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Northern Lakes Lightning Sectlon 6A champs in overtlme thrlller

In a heart-pounding show-
down Feb. 26 at the St. Cloud
MAC, the Lightning battled
past Sartell in overtime, se-
curing a 3-2 victory and
punching their ticket forward
in dramatic fashion.

With the game deadlocked
at the end of regulation,
the Lightning refused to let
the moment slip away. In
overtime, they delivered the
decisive goal, sealing the win
and sending players, coaches
and fans into celebration.

The championship ros-
ter includes Samuel Suja,
Waylon Katterhagen, Tristan
Soular, Kyler Rikala, Derek
Berg, Max Raushel, Lucas

Martin, Sutton Sullivan, Bod-
ie Nybakken, Jacob Peterson,
Eli McNevin, Josiah Reier,
Leyton Cable, Huck Balmer,
Landen Cartie, Griffen Han-
nah, Parker Fulton, Damon
John, Nolan Hall and Colton
Vry.

Leading the team are
coaches Thomas Klein and
Brett Reed, who have guided
the Lightning through a hard-
fought season to reach the
section’s top spot.

The journey continues
this week. After press time,
Northern Lakes is set to face
Warroad at Grand Casino
Arena on Wednesday, March
4 at8 p.m.
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After rejected 2025 referendum Aitkin will vote again

Aitkin voters will soon
decide the future of their
schools as the Aitkin Pub-
lic School District #1 seeks
approval of a $55.3 million
investment plan in a special

GREAT SERVICE /S /N OUR NATURE.

We take pride in providing not only fast and reliable Internet but also outstanding
customer service. Our dedicated team members are experts in both residential and
business broadband solutions. They offer personalized service and expertise to ensure
you receive the best possible broadband experience.

election set for Tuesday, April
14. Early voting is already
under way.

The proposal asks residents
to consider funding a new
PreK-6 school to replace

“At nearly 70 years old,
Rippleside Elementary has

nities,” said Superintendent
Dan Stifter. “After careful

aging Rippleside Elementary,
along with improvements to

district transportation facil-
ities and the addition of a
shared gymnasium for school
and community use.

serious health, safety, and
infrastructure problems that
are failing our students and
limiting learning opportu-

planning and listening to the

community, we believe this

plan meets our most urgent
Continued on Page 4

(218) 429-0433
www.mlecmn.net
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Powered by Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative

UNCLAIMED
FREIGHT NORTH

Schedule your first appointment by March 21, 2026 and receive a

FREE Consultation*

INTEGR ATIVE MEDICINE ¢ |[n Person or TeleHealth Access (online health consultation) ® Doctor-grade supplements delivered to your door
Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith ¢ 23 West Main Street, Crosby ® www.askdrsmith.com ¢ (218) 851-9626

|CE HOUSES) &
HUGE INVENTORY

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9-5 & Sun.9-2 + Hwy. 210 West, Aitkin  ([A143 FISHING

218-927- 6446 J UnclalmedFrelghtNorth com

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL

(o], ] SALE UP TO 15%OFF

NEED STORAGE? Stop in Today for a

Quote on a New Garage or Carport!

Features:
Drop Sides, Cargo Box-LI
Back Bench Seat,
Reverse &Horn =

PROPANE AVAILABLE

including for
Motor Homes

ALL SIZES
NOW ON
SALE

3 | ‘

.

TACKLE &
SUPPLIES

POWER RECLINING SOFA $1,399.98

with adjustable headrest

Vern Lewis,
Broker Associate

() 218-838-3041 cel

—

@ vern.lewis@cbcrown.com

If you're thinking about maklng a move,

| am here to help with [ZAJIagel[eElild and

unmatched local market knowledge.

Call or text me today! |
Let's make your real estate
goals a reality this spring.

COLDWELL BANKER
CROWN REALTORS®

2 Third Ave NW

Crosby, MN 56441

vlewis.coldwellbankercrown.com

Early
Evaluation
*Up to 15 Matters!

Minutes

The symptoms and Iong-term eﬂects of
an auto accident can take
years and years to fully appear.

BRACKETS
ARE BUSTED.

...EVERYONE'S
YELLING
AT THE TV.

