the letter “L”, and is the  and The Tobacco Shop.
Fruit & Bread V?getable Fruit Fruit vegﬂ?ble Xlggﬁggrgg}?)]:\?lg&:ﬁzg?:;kd)r’ircrlizg Wirglesrp(fii?ot.hanks to our sponsors: to \:Fv?lfr ?Firee;;grlnrgggﬂ r\fvlﬁiersgaﬁrclzi
Fruit & Bread Fruit (Lakefield, MN). Tammy was the first Lakes Auto Care/Milford Auto Care, April 14th, 2026, or until all prizes

are claimed. Prizes will total over
$1,000. The complete set of rules are
published on our website: LakesNews-
Shopper.com.

lakesart.org | 712.332.7029

2201 HWY 71 N | Okoboji, IA 51355

PEARSON

LAKES ART CENTER

Winter Hours:
Tues-Sat: 10am-4pm | Thurs: 10am-9pm

“‘!, )

LAY

Sea

Dickinson County All School Show
Opening Reception, 3/5, 5-8pm

K E.:“-
B -l

What is Disability? Mural Project
Through 2/28

PERFORMING ARTS

6/30 | Linda Ronstadt Experience
Linda Ronstadt Tribute | 7:30 PM | S40/S$S50
MEMBERS ONLY PRESALE 2/24-3/2

7/7 | Commotion
USA's #1 CCR Tribute | 7:30 PM | $40/$50
MEMBERS ONLY PRESALE 3/3-3/9

7/14| A Brothers Revival
Allman Brothers Tribute | 7:30 PM | $40/S$S50
MEMBERS ONLY PRESALE 3/10-3/16

EDUCATION CLASSES

STILL LIFE THURSDAYS- FLORALS
Open Studio

Mar. 19, Apr. 9 & May 21
10am-9pm, Come and Go | $10/$15

NEW Russian & Soviet Impressionism Collection
Through 5/31

SWING DANCE CLASS
With Midwest Swing Dance Co.

Friday, Mar. 13 & Saturday, Mar. 14
7-9pm | $80/$90 | All Levels, 21+

Call 712-332-7029
or visit lakesart.org
to purchase
presale tickets.

We work from the ground up so
that anyone at any ability level
can learn how to dance. This
class is not only for couples, but
for singles too! Hors d'oeuvres
will be served and cash bar
available. Register by Mar. 6.

A presale code is required for
online orders, check your inbox
or call us and we'll be happy
to help.

Sales begin at 10am-
please have credit card
information ready.

Register online or call 712-332-7029

TICKETS ON SALE

oLDS PARK, 1A
AEI::SERVATION PLAZA

TICKETS ON SALE @
ARNOLDSPARK.COM

HELLO STITCHES! with Sandie Smith

Saturday, March 28 | 9:30am-4pm | $45/$55
Intermediate, 18+ | Register by 3/21

In this session, you'll complete two practical kitchen
projects including a Casserole Carrier and Hanging
Kitchen Hand Towel. Whether you're brand new to

sewing or want a refresher, this workshop will build

your confidence and leave you with two useful items.
Participants can bring their own sewing machine or reserve
one of our limited sewing machines- first come, first serve.
All fabric provided, we ask that you bring an iron, ironing
pad, fabric scissors or rotary cutter.

Each month, florist, April Junge, of
Hometown Florals, will curate a unique
arrangement featuring distinctive blooms §
and unusual vases—perfect for artists

of all styles. Bring your own supplies and
work in any medium you choose. Drop-ins
welcome. This is an open studio, self lead
the class. All Levels, 16+

BALLROOM

Date Night Cooking Class
With Marisa Sidles of Rissy’s Dry Rubs and Seasonings

Create & Savor Cooking Class
With Marisa Sidles of Rissy’s Dry Rubs and Seasonings

A Vegetarian Voyage
With Sarah Page w/ So Good By Sarah Custom Catering

Saturdays | 6pm | $80/$90
Register by Mar. 11

6pm | $160/$170 per Couple
Must register 3 days prior to each class.

Wednesday, Mar. 18 | 12pm
$50/$60 | Register by Mar. 12

FOOL HOUSE

THE ULTIMATE 90’5 PARTY:
THE MILLENNIUM TOUR

Struggling to incorporate more healthy
vegetables into your daily diet or tired

of delegating vegetables as just side
dishes? Sarah is eager to demonstrate
tasty vegetarian main dishes to build your
confidence in exploring the wide world

of plant-based cuisine! Enjoy several
samplings and a glass of wine.

In this hands-on cooking class, Marisa
will guide you in preparing a delicious
decadent meal, glass of wine included!

Mar. 14: A Night In Naples

A little flour, a little wine and a lot of love,
the perfect date night with Marisa!

Friday, Mar. 13: A Night In Naples

Friday, Apr. 24: Summer Grilled Tri-Tip
with Salsa Verde

ROOFGARDENBALLROOM.COM




Iowa Lakes Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship

Meets second & fourth Sundays v
9:30 am/Coffee & Fellowship + 10:00 am Service
Lakes Area Activity Center,

2101 Zenith Ave, Spirit Lake
See uuokoboji.com for dates and program schedule.

We are a progressive, liberal welcoming congregation

HARBOR OF JOY

LUTHERAN CHURCH LCM@
nchored inihe Word 1204 L Ave. Milford  712-338-2355

LENTEN SERVICE
Wednesday, Feb. 25 at 6:15pm

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP EVERY

SUNDAY AT 9:30 AM
OR ONLINE AT HARBOROFJOY.COM

"I have said these things to you, that in me you may have
peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart;
I have overcome the world.”- John 16:33

BLESSING BOX CUPBOARD LOCATED

:ﬁwfg Hove 2 Hessn LEAVETT == OgFS;gling GER

Ce a CSSInﬂ
ITEMS AVAILABLE 24/7

Krow b HERD om
JOYKIDS Every Wednesday at 3:30PM

-|- SUNDAYS - 10:00 AM
0 TUESDAYS - 11:00 AM

St. Alban's

Episcopal Church
“The Lord Be with You”

The Reverend Carolyn Tuttle, Rector

Live Stream
through our Facebook Page

Email: office@stalbansepiscopalchurch.org

Website: stalbansepiscopalchurch.org

The Episcopal presence in the lowa Great Lakes Area
23 & Zenith Ave. ¢ Spirit Lake ¢ 712-336-1117

. Excelsior United
Methodist Church

~ Deep Roots - Strong Faith

Worship & vFeIIowshlp
Sunday at 9:00 am

Rev. Dr. Jennifer Hesebeck
2005 150th Ave, Milford « 712.330.7149 _f)

Caregivers Support Group

Lakes Area Caregivers Support Group is available for help
dealing with the stress of being a caregiver to someone with
Alzheimers or other dementia disorders.

This community caregivers group meets at 10:00 every
Wednesday morning at First Presbyterian Church in Spirit Lake.
This is an opportunity to discuss with other caregivers stories
and concerns in a comfortable and confidential manner.

Atypical meeting might include a presentation on topics such
as handling of legal issues, stress reduction, care facilities, posi-
tive coping language, and sharing personal methods of handling
challenges faced every day by other caregivers.

For more information, call 712-336-1649 or 712-330-1270.

Bird
aven

%?m%ﬁffmﬂg Enjo

\,.i
4Striped $475
Sunflower Seeds 1 /LB

This is one of the most popular birdseeds, and will appeal to a
wide variety of birds, especially smaller songbirds.

1655 225th Place e Spirit Lake
Cell 712-320-0320 ﬂ

712-336-BIRD (2473)
HOURS:
TUE.-SAT. 9-4 ¢ SUN. 12-4

Join Us...

Two WORSHIP SERVICES

TO CHOOSE FROM
Saturdays at 6:00pm  try Chair Yoga
with Sue DeBord -

Sundays at 9:00am Tuesdays at 10:00am

p—

calvarylovesall.com
o " 679 W. Okoboji Grove Rd.|
C A L A RY Arnolds Park
o United Methodist Church 712'332’2447
Sharing God's Love with ALL Find us on

%%%#—%%éﬁa%

nondenominational

FAITH

COMMUNITY
CHURCH

T

éﬁé WORSHIP WITH US!
SUNDAY - 10:30 AM

ﬁ? Coffee & Fellowship

éﬁs Before & After the Service

T

T

Rev. Dr. Jennifer Hesebeck, Pastor

805 Okoboji Avenue © Milford, IA
712.338.4642 + www.faithcommunitymilford.com

KENPIIPIRC T SR
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Dickinson County Republican
County Convention

The Dickinson County Republican County Convention will
be held on Saturday, March 7, 2026, at 9:00 AM at the Iowa
Lakes Community College campus, 800 21st St., Spirit Lake.
Registration begins at 8:30 AM.

Delegates, alternates, and junior delegates elected at the
February 2nd Dickinson County Republican caucus will gather
to vote on District and State delegates and alternates, elect Dis-
trict Convention Committee members, and create the Dickinson
County Republican platform.

For more information, please contact: Ben Parsons (Chair)
at 712-334-0578 or Kris Rowley (Co-chair): at 712-330-4148.

MILFORD PIONEER
THEATRE

905 Okoboji Avenue
Milford - 515-207-2306

milfordpioneertheatre.com

THE LAKES NEWS SHOPPER

Family Services
Resource Guide

Dickinson County’s Family
Resource Guide is a compre-
hensive free resource for local
residents to utilize when trying
tolocate services in and around
the county. With a variety of
services and help providers
listed, the book is a one-stop-
shop to locate local resources.
To access the free guide online,
visit https://www.extension.
iastate.edu/dickinson/county-
resource-guide. If you have
services to add to the guide,
contact Sue at 712-336-3488
or boettche@iastate .edu.

: v, o
Italian & American Cuisine
from our made from Scratch Kitchen!

