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In 1991, I graduated from a large region-
al high school where I navigated a physi-
cal community of over 2,000 students. My 
“circle” wasn’t just my graduating class; it 
crossed age groups and status lines. Quite 
the social butterfly back then, I ran with a 
variety of crowds—and some weren’t the 
best. But even then, the risks were local-
ized. Getting caught in the wrong place 
was a neighborhood danger. The threats 
weren’t as accessible as they are today—
and neither were we. Now the picket fenc-
es are gone, the “bad crowd” is no longer 
local…it’s in our youth’s pocket 24/7. It 
encompasses anything from digital scam-
mers to sophisticated predators, all dis-
guised as harmless apps, viral trends, or 
“friends” three states away who are fellow 
gamers claiming to be “the same age.”

When I was young, my father kept me 
on a short leash, and his lectures always 
sounded like a broken record I couldn’t 
wait to turn off. I spent years rolling my 
eyes at those ‘talks’, only to realize they 
were the exact blueprints I needed once I 
had my own children. One of Dad’s lessons 
in particular became a North Star for me: 
“Who are your kids’ friends?” He followed 
that with a sobering truth: “Our children’s 
circle of friends is not just about their so-
cial life—it’s their primary influence.” As 
parents, we’d like to think we are the pri-
mary influence. To some degree that is 
true—until it’s not. Once they reach a cer-
tain age, the “circle” takes the wheel.

As a teenager, of course, I didn’t connect 
those dots. But as a parent, the picture be-
came crystal clear and a focus on my chil-
dren’s relationships became paramount. 
It wasn’t about control; it was about un-
derstanding who they were choosing and, 
more importantly, why. Then, it was my job 
to have the guardrails ready. When they 
couldn’t see the edges of the road, it was 
my responsibility to make sure they didn’t 
veer off the cliff. Now that my children are 
adults, the fruits of that labor occasionally 
pop up in my text notifications. One of my 
daughters recently messaged me about a 
name from her youth. The young man had 

Guardrails for the Digital Circle
been incarcerated for domestic violence. 
It was a relief to both of us that he was a 
distant memory—one we had navigated 
together—and not a current reality. Even 
in middle school, his behavior raised red 
flags for me. At the time, those flags were 
invisible to my daughter; there was a brief, 
mutual interest—the kind of adolescent 
spark that blinds a young girl to the warn-
ing signs that a mother sees instantly. This 
is the inherent vulnerability of youth: our 
teens only know what they know. They 
trust because we—their parents and fam-
ily—have taught them that. It’s a beauti-
ful foundation. But paired with adolescent 
naivety, it becomes a dangerous blindspot.

Currently, there is a narrative suggest-
ing that teens who fall prey to traps are 
unintelligent, or that their parents have 
failed. I couldn’t disagree more. I suspect 
those casting stones have forgotten their 
own youth or have never had to raise a 
child through this modern landscape. I 
barely made it through myself. You can 
talk until you’re blue in the face, but you 
can’t talk a child out of a danger they don’t 
believe exists. That is why I never worried 
about being the “unpopular” parent. Even-
tually given the title “Bada$$ Mom” by my 
kids’ real friends, and gaining the respect 
of school staff, I relied on my gut instincts 
and a refusal to look away. I pursued the 
contents of their phones regularly, used 
locator apps, and stood my ground when 
3:00 AM inappropriate messages pinged 
on the kitchen countertop “Drop Spot.” 
Even then, I misstepped sometimes. 
When I “blinked” it was because I wanted 
so badly to trust my kids, but those are 
the moments they fell. We simply do the 
best we can with the tools we have. In the 
end, I’d rather face my children’s eyerolling 
than look back and wish I had done more. 
You might be teetering on the brink of this 
parenting cliff yourself. If you are, I have 
some tips.
My Field-Tested Guardrails for the Digi-
tal Age:

Educate Yourself: Do all the research 

REGISTER NOW!

dublin.busybeesart.com

CREATIVECREATIVE
FUN ALLFUN ALL
SUMMERSUMMER
LONG!LONG!

POTTERYPOTTERY
CLAYCLAY
GLASSGLASS
MOSAICSMOSAICS
CANVASCANVAS
& MORE!& MORE!

REGISTERREGISTER
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Celebrate the 27th year of Northeast 
Ohio’s most popular and longest-running 
free family event. From 11 AM to 6 PM, 
thousands of families from across the re-
gion will gather for a full day packed with 
fun, discovery, and connection.

Families can explore the latest in kids’ 
products and services, meet trusted local 
organizations, and enjoy hands-on activi-
ties and live entertainment throughout 
the day.

Businesses — this is your opportunity 
to connect face-to-face with parents and 
showcase your brand in a high-energy, 
family-focused setting.

Mark your calendar and get ready for a 
day the kids won’t stop talking about!

Don’t Miss These Featured Attrac-
tions:

• Kids Activity Counter sponsored by 
My Kids Childcare Inc. (Top of the Food 
Court) 
• Meet the Author Area sponsored by 
Mentor Public Library (Top of Dillard’s 
Concourse) 
• Face Painting 
• Ongoing Stage Entertainment sponsored 
by University Hospitals (near Dick’s Sport-
ing Goods Concourse) 
• Backyard Play Area

• Character Meet & Greet Spot spon-
sored by Busy Bees Pottery & Arts Studio 
• Scavenger Hunt throughout the exhibi-

 Event held throughout the Great Lakes Mall in Mentor!
One BIG day for One REALLY BIG Event!

    Northeast Ohio’s 
 Best FREE Kids Event! 
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Event Producer   PROMARK ENTERPRISES, LLC  •  TO EXHIBIT CALL 440-974-1198 / pat@usepromark.com
KIDSHOWINFO.COM

Saturday, March 21 • 11am - 6pm  

Activities • Exhibitors • Entertainment 

Mascot 
Mania

3pm on Stage! 

Brick Builders Station  
 Hands-on brick building fun!  

Create. Explore. Play. 
  mimi

Print & Digital Marketing

®think local

NEW 
THIS 
YEAR

Take fun 
photos at the
Superhero 

Photo 
Station!

One Epic Day. Endless Family Fun
The KidShow is back at Great Lakes Mall on Saturday, March 21!

tor booths, sponsored by Willoughby-East-
lake Public Library 
• Free Goody Bags sponsored by Outback 
Auto Wash (KidShow Registration Center 
near the Food Court)

• Win a Family 4-pack for a Narrated 
Sightseeing Cruise aboard the GOODTIME 
III if you find the Red Envelope in your 
goody bag!

• Superhero Photo Station 
• Brick Builders Station sponsored by 
SpeedPro Chagrin Valley — Create. Explore. 
Play. 
• Fun Spot Activity Zone featuring a Col-
oring Contest sponsored by Michaels, 
County Kids, and the KidShow 
• Snack Attack sponsored by Great Stuff 
Warehouse — visit the main stage at the 
top of each hour for a free snack! 
• Free Child Safety Fingerprinting/ID pre-
sented by Port-Summit Rotary (11 AM–3 
PM)

Get ready for an unforgettable day 
of family fun — and the best part? It’s 
FREE!

