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Above, the Boyertown
baseball team, including
Ryan Weller, left, Mitch
Pinder, center, and Ben
Longacre, right, hoists the
PIAA championship trophy.
At left, Boyertown assistant
Ryan Bosch leaps into the
arms of head coach Todd
Moyer amid the celebration of
the Bears winning the PIAA
championship on June 16.

PIAACLASSAAAABASEBALLCHAMPIONSHIP

Glory Days
Boyertown returns to state
summit for first time since 1991
ByThomasNash
tnash@21st-centurymedia.com
@Thomas_Nash10 on Twitter

STATE COLLEGE >> The um-
pire didn’t even have to
flinch.

The entire Boyertown
bench, the fan section and
the players in the field knew
it was over.

Junior starting pitcher
Pat Hohlfeld caught Plum’s
Jason Maltese staring at
strike three down the plate
to secure Boyertown the
PIAA Class AAAA Champi-
onship with a 4-1 win over
Plum High School at Penn

State’s Medlar Field at Lu-
brano Park on June 16.

That’s when the celebra-
tion ensued.

“That’s probably the
ideal finish,” said Hohl-
feld afterward of a called
strike three. “I immedi-
ately started tearing up
right there with my team-
mates around me. I mean,
a full season, I don’t think
anyone could have asked for
a better way to end it.”

“I don’t think I could
have gotten out to the
mound any quicker,” said
catcher Ryan Weller, among
the first of the Bears to flock

their pitcher.
The win served as Boyer-

town’s third PIAA Champi-
onship, their first since the
Bears won the title in Class
AAA to close out the 1991
season.

“That’s 25 long years
lifted off our shoulders,”
said first baseman Ben Lon-
gacre. “That’s storybook
stuff right there.”

In the end, it was Hohl-
feld holding the pen in his
right hand Thursday.

The junior right-hander
needed only 79 pitches to go
the entire seven innings. He
kept the Plum hitters off-
balance all throughout, oc-
casionally mixing in his off-
speed but mostly painting
the black of the plate.

The result served as
Plum’s second loss of the
entire season — the Mus-
tangs’ previous coming in
the District 7 Champion-
ship against Norwin.

“That’s a good hitting
team we went up against,”
said Hohlfeld. “They jump
on everything and they can
hit the ball hard. I tried not
to leave anything hanging
over the plate for them to
unload on.”

Hohlfeld was touched for
six hits, two of which came
from Plum standout first
baseman Alexander Kirill-
off.

Kirilloff — selected No.
15 overall in the MLB Draft
by the Minnesota Twins
last week — teed off on an
RBI triple off the wall in the
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ByThomasNash and
AustinHertzog
tnash@21st-centurymedia.com;
ahertzog@pottsmerc.com

STATE COLLEGE >> Much to
the pregame announcers’
displeasure, they’d been do-
ing it all season long.

During pregame player
introductions on June 16,
similar questions echoed
back and forth through-
out the press box at Penn
State’s Medlar Field at Lu-
brano Park.

‘They know they’re sup-
posed to walk out to the
third base line, right?’

Except the Bears knew
exactly what they were do-
ing.

Waiting out the entirety
of individual player intro-
ductions, Boyertown then
charged out to the line to-
gether as one team.

“These guys are like
my brothers,” said short-
stop Mitch Pinder after his
team’s 4-1 win over Plum
High School to capture
the state title. “We’ve been

through so much together
this season.”

That together mentality
was evident all season dur-
ing what became their in-
troduction tradition.

“They do everything to-
gether,” said Boyertown
head coach Todd Moyer af-
ter Monday’s win over Cum-
berland Valley. “Every time
we go somewhere, we get in
trouble because they want
to announce each kid indi-
vidually.

“We don’t do that here.
Either we go together or we
don’t go.”

Though some pregame
announcers have cringed
at the sometimes-awk-
wardness while waiting for
lead-off man Pinder to toe
the baseline, that team-first
mentality seemed to prove
wonders for Boyertown this
past season.

Sleep On It
Make no mistake about

it.
Starting pitcher Pat Ho-

hfeld was wired for the ti-

tle game versus Plum.
But he was just a little bit

tired before it.
With the prior game

halted due to a nearly two-
hour rain delay, Hohfeld
could be found inside Boy-
ertown’s team suite fast
asleep.

“Actually it wasn’t com-
pletely planned,” he admit-
ted afterward with a laugh.
“I just kind of laid down on
the couch, then next thing
I knew it was sunny out
again.”

That nap proved won-
ders.

The junior delivered a
complete-game six-hitter
where he allowed only an
unearned run.

Hohfeld, an unmistak-
ably laid-back, easy-going
kid, could be found briskly
walking around among the
crowds waiting for the day’s
opening game to end.

“I was feeling pretty
calm,” he admitted. “I woke
up and I just sort of wan-
dered around the stadium.
Even while our guys were

hitting BP (batting prac-
tice) before, I tried to walk
around and stay loose.”

Determination Factor
Standing on the con-

course with a gold medal
around his neck, one would
think outfielder Ryan Ja-
cobs would be basking in
all his glory.

Instead, just winning a
state title wasn’t enough.

“Honestly, I feel like we

could have done a lot bet-
ter,” the senior said. “Ev-
ery game we could do bet-
ter. But we never broke out.
We’d get a couple hits here
and there, someone would
hit this day or that day. We
left at least one inning with
bases loaded and we could
have easily won this game
by six or seven.”

“(Plum is a) bigger team,
you look at them and would
think they’re going to win.
But we’re scrappy, and we
can just get timely hits.”

That scrappiness was in
full effect on Jacobs’ favor-
ite sequence of the final.

The Right Formula
Although their roster of-

ficially graduates 11 seniors,
senior catcher Ryan Weller
has already channeled some
of his science classes at Boy-
ertown High School.

“It’s all about team chem-
istry and finding that bal-
ance,” he said afterward.
“Talent can only get you so
far. It’s about blending that
talent and developing a
bond with the team. That’s
what took us here.

“It took us some time dur-
ing the season, but we found
out what works and we
found it at the right time.”