Tuesday, February 24, 2026

Page 7

YOUR AGENT!

ulti-
Million

MARILYN STRICKLAND

Broker - Associate
Hoien Realty

712-336-2790 or 712-320-7070

Weekly Social
Gathering

You are invited to a weekly
social gathering every Wednes-
day from 12:30 - 4:30pm at the
American Legion in Milford.
Come and play a game of cards.
Coffee will be provided. They
hope to see you there.

=)

TUES NIGHT

$5 Hamburger

While supplies last

SCREAM ;

BURGER SPECIAL

Fresh Ground Hamburger Blend

THURS NIGHT

Build Your Own Pasta Bar
with Salad and Bread

FRINIGHT
WALLEYE FRY

Call for Details
Not All You Can Eat

[ WIvaN 6:30 & 9:10
RlAwire] 1:15, 4:00, 6:45 & 9:20
SUN 3/1 EBIERTPUE]

15 Dam Road, Arnolds Park - 712-337-3238

mon-we 3124 [

I CAN ONI.Y IMAGINE 2

FRI227
SAT228
SUN 3/1
MoN-weD 324 T

WINTER HOURS: TUES. - SAT. 5PM-CLOSE

Serving
Breakfast & Lunch

¢ Noon Specials
Hours: Tues.-Sat. 9am-2pm

Recliner Seating -

POPCORN
To-Stay or To-Go

- Wednesdays Burger Day -

Featuring Hand-Pattied Burgers

Hours:
Saturday & Sunday
10am - 4pm

Men's & Ladies' Clothing, Okoboji Sportswear & Souvenirs,

Ladies' Accessories, Swimsuits, Home Décor, Nautical & Gifts

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor,

The publisher does not necessarily share the views/opinions stated
in the “Letters to the Editor” published in The Lakes News Shopper.

On behalf of Diane’s Gold Standard Cleaning, we would

VILLAGE WEST

RESORT & HOTEL
N

'WORSHIP
8:30 AM §
11:00 AM

JFELLOWSHIP

EDUCATION
9:45 AM

office@3cross.org @ 712-338-4514 @ WW\W.3Cross.org

9:30 AM

Bedell Family YMCA
712.336.9622 « www.okobojiymca.com

FIND US ON FACEBOOK TO STAY
UP TO DATE ON ALL ACTIVITIES! i

THE EVERY PLAYER
MATTERS PLACE

YOUTH SOCCER - SPRING SESSION
Saturday, April 18 - May 23 « 8AM-12PM
Ages: PreK/K, 1st/2nd, 3rd/4th,U12,U14
Practices start the week of April 6

the

-
(Y
A

Cost: $59 members
$114 non-members

Interest in being a Head Coach?
(Register at the front desk
for a 50% discount)

like to extend our deepest gratitude to the community for the
incredible success of our first annual “Shop For Your Sibling”
event held in December 2025. This event perfectly embodied
the spirit of Christmas and the joy of giving.

The generosity of our donors and the dedication of over 30
volunteers allowed us to serve over 170 children and at least 9
families. Because of this collective effort, we were able to reach
families in Lake Park, Spirit Lake, Milford, Spencer, Estherville,
and beyond. We are truly awed by the support we received.

We would like to publicly recognize the many organizations
and individuals who made this possible. The following partners
provided essential contributions:

Local Businesses: Barn Swallow, Boji Junction, Boji Spudz,
Bomgaars, Bosses Pizza, Coca Cola, Crave Bakery (JoAnn
Thorne), Drifty’s,Fisherman Outlet Stores, Golden Buys Outlet,
Hallmark,Javis Grill, Dominos, Kwik Star, Lagniappe Tearoom,
Los Pueblos, Mary’s Gift Shop, McDonalds, McKeens, Papa
Murphys, Pizza Ranch, Port Side Pizzeria (Greg & Christy
Thompson), Spirit Lake Silver & Gold, Spudnuts, Subway, Taco
Johns, Tri-State Litho, and Waterfront.

Media & Real Estate: KITV News 4, The Lakes News
Shopper, Okoboji Broadcasting (Jeff), Hinn Real Estate (Rob
& Jimmy), Peggy Bergh-Kuker with Keller Williams Okoboji,
and Erica Schulte with Next Home Realty.

Community Leaders & Public Servants: Mayor Kevin Bice,
Landry McKinney (Miss lowa Pre-Teen Queen), Santa Claus
(Rob Catlin), Spirit Lake Fire Department (Mike), Spirit Lake
Police Department, and the Spirit Lake Senior Center.

Individuals & Families: Robert & Diane Esch, Robert &
Martha Esch, Margie Lynch, The Schaefer Family, Curt & Su-
san Willette, and many more independent and private donors.

Our mission is to ensure every child has a positive experience
with giving and receiving. Thanks to these contributions, we now
have resources available throughout the year to provide gifts for
birthday parties and housewares for those in need.

We are already starting preparations to make this an annual
event for 2026. If you would like to donate items or contribute
to our cause, please contact Diane at 515-708-9400 or Deb at
507-236-2973.

Thank you for helping us help the community.

Sincerely,

Diane Esch and Deb Holz

Diane’s Gold Standard Cleaning

@D :
DELIGHTS

THEY’RE IN A LEAGUE OF THEIR OWN.

SAVE 207

MILFORD

712-338-4060

SUN. - THURS. 6am-9pm

FRI. & SAT. 6am-10pm

ONLINE ORDERING AT PERKINSRESTAURANT.COM

[=]

AMERICAN FOOD CO.

Excludes
Burger, Fries &
Pies Trio

20% Off Your Total Bill

Present this coupon to the cashier at the time of sale
and receive a 20% discount off your total bill
(including entrées, drinks, side items, and desserts). *
Not valid with any other special or discount programs.

Word Search Puzzle Key from page 8A Cri Cod
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0 VR OO ENUIBAUOTETITFNNU OO OTDB

Y F CCCUPXGNTISSET CUOTRUZPUOUP Sa n dWI c h
VE E L URS X AV B SDOTYRDB X G

GV PPSO0CTIULY® UNTCTTIONTILWU

X/I NP LPBULAGMTFESOBTILIYIINO

ST XINNOL AMUPICUONUGOAPNTIITO/MN
E'UNOOATII(NLXLCEARNTINGTITIO

E'CS I G SIS A MF S L' E E P I VRTTI

Cc E LT G T YRY I LWNUXUDBUMAIRAT

N X B I Y I NUTEUAEWRUPTTIILMN
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xcludes

Senior/Kid's

UP TO TOTAL OF *10 OFF o

Bakery To-Go

E PERKINS CATERING
Scan to view the
menu and place
your order today.

AMERICAN FOOD CO.

Coupon Expires: April 1, 2026

Valid only at Perkins® Restaurant L&Ekw\ cated at Boji Junctior M\frdlAO

U ly pon
accepted. Mutiated, tampered , forged, or phuwcup\ed coupons are not accepted. Sales tax, i
applicable, must be paid by customer. Please present coupon when ordering.


mailto:office@stalbansepiscopalchurch.org
http://www.okobojiymca.com
http://www.faithcommunitymilford.com
https://www.extension
mailto:boettche@iastate.edu
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The Lake Park Frlends of the Museum

'.Q will be holding :

; BING‘) at the

Lake Park Community Center
SATIJRDAY Feb. 28

Doors will open opoon |

- at 5:30pm and wallabncal

+'| BINGO will begin at 6:00pm
- There will be a cash payout and meal available. :°
|All proceeds W|ll 9o towards the Herltage Square Relmagmed pr01ect .

FVF f O F

S¢p” SHOP DINE!

PETERSUNN ANTIQUES
SHOP OUR INVENTORY

of Antique Guns, Knives, Ammo & Decoys!

Wanted to Buy: Antique Guns, Knives, etc.

Terry Peterson- Owner
775-790-0935 ¢ #35 West 1st St. Spencer, IA

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Dentists

Accountants

G
|
Erpelding+VoigteCo.
LLP
Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor

Brian L. Sohn, CPA, CFP®
Michael Schlitter, CPA

(auno . Comm:[[ed - B

\O/

In-House Savings Plans Available
Accepting New Patients

1801 Hwy. 71 N., P.0. Box 605 LOCALLY OWNED
Okoboji, IA 51355
712-332-2443

www.evcpa.com

Accountants

Providers for Delta Dental, Blue Dental, Ameritas, and United Healthcare
CareCredit financing available

Dentists

- IGL Marsh Marigolds to Host Mardi Gras
. Party & Conservation Fundraiser on March 7

Get ready to trade the marsh for the masquerade as the IGL
Marsh Marigolds, a chapter of Ladies Ducks Unlimited, prepares
to host a festive Mardi Gras Party on March 7 at Oak Hill Outdoor
in Milford. This vibrant evening blends celebration with conserva-
tion, offering a full schedule of entertainment that includes raffles,
interactive games, and both live and silent auctions. All proceeds
from the event directly support Ducks Unlimited’s mission of
habitat preservation, ensuring that every bid and ticket purchase
contributes to the protection of vital wetlands. The festivities kick
off with a social hour at 5:00 PM, followed by a delicious meal
served at 6:30 PM.

There are several ways to participate through various ticket
and sponsorship packages designed for every level of support.
Individual attendees can purchase a Single Ticket for $50, which
includes dinner and a DU membership, while a Couples Package
is available for $60. For younger conservationists under 18, a
Greenwing Ticket is offered for $20 and includes a membership
along with eligibility for special prizes. Those looking to make a
larger impact can become a Sponsor for $300, receiving two dinner
tickets, a DU membership, $100 in raffle packages, and an entry
into a sponsor-only drawing. For the ultimate level of support, the
$1,000 Premier Sponsor package includes two memberships, two
dinner tickets, $200 in raffle packages, a sponsor drawing entry,
and the choice of a firearm from the gun board.