SLEEP SCHEDULES
ARE QUESTIONABLE.

might as, well make
your: bed amazing’

WE'RE BRINGING THE MAYHEM WITH

RIGHT HERE AT 371 FURNITURE,

SLAM-DUNK DEALS ON MATIRESSES,

DINING SETS, SOFAS, AND RECLINERS.

THE KIND OF COMFORT THAT MAKES YOU FORGET WHO EVEN WON THE LAST GAME.

AP sy

Locally Owned and Operated

371 FURNITURE ‘531 Tocay..
Have It Today!*

& MATTRESS

16413 Highway 371, Brainerd, MN 56401 - 218-828-3020
2 Miles North of Baxter on 371 - www.371furniture.com

371sales@gmail.com - Hours: Monday - Saturday 9-5 and Sunday 11-4
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Brainerd Police Chief John Davis announces April 30 retirement

Brainerd Police Chief John
Davis will retire at the end of
April, stepping down earlier
than planned after learning his
bladder cancer has returned.

Davis announced his de-
cision in a February letter to
the Brainerd City Council.
Council members formal-
ly accepted his resignation
during their meeting Monday,
March 2, and approved an
updated job description for
the police chief position as
the city begins the transition
process.

In his letter, Davis said
he had originally intended
to retire in March 2027 but
chose to move the date for-
ward following the recent
health development. While

Walz, Ellison testify before Congress

Gov. Tim Walz and Attor-
ney General Keith Ellison
testified last week before the
U.S. House Committee on
Oversight and Government
Reform as Republicans ac-
cused Minnesota’s top elect-
ed officials of failing to act
decisively against widespread
fraud in state-administered
federal programs.

Republicans on the panel
alleged Walz and Ellison
stalled efforts to halt pay-
ments to suspected fraudulent
providers, placing political
considerations ahead of pro-
gram integrity. Committee
Chair James Comer and other
GOP members also accused
Walz of misrepresenting
when he first became aware
of fraud tied to Feeding Our
Future and other state pro-
grams.

Lawmakers further noted
that 82 of the 92 individuals
charged so far in the Feeding
Our Future case are Somali
Americans.

The hearing follows the re-
lease of an interim staff report
issued March 4 by the com-
mittee majority. The report
summarizes findings from
an investigation launched in
December 2025 into fraud
within Minnesota’s federally
funded social services pro-

his prognosis remains favor-
able, he expects to undergo
additional treatments in the
coming months.

“After careful consider-
ation, | have decided that it
is in the best interest of my
health, my family, and the
City of Brainerd that | move
my retirement forward,” Davis
wrote, noting his final day of
service will be April 30.

Davis said he has been
working closely with Deputy
Chief Runde to ensure conti-
nuity within the department.

“To ensure a smooth transi-
tion and honoring the coun-
cil's previous preference for
internal succession, | have
been working closely with
Deputy Chief Runde,” he

wrote. “l can state with ab-
solute confidence that he is
prepared and fully capable
of leading this department
should the council choose
him as the next Police Chief.

“It has been a profound
privilege to serve the City of
Brainerd and an honor to lead
the men and women of this
department.”

Davis was appointed chief
in March 2023 following the
retirement of Mike Bestul. He
joined the Brainerd Police
Department as a patrol officer
in 2005 and brings more than
30 years of public safety expe-
rience in Crow Wing County.
His career also includes 13
years as a paramedic with
Crosby Ambulance, North

U.S. House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform.

grams.

According to the report’s
executive summary, senior
officials in the governor’s
office and the attorney gen-
eral’s office were aware of
credible fraud concerns as
early as 2019 within the De-
partment of Human Services
and by April 2020 within the
Department of Education.
The report alleges state agen-
cies had clear authority to
suspend or halt payments to
providers suspected of fraud
but repeatedly failed to do so.

In the case of Feeding Our
Future, the report states that
the Minnesota Department
of Education continued pay-
ments even after identifying
significant program defi-
ciencies. It also asserts that
litigation threats and con-
cerns about accusations of
discrimination — rather than

.@ _A—Z Pr*ecisio_n Pair@:

Anthony Zontelli
Owner/Qperator

218-513-6787
zontelli3201@gmail.com
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Painting and Property Services

Reasonable * Experienced ¢ Reliable

| Turner X Son |

call for
a FREE
Quote

Full Service Snow Removal
Blowing Sidewalks and Drives ¢ Plowing
Snow Blowing * Roof Snow & Ice Removal
Tim Turner 218-866-2349
David Turner 651-242-4796

Serving the Lakes Area

Get on
the list
for Snow
Removal!