Visit www.KidShowInfo.com for full 
details and the complete entertainment 
schedule.
Want to Get Involved?

Exhibitor spaces are available for busi-
nesses looking to connect directly with 
thousands of local families in one powerful 
day.

For exhibitor registration or more infor-
mation, contact KidShow Producer Patty 
Perry of ProMark Enterprises at 440-974-
1198, or visit www.KidShowInfo.com and 
click “Exhibit at the KidShow.”

Art Camps
Theater Camps

So MuchSo Much FFunun at Rabbit Runat Rabbit Run

Madison, OH

So Much

Dance Classes
Music Lessons

rabbitrun.org440-428-5913
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Hawken Day Camps provide a variety of exciting and 
challenging activities led by experienced professionals. 
While your child enjoys a four or six-week session, you’ll 
rest assured knowing he or she is in a safe, nurturing 
environment that includes daily hot lunches, optional 
transportation, and pre- and after-care services. Camp 
offerings include Hawklings Adventure Camp (ages 3–4) 
Boys or Girls Day Camp or Co-ed Day Camp (kindergar-
ten–grade 5), Boys Sports Camp (grades 4–8), and Girls 
Lifetime Adventure Camp (grades 4–8). Camps are held 
on the Lyndhurst or Gates Mills campus.

Passport Camps offer unique week-long, full and 
half-day opportunities to learn, create, and explore. 
Families can piece together a summer of courses or 
choose a one-week adventure. Camp topics include off-
campus adventures; cooking; science and math; innova-
tion; visual arts; design and construction; leadership; 
cooking; outdoor explorations; sports and fitness; tech-

Discover Hawken Day Camps
nology and creativity; and mythology, mystery, 
and adventure. Camps will be held on the Lynd-
hurst campus.

Hawken Athletics Camps offer skill-driven 
instruction for campers seeking to improve their 
skills in many sports. More information will be 
released in March. Offerings in previous years have 
included soccer, basketball, lacrosse, football, field 
hockey, tennis, and volleyball. 

Hawken Summer Studies Program, open to public 
and private school students, is a six-week program for 
credit and enrichment for students entering grades 
9–12. Subject offerings include courses in the humani-
ties, science, mathematics, and health studies.

Come join the fun! Camps run at varying intervals 
between June and August. For more information, con-
tact summerprograms@hawken.edu, 440.423.2940,  
or visit www.hawken.edu/summer.

Aikido – teaches basic awareness of self-defense and self protec-
tion. It is a great tool to defend against attack or bullying. North 
Coast Aikikai has been in the Lake County area for over 60 

years teaching students traditional martial arts self defense 
through Aikido. Come check us out at: 

36495 Vine St, #J
Willoughby, Ohio 44094 

440-622-6485

Self Defense for Kids

BOYS AND GIRLS DAY CAMPS
OVERNIGHT CAMPS

TEEN LEADERSHIP PROGRAMS

JUNE 1 - AUG. 7

SERVING NORTHEAST OHIO CAMPERS
SINCE 1947

RED BARN • CHINCAPIN • RED OAK

RED OAK CAMP
9057 KIRTLAND-CHARDON RD. KIRTLAND, OH 44094

Swimming • Horseback Riding
Nature & Science • Fishing

Tree Climbing
Canoeing & Kayaking Archery

Riflery • Rock Climbing & Ropes Course
Woodshop • Arts & Crafts • Hiking
Sports • CampFires & Overnights

REDOAKCAMP.ORG

SEE OUR 
AD ON 
PAGE 9

SEE OUR 
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From ropes courses and climbing to 
horseback riding and swimming. Ca-
noeing and fishing. Science and nature. 
Archery and field games. Whatever their 
passions, campers will find it here at Red 
Oak Camp.

With more than 75 years of experi-
ence, Red Oak Camp delivers the quintes-
sential summer camp experi-
ence. Campers unplug, connect 
with nature, and grow through 
meaningful challenges and 
unforgettable fun at our camps 
for boys and girls.

Do your campers love climb-
ing? We offer high and low ropes courses, 
indoor and outdoor climbing walls, and 
recreational tree climbing, providing the 
right level of challenge for every skill and 
comfort level.

Our teen leadership programs strike 
the perfect balance between summer fun 
and learning essential leadership skills, 
all within a supportive community where 
lifelong friendships and memories are 
formed.

Located on 87 beautiful acres in Kirt-
land, Ohio, just minutes from Cleveland, 

Developing Campers’ Inner Strengths Through
Outdoor Exploration & Adventure

Red Oak Camp offers activities that ex-
cite, delight, and inspire. It’s the perfect 
place for campers to explore, grow, and 
thrive this summer.

Since 1947, Red Oak Camp’s mission 
has been to develop campers’ inner 
strengths through outdoor exploration, 
education, and adventure. Through expe-
riential learning, we help today’s camp-
ers become tomorrow’s leaders—while 
creating memories that last a lifetime.

Red Oak Camp
Camps for rising 1st–rising 9th graders

www.RedOakCamp.org

Camp Gilmour camps are the perfect way to help kids explore new interests, 
build skills and make unforgettable memories — with small group sizes and 
outstanding instructors.

From STEM and hands-on mechanics to culinary creativity, performing arts, 
entrepreneurship and sports, there’s a program for every passion and every 
age. Young explorers can take flight in Fun with Drones, learning beginner-
friendly piloting through missions and challenges (only 6 spots per session). 
Budding sewers can stitch, design and create in Adventure in Threads (supplies 
included, only 6 spots per session) or dive into real-world engineering with 
Motogo Engine Builders, where campers disassemble and rebuild engines with 
expert coaching.

Food lovers can cook their way through the summer with chef-led camps 
like Southern Comfort Classics, Rise & Shine Breakfast Camp, TikTok Test 

Kitchen, Breads: The Staff of Life, The Great Pasta Adventure, 
Food Lab Explorers, Sweet Southern Delights and Fresh From the 
Farm: Gilmour Grown — plus Brites and Bites, a colorful blend of 
nutrition and creativity.

For adventurers, Sky High Adventure and Sky High Adventure 2 
deliver zip lines, rock walls and high ropes that build courage and 
leadership. Younger campers can become “little heroes” at Gates 

Mills Village Safety Town (ages 4–5), while curious minds can solve mysteries 
in CSI: Crime Scene Investigation.

Add in Performing Arts camps, Lancer Youth Business Academy 
entrepreneurship programs, and a full lineup of sports camps — and you’ve 
got a summer full of options! Register early as spots are limited, and many 
camps fill quickly.

