
‘NATIONAL
NIGHT OUT’ 
SET FOR AUGUST
4 IN ALMADEN
VALLEY – PAGE 5

GOT PESTS? HERE
ARE SOME ECO-
FRIENDLY WAYS TO
FIGHT THEM IN THE
GARDEN – PAGE 17

SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ALMADENTIMES.COM

JULY 31–AUGUST 13, 2015 VOL. 28, NO. 15

MAYOR LICCARDO, 
COUNCILMEMBER KHAMIS
CELEBRATE EXTENDED
LIBRARY HOURS WITH
'STORY TIME' – PAGE 4

SEE OUR LISTINGS OF LOCAL PLACES OF WORSHIP AND HOME IMPROVEMENT ADVERTISEMENTS INSIDE THE BACK COVER

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

The Almaden Valley Women’s Club
(AVWC) was founded in 1965 to stim-
ulate interest in the social, civic, and

cultural improvement of the community.
Fifty years later, they are still going strong.

“Fifty years is a long time, and I’m super
proud,” says AVWC President Dawn
Clarkson. “It’s about building relationships
and partnering with the community. Our
club was started by women who wanted to
do that, so they bought a piano for migrant
workers.”

Clarkson, who has been a member for
about 12 years, joined AVWC because she
wanted to volunteer in the Almaden Art & 

See AVWC, page 16

Almaden Valley Women’s Club celebrates
50 years of giving to the community

AVWC Board of Directors (counterclockwise from
bottom left): President - Dawn Clarkson,
Secretary - Nicole Gittleson, VP Membership -
Denise Myrick, VP Programs - Brittney Weinerth,
Treasurer - Carina Beal, VP Fundraising - Carina
Armann. Photo courtesy of AVWC

By William Bellou
Publisher 

San Jose Police Chief Larry Esquivel
will retire effective early next year after
30 years of service to the

San Jose Police Department.
Esquivel, who has served as

police chief since January 2013,
said he will forever be thankful for
the loyal support given to him and
his department.

“It’s been an incredible journey
over the past three decades, and I
couldn’t imagine being anywhere
else but here as a member of San
Jose Police Department,” said
Esquivel.

Esquivel, who faced many challenges dur-
ing his career, was promoted to sergeant in
1997, lieutenant in 2005, and captain in 2010

when he served as Foothill Division
Commander. He became a deputy chief in
2011 and was appointed Acting Chief of
Police upon the retirement of former Chief

Chris Moore in January 2013. He
was officially confirmed as Chief
of Police in December 2013.

“It has been an honor to serve
and protect while wearing this
badge, and I will forever be thank-
ful for the support given to this
department and me,” said Esqui-
vel. “We have incredibly talented
men and women at SJPD that we
can be extremely proud of.”

Esquivel said that he believes
that its time for the next genera-

tion to lead, which he believes will open up
leadership opportunities for others.” I’m

See POLICE CHIEF, page 5

SJPD Chief Larry Esquivel to retire 

AVWC received a commendation from the City of San Jose. (Pictured, l to r):  Former mayor Chuck Reed, former councilmember Pat Dando, Councilmember Johnny Khamis, Dawn Clarkson
AVWC President, Carina Beal, Lauren Wilson, Nicole Gittleson, Brittney Weinerth, Cynthia Rosas, Krystal Woodworth, Ellen Abate, Yvette Fodor-Walsh, Christina Bullard, Bonnie George,
Linda Stone, Mia Burnham, Robin Slawinsky, Kathy Reinig, Kennedy Wong, Denise Myrick and Wendy Banas. Photo courtesy of AVWC

HONORING A HALF CENTURY OF SERVICE

Esquivel

www.almadentimes.com
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1260 Olive Branch Lane
in Desirable Almaden Valley

Great opportunity to live in the heart of the
Almaden Country Club!  Charming home with a
beautiful setting and mostly single-story floor plan.
Large windows with lots of windows and natural
light. Large family room with vaulted ceiling, fire-
place and views towards downtown San Jose. 

Enjoy the convenient and private side deck
adjoining  kitchen and breakfast nook. Formal
dining overlooking expansive backyard. Central
air conditioning. Top Almaden schools:  Williams,
Bret Harte, Leland. Offered at $1,300,000.

Ju
st 

Lis
ted

1499 Montellano Drive in
Desirable Almaden Valley
Must see!  Wonderful, much loved five bed-

room home in popular Montevideo neighbor-
hood.  Remodeled kitchen with stainless steel
appliances, granite counters, recessed lights and
custom cabinetry. Dual pane windows, copper
piping, hardwoods floors and new carpeting.
Huge park-like backyard. Walk to outstanding

Guadalupe Elementary School and neighbor-
hood cabana club.  Offered at $1,283,000.   

Ju
st 

Lis
ted

www.margaretyost.com
www.davidyost.com
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San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo
and Almaden Councilmem-
ber District 10 Johnny

Khamis celebrated extended San
Jose Library hours with a special
story time at the Almaden Library
on July 16.

After a special puppet show for
the kids, Liccardo and Khamis
both read a book to children 3-5
years old at a special "Celebrate
Story Time" at the library.

Khamis read a book he authored
called "Costi and the Raindrop
Adventure." Khamis wrote the
book to appeal to four-to-eight
year old readers and parents who
want to begin educating their chil-
dren about science and nature. The
book is filled with colorful scenes
and action-packed adventure and
is full of animals and adventure
which captures the imagination of
both children and parents.

Liccardo read the book "How
Do Dinosaurs Say Goodnight?"
It's an entertaining book teaching
good bedtime behavior combined
with children's fascination with
dinosaurs and Mark Teague's irre-
sistible, humorous illustrations.
The first half of the book shows
dinosaurs acting up at bedtime and
the second part shows dinosaurs
saying goodnight nicely.

Voters extend library hours
with Measure B 

Four years ago, during the Great
Recession, library services were
slashed to four days a week, with
half of the branches closed on
Saturdays.

Voters overwhelmingly approved
Measure B last year - which

renewed for 25 years a city library
parcel tax that was originally
approved in 2004 and was set to
expire in 2015.

Mayor Liccardo, as part of the
March Budget message, recom-
mended restoring funding for San
Jose's Libraries to open six days a
week.

All 23 branch libraries are now
open six days a week, including
Saturdays, providing a safe learn-
ing environment for thousands of
people.

On July 11, all 23 San Jose pub-
lic library branches were open,
with nearly 17,000 visitors.

Fireworks pose
unneccessary risk
Editor,

President John Adams said,
"Honor your nation's independ-
ence in the best way that you
know how."

Looking down from above, he
must have had a very big smile
on his face as he viewed the
Fourth of July Parades giving
recognition to deserving veter-
ans, individuals, and organiza-
tions in cities and towns across
this great nation.

Suddenly, that broad smile

must have changed to a wide-
eyed look of horror on his face
when he looked down and saw
the needless deaths; injuries; loss
of eyesight, fingers, and limbs;
house fires; forest fires; grass
fires; explosions; toxic waste, and
pollutions caused by fireworks.

It's time for the President of
the United States, the Surgeon
General, the National

Association of Fire Chiefs, the
National Association of Police
Chiefs, the Sierra Club, the
Humane Society of the United
States, and other responsible
national and local organizations
to mount an educational cam-
paign that could be entitled,
"PARADES, YES; FIRE-
WORKS, NO!"

Thomas Roy Harney
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ValleyCurrents
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Liccardo, Khamis celebrate extended library hours with 'Story Time'

San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo (left) and Almaden District 10 Councilmember Johnny Khamis celebrated extended San Jose Library hours with a special story time
at the Almaden Library on July 16. Liccardo read from “How do Dinosaurs Say Goodnight?” while Khamis read from “Costi and the Raindrop Adventure.”

