San Jose Youth Symphony
Spring Concert featuring
Young Artist Competition
Winners perform March 28
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misled regarding Santa
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A sales tax hike?
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Despite the rain and cold, San Jose
Unified School District parents, stu-
dents and community members
showed up to a public meeting to advo-
cate against school closures on Feb.
10, 2026. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.

San Jose's largest
school district
looks to lose schools

By Lorraine Gabbert
San José Spotlight

anta Clara County’s largest
Sschool district could close

as many as nine elementary
schools due to declining enroll-
ment — a game changer for the
district as it redefines its future.

The San Jose Teachers Associa-
tion is urging San Jose Unified
School District to consider
restructuring the system due to
enrollment and equity issues.
There are 41 schools in the dis-
trict, of which 26 are elementary
schools. The district formed a
Schools of Tomorrow advisory
committee, which completed its
work last semester. A separate
implementation committee will
make its recommendation on
closures by March 5, and the
school board will make the final
decision March 12.

The implementation committee
— comprised of districtand union
representatives, teachers and
parents — is tasked with choos-
ing which schools to consolidate
and where to redraw attendance
boundaries and relocate special

See CLOSURES, page 8

High School junior
creates a Mental
Health Toolkit designed
to help Bay Area high

school teens

‘The Bloom Box’ helps students
manage stress, build self-confidence,
and support their mental well-being

By William Bellou
Publisher
he youth led mental health non-profit
TBuy Yourself Flowers project (BYF)
recently launched the BYF Mental
Health Toolkit designed to help Bay Area high
school teens.

Willow Glen resident and Pinewood High
School junior Aanya Mukherjee founded BYF
after she experienced severe bullying in high
school and came to the realization that often
teens are excluded from conversations about
their own mental health.

“After the bullying subsided, I began work-
ing with educators, parents, and community

Willow Glen resident Aanya Mukherjee, Founder
of the Buy Yourself Flowers Project, speaks to a
social emotional learning assembly she hosted for
her grade on time management.

leaders and saw a clear need for resources
created by teens, for teens,” explained
Mukherjee. “As a junior, I loved the opportu-
nity to connect and grow with my peers over
a topic that’s often overlooked, and to create
a space where students could walk away with
practical tools they could immediately
apply.”

Mukerjee’s efforts were not unnoticed; she
was awarded the Pinewood Pathways Grant.

Known as “The Bloom Box,” the BYF toolkit
contains self-care items to help students
manage stress, build confidence, and support
their mental well-being. The toolkit is packed
with journaling tools, affirmation cards, plan-
ning sheets, breathing exercises, and calming
aromatherapy. The toolkit gives teens easy,
practical ways to cope with anxiety, digital
bullying, and everyday overwhelm.

Mukherjee uses her creative tenacity to
work on creating a weekly blog on her web-
site to discuss teen mental health issues and
to promote “The Bloom Box.”

Mukherjee has recruited nearly 125 high
school members to join her non-profit team.
Our recruiting helps us partner with many
local schools to provide youth-driven mental
health resources in San Jose, Campbell, and
other Bay Area high schools in the past, with

See TOOLKIT, page 8

Billionaire techies
back Matt Mahan's
run for CA governor

By Brandon Pho
San José Spotlight
illionaires and tech moguls are spending
B mountains of cash to catapult San Jose
Mayor Matt Mahan to the front of the
race for California governor.

Recent campaign finance reports show
Mahan has raised more than $2 million,
though he has touted raising a total of $7 mil-
lion so far on social media. Google co-founder
Sergey Brin, Palantir co-founder Joe Lonsdale
and YCombinator CEO Garry Tan are among
the Silicon Valley elite who maxed out their
legally-allowed contributions — $78,400 each
— into Mahan’s governor campaign in January.

David Baszucki, the billionaire CEO of the
gaming platform Roblox, and his wife Jan gave
a combined $156,800 to Mahan’s campaign,
records show. The support for a moderate, bil-
lionaire-friendly governor extends to South-

ern California, where businessman and former
Los Angeles mayoral candidate Rick Caruso
contributed $78,400 to Mahan's campaign.

The financial support comes as Mahan has
voiced opposition to a proposed billionaire tax in
California over the early days of his statewide bid
— and billionaires are responding.

Adrian Rafizadeh, Mahan’s campaign man-

San Jose Mayor Matt Mahan has raised millions of dollars in the early days of his campaign for Califor-
nia governor. File photo.

ager, said the mayor has united Californians
against special interests.

“Californians want hope that the problems
that have been seen as intractable are solvable,”
Rafizadeh told San José Spotlight. “Trust in city
government has increased by nearly 40% since
(Mahan) took office because he delivered, and

See BILLIONAIRES, page 9
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AUDITIONS

SAN JOSE YOUTH
SYMPHONY

2026-2027

Be part of something great!

CALLING ALL MUSICIANS

General Auditions for admittance to all levels of SJYS
All levels of student musicians, grade 3 and up welcome!

WE OFFER

Camps | Concerts | Masterclasses | International Tour

STEPS TO APPLY - BEGINNING January, 2026

Fill out an online application:
WWW.sjys.org/musicians/auditions

Audition dates:
Thursdays, April 2 & April 9, 2026 (4-9 pm)
Fridays, April 3 & April 10, 2026 (4-9 pm)
Saturdays, April 4, 2026 (2-7 pm)

April 11, 2026 (all day)

The deadline for submitting audition applications is:
Sunday, March 31, 2026

QUESTIONS? Reach out to sjys@sjys.org.