Event organizers describe the evening as a fantastic opportunity
for the community to come together, enjoy a great meal, and have
fun while supporting essential environmental work. Because space
is limited, early registration is highly encouraged to ensure a spot at
the party. To secure tickets or discuss sponsorship, interested guests
cancontact Daniat 712-339-5126,Lucy at 712-260-5712, or Becky
at712-330-3372.Additionally, digital registration options are avail-
able by scanning the QR code found on the official event flyers.

The IGL Marsh Marigolds is a local chapter of Ducks Unlimited
focused on engaging women in the mission of wetlands and waterfowl
conservation through community events and fundraising.

1510 Hill Avenue
Downtown Spirit Lake
www.hillavenuedental.net

[, DARREN DOTSON,
D.D.S.

AMY E. HARTZELL,
D.D.S.

Office: 712-336-4895

Newell

Orthodontics
pC.™

RAAK &ASSOCIATES

certlfled public accountants

Daniel W. Raak, CPA
Providing Rock Solid

Financial Advice

11 18th St, Spirit Lake
712-336-3428
www.newell-orthodontics.com
i

y align

CRAIG E. NEWELL, D.D.S., M.S.

Specialist in
Orthodontics and
Dentofacial Orthopedics

REVE £\ "L 'IHESE

Lakeshoré Specialists Sinee 1952
Premier Invisalign 1723‘Hill oy YT
Provid : 2
FOVIGET SPIRIT LAKE

Delta Dental and
Hawk-i Provider

Professional Staff:

New Clients

103 S. 6th St.
Estherville, IA 51334

(712) 362-5891
FAX (712) 362-7172

Nicole Steffensen, CPA Dentists
Tammy Lair
Tyler Turner
Accepting
GREAT LAKES

DENTAL ASSOCIATES

DENTISTRY DESIGNED FOR TODAY'S FAMILIES
3020 Aurora Ave. W., Spirit Lake

yw.greatlakesda.com | (712) 336-2460

YOUR AGENT!
Mfarllyn L. Strickland

Notice to
Dickinson County

PROPERTY OWNERS

The second half of tax payments for
*Real Estate *Mobile Homes

*Special & Drainage Assessments
are now due.

Deadline for payments without
penalty is Tues., March 31, 2026

DCNC Summer Camp
Registration Opens on March 2nd

Registration for summer camps at the Dickinson County Na-
ture Center will open on Monday, March 2 ,at 8:00 AM, offering
a wide variety of outdoor environmental education camps for
children ages 4 (pre-kindergarten) through 8th grade.

This year’s camp theme, “From Online to Outdoors,” en-
courages kids to unplug and discover outdoor adventures that
spark curiosity and creativity. Camps will take place in Kenue
Park, Horseshoe Bend, and with local partnering organizations.

Families should register their children for the grade they will
enter in the fall. Some camps will offer two identical sessions,
providing additional opportunities to participate in popular
youth camps.

“Our summer camps offer so many engaging outdoor expe-
riences that keep minds active and off the screens,” said Amy
Heibult, community relations coordinator of the Dickinson
County Conservation Board.

All camp registration will take place online at www.dick-
insoncountynaturecenter.com under the Programs/Events tab
and Event List. More details can be found in the description
of each event.

Families are encouraged to register soon after registration
opens, as camps tend to fill quickly. For questions, please call
the Nature Center at 712-336-6352.

WORLD TRAVEL INC.

Call Sandy
712-336-4580

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The publisher does not necessarily share the views/opinions stated
in the “Letters to the Editor” published in The Lakes News Shopper.

To the Editor:

Please watch videos from the Munich Security Conference
held February 13th to the 15th.

At the conference, Secretary of State Marco Rubio looked
connected and statesmanlike as he discussed the cultural ties
between the United States and Europe. He emphasized shared
histories, dangers, solutions, and futures. As a Cuban American
he discussed his family ties to Spain and Sardinia.

Mr. Rubio made a strong case for an expected run as the
next Republican candidate for President. Munich did not work
out well for the Democrats who chose to speak. As Donald
Trump pointed out, the Democrats were “not a good look for
the United States”.

Hillary Clinton who initially addressed the mistakes of the
West for allowing mass immigration, then proceeded into an
anti-Trump rant. Czech Foreign Minister Petr Mainka responded
“I don’t think that you like him”and despite repeated interrup-
tions from an obviously peeved, Hillary, Mr. Mainka went on
to say that Trump is the response of “regular” people to the
Democratic policies of “cancel culture”, “woke” policies, the
“gender revolution”, and “climate activism”.

Unfortunately for the Democrats Hillary was the highest
scoring performance.

AOC decided to explain to a European audience the necessity
of Marxist policies, ignoring the fact that half of her audience
had only recently been delivered from the horrors of Marxism
inflicted on them by the USSR.

It’s time for the Democrats to come up with better solutions
than just hatred of Donald Trump and one more trip into the
failures of Communism.

Donald C Parsons

Sioux City , Iowa

2500 Firearms
in Stock! Plenty
of Choices!

(NEW in Box, 5 Choke Tubes)
*Bows

* Archery Supplies
*long Guns

RFAITOR

MLS

Hwy. 71 & 9
Spirit Lake
712-336-4535

“Because FisH Don't CARE
Whar You Paip!”

Accountants

Dentists

WINTHER STAVE

< &COlue
Certified Public Accountants

D. Jeffrey Crew, CPA/ICVAICGMA
Carol Sporrer, CPA
Rebecca Graves, CPA

Lakeland Square P.0. Box 187 RANDY PAS, DDS

Pas § Toa|e

Pay online at

www.IlowaTaxAndTags.org
by eCheck, credit or debit card.
Service fees may appy. Cheaper than a
postage stamp - echecks are only 30 cents.

Kris Rowley

A payment dropbox is located at the west door
of the courthouse. Go paperless! Sign up for
eNotices at eNoticesOnline.com 4

Dickinson County Treasurer

JOE TOALE, DDS

Milford, IA 51351

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Call to discuss our in-house savings plan

712-338-2488
www.winther-stave.com

Locally owned practice since 1994 ¢ Lakeland Square-Milford

bojidental.com e 712-338-2449

Home Care

Dentists

* Postage stamps

o;a/‘m
v €.

& MEDICAL STAFFING

“Affordable Care in the
Comfort of Your Own Home”

Toll Free: (855) 933-2595
Cell: (712) 346-7019
allie@stayinhomecare.com

Allie FIetcher LNHA

Owner

Follow us! (O) () W

'm0

"
healthysmiles

FAMILY AND COSMETIC DENTISTRY

Brandy Lancaster, DDS
2210 33 Street, Spirit Lake ¢ 712-336-2533

www.healthysmilesiowa.com

e Paper towels and Kleenex
» Toilet paper

Health Care

entertaining you!

Chanhassen

Custom Design

T pert

v Custom Designed
Apparel

v Embroidery &
ScreenPrint

v Personalized Gifts

Primary Medical Care

Comprehensive dental

diagnosis and

Community

Health Center
Oof Spencer

Open to all, regardless of insurance status.

913 Okoboji Ave.
Milford, 1A

712-363-2297
www.BojiWare.com

- Including Urgent/Walk-In

examinations and treatment
Mental Health evaluation,

medication management

712-232-4300

DINNER THEATRES

20

chcfd.com

- Kramer—
Auction Service
Prairie du Chien, WI

www.kramersales.com

www.lakesnewsshopper.com

608-326-8108

%6 b b b -kt

Lakes Area Activity/ Senior
Center Wish List

* City of Spirit Lake green garbage bags

Thank you for your donations!

OUTHERN ARGHERY

325 11th Street SW - Spencer
WE TAKE FIREARMS IN FOR TRADE ON BOWS & CROSSBOWS!

2026 &&= -}ii- o=wrroN Bows In-Stock!

Used Guns Are On SALE | GREAT PRICES!

SPENCER

712-262-7213

HOURS:
Mon.-Fri. 8am - 6pm

Sat. 8am - 5em
Sun. 11am - 5em

Follow Us on

New Spring Arrivals are Here...
from the Brands You Love

AT THESE PRICES,
OUR NEW ARRIVALS
MOVE FAST!

‘.\. = s
GarC|a @ JDHASOlv@

.fl'kt'lv

COPFLUEGER®

_ Word Search Puzzle proudly sponsored by
¢ Coffee - regular, decaf, filters and Styrofoam coffee cups C u R N E Y
OPENlNG FEBRUARY 13! GPS DRAINAGE AND EXCAVATING
Services SPIRIT LAKE, IA
Available 712.320.5188|712.330.8703
BRAIN POWER WORD (S)EARCH  worps
ATTENTION
XSY O0OFNSSEWNLUTFDNTIMUNF BRAIN
0O VROOTENUIBAOTETITFNNU OO OTDB CLARITY
s Y F CCCUPXSGNTISSET CORTUPUOTP COGNITION
952.934.1525 VEETLURSIXA AVBSDOTYRUB X G EMOTONS
ChanhassenDT.com G VPPSOCTITLYTFUNT CTTIUONL U  EXECUIVE
X I NPLPBULAGMEFESSBLYNGO M
S T XNOLAMPTCUONU OAPNTITTGON FUNCTION
March Shooter & Gun Collector Auction E lcj 2 g g ‘s‘ _E, k ; IE E ﬁ 2 2 g ': ‘GI ; $ ‘I) INFORMATION
Online Only Closes: Thursday March 5th 9am E L T T YRYTILN X B M A AT LEARNING
Preview: Mon. March 2nd - Weds March 4th 10-4 daily C G u u MEMORY
203 E. Blackhawk Ave. Prairie du Chien, Wl 53821 NXBIYINUEUAERUPTTILMN MNDUNESS
. Online Catalog @ www.KramerSales.com EEFNBICAEUGRENXETTFDCRE NEURAL
800+ Great Estate Firearms, Modern I RDGVIPNRNMPMISTCUOT NEgEggéﬁTﬁgﬁlw
& Collectible! Rare Confederate LeMAT o LpCOBTSVYSFGNOBEMLTFT
I 0FCCYETUTFIXAUVGTTIRE N A ROBLEMSOVING
Rev; Rare Stevens Rifles, Winchester PROCESSING
21’s & Levers, Colt Single Actions, Huge S NUOXVSENTIARBOCILVIY REACTION
Military Collection, Civil War. Ruger, EGNTIUVLOSMETLZBORPMOTITES®G RESERVE
Browning, Marlin, Benelli, Remington, RDSDFCNOTIT®PETGCRETPPNTHX RESILIENCE
Savage, Beretta, Weatherby, Smith & YSSERTS®PCXREACTTIONSY SLEEP
Wesson & Parker; Gold & Silver Coins. YROMEMURETFDXTIUBGRABUTI S?LRAESS?ES
608-326-8108 - www.kramersales.com .mrt@kramersahs.(om Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.