Almaden Hills church hosting backpack
drive for National Night Out Aug 4

Almaden Hills United Methodist Church will be providing back-
packs stuffed with school supplies to students in the Hoffman-
Via Monte area on National Night Out on August 4.

According to church officials, the backpacks will be stuffed with
school supplies. Congregants will stay after serv-
ices on Aug. 2 to help fill the backpacks. 

The church is seeking financial donations for
the backpack program; checks should be made
out to AHUMC with "backpack" as a note. 

To volunteer, contact Bruce Eshleman at
bruceeshleman@yahoo.com or (408) 267-3314.
The church is located at 1200 Blossom Hill Road,
San Jose, CA 95118. Phone: (408) 269-2345.

mailto:bruceeshleman@yahoo.com
mailto:williamb@timesmediainc.com
mailto:brigitte@timesmediainc.com
mailto:steve@timesmediainc.com
mailto:graphics@timesmediainc.com
mailto:editorial@timesmediainc.com
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Times Community News

MARK, MADELINE

& JENNIFER CHIAVETTA

WE PUT THE “FULL” IN FULL SERVICE!
MMaarrkk’’ss  MMoobbiillee::  440088..442255..22884488            MMaaddeelliinnee’’ss  MMoobbiillee::  440088..550066..55339933
EEmmaaiill::  iinnffoo@@tthheecchhiiaavveettttaass..ccoomm    WWeebbppaaggee::  wwwwww..tthheecchhiiaavveettttaass..ccoomm

410  N.  Santa  Cruz  Avenue  -  Los  Gatos,  CA  95030

Coldwell Banker 
International Presidents

Premier, Top 1%

1129 Valley Quail Circle
This 4 bedroom 3 bath home is perfect for 

entertaining or a growing family. Spacious, open
and bright with designer touches throughout.
This home offers 3,026 square feet of living

space on a 8,052 square foot lot.
Offered at $1,750,000

Open Sat. & Sun. 1:30-4:30

Police Chief
Continued from page 1

confident we’re now on the right
path toward stability and growth
under our current leadership teams,
and I know I’m leaving our depart-
ment in very capable hands,” said
Esquivel.

For the past three
decades Chief Esquivel
has served in almost
every function of law
enforcement as he was
promoted through the
SJPD ranks. He was
hired as a police reserve
officer in 1984 and was
appointed as a sworn
police officer in January
1986. Over his career he has worked
in patrol, narcotics enforcement,
Special Operations - MERGE Unit,
investigations, field training, inter-
nal affairs, and administration.

“Chief Esquivel’s strong leader-
ship and commitment to collabora-
tion has steered our police depart-
ment to keep our residents safe —
with the lowest rate of violent crime
of any major city in America during
some very difficult years for a work-
force that lost hundreds of officers,”
said San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo.

“He will be missed. I congratulate
and thank Larry for his long, suc-
cessful career in service to the peo-
ple of San Jose,” said Liccardo.

“The past several years have been
among the most challenging in the
Department’s history, and Chief
Esquivel has provided strong and
collaborative leadership to guide the
men and women who serve and pro-
tect our community and to achieve
greater stability for the Department
in the face of daunting difficulties,”

said City Manager
Norberto Dueas.

“Throughout his career
and the many years I’ve
known him, Larry has
served as an excellent role
model in the department,
and he has earned the
respect and trust from his
fellow officers and our
community while he
opened productive com-

munications channels, encouraged
new ideas, and inspired top per-
formance.”

Dueas announced that he will
name Assistant Chief Eddie Garcia
to serve as Interim Chief after
Esquivel steps down next January.
Chief Garcia has served with the
Department since 1992, and he has
been Assistant Chief since January
2013.

“I’m confident both Larry and
Eddie and their management team
will continue to provide stability,
continuity, and effective leadership
to guide the department effectively
during this transition,” said Dueas.

Garcia

By William Bellou
Publisher

Almaden neighborhoods are preparing for
this year’s Annual National Night Out
which takes place on Tuesday, August 4.

The 32nd National Night Out is a crime and
drug prevention event that is sponsored nationally
by the National Association of Town Watch and
co-sponsored locally by the San Jose Police
Department.

Several neighborhoods will be hosting a variety
of events ranging from small potlucks and BBQ’s
to large block parties. Some additional event ideas
include ice cream socials, disaster preparedness,
games, and contests.

“If you haven’t experienced a National Night
Out event, you’re missing a fun time,” said Johnny
Khamis, District 10 Councilmember. “I’ve had the
privilege of visiting several National Night Out
events and I’ve met some fantastic neighbors – all
involved in making our local neighborhoods safer
by getting to know each other a little better,” he
said.

National Night Out gatherings include long
tables of homemade potluck dishes, and small
gatherings in a driveway with take-out pizza in the
newest and oldest subdivisions.

This year more than 38 million people across the
country are expected to participate.

National Night Out is designed to:
Heighten crime and drug prevention aware-

ness
Generate support for, and participation in,

local anti-crime prevention efforts
Strengthen neighborhood spirit and

police/community partnerships
Send a message to criminals that neighbor-

hoods are organized and fighting back
“No two National Night Out events are alike,

but they all seek to accomplish the same goal – to
promote police-community partnerships and
neighborhood camaraderie to make our neighbor-
hoods a safer and better place to live by looking
out for one another,” said Khamis.

Neighborly fun was evident for the Almaden residents
that live on the Mallard Ridge streets at their National
Night Out celebration in 2014. Photo by Shane Patrick
Connolly

‘National Night Out’ set for August 4 in Almaden Valley

mailto:info@thechiavettas.com
http://www.thechiavettas.com
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Times Community News

The Santa Clara County water savings
numbers for June are encouraging.
The Water District reports that resi-

dents and businesses used 35 percent less
water in June 2015 than they did in June
2013.

The Santa Clara Valley Water District
board of directors set the 30 percent target
in March, based on local conditions – how
much groundwater we had left after the
“winter season” and how much imported
and local reservoir water we have to replen-
ish it. They also called for a limit on water-
ing landscapes to no more than two days per
week.

Local water providers, both public and pri-
vate, also adopted the 2-day-a-week watering
limit, with a schedule that allows those with
odd-numbered street addresses to water on
Mondays and Thursdays and those with
even-numbered addresses to water Tuesdays
and Fridays. This limit, as well as increased
media attention and public outreach, is help-
ing us continue on our positive trajectory.

At a news conference today, water district
officials, as well as elected officials and staff
from cities and water providers around the
county, thanked residents and businesses for
their hard work in cutting back on their

water usage, and urged them to continue,
especially during these warm summer
months.

“I want to say thank you to everyone
who is doing their part,”said water district
director Richard P. Santos. “We are all in
this together, and your efforts to save water
will help our whole community, he said. “I
also want to thank our local water
providers, each of our cities and the county,
who have worked with us to spread the mes-
sage of conservation and achieve this
impressive number.”

Santos said although there is talk of a
strong El Niño this winter, there is no guar-
antee that it will bring rain or snow to
Northern California. “Even if it does, we
still will be short of the amount of water we
need to make up for what we have already
used, and to replenish our precious ground-
water basins,” said Santos.

According to water officials, putting
water back into our aquifers helps not just
with the water supply, but guards against
subsidence, or the sinking of land, which
can cause costly damage to infrastructure,
leave communities more susceptible to
flooding and allow salt water to enter into
our drinking water supply.