SJYSis a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization (EIN 91-2166427) that has scholar-
ships and financial aid offerings available based on a showing of need.
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SAN JOSE YOUTH
SYMPHONY

2025 - 2026 SEASON

PHILHARMONIC
ORCHEST

Yair Samet, Music Director and Conductor

Spring Concert

Featuring . @

Aden Liu, violin
Leo Liu, flute
Winners of the 2025 Young Artist Competition* N

SATURDAY

Glazunov - Haymonda Ballet

Conus - Violin Concerto
Doppler - Hungarian Pastoral Fantasy for Flute
and Orchestra
Liszt - Les Préludes Symphonic Poem
2026

California Theatre, 345 S. 1st Street, San Jose
Tickets available now at sjys.org @ 2:00 PM
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Times Feature

San Jose Youth Symphony Spring Concert featuring
Young Artist Competition Winners perform March 28

The Philharmonic Orchestra
to perform Glazunov, Conus,
Doppler and Liszt

monic Orchestra, under the artistic

leadership of Music Director and Con-
ductor Yair Samet, presents its 2025-26
Spring Concert, featuring 2025 Young Artist
Competition Winners to be held on Saturday,
March 28, 2026, 2 pm, at the California The-
atre, 345 S. 15t Street in San Jose.

The orchestra will open with selections
from Glazunov’s music for the grand
ballet, Raymonda, and will close the concert
with Liszt's symphonic Les Préludes.

This concert will also feature two winners
from last season’s 2025 Young Artists’ Com-
petition, proudly sponsored by the San Jose
Symphony Foundation.

Outstanding young soloists, Aden Liu, will
perform Conus’s spectacular Violin Concerto
in E minor, and Leo Liu, will perform
Doppler’s Hungarian Pastoral Fantasy for
Flute and Orchestra.

The San Jose Youth Symphony (SJYS) is one
of the oldest and finest youth orchestras on
the West Coast of the U.S. Founded over seven
decades ago as part of the former San Jose
Symphony, SJYS has a rich tradition of musi-

The San Jose Youth Symphony’s Philhar-

cal performance and education.

The musicians of SJYS, all school-age youth,
are chosen from more than 650 applicants
through our annual auditions. The SJYS com-
prises 12 distinct performing ensembles: two
full orchestras, a chamber orchestra, two
flute choirs, two string ensembles, as well as
winds, brass, saxophone, percussion, and jazz
ensembles.

Ticket purchases now available online:
https://sjys.org/product-category/tickets

San Jose Symphony” is a registered trade-
mark of the San Jose Symphony Foundation,
and its use in all its variations is by license.

At right: Aden Liu. Far right: Leo Liu

2026

STATE OF
THE COUNTY

Bai Phat Biéu Cia Quén Hat | BRI & 3 | El Estado del Condado

Friday, March 13

Board Chambers |
(70 W. Hedding, San Jose)

Otto Lee, District 3

5:45 PM

{Doors open at 5:30 PM)

Presented by:
Board President
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I IRE EX‘PLORE (..HALLE:

AN AWARD-WINNING
LEARNING CENTER IN SAN JOSE

BEST OF
THE BEST\ BAY AREA TB.EELSSFT o Academic Courses!
L 2023 BOSS
Grades K - 12

I PARENT

L 2025
...... 20 24
PA'REM c

e Reading Comprehension *Online & In-Pe.rson
e Writing & Grammar Now Enrolhng!
e Public Speaking & Debate 2026 Winter Classes
* Mathematics 2026 Summer Camps

e Logic & Critical Thinking

e Competitive Debate
HSPT, PSAT & SAT Test Prep (408)839-5905

e Study Skills for Academic Success
e Test-Taking Strategies

Visit: SCAASanJose.com
for the complete schedule
of camps & classes!

BEST OF
THE BEST

HALL OF FAME

Silver Creek Academy
5619 Silver Creek Valley Road
San Jose, CA 95138
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Almaden Jenior cAssociation

ST. Patricks “Day Party
Saturday, March 14, 2026

2pm to 4pm
On the menu will be corned beef, cabbage,

potatoes, vegetables and rolls
Catered by Country Inn Restaurant
Dessert and Coffee

Entertainment by Greene Academy
of Irish Dance

Price $30.00 cash or check

Tickets sales will begin Monday, February 23d
In the ACC lobby from
8am—10am every

M/W/F until sold out

For more information call
Jeanne at 408 425-5723

Meals on Wheels

Nutritious Meals for Homebound Older Adults

Are you 60 years or older?
Do you worry about shopping for food?
Do you struggle preparing meals on a regular basis?

To learn more about Meals on Wheels,
please call (408) 350-3237 or
email community@mysourcewise.com

Were officials,
voters misled
regarding Santa
Clara County’s
Measure A sales
tax hike?

By William Bellou
Publisher
anta Clara County’s Measure A sales
Stax hike gained critical support from
law enforcement and political lead-
ers after revised ballot language suggest-
ed funds would aid public safety.

The measure passed with 57 percent
approval, but officials now admit the
money is not required to be spent on pub-
lic safety, and plans are underway to allo-
cate all new funds to health care, prompt-
ing proposed cuts to prosecution services.

Despite campaign promises and
endorsements secured through assur-
ances about raises and filling positions,
many backers feel misled.

The situation underscores problems
with ambiguous ballot wording and calls
for greater accountability and election
reform.

“I feel double-crossed,” said San Jose

District Attorney Jeff Rosen (pictured
above). “I don’t understand it given that I
worked very hard to get this measure
passed. It's a funny way to say, ‘thank

m

you.

Lincoln Law School of
San Jose appoints
Mary Fuller as Dean

By William Bellou
Publisher
incoln Law School of San Jose, San Jose’s
LLaw School™, announced the appoint-
ment of Mary Fuller as its new Dean.
Fuller brings decades of leadership experi-
ence spanning law, engineering, education,
and public service. Most recently, she served
as Director of the Western Regional Office of
the United States Patent and Trademark
Office, based in Silicon Valley, where she led
regional initiatives focused on intellectual
property education, innovation, and stake-
holder engagement across the western Unit-
ed States.