The turning point to

Weller was the Bears’ PAC-
10 title win over Perkiomen
Valley.

“When we won PAC-10’s,
we definitely showed our-
selves what we’re capable of,”
he added. “We came together
and we knew we could make
a run. Here we are.”

The Petri dish that
was Boyertown baseball
blended together this sea-
son. The solution? A PIAA-
AAAA Championship.

HIGHSCHOOLBASEBALL

Team-first mentality
crowns Bears champions
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Ben Longacre is congratulated after scoring a run in the first inning against Plum in the
state final.
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Winning pitcher Pat Hohlfeld receives his gold medal from coach Todd
Moyer after winning the PIAA Class AAAA championship over Plum
Thursday in State College.
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Ben Longacre hugs Mitch Pinder amid the
celebration after Boyertown won the state title.
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ByAustinHertzog
ahertzog@21st-centurymedia.com

STATECOLLEGE>> Andrew Bauer
was quick to correct.

“One-one combination,” the
senior right-handed pitcher
quickly pointed out.

The Boyertown baseball team
didn’t feature a 1-2 pitching
combination this season. It was

‘1-1’ all the way
with the duo of
Bauer and junior
right-hander Pat
Hohlfeld carrying
the Bears to their
third PIAA cham-
pionship in school
history and first in
25 years.

It’s a rotation of
equals in part to

their similarities on the mound.
Neither is a dominant force in
stature or stuff. They simply
know how to pitch effectively by
pounding the zone, keeping hit-
ters off-balance and have the de-
meanor to stay calm in the eye
of a storm.

“We’re just like the same
pitcher,” Hohlfeld said. “We
throw the same pitches, have the
same strengths and we just back
each other up. I’ve closed his
games, he’s closed some of mine
and we work together.”

After the regular season, the
duo was close to going solo.

Bauer was diagnosed with
colitis and pancreatitis in the
winter and was placed on a se-
ries of irritable bowel syndrome
pills to attempt to correct the
stomach and digestive ailments.
Gallbladder ailments run in
Bauer’s family and after meeting
with a surgeon, the possibility of
removing his gallbladder after
the Pioneer Athletic Conference
playoffs was on the table.

“After PAC-10s they were go-
ing to take it out,” he said. “So
I could have just missed this
whole districts and state run.

“I didn’t expect to win PAC-
10s. That was wow. Then they

said they’re going to take it out
after PAC-10s. I said ‘nuh-uh, I
don’t think so.’ Not with what’s
happening this year. This is the
team.”

Timely hitting was key, but
it came down to two start-
ing pitchers – plus Grant Fron-
heiser’s crucial two innings of
relief in the semifinal – bringing
the goods.

“It’s so nice. Who are you
throwing in your first game of
states? Just our ace. Who are
you throwing in your second
game? Oh, we’re just throw-
ing our ace. It’s awesome know-
ing that as soon as I’m done Pat
is going to pick things up, mow
through it and it’s going to come
back to me,” Bauer said.

“The last couple games he’s
just been lights out against good
teams. Wyoming Valley West
was a really good team and so
were these guys (Plum). And he
just shut them down.”

Hohlfeld didn’t need an as-
sist Thursday in sending Boyer-
town past District 7’s Plum, 4-1,
at Penn State’s Medlar Field at
Lubrano Park. He hurled a com-
plete-game six-hitter and didn’t
allow an earned run, the only
hard hit balls against him com-
ing off the bat of Plum first base-
man and Minnesota Twins first-
round pick Alex Kirilloff.

In the late innings, even as
the Bears tacked on a couple in-
surance runs in the seventh in-
ning, Hohlfeld sat alone in the
dugout as his teammates were
on the edges of their seats.

He had focus. The focus of a
champion.

“I didn’t say anything the
whole game, just on my own,” he
said. “I’ll say things every once
in a while, but I usually just stay
by myself, drink water and chew
gum and go back out for the
next inning.

“I’ve always been known as

the calm person, don’t show any
emotions, straight-faced and
keep throwing strikes.”

But as the personable, quirky
Bauer sees it, the unassuming,
steely Hohlfeld on the mound
isn’t the full picture.

“He’s such a goofball. He’s
probably the biggest goofball on
the team, so sarcastic,” Bauer
said. “He doesn’t show it on the
field. But I think he’s gonna go
home and he’s gonna freak out.”

Maybe deservedly so, but nei-
ther pitcher even appeared rat-
tled on the mound during the
Bears’ state championship run,
whether it was Hohlfeld in the
quarterfinal win over Wyoming
Valley West, Thursday’s final or
Bauer in the semifinal win over
Cumberland Valley.

Still, they didn’t recognize the
weight of the occasion

“It kept getting more and more
real through the state tourna-
ment, but honestly today if you
told me we were playing for the

state championship I would have
said, ‘I don’t think so.’ I stayed so
calm, it didn’t feel real,” Hohlfeld
said. “But now it does.”

The Bears’ top 2 have been
unmistakable for some time:
Bauer with his trademark mut-
ton chops and Hohlfeld sporting
a beard and long, curly hair.

“Bauer’s had his chops since
we were like 15 and this is my
first year that I can get most of
a beard,” Hohlfeld said. “My dad
lets me grow it out for school
ball then I cut it in the summer.
So that’s why my hair is five
inches long and I have a beard.

“It started at the end of PAC-
10s. I would ask coach (Todd
Moyer) who is pitching and he’d
say, ‘Fear the beard.’ I’d say,
‘that’s me.’ It was funny so I
kept a playoff beard and kept it
rolling.”

All from humble beginnings
just hoping to win a league title.

Bears’ pair of aces deliver a state title

AUSTIN HERTZOG - DIGITAL FIRST MEDIA

Boyertown pitcher Pat Hohlfeld delivers against Plum during the PIAA
AAAA final on June 16.

Austin
Hertzog
On Sports
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Boyertown’s Andrew Bauer delivers to the plate against Pennsbury on
May 25.

Bauer, Hohlfeld pitch Boyertown to greatness

ACES>>PAGE9
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Congratulations to the Bears on winning the
State Championship Title — Run those

bases, crack those bats, and CELEBRATE!!