BOYS AND GIRLS DAY CAMPS
OVERNIGHT CAMPS

TEEN LEADERSHIP PROGRAMS

JUNE 1 - AUG. 7

SERVING NORTHEAST OHIO CAMPERS
SINCE 1947

RED BARN • CHINCAPIN • RED OAK

RED OAK CAMP
9057 KIRTLAND-CHARDON RD. KIRTLAND, OH 44094

Swimming • Horseback Riding
Nature & Science • Fishing

Tree Climbing
Canoeing & Kayaking Archery

Riflery • Rock Climbing & Ropes Course
Woodshop • Arts & Crafts • Hiking
Sports • CampFires & Overnights

REDOAKCAMP.ORG

Camp2026Registration
NowOpen!www.lakecountyymca.org

WESTENDY
Willoughby
440.946.1160

CENTRALY
Painesville
440.352.3303

EASTENDY
Madison
440.428.5125

WHERE
THEFUN
NEVERSETS

SEE OUR 
AD ON 
PAGE 4

SEE OUR 
AD ON 

PAGE 10

Camp Gilmour delivers a range of camp 
options for Summer 2026
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Creative fun all summer long! Busy 
Bees Summer Art Camp is the place for 
the kids to “bee” this summer!

Parents looking for “that something 
different” for their creative kiddos 
should check out the summer camps 
offered by the Busy Bees Pottery & Arts 
Studio in Great Lakes Mall.

Since 2015, the studio has provided a 
cheerful creative outlet 
for school-aged children 
to explore and create 
throughout the summer. 
“Within the camps, our 
instructors take kids on 
a journey, exploring our 

mediums, from paint your own unfin-
ished bisque pottery pieces to mosaics, 
canvas painting, glass fusing, clay hand 
building, and board art,” says owner 
Beth Brinton. “There’s really nothing as 
special as seeing a child’s face light up 
when they finish creating something.” 

Beth and her artsy staff have come 
up with a range of half-day and full-
day camps to appeal to kids ages six to 
12. Running the second week of June 
through the first week of August, each 
day of the week focuses on a special me-
dium and theme! The Summer Art Coun-
selors are an incredible group of people 
who love sharing and exploring the arts 
with our local youth. All counselors are 
First Aid certified and are background 
checked.

“The kids will create one to three 
pieces of artwork each day during the 
camps,” says Beth. “And their pottery, 
or clay or glass pieces will be kiln fired 
at the studio which is a really unique ex-

perience for the kids. Non-fired projects 
such as canvases, candles, and mosaics 
will be available for the kids to explore 
as well.

Busy Bees Pottery & Art Studio is 
located in the heart of Great Lakes Mall, 
near the Fuji Japanese Steakhouse en-
trance, at 7850 Mentor Avenue, in Men-
tor. You should book parties in advance, 
but for regular art projects, walk- ins are 
always welcome. Register for summer 
camps online. 

The studio is open seven days a week, 
Monday through Thursday, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.; 
Friday, 11 a.m.-8 p.m.; Saturday, 11a.m.-7 
p.m.; Sunday, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. For more in-
formation, call 440-571-5201 or visit www.
Mentor.BusyBeesArt.com. From ceramic 

and hand-built pottery to 
glass fusing, painting, jew-
elry making and more, you 
can get creative and have 
a lot of fun at Busy Bees 
Pottery and Arts Studio.

Busy Bees offers Creative fun 
all summer long! 

Beck Center for the Arts, located in 
Lakewood, is the place to enjoy creat-
ing arts experiences. From classes for 
all ages, all skill levels, all abilities, we 
welcome you into our theater, dance, vi-
sual arts, and music programs. Creative 
Arts Therapies assist those with disabili-
ties and special needs in adapted arts 
classes and lessons. From free visual arts 
exhibitions, great for all ages, to the new 
outdoor pocket park, you are invited to 
the Beck Center campus to express your-
self. Find out more about professional 
theater productions, youth theater pro-
ductions, dance performances, and arts 
education programs at BeckCenter.org.

SUMMER
CAMPS
AND
CLASSES
FOR
ARTISTS
LIKE
YOU!

BECKCENTER.ORG | 216.521.2540

theater

music

visual arts

creative
arts therapies

BE A PART
OF THE
ARTS!

dance

TRY A CLASS
FOR FREE!

Check out our weekly schedule online. Stop in anytime
and check out as many different programs as you’d like.

No reservation needed.
The first session in each program is free!

It’s that simple. No obligations!

Self Defense, Physical Fitness,
& Competition

6090 PINECONE DRIVE, MENTOR
440-358-9371 w OHIO-MMA.COM

SEE OUR 
AD ON 
PAGE 6

BECK CENTER FOR THE ARTS

SEE OUR 
AD ON 
PAGE 2
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perience for the kids. Non-fired projects 
such as canvases, candles, and mosaics 
will be available for the kids to explore 
as well.

Busy Bees Pottery & Art Studio is 
located in the heart of Great Lakes Mall, 
near the Fuji Japanese Steakhouse en-
trance, at 7850 Mentor Avenue, in Men-
tor. You should book parties in advance, 
but for regular art projects, walk- ins are 
always welcome. Register for summer 
camps online. 

The studio is open seven days a week, 
Monday through Thursday, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.; 
Friday, 11 a.m.-8 p.m.; Saturday, 11a.m.-7 
p.m.; Sunday, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. For more in-
formation, call 440-571-5201 or visit www.
Mentor.BusyBeesArt.com. From ceramic 

and hand-built pottery to 
glass fusing, painting, jew-
elry making and more, you 
can get creative and have 
a lot of fun at Busy Bees 
Pottery and Arts Studio.

FULL DAY
WEEK DAYS
9 AM - 3 PM

$280

TUES. & THURS.
9:30 AM - 11:30 AM

$80

AFTER CARE
AVAILABLE

LAKESHOREGYM.COM
760 Beta Dr. Suite G
Mayfield Village, OH

MORE INFO HERE
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AT THE WILLOUGHBY-EASTLAKE 
PUBLIC LIBRARY, you’ll find a wide va-
riety of educational resources, databases 

and digital services, programs and events for all ages, 
and much more! 

To discover everything the 
Willoughby-Eastlake Library has to offer, 
visit www.we247.org or stop by any of our 

four convenient locations:
Eastlake Public Library, 36706 Lakeshore Blvd.

Eastlake, 440-942-7880
Willoughby Public Library, 30 Public Square

Willoughby, 440-942-3200
Willoughby Hills Public Library, 35400 Chardon Rd.

Willoughby Hills, 440-942-3362
Willowick Public Library, 263 E. 305 St.

Willowick, 440-943-4151

Lakeshore Dance & Gymnastics offers something 
for every age and skill level.  They strive to train the 
total athlete in a family-friendly atmosphere. 

Their 27,000 square-foot facility is home to com-
petitive teams, Prestige Dance Company & Prestige 
Gymnastics.

For summer 2026 Lakeshore has a few camp 
options! There will be day camp for those 7-12 years 
old, half day camps for the kiddos 3.5 to 6.5 years old 
& specialty 1-day camps along with skills clinics. Their 
website will have more camp information by March 1st! 
Lakeshoregym.com

Lakeshore has two large dance studios with viewing 
windows and custom-built 
professional floors. From 16 
months to adults everyone 
can find a class to take! They 
have 4 competitive dance 
teams ranging from 4 years 
old to teens, that compete in 
all genres. 