HAVE SOME NEWS
TO SHARE?

CONTACT US AT
times@timesmediainc.com

In her role at the USPTO, Fuller worked
closely with entrepreneurs, educators,
inventors, startups, and established compa-
nies, helping communities better under-
stand and leverage intellectual property as a
practical business
asset.

“Mary brings a
rare combination
of legal, technical,
and public-service
leadership experi-
ence,” said Bill
Long, Chair of the
Board of Trustees.
“Her commitment
to education, col-
laboration, and
thoughtful leader-
ship aligns well
with Lincoln Law School’s mission, and we
are pleased to welcome her as Dean.”

As Dean of Lincoln Law School, Fuller will
focus on academic excellence, student suc-
cess, and collaborative leadership. She will
work in close partnership with faculty, stu-
dents, alumni, and the Board of Trustees to
build on Lincoln’s strengths and support
the school’s continued role in expanding
access to legal education for working pro-
fessionals.

“Lincoln Law School has along history of
serving students who are deeply commit-
ted to the practice of law and public serv-
ice,” Fuller said. “I am honored to join the
school and look forward to working with
the Lincoln community to support stu-
dents and advance the institution’s mis-
sion.”
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IN MEMORY

Douglas Jackson

81 years
Resident of Willow Glen

ouglas Jackson, passed away peace-
D fully surrounded by his family. Born

and raised in San Jose, he attended
Sacred Heart grammar school, Willow Glen
high school and San Jose State University.

He was an active and committed member
of St. Anthony Catholic Church, volunteering
his time and talents in innumerable ways. He
was always willing to help and set a great
example in dedicating himself to others.

Doug was a much-beloved husband,
father, brother, grandfather and friend.

He was a captain with Delta Airlines and
Northwest Airlines for his entire career. He
learned to fly in the Navy and loved his cho-
sen profession. With it he traveled the
world, loving adventure.

An avid skier and golfer, he was still ski-
ing black diamond runs at age 80. Doug had
a loving and calm demeanor and truly
enjoyed the funnier side of life. We will
remember his smile.

Doug’s funeral was held on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 28 at 10:30am at St. Anthony McKean
Church. Reception followed at Cinnabar
Hills Golf Club. Donations in his name can
be made to St. Anthony Church in Almaden.

IN MEMORY
Elsie Elizabeth Lobach

Feb. 12,1931 - January 12, 2026

Resident of Willow Glen

Isie Elizabeth Lobach, also known lov-
E ingly as “Sister”, was born February

12th, 1931, in Gilroy, CA to Frank and
Elizabeth Peters. Elsie passed suddenly on
January 12th, 2026, at her home in Willow
Glen. She was 94 years old -just 30 days shy
of her 95th birthday.

Elsie was married to John Lobach for 30
years, he preceded her along with her two
brothers, Frank, (Nola, deceased) and
Richard, leaving behind (Vivian) Peters.

Elsie leaves behind two sons Robert (Tam)
and Ted (Shirley) and a daughter Peggy Ann
(Fil); eight grandchildren: Kevin (Marisol)
Lori, Megan (Jacob), Amy, (Cole) Elyssa,
Bryan, Tony, Tina, and six great-grandchil-
dren: Matias, Tobias, Ahlias and Azalia, Noah,
Nayel; and numerous nieces and nephews.

Elsie worked at Hewlett Packard for 20
years and was an avid gardener - she loved

her garden and pets (Mia & Bootsy).

Elsie will be remembered for her endear-
ing spirit; Her love of slot machines, deep
family ties and the love she shared with
those around her.

Elsie requested no funeral or service, but
a celebration of life is being planned.

KUDOS
Melina Maldonado of Willow
Glen named to Ohio University's

Maldonado of Willow Glen has been
named to Ohio University's Fall 2025
President's List.

At the end of each semester, Ohio Uni-
versity's undergraduate students are
evaluated based on their semester GPA
and hours to determine placement on the
President's List.

The President's List distinction is pre-
sented to undergraduate students who
exhibit an exceptional commitment to
academic excellence each semester.

Criteria for the President's List include
a 4.0 GPA for the given semester with a

Fall 2025 President's List - .
minimum of 12 credit hours attempted

Ohio University College of Health Sci- | (1 jetter grades that are used to calculate
ences and Professions student Melina | ;pa.

Play golf on a Spectacular Championship 18 hole golf cour:
for ONLY. ... $34.00

The Villages Golf & Country Club
Homes ranging from $500,000 to $1.7 million
Enjoy Country Club Living in this 55+ Gated Community

. Other Amenities:
Tennis - Pickle Ball - Bocce - Pools - Hiking - Billiards
Fine & Casual Dining in our Clubhouse & Bistro

Come for a Tour ~ Stay for a Lifeti

kWSILICON Lick 0068345 RE
VALLEY T

KELLERWILLIAMS.
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Closures

Continued from page 1

programs. It strives to provide additional
resources for students, as well as balanced
school sizes districtwide.

Hundreds of people, including young
children, braved the cold and rain to
protest their school being on the chopping
block at the school district office before
Tuesday’s committee meeting.

The main meeting room and overflow
spaces were at capacity, with many people
holding signs saying “Williams: Stop the
Whale Hunt,” “Simonds IS the School of
Tomorrow!” and “Lowell is Where I Learn,
Play and Dream.”

“We recognize that many of you are here
tonight because you care deeply about
your school communities,” Committee
Chair Patrick Bernhardt said at the meet-
ing. “This process is difficult.”

The committee discarded one option
during the meeting, and added new ones
that included not separating students in
special education classes from their
schools.

The first option would close nine elemen-
tary schools — Almaden, Anne Darling,
Canoas, Gardner, Lowel, Rachel Carson,
Selma Olinder, Simonds and Walter L.
Bachrodt — with Hammer Montessori
located at Galarza relocating to the Rachel
Carson facility.