- Fluorescent Bulbs

- i;usehold Hazardous Waste

* Free recycling of lead-acid car/marine
batteries - Batteries must be
SEPARATED fr; other waste and
CANNOT bedisposed of in the landfill!

+ Free compost of lawn and garden

material (please separate brush
| anﬂ

hes)

CROW WING

COUNTY
MINNESOTA
.

CROW WINiE COUNTY LANDFILL
Open Monday;- Friday
8am - 4:30pm

The'Following Items are Accepted

- Free oil, oil filter, and antifreeze recycling
at the landfill and several drop-off
locations withing the County. Visit our
webpage for drop off locations:
www.crowwing.gov/recycling

- Demolition materials may be
disposed in the demolition landfill
for afee

- Large appliances, electronics, tires
with or without rims, and scrap
metals can be disposed at the site
for a nominal fee for recycling.

The landfill is open only to residents of Crow

Wing County for recycling and disposal needs.

For, more information,
please call 218-824-1010.

legal barriers — were cited
internally as reasons for al-
lowing payments to continue.
The committee further
contends that federal law
enforcement agencies, in-
cluding the FBI, never direct-
ed state officials to maintain
payments to suspected fraud-
ulent providers, contradicting
previous public statements
from the governor’s office.
The report estimates that
approximately $300 million
in federal child nutrition
funding tied to Feeding Our
Future was lost to fraud. It
also cites U.S. Department
of Justice estimates that as
much as $9 billion in Med-
icaid-related funds across
14 “high-risk” Minnesota
programs may have been lost
or placed at risk since 2018.
Walz and Ellison defend-
ed their records during tes-

Memorial Health Ambulance
and North Memorial Health
Air Care.

Council members ex-

pressed regret in accept-
ing Davis’ resignation and
thanked him for his leader-
ship.

The hiring process is ex-
pected to be completed before
Davis’ departure at the end
of April.

o EOALNOTICE Sy

(Published in NewsHopper
Saturday, Feb. 21, 28, &
Mar. 7, 2026)
TOWNSHIP OF LITTLE
PINE NOTICE OF
ANNUAL MEETING

The annual meeting for the
Township of Little Pine will be
held on Tuesday, March 10,
2026 at 7:00 p.m.

In the case of inclement
weather the meeting will in-
stead be held on Tuesday,
March 17, 2026 at 7:00 p.m.

The meeting will be held at

Emily City Hall

39811 State Highway 6,
Emily, MN 56447

The meeting is also acces-
sible via Zoom

Meeting ID: 780 450 6554
Password: 56447

Dated: February 10, 2026
ABRA HAWLEY
Little Pine Township Clerk
3.6
(Published in NewsHopper
Saturday, March 7, 2026)
NORDLAND TOWN-
SHIP REQUEST FOR

GRAVEL QUOTES

Nordland Township will be
accepting quotes for 5,000
cubic yards of crushed grav-
el with an option to purchase
additional yards to be placed
on town roads during 2026 as
directed by the town board.
Quotes will be accepted until
6:45 p.m. on Thursday March
12th, 2026 at the regular town
board meeting. Please contact
the town clerk at 763-370-
2308 or mathew.nix@gmail.
com for the required quote
forms and job requirements.