Young gymnasts, pre-
school to school age, have 
their own training space, 
catering to each athlete with 
age-appropriate equipment. 
This year Lakeshore added 
homeschool & autism spe-

cific classes to their program.
Lakeshore offers boys and girls competitive gymnas-

tics and rhythmic gymnastics.  Each team has a space 
designed specifically for them!

At every age, Lakeshore’s quality facility, equipment, 
and professional staff, provide their athletes with a 
home away from home.

Owner, Irene Graber, is thankful for her dedicated 
staff and all the awesome Lakeshore families.

Lakeshore Dance and Gymnastics is located in May-
field Village off of Wilson Mills Road at 760 Beta Drive, 
Suite G.

Lakeshore Dance & Gymnastics

New this year,
robotics camps

for grades 6-8 and
off-site camps in
Beachwood for
grades 4-6!

#StayCuriousCLE

2026 SUMMER CAMPS

Grades
K-6 Camps

start
June 1!

Register Now! Visit
GreatScience.com
formore information

SEE OUR 
AD ON 
PAGE 7

SEE OUR 
AD ON 

PAGE 12
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CAMP CURIOSITY: 
Summer Science Camps Great Lakes Science Center
Welcome to Camp Curiosity 2026! 

Our week-long summer day camps 
offer kids unforgettable science ad-
ventures, new opportunities to grow 
their interests, and the chance to 
make new friends and create amaz-
ing memories. Great Lakes Science 
Center camps combine fun with various 
STEM themes designed to keep kids en-
gaged and learning during the summer. 

 This year, for kids entering grades K-6, 
we have new camps focused on engineer-
ing and building, pirates, sound, insects, 
LEGOs, Minecraft, light, robots and 
space! Plus, all new off-site camp oppor-
tunities in Beachwood for kids entering 
grades 4-6, and new robotics camps for 
middle schoolers entering grades 6-8. 
Kids can get a behind the scenes tour of 
the Science Center, learn how to navigate 
across the ocean, become a STEM detec-
tive, learn about acoustics and create an 
instrument, design, code and so much 
more. Whether your kid dreams of ex-
ploring space, loves building with LEGOs 
or yearns to know how to navigate by the 
night sky, there is a camp sure to capture 
their interest.  

Camp themes are available for both 
grade bands (K-2 and 3-6), but specific ac-
tivities are tailored appropriately for each 
age group.  Sessions begin June 1 and run 
through the week of August 3. 

 Register by March 31 and receive $20 
off. Discounts are also available for multi-
week registration, siblings, and return-
ing camp alumni, and discounts can be 
combined. Members always save $25 per 
camp. Before- and after-care are available. 
Scholarships are also available, which al-
low us to provide summer camp opportu-
nities to underserved youth.

For more information and to register 
call 216-621-2400 or visit 

GreatScience.com.

Mike Moran BB Camps
Mike Moran and his staff return to LNSP for the 28th year of basketball 

camps. With an excellent staff of college coaches, high school coaches and 
college players, Moran camps have been a mainstay of BB training and instruc-

tion in NE Ohio.
Two week-long camps are as follows:

June 15-19
June 22-26

8:45 AM - 3:15 PM
Early bird discount for registration by May 1

Cleveland Soccer Academy Soccer Camps
Ali Kazemaini & Cleveland Soccer Academy are offering two soccer camps 

at LNSP
Camp #1 - June 15-18 (Mon - Thiurs)
Camp #2 - July 20-23 (Mon - Thurs)

Full day camp (9:00 - 2:30) is $ 195
Half day camp (9:00 - 11:30 am) is $135 

Lil Kickers, Skills Institute & Lil Sluggers
Lil Kickers & Lil Sluggers are LNSP’s 

long-standing child develop-
ment programs geared toward 

kids from 18 months to 8 years 
of age. Classes are held on Tuesday & 

Thursday evening from 5-7 PM, and Satur-
day morning from 9:00 till noon.

Lost Nation Sports Park 
will once again host several camps & leagues during the summer

New this year,
robotics camps

for grades 6-8 and
off-site camps in
Beachwood for
grades 4-6!

#StayCuriousCLE

2026 SUMMER CAMPS

Grades
K-6 Camps

start
June 1!

Register Now! Visit
GreatScience.com
formore information

Lyndhurst • Gates Mills • University Circle
summer.hawken.edu

Lyndhurst • Gates Mills

For boys and girls ages 3For boys and girls ages 3--1818

IImmaa
ggiinnee ssuummmmeerr,, tthhiinnkk HHaaww

kkeenn!!
To register and for full camp/course descriptions visit summer.hawken.edu
or contact us at 440-423-2940 or summerprograms@hawken.edu.

Hawken Summer Programs provide some of the best summer
enrichment opportunities in Greater Cleveland. Campers can choose
from a broad menu of programs that are specifically designed to be
age-appropriate, fun, and worthwhile.

Day Camps (Girls, Boys, & Coed options) • One-week Passport Camps
Summer Studies for Grades 9–12 • Athletics Camps (comingMarch 2026)

SEE OUR 
AD ON 
PAGE 8

SEE OUR 
AD ON 

PAGE 16
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Our approach here at the GriffonRawl MMA Academy is 
simple, “If it doesn’t work, we don’t teach it”. All of our pro-
grams are not only designed to benefit those who intend to 
compete, but are also designed to teach Self-Defense while 
getting you in shape. Mixed Martial Arts is currently one of 
the fastest growing sports in the world today! However, do 
not be fooled, the styles we teach have proven their effec-
tiveness inside and outside of the ring time and time again. Competing is 
not a mandatory requirement for attending any of our classes. Competi-
tions we currently compete in are Muay Thai, Boxing, Brazilian Jiu Jitsu, & 
MMA.

We are one of the premier MMA Academy’s in the state of Ohio. We 
stay very active as a team and compete a minimum of at least once every 
month. Our gym is not just for fighters however and we welcome begin-
ners who are just looking for a chance to train in the arts we teach to get in 
shape, learn to fight to be able to defend themselves, and or just want to 

have a lot of fun.
TRY A CLASS FOR FREE! Stop in anytime 

and check out as many different programs 
as you’d like. No reservation needed. The 
first session in each program is free. It’s that 
simple! No obligations!

We are located at 6090 Pinecone Drive 
in Mentor. You can reach us at 440-358-
9371 or check us out on Facebook or on our 
website at www.ohio-mma.com.

Our 2026 Youth Summer Camps are 
designed for children ages 6 and up and 
are organized into age-specific groups 
to ensure a fun, engaging, and devel-
opmentally appropriate experience for 
every participant. Campers will enjoy a 
dynamic mix of daily activities, crafts, 
outdoor exploration, and weekly off-site 
field trips, along with regular visits to 
our outstanding city swimming pool.

For our youngest campers, we also 
offer Mini Munchkin Camp, a two-day-
per-week program designed specifically 
for children ages 4 and up, providing a 
fun and gentle introduction to the camp 
experience.