610-367-2921 • nycelawoffice.com

• Personal Injury
• Estate Planning & Administration
• Workers’ Compensation
• Social Security
• Family Law
• Criminal Law

• Municipal Law
• Education Law
• Real Estate/Zoning/Land Use
• Land Development
• Commercial Litigation
• Tax and Business Law

HOW CAN WE HELP YOU?

105 East Philadelphia Avenue
Boyertown, PA 19512
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ByThomasNash
tnash@21st-centurymedia.com
@Thomas_Nash10 on Twitter

STATECOLLEGE>> MJ Weller
couldn’t recall the last
time he sat down at the
dinner table with his son,
Ryan.

And by no means was he
complaining about it.

“These guys are at the
practice field an hour be-
fore practice is even sup-
posed to begin,” said MJ
before Boyertown’s PIAA-
AAAA Championship game
against Plum at Penn State
University’s Medlar Field at
Lubrano Park. “They do it
on their own. They’re the
ones going in early and
coming home late.

“They earned this.”
Sitting in the stands,

preparing to watch Ryan
— Boyertown’s starting

catcher — in the final high
school game of his career,
a proud father was taken
plenty back.

A 1987 graduate of Boy-
ertown High School, MJ
was the third baseman
of the Bears’ 1987 Legion
World Series Team. Also
part of that squad was Pe-
ter Kurtz, the father of cur-
rent Boyertown sophomore
Noah Kurtz.

“The comparison is ee-
rie,” recalled MJ, “both
teams are very, very simi-
lar to one another. The Boy-
ertown game from over 25
years ago is still put into
play today. It’s amazing to
sit here and see.

“Small ball — getting the
hits when they’re needed.
Most importantly, it’s put-
ting the ball hard on the
ground. When you put the
ball on the ground, things

happen. All of that mixed in
with some strong pitching
means everything.”

And how would Ryan’s
team stack up against his
dad’s 1987 team?

“We could beat them,”
said MJ, mixing a stern and
humorous grin.

During MJ and Peter’s
time at Boyertown High
School, current skipper
Todd Moyer served as an
assistant to the Bears base-
ball team.

Peter deemed Moyer ‘a
breath of fresh air,’ being
only a few years older than
those players.

“He was only a few years
ahead of us, which made
him really easy to relate
to as a coach. That was re-
freshing for all of us.”

Now with a chance to
watch his son play on a
similar stage, Peter admit-

ted the players should em-
brace Thursday, because it’s
a memory that will live for-
ever, much like that 1987
team.

“This is a once in a life-
time game for a lot of these
kids,” he said. “There’s
only one team that makes
states and wins their last
game. They can be that
team.”

Jeff Pinder, father of Boy-
ertown second baseman
Mitchell Pinder, was part
of two consecutive Junior
Legion title teams with the
Bear Cubs during the 1987
and 1988 seasons.

Moyer was also an as-
sistant coach during Jeff’s
time with the Bears.

Having a chance to watch
his son compete for a state
title has given the Pinder
family to end a little unfin-
ished business.

“Boyertown won the
1991 state title the year af-
ter I graduated,” said Jeff
with a laugh. “It was great

for them. The culmination
of them working hard for
all the years they’d been
playing baseball — they de-
served it.

“Same with this group,”
he said of the current Boy-
ertown team. “A lot of them
have been playing together

since they were six-years-
old. Now they’re in a state
title game. It’s special, not
just for the kids and the
parents, but for the par-
ents who came up through
Boyertown and played un-
der Todd. It’s been amazing
to watch.”

BASEBALL

Like Father, Like Son
Baseball a family affair with Boyertown

AUSTIN HERTZOG - DIGITAL FIRST MEDIA

MJ Weller, who played on the Boyertown American Legion 1987World Series
championship team, hugs his son, Boyertown catcher Ryan Weller, after the Bears won
the PIAA championship on June 16.
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Boyertown second baseman Mitch Pinder hugs his father Jeff after the Bears won the
state title.
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Boyertown outfielder John Demartino, top, leaps on to the
pile as the Bears celebrate winning the PIAA championship
on June 16.
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85 S. Walnut Street, Boyertown, PA 19512

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK, 9:30-4 PM • CLOSED MAJOR HOLIDAYS • ADMISSION: $8-ADULTS • $7-SENIORS/AAA MEMBERS • AGES 15 & UNDER FREE
Give us a call at 610-367-2090 • www.boyertownmuseum.org

Congratulations

Boyertown Bears

for winning the

state Championship

Saturday, September 3

51st Annual Duryea Day
Boyertown Community Park

419 South Madison Street, Boyertown, PA

9 am to 4 pm
• Hundreds of cars, trucks, and motorcycles.
• Food, live music, and entertainment.
• Shuttle service and museum entry included with event admission.
• Admission: $7 Adults, $3 Children.

Our restored 1872 Jeremiah Sweinhart Carriage
Factory features blacksmithing demonstrations

every Saturday in June & July, 10 am-2 pm, included
with regular admission.

85 South Walnut Street
Boyertown, PA 19512

610-367-2090

p!

THURSDAY, JUNE 23, 2016 7| SPORTS |DIGITAL FIRST MEDIA



top of the third inning and
ripped a double in the sixth.

The senior’s base-run-
ning proved to be just a
bit too greedy for his own
good, though.

Kirilloff tried for home
on his triple, but ran into a
brick wall in Weller waiting
at the plate.

In the sixth, Kirilloff ad-
vanced to third base as men
stood on first and third. The
next batter, he tagged up
and scored on Alexander
Terrell’s fly ball to left field
to temporarily make it 2-2.

After Boyertown’s appeal that Kirilloff left the bag early was upheld, the Bears
could wipe their brow and
got out of the jam.

“We made some really
big plays to stop them from
scoring,” said Boyertown
head coach Todd Moyer. “In
the third inning, we knew
he’d be coming home — he’s
fast and he’s aggressive on
the base paths. Our relay
didn’t panic ... they got the
ball in and got it to Ryan at
the plate.

“That sixth inning was
huge for us, too. That killed
their (Plum’s) momentum.”