http://www.winther-stave.com
http://www.hillavenuedental.net
http://www.newell-orthodontics.com
http://www.evcpa.com
mailto:allie@stayinhomecare.com
mailto:allie@stayinhomecare.com
http://www.BojiWare.com
http://www.healthysmilesiowa.com
http://www.lakesnewsshopper.com
http://www.IowaTaxAndTags.org
http://www.dick-insoncountynaturecenter.com
http://www.dick-insoncountynaturecenter.com
http://www.dick-insoncountynaturecenter.com
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LB& PUEBLBYS

96th Birthday Announcement ~ Anniversary Announcement

At 96, Lillian’s still at the top of her game with a pinochle Jackie and Roger Mann are celebrating 60 years of marriage
game that puts others to shame, a sharp witted prowhoplayscards  on Thursday, February 26, 2026. Family would like to honor
with such flair, she’s the 500 queen that no opponent can snare! them with a card shower. Please include a written memory to:

Lillian will be celebrating her 96th birthday on Thursday, RogerandJackie Mann,815W.7th Street,Spencer,lowa,51301.

Kiwanis Bingo Nights

Milford Kiwanis presents Bingo
Nights on the second and fourth Thurs-
days of the month. The next Milford
Kiwanis Bingo Nights will be Thursday,

February 26 and March 12. Card sales February 26, 2026. Family and friends would like to honor her . W : t H H S : 1
begin at 5:30 and Bingo is from 6:00- S— with acard shower. Your warm wishes can be sent to her at Court- An n u a SWI n ShOW Pe I\fo rlm a n ce ln er appg Our PeCla
8:00. A meal will be provided by the VFW yard Gardens, 1920 23rd Street #12, Spirit Lake, lowa 51360. g

Aucxiliary for just $7.00. The Spirit Lake VFW is The high school music department of Harris-Lake Park School ‘M Th 2 6 | L
located at 914 Lake Street. Bingo profits support Milford youth : . District will be performing their annual Swing Show Concert on- 10ur 4- Pm

needs, programs, and scholarships. 'e" Located directly across from Arnolds P’ark Amusement Pa.rk' on Friday, February 27, 7:00 p.m. in the H-LP

‘ ~ | High School Auditorium, located in the city
of Lake Park. General admission tickets
for all seats will be $5 at the door,

HALF OFF

ik cash or check only. No passes or
. credit cards will be accepted for
S R e this event.
AT Selections to be performed include a variety of
: . music genres from movie, broadway, pop, rock and country!
*" See our website & menu: thehuttbarandgrill.com : The Concert Band of 7-12 grades and Concert Choir of 9-12
i grades as well as solo and small ensemble acts will be featured.
r DAILY SPECIALS at 11am I H-LP music directors are Mr. Maxwell Hodapp, band, and Mrs. OPEN:
* Sally Jo Ites, choir. '
DAILY SPECIALS g e Sunday-Thursdag
| «Wed., Feb. 25: Pan Fried Chicken : {lam-8pm
_,<¥ ﬁ I-quo n : Mushroom & Swiss Burger Little Swan Lake Friday & Saturday
::“ ) . y, Thur., Feb. 26: Hot Pork ; : 11am-9pm
+* | Clian S l"el v Hwy. 71, Arnolds Park
: wy. 71, Arnolds Par
4 <Fri,Feb. 27:  Country Fried Steak >
e g 5 ; SL ER B 332-7315
" . Mon., March 2: Hot Beef » Life... Drink it In!
Taco Salad ' | We are open for walk-ins & tasting!
WALK-IN g Wy Thursday-Sund PRIME RIB
‘ . - - : Winter Hours: Thursday-Sunday 11am-6pm
Friday Night Special -4 ouney p Friday &

Saturday Nights

H u M I DOR "r.‘\,:;fg Fish Fry e Fish Tacos . Sunday, March 1
*,‘* Salt)u_rdayR_lI:Iig:; QSRp_(le)cial ~~ || Blame Not N
i e .| || TheBard

Open 7 Davs a Week : [z Mon. thru Fri. at 11:00 AM } 1 Bison Mean

& SAT. & SUN. at 8am (Breakfast) FOR OUR
Hwy 71 Y Af“OldS Park ! Tuesday - CLOSED a | For upcoming bands and events visit our website: PUB 19 LENT
712-332-2915

BAR& GRILL
I

Aopon

Q%

t, Book your Birthday Party or event with us! 'y ,* WWW-ISIW| nel‘y com ! WINTER HOURS SPEGIALS
We have a special menu for your special occasion. Closed Mon.-Wed.

1 ‘-v.

Thurs.: 11am-7:45pm

1% miles north of Superior on N16 P ‘ Fri. & Sat.: 11am-8:45pm N ow TH R U

Reservations recommended, Call 772-858-4592 or 712-380-3455
Sun.: 11am-7:45pm
EASTER!

. Yoga Class Hwy. 86 » West Lake Okoboji

Hwy. 71 South Arnolds Park 1A * 712. 332 8074
SLceaseons Seniors are invited to par- 712-332-8142 « www.pub19barandgrill.com
104 East 4th Street, Spencer .. . .
ticipate in free chair yogaevery

(oays Something Happering at

Mondays:  1pm- Mahjong, Snooker Bingo/Bridge || BREAKFAST FUNDRAISER |||~ ine batance and core srength Lakes Area Activity/Senior Center

. tohelp participants stay healthy
TUGSd&YS: 7am- Coffee with Randy JOIN(;IFS gyEER€%?Ni%TDAY and active. The class meets at

. . the Lakes Area Activity/Seni
10:30am- Chair Exercise e Lakes AreaActivity/sentor

TH Centerislocatedat2101 Zenith
1pm- 500, Snooker SUNDAY’ MARCH 15 Ave in Spirit Lake (behind [}
I 8am-12:30pm PizzaRanch).No special equip- o » m W
Wednesdays: 10:30am- Tai Chi ment or clothing is required;

Biscuits & Gravy, Scrambled Eggs, attendees are welcome to come ~ ‘ .
12:00pm- lunch provided by area churches French Toast and Bloody Mary Bar. as they are and give it a try. .
No Speakers until April 8 Due to Lent # N The benefits of yoga are v A s d M h 1 5
P 2 s PRt . - = well-documented by the medi- l - u n ay, a rc
1pm- Ponytail Canasta, Snooker & - o cal community. They include E
, el improved balance, flexibility, 5 - ] !
Thursdays: 10:30am- Chair Exercise N8 ;;15 y strength, coordination, and en- e 10:30am-1 230pm
N ‘,'" v ergy.Asmuscles gain elasticity, e

1pm- Bingo, 500/Pinochle, Snooker

daily tasks can be performed

q ~ FREE WILL OFFERING with considerably more ease. $ °
Fridays: 9am- Coffee 'Klatch' Furthermore, improved bal- - t1 5AOOI " Ham
. : ance and core strength make ICKetls Avallabie o
:12}3ggm(; %ov;(e )Every Other Week - SAVE THE DATE! - individuals saferand loss likely from any Senior Cheesy Hash Browns
S r eexs, 9 Q toexperience accidents or falls. °
1pm- Snooker MINGO ¢ Music Bingo Beyond the physical benefits, Center Board Green Beans
Friday, March 20t the class offers a pleasant so- Member or at the * Dinner Roll
cial gathering with a friendly Senior Cent
community. enior Lenter. * Jello Cake

. s Parks Marina’s Battle of the Bartenders
@Qﬁ w‘N'eR | everyone Blasts Past $150,000 Raised in 12 Years /2101 Zenith Ave. * Spirit Lake, IA * 712-336-5247

With each passing year, the legend of Winter Games grows
. . stronger, and 2026 brought with it lifelong memories. At this
Third Annual Boji Burger Battle | YOU Be The Judge [RESESSEIStgRurs
Games, the Battle of
THE THREE SONS
&u‘ 1983

22, raised $14,303 in
one hour alone. Now
in its 12th season, the
event has raised over " ‘m"nl-c
$150,000 for selected .. .
charities since its be- Okobaji, Towa & Sioux Falls, SO
ginning.