June water savings show positive trend

Mary Kelly has been
elected president
of Almaden Super

Lions, an international
service organization that
prioritizes eye health.

Almaden Super Lions are
currently completing a Back
Pack Project for elementary
kids and planning their
Miniature Golf Fundraising
event which is being held on
September 17 at Golfland
on Blossom Hill Rd. Funds
from the Miniature Golf
event pay for eyeglasses
for students and low
income adults as well as back packs and
other community service projects.

Super Lions began in 1917 and is working
on its 100 year birthday celebration. The
International organization has a member-

ship more than 1.4 million.
Editor’s note: Almaden Super Lions meet

every Wednesday morning at 7 am at Denny’s at
1140 Hillsdale. For membership information call
John at (408) 910-6597.

Mary Kelly new president of Super Lions

www.umunhum.net/times
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Times Features

Carol’s 2015 Almaden Valley Sales
1088 Seth Court, 95120

Call Carol for 
all your real estate

needs at 
408-209-7809

If you are thinking of 
buying or selling call Carol
today to talk real estate!

SSOO
LLDD

7028 Burnside, 95120

SSOO
LLDD

762 Seawood Way, 95120

SSOO
LLDD

SSOO
LLDD

23505 Alamitos Road, 95120

SSOO
LLDD

20189 Via Santa Teresa, 95120

Ateam of high school students and
youth leaders are trying to help
reduce the number of children

involved in human trafficking. The organiza-
tion, called “Breaking the Bonds,” was
founded this year by high school student
Rhea Basarkar.

“In many parts of the world, the violation
of children’s human rights through labor traf-
ficking, street exploitation, and sex traffick-
ing are common and accepted,” explained
Basarkar. “Globally, 5.5 million children are
trafficked and exploited for labor and/or
commercial sex annually.”

The organization’s goal is to aid in the
reduction of the number of children involved
in these practices as well as help those kids
who are recovering. “We feel that all children
should grow in an environment where they
can be educated and safe, said Basarkar.

Basarkar said she was inspired to start the
organization when she experienced an inci-
dent that happened to her five years ago.
“We were visiting India when I was 10, and
a little boy, maybe 12 at the time came to my
dad and asked him for money, said Basarkar.
“My dad shook his head to say no, but I can
still remember the look of sadness and hope-
lessness on the boy’s face.”

Basarkar said she revisited the memory of
her dad speaking to the boy five years later.
“My dad told me that the boy was probably
involved in street exploitation, where people
abduct kids from villages and force them to
beg in the cities,” she said. “To this day, I
don’t know who the boy was or if he even

was involved in these practices, but it really
sparked something in me to give back and
contribute for these kids, who are not as for-
tunate as I am.”

“Breaking the Bonds” had a fund raising
event last month which included a bake sale.
The proceeds will be going to a local shelter
in India called Don Bosco Navajeevan.
(www.dbnjhyd.org), a shelter and rehabilita-
tion center for street exploited children and
child laborers.

For more information, visit Breaking Bonds’
website: breakingthebonds.org. Instagram:
@breakingthebonds, Twitter: @BTB world .
Email: breakingthebonds10@gmail.com

Breaking the Bonds organization team (left to right) Rebecca Koshi, founder Rhea Basarkar, Rachel
Dunkley, and Julian Sanghvi hosted a bake sale to benefit a local shelter.

‘Breaking the Bonds’ organization to curb human trafficking; founded by high school student 

Times
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Work!
Call now to place your ad by phone: 

(408) 494-7000 x225

Please
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http://www.dbnjhyd.org
mailto:breakingthebonds10@gmail.com
www.camillihomes.com
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SAN JOSE ALMADEN
1096 BLOSSOM HILL ROAD, SUITE 200   408.448.4488

ALMADEN VALLEY $4,200,000
6 BR 7.5 BA Spectacular Newer Construction! Exquisitely Finished.
Nothing compares to the commanding presence of this luxury home.
Beautiful Views!
Margaret Yost & David Yost, CalBRE #00947936 & 01450671 
408-445-5133 & 408-757-9678

ALMADEN VALLEY $1,300,000
3 BR 2.5 BA Beautiful Almaden Country Club!
Margaret Yost & David Yost, 
CalBRE #00947936 & 01450671 
408-445-5133 & 408-757-9678

ALMADEN VALLEY $1,283,000
5 BR 3 BA Wonderful, much loved home with huge lot and per-
fect location. Absolutely terrific neighborhood with swim club
and community activities
Margaret Yost & David Yost, CalBRE #00947936 & 01450671
408-445-5133 & 408-757-9678

BLOSSOM VALLEY $899,000
4 BR 2.5 BA Lovely desirable home in Thousand Oaks. Bright &
airy floorplan. Freshly painted inside & out. Close to parks, shop-
ping, & freeways!
Ann Sorger, CalBRE #00705815 
408-644-4995

BLOSSOM VALLEY $898,000
3 BR 2 BA Gorgeous Thousand Oaks Home located on One of the
Best Streets in the Neighborhood! This Home is Perfect for
Entertaining!
Julie Tornincasa, CalBRE #01788808 
408-205-3152

SANTA TERESA $838,000
4 BR 2.5 BA Attractive Basking Ridge home with ideal floorplan!
Open family and dining room with high ceilings. Professionally
landscaped backyard
Margaret Yost & David Yost, CalBRE #00947936 & 01450671
408-445-5133 & 408-757-9678

www.californiamoves.com
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Times Feature

Expires 8/30/15

By Donald J. DeVries
Special to the Times

This week’s question:
My husband and I have three children,

ages 12, 10, and 6. We are
thinking about drawing up
some papers so that our chil-
dren are cared for by a
guardian just in case something
happens to us. Do you have
any ideas on just what to
include?

Susan S.
Almaden Valley

Dear Susan:
It is a very good idea to have

some papers drawn up for a
guardianship, just in case
something happens to you and
your husband. In fact, I think
it is very, very important. And
many couples just do not seem
to get this done.

You will want to see your
own attorney about this topic,
since it clearly calls for legal advice.

You would call your document
“Nomination of Guardians of Our Minor
Children”, or something close to that.

Of course, you will need to name a person
as Guardian or perhaps a cou-
ple as Co-guardians to serve as
guardian if you and your hus-
band are not with us any longer.
That person or couple would in
effect raise your children if it
became necessary. It would be
good to secure their OK to serve
in that capacity ahead of time.

Your Nomination of
Guardians would state your
family information. It would,
of course, state the names of
guardians. (No prior experi-
ence is necessary, but stability
and common sense are.)

You would probably provide
that if it is a couple that the survivor of them
would serve alone. The Superior Court
would have jurisdiction over the children, but
it is a rare case where your “Nomination”
would not be followed by the Court.

The Guardian would have physical and
legal custody of your children. The
Guardian would also have the right and
responsibility to make all decisions relating
to the health, education, maintenance, sup-
port, and welfare of your minor children.

You would want to make it clear that the
cost of raising the children, including health
insurance, would come from your funds and
not out of the Guardian’s pocket. This needs
to be made very clear from the outset.

I would state that it is my wish that the
children remain residents of California, but
that the Guardian may move the children to
a different state if necessary.

It would also be good to state that frequent
and continuing association between your
children and both your families is in the best
interests of your children. Also, I would state
that the Guardian shall encourage visits by
your children’s relatives.

As the children become older, their physi-
cal custody may be shared among family
members, and I would so state. Your family
and the Guardian’s family should be allowed
to communicate with your children, and your
children should be allowed reasonable oppor-

tunity to communicate and visit with their
relatives.