Senior second baseman
Mitch Pinder accounted for
two of Boyertown’s five hits

Final
FROMPAGE2
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Boyertown’s Mitch Pinder tags out Plum’s Justin Sembower on a stolen base attempt.
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The Boyertown baseball team hoists the PIAA
championship trophy after winning the Class AAAA title.
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The Boyertown coaching staff, from left, Matt Danner, Matt
Matlack, head coach Todd Moyer, Mike Moyer, Ryan Bosch
and Jon Kalejta, and bat boy Payton Moyer, celebrate after
winning the PIAA Class AAAA championship.

Call
(484) 374-8190

Free Estimates
Services

Roofing • Gutter Cleaning
Interior Junk Removal
Exterior Junk Removal

Property Rekeying
Property Inspection

Landscaping
Tree Trimming
Tree Removal

Snow Removal
Winterization

Dewinterization
Wall Painting

Dry Wall Repair
Demolition

Window Installation
Siding • Power Washing

Carpet Removal
Graffiti Removal

Board Ups

Property Preservation Company LLC
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The lead-off man opened
the game with a hard single
down the third-base line on
an 0-2 pitch. Three batter
later, Pinder crossed home
on first baseman Ben Lon-
acre’s two-out liner to left
field.

Longacre then came
around to score on desig-
nated hitter Mitchell Peers’
towering triple to straight-
away center field.

“That’s what we’ve done
all season,” said Pinder. “We
got guys on base, strung to-
gether some hits and got
some runs on the board.
That was definitely the start
we were looking for.”

With one out in the top
of the seventh, Pinder gave
the Bears some insurance.
He knocked an RBI single
to left field, scoring short-
stop Mike Raineri from
third base.

Four batters later with

the bases loaded, Peers was
hit by a pitch to extend it
to 4-1.

“I think that seventh in-
ning really drove it home
for us,” said Longacre, who
finished his season with a
.389 batting average. “We
knew we could trust Pat
with a lead, especially a
three-run lead going into
that last inning.”

Aside from Boyertown’s
two-run first inning to open
the game, Plum sophomore
stating pitcher Ryan Kircher
was effective throughout.
The left-hander threw six
complete innings, scat-
tering three hits and four
walks to go along with six
strikeouts. Reliver Ethan
Winesburgh was responsi-
ble for both Boyertown runs
in the seventh.

At the plate, Maltese fin-
ished with a hit and a run
scored while Tyler Vivino,
Terrell, and Michael Ander-
son each had a hit.

Now as their storybook
season comes to a finish,
the legacy of this Bears

team will live on forever.
“It was awesome to have

that 1991 team reach out
and let us know they’re
behind us,” said Pinder.
“Those were the guys we
all heard about when we
were kids. Now we get to
be in their shoes. We’re now
those guys.”

As the visiting dug-
out emptied out and piled
on Hohfeld in front of the
mound, there was a team.

A team predicted by
many to finish second in
the Pioneer Athletic Con-
ference. A team that many
said wouldn’t make it out
of districts. A team that
looked dead in the water
headed into states after
two straight losses in dis-
tricts. A team that wouldn’t
have an answer to a hitter
ranked among the top 15
across the country.

A team that never once
listened to the critics.

A team that can now fi-
nally stand shoulder-to-
shoulder among the Boyer-
town greats.

Bears
FROMPAGE8
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Boyertown pitcher Pat Hohlfeld sits alone on the
dugout during the top of the seventh inning of the
PIAA final. Hohlfeld went on to close out the game for
a complete-game victory.

BOYERTOWN2016 FINALPITCHINGSTATISTICS

– COURTESY BOYERTOWN STATISTICIAN ROSS SMITH

“We didn’t win the PAC-10
the past two years and that
was really our goal was to win
that. This was a fantasy thing,
a mythical ‘Oh, states, a state
championship. Maybe we’ll go
there,’” Bauer said.

“We went there and we won.”
Now, they’ll forever be unmis-

takable as the 1-1 punch that car-
ried Boyertown to a state cham-
pionship.

Aces
FROMPAGE4

Design and Quality our Speciality

FURNITURE & DISCOUNT
FLOOR COVERING

*See store for details.

VISIT OUR

35,000 sq. ft.
FURNITURE
SHOWROOM

Free Parking
Open 7 Days

EXPERT INSTALLATION
• CARPETING • CERAMIC • HARDWOOD

• VINYL • LAMINATES
High & Charlotte Sts.,
Downtown Pottstown

610-326-7100
www.LastickFurniture.com

Like us on

EST. 1973

High traffic

$239
Per Sq. Ft.

from

Best selling multi-nylon
20-year wear warranty
Life time stain warranty

60 colors
100% nylon

berber

$139
Per Sq. Ft.

from

Stylish
Berber 7 Colors .....

10-year wear warranty

$599one low
price

50-year structure warranty

¾'' Thick, 3¼'' Width
8 finishes

Per Sq. Ft.

Solid Oak or MapleStylish Oak Engineered
Hardwood
• 3" x 38"
• Made in the USA
• Above or Below Ground
• 6 finishes

$299from

Sq. Ft.

Durable SaXONY

from

Heavy Duty
Twist 24 Colors .......

20-year wear warranty
Life time stain warranty

$199
Per Sq. Ft.

$169from

Per Sq. Ft.

Laminates
• 7mm. thick
• Square edges & ends
• 20 yr. residential warranty

MOHAWK®

beautiful hardwOOd-high durabilitY!

No-Interest
Financing
Available*

we dress up any home!
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2016 PIAA CLASS AAAA BASEBALL CHAMPION BOYERTOWN BEARS
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ByThomasNash
tnash@21st-centurymedia.com
@Thomas_Nash10 on Twitter

EPHRATA >> Mitch Pinder
had a knack for making
the big play on Monday af-
ternoon.