Dated: February 27, 2026
MATHEW NIX, Clerk
Nordland Township

3.35

timony, emphasizing the
complexity of administering
large federal programs and
the need to balance due
process protections with
fraud prevention. They have
previously pointed to in-
creased oversight measures
and cooperation with federal
prosecutors following the ex-
posure of Feeding Our Future.
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(Published in NewsHopper
Sat., Feb. 28 & Mar. 7, 2026)
LIBBY TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF AUDIT
The Libby Township Board
of Audit will be held at the Pal-
isade Community Center on
Tuesday, March 10, 2026 at
2:00 p.m.
Dated this 17th day of
February 2026
JANE GRIMSBO JEWETT,
Clerk Libby Township
2.0

(Published in NewsHopper
Saturday, Feb. 28
& Mar. 7, 2026)
WEALTHWOOD
TOWNSHIP CHANGE
OF MEETING NOTICE
Wealthwood Township
Board regular meeting will
be changed to Wednesday,
March 11, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.
due to the Annual Meeting and
Election at 7:00 p.m. on Tues-
day, March 10, 2026.
Dated: February 6, 2026
LINDA WENDLANDT, Clerk
Wealthwood Township
2.4

(Published in NewsHopper
Saturday, Feb. 28
& Mar. 7, 2026)
WEALTHWOOD
TOWNSHIP NOTICE

OF ELECTION AND

ANNUAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given to
the voters of Wealthwood
Township.

The annual election of
Wealthwood Township will be
held at the Wealthwood Town
Hall on Tuesday, March 10,
2026, to elect one Supervisor
for a three (3) year term, and a
special election for one Super-
visor for a one (1) year term.
The polls will be open from 5
p.m. to 8 p.m.

The annual meeting will
convene at 8:15 p.m. to con-
duct all necessary business as
prescribed by law.

In case of inclement weath-
er, the election and meeting
will be postponed until Tues-
day, March 17, 2026.

Dated: February 6, 2026

LINDA WENDLANDT, Clerk

Wealthwood Township
4.5
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with an ad in the
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(Published in NewsHopper
Sat., Feb. 28 & Mar. 7, 2026)
LIBBY TOWNSHIP

ANNUAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given to
the qualified voters of Libby
Township, County of Aitkin,
State of Minnesota, that the
Annual Town Meeting will be
held on Tuesday, March 10th,
2026 at the Palisade Commu-
nity Center. The Annual Meet-
ing will commence at 1:00
p.m. to conduct all necessary
business prescribed by law.
In case of inclement weath-
er, the meeting may be post-
poned until the third Tuesday
in March.

Dated this 17th day of
February 2026
JANE GRIMSBO JEWETT,
Clerk Libby Township
3.3
(Published in NewsHopper
Sat., Feb. 28 & Mar. 7, 2026)

HAZELTON TOWN-
SHIP NOTICE OF 2026

ANNUAL MEETING

AND ELECTION OF

OFFICERS

Notice is hereby given to
the qualified voters of Ha-
zelton Township, County of
Aitkin, State of Minnesota that
the Hazelton Township Annual
Election of Officers and Annual
Town Meeting will be held on
Tuesday, March 10, 2026, at
the Hazelton Townhall.

The Election Poll hours will
be from 1:00pm to 8:00pm at
which time voters will elect:

1 Supervisor - 3 year term

1 Clerk - 2 year term

Vote on question: Whether
to move the town election to
November?

The Annual Meeting will
commence at approximately
8:15pm, following the close of
polls, to conduct all necessary
business prescribed by law.

In case of inclement weath-
er, the meeting and election
may be postponed until the
third Tuesday in March; March
17,2026, at the same time and
location.

The Board of Canvass will
meet following the Annual
Meeting to certify the official
election results.

Dated this 16th day of
February 2026

KAY OLSON,

Clerk Hazelton Township
6.2
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TYKE'S CARPET CASTLE
Hwy. 371 North, Brainerd ¢ 218-829-3878

Open: 9 - 5 Mon. - Sat. or by appointment
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AUTOMOBILES

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast
free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’
programs help veterans find
work or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-
1046. (mcn)

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or
SUV to assist the blind and
visually impaired. Arrange a
swift, nocost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous tax
credit for 2025. Call Heritage
for the Blind Today at 1-855
977-7030 today! (mcn)

NewsHopper™
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N THE CLI-\SSIFIEDS'

AUTOMOBILES HEALTH & MEDICAL . MiscELLANEOUS
Conr. CoONT. CoNnT.

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduction!
Call Veteran Car Donations
at 1-888-429-2331 today!
mcn

HEALTH & MEDICAL

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dentall

insurance -NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with
all the details! 1-855-973-
9175 www.dental50plus.