The second option would close Empire
Gardens, Gardner, Lowell, Rachel Carson,
Reed, Selma Olinder, Terrell, Walter L.
Bachrodt and Williams.

At a virtual town hall the night before,
Trustee Nicole Gribstad said school clo-
sures should be the last resort.

“I don’t think two months’ time is enough
time to fully look at the picture and allow
for stakeholders to come and have their
say,” she said. “We want to have trans-
parency. We want to have accountability.”

According to San Jose Unified School Dis-
trict, enrollment has declined by more than
6,000 students since the 2017-18 school
year, with 12 elementary schools having
fewer than 350 students and the largest
more than 800. The district has

ley School District closed three elementary
schools in 2025. In 2024 Berryessa Union
School District closed three schools and
Alum Rock Union School District closed six
schools.

Renata Sanchez, president of the San Jose
Teachers Association, said the committee is
being thoughtful in its deliberations.

“This work is challenging and emotional,
and we all want what is best for our stu-
dents,” she told San José Spotlight. “It was
also beautiful to see so many communities

come out and express the love they
have for their school. Each of the

25,000 students, from transi- Declining speakers brought up good
tional kindergarten through . points for the committee to
grade 12. enrollmentis a consider.”

“The number of students statewide issue. Sanchez said the unions
ata school directly impacts . . . . have negotiated with the
how many teachers and Various districts in school gistrict to ensure
support staff — coun- San Jose have no teachers or staff will
selors, nurses, campus lose their jobs due to con-
supervisors, etc. — can be already CIOSGd solidations. She sees this as
assigned there,” the district a dozen an opportunity to address
said on its website. “The num- racism and disparities.
ber of staff, in turn, affects campuses. “It was important to the com-

which programs schools can offer,
such as science, arts, and music. Staffing
numbers also affect whether we need to
create ‘combo classes’ in which two grade
levels are taught by one teacher in the
same classroom. The Schools of Tomorrow
. will enable us to address declining
enrollment in a positive, student-centered
way.”
Declining enrollment is a statewide issue.
Various districts in San Jose have already
closed a dozen campuses. Franklin-McKin-

mittee that we're making the deci-
sions not based on academic achieve-
ment, because academic achievement is an
imperfect measure of the effectiveness of a
school and the effectiveness of teaching
staff,” she said. “What is different are the
circumstances that our students are living
in and the experiences that they’re bring-
ing with them to the schools.”
Lizeth Hernandez, a Lowell Elementary
parent, is concerned closing schools will
negatively affect struggling communities.

“These shifts often create big challenges
for families who already have the least flex-
ibility,” she said at the meeting. “New
school models can mean longer commutes,
transportation issues, childcare gaps and
parents having to rearrange work sched-
ules ... when you are already juggling mul-
tiple jobs. “Parent Travis Curran said a ben-
efit of walkable neighborhood schools is
the opportunity to converse with his chil-
dren.

“You're not making eye contact and
you’re in motion and you're just kind of
walking side by side. It makes my kids
speak up a whole lot more and share with
me about how their day was,” he told San
José Spotlight. “You lose things like that if
you look at shutting down a community
school.”

Toolkit

Continued from page 1
more partnerships to be announced.”

“I recently lead a Social Emotional
Learning Workshop for the Pinewood
School’s Class of '27. I designed a time-
management assembly encouraging stu-
dents to break down their busy junior-
year schedules while finding balance and
without compromising sleep or effort
toward each commitment,” Aanya Muk-
herjee said.

Aanya Mukherjee will be hosting an
assembly at Alta Vista High School in
March in which she will deliver a fifteen-
minute mental health talk to the school
and deliver fifty Bloom Boxes.

y

Camera Archive & Mapping ;

Helpful Tips:

« Know how to download your camera
footage

« When mounting cameras, please be
aware of places where people may have
a reasonable expectation of privacy
(examples: their backyard or interior of
their home)

« Focus and mount your video on key

points of entry or concern

Exterior Mounting Location Options:

Front door, rear door, side gate,

driveway/front parking lot, second floor

wide view and street view.

« Keep batteries charged in your cameras.

Consider lighting around your cameras.

For assistance call the
Crime Prevention Unit (408) 277-4133.

SAN JOSE POLICE DEPARTMENT
201 W. Mission St.
San Jose, CA95110

Partner with the
San Jose Police Department
in fighting crime by registering
your camera today.

HOW TO REGISTER

« Complete the registration form
through sjpd.org or scan the
QR code below.

If a crime occurs in your
community or place of
business, SJPD will contact
you for video footage.

All information is confidential.
Registration is voluntary and
there is no cost associated
with registration.

https://www.sjpd.org/community/crime-
prevention/security-camera-registration

108-289-944

Total RV Repair Service
Complete Parts Service & Repair

SAN JOSE, CA
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Billionaires

Continued from page 1

because he was willing to stand up to special
interests to get things done.”

Mindy Romero, a political sociologist and
founder of the Center for Inclusive Democracy,
said the fundraising is substantial for a late-
entry gubernatorial candidate — and a sign
he’s a candidate that can no longer be ignored.

“If he keeps this pace up, then he could
potentially surpass — if he hasn’t already —
other candidates in a very short amount of
time,” Romero told San José Spotlight. “Does
that make him frontrunner? We’d have to see
what the polls say. He does have a ways to go in
terms of all Californians knowing who he is and
his name. But having the funding he’s already
gotten is a really strong sign he’s going to have
aviable and very competitive candidacy.”

Mahan'’s campaign filings also weave a tan-
gled web of tech mogul support linked to Peter
Thiel, the billionaire conservative benefactor
and co-founder of data analytics software com-
pany Palantir. Thiel-linked donors include
Lonsdale, who later launched the Cicero Insti-
tute, a conservative policy think tank.