It would also be good to provide that the
statement of your wishes concerning the rais-

ing of your children and their
contacts with the two families is
not intended to, and shall not,
create legal rights in the two
families.

I would also include a state-
ment to the effect that the
Guardian is encouraged to con-
sult with your family on materi-
al matters affecting the health,
support, education, and welfare
of your children, taking into
account the best interests of the
children, and where possible,
the children’s desires and your
desires for the children.

Situations where such consul-
tation may be appropriate are
undergoing non-emergency
medical treatment for serious ill-
ness or injury, obtaining ortho-
dontic care, obtaining psycho-

logical counseling or treatment, becoming
involved in court actions, obtaining a driver’s
license, entering into legal contracts, and
changing schools, quitting school, or obtain-
ing special education.

I would also have a provision to the effect
that the Guardian is encouraged to provide
religious training for your children, similar to
what has been practiced in your home.

You would also be wise to have alternate
guardian or co-guardians names listed just in
case something happens to your first choice.

You would also want to state that any prior
nominations of guardian are rescinded or
canceled, so as to cover any prior wills or
trusts that you and/or your husband may
have signed. This is easy to overlook.

Your document would waive the require-
ment for the posting of any bond. This is some-
thing like an insurance policy that may not be
needed in that situation, thus saving some cost.

At the end of the document you would be
signing a Declaration under penalty of per-
jury that the document is true and correct.

So, there you have some guidelines, Susan,
just in case it becomes necessary. Again, this
is a very important topic.

Donald J. DeVries 
Almaden Valley
You can reach Mr. DeVries with your questions

by email at don@almadenvalleylawyers.com,
with “Almaden Times” in the subject line, fax at
(408)268-6502, telephone at (408)268-9500, or
mail at DeVries Law Office at 6475 Camden
Avenue, Suite 200, San Jose, CA 95120. Your
name will not be used. No attorney-client relation-
ship is created by these articles.

Ask The
Lawyer
Donald J. DeVries,
Attorney at Law

For past articles, 
visit our web site at

www.almadenvalleylawyers.com

Guidelines for your children’s guardian, just in case

It is a very good idea to have some papers drawn up for a
guardianship, just in case something happens to the parents.

http://www.almadenvalleylawyers.com
mailto:don@almadenvalleylawyers.com
www.caspianvillage.com
www.almadenlawgroup.com
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Drones and wildfires: helpful or dangerous?

Call to schedule 
your tour!

1081 Foxworthy Avenue, 
San Jose, CA 95118
(408) 265-7380
M-F 6:30 am - 6:30 pm
www.Kindercare.com

By Debbie Miley
Special to the Times

There has been much discussion about
how drones might be used to help in
the fight against wildfire, but no one

saw the potential for extreme danger that
recreational drones might pose to firefighters.

As the use of recreational drones expands,
how to regulate their usage in situation like
this will need to be dealt with. The Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) has recently
stated that people that operate drones illegally
could be fined but there has been a lot of con-
troversy by those that want to use drones in
commerce. The FAA has put a temporary
flight restriction around wildfires. If the
owner of the drone is contacted by the FAA
and continues to operate it in an unsafe man-
ner, they could face fines anywhere from
$1,000 to $25,000.

As we heard during the North Fire last
week in Los Angeles, the agencies were
unable to dispatch water drops over the cars
on fire on the Freeway that day for at least 20
minutes due to recreational drones flying over
the scene trying to obtain that “one great
video.”

As an organization that represents over
10,000 boots-on-the-ground firefighters dur-
ing the height of wildfire season, the National
Wildfire Suppression Association is con-
cerned about the issue of recreational drones
because our number one priority is keeping
people safe.

Not only is the danger to the folks flying

those air tankers and helicopters, but also the
responders on the grounds who are working
to extinguish the flames. Aviation resources
provide valuable support to the emergency
personnel on the ground in a wildfire, and it is
a strategically coordinated effort. Therefore, if
these drones put a cog in the wheel, they are
also putting the lives of the folks on the
ground at risk, as those responders are
depending on water or retardant drops.

“If a drone is detected flying over or near a
wildfire, we will stop air tankers from drop-
ping fire retardant; helicopters from dropping
water; and other aerial firefighting aircraft
from performing wildfire suppression mis-
sions. We stay stopped, until we can confirm
that the drone has left the area, and we are
confident it won’t return,” said Steve Gage, a
Forest Service Representative from the
National Interagency Fire Center in Boise,
ID.

The same scenario is true for wildland fire-
fighters battling any fire, if an incident
occurred where there was an entrapment on
the ground, and aviation water/retardant
drops could save those firefighters from death.
Let us hope that a recreational drone is not
getting that one great shot at the sake of the
lives of our firefighters.

Is that one great video worth risking lives?
Debbie Miley is the Executive Director of the

National Wildfire Suppression Association
(NWSA), a non-profit association that represents
approximately 250 members in 25 states through-
out the U.S.

http://www.Kindercare.com
www.almadenvalleylawyers.com


By William L. Schachte, Jr.
Special to the Times

The United States is closer
than ever to fulfilling the
vision of our Founding

Fathers. By achieving energy inde-
pendence, we can achieve freedom
from foreign influence.

Yet on the basis of alarmist
claims, the Obama administration
is balking on two key elements of
this new energy security: hydraulic
fracturing — or fracking — and off-
shore drilling on the Atlantic Outer
Continental Shelf.

By doing so, the administration
is proving itself unworthy of the
legacy and pioneering spirit of our
nation’s forefathers.

America’s founders took huge
risks when they crossed the
Atlantic Ocean in search of a better
life — and they took an ever bigger
risk when they declared independ-
ence from an oppressive and very
powerful king. They were bold and
intrepid, and their indomitable
spirit led to the founding of a great
nation.

Were they alive today, our forefa-
thers would be ashamed to see the
cowardly reluctance to embrace
fracking and offshore drilling —
despite the proven safety of both
and the clear economic and nation-
al security benefits.

Environmental activists have
trumpeted the supposed risks of
these techniques. Critics assert that
they risk air and water quality, and
endanger workers, local communi-
ties, and wildlife.

But these claims are baseless.
A recent report from the

Environmental Protection Agency
concluded that fracking poses no
risk to drinking water. Studies from
the Department of Energy and the
U.S. Geological Survey have sup-
ported the EPA’s finding.

Current energy development is
safer than ever. New research has
led to better well designs and
improved sub-sea equipment.
Offshore pipelines include comput-
ers and sensors to detect structural
weaknesses. And marine vessels,
terminals, and storage tanks have
all been upgraded.

Activists forget that nothing
worthwhile is ever entirely risk-
free. In fact, our country’s history
is full of individuals with the
courage to seek great achievement
— despite grave risk.

Our current approach is any-
thing but courageous and pioneer-
ing; it’s hesitant and weak-kneed. If
George Washington had acted sim-
ilarly, he would have told his troops
to fold their tents and go home dur-
ing the horrible winter at Valley
Forge in 1777 — if he had ever
taken on the role of commander-
in-chief of the Continental Army
in the first place.

When it comes to U.S. energy
development, we need to stop giv-
ing risk more weight than it’s due.

Developing the OCS
would result in a $24 bil-
lion gain for the U.S.
economy and 280,000
new jobs. Unfounded
fears about risks should
not stand in the way of
what could be an even
bigger boon for our coun-
try: true U.S. energy inde-
pendence.

Although the Obama
Administration has issued
a draft proposal for a new
2017 to 2022 oil and gas
leasing program for the
OCS, its approach is overly cau-
tious. This is typical of an adminis-
tration that allows its agenda to be
driven more by emotion than by
reason.

