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Baxter orthopedlc center construction on time and budget
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Construction of a new orthopedlc center in Baxter is proceedlng weII for a November 2026
opening. The new clinic will feature orthopedic, urgent care, and drive-through pharmacy.
Ann Schwartz photo

By ANN SCHWARTZ

Construction is proceeding
on time and on budget for the
Essential Health Orthopedic
Center in Baxter. Itis located at
the site of the former Camping
World along Hwy. 371.

The 60,000-square-foot fa-
cility will offer orthopedic sur-
gery consultations, podiatry,
rheumatology, endocrinology,
pain care and sports medicine.
There will be onsite X-ray, MRI
and fluoroscopy services.

There will be 72 exam
and six procedure rooms,
along with indoor and outdoor
gyms. It also includes Baxter’s
first drive-through pharmacy
and expanded spine treat-
ment.

“The construction is go-
ing really, really well—on
budget and on track to open
in November 2026,” said
Sandy Zutz-Wiczek, Essentia
Health’s vice president of

operations and the adminis-
trator of St. Joseph’s Hospital
in Brainerd. “We lost a few
days placing beams—when it
was -30 steelworkers couldn’t
work. Understandably so.
Other than that it is going
really, really well.”

The planned timeline is to
get into the building in Sep-
tember and spend October
stocking the interior—starting
to see patients in November.

Hy-Tech Construction of
Brainerd is the general con-
tractor.

They will be recruiting staff
for the new building, she said,
with nationwide searches on-
going for specialists. “Luckily,
people are attracted to the
recreational opportunities of
the Brainerd Lakes Area. It is
just a beautiful place to live.”

“We will have laboratory
and imaging -- diagnostics -- to
support our care,” continued

Zutz-Wiczek . “We will have
the first drive-through pharma-
cy in city of Baxter. That's one
of ourbiggest draws. If you are
sick, or just visited urgent care,
or had a procedure at hospital
or surgery center, and don't
want to get out of the car you
can just drive up. Same thing
if your loved one in the car just
had surgery—you won'’t have
to leave them alone and walk
in. It is also great to use when
the weather is bad.”

They also will have a wide
turning radius for folks with
campers or boats to navigate
the drive-up window.

She said the facility will
have a surgical suite with
pre-and-post operation rooms.
Some procedures can be done
there under local anesthetic.

“It's a clinic,” she explained.
“It's not a surgery center and
it's not a hospital.”

“This clinic allows patients

email: hopper@crosbyironton.net
www.newshopper.net

to come in and get urgent
care at one location. We can
see patients for orthopedic
care but also treat colds, flu,
Urinary Tract Infections, apply
stitches and treat sprains and
strains to ankles, elbows and
shoulders. “

She stressed the conve-
nience for Brainerd Lakes
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Area residents to be able to
get urgent care, pharmacy
and orthopedic exams and
procedures all in one place.
“We are really, really excit-
ed to bring the ortho center
to this community, This really
brings our service level and
our ability to care for this com-
munity to a whole new level.”

Garrison woman dies
in two-vehicle crash

A 50-year-old Garrison
woman was killed Tuesday
morning after her vehicle lost
control on an icy stretch of
Highway 169 in Mille Lacs
County, according to the
Minnesota State Patrol.

The crash was reported at
8:51 a.m. Feb. 24 at the inter-
section of Highway 169 and
460th Street in Kathio Town-
ship, northwest of Garrison.

Authorities said a Kia
Sorento traveling northbound
on Highway 169 and a Sub-
aru Impreza traveling south-
bound collided after the
Subaru went out of control
on the ice-covered roadway.
The Subaru crossed into the
oncoming lane, where it was
struck broadside by the Kia.
Both vehicles came to rest on
the downward slope of the

east ditch.

The driver of the Subaru,
Nicole Elizabeth Freeman,
was pronounced dead at the
scene.

The driver of the Kia, Leslie
James Gahbow, 42, of Isle,
sustained non-life-threaten-
ing injuries and was trans-
ported to Essentia Health-St.
Joseph’s Medical Center in
Brainerd for treatment.

Road conditions were re-
ported to be icy at the time
of the crash, which remains
under investigation.

Assisting at the scene were
the Mille Lacs County Sher-
iff's Office, Mille Lacs Tribal
Police Department, Garrison
Fire Department, Minneso-
ta Department of Natural
Resources and Mille Lacs
Health System.
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Contact us today to request your
FREE no-obligation web design demo!

