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Through his 28 years representing
Alabama House District 18 in
Montgomery, Johnny Mack Morrow
met many people dedicated as much

as he was to improving the quality of
in Northwest

life for everyone
. Alabama.
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) : Schools Superintendent of
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Education Dr. Rube Courington was
among those at the top of the list.
Morrow shared his memories of
Courington at the February 17th
meeting of the Russellville City
Schools Board of Education when he

Have an opinion?

tory idea?
\S ry ca presented a signed copy of
' Courington’s book, “A History of
Russellville  City Schools,” to

Russellville High School Principal
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With three different parks equipped
with  playground equipment in
Russellville, there’s no shortage of
places for parents to take their kids
for some outdoor play.

But one of those places, City Lake
Park, adjacent to Russellville High
School, is in dire need of repairs and
replacement of equipment according
to several parents who contacted the
Franklin Free Press with concerns.

Tyler Harper, one of those parents,
describes the condition of play-
ground equipment at City Lake Park

as ‘disgusting,’ as well as unsafe.

Dr. Tom Morgan

332-4949
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Condition of playground equipment at City
Lake Park ‘unacceptahle’
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Morrow donates book chronicling history [/ave an opinion?
of Russellville City Schools to RHS Library

\ Story idea?

Taking care of
your family’s
dental needs

Brett M. Bowen,

TOOHDS A1 7 TIATIISSNY FHL 40 AYOISIH Y 4

%}

See ‘HISTORY,’ Page 4 Family

Dentistry

When Harper and his family visited
City Lake Park on March 1st, Harper
saw playground equipment that was
broken, some with sharp, jagged
edges, missing pieces, dilapidated
floors and an elevated tunnel with
cracks and splits. He's also con-
cerned about rusted metal platforms
on some equipment, as well as bro-
ken panels that could compromise
the structural integrity of these ele-
vated pieces of equipment.

“It was pretty disheartening knowing
what could happen especially with
the tunnel being in the condition it is,”
Harper said. “As a parent, you think
of all the possible outcomes. If that
tunnel was to give out while a child

See ‘PLAYGROUND,’ Page 5

“We don’t back
down to anyone, but
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we will back up!
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Pick up your FREE copy of th
Franklin Free Press at GJ's!!

_ FISHING
SUPPLIES

DELI
256-332-1324

& Lunch Plates
&< Ethanol-Free Gas
&< Hunting/Fishing Licenses
&< Fishing Supplies/ Live Bait

14545 AL 187 @
Intersection of AL 24
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Owner, Daniel Parrish

* Leaf Removal
* Spring/Fall Clean-Ups
* Bush & Shrub
Trimming

* Lawn Mowing &
Maintenance
* Edging & Trimming
ertilizing & Weed

GROCERY 4

We offer ground burial, mausoleum
8. and cremation spaces. All may be
2% purchased at need or pre-need to include

Jf.sir . the burial vault and bronze memorial.
off o, Providing a peaceful, beautiful and serene
cemetery for the people of Franklin County.

Carolyn Atkins Porter
2710 Waterloo Road * 256.332.2115

Dalton Arthur Thrasher, 84, of Bear Creek, passed away Feb-
ruary 27, 2026. Pinkard Funeral Home of Russellville assisted
the family with arrangements.

.( Fu" SerV|ce De|| W/ Breakfast Janice Sue Jackson Daniels, 76, of Russellville, passed away

February 27, 2026, at Helen Keller Hospital. Arrangements are
pending and will be announced when finalized. Spry Memo-
rial Chapel of Russellville is assisting the family with arrange-
ments.

Patricia Louise Saint, 84, passed away February 26, 2026, at

Helen Keller Hospital. A celebration of life will be held Friday,

March 6, from 4-7pm, at Akins Funeral Home in Russellville,
with a short service to be held at 5pm.

Janice Lee Winchester Higginbottom, 73, passed away Feb-
ruary 26, 2026, peacefully at her home. Deaton Funeral Home
of Red Bay assisted the family with arrangements.

William Earlice Chandler, 71, passed away February 26, 2026,
at his residence. Deaton Funeral Home assisted the family
with arrangements.

Olene May Seal, 97, of Russellville, passed away February 26,
2026. Spry Memorial Chapel of Russellville assisted the
family with arrangements.

“The Insect Predator”

Eddie Deaton
(256) 627-1996

50 Years Combined Experience

Toll Free 1-888-832-5405

(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055
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Russellville Hospital

welcomes back

Sandy Evans, CRNP

. to our Rural Health Clinic.

- Accepting New Patients
- Same Day Appointments

- Family Practice, Primary care Medical
Check-Ups, Health Screenings .
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156225 Hwy 43 - Suite |
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Back to the Bible
by Larsen Plyler:
Matthew 12:22-37

The people were so shocked by Jesus’ power that they began to won-
der out loud if He really was the fulfillment of the Son of David promise.
But, the Pharisees tried to squelch that sentiment. The religious
leader's accusation that Jesus worked by the power of Satan was seri-
ous. Here is Jesus, doing nothing but good, teaching the truth, and
holding to the highest ethical standard. On the other hand, you have
the scribes, who are bitter and perverse, saying, “He does it by the
power of Satan!”

Jesus broke down their accusation by showing how foolish it would
be for Satan to be at war with Himself. That kind of kingdom wasn’t
going to stand. Some of the religious leaders’ own disciples were able
to do this. Wouldn'’t their accusation condemn them too? In reality, this
was evidence of the kingdom of God. Jesus explained that His miracles
were part of a process in which He would gain victory over Satan.

They blasphemed the Holy Spirit by denying the source of power by,
which He did His work. Jesus warns them that their statement revealed
their real character. They were hard, insensitive, unreachable, and
unrepentant. When they saw Jesus’ miracles, they were not struck by
His power, but immediately began to think, “How can we explain this
away?” They were so crazed with jealousy and hatred that they would
not even listen. That attitude was reflected in their accusation. Thus,
they were in danger of never being forgiven because their words
revealed the attitude of their hearts (cf. Mk. 3:5; 4:11, 12; Mt. 12:18, 22-
32). Their words reflected who they really were.