The leadoff-hitting sec-
ond baseman delivered the
eventual game-winning sin-
gle and made his presence
felt in the field as Boyer-
town clinched its first PIAA
Class AAAA final berth in
25 years with a 3-1 win over
Cumberland Valley at Eph-
rata High School’s War Me-

morial Field.
“I went to the plate look-

ing for a good pitch to hit,”
said Pinder, who ripped a
fastball back up the mid-
dle to score two runs in the
top of the fourth. “I wasn’t
swinging at a breaking ball
in that situation unless I
had two strikes, so I was
sitting fastball all the way.”

Pinder’s day was far from
over after his fourth-inning
single.

The senior was part of
a key 6-4-3 double play in
the bottom of the fifth in-
ning and also fielded the fi-

nal ground out at second to
secure Boyertown’s first trip
to the state championship
game since they won it all
way back in 1991.

“‘Don’t let it get through,
don’t let it get through,’ I
was telling myself,” said
Pinder of the final out in
the bottom of the seventh
inning. “Once I turned and
threw it over to Ben (Lon-
gacre) at first, I knew we
were going to Penn State.”

The result sends Boyer-
town (fourth seed from Dis-
trict 1) to the PIAA-AAAA
championship at Penn State

University.
The trip to the state

championship serves as
just another notch to an al-
ready distinguished season
for the Bears (23-6).

Coming off a PAC-10
Championship almost a
month ago, the Bears over-
came two shutouts in dis-
tricts before putting to-
gether their state run.

“This is the type of thing

we dreamed about when we
were growing up,” said se-
nior catcher Ryan Weller.
“It’s so surreal. I still can’t
believe it.”

After two straight losses
deep into their district run,
the Bears haven’t looked
back since.

“You’d think spirits
would have been down
and we’d be heading in
the wrong direction, but

we moved past all of it,”
added winning pitcher An-
drew Bauer. “That’s why
we’re here. That’s why we’re
headed to the state champi-
onship.”

Head coach Todd Moyer
echoed similar sentiments.

“This is a really special
team,” he said. “I couldn’t
be more proud of all of
these guys and the way

PIAACLASSAAAABASEBALLSEMIFINALS

Onward State
Boyertown clinches trip to Penn State,
handles Cumberland Valley 3-1 in semifinal
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At left, Boyertown’s Seth Endy (30) is congratulated after scoring the team’s first run
against Cumberland Valley. At right, Boyertown’s Mitch Pinder makes a running play and
fires to first for an out against Cumberland Valley.
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Shortstop Michael Raineri and pitcher
Andrew Bauer do their postgame handshake
after defeating Cumberland Valley.

ByAustinHertzog
ahertzog@21st-centurymedia.com

EPHRATA>> Standing in the
on-deck circle in the third in-
ning, Boyertown shortstop
Michael Raineri had a mo-
ment of self-reflection ... not
an especially favorable one.

“Well, I don’t think I could
be playing any worse,” the ju-
nior said to his teammates on
the edge of the dugout. “On
the bright side, it can only get
better from here.”

It most definitely did.
Shaking off an inning

where he made an error and
was eaten up by a hot shot
from Cumberland Valley’s
Drew Baughman that saw the
Bears escape a bases-loaded
jam, Raineri came to the
plate with the bases loaded
and one out in the top of the
fourth.

The upbeat infielder came
through with an effective

squeeze bunt that scored Seth
Endy, broke the game’s dead-
lock, put the Bears on the
board and on their way to
what would become a 3-1 vic-
tory over Cumberland Val-
ley in the PIAA Class AAAA
semifinals Monday, sending
Boyertown to its first state fi-
nal in 25 years.

“Coach Todd (Moyer)
called me over and he said,
‘You’ve got to get it down.’ I
knew exactly what he wanted
from me,” Raineri said. “He
had faith in me, I knew my
team had faith in me and if
they have faith in me I know
I can do it and I have to be
confident up there no matter
what happens in prior situa-
tions.”

Putting aside his earlier
fielding woes, Raineri also
started a pivotal 6-4-3 double
play in the fifth inning with
the Eagles’ looking threat-
ening against reliever Grant

Fronheiser, who entered for
starter and eventual winning
pitcher Andrew Bauer.

“That was a big moment
for us as a team. We were
holding on to that 3-1 lead,
they had the leadoff man on
and the No. 4 man up. That
could have been a big mo-
ment for them, but Grant
made a great pitch and
Mitchell (Pinder) and I made
a nice turn.”

It was a moment of tri-
umph in the field for Raineri,
which haven’t been so easy
to come by in his past cou-
ple outings and why he was
feeling as though he couldn’t
be playing worse. Commit-
ting three errors in the Bears’
4-2 quarterfinal win over Wy-
oming Valley West and an-
other against Cumberland
Valley, the No. 3 seed from
District 3, could do that to
just about anyone.

But the atmosphere around

this year’s Bears, who are re-
writing the past two decades
of Boyertown postseason
baseball, doesn’t allow any-
one’s confidence to sink.

“Everyone picks each other
up here. You make an error,
someone’s going to be there
to pick you up. That’s the
mindset you have to have:
you have to let it go,” Raineri
said. “That’s the mindset I’ve
had to have these last two
games where I’ve had rough
fielding plays.”

No rolled eyes, no bad body
language, just teammates
there to lift one another.

“Every team I’ve played on
here (at Boyertown) has been
very cohesive,” middle in-
field mate Pinder said. “We’ve
been through a lot as broth-
ers. We support each other,
we pick each other up.”

“No one ever gets down on
each other. We’ve all got con-

Raineri forgets fielding funk, comes up big for Bears

Austin
Hertzog
On Sports
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Boyertown pitcher Pat Hohlfeld, right, who got the save,
hugs Tyler Kreitz as first baseman Ben Longacre, rear, joins
catcher Ryan Weller in the celebration after the Bears won
their PIAA Class AAAA semifinal over Cumberland Valley.

they’ve responded. They’re a very ma-
ture bunch with a lot of personality.”

Hardly lacking in the personality
category is starting pitcher Bauer.

Donning his trademark mutton-
chop sideburns and sporting a pair
of gray Crocs after the win, Bauer was
a key piece to the Bears’ march into
the state championship.

“They’re so comfortable,” laughed
Bauer of his Crocs. “Perfect for post-
game.”