INTEGR ATIVE MEDICINE ¢ |[n Person or TeleHealth Access (online health consultation) ® Doctor-grade supplements delivered to your door
Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith ¢ 23 West Main Street, Crosby ® www.askdrsmith.com ¢ (218) 851-9626

Functional Medicine ¢ Chiropractic ¢ Acupuncture ® Massage ¢ Guided Weight Loss ¢ Slim Laser ¢ Magnesphere Resonance Therapy ¢ PEMF
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RIGHT HERE AT 371 FURNITURE,

*Up to 15
Minutes
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You walked away fromithe]

Early
Evaluation
Matters!

The symptoms and Iongi-ter ﬂects of
an auto accident can take
years and year to fully appear.

...EVERYONE'S
YELLING
AT THE TV.

7 BRACKETS
ARE BUSTED.

SLEEP SCHEDULES
ARE QUESTIONABLE.

might as, well make
your: bed amazing’

WE'RE BRINGING THE MAYHEM WITH

SLAM-DUNK DEALS ON MATIRESSES,

DINING SETS, SOFAS

AND

RECUINERS.

THE KIND OF COMFORT THAT MAKES YOU FORGET WHO EVEN WON THE LAST GAME.

il

371 FURNITURE
& MATTRESS

Locally Owned and Operated

Buy It Today...
Have It Today!*

*on In Stock Items

16413 Highway 371, Brainerd, MN 56401 - 218-828-3020
2 Miles North of Baxter on 371 - www.371furniture.com

371sales@gmail.com - Hours: Monday - Saturday 9-5 and Sunday 11-4




2 February 28, 2026

anesota DNR adds year-round catch-and-release bass season

Minnesota anglers won't
have to wait for the traditional
May fishing opener to cast for
bass anymore.

The Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources has
announced that beginning
this year, largemouth and
smallmouth bass will be open
to catch-and-release fishing
all year on inland waters. The
change is part of the 2026
fishing regulations and allows
anglers to start targeting bass
as soon as the current harvest
season closes — with no gap
in between.

“We're improving bass
fishing opportunities after

NewsHopper™

hearing strong support from
anglers for earlier bass fish-
ing” said Eric Altena, Little
Falls area fisheries supervi-
sor. “Bass populations are
thriving and have increased
abundance and sizes, and
compared with past decades,
have broader geographic dis-
tribution in our state.”
Under the new rules, bass
harvest season dates remain
the same. However, anglers
can begin catch-and-release
fishing for bass as of Feb. 23.
The regulation was formally
adopted in January. While
most new fishing regulations
typically take effect March T,

the continuous bass season
will begin immediately after
the previous season closes,
alternating between harvest

and catch-and-release peri-

ods without a full closure.
Biologists note that bass

spawning typically peaks in

late May, later than some
other game fish species. Ac-
cording to the DNR, there is
no biological evidence that

www.NewsHopper.net

catch-and-release fishing
before that time poses a con-
servation risk.

Continued on Page 4
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(Published in NewsHopper
Saturday, Feb. 21, 28, &
Mar. 7, 2026)
TOWNSHIP OF LITTLE
PINE NOTICE OF
ANNUAL MEETING

The annual meeting for the
Township of Little Pine will be
held on Tuesday, March 10,
2026 at 7:00 p.m.

In the case of inclement
weather the meeting will in-
stead be held on Tuesday,
March 17, 2026 at 7:00 p.m.

The meeting will be held at

Emily City Hall

39811 State Highway 6,
Emily, MN 56447

The meeting is also acces-
sible via Zoom

Meeting ID: 780 450 6554
Password: 56447

Dated: February 10, 2026
ABRA HAWLEY

Little Pine Township Clerk
3.6

Area Births, Open Houses, Engagements, Weddings &
Community Events are published FREE!
Send your e-mail to hopper@crosbyironton.net

Thursdays 4PM-8PM Sa

All You Can Eat** (Broazstzd Gﬁickm

Your choice of white or dark meat.
Served with mashed potatoes & gravy,
seasonal vegetable,
coleslaw & a dinner roll $19

Fridays 5pM-8PM

All You Can Eat** (TUSP(, C?.;.

Served with coleslaw, french frles,

turdays 4PM-8PM

C’ﬁe{;s Chlwsice
Dinner Special

Sundays 9AM-Noon

seasonal vegetable & a dinner roll $21
(**No to go containers for reorders on AYCE specials**)

Rubys & Bear Pine Bar

QWinter Hours: Thursdays 4-8 p.m.,
Fridays 11 a.m.-8p.m., Saturdays 8 a.m.-8p.m.,
& Sundays 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

l'”" Py d'k’"'

Thursday & Friday 4 p.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday 1 p.m.-4 p.m.
Sunday 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

Crepe Bar

Crepe's filled with your choice o
Peach, Strawberry or
Blueberry compote. $4/each

N,

By

Y, price glasses of wine

$4 draft beer

$4 well drinks
Y, price build your own pizzas
$5 off buckets of broasted chicken
Y, price appetizers

ruttgersretail.com

- The Garage (Winter Howrs
Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

POOL OPEN 3? o/

_Front Desk/ Lobby Shop/ Pool Hours

~ Sunday-Wednesday 7 a.m.- 8 p.m.
. Thursday-Saturday 7 a.m.-10 p.m.