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility
with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information

kit! Call 844-716-2411. !mcn)

BOLLER PLUMBING
218-820-7232

WATER & FIRE DAMAGE
RESTORATION. Our trusted
professionals will restore
your home to protect your
family and your home’s
value! Call 24/7: 1-833-879-
1480. Mold Remediation
services are also available

NEED NEW FLOORING?
Call today to schedule a
FREE in-home estimate on
Carpeting & Flooring. Call
Today! 1-833-641-6323.
(mcn)

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?
Don’t Accept the insurance
company’s first offer. Many
injured parties are entitled
to cash settlements in the
$1000’s. Get a free evalua-
tion to see what your case
is really worth. 100% Free
Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-
879-1534. (mcn)

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 5-Year

THE BATHROOM OF YOUR
DREAMS in as little as 1 day.
Limited Time Offer - $1000
off or No Payments and
No Interest for 18 months
for customers who qualify.
BCI Bath & Shower. Many
options available. Quality
materials & professional
installation. Senior & Military
Discounts Available. Call
Today! 1-833-618-1178.

BuY
Zoll!

SAFES

NEW AND USED SAFES
FOR SALE -
Safe repair and
locked safes
opened e Heavy
and light duty
gun safes and
vault doors on
hand e High
security safes for
gold and silve
320-360-5431
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SERVICES

GOT JUNK? CALL THE
JUNK REMOVAL EXPERTS
AT 218-833-9664 OR VISIT
US AT elitejunkprosmn.
com FREE ESTIMATES wss

com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

A GREAT place to live and work!

Over 50 Years of Values Based Care,

Serving the Aitkin Community:

Live at Aicota:

¢ Long Term Living
* Assisted Living
* Respite Care

Work at Aicota:

* Social Wellness
* RN/LPN

¢ Short Term Rehab/Recovery

¢ Nursing Assistant (free training)

warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-877-228-5789

“ Attitude - Having fun and
working hard while giving
100% to our residents

+ Respect - Supporting and
understanding that we are
all unique and special

tomorrow than we are today
< Stewardship - Maximizing

we use them to their fullest

Aicota Health Care Center & Assisted Living

< Customer Service - Anticipating
needs and exceeding expectations

# Excellence - Emphasizing quality
and siriving to always be better

precious resources and ensuting

today to schedule a free
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It's a power move. (mcn)

NO MORE CLEANING
OUT GUTTERS. Guaran-
teed! LeafFilter is backed
by a no-clog guarantee and
lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-855-577-
1268 to schedule a FREE
inspection and no obligation
estimate. Plus get 75% off
installation and a bonus
$250 discount! Limited time
only. Restrictions apply, see
representative for warranty
and offer details. (mcn)

Al C OT A 850 2nd Street NW « Aitkin, MN 56431 To Place An Ad
weaLth care center |2 18.927.2164 « www.aicota.com ;Wmne;”sh(;ppemg;
fll" Audien Hearing Donate Your Vehicle

The World’s First Hearing Aids
With Touchscreen Controls.

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.
H Free Pickup & Towing.

| Top Tax Deduction.
Donate Your Vehicle Today

833-937-2503  hem.
www.veterancardonations.org/dnt25 terar t

While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles
due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. Ifyou have any questions, please give us a callat (833) 937-2593.

Call (833) 937-2593 to donate
your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

DISABLED?

We've Helped Thousands
Get Benefits

Contact Us Today
For Free Advice

PIRECTV

Steve Fields
Minnesota Attorney

Long-Term Disability
Short-Term Disability
Social Security Disability

needed.

' FIELDS 218-824-0093 IVS Holdings
mauabil  Www.GetFields.com 866.296.1409
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Stream DIRECTV - {1
no satellite dish |

Service subject to DIRECTV terms and
conditions (see https://www.directv.com/
legal/legal-policy-center/). Available only in

. (excludes Puerto Rico and US.V.L).
Call for details.