Jesus says that the way you can know whether or not someone is
good on the inside is by hearing their words on the outside. Jesus
points to a day of judgment where we will be called to account for even
the careless words. They will justify or condemn us because they
reveal us.

Lessons to Learn:

Have you committed blasphemy against the Holy Spirit? My under-
standing is that it's not a phrase you say, but a disposition of heart that
our words reflect. There is no sin that God will not forgive... except the
one that you will not repent of. If there comes a point where you're
rejecting God’s will and you’re so hard-hearted that you will not take His
evidence and will not be moved by His will, then you’ll remain in your
condemned position forever.

Our words reflect who we are. In this case, they reflected a person’s
attitude toward Jesus and toward the Holy Spirit. Do our words reveal
hearts of anger or immorality? Do they indicate that we think badly
about others? James says that if we claim to be religious, but don’t get
a hold of our tongue, we have deceived ourselves (Js. 1:26).

Tune in to 100.7 WGOL Sunday at 8:30am for our Back to the Bible
Radio Program.

Reach out with your questions, comments, or requests for personal
Bible study at backtothebiblepodcast.com or at info@backtothebible-
podcast.com

. SUNDAY 8:30 AM

baocktothehbiblepodcost.com
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Norman Lier, to be donated to the Russellville High School library.
The book was given to Morrow by Courington and signed by the author and his wife.
Always a special possession for Morrow, he recently decided to donate it to the school to help Russellville students learn about the fascinating
history of their school system.
When Morrow and former Sen. Roger Bedford took office in the early 1990s, they faced many challenges, none more important than improving
the quality of public education.
At the time, public education lacked the financial commitment and support needed in Montgomery and Morrow and Bedford set out to change that.
When Morrow tackled how to improve public education in Franklin County, it was his first opportunity to work one on one with Courington.
Morrow’s mother Hazel knew Courington from the days they were children in Winston County, and his father Grover knew Courington from Morrow’s
days as Franklin County Schools Superintendent of Education in the 1950s. So it was no surprise when Morrow reached out to Courington for his
ideas about what was lacking in public education.
“Both of my parents had always talked about their friends Rube and Eloise Courington. Now | found myself working with the Courington as a member
of the Alabama legislature to improve the quality of life for Franklin County,” Morrow said.
Among the laundry list of challenges facing the young legislative team of Morrow/Bedford in the early 90s were a lack of a four-lane highway con-
necting Franklin County to the Interstate Highway System, getting clean water for Franklin County rural residents, developing Internet infrastructure
in Franklin County after the introduction of the World Wide Web in 1993, and strengthening public education in Franklin County.
“‘Roger and | accomplished all of these things and met all of of the challenges that we faced only because we had a lot of help from a lot of people
like Rube and Eloise Courington,” Morrow said.
Courington, who served as RCS Superintendent of Education from 1961
until his retirement in 1988, wrote the book that chronicled the growth,
challenges and milestones of Russellville City Schools in 1977.
Although authored by Courington, “A History of Russellville City Schools”
was truly a team effort Courington said in the book’s acknowledgements, JOB OPPORTU N ITIES
as he listed the many people who helped the massive project come to-
gether. . L. .
Courington’s experience and insight helped give Morrow and Bedford the [The Franklin Cou nty Commission is accept-

information necessary to address the shortfalls of public education first- |, . . . i
hand from someone who helped shape the history of the school system |INQg applications for the foIIowmg pOSItIOn(S):
that employed him. Yet Courington always realized that Russellville City
Schools’ history was being reshaped every day.

“All of us recognize the fact that this history is not complete. It is agreed . Ley H
by all who woried on it that it will need to br?a/ revised from time to tin?e, as Courthouse SecurltY! Sherlff S Offlce
other bits of information about the past become available,” Courington
said in his book’s acknowledgement.

When current RCS Superintendent of Education Tim Guinn spoke at the Applications will be accepted in the Franklin

February 17th meeting, he shared his thoughts on Courington’s impact

on the school system. | County Commission office until positions
“As we dedicate this signed copy we do more than just honor an out- )
standing leader,” Guinn said. “The legacy of leadership in Russellville City are filled.

Schools began in 1929. Their vision and courage shaped a school system
that became a beacon in its community and across Alabama.

“And Dr. Courington’s steady leadership and dedication to public service
left a lasting impact on our state,” Guinn added.

When Courington retired in 1988, he and Eloise presented Morrow with
a copy of his book, signed with a special dedication ‘to our very good

friend Johnny Mack Morrow.” An application and job description may be

“By having this book in a prominent place it will help let today’s students

o mpartant the hilryof el achool syt s Morow sk | picked up, faxed or emailed upon request
from the Franklin County Commission Of-

fice, located at 405 N Jackson Avenue,
Monday — Friday, 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM, by

———— calling (256) 332-8852 or applications are
~@©> EyeCare - ——_____ |available at www.franklincountyal.org under

Professionals

Russellville * Moulton « Red Bay

“® Comprehensive Eye Exams i\
for Adults & Children

“®> Contacts & Glasses

the Careers tab.

Franklin County is an equal opportunity em-
ployer and does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, national origin, sex, re-
ligion, age or disability in the employment
or provision of services.

“® Eye Injuries & Emergencies
“® Designer & Safety Frames, Sunglasse

eyecareprofessionalspc.com
15255 Hwy 43 » Russellville * 256.332.5440
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was in it, they’d drop about eight feet to the ground.

“If small children are running up to this equipment that has sharp, jagged edges, they could get
cut pretty badly. It's just a lawsuit waiting to happen. How is there always funding for everything
else, but when it comes to the safety of our children, suddenly it's not urgent?,” he added.