Attracting over 20 bars and restaurants and thousands of at-
people come together to support such amazing charities is truly
heartwarming.”
Fe b rua ry 1st-28th ! 2 O 720 In honor of company founder Butch Parks, who passed away o
in January at the age of 81, Debbie Parks and the Parks Marina
family matched the earnings from this year’s Battle, bringing o
the night’s total to $28,606, and a grand total raised in 12 years
Presented by to $151.377. -
. . ”: This year, all charities were guaranteed $500 after the match,
D IC k INSON C oun ty DICKINSON with the top five splitting the remaining amount. The winners 0 F F
included Puff’s Lounge in first place, Mother Natures in second,
The Outback in third, The Still Bar & Grill in fourth and The

Refuge Bar & Grill in fifth. The proceeds were split 40-30-15-

charity event, held Jan.
tendees at Parks Marina, the Battle of the Bartenders pitted the
area’s best mixologists in ahead-to-head best drink competition.
“The Battle is one of our favorite nights of the year, an
amazing way to kick off the entire weekend,” Debbie Parks,
Owner and President of Parks Marina, said. “Seeing so many
10-5 to the University of Iowa Children’s Hospital in memory
of Carson Chase, Gavin Franker (Battling Brain Cancer), Rick

Farm Bureau

M 0 R E I N FO Hartwig (Battling ALS),Angelic Mission,and the Lakes Regional
o . Healthcare Diabetes Fund, respectively.
Taste & rate several delicious : “Inow that Butch is looking down on all of us with a sense BR AN Ds You LO‘,E|
. I’i'.-:p of pride, being there for the community is what it’s all about,” |
burgers uniquely created for T Parks said.
oo - Other Winter Games fundraising activities at Parks Marina
the BOJ| Burger Battle! were just as impactful. Combined participation in the “Oko-

boji Beer Curling", Men's and Women’s Keg Toss, the Human
Dogsled Races and the “Smooshing” Races raised over $3,000

P for various charities and organizations. Proceeds from these
e events were matched by Doll Distributing. = 1 Block East Of Bank Stoplight * Milford * 712-338-2424
T —— 1 O 49 \‘ // Parks Marina continues to not only be dedicated to the ser-

vice and care of its customers, but also to the lowa Great Lakes - =h =
COU'*"RY SRR .OWAGREATLAKESAREA Region and its surrounding communities. OPEN MON.-SAT. 10AM 5'00PM’ SUNDAY NOON-3PM

KICD-FM 107.7 : CH AMB For more information go to www.parksmarina.com, ook for www.threesons.com f @thethreesons
ARS 4 Parks Marina on Facebook and Instagram or contact Marketing
at marketing @parksmarina.com.



http://www.lslwinery.com
http://www.threesons.com
http://www.parksmarina.com
mailto:marketing@parksmarina.com
http://www.pub19barandgrill.com
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Lakes Auto Care

Automotive Repair - Spirit Lake, IA

Spirit Lake Indian Athletic Booster
Club to Host Annual Gala

The Spirit Lake Indian Athletic Booster Club invites the
community to an evening of celebration and support for stu-
dentathletics atthe
Spirit Lake Indian
Athletic Booster
Club Gala, tak-
ing place Friday,
February 27, at the |
Waterfront Grille [
& Event Center.

This special
event raises vital funds to support Spirit Lake Middle School
and High School athletics, with proceeds benefiting equip-
ment, supplies, and uniform needs for student-athletes across
all programs.

Guests will enjoy a memorable night celebrating Indian
athletics, featuring a cocktail hour, presentations, an engaging
program, and a silent auction filled with exciting items. The
evening will also include a featured presentation from Jordan
Bohannon, former Iowa Hawkeye and retired American profes-
sional basketball player, who will share insights from his athletic

career and experiences at the highest levels
of competition.

“The Booster Club plays a critical role in
enhancing opportunities for our student-ath-
letes,” Booster Club President, Steve Scott,
shared. “This gala is not only a fundraiser,

butacelebration of the dedication, teamwork,
and community pride that define Spirit Lake athletics.”

Tickets are available online through Eventbrite or directly
at https://bit.ly/SLGala2026. Community members, supporters,
and alumni are encouraged to attend and be part of an evening
that makes a lasting impact on local student-athletes.

For more information or ticket details, visit https://bit.ly/
SLGala2026

Milford Auto Care

Automotive Repair - Milford, IA

SERVICE THAT
PUTS YOU
FIRST.

LakesAutoCare.com « MilfordAutoCarelA.com

LENTEN

SAINT MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH, SPIRIT LAKE

FEB20 FEB279 MARCH 06

MARCH 20 + 27 - SAINT JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH, MILFORD

HAND BREADED FISH, SIDES, DESSERT, AND DRINK
DEACON DARWIN'S SEASONED RED POTATOES

lowa Lakes CommunitY_|CoIIege
Announces Fall 2025 Honors

Iowa Lakes Community College hasreleased its Honors Lists
for the Fall 2025 semester, recognizing 421 students for their
academic performance.

To qualify for the President’s List, students must earn a perfect
4.0 GPA while completing at least 12 graded credit hours. The
Dean’s List requires a GPA of 3.25 or higher with a minimum
of 12 graded credit hours.

"These students have demonstrated exceptional commitment
to their academic goals," said Kyle Norris, Vice President of
Academic Affairs. "We are proud to celebrate their hard work
and dedication to excellence."

President’s List (4.0 GPA)

Arnolds Park, IA: Adam Miller. Estherville, IA: Aracely As-
tello, Luke Heinrichs, Osvaldo Jimenez Luna, Braxton Johnson,
Grace Lutat, Gedi Martin-Felipe, Conner Matheson, Nolan Mer-
ryman, Mallory Nelson,Haley Nissen, Hannah Nitchals, Emerson
Shakes, Suri Shatto, and Carter Spies. Lake Park, IA: Bowden
Barnhart and Carter Radig. Milford, IA: Mason Dahms, Kris
Hanson, McKenna Hesse, Dante Menting, and Rylynn Postma.
Spencer, IA: Dena Birchard, Kiera Brown, Mattie Frederick,
Kennedy Graettinger, Hannah Hibbs, Jivahny Lovan, Mahee
Montenegro,Ana Ortega Rivera, Dayton Peters, Emily Schmidt,
Addison Sutherland, Lloyd Throop, and Isabelle Young. Spirit
Lake, IA: Elizabeth Bolluyt, Alaina Hinders, Cadence Johnson,
Benjamin Kelly, Riley Sorenson, Sarah Thompson, Karston
Trask, and Aliza Vander Leest.

Dean’s List (3.25+ GPA)

Estherville, IA: Brizeida Alvarado, Alexis Castillo, Jess
Christensen, Aidan Cilliers, Michael Enderson, Blake Evans,
Emily Eveleth, Claire Funston, Madison Hobmeier, Jocelyn
Hovinga, Carter Ingvall, Toby Jensen, Asher Molacek, Zoe
Olesen, Delanie Rezac, Kenryu Seimori, Kirsten Smith, Tessa
Sokolofsky, and Willow Stewart. Lake Park, IA: Ava Bondhus
and Daniel Prevot. Milford, IA: Leila Dirks, Breanna Furman,
Jocelyn Heller, Merek McCaffery, Tyler Netsch, Preston Sires,
Benjamin Stacey, Melanie Taylor, Eric Wallrich, and Kinzlee
Zweibahmer. Spencer, IA: Melissa Agustin-Sebastian, Renee
Bourque, Tristan Decker, Scarlett Dupic, Ryonna Faulkender,
Sydni Faulkender, Parker Frasher, Isabella Hagedorn, Shainee
Henely, Aneli Hicks, Micah Iedema, Ryan Kalsow, Leilana
Kollasch, Isaac McCormick, Jenny Mitchell, Isabel Moran,
Turner Mortensen, Bailey Mower, Zachary Nolin, SylviaRuden,
Lewis Vulk, Rowan Wachholz, and Cadence Zernechel-Steece.
Spirit Lake, IA: Addison Boon,Aidan Bramblett, Abigail Brann,
Aiden Holdorf,Elizabeth Land, Rianne Pederson,John Reekers,
Michaela Rider, Gavin Strouth, and Wilhelmina Wipperfurth.
Superior, IA: Makinzi Swalve. Terril, IA: Hailie Riordan, Alex
Rouse, and Kali Zeisneiss.

Milford Memorial
Library News

Join MML for our weekly Building Bookworms Storytime
on Mondays at 10:30 a.m. Take a look below for our themes.
All materials and services are provided by the library free to
participants. All kids and their adults are welcome to stay after
storytime and mingle. For more information contact the library
or check out our Facebook page.

* March 2, 10:30 a.m. — Vegetables

e March 9, 10:30 a.m. — Whales

* March 16, 10:30 a.m. — Xylophone

e March 23, 10:30 a.m. — Zoo

During the month of March, kids in 4th grade and younger
may take part in Read Across America Bingo. At MML’s front
desk, pick up your special bingo
card with 25 interactive read-
ing options. Four Bingos in a
row equals a small prize, and
a completed bingo card equals
a prize drawing entry. Read
Across America Bingo will be
available from Monday, March
2, through Tuesday, March 31.

Saturday, February 28, is
the last day of MML’s Blind
Date with a Book. Please return
completed bookmarks to MML
to be placed into a prize draw-
ing. The prize is basket full of
goodies. One basket for adults and one for children. Thank you
to the Friends of the Milford Library for sponsoring Blind Date
with a Book prizes.

Join us in welcoming Classic Guitarist Peter Fletcher, on
Monday, March 16, at 6:30 p.m., at Milford Memorial Library.
Peter will be preforming music from his new album, In Concert,
along with music from Russian composer, Nikita Koshkin,
Spanish composer Isaac Albeniz, and more. In 2027, Peter will
return to Carnegie Hall. This free program is sponsored by the
Friends of the Milford Library, Arnolds Park Public Library,
and the Spirit Lake Public Library.

On Wednesday, March 4, at 5:30 p.m., an open meeting of
the Board of Trustees for the Milford Memorial Library will
take place in the Milford Community Center. The agenda will
be posted on MML’s website and front bulletin board at least 24
hours in advance of the meeting. Everyone is welcome to attend
and offer their thoughts in order to make MML a better library.

"R'ead

—Across —
America

BINGO

up to 4th Grade

Cross off a bingo square once complete.
Complete two bingos
(Straight Down, Across, or Diagonal)
to earn a small prize.

Complete the entire bingo card to get your name
inadrawing.

Return to
gg Milford Memorlal Library by
v, March 31

A teacher once divided a classroom in half and gave every
student a simple challenge.

They were handed a sheet of paper with 3 words on it told to
rearrange the letters of the first word to create a new word. On the
first word, half the room raised their hands almost immediately.
The other half stared at their desks, puzzled. Time expired. Many
never finished.

They were then asked to do the same with the second word. Same
result. One side finished quickly. The other side didn’t finish at all.