' Call 218-678-2885 to BOOK A FUN POOL PARTY
. foryour kids, frierid,s', or fami&pelgbrafidns

", 21

6"

- i

L

Pool Punch Passes
available for purchase at

j‘ the Front Desk

N

ndoor Pickleball Courts
Sunday-Wednesday 7 a.m.- 8 p.m.

Thursday-Saturday 7 a.m.- 10 p.m.
Call 218-678-2885 to reserve.

(Published in NewsHopper
Saturday, Feb. 28
& Mar. 7, 2026)
WEALTHWOOD
TOWNSHIP CHANGE
OF MEETING NOTICE
Wealthwood Township
Board regular meeting will
be changed to Wednesday,
March 11, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.
due to the Annual Meeting and
Election at 7:00 p.m. on Tues-
day, March 10, 2026.
Dated: February 6, 2026
LINDA WENDLANDT, Clerk
Wealthwood Township
2.4

(Published in NewsHopper
Saturday, Feb. 21 & 28, 2026)
NORDLAND TOWN-
SHIP NOTICE OF
ANNUAL MEETING

Notice The Annual Meet-
ing for Nordland Township will
be held Tuesday, March 10,
2026, at the Bethlehem Lu-
theran Church fellowship hall
at 7:30 p.m. In case of inclem-
ent weather, the meeting will
be postponed until March 17,
2026, at 7:30 p.m. The pur-
pose of this meeting will be
to conduct all necessary town
business as required by law.
Please note that there will be
a discussion of the costs of re-
building the east half of 330th
Place and whether the town-
ship should do so.

Dated: February 11, 2026
MATHEW NIX, Clerk
Nordland Township

3.7

(Published in NewsHopper
Saturday, Feb. 21 & 28, 2026)
KIMBERLY
TOWNSHIP NOTICE
OF ANNUAL MEETING

The meeting will start at
7:00 p.m. on March 10, 2026
to conduct all necessary busi-
ness as prescribed by law
and held at Glen/Kimberly
Town Hall. In case of inclem-
ent weather, the meeting will
be postponed until March 17,
2026.

Please contact the clerk
at 612-619-6742 or kimberly-
clerk0O6@gmail.com for copies
of reports or any questions.

Dated: February 16, 2026
MIA RAPOPORT,
Kimberly Township Clerk
3.00

Spread Your (Message
with an ad in the
NeEwsHOPPER
hopper@crosbyironton.net

(Published in NewsHopper
Saturday, Feb. 28
& Mar. 7, 2026)
WEALTHWOOD
TOWNSHIP NOTICE

OF ELECTION AND

ANNUAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given to
the voters of Wealthwood
Township.

The annual election of
Wealthwood Township will be
held at the Wealthwood Town
Hall on Tuesday, March 10,
2026, to elect one Supervisor
for a three (3) year term, and a
special election for one Super-
visor for a one (1) year term.
The polls will be open from 5
p.m. to 8 p.m.

The annual meeting will
convene at 8:15 p.m. to con-
duct all necessary business as
prescribed by law.

In case of inclement weath-
er, the election and meeting
will be postponed until Tues-
day, March 17, 2026.

Dated: February 6, 2026

LINDA WENDLANDT, Clerk

Wealthwood Township
4.5

(Published in NewsHopper
Sat., Feb. 28 & Mar. 7, 2026)

LIBBY TOWNSHIP

ANNUAL MEETING
Notice is hereby given to
the qualified voters of Libby
Township, County of Aitkin,
State of Minnesota, that the
Annual Town Meeting will be
held on Tuesday, March 10th,
2026 at the Palisade Commu-
nity Center. The Annual Meet-
ing will commence at 1:00
p.m. to conduct all necessary
business prescribed by law.
In case of inclement weath-
er, the meeting may be post-
poned until the third Tuesday

in March.