Harper made a social media post later that day that included photos of the City Lake Park play-
ground equipment. The post caught the attention of Russellville Parks and Recreation Department
Director Donnie Flanagan, who, along with Park and Rec maintenance employees, spent most of |
Monday at City Lake Park to see first-hand the equipment’s condition. ‘

Flanagan said the playground equipment at City Lake Park, Eastside Park and Chucky Mullens
Park is inspected, but he was personally unaware of how serious the problem was with some of it.
“We’ve had playground equipment and some parts ordered for a while but it takes a while to get it.
We do inspect our playgrounds. That’s the reason we knew about the problems at City Lake. But
it's gotten worse since we last inspected it,” Flanagan said. ;

On Monday, Park and Rec employees made a few minor repairs and closed off some equipment &
until it can be replaced or repaired. 2

Flanagan contacted a representative of the playground equipment’s manufacturer and said she’s
going to come to Russellville and look at the equipment at all three parks.

“We are aware of the situation and spent all day Monday making it safe where hopefully no child
could get hurt. We closed off some equipment and removed some as well,” Flanagan said.

Although owned by the City of Russellville, the parks, playground and equipment are managed
through Russellville City Schools, which took over operations of the city’s Park and Recreation De-
partment in 2019. D d ol d . t at Cit o

The mutual agreement provided that the city will fund $750,000 annually for Park and Recreation amagea piaygrouna equipment at Lity
Department operations, but that money goes to Russellville City Schools, who is responsible after Lake Park. (Courtesy photo)
that point for all operations, including maintenance of equipment, at city parks.

Russellville City Councilman Darren Woodruff, whose District Two includes City Lake Park, said he’s received complaints and concerns from citizens
about the disrepair of the City Lake Park playground.

Woodruff said he contacted Flanagan after hearing about the situation.

“l did reach out to Donnie to make sure he was aware of the issue,” Woodruff said. “We want all city facilities safe for kids and their families, so I'm glad
to hear new equipment was ordered, both prior to Monday’s inspection and after.

With Flanagan’s response coming one day after his social media post, complete with photos of various states of disrepair to equipment, Harper’s message
got through to the right people.

“It should not take a child getting seriously injured for the city to take action...This is unacceptable. Russellville needs to fix this immediately. Our children
deserve safe places to play, not hazards waiting to happen,” Harper said.

Flanagan said he welcomes input and concerns from the public about the Park and Recreation Department. And if someone had raised these concerns
previously, action would have already been taken.

To report an issue with any Russellville Park and Recreation Department
property, call 256-332-8770.

“We always appreciate hearing from the public regarding any concerns they .. RUSSELLVILLE

have. I'd love for them to first reach out to us one-on-one, but if they go the

Facebook way, that’s fine too. I'll never take that personally. .. HOSPITAL

“But if you reach out directly to us, your concern will likely get handled
quicker,” Flanagan said.

The Sleep Clinic at Russellville Hospital provides
complete sleep health management including sleep studies,
diagnosis and treatment of sleep disorders.

Our sleep experts are here to help you take control
of your sleep health. Most insurance companies do not
require a referral to meet with one of our board

' - certified sleep physicians.

SN

e are 5%.47’0 ?eaaﬁ&%”
Our experience and knowledgeable physicians provide expert
advice for a multitude of sleep-related disorders, including:
Insomnia, sleep apnea, restless leg syndrome, snoring, exces-

* t z z * sive daytime sleepiness, hypertension, periodic limb movement
0 y syndrome (PLMS), sleepwalking and pediatric sleep problems.

*According to inventory and any prior history with this dealership.

2506 Woodward Ave * Muscle Shoals
256.383.7979 « 256.710.3711

www.russellvillehospital.com
15225 Hwy 43, Russellville, AL (256) 332-1611




he NACOLG SENIORx medlcatlon aSS|stance pro-

gram supplies free and low-cost medications for any-
one in Alabama with a disability or chronic illness, regardless of
age, that requires daily medication. Medicare recipients may
also be eligible. For more information, contact NACOLG

Now Availahle SENIORX today. There is no charge for this service. Call Paula
= Pardue at 256-389-0529, 256-389-0530 or 1-800-AGELINE (1-
throughout Russellville 500-543.5463) ‘
and Franklin cﬂllntV! Love Packages Ministry is in need of donations of new
and used Bibles (in any condition). They will be sent

to ministers and missionaries around the world who will distrib-
ute them. Donations can be dropped off in the church office of
Red Bay First Baptist Church or Russellville First Baptist
Church.

We are offering the fastest
internet speeds in Alabama
and superior HD phone
services at affordable prices.

he Northwest Regional Library is proud to announce

audiobooks are now available through our Books-By-
Mail program. This program is completely free to those that are
medically homebound, live more than 10 miles from a town
with a public library, or require large print or audiobooks only.
Must be a resident of Marion, Franklin, or Lamar counties.
Northwest Regional Library at 205-487-2330 or visit the web-
site at northwestregional.net to find out more information about
the program. We are accepting donations of new or gently
used CD audiobooks. Donations can be dropped off at any
member library.

Ready to sign up?

www.freedomfiber.com
205-921-6712

FREE piCKU
APPLIANCE

Do you need to get
rid of an old, inoperable
appliance at NO cost to you?

Just call 256-668-3445, or
256-436-9818. We will pick up your
old appliances free anywhere in

Franklin County!

Northwest Shoals

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

s rRUSSELLVILLE
ol HOSPITAL

Welcomes
Dr Amy Traylor to Our Team!

"NOW
ACCEPTIN

Aol
Family Medicine

& Comprehensive
Health

Catefov the entive family

Mond
LSRRl 15225 Hwy 43

Thursday Sllite B'1

SN 256.331.2700

R

YOU CAN
SPECIALIZE
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Local pastor questions Russellville Mancu 4, 2026
Electric Board’s billing procedure

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

When Cedars Church pastor Tanner Hall opened the church’s December utility bill, he did a double take.

The $1,162 bill, with $1,064 for December electricity kilowatt hours, had to be a mistake, Hall thought, so he immediately contacted Rus-
sellville Utilities to request a check on the church’s meter.

“Our power bill for December-January was right at $1,200. It's never been that high,” Hall said. “I went down and asked for someone to
come check the meter and see if something was not right.