In the end, it was the right-hander
who looked plenty comfortable and
confident on the mound to give Boyer-
town the early difference. Aside from
running into trouble in the bottom of
the fourth inning where a run crossed
on a bases-loaded hit-by-pitch, Bauer
delivered four strong innings al-
lowing just two hits to go with four
strikeouts.

Far from overpowering on the rub-
ber, Bauer spent the afternoon paint-
ing the corners and fooling the Eagles
with his off-speed pitches.

“Movement,” he said. “Anyone can
hit an 85 mile-per-hour straight fast-

ball. But not many can hit a two-
seam, 76 mile-per-hour fastball on
the corner of the plate. That’s what
I did today and that’s what I’ve been
trying to do all season.”

Grant Fronheiser came on in relief
and held the Eagles to just three hits
across two innings before Pat Hohl-
feld came on and shut the door with
a clean seventh inning.

Boyertown chased Cumberland
Valley starter Joe Cuomo after scor-
ing all three of its runs in the top of
the fourth.

After a pair of walks and a hit-by-
pitch with a sacrifice bunt mixed in
from Weller, Mike Raineri laid down a
key RBI-bunt to break open the score-

less tie. Pinder followed with a clutch
two-run single to center to score Cory
Melchior and Jordan Shustack while
Raineri was tagged out trying to score
on the play.

“That third inning was a huge
inning for us,” said Pinder. “Their
pitcher (Cuomo) had good stuff —
he had a good fastball and a good
breaking ball. The thing that was re-
ally throwing us off was his pace...
he moved fast in between pitches.
We had to find a way to get him out
of rhythm.”

That inning the Bears changed the
beat and are State College-bound be-
cause of it.

“We’ve found ways to win games all
season,” said Pinder. “Sometimes it’s
not the prettiest, sometimes it’s not
easy, but we find ways to win. We’ve
got to keep that same approach with
us in the championship.”

NOTES >> Ryan Jacobs and Ben Lon-
gacre posted two hits apiece for Boy-
ertown. ... Mitch Hoon went the final
three innings for Cumberland Valley
limiting the Bears to just two hits. ...
Cumberland Valley, making its first
appearance in the state semis since
the 2007 season, saw its run come to
an end at 18-8 overall.

Semifinal
FROMPAGE 12
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Boyertown’s Seth Endy slides into
home plate to score the Bears’ first
run.
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Congratulations Bears On
Winning The State Championship!
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fidence in one another no
matter the situation.”

Successful squads al-
ways talk about team
chemistry and the cur-
rent Boyertown bunch is
no different.

“It’s not a surprise,”
Raineri said of reaching
the PIAA final. “We knew
from Day 1 that we’d have
a good team and we’ve
been working since Jan-
uary, out here every day
rain or shine. We were
there working with each
other and we’ve become
a family during this (sea-
son). We knew our one
goal was to get to State
College and play for the
state championship and
it’s worked out for us.”

No big celebrations
from the cool-as-can-be
Bears even upon clinch-
ing a trip to Penn State,
yet the energetic short-

stop did light up when
Moyer announced in the
postgame that he would
cede control of the bus-
ride music.

“I really hope I can
be the DJ. I think I play
some good tunes, the
team usually pumps up
for it and that’s what it
comes down to,” Raineri
said, though he admitted
he may not be the team’s
first choice.

“I’m a throwback.
Nowadays music’s not as
good as I like, I’m more
of an oldies guy. ‘Ain’t No
Mountain High Enough,’
that would be my go-to
track for the team.”

With a trip to the
state title game in store,
ain’t no mountain high
enough indeed.

Austin Hertzog is the
Sports Editor of The
Mercury and Berks-
Mont Weeklies. Email
him at ahertzog@21st-
centurymedia.com.

Raineri
FROMPAGE 13
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I t couldn’t be true.
Upon opening re-

porter Tom
Nash’s game story
recapping Boyer-
town’s 18-0 demo-
lition of Olney on
June 13 for edit-
ing, it read: ‘The
win serves as Boy-
ertown’s first PIAA
win since the 1995
season — a 4-3 win
over Coatesville in
Class AAA play.’

“There’s no way that’s

true,” burst from the ed-
itor’s mouth, incredulous

at such an absurd
statement.

Except it was
true.

Unfathomable
to at least one lo-
cal media mem-
ber, 21 years – lon-
ger than the lifes-
pan of any current
Bears’ player – had
passed since the

Boyertown baseball team
advanced beyond the first

round of the PIAA Cham-
pionships.

Considering Boyertown
is synonymous with base-
ball, it wasn’t due to a lack
of quality teams. In fact,
the Bears have won eight
Pioneer Athletic Confer-
ence championships in 12
seasons (since 2004), this
season’s title following
back-to-backs in 2012 and
2013.

Yet the wider stage has
not been as kind – since
the Bears’ PIAA champi-

onship in 1991 (this sea-
son marks the 25th anni-
versary of the then-Dis-
trict 3 champion’s title in
AAA), Boyertown man-
aged to make the state
tournament on four oc-
casions (1992, 1995, 2003

and 2014) prior to this sea-
son.

Only two trips since
the 1995 quarterfinal run,
both one-and-done. All
while watching league ri-
vals like Spring-Ford (fi-
nalist 2008, 2011; semi-

finals 2014) and Owen J.
Roberts (finalist 2010) ex-
cel on the state stage in
the past decade.

This spring, one wasn’t
enough for Boyertown.

After the comprehensive

HIGHSCHOOLBASEBALL

21 And Done
Bears put two-decade drought
to rest with 3D approach
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Boyertown catcher Ryan Weller (23) crosses home plate after hitting a solo home run
against Wyoming Valley West.

Austin
Hertzog
On Sports
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4-2 victory over District
2 champion and defend-
ing state runner-up Wyo-
ming Valley West to back
up the rout of Olney, the
2016 Bears (22-6) have two
PIAA wins to their name
and counting. They’ll
go for three on Monday
against Cumberland Valley
at Ephrata’s War Memorial
Field (4 p.m.).