Dated this 17th day of
February 2026
JANE GRIMSBO JEWETT,
Clerk Libby Township
3.3

(Published in NewsHopper
Sat., Feb. 28 & Mar. 7, 2026)
LIBBY TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF AUDIT
The Libby Township Board
of Audit will be held at the Pal-
isade Community Center on
Tuesday, March 10, 2026 at
2:00 p.m.
Dated this 17th day of
February 2026
JANE GRIMSBO JEWETT,
Clerk Libby Township
2.0

e Traditional, Graveside &
Memorial Funerals
 Cremation Service

* Pre-arrangement Plans

Koop Funeral Home

32 East Main St., P.O. Box 7 * Crosby, MN 56441
Mary & Nick Zillmer, Owners/Directors

Cuyuna Range & Surrounding

¢ Out-of-town Arrangements

Caring Service on the

Areas Since 1913

218-546-5531

(Published in NewsHopper
Sat., Feb. 28 & Mar. 7, 2026)
HAZELTON TOWN-
SHIP NOTICE OF 2026
ANNUAL MEETING
AND ELECTION OF
OFFICERS

Notice is hereby given to
the qualified voters of Ha-
zelton Township, County of
Aitkin, State of Minnesota that
the Hazelton Township Annual
Election of Officers and Annual
Town Meeting will be held on
Tuesday, March 10, 2026, at
the Hazelton Townhall.

The Election Poll hours will
be from 1:00pm to 8:00pm at
which time voters will elect:

1 Supervisor - 3 year term

1 Clerk - 2 year term

Vote on question: Whether
to move the town election to
November?

The Annual Meeting will
commence at approximately
8:15pm, following the close of
polls, to conduct all necessary
business prescribed by law.

In case of inclement weath-
er, the meeting and election
may be postponed until the
third Tuesday in March; March
17, 2026, at the same time and
location.

The Board of Canvass will
meet following the Annual
Meeting to certify the official
election results.

Dated this 16th day of
February 2026

KAY OLSON,

Clerk Hazelton Township
6.2

(Published in NewsHopper
Sat., February 21 & 28, 2026)
MINNESOTA
SECRETARY OF STATE
CERTIFICATE OF
ASSUMED NAME

Pursuant to Chapter 333,
Minnesota Statutes; the un-
dersigned, who is or will be
conducting or transacting a
commercial business in the
State of Minnesota under an
assumed name, hereby certi-
fies:

ASSUMED NAME: River-
side Counseling

PRINCIPAL PLACE OF
BUSINESS: 517 NW 4th St.,
Suite 113B, Brainerd, MN USA

3. The name and street ad-
dress of all persons conduct-
ing business under the above
assumed name:

Anna M Bankey

517 NW 4th St., Suite 113B,
Brainerd, MN 56401 USA

4. | certify that | am autho-
rized to sign this certificate
and | further certify that | un-
derstand that by signing this
certificate, | am subject to
the penalties of perjury as set
forth in section 609.48 as if |
had signed this certificate un-
der oath.

DATE: 02/01/2026

SIGNED BY: Anna Bankey

Bankstera101@gmail.com
Work Item 1625782800026
Original File Number
1625782800026

5.9

Directors:

Sorensen-Root-Thompson

Funeral Home & Cremation Services
Aitkin, MN
218-927-2614

Jason Brezinsky
—1 Jerry Thompson ¢ Tad Brezinsky

McGregor Funeral Home
& Cremation Services

www.srtfunerval.com

McGregor, MN
218-768-3136
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Flammable ¢ Caution « Warning  Danger « Poisonous « Toxic sExplosive e

Never dump household hazardous waste such as pesticides,
fertilizers, paint or solvents down the toilet, down the drain,
into a storm drain, open waterway or ditch.

Beyond posing a threat to our health and environment,
such dumping is illegal.

Crow Wing County

Bay Lake

SALON & SPA
at?WM

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
or by Appointment Call 218-678-4667

ruttgers.com/spa - 17455 Old Hwy. 6, Deerwood

Upcoming Events:
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Weekend March 13-15

Mark Your Calendars for Our Annual Job Fair

March 28 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. in the ballroom.
Easter Weekend April 4-5
Poke the Bear Maple Tap Weekend April 10-12

25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood
218-678-2885 « ruttgers.com

EST. 1898

>
Like s g

Poisonous « Toxic sExplosive ¢ Reactive « Flammable « Caution « Warning

Household Hazardous Waste Facility

OPEN p.m. Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
November Ist to April 30th

Automotive « Paint « Home Improvement « Workshop

* UOEJNR) ¢ J[QRTUIR]  AAIJIRIY

Crafts « Lawn « Garden « Household Cleaners f.
Read the Warning Labels: A product has one or more hazardous properties, if it shows the 2,
single words: Corrosive, Flammable, Caution, Warning, Danger, Poisonous, Toxic, Explosive or q%
Reactive. It does not become any less hazardous when you throw it away. °
Please Note: The Household Hazardous Waste Facility 9?
DOES NOT ACCEPT Florescent Light Bulbs, Business or Farm Hazardous Waste. q%
®©
o o o o -t
The Collection Site is at the Landfill K
Nine Miles Southwest of Crosby 2.
o (=}
on Highway 210 =
For more information call Z
Crow Wing County Land Services at 218-824-1010. &
e