“| also asked why we were being assessed a multiplier of 20 times what our kilowatt hour usage was. Our read was 386KW hours. Then
they multiplied it by 20, and charged us for 7,720KW hours of power,” Hall added.

Compounding Hall’s frustration was the fact that Cedars Church was closed from December 21, 2025 through January 5, 2026, for a Sab-
bath break, two weeks inside the billing window of the $1,162 invoice.

“Other than our New Year’s Eve service everything was off in the building but we were still charged for hours we weren’t even here to
use,” Hall said.

In Alabama, businesses often are charged a multiplier, or higher rate structure, on the electricity they use because businesses generally
use significantly more power, so the ‘multiplier’ is a way to offset the additional maintenance and infrastructure demands required to serve
these accounts.

When Hall reviewed the church’s past utility bills, he realized the 20X multiplier of the church’s monthly meter readings was nothing new. It
never came to his attention because Cedars Church had never incurred an electric bill as high as its December 2025 bill.

In the following days, Hall spoke with three different Russellville Electric Board employees and an employee of the Tennessee Valley Au-
thority who came to check the meter at REB’s request on January 30th.

Rather than receiving the answers he sought, Hall said he was left more confused by ‘inconsistent information’ from those he spoke with.

Included among the REB employees Hall spoke with was REB General Manager Derrick Moore.

Moore said he explained to Hall that 20X ‘multiplier’ was not a surcharge like ones assessed by some utilities on large industrial or busi-
ness accounts.

Instead, it was based on the limitations of the meter used to determine kilowatt hours used.

Moore told the FFP that the registering capacity of some meters only represents a fraction of the actual load used by the customer, unlike
single-phase meters commonly used for residential accounts.

On instrument-rated meters like the one at Cedars Church, the registered usage must be multiplied by the multiplier for that particular
meter, 20/1 on the church meter, he explained.

With this particular meter, it only records a fraction of the actual electricity passing through the service, specifically 1/20th of total usage,
according to information provided by REB.

So the difference between the current reading and the previous reading is multiplied by 20 to determine actual usage.

Hall said he was given the option of having a single-phase meter installed, but at the church’s expense. Hall said another REB employee
said the meter on the Lawrence Street building is already a single-phase meter, so some confusion joined his frustration.

Converting to a household-type meter would require the church to incur the cost of installing a single-phase meter, Hall said he was told.

The pastor’s next question was whether all churches served by the Russellville Electric Board are also paying the 20X multiplier.

‘I spoke with representatives of two different churches who said they are just paying for actual hours of usage, so why would it be different
for some churches?,” Hall said. “Cedars Church just wants to be charged like other local churches that don’t have a multiplier.”

“I'm not trying to get out of paying our power bill. | just want to pay for what we use and not what a multiplier shows. Derrick said he could-
n’t do that because if he did it for one he’d have to do it for everyone,” Hall added.

Cedars Church had a $1,431 utility bill for February, so it's a concern that’s not going away any time soon.

TVA gives Local Power Companies who purchase its electricity broad discretion to set their own policies and procedures, with the primary
rule that policies, regardless of what they are, must be applied consistently to all similarly-based customers.

Russellville Electric Board has four categories, or classes, of commercial accounts, based on the account’s electricity usage. Those ac-
counts are categorized as Small Commercial (GSA-1), Large Commercial (GSA-2), Large Commercial (GSA-3) and Large Manufacturing
(TDMSA).

The criteria for each account is available on the website www.rus-
sellvilleutilities.com, by clicking the ‘Electric Board’ option.

Almost two months after receiving the eye-popping December in-
voice, Hall still has more questions than answers about how Cedars
Church is being billed, whether it's consistent with billing policies for
other churches, what can be done with the church meter to elimi-
nate the multiplier and, finally, whether that has to be done at the
church’s own expense.

Cedars Church received a $1,431 utility bill for February 2026,
though, so these issues are not going away any time soon, nor is
the financial strain the church faces in order to pay these signifi-

centy hionerols 256.383.447 3 Ext. 2021
340 Cox Blvd * Sheffield, AL
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Northwest Shoals Community College (NWSCC) Freshman student, Ella Gog-
gans, of Russellville, Ala., was crowned 2026 Miss Northwest Shoals on Saturday
evening (2/21) in the Lou B. Bevill Center on the NWSCC Phil Campbell cam-
pus.

“Becoming Miss Northwest Shoals is a dream come true,” said Goggans. “I'm
so grateful to have the opportunity to represent my school and community.”

Goggans has a passion for advocating for Athlete’s Mental Health. Last fall, she
started her community service initiative, Beyond the Uniform. Beyond the Uniform
is designed to help create a world where athletes feel valued for who they are
and not by their performance.

‘I have seen firsthand the effect one bad performance can have on someone’s
emotional health and personal outlook on their self-worth,” said Goggans. “As
Miss Northwest Shoals, | plan to raise awareness of the importance of athlete ‘ Tl ,
mental_health. | hope to host workshops to help educate athletes and coaches Goggans crowned as the 2026 Miss orthwest Shoals
on the_lm_portance_ of Wor(.js and empathy. . . by 2025 Miss Northwest Shoals Lara Gunderman

By winning the title of Miss Northwest Shoals, Goggans is poised to represent (NWSCC photo)
her college and community at the upcoming Miss Alabama 2026 competition on
June 1-6, 2026, at the Wright Center at Samford University. She plans to get her associate in science degree at NWSCC, then obtain her
physical therapy assistant certification, as she trains and mentors young dancers.

Reflecting on Goggans’ notable achievement, Miss Northwest Shoals Program Director Savannah Liles expressed, “This moment represents
so much more than a title — it reflects the passion, purpose, and positive influence that will reach countless lives in the year ahead.” said
Liles. “We are incredibly proud of every woman who stepped onto that stage with courage, grace, and determination. Each of them embodies
excellence, and we are honored to have them as part of our Patriot family.”