“It’s funny. I didn’t re-
alize it had been so long
since Boyertown had won
a game in states. I found
out on the bus ride home
from the (Olney) game. I
couldn’t believe it,” said se-
nior catcher Ryan Weller,
who sparked the Bears
with a home run Thurs-
day.

“I thought about it all
day (before Thursday’s
game): we got that first
game. Now we have to
keep moving forward and

keep going on to make
more history.”

So it begs the question:
why these Bears?

The answer appears in
3D: drive, detail and de-
meanor.

“Someone said to me
early (in the season), ‘You
have a lot of good ballplay-
ers.’ I said, ‘Right now, un-
til you prove that you can
win you’re average ball-
players with a lot of poten-
tial.’ Now they’re proving it
and they’ve earned it,” head
coach Todd Moyer said.

“There’s no superstar.
They act the same, they
talk the same, they’re a
nice, close-knit bunch even
though last summer they
played on five different
teams.”

Jokes that the varsity
Bears were just trying to
get the season over with
to get on to the summer
baseball season need not
apply this year.

Shaking off two straight
shutout losses in the Dis-
trict 1 semifinals (3-0

to eventual champ Pen-
nridge) and third-place
game (1-0 to Downing-
town West) takes a certain
mentality and belief in
their development.

“We could feel ourselves
coming together,” Weller
said. “Coming through
having the best record
in the PAC-10 pushed us
harder to get there. When
we won the PAC-10, that
was a huge relief. That
was the best moment in
my baseball career up un-
til this. We all have a pas-
sion for the game and
we’ve figured out how to
turn that passion into get-
ting things done.”

The Bears feature lead-
ership that has impressed
Moyer.

“Coming into this year,
between Ryan Weller, An-
drew (Bauer) and Ben
(Longacre), whose a big
kid yet real quiet, they just
work on it all,” the 23rd
year manager said. “They
focus on what they need to
do. They worry about the

little things in practice.
They sweat the details and
they work at it. And they
don’t just do a couple of
them, they do all of them.
It’s fun to watch.”

Also worth watching
has been the calm un-
der pressure exhibited by
the dual-ace combination
– almost a prerequisite of
a team trying to make a
deep postseason run – of
senior right-hander An-
drew Bauer and junior
righty Pat Hohlfeld, who
was unflappable while
ousting Wyoming Valley
West, and battery mate
Weller.

“They’re a great pair.
They do everything per-
fectly,” Weller said of the
team’s top two pitchers.
“They go out there, know
their job and know how to
get it done. And they know
we’re behind them to back
them up in any way we
can and for the most part
we’ve done a pretty good
job of that.”

“Ryan has been hurt a

couple different times dur-
ing the season and he’s a
big bat in our lineup. He’d
been on and off, had his
struggles, but he’s a tough
out all the time, a tough
kid and the other guys
feed off of that,” Moyer
said of Weller. “He doesn’t
yell, he talks firmly and
when he says something
the other guys listen.”

Any given game, the
rest of the Bears are able
to follow the lead of the
poised pairs handling the
pitching and catching du-
ties.

With double-digit se-
niors, including Weller,
first baseman Longacre,
second baseman Mitch
Pinder and outfielders
Ryan Jacobs and Jordan
Shustack, its a group that
has played a lot of baseball
together over the years
and isn’t giving up their
opportunity easily.

“We’re all together, we
love each other, we play
hard and we don’t take
anything for granted. All

that together adds up to
being a good team,” Pin-
der said. “This is where
we wanted to be from the
start so it’s really reward-
ing.”

As sophomores in 2014,
Pinder, Weller and the
other current seniors may
have taken their past visit
to the state tournament –
a first-round exit to even-
tual state champ La Salle
after finishing as District
1 runner-up – for granted.
But it’s unquestionably
shaped the motivation of
their final go-around.

“Losing the first state
game my sophomore year,
that hurt,” Weller said.
“For me and the other 11
seniors, it’s been our goal
to get to states again and
get past that first game.
Luckily we have.”

Luck? No, that’s not one
of the reasons.

Austin Hertzog is the
Sports Editor of The
Mercury and Berks-Mont
Weeklies.
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Congratulations Boyertown Bears Baseball State Champions!
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By Jeff Stover
jstover@21st-centurymedia.com; @Mercu-
ryXStover on Twitter

POTTSVILLE >> Todd Moyer had one
thing he was seeking from his Boyer-
town squad this spring.

“Coach said at the beginning of the
year he needed 12 guys who wanted to
be out there,” Pat Hohlfeld said following
the Bears’ PIAA Class AAAA quarter-
final game with Wyoming Valley West.

Moyer got what he was looking for
over the next three months. And as a re-
sult, Boyertown stands one game away
from playing for a state championship.

Masterful pitching by Hohlfeld, coupled
with timely hitting by the offense, fueled
the Bears’ 4-2 victory over the District 2
champion Spartans.

“We’ve played a lot of close games this
year,” Moyer noted, “and we did things
early that panned out as championship
baseball.”

Boyertown faced a Wyoming Valley
West program that had been a state-level
power for a decade. The Spartans (15-3)
played in the AAAA title game last year —
they lost to North Penn in extra innings,
4-3 — and had been in the state-level play-
offs six of the past 10 years ... that in addi-
tion to winning the District 2 crown seven
times in that span.

But the Bears dealt with them the way
they’ve faced opponents all season long.

“We go one out at a time,” Moyer said.
“We tried to focus on what we do, make
them earn their at-bats. And he (Hohlfeld)
did that.”

Boyertown’s junior righty did that in a
big way, too. Facing a lineup that boasted
six players hitting .300 or better, Hohlfeld
held Wyoming Valley to three hits and is-
sued just one walk while striking out five.

Tyler Yankosky was the primary thorn
in Boyertown’s side, hitting a pair of dou-
bles that drove in the Spartans’ runs in the
fourth and sixth inning. By that time, how-
ever, Boyertown had built a 4-0 lead that
proved enough to advance it to the state
semifinal round.

“They can hit,” Hohlfeld noted. “Before
practice Wednesday, we’d heard their 3-4-
5-6 hitters were batting over .300. That’s
the meat of their lineup.