By the third word, something interesting happened. Everyone
on the “successful” side once again completed the task. But this
time, a few students from the struggling side raised their hands
too - slowly, tentatively, almost surprised by their own success.

Then the teacher revealed the twist.

During the first two rounds, the room had been given different
words. One group received words that were easy to rearrange. The
other group received words that were impossible to rearrange,
guaranteeing failure, no matter how hard they tried. On the third
round, everyone was given the same solvable word.

In less than five minutes, the class experienced a powerful psy-
chological phenomenon: learned helplessness. When interviewed
later, the “failed” side of the class felt stress, self-doubt, and lack
of confidence.

What Is Learned Helplessness?

Learned helplessness occurs when repeated exposure to failure
- especially failure outside our control - teaches us a quiet, danger-
ous lesson: “Why try?”

Even when circumstances change...

Even when success becomes possible...

Even when the door is finally unlocked...

We hesitate. We doubt. We stop raising our hand. Not because
we lack ability - but because we’ve learned, through experience,
that effort doesn’t matter.

Common Symptoms of Learned Helplessness

Learned helplessness doesn’t usually announce itself loudly.
It shows up subtly, often disguised as realism or self-protection:

* Low motivation or passivity

* Avoidance of challenges or new opportunities

* Quick surrender when obstacles appear

¢ Self-doubt and negative self-talk

* A belief that outcomes are fixed and uncontrollable

Over time, it erodes confidence, energy, creativity, and hope. In
careers, it sounds like: “That won’t work here.” In relationships:
“This is just how it is.” In life: “What’s the point?”

What Creates Learned Helplessness?

The conditions that create learned helplessness are surprisingly
common:

* Repeated failure without clear explanation

* Systems where effort is disconnected from outcomes

e Inconsistent rules or shifting expectations

¢ Authority figures who control results butdon’tempower choice

¢ Environments that punish initiative

When people do the “right things” and still lose, again and
again, they don’t just lose confidence. They lose agency. And
agency is everything.

The Cost of Carrying It Forward

The primary problem for us is learned helplessness doesn’t
stay neatly in the past.

We carry it forward into new jobs, new relationships, new
seasons of life. Just like the students who stopped trying on the
third word, even when success was finally possible, we allow old
experiences to write new stories that no longer apply.

Past conditions shape future behavior unless we consciously
interrupt the pattern.

Moving Toward Learned Hopefulness

The antidote to learned helplessness isn’t blind optimism. It’s
learned hopefulness, or the practiced belief that effort, choice, and
learning matter again.

Here are common ways people begin that shift:

1. Name the pattern

Awareness breaks the spell. Ask: Is this truly impossible?

2. Reconnect effort to outcome

Start with small, winnable challenges where effort clearly leads
to progress.

3. Change the story you tell yourself

Replace “I can’t” with “I haven’t yet” or “I'm learning.”

4. Control what you can control

Focus on preparation, response, attitude, and consistency.

5. Borrow belief

Spend time with people who see possibility before you do.
Hope is contagious.

6. Practice raising your hand again

Tentatively at first. Then with confidence. Re-learning hope
is a skill.

The Quiet Invitation

The most important insight from that classroom isn’t about
words. It’s about life.

We are all shaped by experiences beyond our control. But we
are not condemned to repeat them.

At some point, the word changes. The conditions shift. The test
becomes solvable. The only question is whether we’re willing to
raise our hand again.

Learned helplessness is powerful, yes, but learned hopefulness
is stronger.

Tony Thelen is the founder of The River Coaching & Consulting, LLC,
where he works with CEOs and senior leaders to help them live and lead
with clarity,purpose, andintention. “The River” is aweekly column focused
on practical wisdom for a fulfilling life and successful career. Learn more
at www.therivercoaching.com or contact him at Tony@therivercoach.org

RETIREMENT QUESTIONS KEEPING YOU UP AT NIGHT?

« Am | saving enough to
retire comfortably ?

= How much can | spend in
retirement without running
out of money?

= What happens to my money
if something happens to me?

At Prairie Plans Asset Management,
Tyler Adams can help you answer these questions and
create a personalized retirement plan.

Rest Easy with the Assurance of a Comfortable Retirement-

~PRAIRIE
\PLANS :......

PEOPLE YOU TRUST. PLANNING THAT WORKS.

Call Tyler Today to Book your Complimentary Consultation!

Spencer, IA | Spirit Lake, IA | WWW.PRAIRIEPLANS.COM

TvLer Apams, CPFA®

Financial Representative

712-262-2600 or 833-275-1682

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a registered investment advisor. Member FINRA/SIPC.



https://bit.ly/SLGala2026
https://bit.ly/
http://www.mypremieronline.com
http://www.therivercoaching.com
mailto:Tony@therivercoach.org
http://www.prairieplans.com
http://www.prairieplans.com
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of Okoboji, was held on Tuesday, February 24, 2026, at St. Mary's
Catholic Church in Spirit Lake.
Visitation took place on Monday,
February 23, 2026, at the Turner
Jenness Funeral Home in Spirit
Lake. Inurnment was at Lakeview
Gardens Cemetery in Okoboji.

In lieu of flowers, the family
requests memorials be directed
to the Lakes Regional Healthcare
Foundation at PO Box AB Spirit
Lake, IA 51360.

Dr. Kirlin passed on Tuesday,
February 17, 2026, at Lakes Re-
gional Healthcare in Spirit Lake.

Dr. Maurice Walter Kirlin,
known to most as "Maury", was
born December 2, 1928, to Maurice M. Kirlin and Verda Emeline
(Walter) Kirlin in Omaha, Nebraska. He was an only child and grew

language, music and service to others.

and solo piano.
Maury graduated from Missouri Valley High School in 1947. In

States Army. He was stationed in Berlin, Germany, where he proudly
served with the 298th Army Band as first chair clarinet. He used
his time in the military to learn German and travel around Europe.

In 1949, following his two years of military service, Maury enrolled
as a pre-med student at the University of Iowa. After his graduation

Medical School, earning his medical degree in 1956.

Following a year of internship, beginning in 1956 at Cincinnati
General Hospital, he spent four years specializing in surgery and
internal medicine at Peter Bent Brigham Hospital in Boston, Mas-
sachusetts, and the Veteran's Hospital in lowa City.

After his medical training was complete, Maury was a Domini-
can Novitiate in Winona, Minnesota, from the fall of 1961 to the
fall of 1962.

In 1962, Dr. Kirlin began his medical practice at Spirit Lake
Medical Center in Spirit Lake, lowa, where he faithfully served his
patients and community for 37 years. Known for his steady presence,
thoughtful care, and deep commitment to his profession, he touched
countless lives before retiring in 1999.

In May of 1970, Maurice married Ruth Neustrom, a widow with
three young children. This was a huge step for a bachelor but Maury
rose to the challenge. Together they added two more children to their
family and built a life rooted in faith, family, and shared values.
Maurice was a devoted husband, father and grandfather.

Maury appreciated the beauty of living in the Okoboji area. His
family enjoyed all the activities of living on a lake. A highlight for
Maury was spending time with his sons on hunting trips. Over the
years his children and grandchildren have loved visiting Okoboji
and spending time at Grandma and Grandpa's house.

Throughout his life, Maury maintained a deep appreciation for
classical music and was an accomplished pianist. He also had a
strong interest in Latin and religious studies. A member of St. Mary's
Catholic Church in Spirit Lake, his faith was central to his life. He
was a member of the Knights of Columbus and served on many
committees with the Dickinson County Republican Party.

Maurice is survived by his beloved wife, Ruth (Faulkender)
Kirlin, and children, Mark Neustrom, Kirk (Tina) Neustrom, Penny
(Mike) Kilen, Ryan (Krissy) Kirlin, and Kevin (Anna) Kirlin. He
is also survived by his cherished grandchildren, Brody Coffman,
Bennett (Ally) Coffman, Jocelyn Coffman (Zach Knudtson), Kyle
Neustrom, Kara (Ryan) Enerson, Brett Neustrom, Danny Neustrom,
Aidan Kirlin, Suzie Kirlin, Oliver Kirlin and Charlie Kirlin, and
several nieces and nephews.

Maury will be remembered for his dedication to medicine, his
love of music and learning, his steady faith, and his deep devotion to
his family. His life was one of service, intellect, and quiet strength.
He leaves behind a lasting legacy in the hearts of all who knew him.

Turner Jenness Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements.

Mass of Christian Burial for Dr. Maurice Kirlin, MD, age 97,

up in Missouri Valley, lowa, where he developed a lifelong love of
Maury was a talented musician, playing organ for his church at

age 12. In high school he won first place in state for solo clarinet

May of that year, shortly after graduation, he enlisted in the United

in 1952, Maury continued his education at the University of Iowa

AMass of Christian Burial for John Long, age 74, of Milford, was
held Saturday, February 21, 2026, at St. Joseph Catholic Church in
Milford. Interment was at Lakev-
iew Gardens Cemetery in Okoboji.

John Joel Long was born on [
December 18, 1951, in Le Mars, |
Towa, to Arthur and Lois “Minnie”
Long.He grew upin Hartley,lowa,
alongside his two older brothers,
Gary and Tom. John took great
pride in watching over his brother
Tom, who was four years older,
being both a protector and his
best buddy.

John graduated from Hartley
High School and married Nancy
Negus in 1973. They made their
home in Hartley, where John was
aproud member of the Hartley Fire Department. He knew just about
everyone intown,and Hartley always held a special place in his heart.

In 1978, John and Nancy welcomed their one and only daughter,
Jennifer Marie—the apple of his eye. The family later moved to
Spencer, lowa, where John enjoyed bowling and working in the gas
business. When Jennifer was young and starting school, the family
moved to Okoboji, a place John quickly made his own.

In Okoboji, John served on the Okoboji City Council, held a
permanent seat at Tweeter’s, and made lifelong friendships. He
worked his way to Vice President of Dyno Oil, retiring after many
years in the industry.