Seven women competed for the title of Miss Northwest Shoals, showcasing their talents through five stages of competition, including private
interview, on-stage conversation, health and fitness, talent, and evening gown. Alongside Goggans, other winners were recognized:

Caroline Blackmon, of Muscle Shoals, second alternate

Aidyn Kate Marshall, of Russellville, first alternate

Ella Goggans, of Russellville, talent competition award

Alexis Stewart, of Phil Campbell, most inspirational award

Hannah Corum, of Florence, outstanding community service award

Olivia Schurfeld, of Florence, leadership award

Sara Beth Davis, of Muscle Shoals, bookstore scholarship for exceptional courage in competition

In addition to the prestige of the title, Goggans receives a bundle of prizes, including a One-Year Tuition Scholarship, Official Custom
Jewelry by Creative Jewelers, a year of facial spa treatments from
NWSCC Salon & Spa, wardrobe discounts from Cherry Tree Lane,

[ ﬁ ~
a Bookstore Scholarship, an Official Portrait by Butler Studio Pho- “The Standard for fixed..lncome
tography, and alterations for the Miss Alabama competition by Sa- . l.q"ﬁ

vannah Liles. She also receives the Miss America Local Crown, lv‘}ffg inRuSSEllVillP 2

Miss America Crown Pin, Tickets to Miss Alabama Teen Finals Com-
petition in Birmingham on March 8, 2026, and other gifts from part- l
ners including Hangout Nutrition, Maggie J’s Boutique, and Gigi’s :

Boutique, and the Board of Directors.

REWARD YOURSELF OR
SOMEONE YOU.
LOVE

IS

256.332.4220 ¥

FADSI L I TION co oni

Licensed Massage Therapist LMT #1495 Creative Image Salon

~ /Reiki Practitioneell 7129 Hwy 43 - Spruce Pine Russellville

Housing Authority
@- Incorporated é\

256-332-1561 » 73 Flippen St

Please send your guest columns and other
creative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com
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Community Spirit Bank makes $120,000
contribution to Red Bay Hospital
through Alabhama Rural Hospital Tax Credit Program

it —— -

Submitted

Community Spirit Bank and its holding company, Independent Bancshares, |
have committed a $120,000 investment to Red Bay Hospital through Ala-
bama’s Rural Hospital Tax Credit Program, reinforcing the bank’s longstand- \
ing commitment to strengthening healthcare access in the communities it &
serves.

“Our local hospital has always been deeply connected to the history and
leadership of Community Spirit Bank,” said Billy M. Bolton, Chairman of the
Board. “Dr. Z.L. Weatherford and Dr. Walker Dempsey, both of whom served
as leaders of our bank, played instrumental roles in the construction of the
hospital more than 60 years ago. We are proud to continue that legacy of
service by supporting an institution that remains essential to the health and
vitality of Red Bay.” :

Brad M. Bolton, President and CEO of Community Spirit Bank, empha- Courtesy photo
sized the broader impact of the investment.

“Red Bay Hospital is more than a healthcare facility — it is a cornerstone of our local economy and a lifeline for the families and businesses in
our area. Through the Rural Hospital Tax Credit, we are able to redirect a portion of our state tax liability into a direct investment of $120,000 that
helps sustain local healthcare services. We appreciate the leadership of Sherry Jolley and Huntsville Hospital for their continued commitment to
providing quality care close to home,” Bolton said.

The Rural Hospital Tax Credit Program, established by the Alabama Legislature, allows taxpayers to receive a state income tax credit for qual-
ified contributions made to eligible rural hospitals. The program was designed to help stabilize and strengthen rural healthcare systems across the
state.

Red Bay Hospital serves as a critical healthcare provider for residents of Red Bay and surrounding communities, supporting not only the health
of local citizens but also the economic infrastructure and employment base of the region.

Community Spirit Bank remains committed to investing in initiatives
that enhance the quality of life and long-term prosperity of the com-
munities it proudly serves.

* John Almirol, M.D.

Internal Medicine

“Over 22 Years Caring
for Franklin County.”
Mon-Thur: 8:30-5:00

Medicare, Medicaid, Viva, BCBS, Humana,
and United Healthcare insurances accepted.

DISTRICT 1 COMMISSIONER [serisehehsibicipiets

PD. POL. ADV. BY JEFF FLEMING, 4256 HWY. 56, RUSSELLVILLE, AL 35654

and health issues affecting adults.

Accepting new patients
256.331.1900
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Stamped BEAUTIFUL
Addressed BATH
Envelope: UPDATES in
MCG 1048 as little as
Welsh Rd. ONE DAY!
Ambler, PA Superior
19002-2319 quality bath
and shower
SERVICES systems at
AFFORD-
APPLIANCE ABLE
REPAIR: PRICES!
Prompt local Lifetime war-
service ranty & pro-
available for fessional
appliance installs. Call
repair. Now! 1-833-
Washer/Drye 770-0326
r,
Dishwasher, WATER
Refrigerator, DAMAGE
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and all major RESTORA-
appliances. TION: A
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Insured amount of
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Satisfaction lead to major
guaranteed. damage in
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We Buy
Houses for
Cash AS IS!
No repairs.
No fuss. Any

condition.
Easy three
step
process:

Call, get
cash offer

and get paid.