In addition to our summer camps, 
families are encouraged to explore a wide 
range of events, programs, and activities 
throughout the summer, including our 
family-friendly Second Saturdays in the 
Park at Wes Point Park (May-Oct.) and 
our Summer Concert Series starting in 
June held at both Wes Point Park and 
Osborne Park.

Be sure to visit the Osborne Park Pool, 
and don’t forget to sign your children up 
for swim lessons!

For full details on camps, programs, and 
registration, visit www.willoughbyohio.com 
and start planning your summer with Wil-
loughby Parks & Recreation today!

34001 Cedar Road | Gates Mills, Ohio 44040

REGISTERTODAY
LIMITED AVAILABILITY
DUE TOHIGH DEMAND
Visitgilmour.org/summercamp

GETTHEMOSTOUTOFSUMMER
ATCAMPGILMOUR
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CampGilmourhassomething foreveryone.FromJune1-July31,
camperscanenjoyweekly field trips, special guests, artsandcrafts,
swimming lessons, sportscamps, and lotsofopportunitiesand
activitiesdesignedtomakenewfriends.

NowonderGilmour is theOfficial Campof Summer Fun!
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of Summer Fun!
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IT’SNOTMEANTOBEGREEN! :
WHEREFIRST-TIMEACTORSSHINE—
ANDHELPSAVETHEPLANET!
AGES9-14

MINIBIKEENGINEPROGRAM
AGES11-15
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GIRLSONLY!
AGES11-15
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AGES11-15
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Welcome to GriffonRawl MMA Academy
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Young Campers Discover Hidden Talents
Campers discover hidden talents in 

many different fine arts camps this sum-
mer available at Rabbit Run Community 
Arts Association (RRCAA) in Madison.  

Youth Art Camp is for anyone who 
likes to be creative and maybe make a 
mess in the process.  In these one-week 
camps, campers, ages 3 and up, get elbow 
deep in paint, clay, and other mediums 
as they create original two- and three-
dimensional works of art.  

Art Camps meets Monday through 
Friday in the morning.  Primary Art 
Camp, for ages 5 through 8, meets June 
8 through June 12, and Youth Art Camp, 
for ages 8 through 11, meets June 15 
through June 19.   Specific times to be 
announced.  Preschool Art Camp, for 
ages three through five, meets from 10 
a.m. to 11 a.m. and is typically the first 
part of August.  

Also available is Adapted Art Adven-
tures, a hands-on art experience for 
adapted students ages 5 and up.  Adapt-
ed Art Adventures consists of once-a-
month sessions running throughout the 
summer.

Campers delve into all areas of the 
theater arts including drama, music, 

dance, costumes, make-up, and stage 
craft in both Junior Theater Camp for 
ages 4 through 8 and Explorer’s Theater 
Camp for ages 8 through 15.  Campers 
also participate in arts and crafts and 
age-appropriate games.   

Explorer’s Camp is for those who are 
new to theater and are looking for a great 
introduction to the world of drama.  The 
camp meets from 1 to 4 p.m., Monday 
through Friday.

Just for Juniors Camp runs from 9 
a.m. to noon, Monday through Friday.  

Just for Juniors is a one-week camp 
introducing young children to the world 
of theater through song, dance, and lots 
of imagination. 

Specific dates for camps will be an-
nounced the first part of March.

For more information, call RRCAA at 
440-428-5913 or visit rabbitrun.org .

RRCAA is a non-profit organization 
offering year-round instruction in all the 
major disciplines of the fine and per-
forming arts and receives partial funding 
from the Ohio Arts Council.

34001 Cedar Road | Gates Mills, Ohio 44040
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possible on what your child’s age group might get involved in or encounter. Stay up to 
date on new apps (especially hidden ones) and gaming platforms. Learn all the games 
they play, apps they use, as well as slang used to code what they’re talking about. 

Shared Passwords: This is about safety as much as it is about transparency. No ‘child’ 
should have a locked phone that a parent cannot get into. 

The “Drop Spot”: Designate a central location (like the kitchen counter) where all 
devices “sleep” at night. (Hint: When you go to bed, devices go with you. If they need 
an alarm to wake up, plenty of stores sell those.)

The Truth: Frame your involvement as your “job”. Explain that your “work” is a re-
sponsibility you have as a parent and that having access and using monitoring tools is 
the safety net they don’t yet realize they need.

Validate the Blindspot: Tell your kids that predators are professionals at being lik-
able. It’s not a lack of intelligence; it’s a surplus of manipulation.

Ignore the “Stones”: Your goal isn’t to be the cool parent—it’s to be the one who 
gets your child safely to the other side.

Trust Your Instincts: If your gut says something is off, it is. Your intuition is the 
most sophisticated monitoring tool you own.

Don’t Get Angry, Rather Have Conversations: If (and when) you find questionable 
content or engagement, do not get angry, accusatory, or give in to the urge to shame 
your child. The goal is to build trust through communication. Asking questions is key, 
listening to understand is the other key. 

It’s a lot of work navigating this current landscape as a parent—but as a wise Uber 
driver (and fellow parent in the trenches) once told me, if it’s not hard work, we’re 
probably not doing it right.

The conversation doesn’t end here. If you’re feeling overwhelmed, you aren’t 
alone. Visit my blog www.FamilyMatterswithAmber.com where I share deeper stories I 
couldn’t fit here—including three specific times my instincts and proactive guardrails 
saved my children from genuine harm. Let’s keep our kids safe, one red flag at a time.

Aikido
Self-Defense for

Kids
Aikido – teaches basic awareness of self-defense and self-protection. It is excellent for building coordination and

confidence to both defend and avoid confrontation due to an attack or bulling.

Aikido is a
Non-Competitive

martial art..
Adults and Teens

welcome

North
Coast
Aikikai

36495 Vine Street, Unit-J
Willoughby, Ohio 44094

440-622-6485

www.ncaikikai.com
located in the same shopping center as

Zapetelli Taxes and Pierogi Palace.

GUARDRAILS FROM PAGE 2
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MENTOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES
 Main Library 

 8215 Mentor Ave. Mentor, OH 44060 
 (440) 255-8811 

 Mentor-on-the-Lake
 5642 Andrews Rd. 

Mentor-on-the-Lake 44060 
 (440) 257-2512 

 Headlands 
 4669 Corduroy Rd. Mentor, OH 44060 

 (440) 257-2000
www.mentor.lib.oh.us

Family Story Time Mondays at 10 a.m., 
starting March 9 Children’s Story Time 
Room, Main Branch Children will enjoy 
stories, songs and activities that promote 
early literacy and healthy development. 
Geared toward children aged two to six, but 
all ages are welcome. And story time ends 
with a parade!
Tiddlywinks Story Time Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m., starting March 10
Children’s Story Time Room, Main Branch
Kids (from birth to three years old) will love 
this interactive story time filled with stories, 
songs and rhymes.
Storytime Stars Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m., 
starting March 10 Lake Branch Kids (ages 
six month to five years) will enjoy stories, 
songs, rhymes and a craft. All children must 
be accompanied by an adult.
Preschool Story Time Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays at 11 a.m., starting March 10
Children’s Story Time Room, Main Branch
Kids (ages three to six) will enjoy stories, 
songs, rhymes and a craft. Children attend 
without an adult.
Pajama Story Time Wednesdays at 6:30 
p.m., starting March 11 Children’s Story 
Time Room Main Branch Children can wear 
their snuggliest pajamas while they enjoy 
stories, songs, rhymes, a craft and a snack. 