Jague( « gurwIe)| « UOIINE) o JJqRUIIL]] « IAIJILIY ¢ AAISO[XY
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AUTOMOBILES

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast
free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’
programs help veterans find
work or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-
1046. (mcn)

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or
SUV to assist the blind and
visually impaired. Arrange a
swift, nocost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous tax
credit for 2025. Call Heritage
for the Blind Today at 1-855
977-7030 today! (mcn)

A GREAT place to live and work!

Over 50 Years of Values Based Care,
Serving the Aitkin Community:

Live at Aicota:

* Assisted Living
* Respite Care

Work at Aicota:

* Social Wellness
* RN/LPN

AICOTA

HEALTH CARE CENTER

* Short Term Rehab/Recovery
¢ Long Term Living

* Nursing Assistant (free training)

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduction!
Call Veteran Car Donations
at 1-888-429-2331 today!
mcn

HEALTH & MEDICAL

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dentall

insurance -NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with
all the details! 1-855-973-
9175 www.dental50plus.
com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

Aicota Health Care Center & Assisted Living
850 2nd Street NW « Aitkin, MN 56431
218.927.2164 » www.aicota.com

< Customer Service - Anficipating
needs and exceeding expectations

< Atfitude - Having fun and
working hard while giving
100% to our residents

#+ Respect - Supporting and
understanding that we are
all unique and special

# Excellence - Emphasizing quality
and striving to always be better
tomorrow than we are today

< Stewardship - Maximizing
precious resources and ensuring
we use them to their fullest

NewsHopper™

February 28, 2026

N THE CLI-\SSIFIEDS'

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility
with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information

kit! Call 844-716-2411. !mcn)

BOLLER PLUMBING
218-820-7232

WATER & FIRE DAMAGE
RESTORATION. Our trusted
professionals will restore
your home to protect your
family and your home’s
value! Call 24/7: 1-833-879-
1480. Mold Remediation
services are also available

NEED NEW FLOORING?
Call today to schedule a
FREE in-home estimate on
Carpeting & Flooring. Call
Today! 1-833-641-6323.
(mcn)

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?
Don’t Accept the insurance
company’s first offer. Many
injured parties are entitled
to cash settlements in the
$1000’s. Get a free evalua-
tion to see what your case
is really worth. 100% Free
Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-
879-1534. (mcn)

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-877-228-5789
today to schedule a free
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It's a power move. (mcn)

AUTOMOBILES HEALTH & MEDICAL MiscELLANEOUS .
\SCELLANEOUS L
CONT. Conr. CONT. E- 5

THE BATHROOM OF YOUR
DREAMS in as little as 1 day.
Limited Time Offer - $1000
off or No Payments and
No Interest for 18 months
for customers who qualify.
BCI Bath & Shower. Many
options available. Quality
materials & professional
installation. Senior & Military
Discounts Available. Call
Today! 1-833-618-1178.

BUY-
Zoll!

NewsHOPPER
Deadlines are Mondays at Noon

—

NEW AND USED SAFES
FOR SALE -

Safe repair and \
locked safes

opened e Heavy

and light duty @
gun safes and

vault doors on

hand e High

security safes for

gold and silve
320-360-5431

w52 /
GOT JUNK? CALL THE
JUNK REMOVAL EXPERTS
AT 218-833-9664 OR VISIT
US AT elitejunkprosmn.
com FREE ESTIMATES a9

L]

NO MORE CLEANING
OUT GUTTERS. Guaran-
teed! LeafFilter is backed
by a no-clog guarantee and
lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-855-577-
1268 to schedule a FREE
inspection and no obligation
estimate. Plus get 75% off
installation and a bonus
$250 discount! Limited time
only. Restrictions apply, see
representative for warranty
and offer details. (mcn)

To Place An Ad
Call 218-821-1393 or
www.newshopper.net

Wllr Audien Hearing

The World’s First Hearing Aids
With Touchscreen Controls.

Atom X

Call 866-698-3418
to get your 45-day risk free trial.

€Y EarthLink’

Reliable Iﬁternet NOwW! 844'453'6983

Are You Getting
Enough Fiber
in Your Work Day?

Sign up today and
get a $100 gift card!*

*Terms and conditions apply

¢« MCAN

Anyone can say they can fix it,
only we guarantee it...for life!