Another donor linked to Thiel is Matthew
Grimm, who with his wife Kimberly gave a
combined $20,000 to Mahan’s campaign,
records show. Grimm was an early Palantir
hire and a principal at Mithril Capital, Thiel’s
growth fund. Grimm then co-founded
Anduril Industries, a defense tech company
that saw major backing from Thiel’s
Founders Fund. Grimm’s Anduril co-founder

XYZ Venture Capital founder Ross Fubini —
who donated $10,000 to Mahan’s campaign —
was also an early investor in Anduril and more
than 20 startups by Palantir employees.

A handful of other wealthy Californians —
some with ties to Thiel — came together to
secure Mahan a Super Bowl advertisement
highlighting his run for governor.

Romero said that big names in Mahan'’s fil-
ings — and the amount he’s pulled together so
far — could bring him the attention he would-
n’t normally have had.

“That in and of itself makes the media take a
candidate more seriously. That's when you
hear questions such as, ‘Are they the new fron-
trunner?”” Romero said. “There’s a lot of posi-
tive press and attention and credibility a candi-
date gets from raising a lot of money quickly,
especially for a late entry. But it also can mean
there’s a lot of pressure to perform, and you've
got a smaller runway to perform.”

American billionaire Tom Steyer — who has
touted a progressive affordability platform —
is still leading the pack with $38 million in
fundraising as of Feb. 3. He’s followed by con-
servative pundit Steve Hilton and former Dem-
ocratic congresswoman Katie Porter, with
both just under $6 million in fundraising.

Other candidates in the governor’s race
include Riverside County Sheriff Chad Bianco,
who has raised $3.8 million. Former Los Ange-
les Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa has raised $3.1
million. Former U.S. Secretary of Health and
Human Services Xavier Becerra has raised $2.9
million. Former State Controller Betty Yee has
raised $587,000 and California Superinten-

SYMPHONY
SAN JOSE

PRESENTS
The Enigmatic Voice

March 7 & 8, 2026

at the California Theatre

Originally =~ commissioned for  the
coronation of King George |lI, Handel's
Zadok the Priest is anthem is a timeless
masterpiece exuding majesty, triumph,
and divine grandeur—a celebration of
power, tradition, and unshakable glory!

Dona Nobis Pacem, Ralph Vaughan
Williams's  stirring plea for peace,
blending the timeless words of the Latin
Mass with the haunting poetry of Walt
Whitman. Written in 1936 as the world
teetered on the brink of war, this
dramatic and deeply moving cantata
resonates as powerfully today as it did
then.

Filled with mystery, emotion, and
brilliance, Enigma Variations is a
masterpiece in orchestral story telling.
Each variation is a musical portrait of
Edward Elgar's closest friends, woven
together with an elusive hidden theme—
an enigma that has intrigued audiences

SUBSCRIBE

for more than a century. Choose three or more concerts and

Trae Stephens and his wife, who haven’t
donated to Mahan’s campaign, founded
ACTS 17, a Christian nonprofit that ministers
to elites and funded Thiel’s 2025 lectures on
the antichrist.

dent of Public Instruction Tony Thurmond
has raised $256,000.

Whichever two candidates get the most
votes in the June 2 primary will advance to
the Nov. 3 election.

subscribe to enjoy waived handling
fees. Call us today to know more

www.symphonysanhjose.org 408.286.2600

Bring your yard to life!

Our rebates of up to $3,000

help make the change!
WaterSavings.org

/‘é_/ Valley Water

Wﬂlo}zyﬁlenTtmég

THANK
YOU

for being a longtime
reader of this paper

We appreciate your continued
support of our local journalism.

willowGlen [ 311Mes

< ACTIVE ADULTS 50+ Z

The Almaden Senior Association is a diverse group of enthusiastic
active adulls 50+ who enjoy new learning opportunities, new
expeniences, and new adventures. Join us today. Meet new people
and get involved with classes and programs that will enhance your
life and open new doors.

St. Patrick’s Day Party
Come celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with us on Saturday, March 14th from 2pm
to 4pm at the Almaden Community Center. We will serve a traditional Irish
meal of corned beef, cabbage, potatoes, vegetables, rolls and will include
coffee and dessert. Irish dancers will provide entertainment for you. Tickets
are on sale now in the Almaden Community Center lobby from 8am-10am and
every M/W/F until sold out. Price $30 cash or check.
For more info call Jeanne @ 408-425-5723 or Facebook or ASA Website.

Trip to Alcatraz Island
Alcatraz, also known as The Rock, was a maximum-security federal prison
from 1934 to 1963. It was a cold foreboding place as a prison. Now it's a
national park that you can visit and learn the history of being a prisoner there.
On Tuesday, April 21, we will take you by bus to Pier 33 to take the ferry over
to Alcatraz Island. There you will climb to the cellblock to get an audio device
with headphones and begin your tour. The tour will take about 60 minutes.
Upon returning to the city we will travel to Pier 39 for lunch and shopping.
Afterward, we will reboard the bus in front of Pier 39 for the ride home.
Price $90, Cash or Check. Tickets are on sale now in the Almaden
Community Center lobby M/W/F from 8am-10am.
For more information call Rich @ 408-219-8641 or Facebook or ASA Website.

All events and trips are for those 50 years and over.
Payments are cash or check only (sorry no refunds).

Almaden Senior Association
at the AlImaden Community Center
6445 Camden Avenue, San Jose, CA 95120
https://almadenseniors.org
https://www.facebook.com/almadenseniors
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It's easy & FR

to get rid of your junk

e &
SAN JOSE

CAPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY

Environmental Services

5Jenvironment.org/junkpickup

Help keep our neighborhood clean!