All ages welcome. Children must be accom-
panied by an adult.
Musical Munchkins Thursdays at 10:30 
a.m., starting March 12 Lake Branch Kids 
(ages five and younger) can enjoy an 
interactive musical story time with singing, 
stories, and exploration of simple musical 
concepts. All kids must be accompanied by 
an adult.
Finger Paint Fridays Fridays from 10 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. Headlands Branch Kids can 
explore their creativity with fingerpainting 
every Friday at the Headlands Branch. The 
library will provide paper, paint and aprons. 
This activity will largely be self-directed 
with limited assistance from staff. Registra-
tion is not required; but space is limited, so 
children may need to wait their turns.
Wiggle, Giggle & Shake Story Time 
Fridays at 10 a.m., starting March 13 James 
R. Garfield Room, Main Branch Kids and 
caregivers will have fun clapping, marching 
and moving to music together. For ages 
two to six.
Egg Hatching at the Library Feb. 23 until 
the eggs hatch Children’s Area, Main Branch 
Beginning Feb. 23, come visit the chicken 
eggs that will be hatching in the Chil-
dren’s Area of Mentor Public Library’s Main 
Branch. The library will have an incubator 
set up and visitors may even get to see the 
eggs hatch. You can also follow the chicks’ 
progress on the library’s Twitch channel, 
twitch.tv/mentorpubliclibrary. After the 
chicks hatch, they’ll stay at the library for 
about a week before relocating to their 
forever home.
Happy Birthday, Dr. Seuss Monday, March 
2, from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Children’s Area, 
Main Branch Families can celebrate Dr. 
Seuss’s birthday with games, activities and 
crafts inspired by his books and characters. 

No registration required.
Grab-n-Go Seasonal Crafts Monday, 
March 2 Lake Branch Kids can enjoy a sea-
sonal craft to take and make at home, while 
supplies last.
Dr. Seuss Family Story Time Monday, 
March 2, at 10 a.m. James R. Garfield Room, 
Main Branch Celebrate Dr. Seuss’s birthday 
with a Seuss-pendous story time. Lots of 
Seussical fun. No registration required.
Book-to-Movie Book Club Monday, March 
2, at 4 p.m. Children’s Story Room, Main 
Branch Kids (ages eight to 12) read part of 
a classic children’s book, watch a snippet 
of the movie it inspired, and enjoy related 
activities. In celebration of Dr. Seuss’s birth-
day, March’s book is “The Lorax.” Registra-
tion required.
The Fine Arts Club Tuesday, March 3, at 4 
p.m. Children’s Story Room, Main Branch
Using history and hands-on experience, 
children (ages seven to 12) will learn about 
dance, theatre, poetry, painting and other 
forms of art. In March, they’ll paint with oil 
pastels.
Travel Club — USA Wednesday, March 4, at 
4 p.m. Children’s Story Room, Main Branch 
Kids (ages six to 12) will enjoy crafts, activi-
ties and snack celebrating a different state 
each month. Kids can also collect a pin from 
that state. Registration required.
Paws to Read Wednesday, March 4 Ses-
sions start at 6 and 6:30 p.m. Headlands 
Branch Kids who can read independently 
are invited to practice their reading skills in 
these 30-minute sessions with a licensed 
therapy dog. Perfect for the reluctant 
reader! Registration required.
Playful Fish Mobile Thursdays, March 5 or 
12, at 4 p.m. The HUB Kids (ages six to 11) 
can celebrate Dr. Seuss’s birthday with a 
playful mobile that features some “red fish, 
blue fish.” Registration required.
Pokemon Palooza Friday, March 6, at 5:30 
p.m. Main Branch Kids (first through sixth 
grade) can celebrate 30 years of Pokemon 
during this special afterhours program. 
They’ll paint 3D printed Pokemon and 
enjoy a Pokemon-themed scavenger hunt. 
Kids younger than eight must be accompa-
nied by an adult. Please don’t bring trading 
cards. Registration required.
LEGO at the Library Saturday, March 7, 
at 11 a.m. James R. Garfield Room, Main 
Branch Kids (ages five to 12) can rock the 
blocks on the first Saturday of every month. 
No registration required.
‘The Lorax’ Movie Day Saturday, March 7, 
at noon Village Room, Main Branch Families 
with kids of all ages can celebrate Dr. Se-
uss’s birthday by enjoying a special screen-
ing of “The Lorax” at the library. The library 
will provide popcorn. Families are welcome 
to bring lunch and/or snacks. Registration 
required.
Winter Bird Walk Sunday, March 8, at 2 
p.m. Mentor Marsh Join the Cleveland 

Museum of Natural History’s naturalist to 
explore nearby natural areas and see what 
birds and wildlife are active this time of 
year. Meet at the Mentor Marsh Nature 
Center (5185 Corduroy Road, Mentor) for a 
fun winter outing. All ages and skill levels 
welcome. Please bring binoculars if you 
have them and dress for the weather. Regis-
tration is required.
Early Intervention Family Story Time 
Monday, March 9, at 5:30 p.m. James R. 
Garfield Room, Main Branch Story time and 
short activity for families in the early inter-
vention program. Registration required.
Egg-cellent Facts with Meyer Hatchery
Tuesday, March 10, at 5:30 p.m. James R. 
Garfield Room, Main Branch Mentor Public 
Library is hatching chickens this spring. 
Jess Nestor from Meyer Hatchery will be 
here to discuss the process and answer 
any questions that kids may have. She may 
even have some baby chicks. Registration 
required.
Firehouse Friends Thursday, March 12, at 
10 a.m. Children’s Story Room, Main Branch 
Join Fireman Dan from Mentor Fire Depart-
ment as he reads stories and offers tips on 
staying safe. No registration required.
The Story of America Club Thursday, 
March 12, at 4 p.m. James R. Garfield Room, 
Main Branch Kids (ages seven to 12) can 
explore a different chapter in the story of 
the United States each month with crafts, 
activities, and a snack that relates to that 
period in history. This month, the club trav-
els back to the Revolutionary War. Registra-
tion required.
Teen Art Night: Spring Tassel Wreath 
Thursday, March 12, at 6:30 p.m. Lake 
Branch Tweens and teens (ages ten to 17) 
can celebrate spring by making an adorable 
tassel wreath. Registration required.
Nature Journaling Saturday, March 14, 
at 9 a.m. Mentor Marsh Open to all ages 
and skill levels. No experience necessary. 
Limited instruction will be given, as this is a 
way for each individual to create their own 
way of observing and connecting to nature. 
All supplies provided, but feel free to bring 
your own. This meeting will be hosted in 
partnership with the Cleveland Museum of 
Natural History’s Second Saturday Science 
program. Join the group at the corner of 
Woodridge and Forest Roads in the Mentor 
Headlands and venture into the Mentor 
Marsh. Registration required.
Taylor Swift Party Saturday, March 14, at 1 
p.m. Village Room, Main Branch Kids (ages 
eight to 12) can celebrate all things Taylor 
Swift with singalongs, crafts and by making 
friendship bracelets. Registration required.
ROBLOX Saturday Saturday, March 14, at 
2 p.m. Headlands Branch Join the library 
online or in-person for a different game 
from ROBLOX each month. Register to get 
in the game.
Next Level Video Game Club Saturday, 