* Basement Waterproofing
» Foundation Repair

» Crawl Space Repair
ﬁ“ ..«—")

Schedule your free inspection:
(844) 839-1112

* Certain termsand concitions apply. Ask your Foundation Specialstfor details.

STRUCTURE
WARRANTY

ContractorIDBCSOTTT3

ALL MILITARY
*ITEMS WANTEI]*

WWI « WW2 - KOREA « VIETNAM

Medals, knives, guns, helmets, daggers,
uniforms, all items wanted.
ALSO INDIAN ARROWHEADS & ARTIFACTS

Single items or collections. PAYING CASH.

963-981-9968

Hale Mini Hone bells

The once a year citrus sensation!

Call 1-888-270-0163 to order item 2692X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H6YU46

* Only $34.99 (reg. $44:99) plus $7.99 shipping and handling per pack to 48
contiguous states. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 5 boxes per customer.
U46

Bath
Remodel

Jacuzzi |
SPECIAL OFFER
Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.

Stress-Free

Installation.
CALL NOW
1.855.414.0768

Add'l terms apply. Offer subject to change
and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

PIRECTV

Stream DIRECTYV -
no satellite dish
needed.

Service subject to DIRECTV terms a
conditions (see https://www.directv.co
legal/legal-policy-center/). Available only in
the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.L).
Call for details.

IVS Holdings

866.296.1409

Start the new
year clog—free'

Claim by: 02/28/2026

o - O, (o) Get a FREE full gutter inspection
p 15 /o_ OFF + .!igmé? and estimate: 1-855-577-1268
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needed  for  part-time custodial ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES North America’s #1 Walk-In  Tub. Your Bathroom S|
work at rest areas and state parks Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick  Comprehensive lifetime warranty. and Chan ge i ? ! '
in  Minnesota. Apply online at up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before = Top-of-the-line installation and ser- ’ i k

greenviewmn.com or call 651/639-1913

GASTROPARESIS/
STOMACH PARALYSIS
(“FROZEN STOMACH”) or
vision loss after use of weight-
loss GLP-1 drugs, you may
be entitled to compensation.

Contact Charles Johnson 800/535-5727

Statewide
Advertising
ONLY

$279
Call Today!
612/332-8844

prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!
Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time wup to $600
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data
caps, no throttling. Prices starting at
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you
make the switch. Call 844/453-6983

vice. Now featuring our FREE shower

package and $1,600 off for a
limited time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882
GET A BREAK
ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and  visually

impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and secure a generous
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

Your Life. [

' FREE TOILET + $1,500 OFF

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-833-966-3882
7w safestep

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last.
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions
may apply. Offer available in select markets only. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445 13VH11096000
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Man sentenced to 13 years for 2025

Matthew Dean Liimatainen

An Aitkin man will serve
more than 13 years in prison
for the stabbing of a woman
last year in the city of Aitkin.

Matthew Dean Liimatain-
en, 34, was sentenced Dec.
8, 2025, in Aitkin County
District Court to 158 months
in prison after pleading guilty
to one count of felony first-de-
gree assault causing great

NewsHopper™

bodily harm. He also pleaded
guilty to a gross misdemeanor
charge of domestic assault.
Additional charges were dis-
missed as part of a plea agree-
ment entered Sept. 29, 2025.

For the felony assault con-
viction, Liimatainen was
ordered to serve his sentence
atthe Minnesota Correctional
Facility — St. Cloud. He was
also ordered to pay $153,510
in restitution and fines. No
sentence was imposed on the
gross misdemeanor domestic
assault charge because it is a
lesser offense.

Under Minnesota law, an
offender must serve two-
thirds of a prison sentence in
custody, with the remaining
one-third served on super-
vised release. Liimatainen
was credited with 300 days
already served in custody.

Violent attack inside Aitkin
home

According to the criminal
complaint, at 10:56 a.m. Feb.
12, 2025, law enforcement
and emergency medical per-
sonnel were dispatched to
a residence on First Street
Northwest in Aitkin on a
report of a stabbing.

Officers arrived to find a
woman seated in a living
room covered in blood. She
told authorities that Liimatain-
en had stabbed her. Court
documents state she suffered
multiple knife wounds to her
right cheek and rightarm, and
officers observed significant
blood on furniture, flooring
and clothing throughout the
room. The woman was de-
scribed as minimally respon-
sive due to blood loss.

A second woman at the

Year-round catch-and-release hass seasons | Continued from Page 1

Strong angler, Tribal support

The change comes after
years of interest from the fish-
ing community. In 2023, the
DNR surveyed anglers about
extending the bass season. Of
the 3,041 respondents, 91%
said they supported or strong-
ly supported the proposal.