Report illegal dumping: 408-535-3500

B ONLINE: WILLOWGLENTIMES.COM

San Jose Youth
Symphony to hold
auditions for the
2026-27 Season

The San Jose Youth Symphony (S]YS)

will be holding its annual general

auditions for the 2026-2027 Season.
The auditions will be held on Thursday
afternoons (April 2nd & April 9th) and Fri-
day afternoons (April 3rd & April 10th)
between the hours of 4-9 p.m. Saturday
auditions will be held from 2 pm - 7 pm on
April 4th and all day on April 11th.

All student musicians are welcome, ages
8 and up, who play orchestral instruments
(woodwinds, brass, percussion & strings)
or who are interested in performing jazz.

Marching Band musicians are welcome to
apply for an audition now, and then join
after marching band season ends.

To submit an audition application, visit:
www.sjys.org to join one of SJYS’s 12
orchestras and instrumental ensembles.
The symphony will do its best to accommo-
date your date preferences you list in the
application.

The deadline for submitting applications
is March 31, 2026. If you have questions,
send an email to sjys@sjys.org

About the San Jose Youth Symphony

The San Jose Youth Symphony is one of

the oldest and finest youth orchestras on
the West Coast of the US. Founded over 70
years ago as part of the former San Jose
Symphony*, S]JYS has a rich tradition of
musical performance and education.

SJYS member musicians, of ages 8 to 20,
are selected from more than 650 applicants
through our annual spring General Audi-
tions. SJYS comprises 12 distinct perform-
ing ensembles: two full orchestras; a cham-
ber orchestra; two flute choirs; concert
winds, brass, saxophone, percussion, jazz
and two string ensembles. Each group
rehearses weekly from September to May
or early June and performs a scheduled
series of concerts each season. In addition,
member musicians participate in a week-
long summer camp and receive special
coaching and participate in masterclasses
from professional and renowned musicians
in the Bay Area.

The premier group of SJYS is its Philhar-
monic Orchestra, led by SJYS Music Direc-
tor and Conductor, Yair Samet. The orches-
tra performs its season subscription con-
certs at the historic and beautiful, California
Theatre, in downtown San Jose. The orches-
tra also travels biannually on its Interna-
tional Concert Tours, and have performed
in renowned concert halls in Japan, Italy,
Austria, Germany, Spain, Hungary, Croatia,
Czech Republic, Ireland, Argentina and
Uruguay. In 2022, the orchestra traveled to
the Baltics: Vilnius, Lithuania; Riga, Latvia;
Parnu & Tallinn, Estonia; and Helsinki, Fin-
land. The orchestra toured again most
recently during the summer of 2025 to
Poland and Czechia!

HAPPY *
HOLLOW

FOUNDATION

PRESENTED BY

Dan Caputo Company

ACTIVITY SPONSORS

California Water Service, Judy & Bernie Blegen, DGDG
Does Good, The Barbara & Paul Gentzkow Family,
The Klobnock Family, KPMG, Lathrop GPM,
Lexus Stevens Creek, Melody Walsh

Dr. Sonia Avilucea, California Bank of Commerce,
The Demkowski Family, Heritage Bank of Commerce,
Lissa Kreisler, Valley Water, Kirk Walukiewicz

Geronimo Desumala & Neal Gutierrez, jon Honore,
Tracy & Daryl Nees, Vince Sunzeri and Corrine Fabie,
The Turner Soule Family, Camie & Tres VanKeuren,
Sutter Health Gould Medical Group - Arlaine
Barcelona Gutierrez, MD

HAPPY HOUR SPONSORS

Dr. Rouviere & Ben de Waal, Justin Fairchild, Kim & Brad
Guzules, The Pied Piper Exterminators, Tucker Construction

T s T S

THANK YOU FROM HAPPY HOLLOW FOUNDATION

In appreciation of the generosity of sponsors, donors and friends who supported
the 2025 Hooray for Happy Hollow event benefiting Happy Hollow Park & Zoo.

UNDERWRITERS & IN KIND DONORS

Breathe Together Yoga, Byington Vineyard, C'est Si Bon,
Campisi & Company, Dinsmore Landscaping, Dorothy
Scarpace, Dry Creek Grill, Fortino Winery, Giorgio's Italian,
Gunther's Restaurant & Catering, Happy Hollow
Foundation, Happy Hollow Park & Zoo, Higher Fire
Clayspace & Gallery, History San José, Icing on the Cake,
). Lohr, Joe Escobar, Julie & Chris Henriques, Kendra Scott,
Kim & Bart Vostermans, Marilyn Payne, Palermo Italian
Restaurant, Paris Avenue, Picchetti Winery, Rancho del
Pueblo Golf Club, Rhonda Nourse & Patrick Crema, Richard
Nichols, Dr. Rouviere & Ben de Waal, Royal Wine & Spirits,
Safari West, San Francisco Pediatric Laser Acupuncture,
San Jose Barracuda, San Jose Giants, San José State
University Athletics, SJSU Spartan Golf Complex, Sharks Ice,
Silver Creek Golf Club, Soquel Vineyards, TheatreWorks
Silicon Valley, Total Wine, Tracy & Daryl Nees, Tutu School
Willow Glen, Vardy's Jewelers

Happy Hollow Foundation is dedicated
to preserving and enhancing Happy
Hollow Park & Zoo so that it remains a

community asset that is highly valued
and accessible to all.
Scan the QR code to learn more!

Come join the Almaden Senior Association
on a bus trip to ‘THE ROCK' - Alcatraz Island
Tuesday, April 21st

We all know that Alcatraz was a federal prison. But did you
know before that, it was a U.S. Army military fortress? Come
with us and discover the history of ‘The Rock' sitting in the
middle of San Francisco Bay. Learn who was jailed there and
who escaped from this maximum-security facility.
Experience being locked up in a 9'x5’ cell with only a bed, a
sink and a toilet. After our visit to Alcatraz, we will go to Pier
39 for lunch on your own and shopping before returning
home.