GUARDRAILS FROM PAGE 2
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March 14, at 2 p.m. Headlands Branch Kids 
(ages eight and older) can play games like 
Smash Brothers, Mario Kart and Nintendo 
Sports on Switch. They’re also welcome to 
bring their own portable device. Registra-
tion required.
Thrills and Chills Teen Book Club Monday, 
March 16, at 6:30 p.m. Headlands Branch 
The library’s book club for teens — with 
books selected by its club members! 
The club is open to 14- through 18-year-
olds in ninth through 12th grade. This 
month’s book is “Late to the Party” by Kelly 
Quindlen. Registration required.
DIY Squishies Tuesday, March 17, at 3 p.m. 
Village Room, Main Branch Kids (ages four 
to 10) can make their very own squishies. 
All supplies will be provided. Children 
should dress for a mess because they will 
be painting. Registration required.
Stroller Strides Thursday, March 19, at 
10 a.m. Village Room, Main Branch It’s a 
workout for the grownups and fun for the 
kids! Adults can experience total-body 
conditioning while the children (three and 
younger) remain in the stroller and are 
entertained with songs, activities and more 
fun. Presented by Zerina Hutchinson. Regis-
tration required.
Name That Song Thursday, March 19, at 2 
p.m. Village Room, Main Branch Teens (sev-
enth through 12th grade) can play name 
that song. Snacks provided. Registration 
required.
Shelf Control: Creating a Reading Journal 
Thursday, March 19, at 6:30 p.m. James R. 
Garfield Room, Main Branch Teens (and 
adults) can learn how to create a reading 
journal and discover a fun way to track your 
reading and reflect on what you’ve read. 
Participants will receive a journal and sup-
plies to get started. Registration required.
Jewelry Making Fun: Kids Craft Friday, 
March 20, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Lake 
Branch Kids (ages five to 12) can make fun 
jewelry. No registration required. While 
supplies last.
Picnic with Frog and Toad Friday, March 
20, at noon Village Room, Main Branch Kids 
(ages three to eight) can welcome spring 
with crafts, activities and snacks inspired by 
the adventures of Frog and Toad. Registra-
tion required.
American Girl in America Wednesday, 
March 25, at 4 p.m. Children’s Story Room, 
Main Branch Kids (ages eight to 12) can 
celebrate 250 years of American his-
tory through the American Girl doll! Each 
month, the group will celebrate a different 
girl and explore a different moment in the 
country’s history. Kids may bring their doll 
with them. This month, the club will meet 
Cecile, Marie-Grace and Addy. Registration 
required.
First Ladies Tea Saturday, March 28, at 1 
p.m. Children’s Story Room, Main Branch
Kids (ages six to 12) can attend a special 

afternoon tea with Mentor’s own First Lady 
— Lucretia Garfield, as portrayed by Debbie 
Weinkamer from We Made History. This 
program is part of the library’s year-long 
celebration of America’s 250th anniversary. 
Registration required.
Book Bunnies Monday, March 30, at 4 p.m. 
James R. Garfield Room, Main Branch
Reluctant readers up to fifth grade can 
schedule a 15-minute reading slot with the 
book bunnies. A friendly face — particularly 
one with a wiggly nose — can help ease 
reading jitters and build confidence. Regis-
tration required.

WILLOUGHBY-EASTLAKE 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES

Eastlake Public Library
36706 Lake Shore Blvd. Eastlake 44095

(440) 942-7880 x. 105
Willoughby Public Library

30 Public Sq. Willoughby, OH 44094
(440) 942-3200 x. 104

Willowick Public Library
263 E. 305 St. Willowick, OH 44095

(440) 943-4151 x. 116
(440) 516-0843 TTY

Willoughby Hills Public Library
35400 Chardon Rd. 

Willoughby Hills, OH 44094
(440) 942-3362

www.welibrary.info

Learn to Knit on a Loom Learn the exciting 
art of loom knitting and create handmade 
items. No experience necessary. All materi-
als provided. Ages 7-12.
Monday, March 2, 6:30 pm
Willoughby Public Library
Popcorn and Pencils Bring your creativity, 
we’ll bring the popcorn! Watch animated 
shows, chat, snack, and enjoy freestyle 
drawing time. Grades 6-12. Ages 11-18.
Tuesdays, March 3, 17, 31, 3:30 pm
Eastlake Public Library
Adaptive Storytime Children of all ages 
& abilities are welcomed to this inclusive 
storytime specifically designed to support 
varying developmental needs. 
Tuesday, March 3, 6 pm (Zoom) 
Tuesday, March 10, 6 pm (In-Person)
Eastlake Public Library
 Music and Movement Join us for a fun 
Music and Movement program followed 
by an optional opportunity to socialize and 
play. Ages 2-5. 
Tuesdays, March 3, 10, 17, 24, 6:30 pm
Willoughby Hills Public Library
 Friday, March 13, 10 am
Willowick Public Library
 Story, Craft & Play Hear stories, make a 
craft and play! Ages 2-5. 
Wednesdays, March 4, 11, 18, 10 am 
Eastlake Public Library
Tween & Teen Anime Awesomeness
Join us for a new anime each session. Draw, 
chat, snack, and have anime-zing time. 
Grades 5-12. Ages 10-18.