The Leech Lake Band of
Ojibwe and the Mille Lacs
Band of Ojibwe also ex-
pressed support. The Leech
Lake Band indicated its
backing was contingent on
continued monitoring of
bass populations to ensure
the added opportunity does
not negatively impact the
resource.

Separate regulations still
apply to Minnesota’s bor-
der waters, and anglers are
encouraged to review those
rules carefully.

Other changes for 2026

The updated 2026 regu-
lations include several ad-
ditional changes affecting
inland and border waters:

e New or modified regula-
tions for nine lakes and rivers
in Beltrami, Crow Wing, Itas-
ca, Jackson, Martin, Morrison
and Todd counties.

* The stream trout harvest
opener is now the second
Saturday in April each year.

e The previous one-fish
l[imit for Atlantic salmon
on Lake Superior has been
removed; anglers may now
keep five salmon in combi-
nation.

e The season closure for
brook trout and splake on
Lake Superior and its tributar-
ies below posted boundaries
is now Sept. 30.

e A new rule allows up to

three hooks within 18 inches
on a single tackle configu-
ration.

Updated language clarifies
that only one bait is allowed
per line and that stinger hooks
are limited to artificial baits.

* Ice anglers may now use
nonmotorized hook-setting
devices.

e Updated guidance on
harvesting crayfish in infested
waters and labeling traps.

* No closed season for
taking dead freshwater mus-
sel shells.

e Inland portions of Mis-
sissippi River Pool 3 now
align with adjacent Wiscon-
sin-Minnesota border waters
regulations for Pools 3-8,
including Lake Pepin.

The regulations book also
includes fish consumption
guidance from the Minne-

www.NewsHopper.net

stabbing of a woman in Aitkin

residence told officers she
witnessed the attack and
attempted to intervene. She
said she did not initially real-
ize Liimatainen had grabbed
a knife from a nearby shelf
before charging at the seated
woman. At first, she believed
he was punching the victim
until she saw the blood.

The witness told officers
Liimatainen repeatedly
stabbed the woman in the
head area. She was able to
stop the assault, after which
Liimatainen left the resi-
dence.

As the witness attempted to
call 911 outside, she reported
that Liimatainen grabbed her
phone and putitin his pocket,
then ripped her purse from
her shoulder, causing her
to fall. He then got into her
truck. She jumped onto the

sota Department of Health,
offering advice based on
contaminants found in cer-
tain waterbodies.

“Fish are an important
part of a nutritious, well-bal-
anced diet and part of many
traditions and cultures in
Minnesota,” said Angela Pre-
imesberger, who leads the

running boards in an effort
to turn off the vehicle, but he
pushed her into the roadway
before fleeing the scene.
The witness ran to a neigh-
bor’s home for help, and 911
was contacted. She was later
transported to a hospital for
injuries sustained during the
incident.
Statewide search and arrest
The stabbing victim was
initially taken by North Me-
morial Health Ambulance to
Riverwood Healthcare Center
and later airlifted to Hennepin
County Medical Center due
to the severity of her injuries.
Officers from multi-
ple agencies searched for
Liimatainen, and a statewide
alert was issued for the vehi-
cle. The Minnesota Bureau
of Criminal Apprehension
assisted in the investigation.

Fish Consumption Guidance
program at MDH. “Our fish
consumption guidance can
help you decide how much
fish you can eat, depending
on where you caught it, how
old you are, whether you are
or may become pregnant, and
other factors.”

The 2026 Minnesota fish-

Atapproximately 3:27 p.m.
the same day, Liimatainen
was taken into custody in
White Bear Township in Ram-
sey County.

During questioning, he told
officers he felt he should go
to detox and admitted using
methamphetamine and ec-
stasy four to five hours prior
to the assault. Authorities
reported that while officers at-
tempted to collect evidence,
Liimatainen struck them and
had to be restrained before
being transported to the Ait-
kin County Jail. His clothing
was seized as evidence.

Court records show
Liimatainen was previously
convicted in September 2020
in Ramsey County of gross
misdemeanor violation of an
order for protection.

ing regulations are available
now on the DNR website.
Printed copies will be avail-
able by March 1 anywhere
Minnesota fishing licenses
are sold.

For bass anglers eager to
shake off winter early, the
message is clear: the wait just
got shorter.

Explore divided Berlin and its people

History buffs and lifelong
learners will have a chance to
step behind the Iron Curtain
next month — without ever
leaving the Lakes Area.

The Unlimited Learning
program will be held Mon-
day, Mar. 9, at 1:30 p.m.
at Heartwood Senior Living
Community, 500 Heartwood
Drive in Crosby.