7:45am: Arrive at Almaden Community Center

8:00am: Depart for Pier 33 and the ferry to Alcatraz Island
10:10am: Leave for the island to start tour

12:25pm: On the ferry to return to Pier 33

1:00pm: Travel to Pier 39. You can walk or ride on the bus
3:30pm: Depart Pier 39

6:00 to 6:30pm: Arrive back at the community center

Price $90, Cash or Check. Make check out to ASA.
Sign up in the ACC lobby M/W/F from 8am-10am.

For more information call Rich @ 408-219-8641 _ <eV'OR 45
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TR
SPRING SPECIALS!

Gall us for details

LOOK'Y
FIRIEE2%Y
Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's in Free Window Cleaning w/ Ext. Paint Job!

Free Pressure Wash w/Ext. Paint Job!
Free Estimate & Color Consultation w/Job!

I Buy Comic Books.
Cash Paid. Alex
(408) 393-1385

Employment

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST

International Trade related. $62421/yr,
Pumyang Shipping America
Inc., 3494 Depot Rd,
Hayward, CA 94545

M & L Jewelers

Jewelers & Watch Repair
Ring sizing - Watch bands

Watch batteries - Engraving
Stone replacement & More!

Ask about our exclusive watch battery warranties!
(408) 270-6080
3218 S. White Rd. San Jose, CA
Mon.-Fri. 10am-7pm, Sat. 10am-5pm

* Residential & Commercial
e Interior & Exterior

e Drywall Repairs

» Handyman Services

We'll Beat Any Reasonable Price!

30+ Years Experience
CA. ST. LIC #651686
Insured & Bonded

TEL: (408) 281-7500

www.faithpainting.com

Mausoleum Crypt for sale

Reflections Mausoleum

For sale 254C double crypt in the beauti-

ful Refections Mausoleum at Los Gatos
Memorial Park. The crypt is a perfect
location, just above eye level. Price:

29,500. The Cemetery will make all trans-

fers. (408) 455- 8696 Tony Ranieri; One-

GolfingWino@gmail.com

Shoe Repair

<SS
408-270-0850
No Shoe is Ever Too 01d!

22

Hours:
Mon-Fri

9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Saturday

9:30 am - 4:00 pm

2850 Quimby Rd. Suite 100 » 270-0850
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Times

Call to place your
ad today!

Gutter Cleaning/Roof Repair

408-494-7000

ks

GUTTER CLEANING AND

ROOF REPAIR SPECIAL

Only $89 for local professional GUTTER CLEANING.
And MINOR ROOF REPAIR only $89. Experts in
Roof Restoration and Home Maintenance.

Local Willow Glen Resident. Call Daniel (408) 771-8814.

LIVING HOPE
APOSTOLIC MIN-
ISTRIES
https://www.
livinghopeam.org
2650 Aborn Rd.

San Jose, CA 95135
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Bible Study” (Group
Study Room) every

Saturday at 12:00pm
OUR MISSION: Evan- :

gelizing our commu-
nity and the world
with the gospel of
Jesus Christ. OUR
MINISTRY: Training
ministers on how to

use their love for God
: EVERGREEN ISLAMIC

i CENTER (EIC)

¢ http://www.eicsan-

i jose.org

¢ 2486 Ruby Ave,

i San Jose CA 95148.
i (408) 239-6668
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
: the English meaning is
i "Peace be upon you'".

to reach those in
need of His love.
OUR PASSION:
Transforming lives
within our community
with God’s love.

IN ALMADEN
6581 Camden Ave.

San Jose, CA 95120. : :
¢ are Muslims, and what  :
+ affection.

: Check our website for
+ current activities.

The Rev. Shelley

Booth Denney, Rector :
Phone:408-268-0243 :
¢ way of life. Islam began
i inthe 7th century. Peo- :
i ple who follow Islam ~:
: are known as Muslims. :
i The Quran is the Divine
¢ book that guides Mus-
i lims to practice Islam.

Web:www.eca-sj.org
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful
followers of Jesus
Christ. Through wor-
ship, study, fellow-

N
AN\ =

i strive to nurture and
: grow a strong faith

i community of believ-
: ers, a family of all

i ages, where each

¢ member feels wel-

i comed, loved, valued
¢ and empowered to

: serve. Children are

: especially welcomed
i and cherished as an
i important part of

¢ God's family.

O

Qo= f:\

l [wr::een Islamic Center

"As-Salaamu-Alaikum"

Q) What is Islam, who

is the Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and

="

! ship and outreach, we §
i latak™ the English

: meaning is " May Allah
i (swt) protect you and

+ your family".

i Please visit our website
: to learn more.

i GRACE CHURCH OF
Grace Church i
of Evergreen :
: EVERGREEN

i www.GraceChurchEv-
: ergreen.Com

: 408-274-1200

: See you on Facebook.
: 2650 Aborn Rd at

: Kettmann, across from
: the Public Library.

+ Serving Evergreen for
: over 55 years.

: John Goldstein Pastor.
i john@GraceChurchEv-
: ergreen.com. Christian
¢ worship every Sunday
+ at 11am. Together we
: build better lives and a
: better community.

¢ Music Institute

: (408)791 7772. After
¢ School Piano, Violin,

: Other classical Instru-
¢ ments.

: PreSchool, Ages 2-6

+ Caring for your child

: HOLY SPIRIT

i munity - this is our
¢ promise to our mem-

"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-

with God’s love and

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-

! bers. If you are looking
: for an active Christian
: faith community, we

: invite you to experience
: Holy Spirit Parish Com- :
i munity. All are wel-

: come! We are located
i at 1200 Redmond

Avenue, San Jose, CA
95120. Mass is cele-

: Dbrated at 8:30 a.m.

i Monday - Friday. Our

i weekend Mass sched-
¢ ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
: Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30

: am., 11:30 am. and 6
i p.m. Rite of Reconcilia- :
: tionis every Saturday
: at4 p.m. or by appoint- :
¢ ment. Qur Parish Office
: is open Monday -

¢ Thursday 8:30 a.m. -

i 4:30 p.m. and Friday

: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

: Call 408-997-5100 for :
: recorded information or :
i 408-997-5101 to

¢ speak with someone in
3 our parish office.