Get your fair
cash offer
today by
calling Liz

Buys

Houses: 1-

877-385-7131

Consumer
Cellular - the
same reli-
able, nation-
wide cover-
age as the
largest carri-
ers. No long-
term con-
tract, no hid-
den fees and
activation is
free. All
plans feature
unlimited
talk and text,
starting at
just
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For more
information,
call 1-844-
358-5270

HEALTH/BE
AUTY

ATTENTION
OXYGEN
THERAPY
USERS!
Discover
Oxygen
Therapy
That Moves
with You
with Inogen
Portable
Oxygen
Concentrator
s. FREE
information
kit. Call 1-
833-650-7885

Attention:
VIAGRA and
CIALIS
USERS! A
cheaper
alternative to
high drug-
store prices!
50 Pill
Special -
Only $99!
100% guar-
anteed.
CALL NOW:
1-833-641-
6606

FOR SALE

AFFORD-
ABLE TV &
INTERNET. If
you are
overpaying
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service, call
now for a
free quote
and see how
much you
can save! 1-
833-641-6672

NEED NEW
FLOORING?
Call today
to schedule
a FREE in-
home esti-
mate on
Carpeting &
Flooring.
Call Today!
1-833-641-
6567

ND « GARAGE SALES  PETS « APPLIANCES * HELP WANTED -

No more
cleaning out
gutters.
Guaranteed!
LeafFilter is
the most
advanced
gutter pro-
tection for
your home,
backed by a
no-clog
guarantee
and lifetime
transferrable
warranty.
Call today 1-
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a FREE
inspection
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Seniors and
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10%.
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Prepare for
power out-
ages today
with a
Generac
Home
Standby
Generator.
Act now to
receive a

~—

FREE 7-Year
warranty
with qualify-
ing pur-
chase* Call
1-877-323-
5516 today
to schedule
a free quote.
It’s not just a
generator.
It’s a power
move.

DENTAL
INSURANCE
from
Physicians
Mutual
Insurance
Company.
Coverage for
400 plus pro-
cedures.
Real dental
insurance -
NOT just a
discount
plan. Do not
wait! Call
now! Get
your FREE
Dental
Information
Kit with all
the details!
1-877-817-
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www.den-
tal50plus.co
m/alabama
#6258

Replace
your roof
with the best

<SSl
- av 'l
256.332.0255

SERVICES » APPLIANCES * CLOTHING * FURNITURE

Pest Solutions

Pest & osquito
Control

256-332-4008
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to last a life-
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Call Erie
Metal Roofs:
1-833-955-
3163

AUTOMO-
TIVE

GOT AN
UNWANTED
CAR?7??
DONATE IT
TO PATRIOT-
IC HEARTS.
Fast free
pick up.
Patriotic
Hearts’ pro-
grams help
veterans find
work or start
their own
business.
Call 24/7: 1-

833-426-0193

Donate your
car, truck,
boat, RV and
more to sup-
port our vet-
erans!
Schedule a
FAST, FREE
vehicle pick-
up and
receive a top
tax deduc-
tion! Call
Veteran Car
Donations at
1-877-724-
3049 today!

KARLRAGAN 256.332.9064

Trimming ¢ Topping * Removal
Bucket Work « Stump Grinding

BUCKLE UP!

It Could Save
Your Life!

franklinsheriff.org

(256) 332-8811




FranklinFreePress.net

Russellville girls, hoys
sweep Tharptown in
varsity soccer action

Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

In the Russellville derby between
Russellville High School and Tharptown
High School, played at Golden Tiger
Stadium on Tuesday night, the hosts came
away with shutout victories in both girls’ and
boys’ varsity play.

In the girls’ match to start the evening, the
Lady Golden Tigers played to a 2-nil win
over their counterparts from down County
Road 48.

The 13th minute brought the first break
through for Russellvile when a headed
clearance by Tharptown landed in the path
of senior Keyla Martinez, who smashed in a
right-footed volley from 20 yards out. The
Lady Golden Tigers would take the 1-0 lead
into the halftime break.

Russellville closed out the scoring, making
it 2-0 in the 48th minute, on another shot
from outside the box. This time it was junior
Maricela Andres, who latched on to a
through ball, outpaced two defenders, and
finished with a shot over the Tharptown
keeper into the far corner.

For the next 22 minutes and change,
Russellville’s defense kept Tharptown out to
record the clean sheet.

The Lady Golden Tigers improved to 3-2
with the win. THS fell to 1-5.

The proceeding boys’ game

See, ‘SOCCER,’ Page 14
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Basehall roundup, February 23-28:
Belgreen, Phil Gamphell off to hot starts

Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

Local baseball teams are getting into the swing of things after a first full week of play.
Here’s a look at the action from around Franklin County:

Monday, Feb. 23

Tharptown 7, Vina 5

Led by center fielder Randy Holliman and his two hits and two RBIs, the Tharptown
Wildcats snuck by at Vina to earn their first win of the season. The Wildcats led 4-1 after
four and a half innings and then added three more runs in the top of the sixth to take a 7-2
lead. Vina surged in the bottom half, picking up three runs itself, but it wasn’t quite enough;
both teams were scoreless in the seventh inning. Hayden Parker, who pitched three and a
third innings for THS, picked up the win, allowing just one hit and striking out six batters.
Vina starting pitcher Chris Sparks took the loss after allowing one unearned run on two
hits; he struck out four batters in his outing.

Belgreen 13, Shoals Christian 2

The Belgreen Bulldogs scored in six of their seven innings played against Shoals Christian
and finished strong with a five-run seventh inning to win by 11. BHS, led by three hits and
two runs scored from leadoff man Colton Ashton, finished with 13 hits collectively. Right

See, ‘BASEBALL, Page 12

Softhall roundun, February 23-28:
Tharptown's Kennedy throws no-no, RHS
starts 4-1

Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

Here’s a look at the softball action from around Franklin County last week:

Monday, Feb. 23

Phil Campbell 12, Covenant Christian 2

The Lady Bobcats eased past Covenant Christian to start their week after putting up crooked
numbers in the first three innings of the game and then adding a solo run in the bottom of the
fourth to give them the necessary 10-runs to end the game in the fifth. Shiloh Madden,
Madison Baker, and Addi James all had two RBIs each and four PCHS players scored mul-
tiple runs. In the circle, James overpowered the Lady Eagles, allowing two runs (neither
earned) on two hits and striking out five.

Tuesday, Feb. 24
Haleyville 6, Tharptown 2

Shoals Christian 16, Vina 6

Russellville 10, Florence 4

Down 4-2 going into the sixth inning, the Russellville Lady Golden Tigers used a huge eight-
run sixth inning to sink Class 7A Florence to start their week. There were more errors (13)
than hits (9) in the game and that was the story in this one. Of Russellville’s 10 runs only two
were earned and of Florence’s four runs just one was earned. Taitum Bishop did have a solid

See, ‘SOFTBALL, Page 13
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fielder Zed Wilson and left fielder Ethan Dawson had team-high two RBIs. On the mound, Ty Hamilton tossed three and a third innings for
the Bulldogs and didn’t allow a hit; his one run allowed was unearned.