U.S. energy policy should not be
determined by the warrantless
claims of environmentalists.
Instead, America should fully
embrace the development of U.S.
energy resources — including by

fracking and offshore drilling.
In doing so, we can fortify the

economy, reduce America’s
dependence on dangerous foreign
sources of oil, strengthen our
national security — and live up to
the great heritage of American
Exceptionalism established by our
Founding Fathers.

Editor’s note: William L. Schachte,
Jr., a retired U.S. Navy rear admiral, is
chairman for Vets4Energy.
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The Founding Fathers would embrace energy independence 

“On the basis of alarmist
claims, the Obama
administration is balking
on two key elements of
energy security: hydraulic
fracturing and offshore
drilling on the Atlantic
Outer Continental Shelf.” 

www.southcountycdjr.com
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SJ Learns launches
after-school program
funding opportunity
for San Jose K – 3
students 

The Request for Proposal (RFP)
for SJ Learns, an initiative by Mayor
Sam Liccardo to expand high-quali-
ty after-school programs, went live
on Fri., July 24.

SJ Learns provides an opportunity
for organizations to apply for fund-
ing up to $500,000 to support inno-
vative after-school programs in San
José elementary schools for K – 3rd
graders. The RFP is being adminis-
tered by Silicon Valley Community
Foundation and can be found at
http://www.siliconvalleycf.org/othe
r-funding-opportunities. San José
school districts, charter school net-
works, and established elementary
school coalitions are encouraged to
submit a proposal to participate in
the program. “We know that third-
grade reading proficiency strongly
correlates with high school gradua-
tion rates and remains a challenge
for too many of San José’s children,”
says Mayor Sam Liccardo. “Since
the 1990s, our residents have recog-
nized the need for City-funded after-
school programs that, if well
designed, can deliver consistent
achievement gains. This is a first step
in re-engaging the City of San José
in supporting these critical programs
that, after a decade of budget cuts,
were all but eliminated.” An infor-
mational conference call about the
RFP and application process will be
held on Tuesday, July 28, 2015, from
3 to 4 PM. To register for the call or
learn more about SJ Learns, go to
www.sanjoseca.gov/SJLearns. The
proposal submission deadline is
August 21, 2015 at 5 PM. Applicants
will be informed of grant decisions
in October 2015. “The grants avail-
able through the SJ Learns initiative
will help San José’s young chil-
dren— especially low-income kids
with working parents—get the
opportunities they need to succeed in
school,” said Emmett D. Carson,

Ph.D., CEO of Silicon Valley
Community Foundation and one of
the co-chairs of the SJ Learns
Working Group. “I’m proud to be a
part of this timely effort that will
have a positive effect on so many
children and their futures.” SJ
Learns will work with partners to
explore strategies with the potential
to further expand highquality after-
school programs. SJ Learns’ priori-
ties were established by a working
group of leaders in the education
and youth development fields
throughout San Jose.

International
Technology
University signs
tuition reduction
agreement

International Technological
University (ITU) is offering full-time
employees of the San Jose Silicon
Valley Chamber of Commerce
members a 25 percent reduction in
tuition in an effort to expand univer-
sity ties with the local community.

“We are truly excited to be work-
ing with the San Jose Silicon Valley
Chamber of Commerce on this part-
nership,” said ITU President, Dr.
Greg O’Brien.

“Silicon Valley businesses are a
vital cog in the US economy and we
are thrilled to offer their member
company employees this opportuni-
ty to expand their horizons with an
ITU education,” said O’Brien.

The tuition reduction agreement
applies to all of ITU’s Master Degree
Programs starting with the universi-
ty’s Fall trimester and extend
through the Spring 2017 trimester.
Active employees of Chamber mem-
ber companies will be able to apply
their 25 percent discount tuition dis-
count to ITU as a full-time or part-
time student, or upon enrollment
through the university’s Open
Campus program.

“One of Silicon Valley’s competi-
tive advantages is its highly-educat-
ed, high-skilled workforce,” said
Matt Mahood, President and CEO

of the San Jose Silicon Valley
Chamber of Commerce.
“Our partnership with ITU
allows our member compa-
ny’s employees a great incen-
tive for them to continue to
expand their knowledge and
expertise so they become
more productive employees,”
said Mahood.

“ITU’s partnership with us
also demonstrates their com-
mitment to the community
and willingness to support our
local economy.”

Traditional offerings of corn
dogs, cotton candy and car-
nival rides will be selling

briskly at this year’s Santa Clara
County Fair returning to San Jose
for a four-day run starting July 30.

Entries from Almaden members
of the local 4-H Club and Future
Farmers of America (FFA) organi-
zations will be shown and an auc-
tion is planned for Sunday, August
2 at 9 a.m.

According to fair promoter Steve
Stagnaro, there is a renewed inter-
est in the livestock and agricultural
offerings at the fair. “We are seeing
a resurgence and local entries are n
the increase,” he said.

4-H Club and FFA Youth will
offer over 150 quality animals
(steers, lambs, goats, hogs, rabbits,

chickens, and turkeys) for auction
to the highest bidder in a real, old-

fashioned, live auction.
Children raising animals outside
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4-H Club to show livestock at Santa Clara County Fair this weekend

Country music performer Austin Webb and hypnotist Michael Mezmer will entertain the crowds at the fair.

of the organizations are also wel-
come to enter the showing contests
in hopes of a blue ribbon.

Pigs entertain 
This year’s Fair will feature the

new All-Alaskan Pig Races, where
fuzzy pigs pack a lot of power
sprinting down a flat track at 15
mph.

For car disaster buffs, there’s a
car demolition derby which really
packs a punch this year on August
1.

The Bay City Bombers co-ed
roller derby team will take on the
American Roller Skating Derby All
Stars.

Hypnotist Michael Mezmer is
back by popular demand. He will
attempt to mesmerize the audience
with his hilarious antics.

New this year is a sea lion exhib-
it for those who like up-close and
personal encounters.

Heading up the entertainment
lineup will be country music per-
former Austin Webb.

Twinkle Time, a group that offers
a bilingual high-energy pop con-
cert, will also perform.

The Santa Clara County Fair runs
from July 30 to Aug. 2. Entry is
$8/adults and $5/youth and seniors.
Discounts are available online at the-
fair.org.

International Technological University President
Dr. Greg O’Brien signs an agreement with Matt
Mahood.

http://www.siliconvalleycf.org/othe
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/SJLearns
www.wealthcu.org
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AVWC
Continued from page 1
Wine Festival and give back to the commu-
nity. As President, she has worked to rebuild
the club’s relationships with the city and
non-profits.

Last year, AVWC received a commenda-
tion from the city presented by Mayor Chuck
Reed, Councilmember Johnny Khamis and
former Vice Mayor Pat Dando, in recogni-
tion of their good works and the Almaden
Valley Art & Wine Festival, which at 39
years, is one of the oldest continuously run
festivals in California.

“The AVWC is committed to serving the
needs of the Almaden Valley community
and those of greater San Jose, through dona-
tion funds raised at the annual Almaden
Valley Art & Wine Festival,” reads the com-
mendation.

“It was amazing and truly an honor,” says
Clarkson.

The city also presented the AVWC with a
$12,000 grant, which contributes towards
expenses for the Festival.

“We are so fortunate to have exceptional
support from Councilmember Johnny
Khamis,” says AVWC Public Relations
Director Linda Stone, “which has resulted in
allowing us to expand our scholarship and
grant award programs to those in need of our
sponsorship. We are looking toward a bright
future.”