Admission is free for Un-

limited Learning members
and $10 for nonmembers.
Unlimited Learning is wel-
coming historian and author
Briana Smith for a deep dive
into the social, cultural and
political landscape of divid-
ed Berlin, with a focus not
just on world leaders and
diplomatic showdowns, but
on the everyday lives of the
people who called the city

home.

For those curious about
how global politics shape
personal lives and how re-
silience flourishes in divided
times, the afternoon offers a
chance to see Berlin’s history
through a more intimate lens.

More information is avail-
able at the organization’s
website, www.lakesareaun-
limitedlearning.org.

MnDOT’s snowplow stars prove Minnesota’s sense of humor is snow joke

Move over, winter blues.
Minnesota drivers will soon
be greeted by a fresh flurry
of funny as eight Minnesota
Department of Transportation
snowplows roll out with
brand-new names — and
plenty of plow-mance.

The winners of the 2026
“Name a Snowplow” contest
have officially been crowned,
following a months-long pro-
cess that drew tens of thou-

sands of creative entries from
pun-loving Minnesotans.

MnDOT invited the pub-
lic to submit name ideas in
December and was promptly
buried — in the best way
— under more than 67,500
submissions. Staff members
narrowed the list to 30 final-
ists, and nearly 19,000 voters
cast ballots in February to de-
termine which names would
make the final cut.

* EXTERIOR

* INTERIOR
* STAINING
°* LOG HOMES

DaLe R. Morris, CPA
214 - 15t Ave. NW o Aitkin, MN
218-927-4270

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 am to 5 pm; or by appointment

Electronic
Tax Filing
Available

Here are the eight snow-
plows that will soon be clear-
ing highways — and cracking
smiles — across the state, list-
ed in order of votes received:

1. “Oh, For Sleet’s Sake” —
District 3 (Central Minnesota)

2. “Flurrious George” —
District 6 (Southeast Min-
nesota)

3. “Sled Zeppelin” — Dis-
trict 2 (Northwest Minnesota)

4. “K Pop Blizzard Hunt-
er” — District 8 (Southwest
Minnesota)

5. “Minne-Snow-ta” —
District 1 (Northeast Min-
nesota)

6. “Every Day I'm Shov-
elin’”” — District 7 (South
Central Minnesota)

7. “O Brother, Where Art
Plow?” — District 4 (West
Central Minnesota)

8.” The Life of a Snowgir
— Metro District (Twin Cities)

While only eight could
take home top honors, the
runners-up proved Minne-
sotans have no shortage of
icy wit. Among the finalists
that just missed the podium
were “Just Scraping By,”
“Say It Ain’t Snow,” “Ka-
Plow!,” “Here We Snow
Again,” “867-530 Brine,” “I
Got Friends In Snow Plac-
es,” “Feelin’ Salty,” “Mis-
sion: Impassable,” “Below
Zero Hero,” “Lake Snowbe-
gone,” “Mr. Plow,” “Walter
Whiteout,” “LL Cool Blade,”

l//

Reasonable ¢ Experienced ¢ Reliable

| Turner X Son |

call for
a FREE
Quote

Full Service Show Removal
Blowing Sidewalks and Drives ¢ Plowing
Snow Blowing * Roof Snow & Ice Removal
Tim Turner 218-866-2349
David Turner 651-242-4796

Serving the Lakes Area

Get on
the list
for Snow
Removal!

“Salt Shaker,” “Plowin’ In
The Wind,” “Bob Chillin’,”
“Six-Sleddin’, Six-Sleddin’,”
“Jon Bon Snowi,” “Whiteout
Warrior,” ‘The North Plow,”
and “Al: Arctic Intelligence.”
The contest has become an
annual reminder that even
in subzero temperatures,
Minnesota’s sense of humor
remains well above freezing.
With the new additions,
MnDOT now boasts 52
named snowplows statewide.
That fleet includes fan favor-
ites such as “Plowy McPlow-
Face,” “Betty Whiteout” and
“Taylor Drift,” each of which
has developed something of
a cult following among win-
ter-weary commuters.

In addition to the 48 plows
named through the public
contest over the years, Mn-
DOT staff have also named
four additional snowplows
in recognition of highways
the state maintains adjacent
to tribal lands.

The agency’s lighthearted
tradition serves a serious
purpose: highlighting the
work of snowplow operators
who log long hours keeping
Minnesota’s roads safe during
the state’s famously fierce
winters.

Because in Minnesota,
when the snow flies, the
plows and the puns aren’t
far behind.

.@ A-Z Precision Panting

Anthony Zontelli

Owner/Operator

218-513-6787
zontelli3201@gmail.com
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