Tuesday, Feb. 24

Tharptown 6, Colbert County 4

Behind 4-2 going into the final two innings at Colbert County, the Wildcats scored four unanswered runs in the sixth and seventh innings to
come from behind and grab a second straight win. In the sixth, Tharptown’s Jackson Knighten scored on a bases-loaded walk by Jacob
Fretwell, and then in the seventh the Wildcats plated three thanks to a passed ball, a balk, and an RBI single by Fretwell. Christopher Fret-
well earned the win for the Wildcats after a five-inning outing that saw him strike out eight batters.

Belgreen 9, East Lawrence 7

Belgreen put up crooked numbers in the fourth, fifth, and sixth innings to propel itself past East Lawrence. The biggest inning was the sixth
when the Bulldogs put four runs past ELHS thanks to an RBI walk and two RBI singles by Easton Mitchell and Zed Wilson. Wilson finished
with a team-high four hits and five RBIs on the day. Braden Hamilton earned the win for BHS tossing five innings while allowing just one
earned run on four hits and striking out five.

Red Bay 10, Covenant Christian 0

Red Bay made quick work of Covenant Christian, run-ruling the Eagles in the fifth inning. The Tigers did most of their scoring in the front
half with three runs plated in the first inning and six in the second. Jeremiah Thorne, who finished with a team-high two RBIs, earned the W
on the mound after pitching three scoreless and striking out seven Eagles. Carson McGee threw two innings in relief to complete the com-
bined shutout.

Phil Campbell 12, Winston County 2

Chandler Benford had a day at the plate for the Bobcats on Tuesday, accounting for five of his team’s 12 runs, including a game-high four
RBIls. Phil Campbell, which outhit Winston County 13-4, put up crooked numbers in all but the first inning to eventually run-rule WCHS in
six innings. Three straight RBI singles in the top of the sixth proved to be decisive in the shortening of the game. Isaac Duboise received
the win after pitching three scoreless innings and striking out four batters.

Russellville 12, Hatton 2

The Golden Tigers run-ruled the Hornets in five innings thanks in large part to an explosive seven-run second inning that put RHS well
ahead going into the last few innings. A few RBI singles by Brayden Hatton, Brayden Entrekin, and Ty Engelthaler, as well as an error and
RBI hit-by-pitch were key to scoring those seven runs in the second. Catcher Tristan Ray also did his fair share with two hits, a team-high
two RBIs, and a walk. Four different Golden Tigers made appearances on the mound, but it was Sam Hamilton who got the most work; he
pitched two innings, allowing two hits while striking out four.

Thursday, Feb. 26
Mobile Christian 10, Russellville 7
After leading 4-2 after two innings, the Golden Tigers surrendered four runs in the fourth and three runs in the sixth.

Friday, Feb. 27

Phil Campbell 7, Haleyville 6

The Bobcats survived a back-and-forth game on the road at Haleyville after coming from 4-0 down. The hosts led 4-0 after three innings,
but Phil Campbell’s bats came alive in the fifth and were able to plate five runs to take a 5-4 lead. PCHS was able to add to it by two runs
in the top of the seventh and then hold onto the lead thanks to a combined pitching effort from Isaac Duboise and Chandler Benford. Miles
Duboise was credited with the win. Benford, with three RBIs on two hits and a run scored, was Phil Campbell’s best bat in the contest.

Colbert Heights 25, Tharptown 0
Tuscaloosa County 12, Russellville 3

Saturday, Feb. 28

Belgreen 4, Smithville 2

Belgreen scored two in the first inning and then added solo runs in the third and fifth innings to brush past Smithville. Leadoff man Colton
Ashton led BHS with three hits and a run scored while Ty Hamilton, Easton Mitchell, and Noah Scott all had an RBI each. Hamilton se-
cured the W on the bump after tossing six innings and allowing just one earned run off five hits. Braden Hamilton collected the save after
striking out three batters in the top of the seventh.

St. Paul’s 10, Russellville 8
Phil Campbell 13, Sulligent 1
Orange Beach 6, Russellville 3
Red Bay 10, Belmont 3
Hackleburg 9, Red Bay 8
Belgreen 12, Meek 2

Phil Campbell 10, Covenant Christian 1
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outing in the circle for RHS, tossing a complete game and striking out 11 Lady Falcons. Bishop also had two RBlIs, as did catcher Erin Grimes.

Phil Campbell 12, Winston County 2

Chandler Benford had a day at the plate for the Bobcats on Tuesday, accounting for five of his team’s 12 runs, including a game-high four
RBIs. Phil Campbell, which outhit Winston County 13-4, put up crooked numbers in all but the first inning to eventually run-rule WCHS in six
innings. Three straight RBI singles in the top of the sixth proved to be decisive in the shortening of the game. Isaac Duboise received the win
after pitching three scoreless innings and striking out four batters.

Wednesday, February 25
Russellville 8, Hatton 1

Thursday, Feb. 26

Tharptown 10, Cherokee 0

Cadence Kennedy pitched a nearly perfect game in Tharptown’s shutout win over the Cherokee Lady Indians. Allowing just one walk, Kennedy
didn’t allow a hit and struck out 10 batters over the course of five innings. She also had a solid day at the plate, going 1-for-3 with an RBI.
Lexi Little and Gabi Johnson led with two hits each and Allie Gann scored a team-high two runs.

Friday, Feb. 27

Vina 11, Covenant Christian 7

After falling behind 6-0 in the bottom of the first inning, the Lady Red Devils responded by scoring 10 unanswered runs in the second through
fifth innings. In the circle for Vina was Lana Bell, who, after taking a beating early, finished the rest of the game strong. Bell tossed all seven
innings, allowing four earned runs on eight hits while striking out four and walking three. Harleigh Ridge was Vina’s top producer at the dish,
going 3-for-4 with an RBI and a walk. Three Lady Red Devils scored two runs and Braxtynn Quinn had two RBIs.