DIRECTV DEALER

MICAN

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network "'ewecnass“‘e“”

HAVE YOU USED
hair relaxer and diagnosed with uter-
ine cancer? You may be entitled
to  compensation  Contact  Attor-
ney Charles Johnson 800/535-5727

EMPLOYMENT

NOW HIRING:

HUMAN SERVICES DIRECTOR
Pennington County. Oversee depart-
ment operations, budget, compliance,
and staff. Bachelors required. Salary
$102,170-$134,805. Apply by March 9,
2026: http://co.pennington.mn.us

Statewide
Advertising
ONLY

$279
Call Today!
612/332-8844

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED:

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!
Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data
caps, no throttling. Prices starting at
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you
make the switch. Call 844/453-6983

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In  Tub.
Comprehensive  lifetime ~ warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-

vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off for a
limited time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

GET A BREAK
ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and  visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and secure a generous
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

NEwsHOPPER
Deadlines are Mondays at Noon

DaLe R. Morris, CPA
214 - 1st Ave. NW ¢ Aitkin, MN

218-927-4270
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 am to 5 pm; or by appointment
T

&

Electronic
Tax Filing
Available

lpa En_'
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HE46-8180
DigiKey
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Want more from
where you live?

Join DigiKey in Thief River Falls, Minnesota —
where you can work for a world-class global
company and still see the stars from your backyard.

Best-in-class benefits include:
= Competitive compensation
» The region’s best health plan
* Up to $5,000 sign-on bonus
* Up to $7,500 relocation bonus
= Opportunities for career advancement
= Generous paid time off

Enjoy outdoor recreation, a close-knit community,
and the stability you deserve at DigiKey.

Find your more at
digikeycareers.com

©2026 DigiKey. DigiKey is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Al qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard
o race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, isabilty,or status as a protected veteran.

© © © © 06 0 © 06 0 © 06 0 © © 0 © 0 0 © 0 0 © 0 0 0 0 0 © 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 00 0 00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 60 0 0 ©
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* NewsHorrer Classified Order Form Classified Rates AGd 2 photo for :
° .
Name ) o $12.00 per issue
° 75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum) °
® Address Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad. ®
° Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide printed maximum size) °
e Cily State Zip W ; ble due o iledibl i
o All ads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment. To Figure the Cost of Your Ad co‘:); Ler rr]ﬁis;?:g%rzjsr:ctiagggrrgrungfua(iilo: %Ioei °
. Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it. Number of Words not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail °
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Aitkin 2026 school referendum | Continued from Page 1

needs while offering long-
term value to our taxpayers.”

Voters will see three sepa-
rate questions on the ballot:

¢ Question One proposes a
$49.79 million investment to
replace Rippleside Elementa-
ry school with a new PreK-6

building.

* Question Two proposes
a $3.19 million investment

to replace the bus garage
located near the railroad
tracks and improve storage
space of district vehicles and
equipment.

¢ Question Three proposes
a $2.325 million investment
to build an additional gym-
nasium attached to the new
PreK-6 school for school and
community use.

A similar proposal was
narrowly rejected by voters
in November 2025. In the
months since, district lead-
ers worked with community
members, engineers and ar-
chitects to refine the plan. By
scaling back square footage
for the school, gym and bus
storage areas, officials say the
estimated annual tax impact

of the April referendum is 33
percent lower than last fall’s
proposal.

“This referendum is an
important community deci-
sion about the future of our
schools and community,”
said School Board Chair
Cindi Hills. “We know our
residents have questions,
and we are committed to

providing clear answers so
they can make an informed
choice when they vote.”
Residents have three op-
tions for casting their ballots:
e Early in-person voting is
available at the Aitkin County
Auditor’s Office, 307 Second
Street NW in Aitkin, Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. through April 13.

www.NewsHopper.net

e Early voting by mail is
available by requesting an
absentee ballot and returning
it before Election Day.

e Election Day voting will
take place from 7 a.m. to 8
p.m. Tuesday, April 14, at
the Aitkin Public Library, 110
First Ave. NE.