John lived life fully. He loved boating on the lake, hosting friends
and family for deck time filled with laughter, and making annual
trips to Brainerd, Minnesota, for drag races—something he enjoyed
for over 20 years. He also served on the Board of Directors for Oil
Jobbers, turning road trips into another part of the adventure.

He could often be found washing and detailing cars—beer in
hand—making sure the rims were shining just right. Known af-
fectionately as “Big John,” he wore a huge smile and had an even
bigger heart.

John proudly guided Jennifer into the field of education —because,
as dads know best, he was always right. In 2011, John became a
grandfather to Porter, who quickly became one of his greatest joys.
During retirement, John loved cruising around, “driving and vibin’,”
and sharing boy-and-toy adventures with Porter.

John treasured many memorable trips with his best buddy, Gary,
visiting Gary’s family—who became like family to all of us—in
Florida and Arizona. Those trips were full of laughter, stories, and
cherished guy time.

John was a man of strong faith. He was preceded in death by
his parents, Arthur and Lois Long; his brothers, Gary and Tom; his
parents-in-law, Mary and Darrell Negus; and his brother-in-law,
Tom Rieck.

John is survived by his loving wife, Nancy Long of Milford,
Iowa; his daughter and son-in-law, Jennifer and Heath Prentice; and
his cherished grandson, Porter. He treated Heath as the son he never
had. He is also survived by his sister-in-law, Kathy Rieck, and many
dear friends who were truly family.

John’s legacy lives on in laughter on the deck, joy on the open
road, a spotless set of rims, and the countless people lucky enough
to call him friend, husband, dad, grandpa—or simply, Big John.

Arrangements are under the care of Turner Jenness Funeral Home.
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Auction Calendar

Fri., March 6 - 10:00 AM-
77.9 acres at auction in Clay Co.,
IA. Auctioneers: Brock Auction
Company, INC.. 712-548-4634.
www.brockauction.com.

Sat., March 14 — 9:00 AM-
Large coin auction in Spirit Lake,
IA. Auctioneers: Howells. 712-
260-9690. www.howellrealestate-
andauction.com.

Thurs., April 2 - 10:00 AM-
127 acres at auction in Terril, IA.
Auctioneers: Midwest Land Man-
agement. 712-262-3110. www.
midwestlandmanagement.com.

Lakes Area Senior/
Activity Center
Presentations

Please call 712-336-5247
to let the Lakes Area Senior/
Activity Center know you will
be attending.

e Tuesday, February 24
12:30PM—TBD

e Tuesday, February 24
12:00PM — Dickinson County
Public Health will be providing
free blood pressure checks

e Thursday’s—11:00am—
Tai Chi

e Friday’s—9:50am — Chair
Yoga

The Lakes Area Activity/
Senior Centerislocatedat2101
Zenith Ave in Spirit Lake.

If you have a bulge or pressure in your abdomen
or a dull ache when you cough,
it could be a hernia. And ignoring it

A Memorial Service for Bruce Johnson, age 92, of Spirit Lake,
will be held on Saturday, February 28, 2026, at 11:00am at the
Turner Jenness Funeral Home in  pr——mmy
Spirit Lake. Visitation will take
place prior to the service from
9:30-11:00am at the funeral home.

Bruce Leon Johnson was
born May 19,1933, to Everett
and Mary Johnson in his parents'
home in Emmet County, IA. His
family moved to the home farm
in Spirit Lake, IA, in 1940 where
he lived with his five siblings. He
purchased the farm from his dad
and lived the rest of his life there.
Bruce passed away suddenly at
home on Wednesday, February 11,
2026, at age 92 with his son Keith by his side.

Bruce attended country school until the eighth grade. In high
school he played football and was in the Letterman's Club. He was
a member of FFA for 4 years and was on the staff for the annual his
senior year. He was considered “the poetic member of the class™ and
was well liked. Bruce will always be remembered as the guy ready
to entertain with his off-the-cuff humor, his laughter will never be
forgotten. He graduated from Spirit Lake High School in 1951. His
first full time job was delivering propane gas for Lakes Gas company.

Bruce enlisted in the United States Navy during the Korean
Conflict and served from 1952-1956 and was honorably discharged.
He was a member of the Spirit Lake John W. Kidd VFW Post #4514
and served as the commander from 1972-1973 and the chaplain for
13 years. He was a member of the Spirit Lake American Legion Post
#23 and served as commander from 1996-1998 and as the chaplain
in 1995. Bruce served as the Grand Marshall for the Spirit Lake
Memorial Day parade in 2007 and 2022. He enjoyed shooting pool
at the VFW with other veterans.

On June 17, 1961, Bruce married the love of his life, Janice
(Jan) Michels at Grace Lutheran Church in Spirit Lake, IA. This
union was blessed with three children: Kathy (Rick) Kleen, Brian
(Linda) Johnson and Keith Johnson. Together, Bruce and Jan raised
their children on the family farm, instilling in them life values such
as hard work, integrity, unconditional love and lots of laughter. He
never expected more from anyone else that he did not also expect
from himself. If it was time to pick rocks, you picked rocks, but he
was always at our side picking rock with us. Walking beans, baling
hay, butchering chickens - he was there working just as hard as
anyone else, if not more.

Giving back to the community was important to Bruce. Both he
and Jan spent many years making salad for the VFW Friday fish
fries. Every Good Friday Bruce would be serving breakfast at the
VFW alongside his brothers Cleo and Jeff. He called bingo at the
nursing home and the American Legion. He and his brothers gave
presentations on the folding of the American flag. Bruce also served
as a 4-H leader from 1983-1988. Brian remembers fondly the pie
auctions where Bruce and his brothers would try to outbid everyone
for the pies, ultimately raising lots of money for the local 4-H kids.
He coached Kathy’s softball team and since the team didn’t have
caps, he purchased caps for the entire team! It was just a testament
to who they were.

Bruce loved conversation and coffee. Whether it was at Hy Vee,
Kegler’s Kitchen, the nursing home or in a friend’s kitchen. Bruce
was always able to crack a joke and have a good laugh.

‘When asked what’s your best advice for your grandchildren Bruce
said that they get an education, keep your life in order, work hard,
treat people like they want to be treated, and always hold onto your
family and your faith.

Bruce was preceded in death by his parents, Everett and Mary
Johnson; his wife Jan; Cleo Johnson (brother), Phyllis Johnson
(sister-in-law), Everett (Jeff) Johnson (brother), Phyllis Johnson
(sister-in-law), Genevieve Waldron (sister), John (Jack) Waldron
(brother-in-law), Frances Fronk (sister), Mervin Fronk (brother-in-
law), Perry Bradshaw (brother-in-law), and nephews, Rick Waldron
and Kyle Johnson.

Left to cherish his memory are his children, Kathy (Rick)
Kleen, Spirit Lake, IA; Brian (Linda) Johnson, Odebolt, IA; and
Keith Johnson Spirit Lake, IA; four grandchildren, Matt (Whitney)
Johnson Omaha, NE; Kaylene (Matt) Riedell, Odebolt, IA; Taylor
(Cole) Schultz, Odebolt, IA and Emily (Ben) Larsen Estherville,
IA; eight great grandchildren, Alyssa, Addison, “baby” Johnson,
Beckett Riedell, Kyleigh and Karson Schultz, Mya and Kendall
Larsen; sister, Ruby Bradshaw, Des Moines, IA; and many nieces,
nephews, friends and neighbors.

Inlieu of flowers, please give to one of your own cherished causes
in Bruce’s name or send a donation to an organization that Bruce
and Jan faithfully supported, Midwest Christian Services, 4509 20th
Avenue, Peterson, IA 51047.

Turner Jenness Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements.

Doris Leona Ashland, age 91, passed away peacefully at her
home in Spirit Lake on February 18,2026. She was born on May 18,
1934, in Iowa City, lowa, to Harm
and Margaret Davids. Doris grew
up in Sheffield, Iowa, and was the
youngest of eight children.

After graduating from Shef-
field High School, she worked
in the parts department at Allis-
Chalmers in Mason City,lowa.On
July 14,1956, she married Kenneth
Ashland in Clear Lake, Iowa. In
1962,Kenneth and Doris relocated
to Spirit Lake, where they made
their home for the next 64 years.

Doris worked at the Dickinson
County Farm Bureau and Dickin-
son County Memorial Hospital
for several years. She was an active member of Grace Lutheran
Church in Spirit Lake, where she served as a Sunday school teacher,
president of the Altar Guild, and a deaconess. In addition, she was
a member of the VFW Auxiliary Post 4514, serving on the Color
Guard and as a trustee.

In her free time, Doris enjoyed being with her family, sewing,
gardening,and traveling throughout the United States with Kenneth.

She is survived by her children: Wendy Ashland of St. Michael,
Minnesota; Jeff Ashland (Penny) of Spirit Lake; and Peggy Adam
(Ken) of Chanhassen, Minnesota; her grandchildren: Christopher
(Jennifer) Ashland of Otsego, Minnesota; Caitlin (Nate) Ashland of
St. Michael, Minnesota; Joshua Ashland of Otsego, Minnesota; Ben
(Mackenzie) Ashland of Spirit Lake; Sami (Karl) Keller of Owatonna,
Minnesota; Andy Ashland of Spirit Lake; Angela Adam of Cannon
Ball, North Dakota; Katy (Nick) Metz of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania;
and Tyler Adam of Chanhassen, Minnesota; her great-grandchildren:
Aiden, Jack, Jordan, Bowden, Ava, Boone, and Michael; a sister-in-
law; many nieces and nephews; and her beloved pet beagle, Barney.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Kenneth; her parents;
three brothers and four sisters; five brothers-in-law; two sisters-in-
law; three nieces; and three nephews.

Above all, Doris was a loving and devoted mother. She lived a
long life marked by love for her family, quiet strength, and steady
devotion to those she held dear. She will be deeply missed by all
who knew and loved her.