Red Bay 11, Covenant Christian 4

Russellville 12, Mars Hill 0

Russellville’s Taitum Bishop continued her solid week in the circle with a double-digit strikeout performance over four shutout innings against
Mars Hill on Friday. Allowing just two hits, Bishop recorded 10 strikeouts in the circle to go along with her one hit and RBI at the plate. Leadoff
batter Ticelee Gholston and second baseman Sadie Odom also performed well in the blowout win, both batting a perfect 3-for-3. Odom and
Sappington, who went 2-for-3, led the team with three RBIs each.

Red Bay 8, Tremont 7

Tied 6-6 after three innings of play, Red Bay plated two runs in the fourth and final inning and then held on to eke out a win over Tremont.
The Lady Tigers jumped out to a 4-0 lead in the first thanks to RBIs from Kyla Blackburn, Emma Blackburn, and Lexi Medina. However, Tre-
mont was able to cut into the lead and then tie the game up with a four-run bottom of the third. In the top of the fourth, RBHS retook the lead
on a go-ahead, two-run double by Mikayela Jackson to make it 8-6. In the bottom half, pitcher Hadley Griffin, who tossed all four innings, al-
lowed one run but staved off a complete Tremont comeback to earn the win. Griffin finished with three strikeouts and allowed four earned
runs off five hits.

Saturday, Feb. 28
Tishimingo County 10, Vina 0

Phil Campbell 11, Covenant Christian 10

Phil Campbell trailed 10-9 after an explosive first two innings by both squads, but it was the Lady Bobcats who ended up with just a little more
in the tank. PCHS scored solo runs in the third and fourth innings to tie and then win on a walk-off RBI single by Addi James that scored
Mckenzie Kratz. Amyah Hamilton earned the win in the circle after coming in in relief of Shiloh Madden for the final two innings.

Vina 6, Oakman 1

A five-run third inning proved more than enough for Vina to claim victory in a five-inning contest against Oakman. After drawing two walks to
start the third, Vina scored its first run on a dropped third strike. An RBI double by Kenzie Elrod made it 2-0, Lana Bell stole home to make it
3-0 and then Braxtynn Quinn’s RBI single make it 4-0. Vina rounded out the scoring in the inning thanks to an Oakman error. The Lady Red
Devils’ sixth and final run came in the next inning on a groundout RBI by Bell. In the circle, Bell received the win; she allowed just two Oakman
hits and the one run allowed was unearned.

Russellville 10, Brooks 7

Tharptown 5, Berry 0

Belmont 6, Phil Campbell 0

Cordova 6, Tharptown 3

Corinth 8, Vina 1

Tharptown 4, Lynn 3

Tishimingo County 8, Phil Campbell 4

Tharptown 7, Cordova 6
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Russellville’s boys put four past Tharptown, ranked No. 6 in the Class 1A-3A coaches’ poll, to win 4-0.

Russellville’s first goal came early, just over a minute into the contest, when a Tharptown headed clearance away from goal
landed at the feet of sophomore Jose Tristan who hit a right-footed volley from 20 yards out into the left side of Tharptown’s goal.

The Golden Tigers’ second goal of the night in the 12th minute of the match. Taking advantage of an ill-advised back heel pass
by a Tharptown defender, a Golden Tiger attacking player lined up his shot from 25 yards out and curled into into the top left corner
of goal.

The Golden Tigers would take the 2-nil advantage into the second half.

A third Russellville goal came in the 52nd minute. An initial Erik Jacinto shot forced Tharptown goalkeeper into a fantastic save,
but the Wildcats couldn’t clear it out of the box and RHS was able to pounce on the rebound and sneak the ball into the back of
the net.

The last goal of the night came in the 57th minute on a penalty kick. A Tharptown handball foul at the edge of the box sent Tristan
to the penalty spot; the sophomore cooly slotted his PK shot past the Wildcat GK, who guessed the wrong way, into the bottom
left corner.

The victory improved Russellville to 9-3 on the year. Tharptown dropped to 5-2 with the loss.
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Dr. Zaman
Shah

to the practice
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Board certified in Internal Medicine,

YOURSTATUS Dr. Shah is an exceptional physician and
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Send your guest columns, letters to the editor
and other creative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Check us out online at
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Pilgrim’s Is Hiring !

Be Part of Feeding America!

Production wages from $17.50/hr up to $20.25/hr, with

incentive. (Additional $2/hr for Third Shift Differential)

Apply in person at our 2045 Hwy 44, Russellville,
or Apply online at pilgrimsusa.com!
Benefits include: Medical, Dental & Vision Insurance,
Advancement opportunities, 401K Retirement,
,1”‘ Paid Holidaysand Vacations.
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PHIL CAMPBELL BASEBALL
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FEBRUARY 16-21, 2026

The FFP Athlete of the Week for February 16-21 is

Phil Campbell baseball's Jack Owens who, in three games E
against Lamar County, Hackleburg, and Meek, batted .556 with |

3 RBI and 7 runs scored.

The FFP Athlete of the Week for February 23-28 is Russellville !
softball's Taitum Bishop, who helped the Lady Golden Tigers
get off to a 4-1 start last week. In the circle, Bishop went 3-0 E
and recorded a save while striking out 27 batters over 16.2 |
innings pitched. At the plate, she batted .538 with 4 doubles, 2 E

HR, 11 RBIs and 6 runs scored.

RUSSELLVILLE SOFTBALL

TAITUM BISHOP
V/ /Ll

FRANKLIN FREE PRESS

ATHLETE
" WEEK

FEBRUARY 23-28, 2026

Dr. Kelly's 4
Urgent Care

Walk-In visits available.
We are available to screen

and test for COVID-19.

Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. 1-5
13150 Hwy. 43, Suite 10, Russellville

256-331-2092.

Serving your family for more than 30 years.
Family Practice, Pediatrics, Newborn Care.

North Highlan
of Christ Fello