All proceeds from the Almaden Valley Art
& Wine Festival are awarded as community
grants to educational facilities, and non-prof-
it community organizations, as well as
Academic & Service Scholarships to gradu-
ating seniors living in Almaden Valley.

Among those organizations receiving
AVWC grants are local schools, Almaden
Valley Counseling Services, Assistance
League of San Jose, Child Advocates of
Silicon Valley, Family Supportive Housing,
Furry Friends, Hospice of the Valley, Kara,
Loaves & Fishes, Martha’s Kitchen, Next
Door Solutions, Sunday Friends, and
Turning Wheels for Kids.

Especially close to Clarkson’s heart is
Kara, a grief organization that assists people
who’ve lost family members. “I know how
important Kara is, as I lost both of my par-
ents when I was very young and didn’t have
those support services,” she says.

Funding varies from year to year depend-
ing upon the proceeds from the Almaden
Valley Art & Wine Festival. Last year, $8,000
was bestowed in scholarships and $10,000
the year before. Scholarships are awarded to
students residing in Almaden Valley on the
basis of academic achievement and commu-
nity service.

In addition to awarding grants and schol-
arships, AVWC volunteers in the community
throughout the year. They make dinners for
Fire Station 22 and volunteer at the Harvest
Festival and Santa breakfast at the Almaden
Community Center.

“It’s all about community,” says Clarkson.
Almaden Art & Wine Festival 2015
AVWC’s signature fundraising event, the

Almaden Valley Art & Wine Festival, will
take place this year on September 20 from
10AM to 6PM at Almaden Lake Park. An
Almaden Valley tradition since 1976, the fes-
tival features local artisans, boutique wines,
gourmet food trucks, a Kids-Zone with
crafts, carnival games, and rides, a silent auc-
tion, and more.

Entertainment includes popular bands and

Almaden Spirit Athletics, Cheer and Dance
Teams, Dance Attach, Kendama Demon-
stration, Little Gym, School of Rock, and
Shaolin Kung Fu Zen Academy.

“It’s a community event that people look
forward to every year,” says Cheryl Ryan, a
previous AVWC member. “Young kids learn-
ing to dance and doing other activities can
participate in the festival, as can local artists
and bands. It’s so much bigger than just a
fundraiser.”

“The festival is so much fun,” says
Clarkson. “We all work together and there’s
great energy there. It’s a small group of
women who volunteer hundreds of hours.”

“It’s amazing how much work goes into
making the festival what it is,” says Ryan. “It
takes a lot of planning and couldn’t work
financially without volunteers. You’re
exhausted at the end of the day, but it’s
incredibly gratifying.”

“It’s very fulfilling,” says Clarkson.
“Volunteering and giving back is a great
thing.”

Sisterhood
AVWC is a diverse group of fun- loving

women who live or work in 95120, share in
the spirit of community giving, and take
great pride in volunteering together to give
back to the community.

“Our club is rich not only in history, but in
sisterhood, too,” says Stone. “Many of our
past members are still active in service today,
such as former San Jose Vice Mayor Pat
Dando. We work hard volunteering in our
community, but we do manage to have lots of
fun with gatherings and events. When a
woman joins our club, she immediately gains
a great group of friends.”

“Our goal is to make people feel comfort-
able and welcome,” says Clarkson.

“You build trust, relationships, and friend-
ships, and that’s huge,” says Clarkson. “It’s a
collaborative effort. We take care of each
other and are there for each other. One of
our members had cancer, and we brought her
dinners. I’ve made some great relationships,
and I’m grateful for that. It’s a sense of fam-
ily for me.”

Ryan first joined the organization as a way
to connect with the community. “I had never
joined a woman’s group, so I didn’t know
what I was getting into,” she says. “What I
found was talented community-driven
women who were good leaders.”

Through AVWC, Ryan says she learned
leadership and management skills from run-
ning committees, as well as event planning,
and how to work with the city. Through par-
ticipating in fund distribution, she also
became knowledgeable about local non-prof-
its, women’s issues, and school projects
(AVWC contributed to putting in a dance
floor at Castillero Middle School, in addition
to many other school-related enterprises).

It was the people that kept Ryan involved
for more than 15 years in AVWC. “I met
some of the nicest people through AVWC,”
she says. “Women who had a lot to offer. We
had strong leaders who managed conflicts
well. Their intention was for this to be a
group that did good work, and this came
through in everything they did. Every time I
go to the store, or for a walk in Almaden, I
see people I got to work beside in the
Women’s Club to make our community bet-
ter. In addition to making money, it strength-
ens the social ties in our community, which is
always a good thing.”

To find out more, or to donate to the Almaden
Valley Women’s Club online, visit www.almaden-
wine.org.

AVWC members joined Councilmember Johnny Khamis at a Santa breakfast at Almaden Community
Center. Photo courtesy of Dawn Clarkson.

The Almaden Art & Wine Festival celebrates 39 years this September. Mayor Sam Licarrdo,
Councilmember Johnny Khamis, and former Vice Mayor Pat Dando, pictured with AVWC members
Carina Johnson (Festival Chair), Dawn Clarkson (AVWC President), and Bonnie George (past
President), are great supporters of the event. Photo courtesy of Dawn Clarkson.

AVWC Almaden Valley Art & Wine Festival Board: (l to r): Yvette Fodor-Walsh, Ellen Hudson-Snyder,
Brittney Weinerth, Carina Beal, Mythili Varadarajan, Carina Johnson - Festival Chairperson,
Rebecca Stene, Christina Bullard, Wendy Banas, Sue Datta, Eileen Elam, Dawn Clarkson, Beth
Swartz. Photo courtesy of AVWC.

http://www.almaden-wine.org
http://www.almaden-wine.org
http://www.almaden-wine.org


As much as 30 to 40 percent
of all food in North
America is wasted, accord-

ing to the United Nations
Environment Programme.

That’s about 20 pounds per per-
son every month! In terms of
money, that’s an alarming $165 bil-
lion in wasted food annually,
according to the Natural Resources
Defense Council.

A smarter freezer storage plan,
coupled with buying in bulk, saves
time, money, decreases waste and
makes for a more organized home.
You can maximize the value of your
freezer and ensure your hard-earned
dollars don’t go to waste with these
five easy tips to help keep your fam-
ily and freezer organized for a
smarter school year.

Make room to save more.
Consumers annually save $750 on
their food bill when buying in bulk.
A freezer provides additional stor-
age space, giving you the flexibility
to store larger quantities of food out
of the way while you keep items for
immediate use close by. A great
option is the Frigidaire freezer,

which boasts ample storage capaci-
ty, superior organization and peace
of mind. Plus, it’s ENERGY STAR
qualified and is more than 22 per-
cent energy efficient than standard
freezers.

Designate a meal prep day. Free
up your busy weeknights and save
money with a little planning. You
can ensure you always have
healthy, home-cooked meals on
hand by taking a few hours once a
week to prep and cook your meals.
Meals that you’ll eat early in the
week can be kept in the fridge until
mealtime. Dishes you plan to eat
later in the week can be placed in
storage containers and frozen until
use. After some practice, you’ll be
able to work efficiently and prep
meals that work best for your fami-
ly.

Prepare for the unexpected. Let’s
face it, things happen: storms roll in
and the power goes out. Your freez-
er can be your biggest ally to combat
food and money loss due to unex-
pected and uncontrollable events.
To protect the investment you just
made to your family’s meal plan,

arm yourself with the new
Frigidaire Gallery Freezer, a first-of-
its-kind upright with ArcticLock™
Technology that offers thicker walls
than traditional freezers to keep
foods frozen for over two days dur-
ing a power outage. It’s also garage-
ready and built to handle extreme
hot and cold weather.