Wednesdays, March 4, 18, 3:30 pm
Willowick Public Library
Intro to Reiki for Teens Reiki master Mag-
gie Kimble, LMT, shares her experience in 
the practice of Reiki as a natural healing 
technique. Grades 6-12. Ages 12-18.
Wednesday, March 4, 6:30 pm
Willoughby Public Library=
LEGO Club Bring the family to LEGO and 
Duplo playtime! All ages.
Saturday, March 7, 10 am
Eastlake Public Library
Saturday, March 14, 1:30 pm
Willoughby Hills Public Library
Saturday, March 21, 1:30 pm
Willowick Public Library
 First Chapter Reading Club Introduces 
readers in grades 1-5 to different subjects 
and genres each month. Through read-
alouds, group discussion, and play, we’ll 
help young readers find their next, favorite 
book. Monday, March 9, 6:30 pm 
Willoughby Public Library
 Homeschool Playgroup Play, interact, and 
connect with other homeschool families.
Tuesday, March 10, 11:30 am
Willoughby Hills Public Library,
Movies at the Hills Watch movies recently 
released on DVD on the big screen. Doors 
open at 3:45.
Wednesday, March 11, 4 pm
Willoughby Hills Public Library
Homemade Ice Cream Learn how easy it 
is to make ice cream at home. Grades 5-12. 
Ages 12-18.
Thursday, March 12, 6:30 pm
Willowick Public Library
DIY Storytime Meet your friends at the 
library for a storytime you design yourself! 
Have fun with felt board stories, books, toys, 
and more.
Friday, March 13, 10 am
Willoughby Public Library
SciPlay Drop in for games, crafts, and 
hands-on science!
Saturday, March 14, 10 am-12 pm
Eastlake Public Library
Cat Party We are gonna have a cat party! 
Wear your cat gear. We’ll have cat games 
like chasing the yarn ball and other fun fe-
line activities. Bring a donation for the Lake 
Humane Society and receive a raffle ticket 
for a cat prize!
Saturday, March 14, 11 am
Willoughby Public Library
Learn and Play Chess Club All ages and 
skill levels welcome. An excellent opportu-
nity to learn strategies and develop skills.
Saturday, March 14, 1 pm
Saturday, March 28, 12 pm
Willoughby Public Library
 Common Threads A fiber arts group for 
all ages and skill levels! Bring your crochet, 
knitting, loom, cross-stitch, or other craft 
project and enjoy a cozy space to create, 
connect, and share inspiration. Bring your 
own supplies.

Monday, March 16, 6 pm
Willoughby Public Library
Teen Homeschool: Lake County Histori-
cal Society Local history expert Mandy 
Spencer will use artifacts & exhibits to trace 
the landscape and cultural history of Lake 
County through different time periods. We 
will meet at Lake County Historical Society, 
415 Riverside Drive in Painesville. Grades 
6-12. Ages 12-18.
Tuesday, March 17, 1 pm
Willoughby Public Library
Bark Break Take a break with a therapy dog! 
Tuesday, March 17, 6 pm 
Eastlake Public Library
Preschool Playdough Party
Each month will feature a different theme 
with various playdough activities for pre-
schoolers ages 3-6 and caregivers. Register 
for each month individually.
Wednesday, March 18, 2 pm
Willoughby Public Library
Homeschool LEGO We provide the LEGO, 
you provide the imagination! 
Friday, March 20, 11 am
Willowick Public Library
Family Playgroup Play, interact, and con-
nect with other families at the library.
Friday, March 20, 11:30 am
Willoughby Hills Public Library
Mo Willems Pigeon Party Laugh, learn, 
and play as we celebrate your favorite Mo 
Willems characters! There will be stories, 
games, and crafts all inspired by Pigeon, 
Elephant, Piggie, and Duckling.
Monday, March 23, 6 pm
Willowick Public Library
Mini Makers: Buttons Use our button-
making tools to create custom flair. Ages 
8+. Tuesday, March 24, 10 am
Eastlake Public Library
Afterschool Tween Gaming Join us on the 
second Wednesday of every month for a fun 
night of gaming and friendly competition. 
Challenge fellow gamers on the Nintendo 
Switch and Xbox, win awesome prizes, 
snack on tasty treats, and have a blast!
Wednesday, March 25, 3:30 pm
Willowick Public Library
Video Game Lounge We’ll have Switch 
games for teens and tweens to play and 
pizza to enjoy. No prizes, no pressure, just 
fun. Ages 10-18.
Friday, March 27, 1 pm
Willoughby Hills Public Library
Sit, Stay, READ! Practice your reading skills 
by reading to a therapy dog! Grades K to 5. 
Spaces are very limited.
Saturday, March 28, 10 am 
Eastlake Public Library
Alphabet Adventures Is your preschooler 
ready for Adventure? 4-6-year-olds are 
invited to come to our “classroom” all by 
themselves to practice being independent 
as we play our way through the alphabet.
Monday, March 30, 4 pm
Willoughby Public Library,

CONTEST RULES
1. One entry per child.
2. Entries can be colored using crayons, markers or colored pencils.
3. All entries must include child’s name, address, phone and age.
4. All entries must be submitted by 6:00pm on Saturday, March 21, 2026.
5. Winning entries will be displayed at Michaels until March 31, 2026.
6. All entries become the property of Michaels.
7. Winners will be notified by phone by March 25, 2026.
8. Decision of the judges is final.

Sponsored 
by 

March 21 at Great Lakes Mall

1st Place ages 4-6 
Metal & Glass Artist Table by Artist’s Loft™ ($199.99 Value Choice of Black / White)

2nd Place ages 4-6 
 Crayola™ Inspiration Art Case ($34.99 Value)

Drawing Pad by Artist’s Loft™, 9” x 12” ($9.99 Value)
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Drawing Pad by Artist’s Loft™, 9” x 12” ($9.99 Value)
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the top of the Food Court, or at the Michaels’ booth at the KidShow or at the Michaels store across from the mall at 7900 Plaza Boulevard.  
Deadline for entries is 6:00 pm on March 21, 2026.
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 16  COUNTY KIDS � MARCH 2026

High School Summer Soccer League
June 10 - July 22

(All games played onWednesday evening)
8 games @ $595/team

Register at www.cleveland
soccer academy.com

Lil Kickers & Skills Institute
SPRING SESSION (12WEEKS)
Registration opens February 10, 2026

• Youth soccer development program
• 50-minute classes, one day a week
(Tuesdays, Thursdays, or Saturdays)
• Ages 18 months–12 years old

• Payment plan available! • Register anytime
Cost: Kickers $18.00/class • Skills $20.00/class

Lil Sluggers
SPRING SESSION (12WEEKS)
Registration opens February 10, 2026

• Nationally franchised youth baseball development program
• 50-minute classes, one day a week (Tues, Thurs, or Sat)

• Ages 2–6 years old • Payment plan available! • Register anytime
Cost: $18.00/class

Try a class
for FREE or

register today
online!

38630 Jet Center Dr., Willoughby
North of Rt. 2 off Lost Nation Road

440-602-4000
www.LNSportsPark.com

Indoor Sports and Fun
at LNSP East!

Birthday Parties
Custom design your own birthday party package!

Includes your choice of sports activities, plus exclusive use of
our party room. Sports include soccer, baseball, batting cages,
basketball, virtual reality golf and volleyball. Contact Marilyn
for pricing options and more info.
MARILYN@LNSPORTSPARK.COM or 440-602-4000 ext. 223

Mike Moran Basketball Camps
June 15-19 & June 22-26 • 9:00 am–3:15 pm

Camp Fee $205
Early Bird Fee $185 for campers registering by May 1, 2026

Each camper receives a camp T-shirt
For more info and/or to register please visit

www.morancamps.com or call (216) 397-4505

Cleveland Soccer Academy Camps
Camp # 1 June 15-18 (Mon - Thurs)
Camp # 2 July 20—23 (Mon - Thurs)

Full-day camp (9:00 - 2:30) - Fee of $195
Half-day camp (9:00 - 11:30) - Fee of $135

Contact Ali Kazemaini at Kaz@LNsportspark.com

2026