Visitation will take place at Grace Lutheran Church on Friday,
February 27, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., followed by the
funeral service at 11:00 a.m. Funeral arrangements are under the
direction of Turner Jenness Family Funeral Home in Spirit Lake.

Turning Point Crisis Center: A
Milestone of Service

Plains Area Mental Health Center (PAMHC) reached a sig-
nificant milestone on February 1st,2016, with the opening of the
Turning Point Crisis Home.
Initially launching with a
dedicated team of only seven
staff members, the facility fo-

cused on providing residential
crisis stabilization services
around the clock, every day

PLAINS AREA

Mental Health Center

Helping People Cope with Everyday Living

SHOPLcal

Mobile Food Pantry Returns

The mobile food pantry from the Food Bank of Iowa is
returning again. The free distribution will take place from 4-6

p.m. Thursday, March 5, at
the Good News Esthervﬂle
Church. The food will be
distributed inside the church.
Recipients are asked to bring
bags, laundry baskets or boxes

to carry the food. At the Febru-
aryFood Bank,515individuals |5
(192 families) received 8,802
pounds of food. The Food Bank

of Towa partners with 700 agencies in 55 counties to distribute 2.5
million pounds of food each month, so that no one goes hungry
in Iowa. If you have questions, call the Good News Estherville

Church at 712-362-4984.

SENIOR FITNESS
SPECIALIST

of the year. Since those early
days, Plains Area has successfully expanded its reach to include
a24/7 Crisis Line, two Mobile Crisis Response Teams (MCAT),
and various community-based crisis stabilization services. This
growth is supported by 19 hardworking staff members whose
efforts have been essential to the organization’s success.

Since first opening its doors in 2016, the center has served a
total of 857 individuals. PAMHC extends its deepest gratitude to
the community and the supporters who have played a vital role
in this journey. This ongoing support has been the foundation
that allows the organization to offer the residents of Northwest
Iowathe high-quality care and specialized services they deserve.

The organization’s comprehensive services remain available
24/7/365 and can be accessed by contacting 888-546-0730.
The 24-hour Crisis Line provides free, confidential support for
those in need of a listening ear. Additionally, the Mobile Crisis
Assessment Team (MCAT) serves both children and adults by
dispatching response staff directly to homes, schools, or other
public locations to provide immediate intervention during a
mental health crisis.

Further stabilization options include the Turning Point
program and the Community-Based Program. Turning Point
offers a relaxing, therapeutic, and home-like environment
where adults aged 18 and older can receive voluntary support.
For those who require assistance in their natural surroundings,
the Community-Based Program provides voluntary services for
anyone aged five and older, delivering care where the individual
lives, works, or recreates.
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PROVIDING STRENGTH / BALANCE

TO KEEP YOU SAFE AT HOME

Our services are designed to assist those
managing Parkinson’'s disease, recovering
from a stroke, or dealing with issues like

a fear of falling, diminishing strength, and

loss of stability.

won’t make it go away.

WAITING TOO LONG
CAN MAKE IT WORSE.

TALK TO YOUR HEALTHCARE PROVIDER TODAY.
CALL 712-336-3750.

INHOME FITNESS AND
PERSONAL CARE

LakesR ional " On HﬁLakes Regional - :
Health A 4 ' B/
Family A,SQ,LELELE g <= tdukes@inhomefitsolutions.com |'Z12- 30- Olwww.mhomese fors.
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Kirk Stauss
712-320-0123

Nick Stauss
712-320-1230

Nick Bjornstad
712-339-0580

Meghan Sloma
| 712-332-2470

Mark Leiss
712-330-2045
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To view ALL area properties visit: www.0kohojiHomes.com
or: ExploreOkohojiHomes.com =laus@
1 )[320-733-2399 1003 Highway 71 S. | Okoboji, IA 1 712-332-2470
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NEW LISTING EAST LAKE OPPORTUNITY NEARLY NEW DUPLEX

AN

2229 195th Ave. | Milford
4 bedroom, 3 bath beautiful acreage with
ariverview. Offered at °575,000

1940 35th Street B | Spirit Lake
4 bedroom, 3 bath, nearly new duplex.

Offered at 425,000

402 15th Street | Spirit Lake
3 bedroom, 2 bath with 83' of lakeshore on
East Lake. Offered at 745,000

Spirit Lake
Library News

Two Weeks For The Price Of One
by Jill Jennings

There are two things going on the first week of March that I
would like to draw your attention to: Return Borrowed Books
Week & Read an eBook Week. It’s not random as to why I'm
connecting these two observances!

During the week of March 1 - 7, gather up all the books that
are due (or overdue!), that you have borrowed, and return them
to the library. At the Spirit Lake Public Library, we have an
auto-renewal system for physical items checked out. At the end
of the two week check-out period, your items will automatically
renew if no one else has put them on hold and is waiting for them.
You have up to two auto-renewals, for a total of six weeks to
keep those materials. But, why wait? If you’re done with them,
go ahead and bring them back so that others can enjoy them!

After you deposit those books in the book drop, you can move
onto the second task: read an eBook. I certainly don’t want to
tell anyone how to read books. We all have our preferences:
physical books, audiobooks downloaded to a phone, books on
audio CD ... there are all kinds of options. My challenge to
you is to just TRY an eBook. Learning how to do new things is
good for your brain!

I’m one of the “audiobook on my iPhone” people. But I do
read an eBook on my iPad on occasion. Usually, it’s because
that’s the only way I can get the book, but it works just fine!

We have two digital collections available to our Residential
Patrons at the SLPL. I've talked about Libby and Hoopla before.
If you need help with either of those, grab your device and come
into the library. We will be happy to help you figure it out!

So, return those physical books and check out an eBook
during the first week of March!

SLPL staff reading spotlight: Diana is reading Track of Cour-
age (Call of the Wild, #1) by Susan May Warren.

Upcoming Activities:

e Monday, March 2, 1:00-3:00 p.m., Mah-Jongg
 Tuesday, March 3, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., Quilters

* Wednesday, March 4, 12:30-4:00 p.m., Quilters

e Thursday, March 5, 10:00-11:30 a.m., Block Party
e Thursday, March 5, 1:00-3:00 p.m., Mah-Jongg

Visit us at our NEW Domain

fsbmy.bank —

WHY.BANK?
bank is a secure domain exclusively for
verified banks. It ensures authentic
communication for website addresses,
providing confidence, trust and security.
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REAL ESTATE

Realtor®
712.330.4596

Licensed in Iowa & Minnesota

GENUINE | HONEST | PROFESSIONAL

Call me,
Im bere ts

golloc «o
on social media to see
all listings and open houses

. ®

EXIT REALTY MIDWEST

real people. real results. real estate.

lakeshore, residential, condominiums,
commercial, rentals, acreages and land

When Winter Ends Early, Real Estate Doesn’t Wait.
Buyers come out sooner, sellers get curious sooner, and the
spring market quietly starts before the season officially arrives.

Scan to
View more
Listings

EXIT REALTY MIDWEST

SPIRIT LAKE IOWA & IOWA GREAT LAKES

1306 18th St., Suite C
Spirit Lake, IA

712-336-3405

ExitRealtyMidwest.com

3286 335th | Ruthven
Lost Lunker’s Lodge: 5 bedroom, 4 bath home.
Lost Island Lake. Offered at 949,000

~sellboji.com

)
/

WETLANDS PARADISE

1020 Hwy. 71 #S6 | Okohoji

East Lake, 2 bedroom, 2 bath condo with
private garage and boat slip. Offered at
$519,900

RE/MAX

Spyglass offers maintenance free lake living in the heart of Arnolds Park with
lake access, garage space, association pool, and close proximity to dining,
shopping, and all the lowa Great Lakes action. Tour three fantastic units
in one building and find the one that fits your summer plans.

3

272 Hwy. 71 N. Arnolds Park | 712-336-4967 | sellboji.com

Hosted by Charlie Leissler

Hosted by Tracy Evans &

Hosted by Aaron Jones

00 340th Street | Ruthven
Sportsman’s paradise. 16.74 acres located
south of Blue Wing Marsh public access
near Lost Island. Offered at $175,000

SUNDAY, MARCH 1
11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

< SPYGLASS VILLAS ON UPPER GAR LAKE
14 lowa St., Arnolds Park

B4 - Fully Remodeled

3 Bed * 2 Bath
$674,999

C5 - Top Floor
3 Bed * 2 Bath

$639,000

Brooke Jones

C2 - Top Floor
3 Bed * 2 Bath

$664,900

Okoboji Realty

SPECIALIZING IN OKOBOJI LAKESHORE PROPERTY

NEW LISTING!

WEST LAKE, NORTH

Premier West Lake home with screened porch,
step-free dock access, and 50’ of shoreline.

MILFORD, NATURE TRAILS

$670,000

Pond-side Nature Trails homes featuring custom
woodwork, tall ceilings, and recent upgrades.

SPIRIT LAKE, LAKES AREA STORAGE

$88,900
Modern 24’x40’ storage unit in Spirit Lake with

easy access and low-cost solar power.

CONTACT US TODAY!

-

SCAN FOR MORE DETAILS ON LISTINGS!

OKOBOJIRE.COM

1121 Brooks Park Drive, PO Box 815, Okoboji, IA 51355

712.336.4000 | Licensed in lowa
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2025 Year In Review

At the beginning of each year, the
Dickinson County Trails Board visits
our partner cities to provide updates on
the previous year’s trail
activities and accomplish-
ments. We are fortunate to
be part of an incredibly
supportive community of
donors, local foundations,
cities, and county partners
who make our success
possible.

Below are highlights
and key figures from the
Dickinson County Trails
Board 2025 Annual Re-
port that we have been
sharing with our local
partners:

2.5 Miles —Three new
trail segments totalling 2.5
miles were added to the trails system,
including the Lakes Art Center Loop,
the West Okoboji Trail Connection, and
the first phase of the Clay County Con-
nection. These additions created place-
making spaces, filled street route gaps,
and advanced our ongoing mission to
co<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>