More information about
the referendum — including
detailed project plans, a
property tax calculator, fre-
quently asked questions and
voting details — is available

Sorensen-Root-Thompson McGregor Funeral Home

Koop Funeral Home

Funeral Home & Cremation Services
Aitkin, MN
218-927-2614

& Cremation Services

Directors: Jason Brezinsky

www.srtfunerval.com

McGregor, MN
218-768-3136

32 East Main St., P.O. Box 7 * Crosby, MN 56441
Mary & Nick Zillmer, Owners/Directors

e Traditional, Graveside &

Memorial Funerals
¢ Cremation Service

* Pre-arrangement Plans

Cuyuna Range & Surrounding

* Out-of-town Arrangements
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Thursdays 4PM-8PM Saturdays 4PM-8PM

All You Can Eat** (Broa/sted Gﬁwkab 6&66’8 GP(L‘M.CC

Your choice of white or dark meat. uner ecia e
Served with mashed potatoes & gravy, @ Sp
Sundays 9AM-Noon

seasonal vegetable,
coleslaw & a dinner roll $19
Crepe Bar
Crepe's filled with your choice o

Peach, Strawberry or
Blueberry compote. $4/each

Fridays 5pM-8PM

All You Can Eat** (TUSFL (ﬁ"y
Served with coleslaw, french fries,
seasonal vegetable & a dinner roll $21

(**No to go containers for reorders on AYCE specials*¥)

ruttgersretail.com

The Garage WWinter Hours
Monday - Saturday
9 a.m.-5p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

POOL OPEN _
Front Desk/ Lobby Shop/ Pool Hours
Sunday-Wednesday 7 am.-8 pm. ~ _<

~ . Thursday-Saturday 7 a.m.-10 p.m. o

Call 218-678-2885 to BOOK A FUN POOL PARTY

; ’ o - . . the Front Desk
. foryour kids, friends, or family celebrations.

% , v T g o [ P
¢ . 2Indoor Pickleball Courts

P Sunday-Wednesday 7 a.m.- 8 p.m.

Thursday-Saturday 7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

Call 218-678-2885 to reserve.

OB

Bay Lake

SALON & SPA
at?ﬁyz@/

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
or by Appointment Call 218-678-4667

ruttgers.com/spa - 17455 Old Hwy. 6, Deerwood

Upcoming Events:

Mark Your Calendars for Our Annual Job Fair
March 28 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. in the ballroom.

Easter Weekend April 4-5

Poke the Bear Maple Tap Weekend April 10-12

Pool Punch Passes
available for purchase at

/ . )

s & Bear Pine Bar £
Ruby Ry’
Qinter Hours: Thursdays 4-8 p.m., e
Fridays 11 a.m.-8p.m., Saturdays 8 a.m.-8p.m.,

& Sundays 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
BHapD U H oty

Thursday & Friday 4 p.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday 1 p.m.-4 p.m.
Sunday 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

Y, price glasses of wine
$4 draft beer
$4 well drinks
Y, price build your own pizzas
$5 off buckets of broasted chicken
Y, price appetizers

m $19 House biend patty of ground lamb and corned beef. Swiss
cheese, sauerkraut, bell peppers & Irish mustard sauce. Served with fries or chips.

MM.SIS French fries covered in Guinness onion gravy,

cheese curds, seasoned ground lamb & sauerkraut.

WEEKEND DRINK SPECIALS

E Potof; Jold Blosdy Margso 1~ ™
= Gireen Orafjt Beer $4. - Guoinmess s — L
$9

Jameson Irish whiskey, Blue Curacao, pineapple juice, lime garnish

MW% Northland Vodka, Midori, Lemonade, Club Soda & Lime
%O’ *MM% Blue Curacao, 0J, sparkling wine

DINNER Friday & Saturday 4-8 p.m.

W%MG Served with a dinner roll and soup of the day
or salad with your choice of dressing

$23 served with a dinner roll and soup of the day or

salad with your choice of dressing Vg \
BREAKFAST Saturday 8-11 a.m. & Sunday 9 a.m.-3 p.m. &\‘ :
. e
M%ﬂs All you can eat, buttermilk pancakes with mint &

chocolate chips. Served with one serving of your choice of bacon or sausage.

WBMM Spinach & Parmesan scrambled eggs, grilled ham,

hashbrowns & choice of toast.

W“MQB House corned beef, peppers, onions and baby red
potatoes, two eggs your way and choice of toast.

SUNDAY ONLY 9 a.m.-12 p.m.

$4 Peanut butter & caramelized banana,
Nutella & Fluff, strawberry & blueberry

25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood
218-678-2885 - ruttgers.com
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