: SAN JOSE

: GURDWARA

God iy One
Jufea 3
: Rab Ik Hai
3636 Gurdwara Ave.

: San Jose, CA 95148
: The word Sikh (see-kh) :

: means "disciple" or

! "student." A Sikh is a
¢ practitioner of the faith
+ founded in the 15th

century by Guru Nanak
in Punjab of old British

God (praying), earning

: aliving by honest

means and sharing the

+ fruits of one's labor

: with others. Currently
: there are close to one
¢ million Sikhs living in
+ the USA and Canada

¢ and 25 million Sikhs

living around the world.

: Sikhism is the 5th

¢ largest religion in the
i world. Atthe Gurdwara :
¢ (House of God) in San
¢ Jose we welcome all.

+ We pray daily for peace
i and prosperity for

¢ everybody in the world.
i Come to visit and enjoy
: Langer (food) in our

¢ kitchen which is open

i 365 days of the year

+ and serves comple-

i mentary vegetarian

: meals. We also

i encourage you to enter
+our history room on

site and walk the beau-

: tiful grounds. Learn

¢ more about us and

i community events we
¢ sponsor by visiting our
i website; http://www.

: SanJoseGurdwara.org
i India. AGuruwhoisa :
: “teacher" or "enlighten- :
i er" completes the rela-
: tionship of teaching

: and learning. Sikhism
: is monotheistic and

i stresses the equality of
¢ all men and women.

i Sikhs believe in three

¢ basic principles; medi-
i tating on the name of

ST. FRANCIS OF

: ASSISI CATHOLIC

i CHURCH

+ 5111 San Felipe Rd.,

: San Jose, CA 95135

: 408-223-1562.

i www.stfrancisofas-

¢ sisi.com

i or www.stfrancis

: ofassisipreschool.org
i We invite you to join

: our community of faith
¢ located in the Ever-

: green area of San Jose.
i We are an inclusive

: diverse community

i striving to serve as Dis-
: ciples of Jesus Christ

3 in the footsteps of St.

¢ Francis, offering prayer-
+ ful and joyful liturgies;

: evangelization, fellow-

ship, and service

i opportunities to the

+ community. We offer
: spiritual opportunities
: for all ages, including
: children's liturgy,

¢ dynamic E.C.H.O - Jr.
: High, IGNITE - High

: School and North Star - :
¢ Young Adult Ministries,
+ along with small faith

i communities and

: opportunities to help

¢ the poor and marginal-
¢ ized of San Jose. Our
¢ Preschool is the only
: Catholic Preschool

\'
//

AN

the Parish Mission

N TP
=2 3 '

i offering quality family
: oriented service in the
+ Evergreen and Silver
: Creek areas. Our
: Chapel, Gathering Hall,
i Parish Office, Mission
¢ Center, Parish Gift
i Shop, Memorial Garden
: and Preschool are all
: located at 5111 San
: Felipe Rd. Please come
3 join us to worship at
: one of the following
: times and locations:
¢ St. Francis of Assisi
i Chapel: Saturday
: 5:00PM, Sunday 8:30
: AM, 10:30 AM, 12:30
: PM, 4:00 PM (Mass in
: Vietnamese), 6:00 PM
: Youth Mass
+ St. Francis of Assisi
: Gathering Hall :
¢ Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun- :
i day11:00AM, Igho :
: Mass - Second Sunday :
: of the month 12:30 PM
¢+ Mt. Hamilton Grange -
i 2840 Aborn Road
: Sunday 9:30 AM
i The Villages Gated
: Community (Cribari
i Auditorium) Sunday
: 8:15AM
¢ For more information, ~ :
i please call or visitus at :

-

AN

: Center open M-F 9:00

¢ AM -12:00 PM; 1:00

i PM - 4:00 PM. Come

+ join us and share your
i presence with us so

: that together we may

¢ grow and share our

: gifts to help build God's
i Kingdom!

: THE POINT CHURCH

: 3695 Rose Terrasse Cir
: San Jose, CA 95148

: (408) 270-7646

@

thepoint.church

¢ English Service:

i Sundays at 9:30 &
: 11:00 AM

i Spanish Service:

¢ 11:00 AM

Cambodian Service:

: 11:00 AM

Cantonese Service:

: 11:00 AM

+ Mandarin Service:

: 11:00AM

¢ Youth Extreme Point

i (7th-12th grade):

+ Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

To place a worship
listing, email
times@
timesmediainc.com



RED DOG

SHREDS

EN TIAL AND SMAIL BUS ZNZc.SS PAPER SHR_.DDING

“ DROP-OFF SHREDDING SERVICE
- WA’[‘("H IT SHRED!

MUleDENﬁS PARER SHREDD'NG& RD DRIVE

10100 PER BOX
HEO ey

65 Gallon Container

SHREDDING

. JUNK 1@

* OFFICE CONTENT CLEANOUT
* DOCUMENT PURGES
* PICK UP DOCS

* ON-SITE SHREDDING

r_uwmrm SOCUMENTS)
FOR DESTRUCTION

=
STT-2925 -
. RedDogshred.com
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
RRRRRRRRRRRRRR A

| Sﬂlll ]
S | DICKS Ul’

www.RE l)l)()(x‘bllll]* D.com

408-377-2925

BAY AREA - SAN JOSE ¢ 14944 Camden Avenue, San Jose, CA 95124 (Cambrian Plaza)
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