“I just tried to locate my pitches.”
The Bears were able to put the Spartans

down in order in three of their first five at-
bats. They came close to doing that in the
seventh, a baserunner reaching on an er-
ror, the lone one thwarting the plan.

But Hohlfeld came into the frame with
a renewed sense of purpose. He fanned
WVW’s David McCue and Justin Mon-
talvo in the process to close out the Spar-
tans’ season.

“He’s done that for us,” Moyer recalled.
“Even with the errors, he stayed focused
and controlled the damage.”

Boyertown got on the board with two
out in the second inning, courtesy of a
Ryan Weller home run. Weller drove a 1-0
pitch from Wyoming starter Grant Powell
over the left-center field fence.

“That was a good momentum builder, a
big hit like that,” Hohlfeld said.

“It was nice to see Ryan get us started,”
Moyer added. “He’s been hurt and strug-
gling, but he got a big one there.”

The Bears added two more in the top of
the third ... again with two out. Mitch Pin-
der (2-for-3) bunted his way on base, then
came around off Ben Longacre’s double.
Mitch Peers then singled up the middle to
plate Longacre.

Boyertown went on to load the bases
in the frame, Cory Melchior singling and
Weller drawing a walk.

In the fourth, the Bears padded their
lead with Michael Raineri (single) coming
around off Pinder’s sacrifice bunt, a stolen
base and Tyler Kreitz’s sacrifice fly to left.

“It was pretty cool, the way we kept roll-
ing,” Hohlfeld said. “Everybody did good.”

PIAACLASSAAAABASEBALLQUARTERFINALS

Work of Art
Hohlfeld’s masterful outing lifts
Boyertown by reigning runner-up

AUSTIN HERTZOG - DIGITAL FIRST MEDIA

Above, Boyertown catcher Ryan Weller (23) gets a fist bump from Ben Longacre (33)
after reaching base safely and being removed for a courtesy runner against Wyoming
Valley West. At left, Boyertown pitcher Pat Hohlfeld delivers to the plate against Wyoming
Valley West in the PIAA-AAAA quarterfinals
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Congratulations
Bears!
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ByThomasNash
tnash@21st-centurymedia.com
@Thomas_Nash10 on Twitter

RED LION >> The last time Boyer-
town’s baseball team won a state
playoff game, Mitch Peers wasn’t
even born yet.

On Monday, though, the soph-
omore and the rest of the Bears’
lineup came to life.

Making a rare start as desig-
nated hitter, Peers swung a big
bat in the Bears’ 18-0 five-in-
ning rout of Olney Charter in the
opening round of the PIAA Class
AAAA baseball playoffs at George
Washington High School.

“When I got the DH (desig-
nated hitter) spot in today’s
lineup, I was really excited,” said
Peers, who has spent most of the
season nursing a labrum injury.
“I wanted to come out and pull
through for my teammates be-

cause I knew they’ve been work-
ing hard all season to get to this
point.”

The win serves as Boyertown’s
first PIAA win since the 1995 sea-
son — a 4-3 win over Coatesville
in Class AAA play.

Batting in the five-hole, Peers
finished with two doubles, two
runs scored and a pair of RBIs
in his state debut.

“He’s been swinging the bat
good with the JV team,” said Boy-
ertown head coach Todd Moyer,
“and he’s swung the bat good for
us when he’s gotten his chances
pinch hitting. It was good to get
him in the lineup and let him
have more than a couple of at-
bats.”

“All of the practices and the
BP (batting practice) has really
paid off,” he said with a laugh.
“Coach Moyer trusted me to start
and was confident in me coming

into it.”
Behind Peers, the Bears’ 11-hit,

18-run showing came in stark

contrast to their final stretch in
the District 1-AAAA playoffs. Af-
ter being blanked by Pennridge
and then by Downingtown West
in the third-place game, Boyer-
town crossed runs in every in-
ning Monday, including a five-
run first inning to set the tone
early. All nine of Boyertown’s
starting hitters reached base
safely as the Bears worked eight
walks in the game.

“I think we felt ourselves
losing a bit of momentum af-
ter districts,” said second base-
man Mitch Pinder. “As a team,
we weren’t hitting the ball well
and weren’t manufacturing
runs. Still, we came into this
confident. We knew we needed
to get back on track.”

Lead-off man Pinder was
2-for-4 with a run scored and an
RBI along with a pair of stolen
bases in the first inning. Mike

Raineri hit 2-for-4 out of the
nine-hole where he scored twice
and knocked in a run. Cory Mel-
chior reached base all four times
working a walk and being hit by
two pitches. The right fielder
scored three runs and knocked
an RBI double.

“We came out and scored some
runs early,” said Moyer. “We
weren’t doing that the past few
games, so that was really good to
see. It’s always good to get a win
and break up a losing streak.”

After Olney’s Estanley Te-
jada hit a lead-off single, Boyer-
town starter Andrew Bauer set-
tled in. The senior right-hander
didn’t let another Trojan reach
base across his three complete
innings of work, where he struck
out five. Grant Fronheiser and
Nate Kline each pitched an in-
ning, where they each gave way
to just one hit.

PIAACLASSAAAAFIRSTROUND

Bears advance by blasting Olney, 18-0

AUSTIN HERTZOG - DIGITAL FIRST MEDIA

Boyertown’s Mitch Peers had two
doubles and two RBI in the Bears’
first round win over Olney.

153 Quarry Road, Kutztown, PA
610-683-5312 (Phone) • 610-683-3207 (Fax)

www.quarryridge.qpg.com
Mon. thru Fri. 7am to 5pm (Closed Sat.)

manufactured for:
• Superior Strength
• Long Lasting Durability
• Attractive Design
• Weathertight Sidelaps
• Limited Lifetime Warranty

Featuring
Everlast Roofing’s
New OMNI Panel…

2015-2016
inventory reduction
sale - save thousands!

rv & Truck accessory

super-sTore
& rv service cenTer
berksmonTcamping.com

1.877.863.5670
2017 moDeLs are Here!!

RV SALES/RENTALS/STORAGE
Where Families Travel

TRUCKS CAPS • PROPANE
leer JeriChO
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