Find a bulk buddy. While you
may not need a 10-pound bag of
cheese, you probably have a friend
or neighbor who would split the cost
with you. Make it a date; buy in
bulk together then split the goods
with the proper food storage con-
tainers.

End Freezer Burn. Reduce excess
air in storage bags or containers,
which toughens textures and wors-
ens flavors. Note, however, that
you’ll need to leave space in con-
tainers that hold soup or sauce as
liquid expands when frozen and
could potentially crack your storage
containers.

To find out how you can save
more with a secondary freezer, visit
www.frigidaire.com.

(Family Features)
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ENTRY DEADLINE EXTENDED!
OFFICIAL CONTEST RULES: Deadline: Photos must be received before 5:00 p.m. Friday,
September 11, 2015 and should be emailed to: photocontest@timesmediainc.com

Photo and Photographer eligibility: Anyone may enter a photo in the contest. All ages are
welcome. Photos should be no smaller than 450 by 338 pixels but no more than 2MB in
file size. Images should be submitted in JPG (at high quality) or TIFF format. For framing
purposes, images should conform to a printed size of 8 x 10. No panoramas please.
Image Modifications: Minor digital enhancement is permitted, but images that have been
significantly modified or appear unnatural will be disqualified. Images must be in natural
color. No watermarks, signatures, or copyright notices may be added to images. All win-
ning images will be displayed with the photographer's name. Adding or replacing ele-
ments in an image is not allowed.

Send us your
favorite original
photo today!

Times Features

By Melinda Myers
Special to the Times

Spots on tomatoes, wilting
stems, and holes in leaves
means insects and diseases

have moved into the garden. 
Don’t let these intruders reduce

the beauty and productivity of
your landscape. Work in concert
with nature to prevent and control
these pests and you will be reward-
ed with a bountiful harvest and
landscape filled with beautiful
blooms.

Monitor. Take regular walks
through the landscape. Not only is
it good exercise, but it will improve
your mood and you’ll discover
problems earlier when they are
easier to control. Look for discol-
ored leaves, spots, holes and wilt-
ing. Inspect the underside of the
leaves and along the stems to
uncover the cause of the problem.

Identify. Once you discover a
problem, identify the culprit. Your
local extension service, garden
center or reliable internet resource
can help. Once identified, you can
plan the best way to manage the
culprit.

Invite the Good Guys. Toads,
lady beetles and birds help control
many garden pests. Attract them to
the garden by planting herbs and
flowers to attract beneficial insects,
adding a house for the toads, and
birdbath for songbirds. Avoid
using pesticides and learn to toler-
ate a bit of damage. A few aphids
or caterpillars will bring in the
ladybeetles, lacewings, birds and
toads that are looking for a meal.

Clean up. Many insects and
diseases can be managed and pre-
vented with a bit of garden
cleanup. A strong blast of water
from the garden hose will dislodge
aphids and mites, reducing their
damage to a tolerable level. Or
knock leaf-eating beetles and other
larger insects off the plants and
into a can of soapy water.

Pick off discolored leaves, prune
off diseased stems and destroy. Be
sure to disinfect tools with 70%
alcohol or one part bleach to nine
parts water solution between cuts.
This will reduce the risk of spread-
ing the disease when pruning
infected plants.

Adjust care. Reduce the spread
and risk of further problems by
adjusting your maintenance strate-
gies. Avoid overhead watering that
can increase the risk of disease.
Use an organic nitrogen fertilizer
like Milorganite (milorganite.com)
which encourages slow steady
growth that is less susceptible to
insect and disease attacks.

Mulch the soil with shredded
leaves, evergreen needles or wood-
chips. This will keep roots cool
and moist during drought, improve

the soil as they decompose, and
also prevent soil borne diseases
from splashing onto and infecting
the plants.

Non-chemical Controls. If the
problems continue, try some non-
chemical options for insects. A yel-
low bowl filled with soapy water
can attract aphids, a shallow can
filled with beer and sunk in the
ground will manage slugs, and
crumpled paper under a flower pot
for earwigs are just a few ways to
trap and kill these pests.

Or cover the plants with floating
row covers. These fabrics allow air,
light and water through, but pre-
vent insects like bean beetles and
cabbage worms from reaching and
damaging the plants.

Organic products. Organic
products like insecticidal soap,
Neem, horticulture oil and
Bacillus thuringiensis can be used
to control specific pests. And even
though these are organic, they are
designed to kill insects or disease
organisms, so be sure to read and
follow label directions carefully.

Take Note. Make notes on the
problems and solutions in this sea-
son’s garden; Refer to your notes
next year to help you do a better
job of monitoring and managing
garden pests. And when shopping
for new plants, select the right
plant for the location and choose
resistant varieties whenever possi-
ble.

A little eco-friendly gardening
can go a long way in creating a
beautiful and productive garden.

Gardening expert, TV/radio host,
author & columnist Melinda Myers
has more than 30 years of horticulture
experience and has written over 20 gar-
dening books. She is also a columnist
and contributing editor for Birds &
Blooms magazine. Myers’ web site,
www.melindamyers.com, features gar-
dening videos, podcasts, photo galleries
and monthly tips.

Get ahead of back-to-school season with a food storage planEco-friendly pest control
ideas for your garden

Floating row covers allow air, light and
water through, but prevent insects like
bean beetles and cabbage worms from
reaching and damaging the plants.

http://www.frigidaire.com
mailto:photocontest@timesmediainc.com
http://www.melindamyers.com
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Get listed! Call (408) 494-7000 today!

DAN 
WALKER
Alain Pinel 
Realtors

(408) 892-4813
Dwalker@apr.com

18905 Graystone
Lane
$1,890,000
4 bed 2.5 bath
3097+/- sqft
Therese Swan
408.656.8240

95120

DAVID & VICKI
HARRIS

2921 Villages Parkway,
San Jose

(408) 754-1572

SUSAN
BOERNER
Alain Pinel 
Realtors

(408) 921-7619
sboerner@apr.com

MIKE GILL

(408) 234-1763
Land Sales & 

Development Specialist

10241 Cinnabar 
Hills Rd.
$2,398,000
5 bedrooms, 
3.5 bathrooms, 
4,544 sq ft, 
16-acres
Bradley Gill, 
(408) 204-7699
10241CinnabarHills.com

95120

BRADLEY 
GILL 

(408) 204-7699
InsideAlmaden.com

CAROL CAMILLI-
MONTGOMERY

www.camillihomes.com
carolcamilli@kw.com

(408) 209-7809

AlmadenTimes
Real Estate Guide

mailto:Dwalker@apr.com
mailto:sboerner@apr.com
http://www.camillihomes.com
mailto:carolcamilli@kw.com
www.insidealmaden.com
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CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF
ALMADEN VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San Jose, CA
95120. Pastor, Rev. Dr. Michele
Rogers Brigham. 408 268-0243
www.AlmadenCongregational.org
We are a welcoming Church engaged
in progressive approach to faith, wor-
ship and giving to our local communi-
ty. We are proud to be UCC, Open
and affirming (O&A) and welcome
members of the LGBT community.
We support local Innvision Shelter
Feedings once a month, San
Francisco Night Ministry, Second
Harvest Food Bank, Church World
Service, and Communities
Responding to End Poverty.  
Worship 9:00AM, Sunday School
10:00 AM Sundays. 
1st Sundays in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship: Folk Choir
3rd Sundays at Coffee Hour:  Round
Table Disc.
4th Sundays in Worship:  Blessing of
Birthdays/Anniversaries/other "joy"
Occasions
Tuesday, AA Meetings, 8:15-9:15
PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM., Women's
Study Group 

CARTER AVENUE CHURCH OF
CHRIST
5351 Carter Avenue, San Jose, CA
95118
408.265.5837, Web:
www.bibleroad.org
You are invited to a new testament
worship service to fellowship with
neighborhood Christians. Experience
traditional singing, study of the Bible,
praying with believers who acknowl-
edge Jesus Christ as their Savior,
preaching of the Gospel message,
and communion every Sunday.
Sunday morning Bible class at 9:30
AM, and worship service at 10:30
AM. Conveniently located in south
San Jose off Kooser/Camden Avenue
near Highway 85 (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic Club). Come
make new friends in Christ!

EAST VALLEY CHURCH
We are a Multicultural Christian
Community committed to making
Christ known to our Neighbors,
Community and World. 
Sunday Schedule: Worship 10am,
Sunday School for all ages 8:30am,
Coffee and Conversation 9:30am
Childcare is provided for all our
Sunday Services. Uplifting music,
Biblical teaching, ministries for
Children, Youth, College & Career,
Small Groups for all adults, Ministries
to Men, Women, Seniors, Celebrate
Recovery (Please see website for
details and meeting times  www.east-
valleychurch.com )
Community-Life Pastor (Youth/College
& Career) – Pastor Pat Boyd,
Community Life Pastor (Small
Groups/Christian Education) – Pastor
Alvin Lin, Children’s Ministry Director
– Julie Garcia, Celebrate Recovery
Leader – Anne Friend
We are located at 2827 Flint Ave
(Between Tully & Norwood) San
Jose, CA 95148, Phone 408-238-
0231, e-mail info@eastvalley-
church.com We are associated with
Converge Worldwide www.converge-
worldwide.org

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN
ALMADEN
6581 Camden Ave. San Jose, CA
95120.  The Rev. Shelley Booth
Denney, Rector.  Phone:408-268-
0243  Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful followers of

Jesus Christ. Through worship, study,
fellowship and outreach, we strive to
nurture and grow a strong faith com-
munity of believers, a family of all
ages, where each member feels wel-
comed, loved, valued and empow-
ered to serve. Children are especially
welcomed and cherished as an
important part of God's family. All
junior high and senior high students
are welcome to participate in our
Youth Groups. During the school year
we have joint Sunday School with our
sister church, the Congregational
Church of Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in Almaden offers
the following regular opportunities for
worship: Sunday at 7:30AM and
10:30AM, Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is followed by a
coffee hour for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN VALLEY CHURCH
Visit our Web Site at
wwww.evcsj.com
2750 Yerba Buena Rd. San Jose, CA
95121. Phone: 408-274-7422.
Saturday worship is at 5 pm. Sunday
worship services at 9 am and 11
am.. Excellent contemporary
Christian music and Bible-based
teaching. Nursery care and
Children’s Sunday School programs
at 9 am and 10:45 am. Junior High
students meet Sunday’s at 9 am.
Junior High and High School stu-
dents meet on Tuesday’s at 6:30
pm. College/Young adults meet on
Sunday’s at 6 pm. Casa de OraciÓn:
Servicio en Espa?ol: Domingos 4
pm.

FIRST CHURCH DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th Street, in
downtown San Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdowntown.com
Telephone: (408) 294-7254 x310. We
are a community serving the Christ
from the heart of the City, working to
know Jesus and make Jesus known
by serving, worshipping, and learning
together.  Worship services are at
10:00 AM at the Horace Mann
Community Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship includes both
contemporary and traditional music, a
message that is relevant to real life,
based in the Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and backgrounds.
We work in our community to provide
real assistance and long-term, life-
saving solutions: food, housing,
counseling, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families' ministries
include Sunday classes, outdoor fam-
ily activities such as bike rides and
fishing trips.  Come, Make a
Difference and feel the difference God
can make in your life!

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge.Community - this is
our promise to our members. If you
are looking for an active Christian
faith community, we invite you to
experience Holy Spirit Parish
Community. All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Redmond Avenue,
San Jose, CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Monday - Friday.
Our weekend Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every Saturday at 4
p.m. or by appointment. Our Parish

Office is open Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Call 408-997-
5100 for recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak with some-
one in our parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for children and
adults can be obtained by calling our
Catechetical Office at 408-997-5115.
Get in the loop with our 3sixty High
School Youth Ministry by calling 408-
997-5106. Holy Spirit School serves
grades Pre-K through 8th, and is
located at 1198 Redmond Avenue.
You can reach the school office at
408-268-0794.

SAINT ANTHONY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become a part of our
hospitable, intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring community, promot-
ing spiritual growth, reaching out to
people in need and where you get to
know people by name.  We offer chil-
dren's religious education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST & X-STATIC);
Scripture Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and many other adult
ministries as well.  Saint Anthony
parish is located in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road, San Jose,
95120.  Our weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at our historic
church at 21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA  95042 and on
Sunday at 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and
5:30 p.m. at the McKean Road loca-
tion.   Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
Tuesday thru Thursday, 9 a.m. - 12
p.m. and 1 - 4 p.m.  For more infor-
mation, stop by the Parish Office or

call 1+ (408) 997-4800, or visit our
website at
www.churchstanthony.com. Fr. Larry
Hendel, Pastor.

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI CATHOLIC
CHURCH
We invite you to join our community
of faith located in the Evergreen area
of San Jose. We are an inclusive
diverse community striving to serve
as Disciples of Jesus Christ in the
footsteps of St. Francis, offering
prayerful and joyful liturgies; evange-
lization, fellowship, and service
opportunities to the community. We
offer spiritual opportunities for all
ages, including children's liturgy,
dynamic E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE -
High School and North Star -Young
Adult Ministries, along with small faith
communities and opportunities to
help the poor and marginalized of San
Jose. Our Preschool is the only
Catholic Preschool offering quality
family oriented service in the
Evergreen and Silver Creek areas. Our
Chapel, Gathering Hall, Parish Office,
Mission Center, Parish Gift Shop,
Memorial Garden and Preschool are
all located at 5111 San Felipe Rd. 
Please come join us to worship at
one of the following times and loca-
tions: 
St. Francis of Assisi Chapel
Saturday 5:00PM, Sunday 8:30 AM,
10:30 AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese), 6:00 PM Youth
Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gathering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sunday11:00AM,
Igbo Mass - Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM

Mt. Hamilton Grange - 2840 Aborn
Road: Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Community
(Cribari Auditorium):
Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information, please call or
visit us at the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00 PM; 1:00
PM - 4:00 PM. Come join us and
share your presence with us so that
together we may grow and share our
gifts to help build God's Kingdom!
5111 San Felipe Rd., San Jose, CA
95135. 408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
www.stfrancisofassisipreschool.org

THE POINT CHURCH
www.ThePoint.Church
3695 Rose Terrasse Circle. San Jose
CA 95148
Located at the top of Aborn Rd and
Murillo Ave. Come be inspired and
build your faith as we worship togeth-
er this Sunday @ 10:30 AM.
KidsPoint is our children's ministry,
serving infants through 5th grade. It is
a fun and safe experience for kids as
they grow in their walk with God. ONE
is our student ministry, serving 6th
through 12th grades. We help lead
students into a growing relationship
with Jesus through conversations,
fun and service. Because of the diver-
sity of Evergreen we offer church
services in 5 languages, each with
their own auditorium and pastor.
10:30 AM English, Mandarin,
Cantonese and Cambodian. Spanish
at 1:00 PM. 

Worship listing advertisements are
$495 annually. Please call Brigitte
at (408) 558-3623.
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